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PREFACE. 


The  province  of  the  historian  is  to  gather  the  threads  of  the  past  ere  they  elude  forever  his 
grasp,  and  weave  them  into  a  harmonious  web,  to  which  the  art  preservative  may  give  immortality. 
Therefore,  lie  who  would  rescue  from  fast-gathering  oblivion  the  deeds  of  a  community  and  send 
them  on  to  futurity  in  an  imperishable  record,  should  deliver  "a  plain  unvarnished  tale," — 

"  Nothing  extenuate, 
Nor  set  down  aught  in  malice." 

In  such  a  spirit  have  the  compilers  of  the  following  pages  approached  the  work  of  detailing 
the  history  of  the  territory  embodied  herein,  and  trust  they  have  been  fairly  faithful  to  the  task 
imposed. 

It  has  l>een  their  honest  endeavor  to  trace  the  history  of  the  development  of  this  section  from 
that  period  when  it  was  in  the  undisputed  possession  of  the  red  man  to  the  present,  and  to  place 
before  the  reader  an  authentic  narrative  of  its  rise  aud  progress  to  the  prominent  position  it  now 
occupies  among  the  counties  of  New  England.  That  such  an  undertaking  is  attended  with  no 
little  difficulty  and  vexation  none  will  deny.  The  aged  pioneer  relates  events  of  the  early  settle- 
ments, while  lii.s  neighbor  sketches  the  same  events  with  totally  different  outlines.  Man's  memory 
is  ever  at  fault,  while  time  (taints  a  different  picture  upon  every  mind.  With  these  the  historian 
has  to  contend,  and  while  it  has  been  our  aim  to  compile  an  accurate  history,  were  it  devoid  of  all 
inaccuracies,  that  perfection  would  have  been  attained  which  the  writer  had  not  the  faintest  con- 
ception of,  and  which  Lord  Macaulay  once  said  never  could  be  readied. 

From  colonial  and  other  documents  in  the  State  archives,  from  county,  town,  and  village 
records,  family  manuscripts,  printed  publications,  and  innumerable  private  sources  of  information, 
we  have  endeavored  to  produce  a  history  which  should  prove  accurate,  instructive,  and  in  every 
respect  worthy  of  the  county  represented.  How  well  we  have  succeeded  in  our  task,  a  generous 
public— jealous  of  its  reputation  and  honor,  of  its  traditions  and  memories,  of  its  defeats  and 
triumphs — must  now  be  the  judge. 

AVe  desire  to  acknowledge  our  thanks  to  the  editorial  fraternity  generally  for  much  valuable 
information  which  has  greatly  lessened  our  labor  in  the  preparation  of  this  work,  to  each  and 
every  one  who  has  assisted  us  in  the  compilation,  and  would  cheerfully  make  personal  mention 
of  each,  but  it  is  impracticable,  as  die  number  reaches  nearly  a  thousand. 

D.  H.  H. 

Philadelphia,  May  4,  1888.  •  lii 
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HISTORY 

OF 

BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


CHAPTER  L 
GEOGRAPHICAL  AND  DB8CRIPTIVE. 

Bristol  Coowty  it  situated  in  the  southern  sec- 
tion of  Massachusetts,  its  centre  thirty-five  miles  from 
Boston,  and  two  hundred  miles  from  New  York.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Norfolk,  and  east  by  Ply- 
mouth Counties,  on  the  south  by  Rhode  Island  and 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  on  the  west  by  Rhode  Island. 
It*  urea  in  about  six  hundred  square  miles.  It  was  in- 
corporated in  June,  1685,  bearing  the  name  of  its 
shire-town  until  1746,  when  Bristol,  Barrington,  Little 
Compton,  and  Warren  were  set  off  to  Rhode  Island 
by  a  new  division  line  drawn  between  the  two  States. 
In  1675  the  county  included  but  eleven  towns,  vis. : 
Attic-borough.  Berkley,  Easton,  Dighton,  Dartmouth, 
Freetown,  Rnynham,  Norton,  Rehoboth,  Swansea, 
and  Taunton,  aggregating  a  population  of  twenty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-one.  Fall 
River,  New  Bedford,  Acushnct,  Fairhaven,  Mans- 
field, Somerset,  Seckonk,  and  Westport  had  not  been 
incorporated. 

Taunton  was  made  the  capital,  or  shire-town,  where 
nil  courts  were  held  until  1828,  when  New  Bedford, 
having  become  an  important  scat  of  navigation,  with 
a  population  of  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  the  largest  town  in  the  county,  by  legislative  en- 
actment was  created  a  half-shire  town,  with  its  court- 
house and  other  county  appendages.  In  1860  another 
line  was  drawn,  severing  Pawtucket  and  a  portion  of 
Scekonk  from  this  county,  adding  them  to  Rhode 
Island,  and  in  exchange  taking  a  portion  of  Tiverton 
to  Fall  River  from  that  State.  In  1877,  Fall  River 
havinggrown  into  an  important  manufacturing  border 
city  of  forty-six  thousand  inhabitants,  it  was  assigned 
by  legislative  grant  the  third  seat  of  justice  in  the 
county,  and  a  court- room  fitted  for  that  purpose. 

There  are  three  cities  and  sixteen  towns;  three 
senatorial  districts,  with  three  senators;  ten  repre- 
sentative districts,  with  eighteen  representatives  in 
the  Legislature  from  this  county.  The  population  in 
1776  was  26,700;  in  1790,  81,709;  In  1800,  38,880;  in 
1 


1810,  37,168;  in  1820,  40,908;  in  1880,  49,592;  in 
1840,  00,195;  in  1860,  76,192;  in  1860,  98,794;  in 
1870, 102,886 ;  and  in  1880, 139,040;  showing  a  gradual 
progressive  increase  for  a  hundred  years,  or  since  the 
Revolution.  The  valuation  (as  appears  by  Bute  De- 
partment records)  of  the  county  was  in  1800,  $284,- 
410.27;  in  1810,  1321,036.24;  in  1820,  $398,581;  in 
1830,  911,346,916;  in  1840,  $19,498,685 ;  in  1850,  $89,- 
243,560;  in  I860,  $66,294,256;  in  1870,  $80,425,791; 
in  1880,  $100,029,138;  exhibiting  a  larger  relative  pro- 
portionate increase  in  wealth  than  in  population. 

The  southern  coast  of  the  county  is  indented  with 
numerous  streams,  inlets,  bays,  and  harbors,  affording 
great  facilities  for  navigation,  commercial  intercourse, 
fishing,  and  maritime  trade.  Several  rivers  flow 
through  the  county, — Taunton  River  being  the  prin- 
cipal, taking  its  rise  in  Norfolk,  flowing  through  the 
west  part  of  Plymouth,  draining  the  east  section  of 
this  county,  and  emptying  into  Mount  Hope  Bay, — 
furnish  motive-power,  co-operating  with  steam,  for 
the  extensive  manufacturing  interests,  especially  cot- 
ton, iron,  and  jewelry.  The  surfnee  of  the  territory 
is  diversified,  undulating,  rocky,  hilly,  but  generally 
level  in  the  northern  and  western  portion,  with  a 
sandy  and  clayey  soil,  not  very  productive,  but  in  the 
middle  and  southern  rather  prolific  The  geological 
formation,  granite,  carboniferous,  feldspathic,  con- 
glomerate, etc.,  with  frequent  evidences  of  glacial 
visitations  in  past  ages,  from  the  numerous  boulders 
observed  in  the  central  section  of  the  country.  Bog- 
iron  ore  is  also  largely  developed  in  many  northern 
locations,  which  from  one  to  two  hundred  years  ago 
was  extensively  utilized  into  bar-iron  and  cooking 
utensils. 

The  Old  Colony  Railroad  threads  in  systematic  net- 
work nearly  all  the  cities  and  towns  of  Bristol  and 
adjoining  counties,  furnishing  accommodations  for 
freight  and  travel,  and  facilities  of  communication 
with  all  the  cities  and  localities  in  the  State,  and  the 
great  thoroughfares  north,  south,  east,  and  west.  The 
Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  also  | 
the  northwest  part  of  the  county. 

There  are  in  this  county,  according  to  the  last 
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census,  80,015  families  and  22,093  dwellings;  1026 
manufacturing  establishments;  number  of  persons 
employed,  84,068 ;  wages  paid  during  the  year,  $11,- 
125,200;  capital  invested,  $42,128,960;  amount  of 
stock  used,  $24,884,704;  value  of  products,  $46,127,- 
462.  Number  of  persons  employed  in  agriculture, 
6161;  farms,  2730;  value  of  farms,  $8,631,243;  value 
of  live-stock,  $769,892;  acres  of  tilled  and  meadow 
land,  97,222;  woodland,  77,480;  tons  of  hay  per  year, 
80,067 ;  bushels  of  potatoes,  248,256 ;  bushels  of  com, 
117,294;  gallons  of  milk,  2,339,682;  pounds  of  butter, 
818,040;  cheese,  5584;  dozens  of  eggs,  846,624;  value 
of  annual  farm  product*,  $1,564,456.  In  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  goods  there  are  50  establishments 
and  19,273  persons  employed ;  wages  paid,  $5,154,331 ; 
capital  invested,  $29,368,558;  stock  used,  $11,599,736; 
value  of  product,  $21,412,623.  In  cotton  and  woolen 
goods,  4  establishments  and  21  persons  employed; 
wages  paid,  $58,332;  capital  invested,  $3,966,385; 
stock  used,  $2,637,708;  value  of  products,  $6,600,000. 
In  metals  and  metallic  goods,  224  establishments ; 
persons  employed,  5849;  wages  paid,  $2,478,318;  cap- 
ital invested,  $5,070,921 ;  stock  used, $4.252,932 ;  value 
of  product,  $8,621,697.  Machines  and  machinery,  31 
establishments,  1419  persons  employed;  wages  paid, 
$686,150 ;  capital  i  n  vested,  $1 ,232,625 ;  stock,  $891 ,907 ; 
value  of  product,  $1,766,609.  In  lumber,  45  establish- 
ments, 168  persons  employed;  wages  paid,  $39,100; 
capjUl,  $147,200;  stock,  $71,037;  value  of  product, 
$158,480.  In  9  brick,  etc.,  manufactories,  119  per- 
sons employed ;  wages  paid,  $28,274;  capital  invested, 
$106,100;  stock,  $14,096;  value  of  product,  $60,930. 
Carriages  and  wagons,  67  establishments,  133  per- 
sons employed  ;  wages  paid,  $106,164;  capital,  $184,- 
750 ;  stock  used,  $136,516 ;  value  of  products,  $323,151. 
Food  preparations,  68  establishments;  persona  em- 
ployed, 886;  wages  paid,  $144,936;  capital,  $475,200; 
stock  used,  $1,716,216;  value  of  product,  $2,143,612. 
Printing  and  publishing,  22  establishments,  218  per- 
sons employed;  wages  paid,  $96,446;  capital,  $172,- 
400 ;  stock  used,  $107,616 ;  value  of  product,  $274,300. 


CHAPTER  IL 

INDIAN  HISTORY.' 

That  distinguished  chieftain,  the  great  and  good 
Massasoit,  resided  at  Pokanoket,  that  subsequently 
became  the  township  of  Bristol,  now  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  but  which  until  1747  formed  a  part  of 
Bristol  County, Mass.,  wherein  it  was  the  shire  or  county- 
town  for  the  term  of  some  sixty-two  years.  What 
therefore  at  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  in  1620  was 
the  seat  of  empire  to  the  Indians  throughout  tho 
widely  extended  domains  of  Massasoit  became  tho 
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chief  seat  of  justice  to  those  European  settlements  in- 
corporated in  1685  as  the  county  of  Bristol. 

Although  Bristol  County  was  not  formed  or  incor- 
porated until  some  fifteen  years  after  the  death  of 
Massasoit,  English  settlements  had  been  commenced 
within  what  subsequently  became  ita  limits  nearly  or 
quite  twenty-five  years  before  his  decease,  and  he 
lived  to  see  two  of  these,  viz.,  Taunton  and  Rehoboth, 
incorporated  as  towns.  Wamsutta,  as  chief  ruler  of 
the  Indians,  succeeded  his  father,  Massasoit,  at  the 
death  of  the  latter  in  or  about  the  year  1G62,  and  tho 
brief  reign  of  Wamsutta  ending  within  one  year  from 
iu  commencement,  he  was  in  turn  succeeded  by  his 
younger  brother  Pometacom,  commonly  known  as 
King  Philip,  whose  reign  continued  about  fourteen 
years,  during  which  time  two  other  English  settle- 
ments, viz.,  Dartmouth  and  Swansea,  were  incorpor- 
ated as  towns.  The  first  or  earliest  communication  of 
white  men  with  the  Indian  inhabitant*  of  that  section 
of  country,  subsequently  incorporated  as  the  county 
of  Bristol,  probably  occurred  in  the  month  of  May, 
1619,  when  Capt.  Dormer  came  in  a  vessel  to  Patuxet, 
now  Plymouth,  where,  from  the  assistance  rendered 
him  by  an  Indian  named  Squanto,  he  was  enabled  to 
communicate  with  the  Indian  chieftain  Massasoit, 
whose  principal  place  of  residence  was  then,  as  after- 
wards, at  Pokanoket,  or  Mount  Hope. 

Capt.  Dermer,  in  a  letter  dated  Dec.  27,  1619,  thus 
described  the  event :  "  I  traveled  along  a  day's  jour- 
ney to  a  place  called  Nammastaquet,  where,  finding 
inhabitants,  I  dispatched  a  messeuger  a  day's  journey 
farther  west  to  Pocanokit,  which  bordcreth  on  the 
sea,  whence  came  to  see  me  two  kings,  attended  with 
a  guard  of  fifty  armed  men.  who,  being  well  satisfied 
with  that  my  savage  and  I  discoursed  unto  them, 
gave  me  content  in  whatever  I  demanded,  where  I 
found  that  former  relations  were  true.  Here  I  re- 
deemed a  Frenchman."  Tho  Nainuiastuquct  here 
named  was  doubtless  Ncmaskct,  now  Middleborough, 
and  the  two  kings  who  met  Capt  Dormer  wore  prob- 
ably Massasoit  and  his  brother  Quadequina. 

The  first  visit  of  white  men  to  the  locality,  now 
Bristol  County,  probably  occurred  in  Juue  or  July, 
1621,  when  Massasoit,  at  his  home  in  Pokanoket,  was 
•ought  out  and  visited  by  Edward  Wiuslow  and  Ste- 
phen Hopkins,  accompanied  by  the  Indian  Squanto, 
who  acted  as  their  interpreter.  During  the  lifetime 
and  reign  of  Massasoit  his  sub-chiefs  appear  to  huvt 
been  called  or  ranked  as  captains,  though  sometime! 
sachems,  among  whom  was  Caunbitant,  whose  rcsi 
dencc  was  at  a  place  then  called  Mettspoisct,  now 
known  as  Gardner's  Neck,  iu  Swansea;  and  ut  tin 
visit  Mr.  Winslow  made  to  Massasoit,  in  March,  1623 
ou  coming  to  the  ferry,  in  Caunbitnnl's  country,  w«> 
informed  that  Massasoit  was  dead,  which  caused  tin 
Governor  and  his  uttendants  to  feci  coiisidi*rublo  un 
easiness,  lest  Caunbitant,  who  hud  been  one  of  Mas 
sasoil's  most  renowned  captains,  should  become  hi 
immediate  successor  as  chief  sachem  or  king.  Thi 
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uneasiness  and  fear  arising  from  the  fact  that  nnt 
long  hcforc  Cnunbitnnt,  being  at  Ncniaskct,  com- 
menced a  murderous  attack  upon  the  Indian  Squanto, 
who  appears  to  have  barely  escaped  death  at  his 
hands ;  and  the  Plymouthians  had  lost  no  time  in  send- 
ing out  fourteen  soldiers,  under  Capt.  Miles  Standish, 
which  force  so  harassed  Caunbitant  that  ho,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1621,  had  felt  compelled  to  go  to  Plymouth 
and  submit  to  certain  demands,  and  signing  at  the 
same  time  a  treaty  of  amity  and  peace. 

The  English  still  considered  Caunbitant  as  being, 
at  heart,  their  enemy,  and  that  he  was  only  waiting  a 
convenient  opportunity  to  make  it  known;  and  tho 
Governor  and  his  attendants  feared  that  convenient 
np|Ktrtunity  had  now  arrived.  Said  Mr.  Winslow, 
concerning  Caunbitant,  "  Although  he  were  but  a 
hollow-hearted  friend  toward  us,  I  thought  110  time 
so  fit  as  this  to  enter  into  more  friendly  terms  with 
him  and  the  rest  of  the  snehems  thereabout;  hoping, 
through  the  blessing  of  God,  it  would  be  a  means  in 
that  unsettled  state  to  settle  their  affections  towards 
us ;  and  though  it  were  somewhat  dangerous  in  re- 
spect of  our  personal  safety,  because  myself  and 
Hobbamock  had  been  employed  upon  a  service 
against  him,  which  he  might  filly  revenge,  yet  esteem- 
ing it  the  best  means,  leaving  the  event  to  God  in  his 
mercy,  I  resolved  to  put  it  in  practice  if  Master 
Hamden  and  Hobbamock  durst  attempt  it  with  me, 
whom  I  found  willing  to  that  or  any  other  course  that 
might  tend  to  the  general  good.  So  we  went  towards 
Mattapuyst,  and  went  to  the  sachem's  comaco,  for  so 
they  called  the  sachem's  place,  though  they  call  an 
ordinary  house  wites;  bnt  Caunbitant,  the  sachem, 
was  not  at  home,  but  at  Puckanokick,  which  was  some 
five  or  six  miles  ofT.  The  squa-sachem,  for  so  they 
call  the  sachem's  wife,  gave  us  friendly  entertainment. 
Here  we  inquired  again  concerning  Maasasowat ;  they 
thought  him  dead,  but  knew  no  certainly.  Where- 
upon I  hired  one  to  go  with  all  expedition  to  Puck- 
anockit,  that  we  might  know  the  certainty  thereof, 
and  withal  to  acquaint  Conbatant  with  our  there 
being.  About  half  an  hour  before  the  sun  setting 
the  messenger  returned  and  told  us  that  he  was  not 
dead." 

When  Mr.  Winslow  and  his  friends  were  returning 
from  Pokanoket,  at  the  earnest  request  of  Caunbitant, 
who  accompanied  them,  they  slopped  and  stayed  one 
night  at  his  house,  in  what  is  now  Swansea  ;  and  Mr. 
Winslow  informs  that  they  never  received  better 
entertainment  from  any  Indians  than  they  then  had 
from  Caunbitant.  What  became  of  Caunbitant  is 
unknown.  That  section  of  country  now  Little  Comp- 
ton  was  formerly  known  as  Seaconnet,  or  Seconet,  and 
here  the  Indians  for  a  time  were  under  the  direction 
of  a  woman  named  Awashuncks,  who  was  usually 
known  as  the  squaw-sachem  of  Seaconnet.  She  was 
wife  of  an  Indian  named  Tolnny,  and  she  was  mother 
of  a  son  named  William  Mommynewit,  who,  being 
sent  to  school,  learned  the  Latin  language,  and  was 


intended  for  college,  but  prevented,  being  seized  with 
the  palsy.  She  had  another  and  older  son  named 
Peter.  Awashuncks  first  came  prominently  into  no- 
tice in  1671,  when  the  colony  of  Plymouth  planned  a 
warlike  expedition  against  her,  proposing  to  send  a 
force  of  one  hundred  and  two  men,  that  were  to  as- 
semble for  that  purpose  at  or  near  what  is  now  Aseo- 
nct  Four  Corners,. in  Freetown,  on  the  8th  day  of 
August,  1671 ;  but  the  war  was  prevented  by  articles 
of  agreement  signed  by  her  July  24, 1671. 

She  conies  again  prominently  into  notice  in  tho 
spring  of  1675,  when  King  Philip  sent  messengers  to 
engage  her  and  her  people  to  unite  with  him  in  the 
great  and  bloody  conflict,  still  known  as  "  King 
Philip's  war."  Those  messengers  consisted  of  six 
Pokanoket  Indians,  who,  having  their  faces  painted 
and  hair  so  cut  as  to  represent  a  cock's  comb,  with 
powder-horns  and  shot-bags,  made  an  imposing  ap- 
pearance, and  influenced  Awashuncks  so  as  to  induce 
her  to  call  the  principal  of  her  people  together  to  a 
great  dance.  Capt.  Church,  the  soon  after  renowned 
Indian  hunter,  had  then  recently  settled  in  her  neigh- 
borhood, and,  singularly  enough,  Church  was  among 
the  guests  bidden  to  the  dance.  Taking  with  him  an 
interpreter,  Church  repaired  to  the  place,  where  he 
said  that  ho  found  hundreds  of  Indians,  and  Awa- 
shuncks, in  a  foaming  sweat,  leading  the  dance. 
Church's  arrival  being  announced  to  her,  she  stopped 
short,  sat  down,  called  her  chief  men  into  her  presence, 
and  then  called  Church,  to  whom  she  communicated 
a  measage  that  she  had  received  from  King  Philip. 
Church  advised  her  not  to  accede  to  his  request; 
whereupon  she  called  in  tho  six  Pokanoket  Indians. 
Church  then  told  Awashuncks  that  if  Philip  was  re- 
solved on  war  her  best  way  would  be  to  kill  the  six 
Pokanoket  Indiana  and  place  herself  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  English.  At  this  advice  the  Pokano- 
kets  became  silent,  but  two  of  Awashuncks'  men  that 
had  recently  been  to  Mount  Hope,  and  were  very 
favorably  inclined  to  tho  proposed  measures  of  King 
Philip,  expressed  themselves  with  great  indignation 
at  the  rash  Bdvicc  of  Church,  and  one  of  Awashuncks' 
council,  called  "  Little  Eyes,"  was  so  enraged  that  he 
would  have  put  Church  to  death  had  he  not  been 
prevented.  Awashuncks  agreed  to  join  herself  and 
people  with  the  English,  instead  of  tho  Indians, 
placing  herself  under  the  protection  of  the  former. 
She  sent  two  of  her  men  to  guard  Church  back  to  his 
house,  and  desired  him  to  go  to  Plymouth  and  com- 
municate her  decision,  which  he  did  on  the  7th  of 
June,  1675;  and  had  the  Plymouth  colony  govern- 
ment taken  immediate  measures  to  protect  Awa- 
shuncks, doubtless  she,  and  at  least  most  of  Jier 
people,  in  the  war  that  immediately  ensued,  would 
have  joined  with  the  English  instead  of  the  Indians; 
but  neglecting  to  communicate  with  Awashuncks, 
she  was  soon  after  compelled  to  join  with  Philip,  and 
thus  continued  to  act  for  nearly  a  year. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  1676,  Capt.  Church 
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found  means  to  communicate  with  Awashuncks,  who 
agreed  to  serve  the  English  during  the  remainder  of 
the  war.  Quite  a  number  of  her  warriors  then  en- 
tered the  service  under  Capt,  Church,  and  she,  with 
the  non-combatants  of  her  tribe,  were,  for  the  time 
being,  ordered  to  take  up  their  residence  in  the  town 
of  8andwich.  Peter,  a  son  of  Awashuncks,  was  her 
chief  captain  in  King  Philip's  war,  and  when,  in 
1676,  Awashuncks  re-engaged  herself  to  the  English, 
Peter,  ber  son  and  chief  captain,  addressing  Mr. 
Church,  said,  "  Sir,  if  you  will  please  accept  of  me 
and  my  men,  and  will  head  us,  we  will  right  for  you, 
and  will  help  you  to  Philip's  head  before  the  Indian 
corn  be  ripe."  These  peace  measures  saved  the  8e- 
conet  Indiana  from  total  destruction,  so  that  some 
twenty-five  years  later  one  hundred  men  of  the  Se- 
cond tribe  were  still  alive,  and  the  General  Court 
of  Massachusetts  appointed  an  Indian,  named  Num- 
pauB,  to  be  their  captain.  He  lived  to  be  an  old  man, 
and  died  in  or  about  the  year  1748.  Not  far  from  the 
year  1700  they  erected  a  meeting-house,  in  which  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Billings  preached  to  them  one  Sunday  in 
each  month,  and  besides  which  they  enjoyed  the 
ministrations  of  an  Indian  preacher  named  John  I 
Simon.  A  large  part  of  the  remnant  of  the  tribe 
were  awept  away  by  a  fever  that  prevailed  in  or  about 
the  year  1700,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century  not  more  than  ten  families  remained. 

The  Indian  Seconet,  afterwards  a  part  of  the  town- 
ship of  Little  Compton,  formed  a  part  of  Bristol 
County  until  1747,  when  it  was  set  ofT,  and  has  since 
been  in  the  government  of  Rhode  Island. 

Adjacent  to  the  Seconet  tribe  were  the  Pocaaset 
Indians,  their  former  home  being  in  what  afterwards 
became  the  township  of  Tiverton,  that  until  1747  was 
in  Bristol  County,  but  then  set  off  to  Rhode  Island. 
The  Pocaaset  Indians  were  probably  more  numerous 
and  powerful  than  those  at  Seconet,  and  were  the 
subjects  of  a  squaw-sachem  named  Weetamoo,  who 
had  formerly  been  the  wife  of  Wamautta,  older 
brother  of  King  Philip,  and  sister  to  Wootonekanuske, 
King  Philip's  wife.  Thus  connected  to  or  with  the 
royal  family,  one  would  have  supposed  that  Weetamoo 
would  have  been  among  the  first  and  foremost  to  have 
espoused  the  cause  of  King  Philip,  her  former  hus- 
band's brother  and  her  sister's  husband,  but  still  the 
evidence  is  quite  conclusive  that  this  was  not  the 
case ;  but,  instead,  that  she  demurred,  and  would 
have  kept  herself  and  those  over  whom  she  ruled 
entirely  out  of  the  conflict  if  she  could. 

Waniautta,  as  before  remarked,  died  in  1662,  and 
Weetamoo,  thus  left  a  widow  at  some  time  before  1675, 
became  the  wife  of  an  Indian  named  Pentonowowett, 
whom  the  English  called  Ben,  and  Church's  history 
•peaka  of  aa  Peter  Nunuit. 

Weetamoo,  who  was  sometime*  called  Nanumpuin, 
and  also  TaUpanum,  became  the  wife  of  Wamsutta, 
oldest  son  of  Maaaasoit,  in  or  before  1663,  and  during 
the  brief  reign  of  Wamsutta  in  1662,  Weetamoo  must 


have  been  queen  of  the  Wampanoag  nation.  At  the 
death  of  Wamautta  in  1662,  his  brother  came  to  the 
throne,  when  Weetamoo  as  queen  was  succeeded  by 
her  sister  Wootonekanuske,  two  brothers  having  mar- 
ried these  sisters,  and  the  ex-queen  thenceforth  is 
mentioned  in  history  only  as  "  squaw-sachem  of  Po- 
caaset." At  the  commencement  of  King  Philip's  war 
(in  1675)  the  Pocasset  Indians  were  so  numerous  that 
Weetamoo's  armed  men  able  to  go  out  upon  the  war- 
path were  supposed  to  number  three  hundred,  and 
her  lands  at  Pocaaset  were  deemed  to  be  of  great 
value.  She  had,  as  before  remarked,  in  her  widow- 
hood become  the  wife  of  an  Indian  named  Petonowo- 
wett, who  could  not  by  King  Philip  be  iuduced  to 
join  with  him  in  the  war,  but  aided  the  English  in 
that  conflict. 

When  Capt.  Benjamin  Church  was  on  his  way  to  Ply- 
mouth, carrying  the  message  of  Awanhuncks,  squaw- 
sachem  of  Seconet,  passing  through  Pocasset,  now 
Tivertbu,  he  met  Petonowowett,  the  husband  of  Wee- 
tamoo, who  had  just  come  to  shore  from  Mount  Hope, 
and  unreservedly  told  Church  that  there  certainly 
would  be  war,  that  King  Philip  had  held  a  war-dance 
|  and  entertained  young  Indian  warrior*  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  had  promised  them  that  they 
might  on  the  next  Sunday,  when  the  English  had 
gone  to  incetiug,  plunder  their  houses  and  kill  their 
cattle. 

Petonowowett  invited  Church  to  visit  his  wife  Wee- 
tamoo in  their  camp  on  a  hill  not  far  distant,  and  near 
what  is  now  known  as  Howland  Ferry  bridge. 

Church  accepted  the  invitation,  and  repaired  to  the 
Indian  camp,  where  he  found  Weetamoo  in  a  melan- 
choly mood,  her  warriors  having  left  her  and  gone  to 
Philip's  war-dance,  which  act  of  theirs,  she  declared, 
was  much  against  her  will. 

Circumstances  are  said  to  make  men,  and  why  may 
not  circumstances  control  women"  Weetamoo  evi- 
dently preferred  peace,  and  could  she  have  controlled 
her  warriors,  although  she  could  not  have  had  peace, 
she  could,  doubtless,  by  joining  with  the  English,  have 
saved  herself  and  them  from  the  almost  total  anni- 
hilation which  now  awaited  them ;  but,  as  a  choice  of 
evils,  doubtless  she  accepted  that  she  was  least  able 
to  resist  by  joining  herself  and  her  fortunes  with  King 
Philip,  although  this  act  forever  separated  her  from 
her  husband,  who  adhered  to  and  assisted  the  Eng- 
lish in  the  war  just  then  commencing,  and  for  hi* 
services  therein  was  by  his  employers  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  those  Indians  that  after  the  war  were 
permitted  to  reside  between  Sipecan  and  Dartmouth. 
And  thus  it  was  that  in  people's  minds  she  came  to  be 
chargeable  "next  unto  Philip  in  respect  of  the  mis- 
chief done." 

After  separating  from  Petonowowett  Weotamoo  be- 
came the  wifo  of  Quinapin,  an  Indian  of  the  Narra- 
gansctt  tribe,  second  in  command  in  the  great  swamp 
fight,  in  what  is  now  Kingston,  R.  I.,  Dec.  19, 1675. 
Quinapin  was  captured  in  1676,  taken  to  Newport, 
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R.  I.,  and  shot,  and  Weetamoo,  the  wife,  fled  to  the 
Niantic  country,  or  what  ii  now  Westerly,  R.  I., 
where,  being  pursued,  she  returned  to  Mettapoisett, 
now  Gardiner's  Neck,  in  Swansea,  where  she  was  be- 
trayed by  a  deserter  from  her  camp,  and  a  force  from 
Taunton  was  thus  enabled  to  capture  all  her  follower*  | 
but  WeeUmoo,  with  a  resolution  equal  to  the  dis- 
tressing circumstances,  attempted  to  escape  upon  a 
hastily-constructed  raft  of  broken  pieces  of  wood  that 
perished  or  sunk  under  her,  when,  as  the  last  des- 
perate resort,  sho  doubtless  attempted  to  swim,  as  hor 
naked  corpse  drifted  ashore,  and  was  soon  after  found 
on  the  beach  of  Gardiner's  Neck,  in  Swansea. 

That  greatest  and  most  bloody  of  New  England 
conflicts,  although  waged  in  several  different  colo- 
nies, had  its  commencement  and  ending  within  the 
limits  of  what  became  Bristol  County,  Mass. 

On  Sunday,  the  20th  of  June,  1676,  open  hostilities 
were  commenced  by  the  Indians  in  the  town  of 
Swansea  by  plundering  the  houses  of  English  inhab- 
itants while  the  latter  were  absent  at  meeting.  On 
that  day  seven  or  eight  of  King  Philip's  Indians  went 
to  the  house  of  an  inhabitant  of  Swansea,  whom  they 
found  at  home,  and  requested  the  privilege  to  grind 
a  hatchet,  which  was  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the 
Englishman,  who  told  the  Indians  that  it  was  the  i 
Sabbath,  and  God  would  be  very  angry  if  he  per- 
mitted them  to  grind  the  hatchet  that  day,  to  which 
they  are  said  to  have  returned  the  answer  that  they 
knew  not  who  his  God  was,  and  that  they  would 
grind  the  hatchet  for  all  him  or  his  God  either.  The 
same  day  these  Indians  meeting  an  Englishman  upon 
the  road  told  him  to  do  no  work  on  his  God's  day, 
and  that  he  should  tell  no  lies,  and  then  suffered  him 
quietly  to  pass  on. 

Four  day*  later,  as  the  English  were  returning 
from  religious  worship,  they  were  fired  upon  by  the 
Indians,  killing  one  and  wounding  two  others,  and 
two  men  sent  for  a  surgeon  were  overtaken  by  the 
Indians  and  slain.  Two  men  in  another  part  of 
Swansea  were  that  day  slain  by  the  Indians  and 
scalped,  and  thus  upon  the  24th  of  June,  1676,  were 
five  of  the  English  inhabitants  of  Swansea  killed 
outright  and  two  wounded,  and  an  Englishman  slain 
at  what  is  now  Falls  River.  The  first  succor  that  the 
English  at  Swansea  received  was  from  a  company  of 
seventeen  mounted  men  from  Bridgewater,  who  left 
their  homes  on  the  21st  of  June  and  arrived  at  a 
fortified  house  at  MeUapoisett,  now  Gardiner's  Neck, 
in  Swansea,  the  next  day. 

These  Bridgewater  troops  were  quartered  at  the 
house  of  a  man  named  Bourne,  where  were  also  col- 
lected seventy  of  the  English  people,  vis.,  sixteen 
men  and  fifty-four  women  and  children,  whom  they 
defended  till  reinforced,  when  the  house  was  aban- 
doned, and  the  non-combatants  for  greater  safety 
were  transported  to  the  island  of  Rhode  Island.  Great 
was  the  alarm  throughout  the  several  colonies,  and 
on  the  20th  of  June  several  companiesof  soldiers  left 


Boston  for  the  seat  of  war,  where  they  arrived  a  little 
before  night  on  the  28th. 

Plymouth  Colony  troops  had  been  ordered  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Taunton  preparatory  to  uniting  with  those 
from  Boston,  where,  although  so  far  from  the  chief 
seat  of  war,  they  were  severely  harassed  by  the  In- 
dians, and  Lieut.  John  Freeman,  in  a  letter  dated  at 
Taunton,  said,  "  This  morning  three  of  our  men  are 
slain  close  by  one  of  our  courts  of  guard,  houses  are 
burned  in  our  sight,  our  men  are  picked  off  at  every 
bush.  The  design  of  the  enemy  is  not  to  face  the 
army,  but  to  fall  on  us  as  they  have  advantage." 

Among  the  houses  that  Lieut.  Freeman  said  were 
burned  in  their  sight  at  Taunton  was  probably  that 
of  John  Tisdale,  that  the  Indians  destroyed'  by  fire 
June  27, 1676,  also  slaying  Tisdale  and  taking  his  gun, 
that  was  retaken  at  Rehoboth,  Aug.  1,  1676,  being 
found  with  the  body  of  an  Indian  there  slain. 

The  forces  assembled  at  8wansea  consisted  of  a  com- 
pany of  infantry  under  Capt  Daniel  Henchman,  and 
a  company  of  hastily  collected  volunteers,  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  in  number,  under  Capt.  Samuel  Mnseley, 
and  a  company  of  mounted  men  under  Capt.  Thomas 
Prentice.  These  three  companies  being  furnished  by 
the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  added  to  which  was 
I  a  company  from  Plymouth  Colony  under  Capt.  James 
Oudworth,  of  Scituate. 

The  house  of  the  Rev.  John  Myles,  a  Baptist  clergy- 
man, that  stood  near  a  bridge  in  what  is  now  called 
Barneyville,  was  so  strengthened  as  to  resist  attack, 
and  here  the  combined  forces  of  Massachusetts  and 
Plymouth  Colonies  were  assembled  and  placed  under 
the  command  of  the  ranking  officer,  Capt.  James  Cud- 
worth,  who  for  the  time  being  became  commander- 
in-chief. 

Flushed  with  their  successes  thus  far  the  Indians 
became  encouraged,  and  seemed  to  lurk  almost  every- 
where, shooting  at  all  passengers,  and  killing  many 
who  ventured  abroad,  venturing  so  near  the  gar- 
risoned house  as  to  shoot  down  two  of  the  sentinels. 

A  detachment  of  the  cavalry  of  Capt,  Prentice, 
under  the  command  of  Quartermasters  Gill  and 
Belcher,  accompanied  by  Benjamin  Church,  was  sent 
forward,  but  were  no  sooner  over  Myle's  Bridge  than 
fired  upon  from  an  ambuscade,  when  William  Ham- 
mond the  pilot,  who  was  probably  a  resident  of 
Swansea,  was  killed,  Belcher's  horse  shot  under  him, 
and  both  himself  and  Mr.  Gill  wounded,  which  so 
surprised  and  terrified  the  troopers  that  they  became 
panic-stricken,  wheeled  their  horses,  and  fled  in  the 
utmost  disorder,  regardless  alike  of  the  threats  and 
entreaties  of  their  officers,  and  but  for  Gill  and  Church 
the  dead  body  of  Hammond  would  have  been  left  in 
the  possession  of  the  enemy. 

June  29,  1676.  The  Indians  appeared  boldly  in 
view,  and  by  their  shouts  and  yells  seemed  to  chal- 
lenge the  English  to  come  out  and  fight  Capt. 
Moseley  with  his  company  rushed  furiously  upon 
them,  when  the  Indiana  immediately  fled  to  their 
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coverts,  there  making  ft  momentary  stand,  where, 
being  fired  upon,  they  again  fled.  Capt.  Mosetey  pur- 
sued about  a  mile,  slaying  five  or  six  Indians  and  at- 
taining no  low  on  hia  own  part  save  the  wounding  of 
his  ensign,  Mr.  Savage,  who  received  a  musket-ball 
in  his  thigh  and  a  bullet  passed  through  his  hat,  and 
even  this,  some  authorities  state,  waa  by  mistake,  and 
that  he  waa  fired  upon  by  one  of  his  own  company. 
Capt.  Moaeley  pushed  on,  and  at  Keek-a-muit  hia  sol- 
diers found  the  heads  of  eight  Englishmen  slain  by 
the  Indians  set  on  poles.  These  heads  they  took  down 
and  buried. 

The  English  now  traversed  Mount  Hope  Neck, 
found  King  Philip's  deserted  wigwam,  but  himself 
and  nearly  all  his  followers  had  fled,  and  with  their 
wives  and  children,  bag  and  baggage,  had  gone,  made 
a  good  and  successful  retreat,  and  taken  all  their 
canoes  with  them. 

King  Philip  had  outwitted  his  pursuers,  got  off  with 
little  or  no  loss  of  his  men,  made  a  change  of  base, 
gained  a  more  defensive  position,  and  by  going  over 
to  Pocaaset,  as  he  had  done,  was  enabled  to  enforce 
the  squaw-sachems  Weetamoo  and  Awash  u  neks  to 
join  him  with  their  warriors;  in  fact,  he  had  out- 
flanked his  foes  and  commenced  to  deal  death  and 
destruction  to  those  who  thought  themselves  safe  in 
the  rear  of  the  English  army,  and  the  frontier  town 
of  Swansea  was  at  that  moment  the  safest  locality  in 
Plymouth  Colony. 

Capt.  Church  very  justly  aaid,  "  The  enemy  were 
not  really  beaten  out  of  Mount  Hope  Neck,  though 
it  was  true  they  fled  from  thence,  yet  it  was  before 
any  pursued  them.  It  was  only  to  strengthen  them- 
selves and  to  gain  a  more  advantageous  post.  How- 
ever, some  and  not  a  few  pleased  themselves  with  the 
fancy  of  a  mighty  conquest.  A  grand  council  was 
held  and  a  resolve  passed  to  build  a  fort  there  to  main- 
tain the  first  ground  they  had  gained  by  the  Indians 
leaving  it  to  them,  and,  to  speak  the  truth,  it  must  be 
said  that  as  they  gained  not  that  field  by  their  sword 
nor  by  their  bow,  so  it  was  rather  their  fear  than  their 
courage  that  obliged  them  to  set  up  the  marks  of  their 
conquests."  Church  further  said  that  he  looked  upon 
this  act  of  remaining  and  building  the  fort  and  talked 
of  it  with  contempt,  and  urged  hard  the  pursuing  of 
the  enemy  on  the  Pocaaset  side. 

Meanwhile  there  arrived  from  Boston  at  Swansea  a 
reinforcement  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  under 
Maj.  Thomas  Savage.  . 

June  30th,  Capt.  Prentice,  with  his  troop,  for  more 
convenient  quarters,  went  to  lodge  at  Uehnboth,  and 
as  they  were  returning  on  the  morning  of  July  1st 
came  upon  a  company  of  Indians  burning  a  house, 
but  taking  advantage  of  the  fences,  over  which  the 
horses  could  not  go,  the  Indians  escaped  to  a  swnmp. 
Capt.  Prentice's  lieutenant,  Mr.  Oaks,  with  a  part  of 
the  troopers,  discovered  another  body  of  Indians,  that 
they  pursued  on  an  open  plain,  overtook,  and  nlew 
four  or  five  of  them,  one  of  whom  waa  Pcebe  or  Phcbe, 


who  was  one  of  the  counselors  of  King  Philip.  In 
this  action  John  Druce,  one  of  the  troopers,  received 
a  wound  in  the  bowels,  of  which  he  died. 

King  Philip  in  the  mean  time  was  laying  waste  the 
English  settlements  in  what  afterwards  became  the 
towns  of  Little  Compton,  Tiverton,  Dartmouth,  Free- 
town, Fall  River,  New  Bedford,  Wcatport,  Fairhaven, 
and  Acushnet,  and  frightening  the  English  inhabit- 
l  ants  out  of  what  is  now  Berkley  and  Middlcborough. 
Benjamin  Church  finally  succeeded  in  persuading 
the  commander  at  Myles'  garrison,  in  Swansea,  to  send 
under  Capt.  Fuller  a  compuuy  of  thirty-six  men  to 
Pocaaset,  in  hope  to  get  an  opportunity  to  treat  with 
the  Pocaaset  and  Seconet  Indians,  which  force  soon 
after  arriving  divided,  one  part  starting  off  under 
Capt.  Fuller  and  the  other  under  Church. 

Fuller  encountered  Indians,  and  two  of  his  men 
were  wou  nded,  and  all  so  hard  pressed  as  to  be  obliged 
to  seek  shelter  in  a  deserted  house,  from  which  they 
escaped  to  a  vessel. 

Church  and  his  party  were  also  pursued,  and  driven 
on  board  Capt.  Goulding's  vessel,  and  thus  barely 
escaped.  This  was  on  the  8th  of  July,  1675.  The 
Indians  were  so  well  supplied  with  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion that  they  put  many  bullet-holes  into  the  stern  of 
Qoulding's  vessel  and  through  hissailsas  he  was  taking 
off  Church  and  his  men. 

Soon  after  a  detachment  of  soldiers  was  put  on 
board  a  sloop  and  sent  to  the  Queqiiechan  (now  Fall 
River),  there  disembarked  and  marched  into  Weeta- 
mo's  country,  overtook  and  killed  one  Indian  and 
alarmed  many  more  that  succeeded  in  escaping  to 
h  awump ;  but  as  soon  as  the  English  were  ordered 
back  those  who  had  been  pursued  in  turn  became 
pursuers,  and  chased  the  English  back  to  the  sloop 
and  wounded  two  soldiers.  They  returned  the  next 
day  to  the  camp  in  Swansea. 

July  18,  lG75,an  expedition  was  sent  against  Philip 
in  his  camp  in  a  Pocaaset  swamp,  now  Tiverton.  The 
English  forces,  arriving  late  in  the  afternoon,  discov- 
ered a  few  Indians  on  the  edge  of  the  swamp,  on 
whom  they  rushed  with  ardor,  the  Indians  meanwhile 
gradually  retreating,  and  thus  drawing  their  pursuers 
into  an  ambuscade,  by  which,  when  fired  upon,  fif- 
teen of  the  English  were  shot  down,  and  were  soon 
ordered  to  fall  back  and  give  up  the  pursuit.  One 
hundred  wigwams,  newly  constructed  of  green  bark, 
were  found  m  ar  the  edge  of  the  swump.  The  loss  in 
that  fight  sustained  by  the  Iudians  was  probably  very 
small  when  compared  with  that  of  the  white  men, 
and  the  latter,  instead  of  renewing  the  contest  the 
next  day,  fortified  themselves  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
swamp,  and  there  remained  in  the  hope  of  starving 
the  Indians  into  submission,  and  extortiug  from  King 
Philip  terms  of  capitulation,  neither  of  which  they 
were  able  to  accomplish,  us  about  the  lust  of  that 
month  Philip  und  his  followers  one  night  suddenly 
decamped,  and  in  canoes  unpursued  reuched  the  other 
shore  in  safety  en  route  for  the  Ni|iensic  country,  now 
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in  the  county  of  Worcester.  King  Philip,  with  his 
force*,  would  have  got  ofT  not  only  unperceived  but 
unharmed  but  for  the  Rev.  Noah  Newman,  of  Reho- 
both,  who,  as  the  Indians  were  linking  through  thnt 
town  (Aug.  1,  1676),  brought  out  the  "  home  guards," 
who,  with  Oneko  and  some  Mohcgan  and  Natic 
Indians,  did  some  spoil  upon  King  Philip,  slaying 
one  of  his  chief  men  called  Nimrod.  Oneko  was  the 
son  of  Uncas,  and  had  been  to  Boston,  where  he  had 
engaged  to  fight  for  the  English,  and  being  with  some 
Mohcgan  and  Natic  Indinns  en  route  for  Swansea, 
happened  to  be  in  Rehoboth  just  as  King  Philip  was 
pa-wing  through. 

On  Sunday,  March  26,  1676,  was  fought  near 
Pawtucket,  but  within  the  original  limits  of  Bristol 
County,  a  sanguinary  battle  between  the  English 
under  Capt.  Michael  Peirce,  of  8cituate,  and  the 
Indians  led  by  the  chieftain  Cannnchet.  Capt. 
Peirce  and  nearly  all  his  command  were  slain,  and  the 
loss  of  the  Indians  oven  exceeded  that  of  the  English. 

Tuesday,  March  28,  1676,  the  Indians  burned  at 
Rehoboth  (afterward  8cekonk),  forty-five  dwelling- 
houses,  twenty-one  barns,  two  grist-mills,  and  one 
saw-mill,  and  slew  an  Irishman  named  Robert  Beers. 
King  Philip  in  said  to  have  been  present  at  the  burn- 
ing of  Rehoboth,  and  the  frame-work  of  an  ancient 
chair  in  still  preserved  in  which  tradition  saith  he  sat  to 
witness  the  conflagration. 

April  9, 1676,  Canonchet  was  captured  in  or  near 
Pawtucket 

April  27, 1676,  Woodcock's  fortified  house,  in  what 
was  then  Rehoboth,  now  Attlcborough,  suffered  an 
Indian  attack ;  Nathaniel  Woodcock  and  another 
Englishman  slain,  John  Woodcock  wounded,  and 
Nathaniel  Woodcook's  house  burned. 

Some  time  in  May,  1676,  four  Taunton  men  were 
slain  by  the  Indians,  viz.,  Sergt.  James  Philips,  James 
Bell,  Henry  Andrews,  and  Edward  Babbitt.  Thus 
were  lef)  thirty-two  fatherless  children. 

May  24,  1676.  Capt.  Thomas  Brattle,  of  Boston, 
with  a  company  of  about  fifty  mounted  men,  being 
joined  by  a  body  of  infantry,  marched  to  the  Paw- 
tucket Falls,  where,  arriving  on  the  easterly  side  of 
the  river,  the  Indinns  were  discovered  on  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  stream. 

Leaving  the  infantry  at  the  falls,  the  cavalry  pro- 
ceeded np  the  river  to  a  fording-place,  crossed  over, 
proceeded  down  on  the  other  side,  making  a  sudden 
attack  upon  the  Indiana,  killing  several  of  them  and 
capturing  an  Indian  boy,  taking  two  horses,  several 
guns,  and  some  ammunition.  Lieut.  Jacob  Elliot,  of 
the  cavalry,  was  wounded  in  the  hand,  and  one  cav- 
alry soldier  killed. 

The  Indians  first  attempted  to  retreat  through  the 
river,  but  discovering  the  infantry  upon  the  opposite 
side  hastily  turned  alHiut,  retraced  their  steps  to  the 
shore,  and  took  refuge  in  a  swamp. 

June  19,  1676,  Swansea  was  again  attacked  by  the 
Indians,  and  nearly  all  the  remaining  houses  burned. 


Some  authorities  say  all  save  five  were  burned,  and  of 
these,  four  were  garrisoned. 

June  26,  1676,  the  Indians  captured  Herekiah  Wil- 
lett  in  or  near  Swansea;  he  was  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  and  a  son  of  Capt.  Thomas  Willett.  The  In- 
dians cut  ofT  the  prisoner's  ears  and  nose  and  then 
set  him  at  liberty;  he  probably  soon  after  died,  as 
some  of  the  authorities  state  that  he  was  slain  by  the 
Indians. 

A  negro  who  was  captured  by  the  Indiana  at  Swan- 
sea, and  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  slave  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Willett,  escaped,  fled  to  Taunton,  and 
informed  the  people  that  the  Indians  proposed  at- 
tacking that  place.  Being  warned,  the  Taunton 
people  prepared  themselves  for  the  attack  that  was 
made  on  the  11th  day  of  July,  1676,  and  in  which  two. 
houses  were  fired  by  the  Indians  and  one  Englishman 
slain. 

Aug.  1,  1676,  Wootonekanuse,  the  wife  of  King 
Philip,  together  with  his  son,  aged  about  nine  years, 
and  several  women  and  children,  were  taken  captives 
by  the  English. 

At  about  this  timo  a  battle  between  the  English  and 
Indians  came  off*  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Norton, 
at  a  place  called  Lockety  Neck,  in  which  the  Indians 
were  defeated. 

Aug.  6,  1676,  twenty  Taunton  men  captured  at 
Gardiner's  Neck,  in  Swansea,  the  few  remaining  fol- 
lowers of  Weetamoo,  squaw-sachem  of  Seconet ;  she 
sought  to  escape  by  attempting  to  cross  Taunton 
River  on  a  hastily-constructed  raft,  but  was  drowned, 
and  her  dead  body  being  found  on  the  shores  in  Swan- 
sea, her  head  was  cut  ofT  and  carried  to  Taunton. 

Saturday,  Aug.  12, 1676,  early  in  the  morning  King 
Philip  was  slain  near  Mount  Hope,  in  Pokanoket,  now 
the  town  of  Bristol. 

Aug.  28,  1676,  Philip's  great  captain,  Anawan,  who 
had  in  like  capacity  served  his  father,  Massasoit,  and 
at  the  death  of  Philip  became  chief  sachem,  or  king 
of  the  Wampanoag  tribe  or  nation,  was  captured  by 
Capt  Benjamin  Church  at  a  place  still  known  as  Ana  - 
wan's  Rock,  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  of  Reho- 
both, a  few  rods  south  of  the  turnpike  road  leading 
from  Taunton  to  Providence,  about  eight  miles  from 
Taunton,  and  ten  from  Providence. 

This  rock  is  upon  the  northerly  border  of  a  wooded 
country  formerly  known  as  8quanakonk  Swamp,  an 
area  of  nearly  three  thousand  acres, 

Indian  Reservations,. — When  what  subsequently 
becamo  Freetown  was  purchased  of  the  Indians  in 
1659,  reservations  were  made  for  the  Indians  Tabada- 
cason  and  Pianto;  the  first  for  the  benefit  of  those  In- 
dians that  maintained  a  ferry  across  Taunton  River, 
which  doubtless  was  to  remain  while  the  ferry  was  so 
kept,  and  the  other  for  planting  land,  the  Indian  title 
to  which  should  end  at  Pianto's  death.  That  first 
reservation  is  thought  to  have  been  a  point  of  land 
lying  between  Taunton  River  and  Barnaby's  Cove  so 
called.  ,•   i 
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Beside  these  reservations  «u  another  of  nearly  two 
hundred  acrea  lying  within  what  formerly  was  the 
township  of  Freetown,  but  now  an  easterly  part  of 
Fall  River,  at  what  ia  sometime*  called  Indian  Town, 
and  ia  still  appropriated  to  the  use*  of  that  race,  one 
]ot  having  been  assigned  to  and  atill  possessed  by  Mra. 
Zerviah  Gould  Mitchell,  a  lineal  descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  of  the  "good  old  Massasoit,"  king 
of  the  Wampanoags,  and  "Bassacus  the  Terrible," 
king  of  the  Pequots.  Mra.  Mitchell  ia  descended 
front  Massasoit  through  his  daughter  Amie  and  her 
husband  Tuspaquin,  known  in  history  aa  the  black 
sachem,  chief  of  the  Assawampsett  and  Nunasket 
Indiana,  who  was  alain  by  the  Engliah  in  or  near 
September,  1676.  Amie,  the  wife,  waa  a  sister  of 
Wamsutta,  alia*  Alexander,  the  successor  of  Masaa- 
soit  and  Pometacom,  alia*  King  Philip,  successor  to 
Alexander  and  Sonkanuhoo,  who  ia  auppoacd  to  have 
been  slain  at  the  swamp  fight  in  Pocaaset,  now  Tiver- 
ton. 

July  18, 1675,  Benjamin,  a  grandson  of  the  black 
sachem  Tuspaquin,  married  Mercy  Felix,  a  grand- 
daughter of  the  educated  Indian  John  Suasamon, 
whose  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Sassscus,  and  Benjamin 
and  wife  Mercy  were  the  grandparents  of  Mra.  Zervia 
Gould  Mitchell,  who  now  has  her  home  upon  the  In- 
dian reservation  at  Betty's  Neck,  so  called,  in  Lake- 
ville. 


CHAPTER  III. 
BENCH  AMD  BAH.1 

Among  the  prominent  agencies  which  give  shape 
and  order  in  the  early  development  of  the  civil  and 
social  condition  of  society,  the  pulpit,  press,  and  bar 
are  perhaps  the  most  potential  in  moulding  the  in- 
stitutions of  a  new  community  ;  and  where  these  arc 
early  planted,  the  school,  academy,  and  college  are 
not  long  in  assuming  their  legitimate  position,  and 
the  maintenance  of  these  institutions  secures  at  the 
start  a  social  and  moral  foundation  upon  which  we 
may  safely  rest  the  superstructure  of  the  county,  the 
State,  and  the  nation. 

The  establishment  of  courts  and  judicial  tribunals, 
where  society  is  protected  in  all  ita  civil  rights  under 
the  sanction  of  law,  and  wrong  flnda  a  ready  redress 
in  an  enlightened  and  prompt  adminiatration  of  jus- 
tice, is  the  first  necessity  of  every  civilised  community, 
and  without  which  the  forces  and  press  of  society,  in 
ita  changeable  developments,  even  under  the  teach- 
ings of  the  pulpit,  the  directions  of  the  press,  and 
the  culture  of  the  schools,  are  exposed  to  peril  and 
disaster  from  the  turbulence  of  passion  and  conflicta 
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of  interest;-  and  hence  the  best  and  surest  security 
that  even  the  press,  the  school,  or  the  pulpit  can  And 
for  the  peaceful  performance  of  its  highest  functions 
is  when  protected  by  and  intrenched  behind  the  bul- 
warks of  law,  administered  by  a  pure,  independent, 
and  uneorrupted  judiciary. 

The  Bristol  County  bar  has  from  ita  beginning 
numbered  among  ita  members  able  jurists,  tal- 
ented advocates,  and  safe  counselors.  Here  many 
have  lived,  flourished,  and  died,  while  others  still 
are  upon  the  stage  of  action  who  have  been  promi- 
nent in  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the 
county  and  figured  conspicuously  in  the  councils  of 

New  Bedford. — One  of  the  earliest  members  of  the 
Bristol  bar,  and  a  leading  lawyer  of  his  day  in  the 
|  State,  was  Timothy  Gardner  Coffin,  who  was  born  in 
Nantucket  in  1790  of  humble  Quaker  parentage.  He 
early  developed  a  remarkable  degree  of  intelligence, 
brightness,  and  activity  of  mind.  He  was  educated 
at  Brown  University,  studied  law  iu  tho  office  of 
Kilburn  Whitman  in  Plymouth  County,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1811.  He  opened  an  office  iu 
New  Bedford,  and  very  quickly  became  a  leading 
lawyer  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  and  iu  the  counties 
of  Nantucket,  Dukea,  Barnstable,  and  Plymouth,  and 
for  more  than  forty  years  was  engaged  in  almost  every 
case  of  importance  before  the  courts  of  these  counties. 
His  contemporaries  were  Marcus  Morton,  of  Taun- 
ton, William  Bayliea,  of  Bridgewater,  L.  Eddy,  of 
Middleborough,  Charles  Holmes,  of  Rochester,  and 
N.  Marston,  of  Barnstable,  all  of  whom  were  eminent 
and  akillful  lawyers,  and  Mr.  Coffin  was  nn  equal 
of  either  of  them.  He  was  very  quick  to  observe 
the  weakness  of  his  opponent's  cause  and  to  present 
his  client's  best  points.  At  times  he  waa  eloquent. 
He  was  a  very  sharp  cross-examiner  of  witnesses,  and 
few  witnesses  could  evade  his  keenness.  He  wss  very 
ready  at  repartee,  and  quick  to  answer  every  inquiry 
of  counsel  or  court,  and  hia  arguments  were  difficult 
to  answer. 

He  was  married  to  Betsey,  dsughter  of  the  Hon. 
John  Avery  Parker,  of  New  Bedford,  a  leading  mer- 
chant of  that  city,  and  at  his  death  the  richest  man 
in  New  Bedford. 

Mr.  Coffin  never  held  office  of  any  particular  con- 
sequence, but  confined  his  attention,  time,  and  skill 
to  his  profession,  and  at  his  death,  September,  1854, 
he  was  without  question  the  ablest  lawyer  iu  South- 
ern Massachusetts.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster, 
after  a  hard-fought  case  at  Nantucket,  in  which  Mr. 
Coffin  was  eugsged  against  Mr.  Webster,  apeaking 
afterwards  about  the  case,  and  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion, "  Who  is  Tim  Coffin?"  said,  "  He  is  the  ablest 
lawyer  in  the  United  States.  He  is  one  I  should 
prefer  not  to  meet  of  all  others  I  know  of." 

It  is  said  that  he  once,  after  a  very  able  argument 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of 
the  court  (Chief  Justice  Shaw),  "  If  he  hsd  suy  au- 
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thorlty  to  cite  to  the  court  to  sustain  hia  view  and 
legal  pointaf"  replied,  "No,  your  honor,  that  ia  for 
the  court  to  be  responsible  for  its  decision.  I  should 
prefer  not  to."  He  was  a  very  generous  and  liberal 
man,  with  a  very  kind  heart.  He  was  very  strong  in 
his  likes  and  dislikes,  so  that  he  was  a  most  ardent 
friend  and  a  very  disagreeable  enemy.  His  body  lies 
in  the  South  Cemetery,  New  Bedford,  and  where  a 
fine  monument  was  erected  to 'his  memory  by  his 
children. 

John  8.  Russell  was  born  in  New  Bedford  in 
1797,  and  was  the  son  of  Charles  Russell  and  Martha 
Tillinghast.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Lemuel 
Williams,  at  New  Bedford.  After  his  admission  to 
the  bar  he  practiced  law  in  Taunton.  He  afterwards 
moved  to  New  Bedford,  opened  a  law-office,  and  con- 
tinued in  practice  until  his  death  in  1834.  He  was  a 
well-read  lawyer  and  well  grounded  in  the  principles 
of  his  profession.  He  was  a  Quaker.  He  acquired, 
the  reputation  of  being  an  honest  lawyer;  by  that  ij 
auppose  he  was  slow  to  advise  men  to  go  to  law,  acting! 
out  his  religious  convictions  as  well  as  his  profes- 
sional observation.  To  tills  day,  nearly  fifty  years 
since  his  death,  whenever  spoken  of  he  is  mentioned 
as  one  that  maintained  the  houor  of  his  professional 
life.  He  died  in  1834,  much  esteemed  and  regarded 
by  his  neighbors  and  fellow-townsmen. 

Lkmof.l  Williams  was  a  lawyer  who  practiced  in 
New  Bedford  some  fifty  years  ago.  He  was  at  that 
time  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  bar.  He  was  at  one 
time  collector  of  customs  in  New  Bedford,  but  many 
years  ago  he  removed  from  New  Bedford  to  Worces- 
ter, and  so  much  of  his  professional  life  was  spent 
out  of  the  county,  we  have  not  thought  it  proper  to 
say  more  about  him,  as  he  more  properly  belongs  to 
Worcester  County  than  to  Bristol. 

Cbarlfs  H.  Warrkk  was  also  one  of  the  early 
lawyers  in  New  Bedford.  He  occupied  a  very  hon- 
orable position,  was  an  able  advocate,  was  for  several 
years  district  attorney  before  1836,  afterwards  was 
made  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  was 
an  upright  and  faithful  judge.  After  he  returned 
from  the  bench  he  was  made  president  of  the  Boston 
and  Providence  Railroad,  which  office  he  held  until 
his  death. 

Ezra  Bassbtt  was  born  in  Rochester,  in  the  com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts.  His  parents  were  poor 
people.  Ho  studied  law  with  his  brother,  Anslem  I 
Bassett,  Esq.,  at  Taunton,  and  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  the  law  in  Taunton.  He  also  for  a  short  time 
had  an  office  in  Altleborough.  In  1884  he  came  to 
New  Bedford,  and  there  remained,  having  a  consider- 
able share  of  the  law  business  until  his  death,  in  De- 
cember, 1843.  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  had  consider- 
able admiralty  practice,  and  was  earnest,  energetic, 
and  faithful  in  his  client's  interest.  He  had  a  large 
and  well-selected  law  library,  perhaps  the  best  law 
library  at  the  time  of  any  lawyer  in  New  Bedford. 
He  ia  frequently  spoken  of  by  the  present  members 


of  the  bar  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford  with  much 
respect  There  is  now  only  one  member  of  the  bar 
(Judge  Preacott)  at  New  Bedford  who  was  practicing 
law  at  his  death. 

Hon.  H.  O.  O.  Colby'  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Philip 
and  Harriet  (Sewall)  Colby,  born  1807  in  Hallowell, 
Me.  His  father  was  born  in  Sanbornton,  N.  H..  July 
80,  1779,  and  he  was  the  son  of  Isaac  Colby,  a  farmer 
of  great  industry  and  strong  mind,  atrict  integrity, 
stem  common  sense.  The  maiden  name  of  the  wife 
of  Isaac  Colby  was  Phebe  Hunt,  daughter  of  Philip 
Hunt,  of  Ncwburyport,  Mass.,  very  domestic  in  her 
habits,  and  of  a  very  tender,  loving  heart.  They  had 
nine  children.  In  the  year  1800,  Philip,  the  father  of 
Judge  Colby,  went  to  Portland,  Me.,  as  a  merchant'a 
clerk,  and  afterwards  established  himself  in  mercantile 
pursuits  in  Hallowell,  Me.,  which  he  followed  for  eight 
years.  Six  of  these  years  he  had  been  married  to  hia 
first  wife,Mias  Harriet  Sewall,  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Sewall,  of  Vassalborough,  Me.  They  were  married 
the  28th  of  June,  1804.  They  had  two  chjldren. 
On  the  24th  of  October,  1810,  the  eldest,  a  lovely 
boy  of  five  years,  died.  "A  very  remarkable  boy," 
writes  Miss  Caroline,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Colby; 
"  his  name  Hamilton  Van  Rensaalaer."  In  February 
of  the  following  year,  the  28th,  1811,  the  mother  also 
died.  "  A  woman  of  very  fine  and  most  lovely  char- 
acter," writes  again  Mias  Caroline,  adding,  "  these, 
the  mother  and  the  son,  are  buried  side  by  side  at 
Augusta,  Me." 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  life  of  the 
father  of  Judge  Colby.  He  joined  himself  to  the  I 
church  of  Rev.  Mr.  Giliett,  Hallowell,  with  his  wife 
in  her  sick-room,  and  dedicated  not  only  himself  but 
his  family  to  the  Lord.  He  soon  relinquished  his 
secular  business,  and  removing  to  Salem,  Mass.,  spent 
nearly  four  years  studying  with  Rev.  Dr.  Worcester, 
of  the  Tabernacle  Church,  and  secretary  of  the  Amer- 
ican Board  of  Missions.  This  course  of  study  addi- 
tional to  his  academic  course  In  Ollmanton,  N.  H., 
and  supplemented  by  a  large  acquaintance  with  men 
and  things  in  a  long  mercantile  life,  above  all,  aided 
and  enforced  by  the  teaching  which  comes  from 
|  above,  well  furnished  him  for  a  successful  aod  most 
useful  pastorate  with  the  church  in  North  Middle- 
borough,  Mass.,  continuing  from  the  summer  of  1817 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  Feb.  27,  1861,  thirty-four 
years. 

Harrison  Gray  Otis  Colby,  the  subject  of  our 
present  notice,  was  the  only  surviving  child  of  the 
first  marriage  of  the  minister.  He  gave  promise 
even  in  his  boyhood  of  future  eminence.  8o  schol- 
arly was  he  that  his  mother's  brother,  the  eminent 
Dr.  Sewall,  of  Washington,  took  charge  of  his  educa- 
tion and  saw  him  through  college. 

After  completing  his  study  of  law  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bristol  County  bar,  taking  up  his  residence  in 
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Taunton.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  New  Bedford, 
baring  married  hi*  wife  there,  a  daughter  or  John 
Avery  Parker,  Esq.  Mr.  Colby  easily  took  rank  among 
the  foremost  of  the  lawyer*  of  the  commonwealth.  It 
waa  no  surprise  when  he  wa»  promoted  from  the  bar 
to  the  bench.  He  was  of  a  tall,  commanding  figure, 
resembling  in  this  respect  his  father,  and,  like  this 
father,  he  waa  dignified,  courteous,  "every  inch  a 
gentleman." 

His  daughter  Caroline,  in  1876,  wrilea :  "  My  father 
died  Feb.  22,  1853,  and  is  buried  in  Now  Bedford. 
Four  children,  three  daughters  and  a  son,  survived 
him,  the  latter  being  the  youngest  child,  and  now  uu 
officer  in  the  United  States  navy.  I  have  the  honor 
and  privilege  of  being  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  my 
mother  has  all  her  daughters  with  her,  except  the  be- 
loved sister  next  to  myself,  who  died  ten  years  since, 
leaving  a  daughter,  the  only  grandchild,  as  none  of  the 
others  have  ever  married." 

I  will  add,  the  widow  of  Judge  Colby  became  the 
wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  Lambert,  a  distinguished  clergyman 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Oharlestown, 
Mas*. 

Thomas  Dawes  Eliot  was  born  March  20,  1808, 
in  Boston.  His  father,  William  Qreenleaf  Eliot,  was 
of  a  Boston  family,  though  a  reaident  of  Washington 
for  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  Hia  mauler's  family 
for  many  generations  were  also  of  Boston.  He  was 
named  for  hia  grandfather,  Judge  Thomas  Dawes,  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  whose  father  was  Col. 
Thomas  Dawes,  of  the  Boston  Committee  of  Safety  in 
the  Revolutionary  period.  Mr.  Eliot  married  in 
1834,  Frances  L.  Brock,  of  Nantucket.  Hia  brother, 
Dr.  William  O.  Eliot,  is  chancellor  of  tho  Washing- 
ton University,  at  St.  Louis,  and  has  been  long  known 
as  a  distinguished  Unitarian  clergyman  in  that  city. 
Hia  youngest  brother,  Capt.  Frank  A.  Eliot,  of  Phila- 
delphia, was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  in 
1863. 

Mr.  Eliot  was  graduated  in  1825  from  Columbia 
College,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  delivered 
the  Latin  salutatory  address.  Ho  soon  after  com- 
menced his  law  studies  with  his  uncle,  Chief  Justice 
Crunch,  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  district,  and  de- 
voted himself  to  a  profession  which  never  lost  its 
charms  to  him.  About  1830  he  went  to  New  Bed- 
ford, completed  his  studies  with  Judge  Charles  H. 
Warren,  then  in  full  practice,  and  upon  his  admission 
to  the  bar  was  invited  to  a  partnership  by  Mr.  War- 
ren. After  Mr.  Warren  went  upon  the  bench,  Mr. 
Eliot's  practice  became  very  large,  comprising  com- 
mon law  causes  in  Bristol,  Plymouth,  Barnstable, 
and  the  island  counties,  also  an  extensive  equity  busi- 
ness, and  employment  in  admiralty  causes,  then  be- 
coming very  numerous  in  Southern  Massachusetts. 
He  was  for  about  thirty  years  a  regular  attendant  at 
all  the  jury  terms  in  this  part  of  the  suite,  and  in  ad- 


to  his  business  as  senior  counsel,  kept  up  his 
own  office  business  in  all  branches  except  criminal 


practice.  He  wiis  a  thorough  legal  scholar  s 
practitioner,  master  both  of  the  great  principles  of 
the  law  and  of  iu  development  by  the  decisions  of  the 
court,  fully  equipped  and  ready  in  the  varying  as- 
pects of  a  trial  by  jury,  and  also  in  the  statelier  and 
more  scientific  debates  in  banc. 

Among  the  causes  which  attracted  public  attention 
in  which  he  was  engaged  we  note  the  great  litigation 
between  the  two  divisions  of  the  denomination  of 
Friends,  where  the  title  to  the  Quaker  meeting-houses 
'in  Massachusetts  and  Rhodo  Island  was  at  risk,  and 
'  in  which  the  usages  and  fuiths  of  the  respective  sects 
underwent  legal  investigation ;  also  the  contests  in 
this  county,  where  he  maintained  the  chartered  powers 
of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  on  issues  raised 
by  physician*  of  the  homceopathic  school.  We  note 
also  a  private  suit,  but  which  from  its  novelty  and 
magnitude  drew  general  professional  and  public  at- 
tention, as  the  result  depended  upon  the  execution, 
force,  and  effect  of  mutual  wills.  This  was  the  suit 
of  Hetty  H.  Robinson  v$.  Thomas  Mundoll,  involving 
an  estate  of  three  millions.  The  subject  of  murine 
insurance  was  of  great  and  growing  importance 
during  bis  practice.  The  whaling  fleet  of  New  Bed- 
ford aloue  contained  about  four  hundred  vessels,  and 
we  find  his  name  in  the  reports  of  nearly  all  the 
causes  which  grew  out  of  the  losses  of  this  great 
fleet,  and  the  curious  peculiarities  of  whaling-ships 
and  whaling.  His  tastes  were  so  professional  that  he 
twice  declined  an  appointment  to  the  beuch.  He 
had  no  desire  for  office-holding  as  such,  and  after 
serving  in  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  Senate,  as  the  young  lawyers  were  expected 
to  do,  kept  aloof  from  political  action  for  many  years, 
devoting  himself  to  practice  in  the  courts,  where  his 
reputation  for  skill,  force,  and  honorable  methods 
was  an  enviable  one.  Ho  was  of  great  industry, 
close  application,  and  conscientious  fidelity  to  his 
clients,  and  never  lost  their  confidence. 

In  1854  he  was  invited  by  the  Whigs  of  the  First 
Congressional  District  to  become  their  candidate  for 
Congress  for  an  uufiuished  terra.  His  election  fol- 
lowed, and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Thirty-third  Con- 
gress, in  the  midst  of  the  intense  excitement  attendant 
upon  the  introduction  of  the  Kansas- Nebraska  bill, 
took  part  in  the  debate,  and  his  printed  speech  was 
circulated  by  the  Whig  party  to  prove  its  concurrence 
with  the  growing  anti-slavery  sentiment  of  the  State. 
The  next  year  the  Whig  party  went  down  before  the 
Nativo  American  organization.  Its  State  ticket  and 
all  its  members  of  Congress  were  defeated,  and  tho 
party  never  again  appeared  in  political  action. 

The  slavery  issues  were  now  engaging  political 
attention.  The  "Conscience  Whigs,"  so  called  in 
Massachusetts,  deemed  their  old  party  useless  for  tho 
situation,  and  sought,  with  the  aid  of  the  Free-Soil 
organization  and  practical  anti-elavcry  men  of  all 
schools,  to  organize  anew.  The  result  was  the  Re- 
publican party.    Mr.  Eliot  was  greatly  interested  in 
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its  fonnntion.  He  organized  the  first  meeting  of  the 
new  party  in  this  county.  He  was  unanimously 
nominated  nn  its  candidate  for  nttnrney-genetal  of 
the  commonwealth,  but  declined  the  nomination,  nnd 
Inter  presided  nt  its  SUite  Convention.  After  he  had 
been  aliscnt  from  Congress  for  two  congressional 
terms,  the  First  District  again  elected  him  by  an 
immense  majority.  From  this  re-election  he  con- 
tinned  in  Congress  without  opposition  till  his  refusal 
of  further  service  in  1869.  He  was  early  identified 
in  Congress  with  the  anti-slavery  spirit  of  the  North. 
In  1RM  he  made  the  first  effort  for  repeal  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law  by  offering  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose. In  the  session  of  1861-62  he  urged  the  adop- 
tion of  views  by  the  government  that  should  enforce 
its  loftiest  authority,  and  his  speeches  nnd  debates 
show  how  little  he  regarded  all  forms  and  traditions 
which  stood  in  the  wsy  of  the  safety  of  the  people, 
which  Is  the  tuprema  lex.  He  insisted  that  the  pro- 
tection of  the  endangered  national  life  justified  the 
strongest  measures.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  war 
upon  pence  principles,  nnd  the  notion  then  prevalent 
of  protecting  rebels  in  their  slave  property  when  those 
slaves  were  wanted  for  the  national  defense.  In  this 
session  he  introduced  a  resolution  declaring  the  right 
and  duty  of  military  commanders  to  emancipate  the 
slaves  of  rebels,  and  supported  it  by  a  speech.  In 
1862,  as  chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Con- 
fiscation, he  reported  two  bills,  one  for  the  confiscation 
of  rebel  property  nnd  one  for  the  emancipation  of 
slaves  of  rebels.  The  former  was  passed,  but  the 
latter  passed  the  House  only.  In  1864  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Emancipation,  and  reported 
and  advocated  the  bill  establishing  a  Bureau  of  Freed- 
men's  A  flairs,  which  became  a  law.  It  was  in  the 
conception,  formation,  and  passage  of  this  bill,  and 
in  his  watchful  care  of  the  interests  of  the  bureau 
when  organized,  that  he  performed  a  service  which 
places  his  name  not  only  among  far-seeing  statesmen, 
but  among  the  wisest  and  beat  philanthropists.  It  is 
one  of  the  enduring  honors  of  the  nation's  statute- 
book,  a  high-water  mark  of  the  humanities  of  civil- 
ized legislation.  It  was  vetoed  by  President  Johnson, 
and  was  only  carried  over  his  veto  by  the  unflagging 
zeal  and  devotion  of  Mr.  Eliot. 

He  was  the  author  of  the  Coolie  Bill,  and  its  pas- 
sage wna  <lue  to  his  efforts.  The  system  of  importa- 
tion of  Chinese  coolies  bound  by  labor  contracts  was 
leading  to  a  system  hardly  less  abominable  nnd  degrad- 
ing thnn  actual  slavery.  Under  his  lend  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Congress  enacted  a  stringent  law  prohibiting 
American  vessels  from  engaging  in  this  triulr,  n  result 
deemed  by  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  of  England  and 
America  as  second  only  to  the  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  Mr.  Eliot  desired  to  leave 
Congress,  but  the  urgent  call  of  the  district  prevented, 
and  he  remained  in  failing  health  till  186!),  nnd  then 
absolutely  declined  a  renomination  after  n  service  of 


eleven  years.  He  then  hoped  to  resume  practice  at 
the  bar,  but  increasing  illness  prevented.  His  death 
occurred  June  14,  1870. 

Eminent  as  he  was  in  forensic  and  parliamentary 
debate,  he  was  not  less  so  in  conscientious  fidelity  to 
duty,  for  unselfish  patriotism  and  his  noble  advocacy 
of  human  rights.  He  had  the  well-won  esteem  of 
the  bar  and  bench.  In  public  life,  too,  he  was  com- 
pletely trusted  by  his  associates  and  respected  by  his 
political  opponents.  His  position  was  never  doubtful ; 
he  felt  it  the  duty  of  statesmen  to  try  to  lead  the  people 
where  they  should  go,  nnd  was  willing  to  take  the  risks 
of  such  a  course.  An  anecdote  may  be  in  place  here 
showing  how  the  astute  head  and  kindly  heart  of 
President  Lincoln  recognized  the  same  qualities  in 
Mr.  Eliot. 

A  citizen  of  Massachusetts  of  good  character  was 
indicted  for  embezzlement  from  a  post-ofBce.  The 
trial  was  a  difficult  one  upon  evidence  mainly  cir- 
cumstantial, and  the  result  a  conviction  and  heavy 
sentence. 

An  application  for  pardon  was  made  to  the  Presi- 
dent by  the  neighbors  of  the  defendant,  who  had  long  ' 
known  him  and  could  not  believe  him  guilty. 

Mr.  Lincoln  referred  the  topic  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, and  this  led  to  an  adverse  and  positive  report 
from  the  United  States  attorney  who  had  tried  the 
case.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  not  satisfied.  He  had  ac- 
quired doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  conviction, 
partly  from  his  own  examination  of  the  case  and 
partly  from  the  zeal  of  the  prosecuting  officer,  which 
he  said  was  praiseworthy  but  might  be  too  partisan. 
At  last  he  wrote  upon  the  papers  "referred  to  Hon. 
T.  D.  Eliot.— Abraham  Lincoln."  Mr.  Eliot  made  a 
careful  investigation,  was  convinced  that  the  verdict 
was  wrong,  and  so  reported  to  the  President. 

A  pardon  followed  with  a  promptness  that  sur- 
prised and  rather  provoked  the  prosecuting  officers. 
When  Mr.  Eliot  next  met  Mr.  Lincoln  the  latter  ad- 
vanced with  both  hands  extended  and  face  full  of  sat- 
isfaction, "  Well,  Eliot,"  said  he,  "  we've  got  our  man 
clear." 

We  close  this  sketch  of  Mr.  Eliot  by  an  extract  from 
the  New  Bedford  Mercury,  written  at  the  time  of  hit 
death : 

"  Mr.  Eliot  was  pure-minded,  kind-hearted,  of  ster- 
ling integrity,  and  of  a  most  catholic  spirit.  In  our 
unreserved  intercourse  with  him,  we  can  recall  no 
initance  in  which  he  indulged  in  any  unkind,  un- 
charitable, or  disparaging  remarks  about  even  those 
who  hnd  mnligned  him.  He  spoke  no  ill  of  his 
neighbor,  but  evinced  a  spirit  of  cburity  as  beautiful 
as  it  is  rare. 

"  He  was  a  deeply  religious  man,  always  ready  with 
good  words,  nnd  as  ready  with  good  works.  Of  bis 
labors  in  the  8undny-*chool  of  the  Unitarian  Church, 
where  for  years  he  was  superintendent,  many  of  our 
readers  have  grateful  recollections.  His  heart  was  in 
the  work,  nnd  he  deeply  regretted  the  necessity  of  its 
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relinquishment.  Thousand*  will  csll  to  mind  hie  in- 
valuable  service*  as  president  of  the  National  Con- 
ference of  Unitarian  Churches  and  also  of  the  Amer- 
ican Unitarian  Association,  his  admirable  tact  in  the 
chair,  his  hearty  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  and  his  earliest 
and  successful  exertions  for  fraternal  union.  He  was 
a  generous  man,  prompt  to  givo  to  every  good  object, 
and  foremost  In  hi*  contribution*  of  money  or  of  labor 
to  sustain  all  benevolent  enterprises.  Better  than  any 
triumph  at  the  bar  or  the  highest  honors  won  in  po- 
litical life  is  the  simple  record  of  his  unselfish 
Christian  life.  He  rests  from  his  labors,  and  his 
works  do  follow  him." 

John  Ham  Williams  Page1  was  born  at  Oilman- 
ton,  N.  H .,  and  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
the  class  of  1826.  In  September  of  that  year  he  took 
charge  of  Friends'  Academy  at  New  Bedford,  where 
he  continued  until  the  spring  of  1829,  when  impaired 
health  compelled  him  to  resign  that  position.  After 
a  brief  season  of  rest  he  commenced  the  study  of  the 
law,  and  was  for  a  time  at  the  Dane  Lhw  School  in 
Cambridge.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June, 
18S2,  and  at  once  opened  an  office  at  New  Bedford, 
where  he  soon  acquired  a  remunerative  practice.  His 
vigorous  mind  and  capacity  and  method  of  applica- 
tion had  mastered  the  principles  of  legal  science,  and 
hi*  quickness  of  apprehension  and  practical  industry 
soon  made  him  familiar  with  the  details  of  business. 
His  vigor,  earnestness,  and  evident  ability  attracted 
and  retained  clients,  who  never  had  occasion  to  regret 
their  selection  of  counsel.  If  he  excelled  in  any  one 
branch  of  professional  service  more  than  another  it 
was  in  the  application  of  the  law  to  the  affairs  of  active 
business.  He  bad  grown  into  ripeness  of  experience 
and  preparation  when  the  disturbed  condition  of  prac- 
tical affairs,  before  and  in  the  year  1837,  before  there 
was  any  insolvent  law  or  bankrupt  law,  furnished 
abundant  occupation  for  bright,  energetic,  and  capa- 
ble lawyers.  Mr.  Page  had  at  this  time  a  large  client- 
age, and  no  one  was  more  faithful  and  indefatigable 
than  he  was  in  his  employment.  He  maintained  a 
leading  position  at  the  bar  of  Bristol  County,  prac- 
ticing also  in  the  counties  of  Plymouth,  Barnstable, 
Nantucket,  and  Dukes  County,  until  he  removed  to 
i  to  assume  the  duties  of  treasurer  of  the  Law- 
i  machine-shop,  a  large  manufacturing  establish- 
,  in  which  place  he  continued  for  many  years, 
i  this  he  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  was  chairman  of  the  Railroad  Com- 
mittee. During  his  service  there  a  charter  was 
granted  for  a  railroad  from  Middleborough  to  Sand- 
wich, as  the  Cape  Cod  Branch  Railroad,  in  which  Mr. 
Page  took  a  strong  interest,  and  a  few  years  later  he 
was  chosen  president  of  that  railroad  corporation,  and 
remained  as  such  until  hi*  death.  He  supervised  the 
financial  affair*  of  the  railroad  company  during  the 
extension  of  the  road  from  Sandwich  to  Hyannis, 


and  assisted  largely  to  maintain  it*  credit  and  make 
it  finally  successful.  He  was  vigilant  to  understand 
all  the  details  of  the  affairs  of  the  company,  and  was 
thoroughly  informed  in  railroad  management. 

He  took  a  deep  and  practical  interest  in  agriculture, 
and  was  for  a  number  of  years  the  president  of  the 
Bristol  County  Agricultural  8ociety,  which  was  never 
more  »ucce*»ful  than  while  under  his  efficient  manage* 
nient. 

While  Mr.  Page  showed  great  capability  in  all  the 
various  matters  with  which  he  was  concerned,  in  none 
was  he  more  conspicuous  than  as  a  lawyer.  It  wan  an 
evident  mistake  that  he  left  a  profession  the  duties  of 
which  he  was  so  well  suited  to  fill  and  adorn  to  enter 
quite  late  in  life  upon  the  more  uncertain  field  of 
business,  and  in  which  he  was  not  wholly  successful. 
Mr.  Page  was  an  excellent  scholar  a-  well  as  lawyer, 
and  his  social  qualities  endeared  him  closely  to  those 
who  knew  him  best  and  understood  him  best. 

John  Hknky  Clifford,'  the  sixth  of  thirteen 
children  of  Benjamin  and  Aclisah  (Wade)  Clifford, 
was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  on  the  16th  of  January, 
1809,  and  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1827. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Bristol  County  iu 
1830,  after  completing  his  course  in  the  study  of  law, 
under  the  direction  of  Hon.  Timothy  O.  Coffin,  at 
New  Bedford,  and  of  Hon.  Theron  Metcalf,  after- 
wards one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  of  Massachusetts  at  Dedhani,  Norfolk  Co., 
Muss.  On  the  16th  of  January,  1832,  he  married 
Sarah  Parker  Allen,  daughter  of  William  Harland 
and  Ruth  (Parker)  Allen,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
Hon.  John  Avery  and  Averie  (Standish)  Parker,  who 
was  a  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation  from  Capt. 


He  practiced  law  in  New  Bedlord  from  the  time  of 
his  admissiou  to  the  bar  to  the  day  of  his  death,  at 
first,  for  a  brief  period,  as  the  partner  of  Hou.  Timo- 
thy O.  Coffin,  subsequently,  for  nearly  ten  years,  as 
the  partner  of  Harrison  O.  O.  Colby,  Esq.,  his  class- 
mate in  college.  From  1845  to  1853  his  student  of 
law,  Lincoln  F.  Brigham,  now  chief  justice  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Massachusetts,  was  his  junior 
partner,  and  after  1853  he  had  no  partner  in  the 
practice  of  law. 

His  first  appearance  in  public  life  was  in  1835, 
when  he  was  a  representative  of  New  Bedford  in  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  It  was  the  year  of  the 
revision  of  the  statutes  of  the  commonwealth,  and  he 
did  good  and  faithful  service  on  the  large  committee 
which  had  that  subject  in  charge.  In  1836  he  be- 
came one  of  the  aides-de-camp  of  Governor  Everett, 
and  retained  that  position  until,  by  a  single  vote  out 
of  a  hundred  thousand  votes,  Mr.  Everett's  chief 
magistracy  was  brought  to  a  close  in  1840. 

Before  Mr.  Everett  went  out  of  office,  however, 
in  1839,  he  had  conferred  upon  Col.  Clifford,  in 
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whom  he  had  the  highest  confldence,  the  appoint- 
ment of  district  attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of 
Massachusetts,  an  office  in  which  he  served  the  com- 
monwealth assiduously  and  successfully  for  nearly 
ten  years. 

Meantime,  in  1846,  the  county  of  Bristol  had 
elected  him  n  member  of  the  Senate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  gave  renewed  evidence  of  his 
ability  and  accomplishments  as  a  debater  and  a  legis- 
lator. 

In  1849  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  an  office 
which  was  to  be  the  field  of  his  longest  and  most 
distinguished  public  service.  In  that  year  he  re- 
ceived from  Governor  Briggs  the  appointment  of 
attorney -general  of  the  State. 

Early  in  the  following  year  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  con- 
duct a  memorable  trial,  with  which  his  name  will  be 
always  most  prominently  and  honorably  associated. 
No  trial  in  the  history  of  our  country  for  many  gen- 
erations, if  ever,  has  excited  a  deeper  interest  or 
challenged  a  more  anxious  and  critical  attention  thanj 
that  of  Professor  John  W.  Webster  for  the  murder,' 
of  Dr.  George  Parkroan. 

In  B lark  icon/ /' i  Magazine  for  June,  1850,  in  an 
article  on  "  Modern  State  Trials,"  being  one  of  a 
series  of  articles  from  the  pen  of  the  eminent  bar- 
rister, Samuel  Warren,  the  author  of  "  Dinry  of  a 
Physician"  and  of  "  Ten  Thousand  a  Year,"  occurs 
the  following  passage: 

"It  was  our  intention  to  have  included  in  this 
paper  n  sketch  of  a  great  American  trial  for  murder, 
that  of  the  late  Professor  Webster  for  the  murder 
of  Dr.  Parkman,  a  fearful  occurrence,  a  black  and 
dismal  tragedy  from  beginning  to  end,  exhibiting 
most  remarkable  indications,  as  it  appears  to  us,  of 
the  overruling  Providence  which  sometimes  sees  fit 
to  allow  its  agency  in  human  affairs  to  become  visible 
to  us.  All  we  shall  at  present  say  on  the  subject  is 
that  the  reply  of  Mr.  Clifford  for  the  prosecution 
cannot  be  excelled  in  close  and  conclusive  reasoning, 
conveved  in  language  equally  elegant  and  forcible. 
Its  effect,  as  a  demonstration  of  the  guilt  of  the  ac- 
cused, is  fearful." 

In  the  autumn  of  1852  a  convention  of  the  Whig 
party  of  Massachusetts  nominated  Attorney-General 
Clifford  for  Governor  of  the  Stale.  He  accepted  the 
nomination  with  reluctance,  and  although  he  re- 
ceived nearly  twenty-five  thousand  votes  more  than 
either  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  was  not  elected 
by  the  people.  On  the  meeting  or  the  Legislature, 
however,  he  was  chosen  by  the  votes  of  the  two 
branches,  and  was  inaugurated  aa  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts on  the  14th  of  January,  1853. 

In  his  inaugural  address  he  used  the  following 
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Governor  Clifford  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
chief  magistracy  with  great  fidelity  and  dignity,  and 
it  was  only  for  him  to  say  whether  he  should  remain 
in  the  office  for  a  second  year.  But  his  interest  in  his 
profession  determined  him  to  decline  a  n  nomination, 
and  on  the  election  of  Governor  Emory  Washburn 
as  his  successor  he  was  at  once  called  on  by  him  to 
resume  his  place  as  attorney-general  of  the  common- 
wealth. He  continued  to  hold  that  office — by  execu- 
tive appointment  for  one  year,  by  legislative  election 
for  another,  and  again  for  a  third  by  the  choice  of  the 
people  of  the  State— until  1858.  He  had  thus  served 
the  commonwealth  as  its  highest  law-officer  for  a  full 
term  of  seven  years  in  all,  and  in  that  capacity  had 
certainly  rendered  his  best  public  service  and  acquired 
his  greatest  public  distinction. 

In  retiring  finally  from  his  position  he  did  not 
abandon  his  professional  labors,  but  was  frequently 
to  be  found  in  the  highest  courts  of  the  common- 
wealth and  of  the  nation  in  the  argument  of  impor- 
tant cases.  During  the  terrible  civil  war  which  soon 
afterwards  afflicted  the  country  he  omitted  no  efforts 
in  his  power  to  sustain  the  cause  of  the  Union  accord- 
ing to  the  convictions  of  his  own  conscience.  More 
than  once  he  was  summoned  to  Washington  to  hold 
council  with  cabinet  officers  in  regard  to  measures  in 
contemplation.  At  home,  too,  he  spared  neither  time 
nor  money  in  encouraging  the  soldiers  who  went  out 
from  his  own  city  or  county.  In  1862  he  accepted  an 
olection  to  the  State  Senate,  and  was  at  once  chosen 
president  of  that  body,  in  that  capacity  rendering 
conspicuous  service  to  the  commonwealth  at  the  most 
critical  period  of  the  war.  In  1868  he  was  one  of  the 
electors  nt  large,  and  united  in  giving  the  vote  of 
Massachusetts  to  President  Grant. 

In  the  previous  year,  however,  1867,  he  had  en- 
tered upon  a  line  of  life  which  was  finally  to  separate 
him  from  further  professional  or  political  service,  and 
to  confine  him  to  the  routine  of  practical  business. 
Assuming  the  charge  of  the  Boston  and  Providence 
Railroad  corporation  as  its  president,  ho  devoted 
himself  to  its  affairs  with  all  his  accustomed  earnest- 
ness and  energy. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Sciences.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  But  he  rendered 
larger  services  to  Harvard  University  at  Cambridge, 
of  which  he  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  overseers 
and  repeatedly  the  president  of  the  board,  in  which 
capacity  it  became  his  duty  to  officiate  at  the  induc- 
tion in  1853  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Walker,  and  in  1869 
of  Charles  W.  Eliot,  Esq.,  as  presidents  of  the  uni- 
versity. He  received  the  degree  of  LL.D.  from 
Brown  University  and  also  from  Harvard  University. 

Governor  Clifford  was  also  one  of  the  original  board 
of  trustees  of  the  great  education  fund  established 
by  the  munificence  of  George  Pesbody,  his  personal 
friend,  for  the  impoverished  and  desolated  States  of 
the  South.    No  one  was  more  faithful  to  that  noble 
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trust,  and  no  one  will  be  more  affectionately  and 
gratefully  remembered  by  all  who  were  associated 
with  him  in  ita  labor*  and  responsibilities. 

In  the  spring  of  1873  he  waa  compelled  to  abandon 
all  occupation  and  fly  to  the  salubrious  aira  of  Florida. 
In  the  spring  of  1875  a  visit  to  Europe  was  recom- 
mended to  him,  and  he  sailed  for  Liverpool  on  the 
24th  of  April  of  that  year. 

Before  Governor  Clifford  embarked  for  Europe  he 
had  declined  appointments  as  United  States  Minister 
both  to  Russia  and  to  Turkey,  which  bad  been  suc- 
cessively offered  to  him  by  the  administration  at 
Washington.  He  had,  however,  previously  accepted 
an  appointment  as  United  States  Commissioner  on 
the  Fisheries  under  the  arbitration  treaty  with  Oreat 
Britain,  and  had  always  contemplated  fulfilling  that 
appointment 

But  his  work  was  ended,  public  and  private.  In- 
deed, he  had  hardly  reached  hia  home  in  New  Bed- 
ford, after  a  brief  stay  in  Boston,  where  he  arrived, 
and  waa  but  just  beginning  to  receive  from  his  old 
friends  and  neighbors  tho  tokens  of  welcome  which 
had  awaited  him,  when  a  disease  of  the  heart,  which 
had  given  mysterious  indications  in  former  years, 
was  now  unmistakably  manifested.  A  very  few  weeks 
sufficed  to  bring  it  to  a  crisis,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  2d  of  January,  1876,  he  died  at  New  Bedlord,  in 
the  houae  in  which  he  had  enjoyed  for  more  than 
forty  years  the  rarest  domestic  felicity,  although  from 
It  again  and  again  beloved  children,  in  the  most  en- 
dearing stages  of  their  Uvea,  had  been  taken  by  the 
angel  of  death.  His  wife,  two  daughters,  and  three 
sons— Charles  Warreu  Clifford,  Wulter  Clifford,  both 
members  of  the  bar  of  Bristol  County,  and  Dr. 
Arthur  Clifford,  since  deceased— survived  him. 

The  following  tribute  to  Governor  Clifford  was  of- 
fered by  a  distinguished  statesman  of  Virginia  (the 
Hon.  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart)  when  his  death  was 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Peabody 
i  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,  in  Virginia, 
in  August,  1876: 

"There  was  a  quiet  dignity  and  grace  in  every 
movement,  and  his  countenance  beamed  with  intelli- 
gence and  benignity.  To  a  mind  of  great  power  lie 
united  a  heart  which  throbbed  with  generous  im- 
pulses, and  a  happy  facility  or  expression  which  gave 
a  peculiar  charm  to  his  conversation.  There  waa  a 
frankness  in  his  bearing  and  a  genial  urbanity  about 
him  which  at  ouoe  commended  confidence  and  in- 
spired good  will.  Every  one  who  approached  him 
felt  attracted  by  a  species  of  personal  magnetism 
which  was  irresistible." 

This  biography  of  John  Henry  Clifford  would  be 
inadequate  as  a  testimonial  of  his  lifo  and  career  if 
It  did  not  Include  a  statement  of  the  following  public 
demonstrations  in  memory  of  him  which  upon  his 
death  emanated  from  the  political,  charitable,  literary, 
commercial,  and  professional  institutions  in  which  he 

nt  functions : 


JVaTamfrtm  IA.  Statt  DtrmrtmmU  «/  1*4  [hued  Sole..- 
•Wmiwrnn,  Jan.  3,1 

eolved  Willi  HM  iSSfSSl  r.-grul   The  noun  try  lMi(uuJ>i»l  |wn  u»eu. 

[mi ;  i  )  Mid  aorrow. 

"  H  « u I  i  ron  riSS,  HtcrrUirf  o/  Sal.. 
"Obaslu  W.  Currosp,  EeQ.,  New  Bedford." 

fitniol  from  Co  Mr*  or  Jiice  •  fnaefenil  Xwaf)  >..  «W  l*Qi*l«imrt  •/  .11..- 
„,:', Jan.  0,  1*70. 
*  Nor  cnu  juu  or  I  forgel  that  evau  now  Uw  •will  la  receiving  hi  III 
boeom  lb*  remain*  of  »  p*M  chief  m.gl.lr.1*  uf  U.o  coruiuouwenllh, 
who  embodied  lu  hb  chancier  and  eieniplltted  In  bb  lifo  til  Ihetwe 

the  w.  of  I 

» 


"IM  SlUATI.  Of  M»u  A      L.L1TTS,  J 14 1 .   II,  ISTt. 

"Til*  committee  on  tb«  doalb  of  ex-Oovoruur  dittoed,  lu  whom  was 
referred  Hit  cuianuulenUou  uf  UU  Kxeeilency  Ik*  Qunraor,  report  lb* 
Mccom p*u^lu(  reculillloua: 

« ■  Jfomfoad,  Tli.l  In  the  death  uf  Julio  Hvurj  CllSufd,  ai  .Governor  uf 
Uuui:liuMtli,  l Ik w  coii.B.oriw.j.Uh  Iih  luetune  uf  tta  Html  ueuful,  eccum* 
piUI.eJ, sod  diillnguleiied  cltii.in.  Whether  bU  varied and  wwll-lrulued 
town  were  exvrted  In  lbs  o»«  or  educaUou  or  lu  the  eieculluu  uf 
tb*  laws,  ur  exei  deed  In  debet.  In  either  branch  of  lb.  UgleLtur.  of 

thli  Stele,  or  levied  in  lb*  rtepuuelble  omUii  dutfoe  I  |  upon 

him  M  lb.  chief  magletr.1*  of  lull  comn.cmw.eltt,,  la  .11  Ikt  poalUoo* 
of  public  trait  b.  *u  worthily  tiled  b.  Illu.li.ted  lb.  ardor  of  hb  pe- 
iriull.ni,  Ih*  vigor  of  bb  lolelleclueJ  powere,  *ud  (dd»d  lo  lb.  tun*  uf 
lb.  >        »  M.I.  now  gmrat  hb  dealt,  ud  honor*  hb  w.muijr.  • 

" '  kmoi—d,  That  bb  print*,  no  lam  than  hi*  public,  lifo  bur.  leetl- 
n>oujr  lu  lb.  w  ledum,  etreuglh,  beauty,  and  gran  of  hi*  p*r*uu*l  charac- 
ter; dignified  without  nu.loritj, firm  nod  decided  in  l.u  conviction*,  y*t 
uuurteuua  .ud  deferential  lo  lime  of  bb  lawocialea,  Willi  .  puw.r  tu 
npptj  bb  varied  .tl*liini*iil*  tu  th*  pracUcal  aflaira  uf  uuaiu**e  lifo,  h* 
added  lu  lb.  pruaperlly  and  hepplueaa  of  hb  fellow-cilixena  l>>  hi.  m- 
vlcea  and  cuuneil,  and  ll.ua  exemplified  lb*  peculbr  republican  •Im- 
plicit* of  our  ayatoma  of  government,  which  recugulx*  .11  publla  pcei- 
liona  a*  temporary  Inula,  conferring  honor  Mil*  upon  Ibu**  who  by 
wle*  and  pure  adniluletratkin  pruvo  Ibenunlrta  worthy  Uw  uu  lo*» 
honorable  dull*,  of  private  lifo.' 

"Ix  Sih»ti!.Ji.ii.  II.I87S. 

"8.  K.  (llrrono,  CUrt. 
"  Hoiat  or  Kar.ranrriTivra,  Jan.  11, 117a 
"Uaoao.  A.  M.UDCK,  Otori." 
Tvnefeai  /  Ui<  I  ...  ./....-.  .'V«d. 

"AyncAL  Uiitim, 
44  Wuitk  Sui.riiu.  Erai.ua,  Aug.  6, 1S70. 
"Th*  following  reeolutlune,  propuaed  by  llua.  A.  II.  U.  Stuart,  uf 
Virginia,  and  eeouuded  by  U.U.  Klckard  Taylur,  uf  Luubl.ua, 
uuallittluUnly  adopted: 

•• '  i,,..        That  w.  b*T.  haanl  with  proluuud  aorrow  of  III*  < 
•luce  our  hurt  aiiuual  aaeaUng,  of  lion.  John  II.  Uliflbrd,  una  uf  uur 
urlglual  tru.leea,  appointed  l>j  Mr.  0*urg»  Peeuody  tu  «up.riul«nd  Uie 

uire.  W.  feel  that  in  Ih*  d*alh  of  Oor.iuur  Clin..rJ  wa 
of  one  of  the  tnual  u**rnl.  Heal- 
oua,  and  endent  laMnUr*  of  our  body,  and  that  w*  l«*u  be«ii  deprived 
uf  Uie  *uel*ly  of  a  gimtl«nau  NhstS  .mlueul  tal mile,  Ilu.r.1  « 


were  euurcr.  uf  culi- 
ir.  tu  .11  whu  had  lb.  good  fortune  lu  be  tbiuwu  lub.  lull, 
mate  aaauclation  with  him.  A*  lagblatur,  allorn*yi|*ii*ral.  aiul  Uuv- 
•rnur  uf  Maaaacbuaatla,  h.  gav.  abundant  avklanoe  uf  hi.  wleiluui,  legal 
and  adiatnialratlv*  nbillly,  and  .rdlghwued  patrlotUni.  A.  >  aagacluu., 
.nergetic,  *ud  public  (pirll.d  clU**n,  b.  cuntrlbut*d  largely  tu  lb.  de- 
velopment of  the  material  Itilereeb  of  hi*  naUr*  Stale.  And  In  hie 
prlv.1*  lifo  lh*r*  waa  a  conUniial  aahil.lliou  of  llioee  uuuty  virtue.  ..u.l 
aUratflve  grace,  whlcli  dignify  aud  aikirn  lit.  rliaracleruf  lb*  Clul.tlan 
goiitiwuuvn. 

"'lib  aaal  at  our  board  baa  been  loft  vacant.  Tb.  ptacea  IU»1  have 
ksowu  Mm  will  know  blm  no  mure,  lie  hae  (una  hi  euyuy  the  reward 
uf  a  welUpaut  life.  All  Umt  la  l*ft  to  ua  la  lb*  memory  of  bb  Uleola, 
public  eervlcee,  aud  hb  many  vliluva. 
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"Om«I  Pkamdy  ICi  eeitl  l,  Strrttary" 
"  T' wt.it  »/  la*  Om»n  «/  Hmard  (hfamify,  Jan.  IB,  1J70. 
"In  Um  death  of  our  lauaaaodale,  John  II.  Clifford,  w»  recngnlt*  Uie 
interruption  of  an  hooorabl*,  ueefnl,  and  happy  life.    Ihvrn  in  another 
State,  he  attained  th*  hlghed  official  datlmi  In  oar  commonwealth  • 

 r|      nndher  ualvereity,  he  predded  for  many  yean  over  the 

Orrraeere  of  Harvard  ;  trained  to  the  law,  ha  readied  lie  high  honon  e 
quarter  of  a  century  before  he  retired  •••  ■>,  practice  to  gain  eqaal  pra- 
eeder.ee  In  another  field  of  lalwr;  United  with  hl(h  pnblk'  office*,  he 
held  In  private  eoclal  dallon  an  equal  rank  ;  and  «  liether  In  public  or 
In  private,  he  held  no  plan,  which  he  did  not  adequately  fill.  Admlnla- 
teriag  Ihe  .fhlrt  of  tl.e  oomm<m.e*llh  or  the  bnelneea  of  hie  corpora- 
tion, he  wa«  wlee  In  conned,  eontervatlve  In  action,  tklllfnl  In  dealing 
with  men.  rrcddlng  In  Ihe  Senate  or  in  Ihle  hoard,  we  well  know  hie 
tort,  hie  eonrtoey,  hh  Impartiality.  In  hie  ,  mferton,  to  the  atrength  of 
■  enand  mind  In  a  errand  bod/  he  did  not  dledaln  to  add  the  grace  of 
dear  eapreeeion  and  of  tltver  epeech.  Aa  attorney-general,  he  gave  a 
dignity  lo  the  offire  of  public  pmaecatnr,  which  In  hie  hande  partook  of 
Um  nature  of  Judicial  eervlca.  In  private  life,  welcome  at  every  hoard, 
he  welcomed  hie  frh-nd*  lo  hie  own  with  a  breed,  fire  hoepltalily.  Sue- 

ceaa  waited  npon  dceert  thronghoot  hie  life.  Al  a  pnMIc  mm  nallce 

eaatiled,  m  envy  touched  him.  In  hh)  profeednn,  the  •MCMKM  proae- 
cntlon  of  a  great  criminal  In  a  earn—  ..7-1*.  gnve  hint  a  name  at  home 
and  abroad.  la  bla  later  hualnree  career,  he  left  Ihe  corporation  which 
he  had  In  charge  at  the  head  of  Ita  kind  In.  prosperity,  and  gave  to  our 
city  en  ornament  which  may  etand  aa  a  monaraeat  alike  of  hla  good 
taeteaml  hie  good  Judgment.  Hie  grace  or  manner,  the  eipreeifon  ofn 
Iracted  hoeta  of  frlende,  whom  lite  real  worth 
(•red  circle  of  home  love  wae  given  and  returned 
carried  Into  pablle  and  bnelneea  lira  the  high 
of  honor  whirl,  la  loo  often  left  at  tl.e  homo  tl.re.hold;  and  the 


ha*  fed  In  hint  a  noble 


of  ui  a  dear 


clliaen, 


TVi««V  e/  Me  Bottom  md  fVordeae* 
"Ala  meeting  of  Ihe  director!  of  the  Bodon  and  Providence  Railroad 
corporation,  .ailed  for  Wedaeeriey,  Jan.  12,  IMfl,  owing  to  the  death  of 
the  BoM.  Jolin  llrnrv  Clifford,  the  late  provident  of  the  company,  which 
occurred  enddenly  at  hla  home  In  New  Itedford,  on  Sunday  morning,  Jao- 
nary  Id,  In  the  elxty-eaveflth  year  or  hie  age,  the  following  rraolnllone 
were  adopted  ui  i  ordered  lo  tie  entered  npon  the  record*.  The  acting 
preehlent  wtie  reqnreterl  to  eend  a  eofiy  lo  Mr.  Clifford'*  family  : 

*  In  the  death  of  their  pecetdenl,  hie  mandate  director*  reeognlae  tha 
lorn  to  tike  rommnnlty — In  which  he  had  held  eo  prominent  and  honor- 
able a  podtlon  during  a  peculiarly  active  and  ueerul  llfo — of  adlatlo- 
gnlehcd  clilaf  magutrata,  of  a  pore,  able,  and  eloqnenl  pnMIe  •arrant 
In  the  Senate  and  the  forum,  of  a  valuod  dtlsen,  and  of  a  moat  gonial, 
I  geotleman. 

elded  from  lit*  academic  exerrieee  and  edvlalng 

eonndl  of  our  IH-Ighhoriug  nnivenity,  or  which  he  waa  an  adopted  and 
fav.rlte  eon.  and  wheaa  honon  he  an  greatly  valued ;  from  the  lid  or  the 


>e  or  hie  own 
of  ifntvtpn  who  *""pr* 
lh*  1*1*  George  Pre  body 

"  The  grief  of  th*  houee  of  mourning  for  lie  beloved  brail  I*  known 
hat  loo  well. 

-The  general  government,  whnee  proffer*  of  diplomatic  lire  he  felt 
obliged  to  decline,  the  commonwealth  and  the  bar,  with  many  learned 
bodleaof  which  ha  wa*  a  member,  hare  already  offered  their  tribal** 
to  th*  memory  of  Mr.  Clifford;  but,**  Intimately  amorialod  with  him 
In  hU  nfHi-lel  nwltlon     preehlent  of  thl*  ornoretlw,  w*  wbh  to  make 

connected  with  It. 
"And  It  I*  therefore 

"  Jhredeerf,  That  by  the  death  of  Prooldent  Clifford  the  etnckholden 
of  the  Boeton  and  Providence  Kallraad  corporation  have  lot  the  aervlco* 
of  one  who  gave  of  the  bed  year*  of  hi*  life  lo  U 


«/  (&e  fler*/  far  Cbw.q,  «/  Ode/*/.  J 
"Kiwi 

"  Hon.  Ooorge  Mareton,  dhrtrlct  i 
following  reonlutione  of  the  I 

" '  Upon  Ihe  decaaae  of  Ihe  1 
of  Drtool  County 

"■  hV*de-rf,  That  while  wa  an  eaddened  by  th*  affliction  which  ha* 
removed  from  our  tight  our  mod  eminent  brother  and  loader,  oar  reeol- 
leelion  of  hh.  pmrrealunal  career  afford*  th*  hlghed  •alietacttan.  Ill* 
love  of  the  law,**  the  cboeen  parenltof  hie  life,  waa ilncera, ardent,  ggoje 
tmlllng,  and  unaUled.  Hie  ahllity  wa*  nnqueettooed  In  every  depart- 
ment or  hie  profemion.  Ill*  learning  wa*  amid*  and  hla  (kill  edrqnata 
In  ovary  exigency.  Til*  ton*  of  hla  practice,  whether  In  coneaitallon  or 
In  hi*  addreme*  lo  ihe  Jury  or  to  lh*  court,  en*  dwaye  In  accord  with 
th*  puree!  eihlra.  Hi*  llddlty  to  hi*  client  and  hi*  cane*  wai  only 
eqnded  be  hie  Adellly  to  lh*  beet  atnndarde  of  honor  and  duty.  A*  tha 
la-  ofllcer  of  the  commonwealth,  b*  addad  dignity  to  th*  office  and  die- 
Unction  to  th*  Stale.  The  fame  which  ha  attained  a*  a  lawyer  waa  1 1 1  a*, 
trated  by  th*  nobleet  qnalllieaof  panond  character."' 

The  foregoing  biography  has  been  composed  mostly 
by  Adopting,  in  substance  and  in  words,  parts  of  a 
memoir  prepared— agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society— by  Hon.  Robert  0. 
Winthrop,  who  became,  in  1836,  one  of  the  aides-de- 
camp of  Governor  Edward  Everett,  aud  then  formed 
with  Col.  Clifford  ties  which  for  more  than  forty 
years  were  maintained  by  constant  correspondence 
and  familiar  friendship.  The  composer  of  this  biog- 
raphy is  one  who  regrets  that  the  necessary  limita- 
tions of  his  work  do  not  permit  him  to  do  justice  to 
the  charming  and  endearing  personality  of  John 
Henry  Clifford,  and  to  an  experience  of  his  abundant 
and  delicate  kindness  of  heart  during  more  than  thirty 
years  of  intimate  professional  and  affectionate  social 
intercourse  with  him. 

Josrph  Rickrtson  Williams,  sou  of  Richard  and 
Rebecca  (Smith)  Williams,  of  New  Bedford, 
was  born  on  the"  14th  of  November,  1808,  l_ 
lineal  descendant  of  Edward  Winslow,  the  Puritan. 
Under  the  instruction  of  Luther  B.  Lincoln  he  was 
fitted  for  Harvard  at  the  Sandwich  Academy.  He 
gained  a  high  rank  of  scholarship,  and  graduated  with 
distinguished  honors  at  Cambridge  in  1831.  He  then 
entered  the  law-office  of  Hon.  John  Davis  in  Worces- 
ter, with  whom  he  completed  his  studies  for  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  After  his  admittance  to  the  bar,  he  was 
offered  a  partnership  with  Hon.  John  H.  Clifford,  of 
New  Bedford,  which  his  uncertain  state  of  health 
induced  him  to  decline,  and  he  relinquished  his  pro- 
fession, and  in  1835  ho  accepted  the  agency  of  an 
extensive  New  England  company  for  investments  in 
Western  lands,  and  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio.  There  he 
built  the  American  Hotel,  and,  with  Mr.  Pierre  M. 
Irviug,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Toledo  Blade,  and 
gave  it  its  significant  name.  In  1839  he  took  up  val- 
uable lands  on  St.  Joseph's  River  in  Michigan,  and 
built  a  fine  flouring  mill,  which  after  a  profitable 
business  of  several  years  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

From  1887  to  1853,  Mr.  Williams  was  largely  iden- 
tified with  the  political  interests  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
Twice  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  8enate 
Oon.  Cass,  and  three  times  a  Whig  t 
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for  Congress,  owing  to  the  overwhelming  strength  of 
the  Democratic  party,  the  Whigs  were  euccessively 
defeated.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  Michigan  in  1850.  In  1853  he 
returned  to  Toledo,  bought  out  the  Bladi,  which  then 
became  the  sturdy  advocate  of  Republican  principles. 
It  nominated  Salmon  Chase  for  Governor  of  the  State, 
and  did  more  for  the  party  in  Northern  Ohio  than  all 
the  other  papers  in  the  State.  After  three  years  of 
editorial  labor  his  health  again  failed  him,  and  he 
accepted  at  the  hands  of  the  Michigan  Legislature  the 
presidency  of  the  Agricultural  College  of  Michigan  at 
Lansing.  Few  men  had  written  with  greater  ability 
on  agricultural  subjects,  and  he  was  marked  aa  the 
most  suitable  person  to  inaugurate  this  experiment, 
the  first  of  its  kind  in  this  country. 

The  undertaking  prospered,  but  after  a  year  of 
laborious  exertion  he  was  forced  to  abandon  the  work 
and  seek  relief  in  Havana  and  the  Bermudas. 

He  returned  in  1860  improved  in  health,  and  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  of  Michigan,  which  body  elected 
him  president.  His  speeches  to  the  Senate  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  are  models  of  patriotism 
and  eloquence. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  writer  of  great  power,  his  ideas 
comprehensive,  and  hia  words  fitly  chosen.  He  waa 
a  man  of  great  heart,  generous,  and  deeply  sensitive 
to  the  misfortunes  of  his  fellow-men.  In  social  life  he 
was  u  most  agreeable  companion,  full  of  intelligence, 
with  a  large  acquaintance  with  books  and  extensive 
literary  acquirements,  which  served  to  adorn  his 
natural  powers  as  a  conversationalist.  The  precarious 
state  of  his  health  prevented  him  from  being  one  of 
the  men  of  mark  in  his  native  State,  and  returning  in 
a  large  measure  to  hia  Alma  Mater' the  fruita  of  ber 
planting. 

Hia  death  at  any  time  would  have  been  felt  as  a 
calamity,  but  it  happened  at  a  time  when  the  thoughts 
of  such  men  were  needed  to  give  tone  and  character 
to  the  public  acts  and  enterprises  of  the  age,  and  was 
felt  most  keenly  by  his  associate*. 

Mr.  Williams  died  suddenly  on  the  15th  of  June, 
1861,  at  hia  old  home  in  Constantino,  and  was  buried 
in  New  Bedford.  He  married  in  Buifalo,  in  1844, 
Sarah  Rowland  Langdon,  daughter  of  John  Langdon, 
and  granduiece  of  Oen.  John  Langdon,  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Hon.  Joshua  Olapp  Stone,  a  son  of  Henry  B. 
and  Elizabeth  (Glapp)  Stone,  waa  born  in  Boston  on 
the  28th  of  August,  1825.  His  father  was  cashier 
and  president  of  the  Suffolk  Bank.  lie  lived  in 
Boston  till  1888,  and  was  there  a  pupil  of  Mr.  T.  B. 
Haywood.  At  an  academy  at  Leicester,  Maw.,  he 
prepared  for  Harvard  College,  which  he  entered  in 
1840.  He  waa  a  diligent  student,  and  his  gentlemanly 
manners,  honorable  bearing,  sympathetic  nature,  and 
genial  waya  won  and  retained  the  universal  respect 
of  the  faculty  and  his  fellow-students.  After  hia 
graduation  in  1844  he  entered  the  Dane  Law  School 


of  Harvard.  In  1846  he  entered  the  law-office  of 
Col.  J.  H.  W.  Paige,  of  New  Bedford,  remaining  there 
till  1858,  when  he  associated  himself  with  Judge 
Brigham,  of  the  same  city,  remaining  with  him  till 
Mr.  Brigham  was  appointed  to  the  bench,  when  he 
returned  to  Boston.  The  attractions  of  New  Bedford 
for  him  led  him  back  to  that  city  in  1862,  when  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  Hon.  W.  W.  Crapo, 
with  whom  he  remained  till  his  death.  He  was  at 
one  time  justice  of  the  Court  of  Insolvency  for  the 
county  of  Bristol.  In  1866  and  1867  he  represented 
the  Eleventh  Representative  District  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature. 

Sept.  17, 1850,  Mr.  Stone  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  and  Anna  Halheway,  of  New  Bed- 
ford. He  died  in  that  city  Jan.  2,  1869,  leaving  a 
widow  and  five  children,  four  sons  and  a  daughter, 
all  of  whom  ure  living.  Mr.  Stone  was  held  in  high 
esteem,  and  was  a  great  loss  not  only  to  his  family, 
but  to  the  social  and  business  community  and  to  the 
legal  profession.  As  a  counselor,  he  was  regarded  us 
honorable  aud  upright;  as  an  advocate,  convincing, 
persunsive,  earnest,  and  logical ;  as  a  legislator,  pub- 
lic-spirited, zealous,  and  sincere.  His  associates  ot 
the  bar  had  a  high  appreciation  of  his  legal  knowledge 
and  keen  judgment ,  judges  before  whom  he  appeared 
showed  their  appreciation  of  his  manliness,  ability, 
and  sincerity;  the  Legislature  felt  his  power,  and  was 
honored  and  strengthened  by  his  presence. 

Omvkh  Pkescott  is  now  the  oldest  lawyer  prac- 
ticing law  In  New  Bedford.  He  was  born  in  Mid- 
dlesex County,  Nov.  25,  1806,  was  educated  at  Har- 
vard College,  and,  after  teaching  at  the  Friends' 
Academy  in  New  Bedford,  and  studying  law  in  the 
law  school  at  Cambridge,  in  the  office  of  Lemuel  Wil- 
liams, Esq.,  of  New  Bedford,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  the  Juue  term  in  1832.  He  was  appointed  judge 
of  probate  in  1835,  aud  held  that  office  until  the  court 
waa  abolished  in  1868.  Ho  was  in  184(5  appoiuted 
judge  of  the  police  court  of  New  Bedford,  and  held 
that  office  until  1858,  when  he  resigned. 

He  has  always  been  a  careful,  wise,  and  discreet  ad- 
viser, and  has  had  more  experience  in  probate  matters 
than  any  other  lawyer  in  this  county.  He  has  always 
had  the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  brethren  at  the 
bar,  and  is  now  held  in  much  esteem  by  all  classes  of 
the  citizens  of  New  Bedford  aud  adjoining  towns. 

Hon.  Okoror  Mauoton.— When  in  the  winter  of 
1868-69  the  members  of  the  New  Bedford  bar  stood 
around  the  open  grave  of  Joshua  C.  Stone,  paying 
the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  one  who  from  the  first 
rank  in  the  profession  had  just  passed  away  in  the 
fullness  of  his  great  powers,  the  thought  must  have 
passed  through  the  minds  of  many,  "  Who  will  fill 
his  place?"  The  older  members  of  the  bar  had  then 
all  either  passed  away,  retired  from  active  practice, 
or  gone  upon  tho  bench,  and  while  others  were  dis- 
tinguished in  other  branches  of  the  profession  the 
mantle  of  leadership  in  the  courts  had  fallen  upon 
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Stone  and  Stetson.  To  thin  high  position  made  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  Mr.  Stone  the  name  of  no  heir- 
nppnrcnt  np|icarcd  ti|ion  Iho  roll  of  the  New  Bedford 
har,  which  at  thin  time  wna  very  limited  in  number, 
and  it  waa  evident  that  Mr.  Stone'a  successor  must  be 
found  elsewhere.  The  reputation  which  George  Mars- 
ton,  of  Barnstable,  then  districtattorney  for  the  South- 
ern District,  had  already  achieved  throughout  South- 
ern Massachusetts  determined  the  selection,  and  on 
Fob.  1,  18G9,  Mr.  Maraton  removed  to  New  Bedford 
and  took  the  vacant  chair. 

Horn  at  Barnstable,  Oct  15,  1821,  he  was  educated 
at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  com- 
pleted liia  professional  education  at  the  Harvard  Law 
School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  September 
term,  1  s-j.'i.  Hut  no  adequate  conception  of  his  op- 
portunities in  the  preparation  for  his  professional  ca- 
reer would  be  gained  without  remembering  that  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  sit  at  the  feet  of  Nynphas 
Mnrston,  his  uncle,  whose  influence,  inspired  by  the 
respect  and  afTection  and  confidence  in  which  he  waa 
held  by  the  people  of  his  county,  was  said  to  be  so 
great  that  a  Barnstable  County  jury  could  not  give  a 
verdict  against  Nynphas  Maraton,  and  it  was  un- 
doubtedly from  this  source  that  the  nephew  acquired 
those  characteristics  which,  on  a  wide  field,  enabled 
him  to  repeat  his  uncle'a  experience.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  Barnstable  he  was,  from  March,  1858,  to  De- 
cember, 1354,  register  of  probate,  and  judge  of  probate 
from  1854  to  July  1,  1858.  For  nearly  twenty  years 
(January,  1860-79)  he  held  the  office  of  district  at- 
torney for  the  Southern  District  with  such  marked 
ability  and  conscientious  devotion  to  its  delicate  and 
responsible  duties  that  when,  on  hia  promotion  to  the 
office  of  attorney-general,  he  resigned  this  office  to 
which  he  had  been  seven  times  elected,  the  bar  of 
Bristol  united  in  a  public  testimonial  of  their  appre- 
ciation of  his  public  worth  and  distinguished  services. 
Entering  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  attorney- 
general  of  the  commonwealth,  January,  1879,  he 
was  three  times  re-elected,  aud  having  in  the  fall  of 
1882  declined  a  renomination,  he  closed,  in  January, 
1883,  a  service  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  as  a  prosecu- 
ting officer  with  a  record  of  unaullied  integrity,  great 
'ability,  and  the  affectionate  regard  of  all  classes  of 
people  rarely  equaled.  But  it  is  not  only  as  a  public 
officer  that  he  is  known  and  respected.  For  the  last 
fifteen  years  scarcely  a  cause  of  the  first  magnitude 
has  been  tried  on  the  civil  side  of  the  court  in  which 
Mr.  Maraton  has  not  been  engaged,  and  in  which  his 
arguments  to  the  jury  have  been  masterpieces  of  fo- 
rensic ability.  Nor  haa  his  work  been  confined  en- 
tirely to  the  strict  line  of  his  profession.  As  presi- 
dent of  the  Nantucket  and  Cape  Cod  Steamboat 
Company,  director  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  Citixens'  National  Bank  of  New  Bedford, 
and  the  Quincy  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  he 
has  displayed  business  abilities  of  a  high  order. 

And  so  the  members  of  the  New  Bedford  bar  feel 


that  the  question  which  was  in  their  minds  on  that 
beautiful  winter's  day  in  January,  1869,  has  been 
fully  answered,  and  that  with  untiring  energy  and 
pre-eminent  ability,  with  marvelous  resources  and 
quickness  in  their  use,  with  the  keenest  conception  of 
the  true  relation  of  facts  to  each  other,  with  an  un- 
limited fertility  of  expression  and  effective  and  per- 
suasive diction,  all  united  with  an  impressive  phy- 
sique, and  with  all  these  great  powers  held  in  place 
and  controlled  by  a  fullness  of  heart  which  has  won 
the  affection,  and  a  character  of  perfect  integrity 
which  haa  commanded  the  respect,  of  all,  George 
Marston  haa  worthily  and  completely  continued  the 
succession  of  the  leaders  of  the  bar  of  Southern  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Lincoln  Flago  Brioham  was  born  in  Cambridge 
(Port),  Mass.,  on  Oct  4,  1819,  and  was  the  youngest 
of  six  children,  whose  parents  were  Lincoln  Brigham, 
son  of  Elijah  and  Ruth  (Taylor)  Brigham,  of  South - 
boro',  Mass.,  and  Lucy  (Forbes)  Brigham,  daughter  of 
Elisha  and  Hannah  (Flagg)  Forbes,  of  Weetboro', 
Mass.  Lincoln  Brigham,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  a  descendant  of  the  sixth  generation 
from  "  Thomas  Brigham,  who,  aged  thirty-two  years, 
embarked  at  London  for  New  England  April  18, 
1635,  in  the  ship  'Susan  and  Ellyn,'  Edward  Payne, 
master,"  and  was  a  "  townsman"  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
where  he  died  in  1863,  leaviug  three  sons,  who  upon 
the  second  marriage  of  their  mother  settled  in  Marl- 
boro', Mass.,  and  are  supposed  to  have  been  the  pro- 
genitors of  all  persons  in  the  United  States  bearing 
the  name  of  Brigham. 

Lincoln  F.  Brigham,  when  partially  fitted  for  col- 
lege, entered  the  counting-room  of  Samuel  Austin, 
Jr.,  a  distinguished  merchsnt  of  Boston,  engaged  in 
trade  with  Calcutta,  and  after  remaining  in  this  em- 
ployment between  two  and  three  years,  abandoned 
his  commercial  education  and  prepared  for  college 
under  the  private  tuition  of  Rev.  David  Peabody,  the 
husband  of  his  eldest  sister,  and  afterwards  Professor 
of  Bclles-Lettres  and  Rhetoric  in  Dartmouth  College ; 
entered  in  1838,  and  graduated  from  Dartmouth 
College  in  1842.  He  immediately  upon  leaving  col- 
lege entered  the  Dane  Law  School  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, and  there  remained  until  January,  1844, 
when  he  entered  as  a  student  of  law  the  office  of  Clif- 
ford (John  H.)  &  Colby  (Harrison  G.  O.)  at  New 
Bedford,  and  there  studied  law  until  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Bristol  County, 
at  New  Bedford,  June  term,  1845.  H.  G.  O.  Colby 
having  a  month  previously  been  appointed  a  justice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Mr.  Clifford,  on  July 
1, 1845,  received  Mr.  Brigham  into  a  partnership  with 
him  in  the  practice  of  law,  which  continued  until 
Mr.  Clifford  became  Governor  of  Massachusetts  in 
1863,  when  he  appointed  Mr.  Brigham  to  the  office  of 
district  attorney  of  the  Southern  District  of  ] 
chusetts,  comprising  the  counties  of  Bristol, 
stable,  Nantucket,  and  Duke's. 
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On  Oct.  20, 1847,  Lincoln  F.  Brigham  married  Eliza 
Endicott  Swain,  only  daughter  of  Thomas  Swain,  of 
New  Bedford,  and  ton  of  Thaddeue  and  Ruth  (Hus- 
sey)  8waiu,  both  natives  of  Nantucket,  and  Sylvia 
(Perry)  Swain,  of  New  Bedford,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Samuel  and  8ylvia  (Clapp)  Perry,  and  their  children 
are  four  sons. 

Mr.  Brigham  held  the  office  of  district  attorney  of 
the  Southern  District,  under  his  original  appointment, 
until  1866,  when,  that  office  becoming  elective,  he  was 
elected  to  and  continued  in  it  until  he  was  appointed 
in  1869  by  Governor  N.  P.  Banks,  upon  the  estab- 
lishment  of  the  Superior  Court,  to  be  one  of  its  aaso- 
ci ate  justices,  and  served  in  that  office  until  on  Jan. 
28,  186*9,  upon  the  promotion  of  Seth  Ames,  chief 
justice  of  the  Superior  Court  to  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  Governor  William  Chaflin  appointed  Judge 
Brigham  to  the  chief  justiceship  of  the  Superior  Court, 
and  he  is  now  in  that  office.  Judge  Brigham  raided 
in  New  Bedford  from  1844  to  I860,  in  Boston  from 
1860  to  1866,  and  from  1866  to  this  time  in  Salem, 
Essex  Co.,  Mass.  Judge  Brigham  has  never  held  or 
been  a  candidate  for  any  political  office. 

Judge  Brigham's  career  has  been  one  of  constant 
success;  whether  at  the  bar  pleading  for  bis  client, 
or  as  public  prosecutor  enforcing  the  criminal  laws  of 
the  commonwealth,  or  upon  the  bench  holding  with 
absolute  impartiality  the  scales  of  justice,  he  has  won 
the  unqualified  approval'  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  associated.  But,  better  even  than  this,  his  per- 
fect mental  and  moral  integrity,  born  of  a  conscience 
which  palliates  no  deviation  from  the  highest  and 
most  exacting  standard  of  duty,  has  won  for  bis  pro- 
fessional and  judicial  life  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  every  class  of  men  ;  while  his  courtesy  and  be- 
nignity, beaming  from  a  face  of  wonderful  attractive- 
ness, have  made  Lowell's  lines  as  true  of  him  as  they 
were  of  Agassi*,  that 

■  Wlun'tr  h*  mti  •  itraafsr, 
Thar*  b«  left  ft  frlenil." 

Alanben  Borden,  the  present  judge  of  the  Third 
District  Court  of  Bristol,  holden  at  New  Bedford, 
was  born  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.  (now  Fall  River)  in  182S. 
He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Eliot  &  Kasson,  in 
New  Bedford,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June, 
1849.  He  has  been  one  of  the  School  Committee  of 
New  Bedford  a  number  of  years,  was  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives,  wss  as- 
sistant assessor  under  the  internal  revenue  law  in 
1864,  was  judge  of  the  police  court,  and  became  judgo 
of  the  present  District  Court,  which  office  he  now 
holds.  He  was  mayor  of  New  Bedford  in  1877  for 
one  year. 

Edwin  Luther  Barney  was  born  in  Swansea,  in 
this  commonwealth,  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  a.d. 
1827.  His  father  was  Capt.  Edwin  Barney,  son  of 
the  reputed  ship-builder,  Moses  Barney.  At  a  very 
early  age  his  father  died,  and  his  mother  was  left  with 


three  small  children,  our  subject  being  the  eldest,  un- 
der the  age  of  seven  years. 

At  nine  year*  of  age  Mr.  Barney  left  his  home  to 
get  his  own  livelihood,  and  from  nine  to  sixteen  years 
of  age  worked  upon  a  farm  for  his  living,  going  to 
school  winters,  some  four  months  each  year.  After 
about  sixteen  years  of  age  he  worked  upon  a  farm 
and  went  to  academic  schools  in  the  fall  with  the 
earnings  of  the  same,  and  in  the  winters  went  to 
school,  doing  chores  for  his  board,  and  thus  acquired 
a  sufficient  education  to  pass,  in  the  full  of  1846,  ad- 
mission to  Brown  University.  In  March,  1849,  he 
I  came  to  New  Bedford,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
and  entered  the  law-office  of  the  late  Timothy  G.  Cof- 
fin, and  in  October,  1860,  was  admitted  before  the  full 
court  to  practice  law  in  the  court*  of  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  Barney  soon  afterwards  entered  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  Coffin,  and  from  November,  1860,  to  Janu- 
ary, 1863.  the  firm  was  Coffin  &  Barney.  Then  Mr. 
Barney  at  his  request  withdrew  fiom  the  firm  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  the  law  alone,  and  from 
that  date  to  this  time  has  been  engaged  in  all  the 
various  branches  of  his  profession.  He  is  now  in  the 
prime  of  life,  with  all  the  vigor  of  a  man  of  thirty 
years  of  age.    Democratic  in  politic*. 

Robert  C.  Pitman  is  a  native  of  New  Bedford. 
He  came  to  the  bar  in  1847 ;  was  a  partner  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  with  Thorns*  D.  Eliot,  then  a  leading 
lawyer  in  New  Bedford.  He  was  a  judgo  of  the 
Police  Court  of  New  Bedford  for  several  years ;  then 
he  went  to  the  State  Senate,  where  he  proved  to  be  a 
leading  man.  He  was  an  active  temperance  worker 
and  legislator,  and  then  he  worked  his  way  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  has 
an  excellent  judicial  mind,  and  is  iu  every  way  quali- 
fied for  the  highest  court  of  the  commonwealth. 
Judge  Pitman  is  a  hard  student  and  honest  thinker 
not  only  in  law,  but  in  all  questions  of  interest  to 
humanity. 

Hon.  William  W.  Crapo,  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Massachusetts  bar,  was  born  in  Dart- 
mouth, Bristol  Co.,  May  16,  I860. 

He  was  educated  at  the  public  schools  in  New  Bed- 
ford, prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Academy, 
Andover,  and  subsequently  entered  Yale,  where  he 
graduated  in  1862.  Having  decided  upon  the  legal 
profession  as  his  life-work,  he  commenced  the  study 
of  the  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Governor  Clifford 
at  New  Bedford,  and  also  attended  the  Dane  Law 
School  at  Cambridge.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
February,  1866,  and  commenced  practice  in  New  Bed- 
ford, where  he  has  since  resided.  In  April  following 
his  admission  to  the  bar  he  was  appointed  city  solie- 
1  itor,  which  office  he  held  twelve  years. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Crapo  entered  the  political  arena, 
making  his  first  speeches  for  John  C.  Fremont,  the 
first  candidate  of  the  Republican  party  for  President. 
In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  he  was  elected  to 
the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
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following  year,  1857,  he  was  solicited  to  become  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  State  senator,  which  prof- 
fared  honor  he  declined. 

Not  only  did  Mr.  Crapo  soon  secure  a  leading  posi- 
tion at  the  bar,  but  he  won  in  an  especial  manner  the 
lencc  of  the  citizens  of  New  Bedford.  All  move- 
tending  to  advance  the  interests  of  New  Bed- 
ford have  found  in  him  an  earnest  supporter.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  commission  on  the  introduction  of 
water,  and  from  1866  to  1876  was  chairman  of  the 
water  board. 

In  all  positions  where  business  capacity,  good 
judgment,  and  executive  ability  are  needed  his  ser- 
vices are  nlways  in  request.  As  guardian  or  trustee 
for  the  management  of  estates,  his  high  character  and 
businem  talent  brought  to  him  the  tender  of  more 
business  than  he  could  possibly  undertake.  In  the 
larger  field  of  business  enterprise  and  the  manage- 
ment of  financial  affairs,  his  peculiar  endowments 
and  his  entire  trustworthiness  have  been  fully  recog- 
nized for  many  years.  He  has  been  for  twelve  years 
the  president  of  the  Mechanics'  National  Bank  of 
New  Bedford,  is  a  trustee  in  one  savings-bank  and 
is  solicitor  for  several  others.  He  is  a  director  in  the 
Potnmska  Mil!"  and  the  Wamsutto  Mills  corpora- 
tions and  other  manufactories,  and  is  associated  in 
the  management  of  several  railroad  corporations. 
He  is  a  prominent  manufacturer  of  lumber,  and  has 
interests  in  shipping.  In  his  profession  he  is  pre- 
eminently a  business  lawyer,  being  familiar  with 
large  commercial  transactions  in  all  their  bearings. 
With  the  insurance  business  he  has  been  familiar 
from  a  hoy  in  his  father's  office,  and  was  for  many 
years  a  director  in  one  of  the  old  New  Bedford  com- 
panies. He  is  also  president  of  the  Flint  and  Pere 
Marquette  Railroad  in  Michigan,  a  part  of  which  was 
organized  and  begun  through  his  father's  efforts. 

Mr.  Crapo  is  a  scholarly  man  of  great  mental  grasp, 
industry,  and  energy,  which  have  enabled  him  to 
master  and  successfully  carry  through  in  all  their 
detail  the  duties  devolved  upon  him  by  so  many 
varied  interest*. 

He  was  elected  as  a  representative  to  the  Forty- 
fourth  Congress  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  was  re-elected 
to  the  Forty-fifth,  Forty-sixth,  and  Forty-seventh 
Congresses,  declining  in  1882  to  longer  be  a  candi- 
date. Mr.  Crapo  early  took  a  prominent  position  in 
Congress,  and  in  the  Forty-fifth  Congress  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  in  the 
Forty-sixth  was  in  the  Committee  on  Banking  and 
Currency. 

In  the  Forty-seventh  Congress  he  was  chairman  of 
the  same  committee,  and  excited  the  admiration  of 
the  business  men  of  the  country  by  his  skillful  man- 
agement of  the  bill  for  extending  the  charters  of  the 
national  banks,  a  bill  which  was  successfully  carried 
through  under  his  leadership  in  spite  of  all  obstacles. 
In  the  tariff  legislation,  through  which  the  tax  on  the 
capital  and  deposits  of  banks  and  bankers  was  re- 


moved, Mr.  Crapo'a  familiarity  with  the  subject  waa 
of  grent  service,  and  secured  the  direct  application  of 
the  law  to  the  national  banks.  Other  prominent  ser- 
vices might  be  recalled  if  the  limits  of  this  sketch  did 
not  prevent.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  his  value  aa 
a  legislator  was  recognized  and  highly  appreciated, 
not  only  by  his  constituents,  who  knew  the  man,  but 
bv  the  country. 

P.  C.  Headley,  in  his  "  Public  Men  of  To-Day,"  in 
speaking  of  Mr.  Crapo,  says,  "  At  tho  age  of  fifty  Mr. 
Crapo  finds  himself  well  started  in  political  life,  in 
the  full  maturity  of  his  powers,  and  possessing  what 
some  politician  has  so  neatly  termed  '  the  pecuniary 
basis.'  In  person  he  strongly  resembles  bis  father,  a 
man  of  keenly  intellectual  physiognomy.  The  family 
is  of  French  origin,  regarding  which  there  is  a  ro- 
mantic tradition.  Both  father  and  son  have  a  type  of 
face  which  is  French  rather  than  English.  The  strong 
mental  as  well  aa  physical  resemblance  of  the  son  to 
the  father  is  a  striking  illustration  of  Gallon's  doctrine 
of  heredity." 

Politically,  Mr.  Crapo  is  a  Republican,  and  his  po- 
litical instincts  are  liberal  and  progressive.  He  is  an 
exceptionally  ablo  legislator,  and  one  of  the  most 
honored  citizens  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  degree  of  LL.D.  waa  conferred  upon  him  by 
Yale  College  in  1882. 

Jan.  22,  1867,  Mr.  Crapo  united  in  marriage  with 
Sarah  Ann  Davis  Tappan,  daughter  of  Ceorge  and 
Serena  Davis  Tappan,  and  their  children  are  Henry 
Howland  Crapo,  born  Jan.  81,  1862,  now  in  senior 
class  (1888)  at  Harvard  University,  and  Stanford  Tap- 
pan  Crapo,  born  June  18, 1866,  now  in  the  freshman 
class  (1886)  of  Yale  College. 

Thomas  M.  Stetson.— Mr.  8tetoon,  son  of  the  late 
Rev.  Caleb  Stetson,  of  Medford,  Mass.,  was  born  in 
that  town  June  16,  1830.  He  graduated  from  Har- 
vard University  in  1849,  and  studied  law  at  the  Dane 
Law  School,  Cambridge,  and  in  New  Bedford.  In 
1864,  immediately  upon  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he 
was  invited  to  join  one  of  the  oldest  law-offices  in  the 
State,  established  more  than  half  a  century  ago  in 
New  Bedford  by  the  late  Hon.  Lemuel  Williams  and 
Judge  Charles  Henry  Warren.  Later  the  style  of  the 
firm  was  Warren  A  Eliot  (the  late  Hon,  Thomas  D.), 
and  in  1864  it  waa  Eliot  A  Pitman  (now  Judge  Robert 
C).  Mr.  Eliot's  absence  much  of  the  time  in  Con- 
gress created  the  need  of  an  additional  partner,  and 
the  firm  became  Eliot,  Pitman  A  Stetson,  continu- 
ing a  few  years  till  the  withdrawal  of  Judge  Pitman, 
when  it  became  Eliot  A  8tetson,  and  so  remained 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Eliot  in  1870.  The  firm  now 
is  Stetson  A  Greene  (Francis  B.). 

Mr.  Stetson  at  once  took  high  rank  at  the  bar.  The 
law  never  had  occasion  to  be  jealous  of  him,  for  she 
never  had  a  more  faithful  and  devoted  lover.  Nothing 
has  been  allowed  to  interfere  with  his  legal  studies, 
and  as  a  pure  lawyer,  in  mastery  of  the  law,  great 
principles,  in  affluence  of  legal  and  other  learning,  in 
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exhaustive  preparation  of  hit  case*,  and  in  their  clear 
and  lucid  presentation  to  the  courts,  he  has  nosuperior 
in  Southern  Massachusetts. 

Mr.Stetaon  was  married  in  1856  to  Caroline  Dawes 
Eliot,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  Dawes 
Eliot. 

Adam  Mackie  is  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  and  in- 
herits a  Scotch  constitution.  He  is  now  about  sixty 
years  uf  age.  Ue  began  life  a  poor  boy,  rose  by  his 
own  exertions  to  become  a  lawyer,  and  for  some 
twenty  years  hud  a  large  aud  lucrative  law  practice, 
especially  in  the  admiralty  courts.  He  often  ex- 
hibited considerable  skill  in  the  conducting  of  cases 
before  Judge  Sprogen.  His  social  qualities  made  him 
acceptable  and  welcome,  and  he  was  always  so  will- 
ing to  aid  another  that  none  can  say  aught  against 
him.  He  has  not  been  in  the  practice  for  some  ten 
years  past,  and  has  lost  his  health. 

A.  L,  Wkht  was  for  some  years  in  practice  with  Mr. 
Mackie,  but  died  some  fifteen  years  ago  with  con- 
sumption. He  was  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  man. 
He  was  a  good  lawyer  and  safe  counselor. 

Lemuel  Tripp  Wilcox  was  born  in  Fairhaven, 
in  the  county  of  Bristol,  in  August,  1838,  was  edu- 
cated at  Yale  College,  and  graduated  in  1860. 

He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Eliot  &  Stetson,  in  the 
city  of  New  Bedford,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
June,  1862.  He  quickly  rose  in  his  profession,  and 
was  early  in  good  position,  and  is  now  a  leading  law- 
yer at  the  bar  of  this  county.  His  addresses  to  the 
jury  and  the  court  are  always  full  of  fine  sentences, 
clothed  in  the  moat  polished  words.  He  is  now  in 
active  practice,  and  in  the  very  prime  of  life. 

Cuarles  W.  Clifford,  son  of  John  H.  and 
Sarah  Parker  (Allen)  Clifford,  was  horn  Aug.  19, 
1844,  at  Now  Bedford,  Mass.,  where  he  was  fitted  for 
Harvard  College  at  the  old  "Friends'  Academy," 
then  in  charge  of  the  late  T.  Prentiss  Allen. 

Entering  college  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  toon 
won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  instructors,  as  well 
as  his  fellows,  and  after  having  borne  a  prominent 
part  in  all  the  literary  and  social  enterprises  of  his 
time,  graduated  with  full  honors  in  July,  1866. 

Never,  from  his  earliest  years,  having  had  a  doubt  as 
to  the  choice  of  a  profession,  heat  once  began  the  study 
of  the  law,  which  he  pursued  under  instruction  from 
Hon.  E.  H.  Bennett,  of  Taunton;  Hon.  John  C. 
Dodge,  of  Boston,  and  at  the  Harvard  Law  School, 
and  after  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  Bedford 
at  the  June  term,  1868,  began  practice  in  the  office 
formerly  occupied  by  his  father.  Here  he  practiced 
alone  until  February,  1869,  when  the  firm  of  Marston 
St  Crapo  was  formed,  of  which  ho  continued  a  mem- 
ber until  its  dissolution  in  April,  1878,  since  when  he 
has  been  an  active  partner  of  the  firm  of  Crapo,  Clif- 
ford &  Clifford,  one  of  two  firms  formed  principally 
from  the  members  of  the  old  firm  of  Marston  &  Crapo. 

On  May  S,  1869,  he  married  Frances  Lothrop, 
daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Elisabeth  T.  Wood,  of 


New  Bedford,  who  died  April  28,  1872,  and  on  March 
15, 1876,  he  married  Wilhelraina  H.,  daughter  of  the 
late  Governor  Crapo,  of  Michigan,  and  sister  of  his 
partner,  Hon.  William  W.  Crapo. 

,  While  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Marston  A  Crapo, 
he  was  constantly  associated  as  junior  counsel  with 
Hon.  George  Marston  in  the  trial  of  important  causes, 
the  preparation  of  which  was  frequently  intrusted  to 
him,  and  the  training  and  valuable  experience  de- 
rived from  this  association  soon  bore  its  fruit  in  the 
recognition  of  a  legal  ability  of  a  high  order,  and  a 
maturity  of  thought  and  judgment  which  rendered 
him  a  wise  and  valued  counselor,  and  which  led  to 
his  appointment  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  re- 
vise the  judiciary  system  of  the  commonwealth  in 
1876.  an  appointment  received  by  the  profession  as 
one  eminently  fit  to  be  made. 

I^oyal  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  earnest  aud  energetic  in  maintaining  its  integ- 
rity and  influence,  he  has  ever  been  found  in  the 
front  rank  of  its  active  supporters,  and  svvural  times 
as  chairman  of  the  Republican  City  Committee  of 
Now  Bedford,  as  delegate  to  and  assistant  secretary 
of  the  Republican  National  Convention  ut  Chicago 
in  1880,  later  as  a  member  of  the  Republican  Slate 
Central  Committee  of  Massachusetts,  and  as  manager 
of  the  campaign  of  Hon.  William  W.  Crapo  for  the 
gubernatorial  nomination  in  1882,  has  shown  a  readi- 
ness aud  ability  to  do  whatever  should  be  required  of 
him  as  a  sup|K>rter  of  Republican  principles,  and  in 
these  various  positions  has  rendered  valuable  service 
to  his  party. 

His  association  with  the  late  Charles  L.  Wood,  his 
fatber-in-law  and  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
New  Bedford,  following  upon  an  early  inculcation  of 
business  habits  and  methods  by  his  distinguished 
father,  enabled  him  to  obtain  a  practical  education  in 
affairs  such  as  is  acquired  by  few  lawyers,  and  this, 
coupled  with  a  natural  aptitude  for  business  questions, 
has  not  only  secured  for  him  many  clients  among  the 
business  institutions  of  New  Bedford,  but  has  been 
the  means  of  his  aid  aud  counsel  being  much  sought 
for  in  the  organization  of  new  enterprises  and  in  the 
conduct  and  direction  of  those  already  established. 
He  has  also  charge  of  many  public  and  private  trusts, 
and  bis  position  at  the  bar  and  in  affairs  of  business 
is  thoroughly  established  and  secure. 

Mr.  Clifford's  success  as  a  lawyer  is  due  not  less  to 
his  natural  and  acquired  ability  than  to  the  fact  that 
his  sphere  of  life  was  determined  by  himself  and  his 
parents  from  the  beginning,  and  it  may  be  truly  said 
that  he  commenced  the  study  of  his  profession  in  his 
earliest  boyhood.  To  a  clear,  discriminating,  and  ca- 
pacious mind  and  the  results  of  earnest  study  under 
the  best  teachers  he  adds  an  enthusiastic  love  of  the 
law,  most  vigorous  and  efficient  action  in  the  under- 
standing of  his  causes,  scrupulous  fidelity  to  his 
clients  in  all  emergencies,  and  a  chivalrous  sense  of 
professional  and  personal  honor. 
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Among  the  younger  mem!x;r«  of  the  bar  he  pre- 
serve* nil  the  freshness  and  humor  of  boyhood,  and 
among  tltc  senior*  he  sustains  the  dignity  of  a 
nixed  equal,  and  his  social  qualities  render  him  a 
delightful  companion  and  friend. 

Wekijell  H.  Conn  whs  born  at  Sandwich  in  1838. 
He  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Asahel  Cobb,  was  educated 
at  Dartmouth  College,  and  graduated  in  1861,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1865.  He  was  a  law  part- 
ner with  Mars  ton  &  Crnpo  until  that  firm  was  dis- 
solved. He  Is  now  associated  with  Mr.  Marston,  the 
firm  being  Marston  A  Cobb.  Ho  is  a  good  lawyer  and 
safe  counselor. 

Hobea  M.  Knowlton,  the  present  district  attor- 
ney for  the  Southern  District  of  Massachusetts,  was 
born  in  Durham,  in  the8tate  of  Maine,  May  20, 1847. 
He  was  educated  at  Tuft's  College,  graduating  in  the 
class  of  1867.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  the 
Hon.  Edwin  L.  Barney,  in  New  Bedford,  and  at  Har- 
vard Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  upon 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Barney  at  the  Supreme  Court  in 
June,  1870.  He  had  an  office  in  Boston  for  one  year, 
and  in  1872  returned  to  New  Bedford  and  entered  the 
office  of  Mr.  Barney,  and  from  the  year  1872  to  1879 
was  a  partner  with  Mr.  Barney.  He  was  in  1876 
elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Massa- 
chusetts from  New  Bedford,  and  also  for  the  year 
1877,  and  the  following  years,  1878  and  1879,  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Senate.  In  February,  1879,  he 
was  appointed  district  attorney  (to  fill  the  place  of 
the  Hon.  George  Marston,  who  had  been  elected  to 
the  office  of  attorney-general),  which  office  Mr. 
Knowlton  now  holds.  He  is  an  excellent  advocate 
and  wise  counselor. 

The  present  members  of  the  bar  in  New  Bedford  are 
as  follows : 


Almy,  Edward  C. 

Holme*,  l*mite1  I..  B. 

Barney ,  Ed*  In  1*. 

HopklD*.  I'rederlc  8. 

lummt,  VMNril  k  0.  8. 

Jobneon,  William  Q. 

Bonney,  Cliailea  T. 

Knowlton,  Ho***  It. 

Borden,  Alanenn. 

Luce,  Edward  J. 

Clark.  A.  Edwin. 

Hackle,  Adam. 

CllSord.  Charle.  W. 

Maraton,  George. 

CllSord,  Waller. 

HlllikaB,  Frank  A. 

Palmer,  George  II. 

rarkar,  William  C. 

Collin*,  Alhnt  R, 

Parry,  Arthur  R. 

PI.rea.Johr.  K. 

l'r-m.'„„l,  ThnnWi  r. 

Pierce,  Philip. 

DeToll,  Dan|r|  T. 

Preacolt,  Oilier. 

DfMiglwa,  Kilmln  A. 

Smith,  William  B. 

FVaapivlrn.  Charlra  B.  It. 

Bteteon,  Tliomaa  M. 

fllMlne-ham,  Jamea  I*. 

5«lla»iMi,  Manuel. 

Co-lepeed,  Alexander  II. 

Tnfipan,  f*rancia  W. 

Taunton.'— Hon.  Samuel  White,  the  youngest 

of  eight  children  of  Samuel  and  Ann  (Bingley)  White, 
was  born  in  Weymouth,  April  2,  1710,  and  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  in  1731,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 


He  was  a  great-grandson  of  Thomas  White,  early  at 
Weymouth,  whose  son  Joseph  married,  8ept.  19, 1660, 
Lydia  Rogers,  and  was  the  father  of  Samuel,  born 
Feb.  14,  1666.  Anna,  sister  of  Samuel,  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  was  the  first  wife  of  William  Wilde,  whose 
only  child,  Daniel  Wilde,  married  Anna  Sumner,  and 
was  the  father  of  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Wilde,  justice  of  the 
8uprcme  Court  of  Massachusetts. 

Hon.  Samuel  White  has  the  honor  of  leading  the 
profession  of  law  in  Taunton  iu  the  order  of  time  cer- 
tainly. No  other  name  is  recorded  before  him.  Rev. 
Mr.  Danfoiih  "  was  no  contemptible  lawyer"  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Baylies,  and  there  were  other  men  in 
all  the  generations  who  could  do  "  law  business,"  but 
to  Mr.  White  has  generally  been  assigned  the  proud 
position  of  the  "  first  Taunton  lawyer."  His  contem- 
poraries, as  Mr.  Alger  suggests  in  a  valuable  article 
in  the  "Collections  of  the  Old  Colony  Historical  So- 
ciety," 1879,  were  Ellcanah  Leonard,  of  Middlebor- 
ough ;  Stephen  Paine,  of  Bristol,  some  years  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  Timothy  Rugglee,  of 
Sandwich,  and  James  Otis,  of  Barnstable,  the  father 
of  the  distinguished  patriot  bearing  that  name.  It  is 
not  quite  certain  when  Mr.  White  commenced  prac- 
tice in  Taunton,  but  probably  not  far  from  1739.  In 
1744  be  was  commissioned  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Bristol  County.  In  1746,  when  the  courts  first  began 
their  sessions  in  Taunton,  he  was  appointed  king's 
attorney  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  holding  the  ap- 
pointment till  death.  Mr.  White  represented  Taun- 
ton in  the  General  Court  in  the  years  1749-63, 1756- 
69, 1764-66 ;  acted  as  Speaker  of  the  House  in  1769, 
1764-66,  and  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Council  in 
1767-69. 

He  had  the  honor  of  presiding  over  the  House 
during  the  period  of  the  Stamp  Act,  when  Otis  and 
Adams  were  members  and  made  their  names  famous 
in  American  history.  It  was  the  circular  signed  by 
him  as  Speaker  which  led  to  the  first  Congress,  as- 
sembled at  New  York  in  1765.  Thus  the  initiatory 
steps  towards  the  American  Revolution  were  taken  by 
him,  whose  death  occurred  the  20th  of  March,  1769. 
The  following  inscription  is  found  on  the  slab  which 
marks  the  place  of  his  burial  on  the  "  Plain :" 


•In 


of  lha  I 


In  Taunton 


vara  prepared  l»jr  ] 


a  foot  ra^mant  of  Mllltm, 
Barrhrter  at  law, 
and 

Mtmlwr  of  lha  Hon  hla  Majaetj*  Council, 
who 

tiering  been  "Hon  delegated  to  lha  office  of  goTarnment, 
faithfully  e»r**d  hla  Ood,  hla  King,  aad  hla  country, 
and  exhibiting,  thro'  an  nnapolted  conree  of  life, 
the  virtue*  of  a  patriot,  the  friend  A  the  < 
fell  aaleep  In  Jeeae 
i  20.  MDCCIJCIX., 
In  the  LIX. 
year  of  1.1a  a(a. 
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TliU  huaiUU  nan;  lou.ll  trll.uia  or  tkctr  pn.Ua, 

LaBMatad  aliada  I  thy  <•  aapln  g  offaprlng  mix. 

Ob  I  wblla  IMi  Swtatapa  haunt  y  b«lk>waJ  sbriM, 

Kajr  aacb  fclr  brucb  tboot  fartila  u  /•  >n:n. 

Ko4  wlib  lb/  4oai  ba  bar*  ihj  tlrluaa'  tomb. 

Bat  brigbUala*  •till,  aa<U  craca  t™uapl»ntad  bloom; 

Si™,  ■ou,  and  <laughtar»  abara  sUks  rt nowa, 

Mr.  White  married  in  November,  1735,  Prudence, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Williams,  of  Taunton,  and  had 
the  following  children:  (1)  Experience,  born  1738, 
and  married  to  Hon.  George  Leonard,  LL.D. ;  (2) 
Anna,  born  1741,  and  married  to  Hon.  Daniel  Leon- 
ard; (3)  Bathaheba,  born  1746,  and  married  to  the 
Hon.  William  Bayliea,  M.D. 

The  White  homestead  was  on  the  old  road  to  the 
Weir,  now  Somerset  Avenue,  not  far  from  the  inter- 
section of  White  Street. 

Madame  Prudence  White  lies  buried  by  the  side  of 
her  husband,  with  the  following  affectionate  tribute 
to  her  memory :  "  In  early  life  she  was  a  firm  believer 
in  the  Christian  religion,  and  lived  iu  the  practice  of 
its  precepts.  By  her  amiable  disposition  she  secured 
the  esteem  of  all  that  knew  her.  With  a  conscience 
pure,  and  a  constitution  rendered  excellent  by  tem- 
perance and  regularity,  she  reached  the  ninety-eighth 
year  of  her  age,  and  relying  on  the  mercy  of  her  Ood, 
she  calmly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  June  VIII.,  Anno 
Domini  1808." 

Hon.  Robert  Treat  Paine, LL.D.,adiatinguished 
Taunton  lawyer,  was  born  in  Boston,  March  12, 1731. 
His  father,  Rev.  Thomas  Paine,  was  born  in  Barnstable, 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1717,  and  ordained  at 
Weymouth,  but  in  consequence  of  ill  health  removed 
to  Boston  in  1730,  and  afterwards  resigning  the  min- 
istry, engaged  In  mercantile  affairs.  His  mother  was 
the  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Treat,  of  Eaalham,  the 
son  of  Governor  Robert  Treat,  of  Connecticut,  and 
granddaughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Willard,  vice-president 
of  Harvard  College. 

Mr.  Paine  fitted  for  college  in  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  and  entering  Cambridge  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen, graduated  in  1749.  To  this  time,  as  an  only 
son,  he  had  been  well  supported  by  a  rather  with 
abundant  means,  but  this  father  losing  his  property, 
the  son  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  after 
keeping  school  for  a  year,  made  three  voyages  to 
North  Carolina,  acting  as  master,  and  in  the  last 
going  to  Fayal  and  Cadiz,  afterwards  going  as  master 
to  the  coasts  of  Greenland  on  a  whaling  voyage.  On 
his  return,  in  1766,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
with  his  relative,  Judge  Willard,  of  Lancaster,  giving 
also  his  attention  to  theology.  During  his  law  studies 
he  supplied  the  pulpit  at  Shirley.  Mr.  Willard  re- 
ceiving the  appointment  of  colonel  of  a  regiment  to 
be  raised  for  an  expedition  to  Crown  Point,  Mr.  Paine 
was  appointed  chaplain,  and  his  sermons,  both  at  Shir- 
'  ley  and  the  camp  at  Lake  George,  are  still  preserved. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Boston  bar  in  1767,  and  re- 
moved his  office  to  Taunton  in  1761. 


Although  residing  in  Taunton,  his  practice  waa  not 
confined  to  any  such  narrow  limits).  His  client*  were 
in  all  parts  of  the  commonwealth.  Write*  a  descend- 
ant of  his,  "  He  constantly  attended  the  courts  at 
Boston,  Taunton,  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Worcester, 
and  other  place*.  His  great  powers  of  mind,  pro- 
found knowledge  of  law,  and  habits  of  thorough  in- 
vestigation brought  him  a  large  practice,  which  in- 
creased till  it  was  probably  not  exceeded  by  that  of 
any  lawyer  in  the  State."  Bradford,  in  his  "  Hiatory  of 
Massachusetts,"  ranks  him  "among  the  most  eminent 
lawyers  of  the  province"  He  was  an  intimate  asso- 
ciate and  friend  of  such  men  as  James  Oti*  and  Sam- 
uel Adam*. 

In  1768,  when  a  convention  was  called  in  Boston 
by  prominent  men  to  consult  on  the  condition  of  the 
country,  and  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  people 
was  needed,  Robert  Treat  Paine  was  the  choice  of 
Taunton  to  tli.it  convention,  and  was  at  once  one  of 
it*  leading  spirit*.  In  1770,  after  the  Boston  massacre, 
Mr.  Paine  waa  retained  as  prosecuting  counsel  by  Bos- 
ton against  the  British  soldiers,  and  conducted  the 
trial  with  signal  ability. 

This  year  ho  was  married  in  Taunton  to  Sally, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Cobb,  Esq.,  and  sinter  of  Gen. 
David  Cobb.  His  home  was  in  the  rear  of  what  is 
now  the  Taunton  Bank,  afterwards  the  residence  of 
Judge  Fales. 

Mr.  Paine  was  not  only  a  good  lawyer,  but  a  warm- 
hearted, zealous  patriot.  Absorbed  as  he  was  with 
coses  at  court,  he  could  not  be  spared  in  the  public 
service.  A  large  committee  of  the  citizeus  of  Taun- 
ton was  appointed  to  atteud  to  public  affairs  and  re- 
monstrate against  public  wrong,  and  there  waa  no 
'  other  man  who  could  serve  so  well  as  chairman. 
He  drafted  the  high-toned  resolutions  which  were 
passed.  He  represented  Taunton  in  the  letter  to 
Lord  Dartmouth  and  in  the  address  for  the  Gov- 
ernor's removal,  and  he  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  impeachment  of  Chief  Justice  Oliver. 

He  was  largely  instrumental  in  securiug  a  Conti- 
nental Congress  in  1774.  He  was  one  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts delegation  to  that  Congress.  His  associates 
were  Thomas  Cushing,  Samuel  Adams,  James  Bow- 
doiu,  aud  John  Adams.  The  Congress  met  iu  Sep- 
tember and  October.  Mr.  Paine,  on  his  return  to 
Taunton  in  November,  received  an  ovation  from  the 
Sous  of  Liberty.  In  1775,  in  the  wiutar  and  spring, 
he  attended  the  Second  Provincial  Congress  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  was  one  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Province.  In  April  he  attended  the  Congress  at 
Philadelphia,  which  met  in  May.  Mr.  Paine  was 
prominent  in  that  Congress,  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Supplies,  and  devoted  himself  for  a  year  and 
eight  months  with  ceaseless  zeal  and  energy  to  the 
work  of  providing  equipment*  for  the  army,  powder, 
cannou,  and  fire-arms.  He  published  hii  csny  on  the 
manufacture  of  gunpowder,  which  was  very  serviee- 
'  able, and  devoted  himself,  body  and  soul,  to  the  busi- 
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nesa  of  making  ready  for  the  men  in  the  field  the 
sinews  of  war.    He  nerved  on  a  committee  to  pur- 


chase clothing  for  th 


to  establish  a  hospital, 


and  was  one  of  a  committee,  with  R.  R.  Livingston 
and  Governor  Langdon,  to  visit  the  army  on  the 
northern  frontier.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  he  was 
one  to  sign  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
once  more  returned  to  Taunton,  Dec  30, 1776,  crowned 
with  honor  in  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen  aa  a  patriot 
who  bad  not  spared  himself  for  his  country's  cause. 
Although  elected  to  subsequent  sessions  of  Congress, 
he  declined  the  honor,  and  contented  himself  with  a 
scat  in  the  Legislature  in  1777,  of  which  he  acted  aa 
Speaker,  and  afterwards  accepted  the  place  of  attor- 
ney-general. In  1778  he  was  a  member  of  the  Hart- 
ford Convention  ;  in  1779  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council,  and  a  member  of  the  committee  to  draft  a 
new  8late  Constitution,  under  which,  when  adopted, 
he  continued  to  serve  a*  attorney-general. 

The  duties  of  this  office  making  his  residence  at 
Taunton  inconvenient,  he  removed  to  Boston  in  1781, 
purchasing  the  estate  once  owned  and  occupied  by 
Governor  Shirley,  at  the  corner  of  Milk  and  Federal 
Streets.  In  1790  he  accepted  the  position  of  judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  which  he  had  declined  in  pre- 
vious years,  and  so  served  till  1804,  when  he  was  once 
more  elected  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council. 
After  one  year  he  declined  all  further  public  duties, 
feeling  that  he  had  earned  the  quiet  of  home,  till  life's 
close,  May  12,  1814,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three.  A 
most  honorable  and  useful  life  was  his,  twenty  years 
of  which,  in  life's  prime,  were  spent  in  Taunton. 
Judge  Paine  had  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Three  of  the  sons— Robert  Treat,  Thomas, 
and  Charles— graduated  at  Harvard  University  and 
were  educated  for  the  bar.  Robert  died  in  1798  of  the 
yellow  fever,  and  Thomas  took  his  name,  desiring,  as 
he  used  to  say,  a  "  Christian"  name.  He  died  in  181 1, 
having  distinguished  himself  as  a  poet  and  writer  for 
the  stage.  Charles  was  the  father  of  Charles  C.  Paine, 
Esq.,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Charles  Jack- 
son, judge  of  the  Supremo  Court  from  1813  to  1824. 
Antoinette  Paine  married  Deacon  Samuel  Greele,  of 
Boston.  Another  daughter,  Mary,  married  Rev.  Elisha 
Clapp,  also  of  Boston. 

Hon.  Daniel  Leonard  was  the  only  child  of  Col. 
Ephraim  Leonard  (by  his  first  wife,  Judith  Perkins), 
and  was  born  in  Norton,  now  Mansfield,  in  1740.  He 
graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1760,  and  mar- 
ried, for  his  first  wife,  Anna,  daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel 
White.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah  Hammock.  Mr. 
Leonard  easily  took  high  rank  in  his  profession  and 
made  himself  prominent  in  political  matters.  First 
he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  people  and  advocated 
republican  principles,  but  afterward,  as  was  sup- 
posed, through  the  influence  of  Governor  Hutchin- 
son, became  a  leading  loyalist.  Articles  which  he 
published  in  1774  an  I  1775  in  a  Boston  paper  called  I 
Draptr'1  /taper,  defending  the  king,  the  ministry,  and  I 


the  Parliament,  were  considered  very  able  and  worthy 
of  a  reply  from  John  Adams  under  the  signature  of 
"  Novanglus."  Of  course,  in  the  high  state  of  polit- 
ical excitement,  Mr.  Leonard  found  it  uncomfortable, 
if  not  unsafe,  to  remain  in  Taunton.  The  house  he 
occupied,  afterwards  the  residence  of  Judge  Padel- 
ford,  bore  marks  of  mob  violence.  He  sought  shelter 
in  Boston,  proceeded  to  Halifax  in  1776,  thence  to 
England,  where,  as  a  reward  for  his  loyalty,  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  chief  justice  of  Bermuda. 

After  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
ability  several  years  he  returned  to  London,  where 
he  died  in  1829,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine. 
He  left  no  children,  but  four  grandchildren,  the  chil- 
dren of  his  daughter  Sarah,  who  married  John  Stew- 
art, Esq.,  a  captain  in  the  British  army  and  afterwards 
collector  of  the  port  of  Bermuda.  Leonard  Stewart 
became  an  eminent  physician  in  London.  The  oldest 
son,  Duncan,  on  the  death  of  an  uncle  succeeded  to 
a  lordship  in  Scotland.  A  daughter,  Emily,  married 
a  captain  In  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company. 
The  other  daughter,  Sarah,  married  a  Winslow,  a 
descendant  of  Governor  Edward  Winslow,  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Colony,  and  was  connected  with  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst  as  private  secretary  during  his  chancellorship. 

Hon.  8rth  Padelford,  LL.D.,  was  a  native  of 
Taunton,  son  of  John  and  Jemima  Padelford.  He 
was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1770,  and  honored 
with  the  degree  of  LL.D.  from  Brown  University  in 
1798.  He  married  Rebecca,  the  daughter  of  Abraham 
Dennis,  and  sister  of  the  wife  of  James  Sproal,  Esq. 
Their  children  were  aa  follows: 

(1)  Mary  Dennis,  who  married  Mason  Shaw,  Esq., 
of  Raynham. 

(2)  Sarah  Kirby,  who  married  Nathaniel,  son  of 
Judge  Falcs. 

(3)  Melinda,  who  married  Enoch  Brown,  Esq.,  of 
Abington. 

(4)  '  John,  who  died  whilst  a  member  of  Brown 
University. 

(6)  Nancy,  who  married  Samuel  Edgar,  son  of  Col. 
John  Cooke,  of  Tiverton,  R.  [. 

(6)  Harry,  who  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Robert 
Cromman,  of  Taunton. 

(7)  Rebecca  Dennis,  who  married  John  G.  Deane, 
Esq.,  of  Raynham,  afterwards  of  Portland,  Me. 

There  were  also  five  other  children,  who  died  young. 

Mr.  Padelford  was  judge  of  probate.  He  was  a 
highly  dignified  and  polished  gentleman,  of  great  in- 
tegrity of  character,  and  he  was  favored  with  a  wife 
who  adorned  the  society  in  which  she  moved.  Long 
after  they  ceased  to  be  among  the  living  of  earth  their 
praise  was  in  the  mouth  of  those  who  remembered 
their  wide  and  commanding  influence. 

Judge  Padelford  died  Jan.  7,  1810,  aged  fifty-eight 
years  and  one  month.  On  the  stone  slab  which  covers 
his  rcmainson  the  "  Plain"  is  the  following  inscription : 

M  For  h«  in  wIm  to  know  ni»4  wurni  to 
•cribs  In  bumau  life  tin  Bind  almighty.*' 
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The  Padelford  house  still  remains  near  the  court- 
house, although  unoccupied.  It  belongs  to  the  estate 
of  Mrs.  Richmond,  and  was  owned  by  Hon.  Daniel 
Leonard,  the  Tory  lawyer,  before  it  came  into  posses- 
sion of  the  Padelford  family. 

Hok.  Samukl  Fales  was  a  native  of  Bristol,  R.  I., 
and  was  born  Sept.  15,  1750  (the  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Sarah  Fales,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Univer- 
sity in  1778).  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Col. 
John  Cooke,  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.  Their  children  were 
as  follows : 

(1)  Nathaniel,  who  married  Sarah  K.,  daughter  of 
Judge  Padelford. 

(2)  Sally,  who  married  Hon.  Nathaniel  Hazzard, 
of  Newport,  N.  C. 

(8)  Eliza,  who  married  Dr.  George  Leonard,  of 
Taunton. 

(4)  8amuel,  who  married  Sally,  daughter  of  John 
West,  of  Taunton. 

(6)  Harriet  Leonard,  who  married  Hon.  James  L. 
Hodges,  of  Taunton. 

(6)  John,  who  died  single. 

(7)  Almira,  who  married  Jeremiah  Niles  Potter,  of 
Rhode  Island. 

(8)  Fanny,  who  married  Rev.  8wan  L.  Pomeroy,  of 
Bangor,  Me. 

(9)  Edward,  who  died  single. 

(10)  Ann,  who  married,  first,  Erastus  Learned,  son 
of  Rev.  Erastus  Learned,  Canterbury,  Conn. ;  sec- 
ond, Hon.  Jonas  Cutting,  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  Maine.  - 

There  were  five  other  children,  who  died  early  in 
life. 

Mr.  Falea  was  for  many  years  clerk  of  the  courts, 
and  afterwards  was  appointed  chief  justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  was  succeeded  in  the 
office  of  clerk  by  his  eldest  son,  Nathaniel.  I  have 
in  my  possession  a  letter  from  Judge  Fales  to  Judge- 
Davis,  in  1816,  in  which  he  copies  the  inscription  on 
Miss  Poole's  monument,  and  adds :  "  I  observed  to 
you  in  Boston  that  this  monument  was  erected  on 
a  small  knoll,  between  the  Green  and  the  meeting- 
house, a  little  distance  from  the  road.  A  few  years 
since  Dr.  Swift,  digging  a  cellar,  found  a  part  of  a 
coffin,  made  of  red  cedar,  under  which  were  part  of  the 
bones,  skull,  and  hair  of  a  human  body,  unconsumed 
by  time,  all  which  were  carefully  collected  and  re- 
moved to  the  common  burying-ground  north  of  the 
Green,  over  which  the  stone  was  placed,  bearing  the 
inscription  transcribed  for  you.  The  monument  is  of 
elate,  and  was  procured  by  the  late  R.  T.  Paine,  Esq., 
as  agent  for  J.  Borland,  Esq." 

Judge  Fales  died  in  Boston,  Jan.  20,  1818,  in  his 
•ixty-eighth  year.  He  was  buried  in  Taunton, 
where  you  may  find  the  following  record  concerning 
him  on  the  "  Plain" :  "  Useful  and  honorable  activity 
distinguished  the  progress  of  his  life.  Having  sus- 
tained for  many  years  various  important  offices  in  the 
legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  departments  of 


the  government  with  fidelity  and  honor,  he  died 
while  attending  his  duties  as  a  councilor  of  this  com- 
monwealth ;  and  though  his  tedious  toils  and  hoary 
hairs  seemed  to  demand  a  more  peaceful  succession  of 
closing  years,  his  friends  are  resigned  and  consoled  in 
the  hope  of  his  resurrection  to  immortal  blessed- 
ness." 

Mrs.  8ally,  wife  of  Judge  Fales,  died  Sept.  24, 1823, 
aged  fiRy-eight  years.  It  is  said  of  her,  "  Among  the 
benevolent  and  liberal  she  ever  shone  conspicuous. 
|  The  Christian  spirit  enlightened  the  path  of  her  mor- 
tal pilgrimage,  and  at  last  sustained  and  blessed  her 
with  its  holy  peace  and  inspiring  hopes." 

The  Fales  mansion  in  Tuunton  was  in  the  rear  of 
what  is  nowthe  "Taunton  Bank"  building,  the  former 
residence  nf  Robert  Treat  Paine,  and  which,  after  it  was 
vacated  by  Judge  Fales,  was  known  as  the  "  Wash- 
ington Hotel." 

The  house  had  ample  grounds,  extensive  grass 
lawns,  a  vegetable  and  flower  garden,  and  was  an 
attractive  feature  in  the  objects  of  interest  around 
"the  Green."  Mr.  Charles  R.  Atwood,  in  his  inter- 
esting and  valuable  "  Reminiscences  of  Taunton  in 
ye  auld  lang  syne,"  published  by  Ezra  Davol,  Esq., 
thus  describes  what  he  calls  the  "  imposing  and  elegant 
mansion" :  "  It  was  two  stories  high,  and  running 
back,  broad  and  deep,  with  a  long  building  connected 
with  the  main  bouse  in  the  rear,  two  stories  high,  and 
with  a  large  number  of  rooms  for  servants  in  the 
upper  story.  Adjoining  were  the  carriage-houses, 
barn,  and  sheds.  There  was  a  fine  front  yard  with  a 
handsome  and  substantial  fence:  also,  a  sidewulk  and 
a  large  open  space  between  that  and  the  street,  wide 
enough  for  a  carriage-way  along  the  whole  front- 
age. On  the  border,  near  the  street,  there  was  a  row 
of  splendid  elm-trees  (now  no  more),  making  a  fine 
and  grateful  shade  in  the  summer  along  the  whole 
distance.  This  house  was  considered  at  that  time  to 
be  the  palace  of  the  town.  It  was  splendidly  fitted 
and  furnished.  In  the  rear  was  the  judge's  garden. 
It  was  filled  with  fruit-trees,  flowers,  and  shrubbery, 
and  highly  cultivated,  producing  the  choicest  nf  the 
various  kinds  of  fruits  and  vegetables." 

James  Si'Iioat,  Esy.,  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer 
Sproat,  of  Middleborough,  Mass.,  who  left  seven  chil- 
dren. James  was  born  in  1768,  December  7th,  aud 
settled  in  Taunton.  He  married  Ann,  daughter  of 
Abraham  Dennis,  sister  of  the  wife  of  Judge  Padel- 
ford.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 

(1)  Rebecca  Dennis,  who  married  Alfred  Baylies, 
M.D.,  of  Taunton. 

(2)  Sarah,  who  died  young. 

(3)  Francis  Eloisc,  who  was  one  of  the  originators 
of  the  first  Sabbath-suhool  in  Taunton. 

(4)  Emily  Ann,  who  died  early, 
(ft)  Ann  Dennis,  who  married  George  B.  Atwood, 

of  Taunton. 

(6)  James,  who  married  (1)  Eliza  Ann,  daughter 
of  George  Baylies;  (2)  Lucretia,  daughter  of  James 
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Tisdale.  He  was  for  many  year*  clerk  of  the  court* 
in  this  county. 

(7)  William  Alezii  Frederic,  who  married  Abby, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Ingell. 
*     (8)  Clarissa,  who  died  early. 

(9)  Henry,  who  married  Priacilla  J.,  daughter  of 
Jeme  Smith. 

(10)  Adeline,  who  married  Samuel  B.  Harris,  of 
Smithfield,  H.  I. 

(11)  Ellen,  who  died  early. 

(12)  Theophilus  Pareons,  who  married  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  Henry  Baylies,  of  Dighton. 

James  8 p rout,  the  father  of  the  above,  was  a  man 
of  ready  wit  and  the  most  amusing  mirthfulness.  The 
following  story  is  told  of  him  :  Dairid  L.  Barnes,  Esq., 
was  once  addressing  the  jury,  when  it  occurred  to  him 
to  quote  the  Scripture  passage, — the  address  of  Satan 
to  the  Lord, — "Skin  for  skin,  yea,  all  that  a  man  hath 
will  he  give  for  his  life,"  adding,  in  his  forgetfulneas 
of  the  author,  "saith  our  Saviour."  Sproat  in  an 
instant  was  on  his  feet,  and,  turning  to  the  court, 
said,  "  He  may  be  Brother  Barnes'  Saviour,  but  he  is 
not  mine."  Mr.  Sproat  had  a  most  imposing  personal 
presence,  and  was  a  great  favorite  in  the  profession 
and  society  at  large. 

The  family  residence  was  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Wheaton  house,  adjoining  St.  Thomas'  Episcopal 
Church.  Mrs.  Sproat  was  a  most  remarkable  woman, 
of  large  intellectual  endowments,  and  highly  gifted 
as  an  authoress.  Her  series  of  books  fur  children 
had  a  wide  circulation,  and  her  verses,  like  the 
"  Blackberry  Girl,"  reappear  every  year  in  the  holiday 
books  and  juvenile  literature  of  the  land.  Her 
"  Family  Lectures,"  published  in  Boston  by  Samuel 
T.  Armstrong,  in  1819,  made  her  famous.  In  the 
preface  she  gives  the  history  of  the  book :  "  It  has 
been  my  practice  on  the  Sabbath,  after  public  wor- 
ship, to  collect  my  family,  and,  after  attending  to  the 
Scriptures,  read  them  one  of  the  following  essay*,, 
previously  written  for  the  purpose."  And  so  she  dis- 
coursed to  them  on  "justice,  mercy,  humanity,  truth, 
prayer,  trust  in  God,  temptations,  intemperance,  pro- 
faneness,  unbelief,  gaming,  gratitude,  early  religion, 
filial  duty,"  etc.,  subjects  considered  in  forty-five  most 
sensible  and  profitable  lectures. 

Mr.  Sproat  died  Nov.  10,  1825,  in  bis  sixty-seventh 
year.  His  wife  followed  him  the  next  year,  1826, 
January  18th,  aged  fiay-nine.  They  both  lie  buried 
on  the  "  Plain." 

Hon.  David  Leonard  Barnes  was  the  son  of 
Rev.  David  Barnes,  D.D.,  minister  of  Scituatc,  Mass., 
who  married  Rachel,  daughter  of  Col.  George  Leonard, 
the  son  of  Judge  I/eonard,  an  original  settler  and 
principal  proprietor  of  Norton.  David,  the  subject 
of  this  notice,  married  Joanna  Russell,  and  practiced 
law  in  Taunton.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Rhode 
Island,  where  he  received  the  appointment  of  district 
judge  of  the  United  Slates  Court  during  the  adminis- 


Nicholab  Tillinohast,  Esq.,  was  the  son  of 
Nicholas  and  Mary  Tillinghast,  of  Providence,  R.  I. 
He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arta 
from  Brown  University  in  1798,  and  from  Harvard 
University  in  1807.  Mr.  Tillinghast  was  one  of  the 
eminent  lawyers  of  Taunton  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  century,  Judge  Morton  used  to  like  to  tell 
the  following  story,  in  which  he  figured,  recommend- 
ing short  pleas.  An  important  case,  which  had  been 
long  and  ably  argued  by  the  ingenious  and  learned 
counsel  of  the  opposite  aide,  was  committed  to  the 
jury  by  Nicholas  Tillinghast  in  this  uncommonly 
brief  but  conclusive  style:  "Gentlemen  of  the  jury. 
Dr.  Padelford  says  as  you  have  heard,  and  Dr.  Barnes 
says  as  you  have  heard,  but  Dr.  Mansfield  says  as  you 
shall  now  hear,"  at  the  same  time  proceeding  to  read 
a  single  convincing  contradictory  statement  from  the 
noble  lord,  sufficient  authority  on  all  questions  of  law. 
"Now,  when  doctors  disagree,"  asked  Tillinghast, 
sure  of  his  case, "  who  shall  decide?"  The  jury  gave 
him  their  verdict. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  married  Betsey,  daughter  of  Amos 
Maine  Alwell,  and  had  the  following  children  : 

(1)  Fanny,  who  died  single  in  1817. 

(2)  Amos,  who  married  Miss  Jerould,  of  Pawtucket. 
(8)  Mary,  who  married  Pascal  Allen,  of  Warren. 

(4)  Susan,  who  died  single. 

(5)  Joanna,  who  married  Hon.  Silas  Shepard,  of 
Taunton. 

(6)  Elisabeth,  who  died  single. 

(7)  Nicholas,  who  married  (1)  Sophia,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Needham ;  (2)  Ruby  Potter,  of 
Dartmouth. 

(8)  William,  who  died  single. 

(9)  Joseph,  who  married  Cornelia  Armington,  of 
Pawtucket. 

(10)  Ruth  Phillips. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  occupied  a  house  where  now  stands 
the  City  Hotel,  and  his  office  waa  in  its  rear.  Born 
Jan.  24, 1767,  he  died  April  24, 1818.  His  wife,  born 
Oct.  18,  1770,  died  March  19, 1834.  They  both  are 
buried  on  the  "  Plain." 

Their  son  Nicholas  has  distinguished  himself  as  a 
teacher,  having  been  principal  of  the  normal  school 
at  Bridgcwater  several  years.  Mary  and  Joanna  also, 
before  their  marriage,  were  very  successful  teachers, 
the  latter  serving  as  preceptress  in  the  Bristol  Acad- 
emy. 

Hon.  JoriN  Mahon  Williamb,  LL.D.,  the  son  of 
Brig.-Gen.  James  Williams,  graduated  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1801,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  law 
in  New  Bedford.  He  afterwards  located  in  Taunton, 
where  he  received  the  appointment  of  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  which  court  he  was  chief 
justice  for  many  years.  Chief  Justice  Williams  re- 
ceived the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  from  Brown 
University  in  1843,  and  from  Harvard  University  in 
1845. 

•     He  married  Eliza  Otis,  daughter  of  Hon.  Lemuel 
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Williams,  the  Ant  representative  to  Congress  from 
hia  Congressional  district.   Their  children  were : 

(1)  Elisabeth,  who  married  Hon.  Horatio  Pratt,  of 
Taunton. 

(2)  Maria,  who  married  Dr.  William  A.  Gordon,  of 
New  Bedford. 

(3)  Joseph  Olia,  who  married  Emily,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Keenan,  of  Springfield.  Two  others  died  early. 

Judge  Williams  waa  eminent  for  his  urbanity  and 
sweetness  of  temper  in  social  life  aa  for  his  learning 
in  the  profession  of  law.  He  waa  beloved  in  his  lifo 
and  lamented  in  hia  death,  which  took  place  Dec  20, 
.1868. 

Judge  Williams  occupied  a  modest  mansion  on 
Summer  Street,  which  also  became  the  home  of  Hon. 
Horatio  Pratt,  his  son-in-law. 

Hon.  Marcus  Morton,  LL.D.,  waa  born  in  Free- 
town in  1784,  the  son  of  Nathaniel  Morton,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Carey,  of  Bridgewater.  Mr.  Morton  grad- 
uated at  Brown  University  in  1804,  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  Taunton  in  1807.  He  repre- 
sented the  district  in  which  he  lived  in  Congress  four 
years,  occupied  a  seat  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  fifteen  years,  and 
aerved  as  Governor  of  the  commonwealth  three  times. 
Once,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Governor  Euatia, 
in  1825,  the  duties  of  the  chief  magistrate  devolved 
upon  him  aa  Lieutenant-Governor.  Again  in  1840, 
and  for  the  third  time  in  1843,  he  waa  invested  with 
that  high  office.  He  acted  also  as  collector  of  the 
port  of  Boston  four  years.  He  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  LL.D.  from  Brown  University  in  1826,  and 
again  from  Harvard  University  in  1840.  Governor 
Morton  married  in  1807  Charlotte,  daughter  of  James 
Hodges,  of  Taunton.  Their  children  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

(1)  Joanna  Maria,  who  married  William  T.  Hawes, 
of  New  Bedford,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University. 

(2)  Lydia  Mason,  who  married  Rev.  Henry  W. 
Lee,  D.D.,  of  Springfield,  Maas.,  and  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  afterward  biahop  (in  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church)  of  Iowa. 

(3)  Charlotte,  who  married  Samuel  Watson,  of 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

(4)  Sarah  Carey,  who  married  Hon.  Willard  I  cov- 
ering, a  manufacturer  of  Taunton. 

(6)  Marcus,  who  married  Abby,  daughter  of  Henry 
Hoppin,  Esq.,  of  Providence. 

(6)  Nathaniel,  who  married  Harriet,  only  child  of 
Hon.  Francia  Baylies. 

(7)  James,  who  married  Elisabeth,  daughter  of 
Hon.  George  Aahmun,  of  Springfield. 

(8)  8uaan  Tillinghaat,  who  married  M.  Day  Kim- 
ball, of  the  firm  of  Faulkner,  Page  &.  Kimball,  Boston. 

(9)  Francis  Wood,  who  married  George  Henry 
French,  of  Andover. 

(10)  Emily  Matilda,  who  married  Daniel  C.son  of 
Dr.  Dawes,  of  Taunton,  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

The  children's  children  are  forty-three,  of  whom 


thirty-two  are  still  living.  The  Morton  mansion  is 
on  Washington  Street  near  the  intersection  of  Broad- 
way. 

The  three  sons  of  Governor  Morton,  Marcus,  Na- 
thaniel, and  James,  all  graduated  at  Brown  University,  * 
Marcus  in  1838,  Nathaniel  in  1840,  James  in  1843. 
They  were  distinguished  us  scholars  in  their  classes, 
and  became  eminent  in  their  chosou  profession  of  law. 
The  eldest  has  been  long  on  the  bench  of  the  Supremo 
Court  of  Massachusetts,  and  is  its  present  chief  jus- 
tice. 

Governor  Morton,  born  Feb.  19,  1784,  died  Feb.  fl, 
1864.  His  wife,  born  Dec.  23,  1787,  died  Dec.  26, 
1873.  They  both  lie  buried  in  Mount  Pleasant  Cem- 
etery. 

Hon.  Francis  Baylies,  the  son  of  William  Bay- 
lies, M.D.,  and  grandson  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  White, 
the  first  Taunton  lawyer,  waa  born  Oct.  16, 1783,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  Taunton  in  1810. 
He  officiated  aa  register  of  probate  (an  office  which 
hia  father  filled  before  him)  seven  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  Congress  six  years,  and  during  the  admin- 
istration of  Gen.  Jackson  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  mission  to  Buenos  Ayres.  Mr.  Raylies  is 
well  known  as  the  historian  of  Plymouth  Colony. 
Few  men  in  his  time  were  better  verned  in  the  an- 
tiquities of  the  country,  and  he  had  a  passionate  love 
for  all  good  learning.  His  home,  a  pleasant  stone 
cottage  on  Winthrop  Street,  near  the  present  crossing 
of  the  railroad,  waa  the  centre  of  attraction  to  ail  who 
delighted  in  culture  and  good  cheer  down  to  the  day 
of  his  death,  Oct.  28,  1852,  aged  sixty-nine  years  and 
twelve  days. 

Mr.  Baylies  married  Elisabeth,  widow  of  David 
Dagget  Denning,  Esq.,  of  New  York  City,  daughter 
of  Howard  Moulton,  Esq.,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sister- 
in-law  of  Gen.  John  Ellis  Wool.  Their  only  child, 
Harriet,  born  May  4, 1823,  married  Nathaniel,  son  of 
Governor  Morton,  Sept.  29, 1846. 

James  Elms,  Esq.,  son  of  Rev.  John  Ellis,  a 
chaplain  in  the  Revolution,  afterwards  of  Rehoboth, 
now  called  Seekonk,  was  born  in  Franklin,  Conn., 
May  23, 1769,  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1791, 
studied  law  in  Providence  with  Judge  Howell,  and  in 
Taunton  with  Judge  Padelford.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Seekonk,  but  being  appointed  dis- 
trict attorney,  removed  to  Taunton.  He  was  thrice 
chosen  State  senator  previous  to  1820. 

Mr.  Ellis  married  Martha,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Bridgham,  of  Seekonk,  and  sister  of  lion.  Samuel  W. 
Bridgham,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Providence.  Their 
children  were: 

(1)  John,  who  died  early. 

(2)  George,  who  married  Sophia  Morse. 

(3)  Horace,  who  died  early. 

(4)  James  P.,  who  married  Caroline  8.,  daughter  of 
John  Presbrey,  and  who  served  as  cotiuly  treasurer, 
town  clerk,  and  assistant  justice  of  the  police  court. 

(5)  Martha,  the  only  daughter,  a  young  lady  of 
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uncommon  promise,  who  died  in  Taunton,  Nov.  24, 
1828,  aged  twenty. 

(6)  Samuel  B.,  the  youngest  win,  who,  a  member  of 
Dartmouth  College,  at  the  death  of  hi*  sinter  loft 
college  and  abandoned  all  idea  of  a  profession,  giving' 
himself  up  to  inordinate  grief. 

Anbelm  Barrett,  Esq.,  son  of  Thomas  and  Lydia 
Bassett,  of  Rochester,  Mass.,  was  born  in  1784,  and 
graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1803.  He  married 
(1)  Rosalinda,  daughter  of  Abraham  Holmes,  of 
Rochester,  Mass. ;  (2)  widow  Lucy  Smith,  of  Troy, 
N.  Y.  Three  children  still  live, — two  daughters, 
Cynthia  C.  H.  and  Elisabeth  M. ,  and  a  son,  Charles 
J.  H.,  who  has  been  long  connected  as  cashier  and 
president  with  the  Taunton  Bank,  and  who  married 
(1)  Emeline  Dean,  daughter  of  John  W.  Seabury,  of 
Taunton;  (2)  Nancy  L.  Oibbs,  of  Bridgewatcr;  (3) 
Martha  B.  French,  of  Pawtucket.  There  are  eight 
living  children:  (1)  John  S.,  (2)  Charles  A.,  (3) 
Louisa  B.,  wife  of  George  H.  Rhodes,  (4)  Henry  F., 
(5)  Rufus  W.,  (6)  Mary  R.,  (7)  George  F.,  (8)  Susie  A. 

Mr.  Bassett  served  many  years  as  register  of  pro- 
bate, and  secured  a  large  practice  in  his  profession. 
His  home  was  on  Main  Street,  the  second  house  west 
from  Chestnut  Street,  not  far  from  the  Church  Green. 
He  died,  leaving  the  homestead  to  his  daughters, 
Sept.  9,  1803. 

Horatio  L.  Danforth,  Esq.,  son  of  William 
and  Sully  (Leonard)  Danforth,  was  bom  in  1801. 
His  father  owned  the  estate  which  now  constitutes 
the  Lunatic  Hospital  farm.  After  his  school  days  the 
son  was  employed  in  the  Hopewell  Rolling-Mill,  of 
which  his  father  was  superintendent,  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  met  with  a  serious  accident  to 
his  athletic  career,  of  which  few  were  his  equals,  by 
the  lose  of  an  arm  taken  off  by  the  machinery  in  the 
mill.  He  then  commenced  his  education,  prepared 
for  college  in  Bristol  Academy,  and  was  graduated  at 
Brown  University  in  the  claw  of  1825.  He  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Francis  Baylies,  and  com- 
menced practice  in  1829,  but  was  not  essentially  a  bar 
lawyer.  He  was  elected  county  treasurer  in  that 
year,  and  was  re-elected  annually  irrespective  of 
party  lines  for  twelve  years,  fulfilling  the  duties  with 
strict  integrity  and  general  satisfaction.  He  was 
superseded  in  1841  by  Dr.  Foster  Hooper,  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate.  He  then  spent  two  years  in  Illinois, 
and  on  his  return  in  1844  received  the  appointment 
of  high  sheriff  from  Governor  Briggx,  which  office  he 
filled  until  1851,  and  was  then  superseded  by  Lyman 
W.  Dean, of  Attleboro',  appointed  by  Governor  Bout- 
well.  From  that  time  he  lived  in  retirement  with 
his  sisters,  enjoying  the  society  of  his  friends,  his 
hooks,  and  his  walks  until  disease,  a  dropsical  one, 
closed  his  life,  July  21,  1859.  He  was  frank  and  out- 
spoken yet  genial  in  his  intercourse  with  men.  He 
was  for  many  years  an  attendant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  above  facts  have  been  communicated 
by  his  friend,  Capt  J.  W.  D.  Hall. 


Nathaniel  Morton,  Esq.,  son  of  Judge  Morton, 
and  son-in-law  of  Hon.  Francis  Baylies,  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  men  who  ever  flouished  in  Taun- 
ton. His  professional  career  was  a  brief  one,  but  he 
filled  a  large  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  many  friends, 
which  death,  alas,  too  early,  as  they  thought,  made 
void.  Born  Dec.  3,  1821,  he  died  Feb.  12,  1856,  and 
is  buried  in  Mount  Pleasaut  Cemetery  by  the  side  of 
bis  father. 

Hon.  Horatio  Pratt,  son-in-law  of  Chief  Justice 
Williams,  was  for  many  years  a  leading  lawyer  of  the 
Bristol  County  bar,  district  attorney,  and  a  member 
of  the  Massachusetts  Senate.  His  physical  constitu- 
tion was  weak.  He  struggled  long  with  bodily  in- 
firmities, and  died  at  a  comparatively  early  age,  May 
24, 1872. 

Hon.  Chester  I  sham  Reed,  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Dean  (Dennis)  Reed,  was  born  Nov.  23, 
1823,  and  after  fitting  for  college  in  the  Taunton 
High  School  and  Bristol  Academy,  entered  Brown 
University,  but  through  limited  means  of  support  left 
before  graduation,  subsequently  receiving  the  honorary 
degree  of  A.M.  for  his  high  attainments  in  learning. 
He  entered  the  law-office  of  Mr.  Anselm  Bassett,  in 
Taunton,  and  was  invited  to  a  copartnership,  which 
he  accepted.  He  soon  took  a  prominent  position  at 
the  Bristol  County  bar,  and  earned  so  good  a  reputa- 
tion in  other  parts  of  the  State  that  he  was  nominated 
and  elected  attorney-general  of  the  commonwealth,  in 
which  office  he  served  with  great  credit  several  years. 
A  vacancy  occurring  on  the  bench  of  the  Superior 
Court,  Mr.  Reed  was  nominated  and  confirmed,  re- 
signing only  when  he  found  the  salary  could  not 
meet  the  expenses  of  a  growing  family,  when  he  re- 
turned to  a  lucrative  practice  in  Boston,  changing 
his  residence  from  Taunton  to  Dedharo.  He  died  at 
White  Sulphur  8prings,  W.  Va..  where  he  had  gone 
for  his  health,  Sept.  2,  1873,  in  his  fiftieth  year.  Mr. 
Reed  married  Elizabeth  Y.  Allyn,  of  New  Bedford, 
Feb.  24,  1851,  and  their  children  are  a  daughter, 
Sybil,  and  a  son,  Chester  Allyn,  a  graduate  of  Har- 
vard University  in  1882,  and  a  student-in-law  at  the 
present  time. 

Hon.  Edmund  Hatch  Bennett,  son  of  Milo 
Lyman  Bennett  and  Adeline  (Hatch)  Bennett,  was 
born  in  Manchester,  Vt.,  April  6,  1824.  He  was  edu- 

;  cnted  in  the  Manchester  and  Burlington  Academies 
in  his  native  State,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  University  of  Vermont  at  Burlington, 
where  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1843,  and  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws 
(LL.D.)  in  1873.  For  a  short  time  after  graduation 
Mr.  Bennett  taught  a  family  school  in  Virginia,  and 
finally,  having  decided  upon  the  legal  profession  as  a 
life-work,  he  began  his  studies  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  in 
the  office  of  his  father  (at  that  time  an  associate  jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont).  He  was  ad- 

j  mitted  to  the  Vermont  bar  in  1847,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1848  settled  in  Taunton,  where  he  has  since  re- 
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tided.  Upon  locating  in  Taunton  he  entered  into  co- 
partnership with  the  late  Nathaniel  Morton,  which 
continued  nearly  three  yean.  He  then  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Hon.  Henry  Williams,  which  relation 
continued  several  yeare.  For  the  past  fifteen  year* 
he  has  been  in  partnership  with  Henry  J.  Fuller,  Esq., 
of  Taunton. 

Upon  the  incorporation  of  Taunton  as  a  city  in 
1865  he  was  unanimously  elected  its  first  mayor,  re- 
elected in  1866,  and  again  in  1867. 

Although  Judge  Bennett  early  took  a  leading  posi- 
tion at  the  Bristol  bar,  he  gave  much  attention  to  the 
study  of  the  law  as  a  science,  and  during  the  years 
1670,  1871,  and  1872  was  a  lecturer  on  various  topics 
at  the  Dane  Law  School  of  Harvard  University, 
Cambridge.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  Law 
School  of  Boston  University  since  its  organization  in 
1872,  and  in  1876  he  was  chosen  its  dean,  a  position 
which  he  still  occupies. 

Judge  Bennett  has  also  been  the  editor  of  nu- 
merous law  books,  numbering  over  one  hundred 
volumes,  the  leading  works  being  the  "  English  Law 
and  Equity  Reports,"  an  edition  of  Mr.  Justice  Story's 
works,  "Leading  Criminal  Cases,"  "Fire  Insurance 
Cases,"  "  Digest  of  Massachusetts  Reports,"  Ameri- 
can editions  of  the  recent  English  works  of  "God- 
dard  on  Easements,"  "  Benjamin  on  Sales,"  "  Inder- 
mann  on  the  Common  Law,"  etc.  He  has  also  been 
for  several  years  one  of  the  editors  of  the  American 
Iaxxd  Register  of  Philadelphia.  In  December,  1878, 
he  delivered  at  Hingham,  Mass.,  before  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  of  which  he  had  formerly  been 
a  member,  a  lecture  on  "  Farm  Law,"  which  has  been 
very  extensively  republished  in  agricultural  journals 
and  elsewhere  throughout  New  England  and  the 
West.  In  May,  1858,  he  was  appointed  judge  of 
probate  and  insolvency  for  Bristol  County,  and  has 
held  the  position  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of 
twenty-five  years. 

Judge  Bennett  is  an  active  member  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  and  has  been  for  many  years  either 
a  warden  or  vestryman  of  8t. Thomas'  Parish,  Taunton, 
and  has  been  many  times  a  delegate  from  this  parish 
to  the  Diocesan  Convention.  He  has  also  been  three 
times— in  1874,  1877,  and  1880—  a  delegate  from  this 
diocese  to  the  General  Triennial  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  country. 

In  June,  1863,  he  united  in  marriage  with  Sally, 
the  second  daughter  of  the  Hon.  8amuel  L.  Crocker, 
of  Taunton. 

Judge  Colby,  who  is  claimed  by  New  Bedford  as 
one  of  its  lawyers,  and  will  be  noticed  under  that 
head,  was  for  years  a  resident  of  Taunton.  Chief 
Justice  Morton,  of  Andover,  was  born  in  Taunton, 
and  so  was  Judge. Wilde,  so  long  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Massachusetts.  Theophilus  Parsons,  the 
learned  Professor  of  Law  at  Cambridge,  once  lived 
and  practiced  law  in  Taunton.  Beth  Padelford  Sta- 
ples, of  New  York,  Henry  Ooodwin,  attorney-general 


of  Rhode  Island,  Judge  Pliny  Merrick,  of  Worcester, 
Judge  Erastus  Maltby  Reed,  of  Mansfield,  Baalis  San- 
ford,  of  Boston,  8ydney  Williams,  of  Providence,  son- 
in-law  of  President  Messer,  were  of  Taunton,  either  us 
natives  or  during  some  part  of  their  professional  life. 

The  oldest  living  member  of  the  Bristol  County 
bar  residing  in  Taunton  is  the  Hon.  Henry  Williams, 
who  has  represented  his  district  in  Congress,  served 
as  register  of  probate,  and  distinguished  himself  an  a 
painstaking  and  most  accurate  annalist  and  historian. 
Samuel  R,  Townsend  also  has  been  long  a  member  of 
this  bar.  Their  associates  in  the  profession  are  Edmund 
H.  Bennett,  judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  recently  resigned,  and  who  also  acts  as 
dean  and  chief  Professor  of  the  Law  Department  of 
the  Boston  University ;  William  Henry  Fox,  judge 
of  the  District  Court;  William  E.  Fuller,  register  of 
probate  and  associate  judge  of  the  District  Court; 
James  Brown,  who  has  served  as  State  senator; 
Henry  J.  Fuller,  the  partner  of  Judge  Bennett; 
John  E.  Sanford,  for  some  years  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature  and  a  portion  of  the  time  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives;  James  H.  Dean 
and  Charles  A.  Reed,  partners-in-law,  the  latter  pres- 
ent city  solicitor;  O.  Edgar  Williams,  associated  with 
Henry  Williams;  James  M.  Cushman,  city  clerk; 
Arthur  M.  Alger,  clerk  of  the  District  Court;  Lau- 
rens N.  Francis,  Sylvanus  M.  Thomas,  John  II.  Oal- 
ligan,  L.  Everett  White,  Edward  J.  Conaty,  Benjamin 
E.  Walcott,  W.  Waldo  Robinson. 

Fall  River. — James  Fori>  was  born  in  Milton, 
Mass.,  Aug.  8, 1774.  In  1810  he  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity, and  graduated  with  honor,  taking  the  saluta- 
tory address.  He  then  assumed  the  study  or  the  law 
with  Judge  Metcalf,  of  Dedham.  In  1817  he  removed 
to  Taunton  and  continued  his  studies  with  Judge  Mor- 
ton, who  was  then  ex-member  of  Congress.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1818,  and  became  a  partner  of 
Juih<e  Morton.  In  181U  he  came  to  Fall  Hivcr  and 
opened  an  office  in  Central  Street. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1825,  and 
was  present  when  Gen.  Lafayette  laid  the  corner- 
stone of  Bunker's  Hill  Monument.  In  1820  he  deliv- 
ered the  Fourth  of  July  oration  in  Fall  River  the  day 
that  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson  died.  Mr. 
Ford  was  public-spirited  in  regard  to  matters  in 
general.  He  served  seven  year*  on  the  school  com- 
mittees; and,  with  perhaps  three  exceptions,  admin- 
istered the  oath  of  office  to  the  members  of  the  city 
government  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  sev- 
eral times  elected  an  alderman.  He  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  Mount  Hope  Lodge  of  P. 
and  A.  M.,  and  always  manifested  a  lively  interest  in 
this  ancient  and  honored  order.  He  was  postmaster 
four  years,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Franklin 
|  Savings-Bank,  was  social  police  justice  for  twenty 
]  years,  for  twelve  years  was  one  of  the  ins|iector-»  of 
the  State  Almshouse,  and  for  twenty-five  years  he 
I  edited  the  weekly  Monitor.    He  whs  an  excellent 
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lawyer  and  a  good  citizen.    He  died  July  27,  1873, 
lacking  only  one  week  of  seventy-nine  years  of  age. 

Kmaii  Wiu.iamh,  Esq.,  was  fur  nearly  half  a  cen- 
Inry  n  member  of  the  Bristol  County  bar,  and  at  the 
time  of  bin  death  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  members  of  the  legal  profession  in 
this  portion  of  New  England. 

He  was  bom  in  Ray nham,  Mam.,  in  1803,  and  spent 
his  early  youth  in  that  town,  attending  school  there 
and  in  Taunton.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered 
Brown  University,  and  graduated  nt  eighteen,  in  the 
claw  of  1821,  intending  .mediately  to  enter  upon 
the  study  of  the  law.  He  had,  however,  exhausted 
his  pecuniary  resources  in  the  acquisition  of  a  colle- 
giate education,  and  not  having  the  means  necessary 
to  carry  him  through  the  long  and  tedious  appren- 
ticeship then  required  to  enter  the  legal  profession  in 
Massachusetts,  he  went  South,  and  engaged  as  a  pri- 
vate tutor  in  the  family  of  a  gentleman  in  Virginia. 
While  there  he  learned  that  by  the  laws  of  that  com- 
monwealth a  person  could  prepare  for  admission  to 
the  bar  and  the  practice  of  the  law  without  spending 
a  certain  prescribed  time  in  the  office  of  a  counselor- 
at-law  simply  by  being  found  qualified  upon  an  ex- 
amination by  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 
He  thought  favorably  of  this  plan,  as  it  would  allow 
Ma  to  study  law  and  at  the  same  time  pursue  his 
vocation  as  a  teacher.  And  his  wishes  being  made 
known  to  the  attorney -general  of  North  Carolina, 
that  gentleman  drew  up  a  course  of  legal  study  which 
he  recommended  to  Mr.  Williams.  The  latter  imme- 
diately repaired  to  Norfolk  and  purchased  the  neces- 
sary books,  and  by  the  time  he  was  of  sufficient  age 
to  be  admitted,  according  to  the  laws  of  Virginia, — 
i.t.,  twenty-one,  —  he  had  prepared  himself  for  an 
examination.  The  mode  of  conducting  this  was  pe- 
culiar. Going  to  Richmond  when  the  Court  of  Ap-  j 
peals  was  in  session  in  that  city,  each  member  of  the 
court  appointed  a  time  to  see  him  at  his  private  room, 
and  in  this  way,  at  intervals  for  about  a  week,  the 
examination  was  carried  on  by  each  judge  separately 
until  the  whole  bench  were  satisfied  with  the  qualifi- 
cations of  their  young  candidate,  and  after  taking  the 
necessary  oath  he  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar. 

This  entitled  bim  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of 
Virginia ;  but,  on  account  of  repugnance  to  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  he  decided  not  to  settle  there,  and 
returned  home.  Upon  his  arrival  here  he  found  that 
his  admission  to  the  bar  of  Virginia  did  not  avail 
him,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  practice  in  that  State. 
So  he  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  Marcus  Morton  as  a 
student-at-Iaw,  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  eked  out  the 
expenses  by  teaching  school.  The  first  winter  after 
entering  he  taught  in  the  district  where  he  had  at- 
tended school  when  a  boy.  At  the  close  of  his 
school  he  returned  to  the  office  of  Governor  Morton, 
and  remained  there  till  the  latter  retired  from  the 
profession  to  accept  a  place  on  the  bench  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  the  State.    He  then 


entered  the  office  of  David  G.  W.  Cobb,  Esq.,  then 
register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  and 
there  remained  till  the  term  of  court  in  September, 
1825,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bristol  County 
bar. 

Mr.  Williams  first  settled  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Dighton,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  till 
1827,  when  he  removed  to  Swansea,  the  latter  place 
being  then  a  more  favorable  field  for  the  profession 
than  at  present,  although  not  sufficient  to  afford  busi- 
ness for  two  lawyors,  for  we  are  told  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  go  there  because  he  bad  beard  that  the  only 
lawyer  in  Swansea  had  removed  to  Fall  River. 

Fall  River  by  this  time  bad  become  a  thriving  and 
promising  place,  and  lawyers,  no  leas  than  mechanics, 
business  men,  and  members  of  other  professions,  were 
being  attracted  thither  by  its  rapidly-developing 
importance  as  a  manufacturing,  commercial,  and 
social  centre. 

Hczekiah  Hat  telle  had  been  some  time  in  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law  at  Fall  River,  and  had  acquired  some 
prominence  and  a  lucrative  practice.  It  was  through 
his  influence,  unsolicited  and  unexpected,  that  Mr. 
Williams  was  induced  in  1833,  after  having  been  six 
years  at  Swansea,  to  change  his  location  from  the 
latter  place  to  Fall  River.  As  Mr.  Rattelle  was 
returning  in  the  summer  of  that  year  from  a  pro- 
fessional visit  to  Fawtucket,  passing  through  the 
village  he  met  Mr.  Williams  on  the  street,  and  pro- 
posed that  the  latter  should  come  to  Fall  River  and 
go  into  partnership  with  him,  saying  that  he  had 
more  business  than  he  could  Attend  to  alone.  This 
fact  shows  that  Mr.  Williams  was  not  altogether  des- 
titute of  the  reputation  of  a  good  lawyer  even  then. 
The  conditions  of  the  proposed  partnership,  proffered 
as  they  were  by  one  or  ability  and  experience  in  the 
profession,  were  even  more  flattering,  for  they  pro- 
posed a  partnership  of  five  years  with  equal  profits 
in  the  business.  This  was  certainly  very  liberal  con- 
sidering that  Mr.  Rattelle  was  fourteen  years  Mr. 
Williams'  senior,  and  had  already  attained  a  good 
practice. 

The  partnership  onco  established  needed  no  further 
atipulation  as  to  duration:  it  lasted  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  During  this  period  it  is  certainly 
within  bounds  to  say  that  the  firm  did  their  full  share 
of  the  legal  business  of  the  town. 

The  firm  of  Rattelle  A  Williams  became  one  of  the 
best  known  in  this  section  of  the  State,  both  of  the 
partners  being  distinguished  for  the  thoroughness 
with  which  they  prepared  their  cases,  and  their  ex- 
treme fidelity  and  care  in  presenting  them  to  courts 
and  juries.  After  the  retirement  of  the  senior  partner 
Mr.  Williams  continued  business  in  the  well-known 
office  in  Granite  Block  until  failing  health  compelled 
him  to  retire  to  the  comforts  of  home. 

Mr.  Williams  was  the  oldest  member  of  the  Bristol 
County  bar  in  the  time  of  his  practice.  Towards  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  when,  on  account  of  infirmities 
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of  age,  he  was  seldom  seen  in  the  courts,  he  still  did  a 
large  office  business.  His  opinions  upon  knotty  legal 
points  were  always  highly  valued,  and  in  the  depart- 
ments of  conveyancing  and  equity  he  had  few  equals. 
His  relations  with  his  brethren  of  the  bar  were  always 
cordial,  his  well-known  form  and  face  always  com- 
manding respect  when  seen  in  assemblages  of  mem- 
bers of  his  profession. 

In  conversation  Mr.  Williams  had  a  peculiar  power 
of  presenting  points.  Usually  retired  and  reserved 
in  manner,  he  yet  had  a  few  intimate  friends  by  whom 
his  conversation  was  highly  prised.  His  reminiscences 
of  the  ancient  giants  of  the  bar — Webster,  Choate, 
Jeremiah  Mason,  Timothy  O.  Coffin,  and  others  less 
known  to  public  fame— were  exceedingly  interesting. 
He  lived  beyond  the  full  allotted  years  of  man's  life, 
but  he  still  preserved  his  noble  characteristics.  He 
was  a  man  of  marked  integrity,  always  true  to  his 
trust,  to  his  clients,  to  himself,  and  to  the  cause  of 
truth. 

The  Bar  Association,  which  convened  upon  the  an- 
nouncement of  his  death,  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

■  toM  Tint  In  lb*  daalh  of  Mr.  WIUuUM.  who  for  n.a,  I ,  U.lf  . 
c-turj  to.  baan  an  bono«d  and  afBclant  j,.»tor  of  lb.  torjrf  Ms 

•tier,  a  fklthfut,  patlanl,  and  laduatrlou*  altoraajr,  an  aaruaat  sad  oara- 

ful  *d«Oi»ta,  U*mp4>rj  clllian,  in  J  in  buna*!  SMB. 

"  Jnavhwi,  That  *a  an  *»1d*nc*  of  oar  rogar\l  and  appreciation  for  tha 
worth  aad  cbaraclar  of  lb*  dacaaaad  *t  will  altaad  bla  fanaral  In  a 
bod  r .  sod  that  an  Mltaud  cop;  of  tbaaa  resolution*  b*  tant  to  Uia  family, 
nod  tha  Baparlor  Oourl  to  raquaatad  to  place  lb*  auaa  on  It*  rraorda." 

The  trustees  of  the  Fall  River  Savings-Bank,  at  a 
meeting  held  April  15,  1880,  ordered  the  following 
memorial  to  be  placed  upon  their  records : 

"Oar  old  triad  frland  and  honored  aaaxlat*,  Xliab  William*,  hiring 
dapartad  tttla  tifa,  II  baconaa  aa  to  pauaa  a  moment  to  oont«a>|ilaU  tha 
diaUagnlabad  tlrluaa  of  hla  character  aad  Ufa. 

"  Hla  *lrlel  integrity  and  high  aanaa  of  booor,  bla  cool  and  dalltorata 
Judgment,  hU  atudUiaa  apptlcatVoD  to  Ilia  hualnaat  of  hla  profaaauin,  hi* 
abiding;  faith  la  lb*  dltin*  alda  of  hU  nature,  Bind*  bint  an  Invaluable 
aaa»dat*,  cltliaa,  and  frland. 

"  Irurtag  lb*  mora  than  fortr.|hr*a  jraari'  tarries  with  Ibi*  laaUla- 
Uaa  m  traataa, McraUrjr,  »lca-p«eel4*al, and  lacal  ooaaa»l  b*  waa  always 
prompt  la  tha  dlacharf*  of  '^Jf1*  "J^""'"         ^UafftBa*  'to 

"  Wa  uoarn  hi*  dapartar*.  and  la  eedneae  raflact  that  w*  atoll  ao 
mora  Mm  Ula  wis*  coosmI. 

«  To  hi*  family  and  frl*ud*  w*  tandar  our  d**)«*l  •ympsthla*  In  tklo 
thalr  (reat  berear.ment.  ™d  Is  token  of  our  esteem  wa  will  altaad  hla 
I  Ln.nl  In  a  bod/." 

He  waa  identified  with  the  Fall  River  Savings- 
Bank  as  trustee,  vice-president,  and  counsel  almost 
from  the  organization  of  the  institution.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  school  committee,  and  an  earnest 
friend  of  education. 

Few  men  have  transacted  more  business  in  the  set- 
tlement of  estates  of  deceased  persons  than  did  he 
during  his  life,  and  none  with  more  uniform  satisfac- 
tion to  all  concerned. 

He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Fall  River,  a  man  of  pure  and 
spoUess  private  life,  of  wonderful  firmness  and  aelf- 


poasession,  and  possessed  of  courage  that  never  yielded 
to  chicanery  or  wrong.  His  departure,  like  his  life, 
was  patient,  gentle,  serene,  and  ready. 

-  Bur*  Ui*  but  and  of  tha  good  man 
I*  pane*,  flow  calm  hi*  axil  I 
Klk-h t-daw*  Ml  not  ao  |*ntlj  to  tha  around, 

Mr.  Williams  was  thrice  married,  and  led  a  widow 
and  one  son,  the  latter  residing  in  Boston.  He  died 
April  14,  1880. 

Fkbderick  A.  Boomek  was  bom  in  Tiverton,  R.  I., 
April  8,  1821,  and  died  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  July  22, 
1871.  HU  wife  was  Elizabeth  M  daughter  of  Johu 
Earle,  to  whom  he  was  married  July  8,  1867. 

Left  to  struggle  for  himself  at  an  early  age,  a  stu- 
dious disposition  led  him  to  adopt  teaching  as  a  pro- 
fession, for  which  he  prepared  himself  by  a  systematic 
course  of  study,  graduating  at  the  Massachusetts  State 
Normal  School  at  Bridgewater.  After  pursuing  his 
chosen  vocation  a  number  of  years,  the  advice  of 
friends  and  hia  own  preference  led  him  to  study  the 
law,  which  he  commenced  reading  in  -the  office  of  the 
late  David  Perkins,  Esq.,  and  subsequently  pursued 
with  Judge  Lapham,  on  whose  motion  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Bristol  County.  After  his  admission  to 
the  bar  of  this  State,  Mr.  Boomer  became  a  resident 
of  Tiverton,  It.  I.,  from  which  town  he  was  twice 
elected  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Returning  to  Fall  River,  he  soon  became  interested 
in  educational  matters,  his  experience  as  a  teacher 
giving  him  a  lively  interest  in  the  public  schools. 
For  many  years  he  was  an  efficient  ami  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  school  committee,  serving  with  earnestness 
and  zeal.  He  was  three  times  elected  to  the  office  of 
city  solicitor,  the  last  time  in  1870,  when  failing  health 
induced  him  to  resign  before  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office. 

In  the  fall  of  1870  he  was  elected  to  the  General 
Court,  it  being  the  second  time  he  had  been  selected 
by  his  fellow-citizens  for  that  imi»ortant  office.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Elections,  and  also 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 

As  a  legislator  Mr.  Boomer  was  liberal  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  views,  with  a  hearty  sympathy  for  all 
measures  calculated  to  raise  the  moral  standard  and 
lessen  the  burdens  of  the  laboring  masses.  Ready 
and  earnest  as  a  debater,  he  never  failed  to  obtain  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  retain  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-members. 

Mr.  Boomer  was  a  director  in  the  Pocaaact  National 
Bank  from  its  organization  till  his  death. 

As  a  man  and  a  friend  he  cannot  be  too  warmly 
spoken  of,  for  he  possessed  the  noblest  qualities  of  char- 
acter. So  manly  was  he  by  instinct  that  no  one  could 
deem  him  capable  of  a  mean  action,  so  charitable  iu 
his  opinions  of  others  as  to  lead  him  to  overlook  their 
faults  and  forgive  any  injuries  he  may  have  suffered. 
The  feeling  of  vindictivenesa  he  would  not  or  could 
not  cherish,  and  as  a  lawyer  he  would  never  encour- 
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age  litigation,  preferring  the  loss  of  business  to  the1 
Ions  of  self- respect. 

He  has  been  spoken  of  as  n  truo  Christian  gentle- 
man, religious,  but  not  bigoted,  exhibiting  grace  of 
heart  no  less  than  polish  of  manners.  Habitually 
cheerful,  he  was  an  agreeable  companion  and  friend, 
and  impressed  all  with  his  geniality  and  kindness,  no 
leas  than  with  his  earnestness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  Boomer  was  rWy  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  had  grown  up  with  the  thrift  and  enter- 
prise of  Fall  River.  In  labor  and  sympathy  he  was 
fully  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  place, 
intellectual  and  spiritual,  as  well  as  material.  In 
whatever  offices  he  was  called  to  fill,  he  gave  to  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  his  best  abilities  and  his  most 
earnest,  conscientious  preparation.  When  quite  a  lad 
he  made  a  profession  of  religion,  was  baptized  by  Rev. 
Asa  Rronson,  and  received  in  the  membership  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Fall  River,  March  6, 1836. 

Hf.zkkiaii  Battelle,  for  so  long  a  time  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Bristol  bar,  was  graduated  at 
Brown  University,  in  the  class  of  1816.  He  read  law 
,  in  the  office  of  Hercules  Cushman,  Esq.,  of  Freetown, 
then  a  prominent  lawyerof  the  Bristol  bar.  Upon  his 
admission  to  practice  he  became  a  partner  with  Mr. 
Cushman,  and  remained  there  a  few  years,  when 
he  removed  to  Swansea  village,  and  continued  in 
practice  there  till  1827,  when  he  located  in  Fall 
River,  and  here  passed  the  larger  part  of  his  life. 

Coming  to  Fall  River  in  the  vigor  of  manhood  and 
with  a  reputation  for  ability  and  fidelity  already  es- 
tablished, his  practice  rapidly  increased,  and  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  regarded  as  one 
of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  country.  Perhaps  no  one 
in  the  county  exceeded  him  in  the  preparation  of 
cases  for  trial,  either  by  the  jury  upon  question  of 
fact,  or  by  the  court  upon  matters  of  law.  Mr.  Bat- 
telle  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  moral  and  religious 
welfare  of  Fall  River,  and  in  the  prosperity  and  good 
government  of  our  common  country.  He  was  one  of 
the  representatives  from  this  town  in  the  legislature 
in  1838  and  1848,  interesting  himself  at  the  latter  po- 
riod  with  the  question  of  boundary  between  the  8tatcs 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  For  more  than 
fifteen  years,  however,  immediately  previous  to  his 
death,  he  took  but  little  interest  in  the  practice  of  law, 
but  devoted  much  of  his  attention  to  religious  matters 
and  questions  of  theology.  Mr.  Battelle  was  actively 
interested  in  the  organization  of  the  Unitarian  Society 
in  Fall  River,  and  was  one  of  its  earnest  supporters. 

He  died  Jan.  22. 1872,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
yean. 

Cyrus  Ai.dbn  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
May  20,  1785.  He  was  fifth  in  descent  and  direct 
line  from  John  Alden,  the  first  of  the  Plymouth  col- 
ony to  step  upon  the  famous  rock  at  the  landing  of 
the  "  MayAower"  Pilgrims  in  1620.  His  father  was 
Capt.  Joseph  Alden.    His  mother  and  grandmother 


were  members  of  the  Carver  family  and  also  of  Pil- 
grim ancestry.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  which  five  were  sons,  two  of  whom,  himself 
and  a  younger  brother,  were  graduated  from  Brown 
University,  the  one  to  follow  the  profession  of  the 
law,  the  other  that  of  divinity.  His  own  graduation 
took  place  in  1807,  his  education  having  been  delayed 
by  a  severe  and  protracted  illness.  He  studied  law  at 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  also  read  with  Judge  Whit- 
man, of  Marshfield,  and  Judge  Baylies,  of  Taunton. 
He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Wrentham,  marrying, 
soon  after  his  entrance  upon  his  profession,  Mary 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Mr.  Alexander  Jones,  of  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.  After  a  short  residence  in  Wrentham 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Boston,  residing  in 
Roxbury,  but  having  an  office  in  the  city  and  in  the 
same  building  with  Daniel  Webster,  a  most  noted  con- 
temporary, belonging  to  the  same  political  party,  the 
Whigs,  to  which  he  always  held.  He  here  published, 
in  1819,  a  book,  of  which  he  was  the  author  and  edi- 
tor, under  the  title  of  "Abridgment  of  Law,  with 
Practical  Forms,"  in  two  parts,  which  proved  accept- 
able and  useful,  but  has  now  been  superseded  by  later 
works  of  the  same  purpose.  In  1827  he  once  more 
removed  his  family  and  business,  and  this  time  to 
Fall  River,  which  he  afterward  served  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  town  then  bearing  the  name  of  Troy.  Here 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  March, 
1865. 

In  addition  to  the  legal  and  judicial  qualities  of 
mind,  which,  with  a  marked  and  refined  wit,  he  pos- 
sessed iu  a  great  degree,  ho  had  also  poetic  and  inven- 
tive talents,  amusing  his  leisure  hours  with  the  former 
and  employing  the  latter  to  some  practical  result, 
being  the  inventor  of  hay-scales,  for  which  he  secured 
a  patent,  they  being  at  one  time  in  quite  general  use. 

An  obituary  written  by  a  fellow-lawyer  says,  "  For 
several  years  he  did  a  considerable  portion  of  Fall 
River's  judicial  business,  his  promptness  and  tenacity 
of  memory  being  remarkable.  He  rarely  took  notes 
of  testimony,  and  it  was  very  seldom  that  a  law-book 
was  requisite  to  him  for  reference  in  any  decision.  So 
thoroughly  imbued  was  his  mind  with  the  essential 
principles  of  our  laws  that  his  errors  in  stating  them 
from  memory  merely  were  most  infrequent,  and  It  has 
been  remarked,  not  without  point,  that  more  reliance 
might  be  placed  upon  the  opinion  of  Cyrus  Alden, 
Esq.,  than  could  bo  upon  the  opinions  of  many  men 
with  both  books  and  laws.  He  was  an  author  as  well 
as  practitioner,  and  has  left  a  volume  as  a  memento 
to  his  brethren  in  the  department  of  his  profession." 

Louts  La  cham,  who  was  a  leading  spirit  in  Fall 
River  for  more  than  forty  years,  was  born  in  Burrill- 
ville,  R  I.,  in  1810.  His  parents  were  poor  people, 
and  young  Lap  ham  had  to  earn  his  own  bread.  He 
acquired  a  good  common-school  education  for  his 
times,  and  learned  the  printer's  trade.  Ho  early  ac- 
quired a  taste  for  political  life,  and  was  a  Democrat. 
He  took  sides  with  the  Dorr  Rebellion  in  Rhode 
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Island  in  1840,  and  was  to  much  of  a  friend  of  Gov- 
ernor Dorr  that  he  became  very  obnoxious  to  the 
King  Charles  CharterisU,  and  left  his  home  and  fled 
to  Fall  River,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  several 
years.  He  was  a  friend  of  the  laborer,  and  always  on 
the  alert  to  defend  the  poor  man's  rights.  He  was  of 
quick  perceptions  and  had  a  ready  tongue,  and  was  a 
match  for  the  lawyers  and  merchants  of  Fall  River 
|  in  debate  in  town-meeting.  He  acquired  consider- 
J  able  reputation  with  the  laboring  classes,  and  ombi- 
'  tious  for  a  better  situation  in  life  than  that  that  was 
open  to  him  in  mechanical  avocation,  studied  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

In  1852  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  Police  Court 
of  Fall  River  by  Governor  Boutwell,  which  position 
he  held  until  the  court  was  abolished  and  the  present 
District  Court  created  in  1873.  He  was  an  upright 
judge.  He  was  not  a  profound  lawyer,  yet  he  bad  a 
true  conception  of  what  wits  right,  and  his  decisions 
were  just  and  proper,  if  not  always  exact  law.  Hav- 
ing earned  his  position  by  the  sweat  of  his  own  brow, 
he  had  not  such  regard  for  professional  etiquette  as 
perhaps  he  should  have  entertained.  The  people 
had  great  confidence  in  his  judgment  and  fairness, 
and  disposition  to  do  justice  by  them. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  Frcc-Soilers,  and  for 
years  was  a  prominent  person  in  that  party  in  the 
city  of  Fall  River.  He  was  several  limes  a  candi- 
date for  mayor  of  Fall  River,  and  in  the  latter  part 
of  bis  life  was  much  disposed  to  be  in  sympathy  with 
Democratic  principles,  and  nothing  but  his  hatred  of 
slavery  and  his  recollections  of  it  kept  him  from 
full  fellowship  with  them. 

He  was  of  very  generous  disposition  and  very 
ready  and  willing  to  help  those  in  need,  and  to  render 
such  assistance  by  word  and  deed  as  it  was  in  his  cir- 
cumstances to  do.  Indeed,  he  was  too  generous  for 
his  own  accumulation  of  property.  He  was  a  true 
friend.  He  had  strong  attachments  and  hopes,  but 
yet  his  love  of  justice  and  fair  dealing  was  a  control- 
ling element  of  character.  He  hated  show  and  shams, 
and  spoke  perhaps  too  strongly  at  times  in  condemna- 
tion of  political  intriguers  and  hypocrites.  He  was  a 
laborious  man.  He  frequently  wrote  for  the  news- 
papers, and  was  busy  in  his  profession.  He  died  in 
Fall  River  in  March,  1881,  aged  seventy-one  years, 
leaving  a  widow  and  several  daughters  to  mourn  his 
death  and  to  cherish  his  memory. 

Charles  Holme,-,  father  of  Hon.  Charles  Holmes, 
was  also  a  leading  lawyer  of  Fall  River.  He  had  an 
excellent  legal  mind,  and  was  genial  and  courteous  in 
his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men. 

Hon.  Josiah  0.  Blaisdell  was  born  in  Camp- 
ton,  N.  H  ,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1820.  In  his  boy- 
hood he  attended  the  common  district  school,  and 
later  was  a  member  of  the  Literary  and  Scientific 
Institution  at  Hancock,  N.  H.  While  yet  a  young 
man  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Methuen,  Mass., 
from  whence,  in  1848,  be  came  to  Fall  River  for  the 


purpose  of  entering  the  law-office  of  James  Ford, 
Esq.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  studies  he  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  has  continued 
its  active  duties  to  the  present  day,  rising  step  by 
step  until  he  has  gained  a  foremost  position  at  the 
bar  of  his  adopted  town,  and  has  become  generally 
well  known  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

His  first  entrance  into  public  life  was  in  1858, 
when  he  was  elected  a  meml>cr  of  the  Massachusetts 
House  of  Representatives.  In  1804  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  John  A.  Andrew  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  State  Charities,  completing  an  unexpired  term  of 
two  years.  In  1866  he  was  reappointed  to  the  same 
office  by  Governor  Alexander  II.  Bullock  for  a  fur- 
ther term  of  seven  years,  but  resigned  after  serving 
two  years.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  State 
Senate  in  1865,  and  again  of  the  House  iti  1866. 

He  was  elected  mayor  of  Fall  River  in  1858,  and 
re-elected  in  1859.  Sinco  Mr.  Blaisdell's  terms  in  the 
i  mayoralty  and  as  representative  and  senator  ho  has 
been  brought  by  official  life  more  or  less  continuously 
before  the  public,  and  in  1874,  upon  the organization 
of  the  "Second  District  Court  of  Bristol,"  in  recog- 
nition of  his  qualifications  as  a  lawyer  and  a  man  of  ( 
sound  and  discreet  judgment,  he  was  ap|Miinted  pre- 
siding judge  He  has  siuce  that  date  filled  the 
position  ably  and  well,  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
brethren  of  the  bar  and  the  public  at  large. 

Nicholas  Hatheway,  son  of  Elnatliun  P.  and 
Salome  (Cushman)  Hatheway,  was  born  in  Free-town, 
Sept.  3,  1824,  the  eldest  of  seven  children.  He  was 
educuted  at  Phillips  Andover  Academy  and  Pierce's 
Academy  at  Middleborough.  He  entered  Brown 
University  in  1843,  and  graduated  in  1847;  studied 
law  with  his  father,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1850.  He  commenced  practice  in  Freetown,  where 
he  remained  until  1857,  and  then  accepted  a  position 
i  as  head  of  the  weighers'  and  guugers'  department  in 
the  Boston  custom-house  under  Collector  Arthur  YY. 
Austin. t  Mr.  Hatheway  remained  iu  this  position 
until  1861,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Stock  Exchange,  and  continued  in  the  brokerage 
business  until  about  fourteen  years  ago,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Fall  River  and  resumed  the  practice  of 
law.  Mr.  Hatheway  has  taken  good  rank  at  the  bar, 
but  perhaps  is  best  known  as  a  criminal  lawyer.  He 
held  various  offices  while  in  Freetown,  was  twice 
justice,  and  held  that  office  until  it  was  abolished. 
He  was  also  a  school-teacher  in  his  native  town  and 
a  member  of  the  school  committee.  He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  from  Fall  River  in  1875, 
and  was  alderman  in  1874  and  1876. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hatheway  is  a  Democrat,  and  an 
earnest  and  outspoken  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
that  party.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  four  last 
National  Democratic  Conventions,  and  has  been  a 
delegate  to  most  of  the  Slate  Conventions  for  twenty 
years,  and  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
SUte  Central  Committee.    He  was  nominated  for 
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Congress  in  the  fall  of  1882,  and  received  a  very 


Mr.  Hatheway  i*  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  is 
n  member  of  Union  Lodge,  Dorchester;  St.  Paul's 
B.  A.  C,  Boston;  Council  R.  and  8.  M.,  Boston; 
Boston  Commandery,  and  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  and  its  Dependencies, — thirty-three  degrees. 

Mr.  Hatheway  was  married  Jan.  1,  1861,  to  Fanny 
P.  Dean,  of  Freetown,  and  has  two  children  living, 
—Nelson  D.  Ilathewny,  M.D.,  of  Middleborough, 
Mass.,  and  Nicholas  Hatheway,  Jr.,  who  graduates 
this  year  (1883)  at  Brown  University. 

HoK.  Husky  K.  Braley,  the  present  mayor  of 
Fall  River,  was  born  in  Rochester,  M  ass.  March 
17,  lfcV).  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  0.  Braley, 
Wheat  ancestor,  Roger  Braley,  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Freetown  in  1742.    He  was  a  Quaker. 

Mr.  Braley  attended  the  common  achools  of  his 
native  town,  and  subsequently  graduated  from  the 
Rochester  and  Middleborough  academies.  He  also 
taught  school  in  Bridgewater  fonr  years.  Having 
decided  upon  the  legal  profession  as  a  vocation,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  the  law  in  the  office  of 
Latham  A  Kingman  at  Bridgewater,  and  in  1873  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Plymouth,  Mass.  He  soon 
alter  located  in  Fall  River,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession. 
Mr.  Brnley  is  an  active  and  aggressive  member  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Fall  River  in  1882,  and  his  popularity  and  worth 
as  an  executive  officer  was  clearly  evidenced  by  his 
re-election  in  1883  by  a  lnrge  majority.  Although 
yet  a  young  man  Mr.  Braley  has  taken  a  leading 
position  at  the  Bristol  bar,  and  is  regarded  by  his 
brethren  as  a  rising  man. 

James  M.  Mojito*,  one  of  the  older  members  of 
the  bar,  is  a  close  student,  lias  an  excellent  legal  mind, 
and  is  one  of  the  acknowledged  leaders  of  the  bar  in 
Southeastern  Massachusetts. 

Hon.  Andrew  J.  Jenninob,  Mr.  Morton's  partner, 
although  a  young  man,  has  a  good  position  at  the  bar, 
and  is  popular  with  his  brethren  and  the  citizens 
generally.  He  represented  the  district  in  the  State 
Senate  in  1882. 

Hon.  John  W.  Cumminos  is  also  a  young  man,  but 
has  already  won  a  prominent  position  at  the  bar  and 
in  the  political  field.  He  is  the  present  State  senator 
from  this  district,  and  one  of  Governor  Butler's  most 
trusted  counselors. 

The  present  members  of  the  Fall  River  bar  are  as 


John  W.  Onmnlnf*. 
Timothy  MeOoBiragh. 
Samuel  A*htor», 
Art*  N.  Lincoln, 
r»trk!k  R.  Wallace 
Warron  Aids, 
Hugo  A.  Daboqna. 
Edward  niggliuoo. 
M.  O.  B.  Bwlft 
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NlrholM  Hatha «»». 
Jotlah  0.  Bhttod*ll. 
Jamea  M  Morion. 
Jonathan  M.  Wood. 
IWriJnmta  K  Loratt- 
Wniiai.i  II.  nam. 
Milton  Rood. 
Jama  T.  Jnckaon. 
I  T.  Snlllran 
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Andraw  J.  Jeonlngm. 
Slmton  Bordan, 
John  fl.  Brayton. 

AttleborougL-JoiiN  Daooett.  He  is  a  native 
of  Attleborough,  descended  from  John  Daggett,  who 
came  from  Martha's  Vineyard  about  1707  and  settled 
in  Attleborough,  with  a  family  of  nine  children.  He 
was  the  son  of  Thomas  Daggett,  of  the  Vineyard,  who 
married  Hannah,  oldest  daughter  of  Governor  May- 
hew,  and  lived  and  died  on  the  island.  John  Daggett, 
the  author  of  the  history  of  Attleborough  in  this  work, 
was  the  son  of  Hon.  Ebenezer  Daggett  and  8ally 
Maxcy,  one  of  tbe  Maxcy  family  of  Attleborough. 

He  fitted  for  college  at  Day's  Academy  in  Wrentham, 
and  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Alvan  Cobb,  of  Taun- 
ton. He  entered  Brown  University  in  September, 
1822,  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1828.  Soon  after 
leaving  college  he  commenced  tbe  study  of  the  law  in 
tbe  office  of  Joseph  L.  Tillinghast,  in  Providence,  a 
distinguished  member  of  tbe  Rhode  Island  bar  and  a 
member  of  Congress,  and  the  next  year  studied  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  J.  J.  Fiske,  of  Wrentham,  and  the 
third  year  attended  the  course  of  law  lectures  of  Hon. 
Theron  Metcalf,  of  Dedham,  afterwards  a  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts,  and  author  of  several 
learned  works  on  jurisprudence.  At  that  place  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1830,  and  imme- 
diately opened  an  office  and  commenced  practice  in 
Attleborough,  where  he  has  continued  most  of  his 
time  since.  Subsequently  he  edited  a  paper  in  Ded- 
ham for  a  year  or  two,  and  then  returned  to  his  native 
town. 

During  the  early  years  of  his  professional  duties  he 
took  a  deep  interest  in  common-school  education,  and 
devoted  much  of  bis  time  to  that  cause,  having  served 
as  chairman  of  the  town  school  committee  about  fif- 
teen years  in  succession. 

He  was  elected  representative  to  the  Legislature  for 
1886,  and  continued  for  four  years  in  succession.  In 
1850  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate,  and  served  on  the 
Railroad  and  Judiciary  Committees,  During  the 
latter  year  he  was  appointed  member  of  the  Valuation 
Board,  the  duties  of  which  occupied  four  months  at 
the  State-House  in  Boston.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  House  in  1866.  In  1852  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Governor  register  of  probate  and  insolvency  for 
Bristol  County,  and  was  afterwards  elected  to  the' 
same  office  for  two  terms,  of  four  yean  each,  holding 
the  office  for  the  period  of  eleven  years. 

Of  late  years  he  has  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to 
antiquarian  and  historical  research,  especially  on  the 
subject  of  the  settlement  and  colonization  of  the  Old 
Colony,  and  the  origin  and  history  of  its  people,  is  a 
member  of  the  New  England  Genealogical  and  His- 
toric  Society,  and  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Old  Colony  Historical  Society,  of  which  he  is  tbe 
president.   He  is  the  author  of  some  local  histories. 

Freetown.— William  A.  Leonard,  from  Rayn- 

■  For  ootloat  o(  J.J.  Archar  and  Milton  Read,  aaa  htatory  of  fall  BiTar. 


Uigitiz 


34  HISTORY  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


ham,  located  for  the  practice  of  his  profewion  at 
Aaaooet  village,  in  Freetown,  in  an  early  day. 

Being  a  single  man,  he  boarded  in  the  family  of 
Col.  Benjamin  Weaver,  in  the  west  front  chamber  of 
whoae  houae  Mr.  Leonard  opened  a  law-office,  and 
there  remained  until  hi*  building,  constructed  for  that 
purpose,  could  be  finished,  the  materials  of  which 
were  obtained  at  Raynham,  and  brought  down  Taun- 
ton River  and  up  Asaonet  River  to  Assonet  village 
in  Freetown,  and  set  up  a  little  south  of  the  Congre- 
gational meeting-house. 

Mr.  Leonard  did  not  long  remain  in  Freetown,  but 
returned  to  Raynham.  The  building  he  put  up  for  a 
law-office  was  afterwards  used  for  a  school-house. 

Washington  Hathaway  was  a  native  of  Free- 
town. He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Hathaway  and  wife 
Eunice  Winalow,  and  born  Sept.  4, 1777.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University,  Providence,  R.  I. 
His  law-office  stood  on  the  northerly  side  of  Water 
Street,  in  Aasonet  village.  Commenced  practice  in  or 
about  1802.   Died  Feb.  10, 1818. 

George  Bonom  Nye  Holmes  was  a  native  of 
Rochester,  Mass.,  son  of  Abraham  Holmes,  Esq.,  and 
located  in  Freetown  for  the  practice  of  the  law  in  or 
near  the  year  1810.  His  law-office  was  the  building 
now  used  by  Mr.  Philip  C.  Bryant  for  a  grocery- 
store. 

Hercules  Cushiian  was  a  native  of  Middlebor- 
ough.  He  studied  law  with  Hon.  Wilkes  Wood,  of 
his  native  town,  and  received  the  appointment  of 
clerk  of  Plymouth  County  Court.  Located  in  Free- 
town in  or  about  1813,  from  which  town  lie  was  elected 
several  times  as  representative  to  the  General  Court, 
and  served  one  year  in  the  Governor's  Council.  He 
was  promoted  to  the  office  of  colonel  of  the  FiRh  Regi- 
ment in  the  local  militia  of  Bristol  County.  Honor- 
ably discharged.  He  returned  to  Middleborough  in 
1828,  and  there  died  in  1882. 

Rufus  Bacon  was  a  native  of  Rochester,  Mass. 
Came  to  Freetown  in  IBM.  Occupied  as  a  law-office 
that  which  had  been  used  by  George  Bonum  Nye 
Holmes. 

June  18,  1818,  Mr.  Bacon  was  commissioned  cap- 
tain  of  the  Assonet  Light  Infantry  Company,  which 
position  he  held  until  1824;  waa  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Council  one  year ;  chairman  of  County 
Commissioners  in  1828,  which  year  he  removed  to  the 
Bute  of  New  York. 

ElnathaN  P.  Hatheway  was  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Bristol  bar,  and  for  a  long  time  one 
of  the  most  prominent  Democrats  in  the  State.  He 
was  a  personal  friend  of  James  Buchanan,  and  also 
of  Judge  Randall,  father  of  Samuel  J.  Randall,  the 
distinguished  member  of  Congress  from  Philadelphia, 
and  ex-Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
was  selectman  of  his  town,  commissioner  of  insol- 
vency, member  of  the  last  Constitutional  Convention, 
member  of  the  Legislature,  and  later  of  tho  Senate, 
waa  a  member  of  the  National  Convention  which 


nominated  President  Buchanan,  and  was  subsequently 

offered  the  collectorship  of  Boston,  which  he  declined. 
He  waa  engaged  for  a  long  lime  in  most  of  the  impor- 
tant cases  that  came  before  the  court*  of  Bristol 
County.  He  was  popular  with  his  brothers  at  the  bar, 
and  wa*  an  intimate  friend  of  Timothy  O.  Coffin  and 
William  Baylies. 

Mr.  Hatheway  was  a  direct  descendant  on  the  pa- 
ternal side  from  Ann  Hathaway,  the  wife  of  Shake- 
speare, and  on  the  mother's  side  from  Robert  Cush- 
man,  the  Puritan.    Elnathan  P.  Hatheway  was  a  1 
graduate  of  Brown  University  in  the  class  of  1816. 

Ezra  Wilkinson  came  to  Freetown  in  March, 
1829,  and  opened  a  law-office  in  the  building  that  had 
been  used  for  that  purpose  by  George  Bonum  Nye 
Holme*  and  Rufus  Bacon.  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  a 
native  of  Wrenlham,  Mas*.,  and  a  graduate  of  Brown 
University,  Providence,  R.  I.  From  Freetown  he 
I  removed  to  Seekonk,  and  from  thence  to  Dedhnm. 
William  H.  Eduy  was  a  native  of  Middleborough. 
He  located  for  practice  at  Freetown  iu  1835.  His 
health  failed  him,  and  he  soon  after  returned  to  Mid- 
dloborough  and  died. 

Jobi:  ri[  Hathaway  was  a  nativo  of  Freetown,  and 
located  for  the  practice  of  law  in  Fall  River,  where 
j  he  was  once  elected  as  a  member  of  the  General 
Court.  Came  back  to  and  opened  a  law-office  at 
Assonet  village  in  1837.  Somewhat  distinguished  as 
a  temperance  lecturer,  claiming  to  be,  as  he  did,  a 
"  reformed  drunkard."  Went  back  to  the  practice  of 
law  at  Full  River  in  1844.  Did  not  remain  long,  hut 
again  returned  to  Freetown,  where  he  died  April  22, 
1865.  He  was  a  son  of  John  Hathaway,  of  Free- 
town, and  wife  Betsey  Winslow.'  ' 

The  senior  members  of  the  bar  of  this  county  have 
many  of  them  made  up  their  records;  those  still  lea 
are  soon  to  follow,  and  the  junior*  arc  to  assume  their 
places  at  the  bar  and  on  the  bench  ;  to  them  will  soon 
be  committed  these  great  responsible  trusts.  The 
l  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions  is  committed  to  the 
, guardianship  and  keeping  of  the  bar  and  judiciary 
of  our  free  country,  for  the  history  of  the  world 
teaches,  and  all  free  government*  illustrate,  thi*  truth, 
that  to  the  profession  of  the  law  civil  government  is 
indebted  for  all  the  safeguards  and  intrenchnients 
with  which  the  liberties  of  the  people  are  protected, 
that  legislation  is  shaped,  constitutions  enlarged, 
amended,  and  adopted  by  the  enlightened  administra- 
tion of  the  statesmen,  both  of  England  and  the  United 
States,  who  have  been  in  both,  and  ore  in  all  free  gov- 
ernment*, educated  for  the  bar,  and,  ascending  by  the 
inherent  force  of  their  disciplined  professional  life, 
they  become  the  directors  of  the  destinies  of  States 
and  nations. 

Military  chieftains  may  spring  into  power,  ty runts 
may  for  the  hour  dazzle  with  the  glamour  of  military 
parade,  the  pomp  of  war,  an  oppressed  and  frenzied 
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people,  but  they  turn  as  the  cnnnonade  dies  away  to 
the  statesmanship  of  the  country,  and  call  to  the  Par- 
liaments and  congressional  halls  for  final  debate  the 
arbitraments  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  From 
the  days  of  King  John  to  the  present  hour  the  bitr 
and  the  bench  have  furnished  the  statesmen  who  hare 
erected  the  bulwarks  of  constitutional  law,  and  ex- 
torted from  tyrants  the  Magna  Chartas  which  have 
secured  to  the  oppressed  the  guarantee  of  free  insti- 
tutions. Imbued  with  the  historical  traditions  of 
their  predecessors,  and  tracing  the  paths  they  have 
trod,  emulating  their  good  example,  it  should  become 
more  and  more  the  resolute  purpose  of  the  Bristol 
County  bar  to  so  walk  in  the  light  of  their  professional 
teachings  that  when  they  are  called  to  follow  them  to 
that  upper  court  and  file  their  judgment-roll  of  the 
great  trial  of  life  with  that  Supreme  Judge  from  whose 
bar  they  can  take  no  appeal,— 

"  Then  go  not  Ilk*  th*  qnarrj-*!*'*  »t  nl(hl 


n«  an  nnfaltartng  traul,  *|»pro»xh  Ihj 
•  on*  who  wrap*  to*  drapery  of  hi* 
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Medical  Society  was  formed 
in  1781,  with  power  to  elect  officers,  examine  and 
license  candidates,  hold  real  estate,  and  "continue  a 
body  politic  and  corporate  by  the  same  name  for- 
ever." 

The  society  is  intended  to  include  all  regular  phy- 
sicians practicing  medicine  in  the  commonwealth, 
and  admission  takes  place  according  to  the  following 
extract  from  Charter  82,  Massachusetts  I,aws,  1859: 

"  No  person  shall  hereafter  become  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  except  upon  ex- 
amination by  the  censors  of  said  society ;  and  any 
person  of  good  moral  character,  found  to  possess  the 
qualifications  prescribed  by  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  said  society,  shall  be  admitted  a  fellow  of  said 
society." 

The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  includes  seven- 
teen district  societies,  all  of  which  are  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  parent  society.  District  societies  consist 
of  the  fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
residing  within  such  districts  respectively  wherein 
the  communication  of  cases  and  experiments  may  be 
made,  and  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  in  medicine 
and  surgery  may  be  encouraged  and  promoted.  Dis- 


l  Th*  artkl**  on  the  Maaaachaaett*  Medical  Society  and  Ui*  Brlatol 
Korth  HMH  t  8oct*ly  wrr*  contrlbal*d  bj  MIm  D.  Preibrey,  M.t>.,  of 
Tsnalon.  and  th*  artlel*  on  Brlatol  Booth  Dlatftct  Bodoljr  by  Dr.  John 


trict  societies  "  may  appoint  their  own  officers,  and 
establish  regulations  for  their  particular  government 
not  repugnant  to  the  by-laws  of  the  general  society  ; 
and  shall  be  capable  to  purchase  and  receive  by  do- 
nation books,  philosophical  and  chirurgical  instru- 
ments, or  oilier  personal  property,  and  may  hold  and 
dispose  of  the  same,  exclusive  of  any  authority  of  the 
general  society." 

There  are  in  Bristol  County  two  such  district  soci- 
eties,—Bristol  North  District  Medical  Society  and 
Brlatol  South  District  Medical  Society. 

Bristol  North  District  Medical  Society  was  or- 
ganized June  20, 1849,  and  "  consists  of  all  the  fel- 
lows of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  residing  in 
the  city  of  Taunton,  and  in  the  towns  of  Seekouk, 
Attlebornagh,  Rehoboth,  Norton,  Mansfield,  Eastern, 
Raynham,  Berkley,  Freetown,  Somerset,  Dighton, 
Swansea,  and  none  other."  By  a  change  in  the  State 
line,  March  1,  1862,  almost  the  whole  of  Pawtucket 
and  a  portion  of  Seekonk,  since  known  as  East  Prov- 
idence, were  ceded  to  Rhode  Island.  Prior  to  that 
date  fellows  residing  therein  were  members  of  the 
Bristol  North  District  Medical  Society,  but  at  that 
time  they  lost  their  membership  in  the  District  So- 
ciety and  became  non-resident  fellows  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

The  first  meeting  for  the  organization  of  this  society 
was  held  at  East  Attleborough,  Jan.  20, 1849.  There 
were  present  at  this  meeting  Drs.  Benoni  Carpenter, 
of  Pawtucket ;  Scba  A.  Carpenter,  of  Attleborough  ; 
James  B.  Dean,  of  Taunton ;  Johnson  Oardner,  of 
Scokonk ;  Thaddeus  Phelps,  of  Attleborough ;  Menzies 
R.  Randall,  of  Rehoboth;  l'hineaa  Savery,  of  Attle- 
borough ;  Caleb  Swan,  of  North  Eaaton.  Dr.  M.  B. 
Randall  was  made  chairman,  and  Dr.  Benoni  Carpen- 
ter secretary.  A  committee  was  chosen,  consisting  of 
Drs.  Carpenter,  Gardner,  and  Phelps,  who  reported  a 
"  draft  for  by-laws,"  which  were  accepted  and  adopted 
in  the  usual  manner.  Thereupon  the  organization 
was  completed  by  the  choice  of  the  following  officers: 
President,  Seba  A.  Carpenter;  Vice-President,  Men- 
zies R.  Randall ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  William  F. 
Perry  (not  before  mentioned);  Librarians,  Phineas 
8avery,  James  B.  Dean. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  Bristol 
North  District  Medical  Society  from  1849  to  1883,' al- 
phabetically arranged : 


I*  I 


1SS2. 
1802. 

ISM. 

1STO 

I«7». 
ISM. 
18.17 


Alba,  Edwin  Maaon. 

Mm,  William  Omf». 
Aaninwall,  Tlmmaa  W. 
Batter,  Harry  Needier. 
Harnett,  Kllon  J  am  am. 
Hattaialiall,  J.aieph  Wird. 
Blending.  William. 
Ilmnenn,  John  Hither.' 
Drawn,  Henry  N. 
Drown,  John  Peealee. 


AUUboro'.afterwartl* 
Wllllamaport,  Pa. 


Seekonk 

Pig  bton. 
Tannlon 


■M 
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1871. 
IHll. 
1M9. 
IMS. 

l.M.  '. 

1M6. 
IMS. 

i8aa. 

1HU6 

1866. 
1M4. 


1873. 
ISM. 
1M0. 


1M3. 


iswl 

IMS. 
IBM. 
1*M. 


isao. 

1M1. 
187*. 
1854. 


1832. 

1843. 
1810. 
18*1. 
1802. 
MM. 
1877. 

iasi. 
i*5i>. 

18M. 


toltaid,  Herbert  Collar. 
Burden.  Frederick  Lyeander. 
Uurge.  William  B. 

 Winer,  Banoul. 

Carpenter,  Mareiu  8. 

■  i(  r  |  n .  [  i' ' ,  Sal*  A. 

CWt,  Johu  Dowera. 
Cln(.p,  H)  Wanua. 
C«bb,  John  Kdward. 
Cogswell,  George  Badger. 
Dean,  Jetue*  Hrlntou. 
D.»nr ^Aeahel 

Fob™,  Joeeph  Basse  II. 

F.eter.  Jmum  Woleelt. 
Gage,  William  1 

caiiigao,  r 

Gardner,  Johneoo. 

Garoul.l,  Joseph  Bowdllcb 
i -i  K .  William  W. 
i.o,  Wlllnuu. 
Golden,  Mb  heel  Llmrlee. 
Guehee,  Jul)  ii  littlut «  »y. 
H«kh.  Joseph  H. 
11  .i  I  ii.. 1 1  SI  la*  Alhertuu. 
Howard,  George  C. 
How*,  Charles. 
Hubbard,  Cliarlee  Th.eher. 
Iluhhard.  Hanry  Baboock. 
UulChlueou,  Mure  til  j. 

F. 


Kuapp,  K|.hr»lm 

Lerkln,  SlUeS. 
I.*viter<l,  George. 
M*cklo,  Gaum. 
Mmil.y,  Edwin. 
M  tCorm  It  k ,  Kd  ward  George. 
Muura,  Frrd.rkk  C. 
Morton.  Lloyd. 
Murphy,  Joseph. 
Newman,  Albert. 


mi.  I  Nicholas,  Joaaph  Dean. 
It-'-  I  Nkbolaa,Thooiee  Gilbert. 
18M.  !  !'*!(«,  Nomue. 
186*.  |  l**oo,  Dm  Buaworth. 

I 

1867.   Payna,  Ameea  Klllol. 


1836. 
1863. 

1H41. 

186S. 
1862. 

1862. 
1H32. 
1863. 
1872. 
1876. 


1MJ 

1MI. 

1866. 

1833. 

1836. 

18S2. 

1876, 

1880. 

1866. 

1M6. 

l.v.il 

1881. 

1834. 

1876. 


Parry,  William  Frederick. 
Phelps,  Klkba. 
Phelps,  Tliaddeue. 
l'reahrey.  Sitae  Dean. 
Randall,  Dental  F. 

Randall,  George  llanry. 
Itend.ll,  M'nilaa  K«)ii*r. 
Raueutu,  Nathaniel  Morton. 
Richmond  George  Her  stow 
Robinson,  Walter  Scolt. 
Byau,  Jeuea  C. 

Sampson,  Ira, 
Sa.ery,  Pblueae. 
Sprvat,  Henry  Hamilton. 
Swan,  Celeb. 
Talbot,  Cliarlee. 
Thompson,  Charles  K. 
Tlldan,  rrauk  Klmer 
Token, John  Kduiund. 
Til  mar,  Obed  O. 
Wellington,  Jamre  Lloyd. 
Whitney,  Jain**  Orne. 
Wiloiarlh,  Alfrad  Warren. 
Wood,  Alfred. 
Yale,  Joeepli  Cummlnga. 


Raeldence. 

Wad. 

•  S 

3  ^ 

o  C 

Nortb  Attleboraagb. 

•MgMM 

North  Altleboruugh. 

 ,  



Taunton. 

■M8HM 

Pawtncket,  B.  I. 

1877. 

a.  ... 

Maiienetd, 

Alllabo  rough. 

,„„„ 

....  „ 

Tauuton. 

1881. 

MMSM 

Puwlucket,  B.  I. 

167-. 

Tautiloi*. 

IS—. 

Km! 

Korlb  Eaalon. 

Taunton. 

TauiiUiu. 

-I-TTTI 

Taunton,  afterward* 

Mlddleburuugh. 

I87t. 

T. union,  aftarwarda 

Itridgawalrr. 

North  Atlltborough. 

■MM 

«.». 

Taunton. 

....... 

...,,«. 

Tauntou. 

MMM 

mamm 

Seekoiik,  after*  arda 

IWideace,  1L  I. 

Nortb  Allkborvugb. 

n-,TgT 

Tmmlon. 

....... 

Tauntou. 

1862. 

J(txl,r 

Taunton. 

»•*•*•• 

Rayuhaui, 

it—, 

Altleboruugh. 

Taunton. 

1862. 

1  Atllebnruugll. 

Tauntou. 

Tauulon. 

1HT7 

Tut.  U  11  tOtfl 

itno, 

Taunton. 

Renobotb. 

MM! 

Tauntou  and  Oreen- 

.ilia,  B.  I. 



A  [  llf  WllHI|tll . 

1  kTk! 

Attkboroogh. 

»•-•►•• 

Taunton. 

1806. 

AtlleUorough. 



I  Tauuton. 

1874. 

Taunton. 

1856. 

Taunton. 

1877. 

Pawtncket,  K.  1. 

Tauuton. 

Tauuton,  afterwardi 
Kaoeae. 

Taunton. 

im 

Froelown. 

1883. 

....... 

Tauulon. 

....... 

....... 

Aaal   laulitoo,  ailQ- 

dkW.ruugh. 
Tauulon,  afterwarda 

Brockton. 

1812. 

ManaSrld. 

1873. 

Nortb  Atllaburough. 

„„„ 

North  Attleburough. 

i'sTw! 

Taunton. 

Bahobuth,  aftarwarda 

GhatlvrflrM,  N.  H. 

N..HI,  BaboUith. 

N-r  Hi  Kaholiolh. 

Tauulon. 

DlgbtoM. 

Taunton. 

MfMSMJ 

Taun^on,^  aftarwarda 

187-. 

186T. 

Tauuton. 

1871. 

Altlelurougli. 

1863. 

Frwiown. 

Kaalon. 

ins! 

IllgblOB. 

l»Ht>. 

Altlobo  rough. 

Nortli  Kaatiio. 

Altkuiiruugh. 

AUlaburough. 

Wl' 

Swalkvoa. 

l'awtuckat,  R.  I. 

Taunton. 

Tauntou. 

187»! 

Jun.  20,  lMt.-Prrstdaot,  SaU  A.  Oarpantar;  TiM-PraaWont,  M.  B, 

Bandall;  SacraUry  and  Traaaurar,  William  F.  Parry;  Ubrarlana, 

fbluaaa  8«Tary,  Jama*  U.  Daan. 
March  20,  I860.—  Praaldant,  Johnaon  Oardnar;  Vtoa-Praaldent,  Joaaph 

U.  Hatch;  Sreratary  and  Trraaurar,  Tliaddaui  Phalpa;  Ubrarlana, 

Phlnaaa  Barary,  J  una*  B.  Daan. 
March  18,  1661—  Praaldant,  Johnaon  Oardnar;  Vic  a- Praaldant.  Joaaph 


Phlnaaa  Salary,  Jama*  B.  Daan;  OnuucUura,  Banoul  Oarprala 
Johaaoa  Qarduar,  Cluiriaa  Bowa;  Omavra,  CaJab  Swan,  M.  1 
Bandall,  Phlnaaa  Saaary. 
March  10,  1862 —Praaldant,  Calati  8wan;  VIoa-PraaMant,  Joaaph  II. 

bampaun.  Cuarlaa  llowa;  Caiwora,  Phlnaaa  Sarary,  II  R  Bandall. 


fcrary.  II  B.  Buulall, 

March  ».  IS63.-Pr**ldant,  M  R  lUndall;  Vk.Praahkut.Ir* ISSSJSM ; 
Socratary  and  Traaaurar,  Wlllkau  MrkUaon ;  Librarian!.  Jatara  B. 
Daau,  Pblnaaa  Salary  ,  Councilor*.  Ranonl  Cnrpaular,  J.  D.  Kkhi.ta, 
Danlal  King;  Uanaor*.  Tluuldaua  I'lialpa.  Charka  llowr,  J.  B.  tkan. 
March  8,  18M.— Praaiilaut,  Ira  Sam pann ;  Vlcw-Prtakkml,  TkaJdaua 
Phalpa;  Sacralary  and  Trraaurar,  Wlllbtw  lMckluaun;  IJnraiukiia. 

Italpa,  Jama*  B.  Urali ;  Councilor*,  I:-          Kln(,  Banoal 

ir,  Joaaph  D  Nkbola;  Canaora,  Tliaddaua  Pbelpa,  Charla. 
aniaa  B.  Daan. 

.,  .ail.— I'rraldant,  Ir*  Saaipaon;  VIca-PraaMaul,  Tlxddau* 

I'lmlpa;  Sacralary  and  Tranaarar,  Klhdia  rii.      :  l.il  •.  J.  B. 

D*au,  Albert  Newwau ;  Councilor*.  Danlal  King.  UVnuil  0*r|n>ular. 
J.  V.  Nlchol* ;  Canaora,  Thadil.ua  Phalpa, Chail.-a  llowa,  Tliwaaa  G. 
Nkhol*. 
March  12, 


Kll.il.  I 
Oarpenti 
llowa,  J 
March  14.  It! 


Jatuia  II.  lh-.il.  AiUrt  Nawinan;  CoUMllora,  J  II.  I 

,;  T1.o,..MG 

Nkt.uK  Llyyd  Morion,  John 
March  II,  1867— Pireidant,  Thaddaaa  Pbal|ia;  Vlca  Praalileut,  I 

Carpauler;  SacraUry  and  Traaaarar,  Charlaa  lloua;  Cutniunwiuu.r 
on  Trial*,  Danlal  King  ;  Librarian*,  Jaaw*  B.  Unw,  Johu  U.  Bron- 
aoa;  Ouancilora,  Dauonl  Qarpealer,  Danlal  King.  Joarph  It.  Nkhola; 
Cauaora,  ThDuiaa  G.  Nkhola,  Jolinaou  Gardner.  Lloyd  Morton 
March  10, 1868.— Preaidaut,  Banoal  Caruenler;  Vie*  I'rrahkiil.  UuuieJ 
King;  Si'cretary  and  Treaaurer,  Charlaa  Hoe.;  t^oMuikaUniar  on 
Trial*,  Denial  King;  Librarian*.  Juhn  B  Cbaoa,  J.dm  B  Brouaon ; 
Ounncikira,  DauM  Klug,  J.  D.  Nkhol*,  Johuann  Gardnrr ;  I'.aaxi, 
J.  0.  Nkhol*,  Johnaon  Oardnar,  Charlaa  llowa. 
March  »,  HUB— Prealdalil,  Bauoui  Carpantar;  Vine-Praaidalil,  Dauial 
King;  Sacralary  and  Traaaarar,  Oiarlea  llowa;  CutnmlenVner  on 
Trial*.  Denial  King;  Lihrarlana.  J.  B.  Cliace.  Tha.l.ku.  Pbelpa; 
Councilor*,  Ira  onmpaon,  1 
eon,  Johnaon  Oeiduar,  T.  C 
H. 
S 


Cliailra  Talbvl;  Canton,  Juhnauu  Oardnar,  Joar|di  Murphy,  J.  D. 


March  13,  ISfll.-Pre4d.nt,  Charlaa  llowa;  VkePre.hi.nt,  J.  ».  Ilnm- 
aan ;  Becreuu-y  and  Treaaurer,  J  u.  Chace;  Cuaualaaioiwr  o«  Triala, 
Thaiid.ua  Pbel|ie;  Llbierian,  Theddooa  Pholpa;  Oouurilora,  John- 
■on  Oardnar,  Thaddeei  Plialpa,  Joavpl,  Murjdiy,  IWnoui  Carpaular; 
Cenanra,  J.  B.  Obaca,  II.  B.  Ilabuard,  J.  It  Broaaon. 

March  12, 18S2.— Proeideut,  Johu  B.  Bronaon;  Vior-Preafdeut,  Juaeph 
Murphy;  Srcratury  and  Treaaurer,  J.  B-  Chac*. ;  Ooieiulwloner  on 
Tilala,  J.  Pbal|M;  Librarian,  Ira  Sampson ;  Councilors,  BVuonl  Car- 
penter, Charlaa  Howe,  Ira  aenipeoli.  Theddcue  Pbelpa  ;  Canai>rs,  J. 
B.  Ctuce,  II.  B.  Iluhhard,  J.  B.  Bronaon. 

March  11,  18U— President.  John  R.  Brouaon;  Vlce-Praaklaut,  Joaaph 
Murphy;  Secretary  and  Treaaurer,  J.  B.  dura;  Coumlealouar  on 
Trials,  J.  Phol|i*;  Librarian,  Ira  Sampson;  Councilor*,  II.  B.  Hub- 
bard, Charle.  Howe,  William  0.  AUaa;  Canaora,  IL  B  Hubbard,  J 
B.  Close*,  J.  B.  Brouaon. 

March  9, 18M. — President,  Joaaph  Murphy;  Vlca-Prealdant,  II.  B.  Hub- 
bard ;  Secretary  and  Treaaurer.  Noma*  Paige;  Ubrartan,  Ira  Sanip- 
aon;  Ouundlora,  Ttuvdden*  Phalpa,  J.  K.  Bronaon,  William  O.  Alien, 
Charlaa  How.;  Canaora,  J.  B.  Chaos,  II.  B.  Hubbard,  J.  R  H  .  -i »  

March  8, 1846.— Presld.iit,  Joseph  >1  ,  .  Vicw-PraakUut,  Henry  B. 

Hubbard;  Secretary  and  Treaaurer,  Noma*  Pnlg*;  Cuumissloner 
on  Trtala,  J.  K.  Broiieoii;  Librarian,  Ira  Sam|i*ou;  Councilors,  J. 
R,  Bronaon,  Tbeddeus  Phal|e),  William  0.  Allen;  Censor*.  II.  B. 
Iluhhard,  J.  B.  Brouaon,  J.  B.  (3i.ee. 

March  14.  loliO.—  Pro.bl.nl,  llanry  II.  Iluhhard;  Vlca-I'reakhmt,  J.  B. 
Chaaa;  Secretary  and  Trraaurar,  Nomua  1'iilgo;  CocuuiUaiortar  on 
Triala,  W.  0.  Allan;  Librarian,  Ira  Sam  peon;  Councilor*,  Thad- 
dens  Plialpa;  William  O.  Allen,  J.  D.  r\>b—,Ob*d.  C.  Taroar;  Cea- 
ei.ra,  J.  B.  Bronaon,  Joeeph  Murphy,  S.  D.  J 
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March  IS,  1887. — Prealdenl,  Jnerph  B.  Fobea;  Vi-M'r-.ft.r.-r,,  D. 
Preetirey  j  ?-r rrr «r t  and  Treasurer,  Noniu  Pelfe :  GotnmMoner 
on  T:i  ,1.,  J.  R.  i h. „,*..»  ;  Ubrarlan.  Ira  Sompaun;  Conncilora, 
William  (1.  Allen,  ThnrMena  Phelpa,  Charlea  lluwe.  J.  B.  r.ibea; 
On*  i  -,  I,  « .  |  .1,  Mnrphy,  8.  P.  Preabrey,  George  Q  Howard. 

March  II.  ISSS.-Preaidenl.  Wllll.m  0.  Allen;  Vlce-Prrirld.nt,  8.  D. 
J*r*«JifPjr  |  Swr  *tnr,v  »'n1  Tr*"»mirrr,  N' Mil  us  Pnic*;  (.Vininil<>i<>nrr  on 
Trlale.  Cliarlea  Rmj  Librarian,  Kdwlu  Manl.y ;  Councilor.,  J.  R. 
n™»»,  II.  B.  I!  nbhard,  J.»eph  Mnrphey.  8.  D.  Preabrey ;  feneora, 
Thaddeue  Phelpa,  J,  B.  Cheer,  O.  C.  Tnraar. 

March  10, 18M.-Pre.ldmt,  ftllu  D.  Prrel-rey;  Vlra-Preeldant,  Obed.  0. 
Turner  ;  Secretary  and  Treaaurer,  Cliarlea  T.  Iluhbanl  j  Cbmmla- 
aloner  on  Trlala,  N  Paige;  Ulirarlan,  John  K.  Oobli;  Cunnellore, 

I.  R.  Bronaon ,  II.  n  Ilnhhard,  Oliarlee  Howe,  Joaeph  Murphy  ;  Can- 
ion,  Thaddena  111  el  pa,  J.  B.  Chace.  Wllllagi  0.  Allen. 

March  (,  1*70—  Prreedenl.  Sllaa  P.  Preabrey ;  VIee-Prealdent,  Nntnua 
Paige ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  XI tori  J.  Baaaatl ;  Cbntmlaatoner  on 
Tn»l».  J.  R  Bronana;  Coancllora,  Nontna  Paige,  Jcae-ph  Murphy, 
Amna  B.  Paun,  Henry  II.  Sproat;  Canaora,  J.  B.  Chare,  Thaddeu. 
Hi  el  pa,  Charlea  Howe. 

March  8,  I871.-Preeldent,  Nomna  C,.lBa,  Vlca-Praald.nt,  Obed.  r 
Tnrnar;  Secretary  and  Traaaarer,  R.  J.  Baaeell;  Commlaelooer  on 
Trial.,  A.  B  Paun;  Librarian.  H.  H.  Sproat;  Councilor.,  H  D. 
Preebrey,  Charlea  Howe,  J.  R.  Branaon,  Joaeph  Murphy;  Caaaora, 
W.  W,  Godillng,  H*n<>ii,  Otrp*itt*9rt  9.  D,  Ff**bfFjT . 

March  13,  lrrt-Prealdenl,  William  W.  Godding;  Vlce-Prertd.nl,  T.  h. 

TrUla.C1.arle.  Howe;  Uhrarian.' II.  II.  Sprout-  Councilor.,  J.  R. 
Bronaon,  Jiaiepfa  v  ',»,  Barton  I  Carpenter.  8,  D.  Preebray;  Caa- 
aora, Joaeph  Murphy,  William  G.  Allan,  J.  D.  Chace. 

March  12, 1871.— Prealdanl,  Banonl  Carpenter ;  Vtee-Prealdent,  Charlea 
Hope;  Secretary  awl  Treaaurer.  R  J.  Baarett;  CwnmUalnner  on 
Trial.,  W.  W.  Godding;  Uhrarian,  J.  B.  Chace;  Onncllnr.,  J.  R. 
Bronaon,  Joaeph  Marphy.8.  P.  Pieabrey,  Nomua  Palgu;  Cannon, 
Joerph  Murphy,  8.  D.  Preabrey,  A.  B.  Paan. 

March  12,  1874. — rrreldent,  Benonl  Orpenter;  Vlna-rreeldent,  Charlea 
Hoere;  Secretary  and  Trenenrer,  K.  J.  Daaaatt ;  CommMoner  on 
Trie  la,  W.  \V.  Oo.lutng;  Librarian,  A.  B.  Paan;  Cmindlara,  J.  R. 
Bronenn,  Joaeph  Murphy, 8.  P.  Preabrey,  A. 8.  Dean ;  Canaora,  Joaeph 
Murphy.  8.  P.  Preabrey,  George  1.  Rllla. 

April  M,  187A.-Preeid.nl,  Charlea  Howe;  Vtee-Prealdent,  R.  J.  Baaaatl; 
Secretary  and  Treaaurer,  A.  8,  Peane ;  Cbmmletlener  <m  Trial.,  II. 
C.  Ballard;  Ubrarlan,  H.  II.  Sproat;  Cnnncllnra,  J.  R.  Bronann, 
8.  P.  Prrel»rey,  Nomina  Pnlge,  Joaeph  Hnrphy ;  Onaora,  W.  W.  God- 
ding, 0.  I..  Kill*.  H.  M.  Rnnenm.8.  P.  Preabrey,  Joaeph  Mnrphy. 

April  W>,  187ft —Preelilenr,  W.  W,  Godding;  VI  e-Preeblent,  Noma. 
»•"••»;  Secretary  and  Trewaairer,  A.  8.  Bean.;  Cnmmlaaloner  on 
Trlala,  J.  R  Bmnaun;  Uhrarian,  A.  8.  Deane;  Cuuncllora,  J.  R. 
Bronann,  Chariea  Howe,  Joaeph  Mur|ihy,  8.  P.  Preabrey  :  Canaora, 

II.  C.  Ballard,  0. 1..  Rllla,  R,  J.  Reeeett,  W.  0.  Allen,  8.  D.  Prea- 
brey. 

April  18,  1877.— Proaldent,  W.  W.  Godding;  Vlco-Praalileirt,  Nomua 
Paige;  Secretary,  W  8.  Rotdnaon  ;  Treaaurer,  Charlea  lion;  Com- 
mhntoner  on  Trial",  J.  R.  Bronaon;  Librarian,  A.  8.  Peane;  Conn- 
cllora,  J.  R.  Bnmaim,  Cliarlea  Howe,  Joaeph  Marphey,  8.  P.  Prea- 
brey ;  Cenaore,  II.  C.  Bnllard,G.  f.  Kiln,  K  J.  Baaaelt,  W.  U.  Allen, 
8.  P.  Preabrey. 

April  18, 1*7*  "Prreldeat,  Komna  Pal(e ;  Vlca-Prealdanl,  II.  C,  Billiard ; 
Secretary,  W  8.  Rrddnaon ;  Treaaurer, Charlea  liner  ;  Cuennilaalrjner 
on  TrtaW,  J.  11.  Bronaon;  Ubrarlan,  N.  M.  Ranaoro;  Conncilora, 
J.  It  Bronann,  Cliarlea  Howe,  Joaeph  Mnrphay,  8.  P.  Preabrey ; 
Onaora.  8.  p.  Preefarry,  II.  C  Bnllarrl,  0.  L.  Cilia,  !«.  M.  lUnaora, 
K  J  Bruawtl. 

April  17.  Iiao.-Pr.aa'dei.l,  II.C.  BnlUrd;  Vlce-PreaWent,  K.  M.  Ran- 
MM |  Sectetarj,  W  S.  Ri.Un*in  ;  Treaaurer,  Cliarlea  Howe;  Onm- 
ralaalnmr  on  Trtab,  J.  Mnrphy;  Liltanrlnn,  Charlea  llowa;  Oonn- 
cllora,  J.  It  ttnmaon,  K.  l,aJt^^  8.  P.  Preabrey;  Onaora,  R.  J. 
Baaaatl,  Charlre  Ib.we.  8.  P.  Preabrey,  N.  Palfa.  J.  P.  Brown. 

April  1ft,  iaan._Prealdeiit,  II  C.  Billiard;  Vlee-Prealdeal,  V.  M  Ran- 
aom ;  Serrelary,  W,  8.  Rol>lna«n  :  Treaaurer,  Cliarlea  Hone;  Com. 
mtaeioner  on  Trlala,  R.  Palsei  Ubrarlan,  I  liar  lea  Howe;  Onnnrll- 
ora,  J.  K  Rroaann,  8  p.  I*realirey,  Joaeph  Murvhy ;  Canaora,  LJ. 
Baaaatl,  8.  P.  Prearlire.l,  N  Paine,  Charli-e  Howe,  J.  P.  Brown. 

April  tl.  1881.— Preaiilant,  V.  M.  Raoaom  ;  Vlce-PriH.ld.nt.  J.  P.  Brown ; 
Secretary,  Ger>rwe  It  Kkhmond ;  Treaaurer,  Charlea  Howe;  C"tn- 
ailaaloner  on  Trlala,  N  Palae;  Ubrarlan, Cliarlea  Howe  ;  Coniiclbria, 
J.  R.  Bronaon,  8.  P.  IVrabrry,  Juerph  Murphy;  Onaora,  Cliarla. 
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Howe,  R  J.  Baawlt,  A.  W,  Wlltnarth,  W.  8.  RotdtwoB,  J.  X. 
Tultea. 

April  20,  |K82._PraaldMil,  N.  M.  Rananm;  Vka-PreahHnt,  J  P.  Brown; 
Secretary,  K.  P.  Galilean;  Treaanrer,  Charlea  Howe;  CommlaaVornr 
on  Trial*,  \  l-alge;  Librarian,  J.  B.  Oerould ;  Oonncllori,  Joaaph 
Mnrphy,  8.  P.  Preabrey,  J.  R.  Tottan,  K.  Pahj.;  Canaora,  Chariaa 
Howa.W.8,  RoUuoo, I.  J.  Baaaelt, J.  K  Tottan,  A.  W.  Wllmarth. 

According  to  Article  V.  of  the  by-laws,  adopted 
June  20,  1840,  the  meetings  of  the  society  were  quar- 
terly, nnd  holden  on  the  third  Wediiesdkys  of  June, 
September,  December,  and  March,  the  last  being  the 
annuai  meeting,  at  which  meeting  all  officers  were 
elected.  Article  IV.  provides  that  "  the  society  shall 
hold  its  meetings  alternately  at  K&st  Attleborough  und 
Taunton."  But  this  article  was  amended  Sept.  13, 
1864,  so  as  to  read,  "This  society  shall  hold  its  meet- 
ings at  such  places  as  by  vote  it  shall  determine." 
Sept.  9, 1854,  both  these  articles  were  again  amended, 
so  that  there  should  be  but  two  reguUr  meetings  a 
year,  the  annual  in  March,  and  the  semi-annual  in 
September.  The  last  meeting  held  in  Attleborough  was 
on  8ept.  10,  1873.  Since  that  time  all  the  meetings 
have  been  held  in  Taunton.  At  a  meeting,  Sept.  16, 
187G,  a  new  code  of  by-laws  was  reported  by  a  special 
committee  which  bad  been  appointed  to  suggest  the 
alterations  of  the  by-laws  necessary  to  make  them 
conform  to  those  of  the  parent  society.  According  to 
Article  VII.  of  that  code,  which  is  now  in  force, 
"The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  shall  be  held 
between  the  15th  of  April  nnd  the  15th  of  May,  and,  if 
not  otherwise  ordered,  it  shall  be  on  the  third  Thurs- 
day of  April.  If  in  any  year  this  day  should  be  less 
than  ten  days  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Bute 
society,  this  society  shall  fix  another  day  by  vote,  or, 
if  it  neglects  to  do  so,  a  day  shall  be  specified  by  the 
president.  A  stated  meeting  of  the  society  shall  like- 
wise be  held  on  the  third  Thursday  in  September. 
The  secretary  shall  call  a  special  meeting  on  the  writ- 
ten application  of  five  members. 

"  Meetings  for  scientific  improvement  may  be  held 
at  such  times  and  places  as  shall  be  determined  by 
the  society. 

"All  meetings  shall  be  held  in  Taunton,  unless  other- 
wise ordered  by  vote  at  a  previous  stated  meeting." 

A  careful  perusal  of  the  records  will  convince  one 
that  in  the  main  the  members  have  attended  faith- 
fully to  their  duly  in  "  communicating  any  instructive 
cases  which  may  have  occurred  in  their  practice,  any 
useful  discovery  which  msy  have  been  made  in  medi- 
cine or  surgery  or  the  sllied  sciences,  and  any  invention 
which  may  have  practical  application  in  the  same." 
As  touching  upon  this  point,  it  is  quite  interesting  to 
read  the  accounts  of  the  first  tentative  applications  of 
the  fever  thermometer,  which  has  since  become  the 
constant  companion  and  trustworthy  assistant  of  the 
practitioner.  We  read  also  with  interest  the  records 
of  the  first  use  of  the  hypodermic  syringe,  as  reported 
by  a  gentleitinn  who  was  a  pioneer  in  this  vicinity  in 
j  iu  application  to  relieve  suffering.  The  record  de- 
I  scribes  the  interest  of  the  members  in  the  instrument, 
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I  goes  on  to  cpeak  of  the  many  questions  that  were 
L  and  answered  regarding  the  method  and  reaulu 
of  iU  employment.  Numberless  instructive  cases 
have  been  reported,  which  hare  stimulated  im- 
portant discussions.  At  nearly  every  meeting  an 
essav  has  been  read  upon  some  subject  of  interest  to 
the 'members  and  importance  to  the  community 

Following  are  the  names  of  active 
ary,  1883 : 


All. n,  William  OwTf*-  Maaaftald. 

Bakar,  Harry  Baaohar  —  DtgbtoB. 

Uaavlt,  Etloa  Juw  ...Taunton.....  .fcw. 

Raturahall,  Jo*.ph  Ward  Alllaboroaah. 

BroOBon.;ohnlUcbardauri....ArU*boroogh. 

Browa.John  I'm*—   Tsaatas.  ~Ylo»-rn-l<l*rit. 

Dullard,  ILrUrt  Cullar  Altlaburongh. 

BurvJ.t..  rrwt.rlck  LrMndar  Alll.borough. 
Copw.ll.  Qtari  ' 
Dm..,  A»h.)  I 
TiMlw,  J*mm  \. 

Qu>,  William  llatbom*  Taunton. 

Oalllgan,  Edw.nl  fraud*. — Taunton  ; 

G.rooUJ,  Jo**ph  Bowditch  N.  Altl.borougb...  I 

Ooldau,  Mlcha.l  CUbiIm.  .Taautoo. 

How.,  Ohari<a...„_  .......T.uBlon., 

Hutchlnaon,  M.rcllu  _..Taunlon. 

Mack  I.,  Gwrp  _  „..AUh*or»ogb. 

Murphy,  Joaepb...   Taontoo  ..........  Councilor. 

ralgc,  Norou*-  mmm,  Taoalon . 


trial* 


FrMbr.y,  Sila.  Dm  a  ...TaontoB  

Randall,  il.org.  H.»ry  —.North  Robobotli. 

Uanaom,  Nalhaol.l  Mortuu.-.Tan.nlon... 
Richmond,  Gaorga  Baiaton.  Dlgbton. 

Robluaou,  Walt»r  Scott-  Taunton  _ 

Sproat.ll.nry  H.mlllo*  rrwatowu. 

Ttldau.rraok  aioi.r  ~-North  Kaaloa. 

Tott.o,  John  Kdatantf..... 

W.lll„«t.,o.  J*iom  Lloyd  

Wllmartli.  Alfred  WarraB_...TaunloB. 
Wood,  Alfred  „„  ..Taualon. 

Bristol  South  District  Medical  Society.— At  a 

meeting  of  the  councilors  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  held  at  Boston  April  8,  1839,  the 
charter  of  the  society  was  granted,  as  appears  by  the 
following  extract  from  the  records : 

« To  Alixasdkb  Bub,  Aubiiw  Macau,  Paul  grooKia.  Samuel 
Sawua,  Jrur*  A.  Marasw,  Wiiuam  C.  WaitaiMi,  fallow,  of 
Mid  ascMjr,  f  ratting  :  Your  application,  Biad.  la  dm  form,  rr.que.tluj 
that  a  dbftrtcl  or  aubordlnau  mwJIcal  *ucl*ty,  rtaldlag  ta  tb«  following 
town*  in  Ui.  county  of  Briatol,  Tit,;  N*»  Bedford,  Fall  Bl.ar,  Taunton, 
VrMtowa,  Palrhar.n,  Dartmouth,  Bad  WMtpurt;  In  tha  county  uf 
Plymouth,  Mlddl. borough,  Ilocbtatar,  and  Waroham ;  la  Dak.'. 
County,  Cbllniark,  Tlabury,  and  Kdfmrtown ;  and  NantaeSat  wa*  duly 
coaaldarad  ai  a  niMIIng  or  Ui.  councilor,  bald  at  Button  an  Ika  3d 
day  of  April,  a.b.  ISM,  and  It  wa*  rotad  that  yo.ir  rtauatl*  ahuuld  U 
gran tad. 

I  ««ow»,  That  pursuant  ta  aa  act  of  Iba  Uglala- 
tltlad  "  A  n  A  ct  to  I  ncorporala  eartaln  p*r*o».  by  lb.  B*BI*  of  th. 


low*  of  th.  MaaacliuaatU  Mad  leal  ooci.ty 
Until*  afar*** Id,  for  tha  porno**  of  *l*cllnf  ol 
other  baalnaa*  a*  thay  thall  daan  axpadiant. 

"  la  tsbtihomt  w  ii  i»  tor,  tba  prattdaot,  puraoant  ta  lb*  aforaaald  rat* 
of  tha  councilor*,  baa  b«r*anto  aubtcrlbad  hi*  nam*  aad  afllxod  tb* 
aaal  of  tb*  oorporatioa  at  Dottoa  Ibta  lath  day  of  April,  a.b.  Ilia. 

"  Gaoaot  U.  BHATTt'Ci,  Pntiitmt. 

«  Attatt  i  S  D.  Tow»*»»,  ffaoardtaa  oVrraterw." 


Since  the  grants  of  the  foregoing  charter  the 
society's  name  has  been  changed  to  the  Bristol  South 
District  Society,  and  consists  of  all  fellows  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  retiding  within  the 
following  cities  and  towns,  via. :  New  Bedford,  Fall 


River,  Westford,  Dartmouth,  Fairhaven.  Middle- 
borough,  Rocheater,  Mattapoisett,  Warehain,  Nan- 
tucket, Edgartown,  Tisbury,  and  Chilmark. 

The  records  of  the  society  having  been  unfortu- 
nately lost,  it  Is  impossible  to  give  a  list  of  the  origi- 
nal members  or  of  the  officers  of  the  society,  but  be- 
low is  a  list  of  all  who  have  been  members  of  the 
society  from  iU  organisation  in  1889  to  the  preseut 
time,  March,  1883:' 


ISM. 

isrr. 

1838. 

I  £17. 
1MB. 

lasa. 

1*01 


18c7. 
IMA 
laau. 
1SS1. 
ISM. 
1846. 
1821. 
IKA. 
1847. 
1*40. 
ISftO, 

lsou. 

1 867 

1847. 
1838. 
1*41. 
1847. 


lam 

1848 

issi. 

IBM. 

law. 
ism. 

1841. 
1838. 
ISM. 
HUB. 
1848. 
I860. 
1*37. 
1*60. 
ISO*. 
I  »ft3 
HfJU. 
1(71. 
1S«*. 
1*41. 
1877. 
lae7. 

I  Mi. 
IICI!>. 
1838. 
ISSI. 
187*. 
ISSI. 
ISM. 

mi. 

ISM. 


Abba,  Edward  P. 
JAbba,  Uurr  R 

Abbott,  John  II. 
•Arthur,  Jaauu  II. 

Alwuod,  Ororu*. 
tllarU.lt,  fraud*  V. 

•UarllFtl.  I.yiuan. 

tmm,  William  M. 
•Brack.lt,  W.  T.  8. 

U^wan.  t^barj  W. 

Dollar,  Wiutbrup. 
•CUrk,  Jobaaon. 

OIIBunl,  Arthur. 

UU.guon,  W.  J.  B. 
•Colby,  bMlj..b. 
•i  ..i.i.i,,.  k.  Wlllbtni  W. 
f*0urnkih,  Aarua. 

Coi  ul.ii,  Aaron. 

CVjralah,  Thacalor*  0. 
•Crary,  WillUai  II.  II. 

IdMT.lanil,  Daul.l. 
Oulllna,  William  D. 
CUrk,  J.  Ulna. 
Da.U,  BubartT. 

t'Dugurll,  P.r.l  K 

DwrTl.r,  J.ronw. 
Draka,  K<H.n.t.r  W. 
JKJdy,  William. 

■My,  o~rg.  a. 

t'Kaaitng.  Kli.ba  P. 
•rolwn,  U.I. 

yaaring,  Btujamla. 
t.OlaiUr  Amory. 

Oordon,  William  A. 

Gun. 

•Own,  Kdward  W. 
{Hardy,  BaiOamln  t. 
llluk.ll,  Joanna. 

lloliaM,  Al.xaiidar  R. 
•Ilnop*r,  Fuat.r. 
Ilooftr.  rrwUrtck  H. 
How.,  Woodbridg.  11. 
Illubbard,  U»l 
H..U.y,JauiM  W. 
Hough.  uWg  T 
(llayM,  i.  hut  In*. 
Hiiy«,  Sli'pliaB  W. 
Handy,  Uoujaniiii  J. 
•Janulaga,  John  H. 
{JtiBM,  AbuiaoB  8. 
J.ckaoa,  Julia  U. 
.Jobuaun,  llaury. 
Klug,  Oworgr. 
Kiaa,  Juba  B. 
ttUdd,  Aarl  P. 

Uarikod,  Kben.avr  T. 
t*Ulau<l.  t'hliiM*  W. 
Uonard,  MIHob  H. 
•Lucaa,  Ivory  II. 
I«.ch.  William. 
t'Mackla,  Andrew. 
Mai'kK  John  II. 
•Mal'kl*.  IVUr. 
t«M**>»i.  William  U. 
•May hew,  Jullu.  S. 
Mlll'l,  Aaa 
McUralh,  Kug.na  J. 
•Marrlaal,  *VI1<  V. 
IX. bun,  Ablal  W. 
JSuyra,  C«irr»  II. 
•Oakra,  T  I'Telckar. 
0'tiu<in*ll,  John  D. 
f'lVrk li.i.  John. 
I'ierc,  Jolin 
I'b  rc*,  A .  Martin. 
I'riwmll,  Clmrlr*  U. 
Pami,  Abmw  H 


H.t'd.  iMfll 


N.w  Bodrord. 
Hartford,  Con  u.     I  II 
fall  Kiwi  |  ...... 

Wrautbam.  |  1834. 

Valrhavaa,  t   

Soalb  Dartaioatb.  |  1SS6. 
N.w  Bwdwrd. 
Monuuatit. 
Kdgaitowa. 
Tall  Itit.r. 
Vlnayanl  HaT.n. 


M.w 


MIJdl^..iough 
N.w  UeJIonl. 


1S04. 


1801. 
1881. 


 I  IBM. 

 I  1 878. 

last.  '  1884. 


Iff, 


n. 

74. 


iwt 

1845. 
1*70. 
lSjV. 
ISU2. 
I  SMI. 
law. 
187a. 

IS-JS 
18V40. 
1875. 
1lfc7. 
I  sou. 


•  Tb.  Sfiwrfsk  (•). 
doubl.  daggarC)  rvmorrd  I 


Maw  Badford. 

.... 

Dartmouth. 



— 

Fall  Kl.ar. 

Ml 

Uhldlflowu,  Cobb. 



....... 

.... 

rail  Kl.ar. 

....... 

»i  1 1. 

MM 

Pro.td.uca,  K.  I. 

m  

■MM, 

r.ll  BJnr. 

MM 

War.  ham. 

isvv. 

1*78. 

m, 

r.ll  Kl.ar. 

— 

—• 

MhblMiorougb. 

M.w  York. 

rail  Ri.rr. 



Naiiluck*!. 

18011. 

iiii'a! 

it! 

N.w  York. 

ISM. 

Warahaui. 

r.u  Biw. 

SSl 

isii 

an. 

Darlmoutb. 

Khodel.lairiL 

5S 

iaiiu! 

<&'. 

Ban  rrancbaw. 

Rocbiwlrr. 

nSi 

1  Canton. 

1  I'all  Rltar. 

I87U. 

u!i. 

1  N.w  Bodford. 

HaiMivvr. 

Culifombv. 

...... 

r.ll  lllrrr. 

N.w  lhalfurd. 

N.w  York. 

N.w  Badford. 

r.ll  Hl.wr. 

N.w  Badford. 

IML 

N.w  York. 

Uftv 

rail  Ki.ar. 

Naw  Bedford. 

fsML 

Pranklin. 

N.iitackaL 

Iowa. 

mi. 

rail  Kl.ar. 

F.ll  Bi.or. 

iiia. 

VhTO. 

Tt 

N.w  Bailford. 

KJgartown. 

....... 

an 

Vln.yaid  ll.itu. 

N.w  llwdrord. 

IM. 

1*71. 

77'. 

N.w  Unlford. 

j  Wmrlialu. 

i 

t£ 

'  Dutm-Milli. 

1841. 

lain 

74. 

Naw  Bvdfonl. 

I8i8. 

Ka.1  Ihl.lg.o.l.r. 

z : 

;  rail  Hl.ar. 

rail  Itl..r 

1881. 

87. 

N.w  Uudon,  Ct. 

I8U 

!  K.ll  Rl.ar. 

DartniMUIh. 

|  Vili.T.rd  llaraa. 

Mkbliaboruugll. 

j  i'si4i 

MM 

88* 

K.lgarlown. 

!  Niw  II.. lloi.i. 

Now  llndhnd. 

,  MlddlvburoMgb. 
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* 

Aim 

—  . 

Nam* 

* 

Resident 

* 

Ret'd.l  Dlad.^ft. 

1M4. 

RimmHI,  Hmrr. 

Sandwich. 

IMt  - 

Ukfe'term,  Arthar. 

New  Bedford. 

"•**•* 

NHL 

Itrd Fearn,  Joaa>*rti. 

UUmM|  Geo.  fl_,Jr. 
•Sawyer.  Hamad, 

fall  Hl»tr. 

•  ••• 

1070. 

in*. 

ceml.rtdge. 

M. 

IMA. 

*9hW*Mrk.  1  'I  -  mm.  T. 

Kdgartoan. 

39. 

IMt, 

SnvrnMii,  Irnnk  11 . 
+9Imi>ii,  lleiijamin  B. 
•9fiow#  Oeorgv  W. 

Dartmouth. 

]  V'. 
IMC. 

Weet|xir». 
Mld'llrborongh. 

MMl  a 

5» 

1 M9. 

•Jftonl  li  w  .-t  :i ,  Newton. 

leva. 

1863. 

•T. 

1  Ml. 

Spate.  John. 

Hew  Bed  font. 

•ewa.e* 

IMS. 

.-narrow,  \\  Milam  K. 

M*1ta|Mtl«rit. 

Ml. 

t-Spooner,  Faul. 

New  Bedford. 

1  H'"i  t 

1R52. 

}4ik  kiM7,  Charlea  D. 

Mew  Bedford. 

1139. 

rStnrtarent,  Gnorge. 
P  i ' ■  ■  s  - y»m i ,  Chart*). 

Middle!., rough. 

lata 
1  tv>£. 

Dl. 

Wjj. 

Hyde  Park. 

,,,MI- 

1SST. 

Hwy,  Charlea  U 

New  Bedford. 

MM). 

.... 

IMS. 

•Sweat,  Willi. m  W. 

Mattepnieett. 

" — l" 

I»VI 

Biw;ir.  ►  n  d  el  i  k  A. 

Ware  ham. 

**""' 

1MB 

•Smith,  leaac,  Jr. 

Tell  Hirer. 

•■**-" 

tM| 
1SBI , 

4/1 

1170. 

•Snlllran,  Alalia  J. 

Kali  Rleer. 

1  can 

.... 

1874. 

Health,  U«.-»c"  8. 

Watertowa. 

*"**'• 

....... 

.... 

11179. 

Smith.  U.  D.  8. 

Mlildlrljoroagfa. 

■MM 

•"* 

1S78. 

T.jlor,  William  II, 

New  Bedford. 

MM| 

I»M 

lina. 

tTnllle,  Cliatlee  M. 

Lllllelown,  N.  B. 

— 

Tourtelhtt,  J.  Q  A. 

Fall  Rlrer. 

1«7». 

Tucker.  Edward  T. 

New  Bedford. 

int. 

•Tfttimimiti,  A  red 
Vennrwe.  Jan.  J.  IV 

Mlddlehornugh. 
New  Bedford, 

im£ 

M. 

1IKI7. 

IMO, 

t'Weehburn.  lermnel  W. 

WUmnaln. 

liii 

aa. 

IMS. 

•Wnlejter,  Joarph  W 

Aciiott  urt- 

1«7A. 

TO. 

1176. 

Wehater,  Jnaeplft, 

A  1   il  •  1:  '  ,•■  l 

1  WO. 

ISSI. 

White,  A.  II.  W. 

Kali  Rl-er. 

isai. 

Whllnrr,  K.  M. 

vu  i  r  1  n  1     i  , 

ISM, 

i'W  Hie,  f  l,„ma.  T. 

New  York. 

iiii. 

liii 

»i 

IS.S8. 

i  Welle.  William  K. 
•Whltrtdge.  u  mi, am  a 

Mlddlrb<»ftHigh.  - 

Ittt. 

New  Bedford. 

w£ 

T3*. 

IM1. 

mntmt.  Thnmae. 

Fell  Rl*«r. 

IW7. 

M. 

t*W. 

•WIILr.1,  llenrr. 

Ik-aton , 

lSfift. 

M. 

IMt. 

Wlsakw,  cherle.  F. 

IVMtua. 

mmi 

1WM. 

|WI1enn,  Benjamin  F. 

N#  w  IMford. 

IMT. 

Whllaker.  Jnkn  B. 
•Tale.  Lrrur  H. 

t\H  Hirer. 

....... 

e.— 

M. 

TltWy. 

 • 

IMS. 
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The  Third  negtmanl-TU.  Fourth  Rewtmant-TI,.  Sae.alh  HegKn.nl 


*4c,litlH  Hrcinr-nt — T1i«  Tlttrty-nlalh  ftrglmeiil — The  Fortieth  Ragl. 


Tiir  lightning  had  scarcely  flnahed  the  intelligence 
to  the  expectant  North  that  Mnj.  Anderaon  and  his 
gallant  band  had  surrenderixl  aa  prisoners  of  war  to 
the  Southern  Confederacy,  ere  the  patriotic  Bona  of 
Kriatol  County  were  rallying  to  the  support  of  their 
imperiled  country.  Men  and  money  were  promptly 
raised,  and  the  record  of  this  county  during  the  whole 
struggle  is  one  in  which  ita  citizen*  may  justly  feel  a 
]>atriotic  pride. 

The  Third  Regiment— The  Third  Regiment  of 
three  months'  troops  was  composed  of  men  from  Nor- 
folk, Plymouth,  and  Rrislol  Counties.  The  field-oiTicers 
were  as  follows: 

Colonel,  David  W.  Wardrop;  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
diaries  Raymond;  Major,  John  H.  Jennings;  Adju- 
tant, Austin  8.  Cushman;  Quartermaster,  Edward  D. 
Allan;  Surgeon,  Alexander  R.  Holmes;  Assistant 
Surgeon,  Johnson  Clark;  Sergeant-Major,  A.  C. 
Maggl ;  Quartermaster-Sergeant,  F.  8.  Gilford ;  all  of 
New  lkdford,  except  the  lieutenant-colonel. 

There  were  two  companies  from  this  county,— Com- 


pany D  from  Freetown,  known  as  the  "Aasonet  Light 
Infantry,"  John  \V.  Marble,  captain ;  H.  A.  Francis 
and  John  M.  Dean,  lieutenants;  and  the  "New  Bed- 
ford City  Ounrds,"  Timothy  Ingraham,  captain ;  James 
Barton  and  A.  8.  Cushman,  lieutenant*. 

The  regiment  left  Boston  April  17th  for  Fortress 
Monroe,  where  it  arrived  on  April  20th,  and  two  days 
later  became  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  that  famous  old 
stronghold.  It  performed  garrison  duty  until  July 
5th,  when  it. crossed  Hampton  Creek  and  occupied 
the  town,  establishing  advance  poets  on  the  outekirta. 
The  regiment  remained  here,  performing  cheerfully 
its  duties,  which  were  arduous  and  harassing,  until 
July  16th,  when,  ita  term  of  service  having  expired, 
it  embarked  for  Beaton,  arriving  there  July  19th,  and 
four  days  later,  July  23,  1861,  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service,  and  resumed  its  place  as  part  of  the  militia 
of  the  State,  Companies  D,  E,  I,  and  M  re-enlisted 
for  three  years  and  remained  at  the  front 

When  the  call  was  made  in  1862  for  a  draft  of  nine 
months'  men,  the  regiment  volunteered  at  once  and 
rendezvoused  at  "Camp  Joe  Hooker,"  at  Lakeville, 
and  on  the  22d  of  October,  1862,  left  Boston  for  New 
j  berne,  N.  C,  under  command  of  Col.  8ilas  P.  Rich- 
mond, of  Freetown. 

The  companies  were  officered  as  follows: 

>•-;  •»»  it.-OaphilB.  John  W.  Marble;  Find  LW.r,.r,t,  Chariea  P. 
Lron;  8e».d  Ll.at.aant,  M.  Mortar.  (M). 

Cbavawf  -.-Captain.  P.  D.  Griffith ;  Pint  Untenant,  0.  A.  8.  Par- 
Umi  Second  Uoc.let.iim,  W.  8.  Brlgga. 

Chwtpnaw  C— Captain,  Kilhu  Orant;  Find  Lieutenant,  Benjamin  A. 
Shaw;  Second  Lieutenant,  Ctmrlea  D.  Cnfialand. 

Cemf—t  D.— Captain,  Andrew  R.  Wright;  Ft  rat  Lieutenant,  Thomaa 
McFarland;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  HeriKildt,  Jr. 

Oimjm**  K — Captain.  John  K  llawea;  Plral  LUtatanaat,  Martin  K. 
Maaon ;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  L.  Sharp  (id). 

Company  F.— Captain,  Ownrga  K.  Hurlbart;  Flrtt  Llmtarkut,  W.  U. 
Allan;  Second  Lieutenant.  Jonathan  W,  Davli. 

0«ar->»»  <S — Captain.  William  8.  Otebh;  Flrat  Llautanant,  Hear*  W. 
Brlgge;  Second  Limteeuuit,  Janea  L.  Wllbar. 

(hwpoew  H.—Oi plain,  Otle  A.  Barker  j  Flrit  Liantanant,  Eobart  Oreaa- 
man  ;  Second  l.lentennnt.  Joaeph  Olleha, 

OwpaaV  f-Capt«ln,  B.  Kwer.  it.;  Pint  Urnhmant,  8.  K.  Eaton; 
Second  1J  en  tenant,  J.  M.  Lyla. 

Ceeawawp  JT.— Captain,  Sannal  Bataa;  Flrat  Uautanant,  Nathan  Fobea 
Second  Lieutenant,  CTiarlee  K.  Churchill. 

The  regiment  remained  at  Newberne  until  Decern* 
her  11th,  when  it  started  with  the  expedition  to  Golda- 
boro',  which  lasted  eleven  days,  during  which  the  regi- 
ment marched  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 
The  regiment  participated  in  the  battles  of  Kingston, 
Whitehall,  and  Ooldsboro',  and  had  these  names  in- 
scribed upon  ita  banners. 

During  ita  service  the  regiment  gained  an  excellent 
reputation  for  drill  and  discipline,  and,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Col.  Jourdan,  "  was  alwayt  ready  for  duty." 
During  ita  brier  term  of  service  it  was  transported  by 
steamer  and  railroad  more  than  two  thousand  milea 
and  marched  more  thnn  four  hundred  miles.  Thirteen 
of  the  regiment  died  in  the  service,  two  were  killed, 
fifteen  wounded,  and  fourteen  taken  prisoners. 

The  regiment  left  the  front  for  home  June  11th, 
arriving  in  Boston  the  16th.  and  on  the  26th  of  June, 
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1868,  was  mustered  oat  after  an  honorable  and  effi- 
cient service. 

The  Fourth  Regiment  was  one  of  the  first  to  leave 
Massachusetts  upon  the  original  call  for  three  months' 
men.  It  left  Boston  April  17th,  under  command  of 
Col.  A.  B.  Packard,  of  Quincy  for  Fortress  Monroe, 
where  it  arrived  on  the  20th.  It  served  iU  term  of 
service  and  returned  home,  and  in  August,  1862,  re- 
enlisted  for  nine  months,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Joe 
Hooker,  at  Lakeville,  where  it  remained  until  Decem- 
ber 17th,  when  it  embarked  for  New  Orleans.  In 
March  it  joined  the  expedition  against  Port  Hudson, 
and  there  bore  an  important  and  conspicuous  part. 

The  Fourth  remained  at  Brashear  City  until  May 
80th,  when  order*  were  received  to  report  immediately 
to  Gen.  Banks,  before  Port  Hudson.  It  there  shared 
in  the  labors,  fatigues,  and  hardships  of  that  memor- 
able siege. 

In  the  assault  on  the  4th  of  June  two  of  the  com- 
panies—A, Capt.  John  Hall,  of  Canton,  and  K,  Capt. 
W.  H.  Bartlett,  of  Taunton— were  detailed  with  three 
companies  from  other  regiments  to  carry  hand  gren- 
ades in  the  advance  of  the  attackiug  columns.  The 
detail  was  under  command  of  Capt.  Bartlett,  who  fell 
mortally  wounded  upon  the  very  breastworks  of  the 
enemy,  while  he  and  his  command,  through  a  storm  of 
•hot  and  shell,  were  heroically  endeavoring  to  scale 
them.  Capt.  Bartlett  was  a  pure  patriot  and  a  brave 
soldier.  The  other  companies  also  participated  in  the 
assault,  but  were  not  in  so  advanced  a  position. 
They  were  under  fire,  however,  and  were  also  in  the 
battle  of  Bisland.  In  the  attack  of  Juue  14th,  when 
Capt.  Bartlett  was  killed,  the  two  companies  suffered 
severely,  losing  in  killed  and  wounded  sixty-eight. 

Upon  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson  the  Fourth 
Regiment  was  one  of  the  first  to  enter  the  fort,  and 
remained  inside  performing  garrison  duty  until 
August  4th,  when  it  embarked  for  New  England,  and 
on  the  28th  of  the  same  month  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service.  The  entire  loss  of  the  regiment  was  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

The  Seventh  Regiment1— The  Seventh  Regiment 
was  composed  almost  entirely  of  Bristol  County  men, 
and  was  recruited  by  Col.  (subsequently  Maj.-Qen.) 
Darius  N.  Couch.    It  was  officered  as  follows : 

Ck.fi.l.D.rio.N.ODadi.TmBiiton;  Mm.l.naat-Coloa.1   W. 

tJrwu,  V.JI  BItw;  Major.  DaTld  K  llelraMi,  Atll.l.orou(b ;  Sur*;.oi.,a  A. 
Hotmail. Tauatoa ;  AmUiatil  Surgeon,  Z  Bnjrlalon  Atlaau.  ranalngluiiu  ; 

Adjutant,  Oltinell  Ollmor*,  lU/nbaai  ,  QuartanaMlar,  UuIimI  K- laoll,  J r., 

Bomaraat;  Quartaruuutar  Sargrant,  Duvl.l  I'ackard,  Smilli  AMugtun; 
Commlmary-tlargaant,  John  B.  Burl.  Fall  Rlvar;  Huapllal  Staward, 
Hone*  B.  Slmtuan,  Boatou;  (Mac* |>al  Musician*,  Thou**  l>.  Uu,  Taun- 
ton, Robert  8b*ab*a,  Fall  Blrar;  I-radar  of  Band,  Zawtoc  Thoiupaun. 
Halifax. 

Cam****  A  (1**11  Rlrar).— Captain,  David  II.  l)y.f ;  rim  Llaiitetianl, 
Jtasa  T.  XMj ;  S*ccod  LUolanaiK,  William  11  N j  r. 

Ceaaaaaf  B  (rail  111  van.— Captain,  Jobu  Coalilng;  Flrat  Umitauant, 
Jrtaa  D.  Bullock  ;  Baeoud  Llral.naal,  Gai>r(a  W.  OlflVird. 

Ompmi  fTfilssalial    Tsqil.li.  ChatitaT.  l*ilnma|  rim  U.utan- 

    _  ____ 

I  By  B.  A.  Cuahman,  of  Taualoa. 


AaijMBf  n(Tanaloa). — Captain,  Joaopb  Ban*;  Leonard;  Fint  Liaa- 
triuut,  William  B  Stall;  8*amd  Ucutauajit,  William  M.  Uala. 

Cbmpaax  *  (Bella*!*,  Dorehaslar,  and  atanmlald).— Captala.  Horae* 
rax;  VI  i.i  LUuteuaiit,  Dlraia  A.  Oak  ma*  ■  Srooad  U.uuuant,  William 
W.  Car*!.,. 

Ow.»«*r  r  (Tanntoui-Oaplaln,  Z.ba  r.  Bllm;  Klrat  UauUua.it, 
Jam*.  M.  Lincoln;  Barond  Ll.at.nant,  J.am.  It.  U..i,.m. 

W.  Lofbrop;  Sccoud  Ll.ul.aaat,'  U  t,  WilllaM.' 

Ompoay  if  (fcWAald)  — Captain,  JuJia  It  Whllcamb;  rirat  Li.nt.n- 
sal,  John  W.  Koa>n ;  Seoond  Llaut.naat,  William  V  Whlta. 

CWana  I  (AllWboroafa).— Oapuln,  Joka  r.  A.bl*?;  rirnt  U*i>- 
Uaaiit,  William  W.  ruii.r ;  Second  Lie  ulauanl,  Cliarla*  B.  Dm  JardliM*. 

'  •■••»}••■»»  K  (AWngton)  -Captain,  Franklin  P.  Harlow ;  rind  Lira- 
Uuaut,  Gaorg*  W.  Ho. J ;  Second  Lwulauaat,  A.  L.  ktajb.v 

The  regiment  rendezvousetl  at  Camp  Old  Colony 
(now  known  as  Bristol  County  Agricultural  Grounds), 
Taunton,  where  it  was  mustered  into  the  United 
8tates  service  by  Capt.  J.  H.  Marshall,  U.S.A.,  June 
15,  1861,  and  shortly  after  left  for  Washington,  D.  C, 
previous  to  which  a  grand  collation  was  served  them 
by  the  citizens  of  Taunton  on  Taunton  Green.  Going 
to  New  York  by  Shore  Line,  they  embarked  to  Eliza- 
beth port,  N.  J.,  on  steamer  "  Kill  von  Kull,"  where 
they  took  cars,  passing  through  Baltimore,  Relay 
House,  and  other  points  of  interest,  reaching  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  at  night,  encamping  near  the  capitol 
buildings  till  next  morning,  when  they  marched  to 
Camp  Kalorama,  near  Georgetown,  D.  C,  where 
they  remained  until  Aug.  6, 1801,  when  they  marched 
to  junction  of  Seventh  and  Fourteenth  Streets,  which 
was  christened  Camp  Brightwood,  D.  C,  and  went 
into  winter-quarters.  During  their  stay  there  the 
regiment  was  assigned  to  a  brigade  composed  of 
Thirty-sixth  New  York,  Second  Rhode  Island,  and 
Tenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  which  was  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Couch,  and  was  a  part  of  Gen. 
Buell's  division.  During  their  stay  at  this  location 
they  assisted  in  building  Fort  Massachusetts,  which 
formed  a  formidable  work  iu  repelling  the  advance  of 
the  rebels  under  Gen.  Jubal  Early  later  on  in  July, 
1804;  picketed  Rock  Creek,  and  learned  the  duties  of 
soldiers  under  the  successive  commands  of  Col.  Nelson 
H.  Duvis,  now  inspector-general  United  States  army, 
Col.  Joseph  Wheelock,  who  resigned  shortly  after  his 
commission,  and  Col.  David  A.  Russell,  the  latter 
whom  the  members  learned  to  fear,  and  itfterwards  to 
revere.  Mitrch  25,  1802,  the  regiment  embarked  on 
trans|K>rts  for  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  marched  to  New- 
jiort  News,  Warwick  Court- House,  thence  to  a  |»u»itioti 
in  front  of  Yorktown,  where  it  remuiiicd  until  Ma- 
grudcr  evacuatod  the  forts,  when,  after  severe  mud 
inarches,  it  arrived  upon  the  battle-field  of  Williams- 
burg, Va.,  much  exhausted,  at  2.30  r.M. 

May  5,  1862,  under  a  severe  fire,  they  were  ordered 
'  to  the  support  of  the  exliati»ted  troops  of  Gen.  Peck's 
brigade,  and  at  nightfall  relieved  the  Oue  Hundred 
and  Second  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
without  blankets  or  firet  stood  in  a  drenching  rain 
during  the  night.  At  daybreak  a  detachment  from 
Company  K,  Capt.  Reed,  with  a  detachment  from  Gen. 
Davidson's  command,  occupied  Fort  Magruder;  loss, 
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one  killed,  two  wounded.  Encamped  near  Williams- 
burg, Va.,  till  May  9th,  when  marched  to  Roper's 
Church;  May  13th, marched  to  Dr.  May's  farm;  May 
16th,  marched  six  miles  on  the  Richmond  road;  May 
17th,  formed  a  reconnoitering  party  under  Cols.  D.  A. 
Russell  and  Gregg  (of  cavalry  fame)  to  Bottom's 
Bridge ;  May  19th,  moved  to  a  point  on  Richmond 
and  West  Point  Railroad  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
railroad  bridge  on  Chickahominy  River ;  from  May 
20th  to  May  24th,  skirmished  to  Charles  City  road ; 
May  25th  to  29th,  skirmished  to  8even  Pines;  May 
81st,  engaged  in  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  or  Fair  Oaks; 
Jane  2d,  encamped  near  Qolding's  farm,  Chicka- 
hominy River;  June  6th,  engaged  in  a  skirmish; 
June  6th,  encamped  on  west  aide  of  railroad;  June 
11th,  encamped  near  Seven  Pines;  June  26th,  en- 
gaged in  a  severe  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  losing, 
killed,  the  genial  and  warm-hearted  soldiers  Lieut. 
Jesae  D.  Bullock,  Company  B,  and  Private  John 
White,  Company  F.    Lieut.  Bullock  was  embalmed 
and  bis  body  sent  home  to  Fall  River.  Private  White 
was  buried  near  the  camp.   June  27th,  broke  camp 
and  commenced  the  grand  retreat  of  Qen.  McClellan 
down  the  Peninsula;  June  28lh,  engaged  in  severe 
skirmish  with  rebel  cavalry  near  Ellis  Church ;  June 
29th,  arrived  about  2  P.M.,  near  James  River  at  Mal- 
vern Hill;  July  2d,  marched  to  Harrison's  Landing, 
on  James  River,  Va.,  where  it  remained  in  camp 
until  Aug.  16,  18G2,  when  it  commenced  ita  march  to 
Fortress  Monroe,  or  York  River,  to  embark  on  trans- 
ports to  Alexandria,  Va.  While  at  Harrison's  Land- 
ing the  band  which  had  so  many  times  inspired  the 
members  of  the  Seventh  with  their  fine  music  was, 
by  general  order  of  War  Department,  mustered  out 
Aug.  11, 1862.  September  1st,  marched  from  Alexan- 
dria to  Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.    Battle  of  Bull 
Run,  Va.   September  2d,  returned  to  Alexandria; 
from  September  3d  to  September  17th  marched 
through  Tenallytown,  Rusherville,  Seneca  Mills, 
Ponlesville,  Barnesvillc,  Lickcttsville,  Birkcttsville, 
Bootiesville,  Md.,  over  South  Mountain  to  Antictam 
battle  field.    As  a  part  of  a  division  under  command 
of  Gen.  Couch,  at  night,  September  18th,  was  placed 
in  fnmt  line,  the  enemy  retreating  in  the  night.  Sep- 
tember 19th,  moved  to  Sharpsburg;  20th,  returned 
through  that  town  to  Williamsport,  Md.;  23d,  en- 
camped at  Downsville,  Md.,  remained  there  until 
October  18th,  moved  to  Clear  Spring,  Hancock, 
Cherry  Run,  and  Williamsport.    Returned  to  old 
camp  at  Downsville,  October  29th.    November  1st, 
left  there,  passing  through  Berlin,  crossing  the  Poto- 
mac, passing  through  Wheatland,  White  Plains,  New 
Baltimore,  Catlett's  Station  to  camp  near  Stafford 
Court-House,  Va.    December  4th,  inurched  to  Belle 
Plains,  Va. 

Up  t<>  this  time  the  loss  had  hpen  three  killed, 
twenty-six  wounded,  seven  taken  prisoners,  and  forty- 
eight  died  from  sickness. 

December  11th,  the  regiment  started  at  day  light  and 


marched  to  the  Rappahannock  River,  about  one  mile 
below  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  where  they  halted  until  6 
p.m.,  when  they  crossed  the  river  on  pontoons  under 
a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy.  The  Seventh  was  the 
second  regiment  to  cross,  acting  as  support  to  the 
skirmish  line,  and  advancing  about  a  mile  farther, 
driving  the  enemy  before  them.  They  remained  in 
this  position  during  the  night,  and  were  subjected  to  a 
severe  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  until  December 
16th,  when  they  recrossed  the  river  and  encamped 
near  Falmouth.  Loss  in  this  engagement  one  killed 
and  two  wounded.  December  18th,  went  into  camp 
at  White  Oak  Church,  Va.  At  this  camp  the  sad  in- 
telligence that  their  beloved  colonel,  David  O.  Russell, 
who  had  been  promoted  to  a  higher  position,  that  of 
brigadier-general  in  Gen.  Wright's  (now  chief  of  en- 
gineers, U.S.A.)  division,  was  to  leave  them  cast  a 
gloom  which  to  them  seemed  worse  than  all  the 
reverses  they  had  met  in  many  battles  and  weary 
I  marches. 

Educated  at  West  Point,  skilled  in  the  art  of  war, 
his  frontier  life  peculiarly  fitting  him  for  skirmish 
and  reconnoitering  duty,  possessed  of  a  warm  heart, 
strict  in  discipline,  but  acting  as  a  fatber  to  all  iu  his 
command,  while  officers  and  men  rejoiced  at  his  well- 
earned  and  deserved  advancement,  they  sincerely 
mourned  his  loss.  He  rose  from  the  command  of  a 
brigndc  to  a  division  commander,  and  hi*  worth  can- 
not be  better  portrayed  than  the  remark  heard  by  the 
writer  from  Gen.  Phil  H.  Sheridan's  lips,  when  he 
was  being  csrried  by  on  a  stretcher  unconscious  and 
mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  Va., 
Sept.  19,  1864 :  "  Revenge  for  Russell  I  Revenge  for 
Russell  I  No  better  officer  ever  slung  a  sword  in  the 
army!''  Gen.  Russell's  remains  were  carried  to  Sa- 
lem, N.  Y.,  where  they  were  buried  with  military 
and  civic  honors.  United  States  forts,  Grand  Army 
posts,  and  soldiers'  children  bear  his  name,  and  the 
name  of  David  A.  Russell  will  ever  be  revered  by 
officers  or  privates  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to  be 
in  his  command  as  long  as  a  hand  is  left  to  deck  the 
grave  with  choice  flowers  of  a  comrade. 

From  Dec.  18,  1862,  to  Jan.  20,  1863,  remained 
in  camp,  when  they  participated  in  Burnsides'  mud 
march  till  Feb.  2,  1863,  when  they  returned  to  old 
camp  at  White  Oak  Swamp.  From  then  ,to  May 
2,  1863,  remained  in  winter-quarters,  doing  camp  and 
picket  duty. 

May  2,  1863,  crossed  Rappahannock  River  into 
Fredericksburg  at  10  p.m.  May  3d,  a  beautiful 
Sabbath  morn,  the  regiment  was  detached  from  the 
brigade  and  took  position  in  line  of  battle  to  assist  in 
holding  the  city  against  an  attack  of  the  enemy 
which  was  imminent,  and  were  held  in  readiness  to 
load  the  assaulting  column  on  Msrye's  Heights. 
Directly  west,  out  of  the  town  of  Fredericksburg, 
was  n  rami  which  finally  reaches  Chancellorsville, 
just  in  the  otitxkirU  of  the  town,  less  than  a  mile  from 
I  the  main  street.    This  rosd  ascends  a  hill  that,  while 
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it  la  sufficiently  steep  to  render  the  ascent  toilsome,  is 
not  so  steep  as  to  render  any  less  effective  the  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry.  This  is  Marye's  Hill,  and  at 
the  summit  of  this  hill  is  Marye's  house.  Near  the 
hill  a  road  leaves  the  Chancelloravtlle  road,  runs  to- 
ward the  south,  across  the  front  and  right  of  the  hill 
at  its  base ;  the  tatter  road  had  a  substantial  stone 
wall  on  each  aide  of  it,  and  these  roads,  with  a  little 
assistance  from  the  spade,  had  been  converted  into 
excellent  breastworks  by  the  enemy.  No  artillery  fire 
could  touch  those  walls,  for  It  was  a  sunken  road,  and 
though  the  walls  were  four  feet  high  in  the  road,  their 
tops  were  level  with  the  surface.  Behind  the  second 
line  of  pits  rises  the  hill,  and  around  its  whole  crest 
runs  a  well-constructed  earthwork,  in  which  was  one 
howitzer.  At  the  ascent  of  the  hill  it  is  a  mere  gulch, 
broken  and  stony,  and  an  awful  place  for  men  to  be 
packed  in  under  a  plunging  fire  of  grape  and  canister 
in  addition  to  musketry  fire.  Such  was  the  position 
the  gallant  Beventh  was  to  lead  the  assault  against. 

The  regiment,  after  crossing  over  a  small  bridge, 
instead  of  being  ordered  to  deploy  and  charge  the 
enemy,  were  allowed  to  charge  by  the  flank,  and  the 
enemy,  bewildered  by  such  a  movement,  reserved  their 
fire  until  the  regiment  were  in  close  quarters,  when 
with  artillery  and  musketry  from  rifle-pits  and  houses 
they  dealt  death-blows  until  the  regiment  faltered, 
which  was  only  for  a  moment.  As  fast  as  men  were 
slain  the  depleted  ranks  would  be  filled,  and  those 
who  escaped  fairly  waded  through  fire  and  gore,  re- 
sisted by  the  Confederates  as  our  men  clambered  over 
the  walls  and  planted  their  colors  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill.  Col.  Thomas  D.  Johns,  who  succeeded  Gen. 
Russell,  was  wounded  here,  which  was  conceded  by 
his  command  as  a  just  punishment  for  attempting 
auch  a  charge  by  the  flank  instead  of  deploying  his 
men  as  he  should.  The  Seventh  here  captured  two 
pieces  of  the  famous  rebel  Washington  Artillery. 
The  regiment,  with  Gen.  Sedgwick's  corps,  pursued 
the  enemy  to  Salem  Heights,  a  distance  of  four  miles, 
when  from  four  o'clock  till  darkness  they  were  severely 
engaged,  sleeping  on  the  field  that  night.  May  4th, 
was  again  engaged,  and  was  obliged,  owing  to  the 
enemy  flanking  the  corps  and  again  occupying  their 
works,  on  the  evening  of  May  4th,  to  retreat  to  Hanks' 
Ford,  where  they  recrossed  the  Rappahannock.  Tues- 
day morning,  May  fith,  the  well-earned  victory  had 
been  turned  to  defeat,  and  the  result  of  the  3d  of  May 
carnage  carried  mourning  into  many  homes  in  Bristol 
County.  With  a  force  of  less  than  five  hundred  men, 
the  loss  of  this  regiment  in  this  bloody  field  was  two 
officers  and  twenty-one  men  killed,  nine  officers  and 
one  hundred  and  five  men  wounded  ;  Company  F,  on 
the  right  of  the  command,  losing  of  that  number  two 
sergeants,  one  corporal,  and  four  privates  killed,  and 
three  commissioned  officers,  five  corporals,  and  seven 
privates  wounded.  May  8th,  returned  to  old  camp 
near  Falmouth.  June  6th,  agaiu  crossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock, and  were  left  as  rear-guard  while  the  army 


were  marching  to  Pennsylvania.  June  11th  to  July 
2d,  marched  towards  Washington,  into  Maryland,  and 
made  forced  marches  from  Frederick  City,  Hd.,  to 
Gettysburg  battle-field,  where  they  arrived  at  0  p.m.  ; 
immediately  took  position  in  support  of  extreme  left 
of  line.  July  3d,  was  moving  from  left  to  right  and 
right  to  left,  subjected  to  the  terrific  artillery  fire  of 
that  memorable  day ;  here  it  was  that  Lieut.-Col.  F. 
P.  Harlow,  who  stood  next  to  Gen.  Russell  in  the  es- 
teem of  the  men  of  the  Seventh,  displayed  his  usual 
good  judgment  and  bravery  by  scattering  his  men 
while  subjected  to  showers  of  shot  and  shell. 

On  the  morning  of  the  glorious  4th  of  July,  1863, 
which  was  the  end  of  a  hard-contested  but  well-earned 
victory  of  our  nation's  defenders,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  into  position  in  the  front  line  and  remained 
until  noon,  when  they  threw  up  a  line  of  rifle-pits 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of 
the  fith,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  was  followed  about 
six  miles  as  advance-guard,  where  they  were  ordered 
on  picket  duty.  July  6th  to  14th,  marched  to  Funks- 
town,  Md.t  formed  line  of  battle,  and  were  in  time  to 
see  the  abandoned  wagon-trains  of  the  euemy  at 
Williams  port,  Md.  Continued  tho  inarch  to  Warreu- 
ton,  Va.,  where  the  regiment  encamped  until  Septem- 
ber, when  they  marched  to  Culpeper,  returning  to 
I  Warrenton.  Nov.  7,  1863,  the  regiment  with  the 
Sixth  Corps  moved  from  Warrenton  to  Rappahannock 
Station,  where  it  was  under  fire  supporting  the  attack 
on  that  fort  by  their  old  commander,  Gen.  Russell, 
who  carried  it  by  storm,  capturing  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  officers,  fifteen  hundred  men,  four  guns, 
four  caissons,  and  eight  battle-flags  j  from  there  they 
marched  to  Brandy  Station,  Va.,  where  winter-quar- 
ters were  established.  At  this  camp  h  largo  number 
of  men  re-enlisted  for  three  years  more.  November 
26lh,  broke  camp  and  marched  to  Mine  Ruu,  Va., 
where  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  front  line.  De- 
cember 1st,  returned  to  old  camp  at  Brandy  Station. 

Feb.  27,  1864,  the  regiment  was  with  the  Sixth 
Corps  ordered  to  support  a  cavalry  movement  to  Char- 
lottesville, and  after  severe  marches  returned  again 
to  Brandy  Station,  where  it  remained,  performing 
routine  of  camp  and  picket  duty,  until  May  3,  1864, 
when  camp  was  broken,  and  it  marched  to  Germauia 
Ford  and  Old  Wilderness  Tavern.  May  5th,  marched 
to  plauk-road  in  the  Wilderness;  in  the  afternoon  were 
placed  in  front  line  of  battle,  and  engaged  the  euemy 
till  nearly  dusk,  casualties  numbering  eighty-five.  At 
daybreak  May  6th  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  Long- 
street's  corps.  The  fighting  was  in  a  dense  thicket 
and  was  indecisive,  both  lines  of  the  armies  swaying 
hither  and  thither  with  the  shifting  fortunes  of  the 
fight.  After  repeated  charges  and  retreats  tho  Sev- 
enth were  relieved  aud  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  line 
to  resist  a  threatening  attack  of  the  enemy.  At  dark 
moved  through  the  Wilderness  to  the  left,  marching  all 
night.  May  7th,  moved  to  North  Anna  River.  May 
8th,  the  regiment  with  the  Sixth  Corps  marched  to 
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Spotlsylvnn in  Court-House,  formed  a lineof  battle, nnd 
nt  dusk  charged  the  enemy,  who  was  strongly  posted, 
broke  their  line  of  battle,  nnd  captured  the  color- 
standard,  color-guard,  nnd  thirty-two  men  of  a  Georgia 
losing  one  killed,  four  wounded,  and  two 
The  latter  were  recaptured  while  on  the 
way  to  Richmond.  They  held  the  position  gained, 
and  bivouacked  on  the  field.  May  9th,  our  beloved 
commander,  Oen.  or  "Uncle"  John  Sedgwick,  was 
killed  by  a  rebel  sharpshooter,  one  of  the  ablest  and 
oldest  commanders  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Jloth  men  and  officers  had  entire  confidence  in  his 
judgment  and  skill.  Hay  10th,  employed  digging 
rifle-pita.  May  11th,  were  ordered  to  the  front  on  the 
skirmish  line,  where  remained  two  days  on  constant 
duty.  On  the  18th  rejoined  brigade;  rested  till  2 
A.M.  May  14th,  when  marched  five  miles,  formed  line 
of  battle  left  of  Fifth  Corps.  10th  and  16th,  digging 
rifle-pits.  17th,  marched  all  night  towards  right  of 
the  army,  and  at  daybreak  May  18th  charged  the 
enemy,  which  was  unsuccessful ;  renewed  the  assault, 
but  owing  to  strength  of  enemy  was  obliged  to  re- 
tire. May  19th,  crowed  the  Ny  River  and  encamped. 
Los*  the  18th,  six  wounded.  May  25th,  on  picket  at 
Noal's  Station.  May  26th,  was  ordered  to  the  ex- 
treme front  near  Little  River;  with  other 
covered  the  withdrawal  of  tho  Sixth  Corps, 
North  Anna  River,  and  marched  to  Chesterfield  Sta- 
tion on  Fredericksburg  nnd  Richmond  Railroad.  Msy 
28th,  crossed  I'amunkey  River;  29th,  marched  to 
Hanover  Court-House;  four  miles  from  there  threw 
up  rifle-pits,  May  81st,  near  Tolopotomy  Creek,  from 
where  the  regiment  marched  at  dark  all  night  to  Cold 
Harbor,  where  it  arrived  at  2  P.M.,  deployed  into 
line,  and  at  once  engaged  the  enemy  with  success, 
driving  them  from  behind  rifle-pits,  and  occupied  the 
field  for  the  night.  From  June  3d  to  June  14th  the 
Seventh  were  on  constant  duty,  losing  men  daily 
under  the  constant  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  when  re- 
lieved on  the  last  day  of  their  term  of  service,  being 
then  in  the  extreme  front  line,  a  member  of  Company 
G  was  instantly  killed. 

Hnving  been  reduced  in  numbers  by  the  serious 
casualties  or  the  campaign,  their  duties  being  unusu- 
ally  arduous,  they  presented  a  sad  sight  of  the  havoc 
war  can  make  of  n  regiment  which  left  Massachusetts 
with  one  thousand  strong.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
14th  marched  to  Chickahoniiny,  thence  to  Charles 
City  Court-House,  and  finally  bivouacked  on  the 
banks  of  the  James,  May  15th.  Their  term  of  service 
having  expired,  it  wrts  relieved  from  further  duty  and 
ordered  to  Massachusetts,  to  be  mustered  out  or  ser- 
vice by  special  orders,  hcadqunrU-rx  Sixth  Army 
Cor|is,  and  the  following  was  read  to  the  command: 


colonel  commanding  III*  l>rlgn<1e  ileemi  It  a  duty  M  well  m  a  pleasure  to 
taatlfy  to  tho  aoMlarly  beating,  brat rry,  and  efflciancy  of  tha  regiment 
tip  lo  Ihe  laat  day  of  thai  ratay.  Tito  colonel  commanding  haa  wltneaaad 
with  aatlaforilon  the  coolneaa  and  ateadlneaa  nndar  flra  of  both  offloara 
and  men ;  tha  long  mart Uw,  flpnwure,  and  tba  many  hafdahlpa  tliey 
have  undergone  ■tnce  the  opening  of  tba  campaign  haaa  baas  borna 
without  a  mnrmnr,  and  haa  ntora  tally  aatabllabad  Uia  reputation  thay 
ha»a  praoloualy  won  a«  a  rag Intent  that  could  always  ba  I 

hot  with  the  feeltiut  Bad  the  aaaurmlce  that  the*  haaa  M 

™  *  ■  in  aipw  i«*  1  •  ■•ft  aw         »"a  aaaw*  wwaawe*    »nuj    awaww  w  *■         J  WW"  a  ww  v*a  m 

-By  ordarrf' 

-0.  Kbwasm, 
"  CW.  OmmmndlMf  ffrfcada. 

■  T.  0.  OotT, 
-  IU  IMml.  «a»  AJiJk.O." 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  the  regiment  embarked 
from  Wilson's  Landing,  James  River,  Va.,  in  the  dis- 
patch steamer  "  Keyport,"  for  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
on  following  day  took  special  train  for  New  York ; 
reached  Taunton  June  20, 1864,  and  was  warmly  wel- 
comed back  by  the  citizens,  who  turned  out  en  masse. 
June  27, 1864,  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice, and  the  gallant  Seventh,  with  its  laurels  won  on 
many  a  hard-contested  field,  passed  into  history. 
Herewith  will  be  found  a  recapitulation  of  the  regi- 
ment: 

Klllad  and  died  „   ,     r      ,  "    m  H« 

Deaetlad   „„  —  1« 

Transferred  ......••.„....•.«....«  .......  69 

Rejected  rocrults. ........ ... ......... .............m.. »»»•...•.•»••••  IS 


San  M'  Ditmion.Siitn  Coara, 
•  Jam- II.  I«04. 

"Orcwlnr; 

'  Aa  tha  term  of  aerrlc*  of  tha  bVventh  Ha«a>«chi«aetti«  Whinloere  l« 
drawing  loa  clone,  and  at  It  la  expected  to  talnrn  lo  M«*i -l  n.,  tha 


The  surviving  members  of  the  Seventh  have  formed 
an  association  called  the  "Seventh  Massachusetts 
Veteran  Association,"  which  meets  Juue  15th  yearly. 
It  has  some  eighty  members,  and  affords  the  "  boys" 
of  1861,  now  gray-hsired  men,  much  pleasure  to 
unite  and  rehearse  war  scenes  of  camp  and  battle  life. 
Any  information — as  long  as  he  is  living — can  be  ob- 
tained of  one  of  its  youngest  surviving  members, 
H.  A.  Cushman,  secretary  of  the  association. 

Maj.-Gen.  Darius  N.  Couch.— The  Seventh  Regi- 
ment of  Massachusetts  Volunteers  was  recruited  by 
Col.  Darius  N.  Couch,  of  Taunton,  who  was  a  native 
of  New  York.  He  graduated  at  West  Point  in  the 
class  of  1846,  and  was  assigned  a  second  lieutenant  to 
the  Fourth  United  States  Artillery.  He  served  under 
Gen.  Taylor  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  breveted 
first  lieutenant  for  gallantry  at  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista  in  1847.  He  subsequently  was  assigned  to  a 
command  in  the  Seminole  war  of  1853,  and  made  a 
scientific  tour  in  Mexico,  the  result  of  which  was 
published.  In  1855  he  resigned  his  position  in  the 
United  Suites  army,  and  in  1869  became  a  resident 
of  Tn'inton,  having  married  the  daughter  of  Hon. 
Semitic!  L.  Crocker.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in 
1861,  Lieut,  Crouch  tendered  his  services  to  Governor 
Andrew,  and  mi  commissioned  to  raise  a  regiment 
nt  the  call  of  ('resident  Lincoln  for  sevepty-five 
thotimmd  men  to  suppress  the  Rebellion.    He  re- 
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cruited  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteer*, headquarters  at  Taunton,  and  was  elected 
colonel.  He  left  with  hi*  regiment  for  the  seat  of 
war  (Virginia)  in  June,  1861,  and  joined  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  under  Oen.  McClellan,  who  wa*  a  clan- 
mate. 

On  their  departure  from  Taunton  in  July,  1861, 
the  following  letter  waa  received  by  Col.  Couch  from 
Governor  Andrew : 


1MI. 

I 

<l 

ef  war. 

lo- 
rn* 
•  mere 


"  KxaXITItrS  iUr.»i»>>  , 

■  Uuaroa,  July  It, 

-  To  Ool.  D.  N.  Cwcn, 

••  C>M«A>|  SeeeeiA  Rtfimnt  lfeeeacJeeeefui  VotmaUtn : 
-  MW,-[  with  to  expreee  warmly  end  linear*!/  mr  regret 
could  not  make  an  opportunity  to  exchange  greeUng*  with 
r  ttoa  regiment  before  70U  l.ft  th* 

'My  r.lucUttC*  to  permit  any 

,  to  HI  It  Ood-epeed  wo  m  gnu  that  I 
i  for  a  da;  or  two  In 

» lo  poetpoue  for 


"I  org  nuw  m  a*** re  you.  that  joa  and  7 our  command  art  held  07  tin 
official  repreeeuutleei  the  oomuaon  wealth  In  no  KM  affectionate  regard 
than  ether  reg laient*  which,  bj  raaaou  of  ili*lr  proxlmlt7  to  the  capital, 
ejford  oatier  opportunltl**  for  paraonal  Inlerrl.wa  and  acquaintance*  J 
that  wa  aball  watch  yonr  earaar  aad  rejoice  la  700 r  eaocee***  with  00 
laaa  eager  Inlaraat  lhau  thai  wlUi  which  wa  follow  thoaa  regiment* 
which  preceded  70a  and  thoaa  which  tread  In  700 r  foolatapa.  And  lo 
70a,  poraoually,  I  wlah  lo  axpraa*  B17  thaoka  for  tha  •luiat,  coo.ldorata, 
Judicium  conduct  which  characlariaad  7011T  whola  acllou  In  tha  urgent- 
aatioa  of  jour  camiaand. 

-  1  hop*  I  chill  haar  often  from  70a.  A07  support  which  I  can  afford 
to  tha  regiment  undar  lie  national  auaplcee  I  .(.all  be  (lad  to  axtaud, 
and  Ibegyuu  aerer  lo 


"lam 

»  Your  friend  and 

"Joan  A.ABDB.W" 

In  August,  1861,  Col.  Couch,  having  evinced  rare 
ability  in  disciplining  his  command,  was  promoted 
brigadier-general.  On  the  reorganization  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
a  division  in  Maj.-Gen.  Keyes*  corps,  and  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  battles  of  Fair  Oaks,  Malvern 
Hill,  and  Williamsburg,  and  for  his  bravery  and  gal- 
lantry was  promoted  major-general  of  volunteers,  July, 
1862.  He  participated  in  the  battles  iu  command  of 
a  division.  At  Antietam  was  assigned  the  command  of 
the  late  Oen.  Sumner's  corps.  He  afterwards  distin- 
guished himself  at  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and 
Chancellorsville,  under  Maj.-Qen.  Hooker.  He  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Susquehannah  in  1868;  was  also  in  command  of  a 
division  in  the  defeat  of  Oen.  Hood  at  Nashville. 
He  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  war  in  1865,  and  was 
appointed  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston.  He  has 
resided  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  about  twelve  years,  and 
for  several  years  has  held  the  office  of  adjutant-gen- 
eral of  that  Bute. 

The  adjutant-general  of  Massachusetts,  in  his  re- 
port of  1862,  referred  to  the  Seventh  Regiment  as 
follows : 

"This  regiment  is  composed  in  great  part  of  Bristol 
County  men,  recruited  by  Col.  (now  Brig.-Gen.) 
Couch,  and  is  composed  of  very  excellent  material." 


The  following  letter 
be  re  of  his  old  regiment  at  their 
be  read  with  interest: 

-  NaaWALC, 
"  Tb  tie  .aaaoeunW*  of  seern/*  RfimnU 
la  a 


to  the  mem- 
in  1874  will 


United  Slat**,  It  occurred  that  I 
meeting  by  wrltlag  a  law  Item*  of 


"Your  regiment,  though  not  the  ruj  Ant  one  organlted  for  three 
7eari'  aairlce,  had  a  beginning,  I  fancy,  prior  to  that  of  au7  other  from 


"The  Slat  or  December,  18*0,  I  wrote  a  loiter  to  live  adjutant-general 
or  the  Stale  to  the  effect  that  a  conflict  with  tha  South  wa*  Inevitable, 
aad  tendering  my  aenloea  to  the  Stale  Oen.  Sobouler  enewored  fab. 
1, 1M1. 

"On  the 20' h  of  April,  1KI,  Hon. Samuel  L. Orocker  introduced  aw  to 
OoTarnor  Andrew,  *t  th*  Sute-Iloua*,  touching  fur  aiy  wrier*  In  tha 
Mexican  war.  The  Governor,  after  hearing  a>7  trlewa,  referred  at*  to 
Ool.  Barge  an  I,  of  hi*  .tea,  whan  tha  Brat  a 
troop*  la  Brietol  County. 

■  You.  the  old  member*,  all  know  of  the  cuthuabum  *howu  In  II 
varku.  doubIi  town*,tb**qunJ4rlll»U7  iiljht,audlli*eno«ur*eein* 

glT.OU.h7l 


ml**,  which,  la  a  ■ 

order  of  hi*  Kxeellmc7  I 
atllullns  Hi.  Flftowth  Begira.atof  Infant^,  flrat  DirUloii.   The  order 
waa  of  data  May  11,  lefil 

-  An  order  of  the  earn*  date  from  headqaartert,  Ktret  Dirlaloa,  Mnaaa- 
chUMtl*  Volunteer  M  III tK  directed  the  raaipaa7  nffirer*  lo  aaanuble  at 
lite  Parker  lloua*  Ma7  SI,  1  Hoi ,  and  to  elect  Seld-officei*  fur  the  regi- 
ment.  Order*  front  tli*  aarne  headquarter*,  Mar  2H,  Hull,  t 
otflcen  were  elected,  cornrttleiloned,  and  qualified,  aa  follow*: 
"  Colonel,  Darin*  N.  Couch,  ef  Taunton. 
"  Ueuteuant-Oolonrl,  Cheater  W.  Oreea,  of  Fall  1 
"Major,  Daeld  K  Holman.of  AlUaboruagh. 
■  ||  waa  thu*  a  reginiuut  o( 
»a«wr»IOru>r,No.lx.oftl 


"  We  were  eoon  *n*r  changed  to  th*  8***nUi,  an 
borne  In  a  protracted  at  niggle  of  four  7*ere,  coueletlug  of  lung 
bard  UeiMMcka,  clo*el7-cont**ted  buttle*,  and  retreat*. 

"Ma7  7011  long  Ilea,  U17  gallant  cumnadoe.toaiijoy  7our 
honor  la  I  be  elncero  w  lab  of  70a  r  friend, 

"  D.  K.  Coocu." 

The  Eighteenth  Regiment  was  recruited  mainly 
from  Norfolk,  Bristol,  and  Plymouth  Counties.  It 
was  mustered  into  the  service  Aug.  27,  1861,  and  lea 
for  Washington  on  the  following  day,  under  command 
of  Col.  James  Barnes.  This  regiment  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Gaines"  Mills,  Second  Bull  Run,  Shep- 
ardston,  Fredericksburg,  Chancclloraville,  Gettysburg, 
Rappahannock  Station,  Wilderness,  SpotUylvaiiia, 
Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  and  Weldon  Railroad.  The 
regiment,  after  a  service  which  was  distinguished  for 
bravery  and  good  discipline,  wa*  mustered  out  Sept. 
2,  1864,  and  those  soldiers  whose  term  of  service  had 
not  expired  wero  transferred  to  the  Thirty-second 
Regiment. 

The  Twenty-third  Regiment  had  a  few  men  from 
Bristol  County.  This  regiment  left  the  Slalo  Nov.  II, 
1801,  and  cnciunpid  for  a  time  ul  Aniia|K»lia,  Md. 
It  formed  a  part  of  the  Biirnside  expedition,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  following  buttled:  Roanoke,  Newberne, 
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Rank'*  Mill*,  Kingston,  Whitehall,  Goldsboro',  Wil- 
ms'* Bridge,  Winton,  SmilhAeld,  Hcckman's  Farm, 
ArrowAeld  Church,  Drury's  Bluff,  Cold  Harbor,  and 
other  battles  before  Richmond,  nnd  Kingston,  Second 
Hull  Run.  Mustered  out  Sept.  14,  1864.  Rcmustcred 
men  and  recruita  remained  in  the  service  under  the 
same  designation  until  June  25,  I860. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  was  mustered  into 
the  service  or  the  United  States  Oct  18,  1861,  and 
was  mustered  out  Aug.  26,  1865.  It  had  about  one 
company  from  Bristol  County.  This  regiment  was  a 
legitimate  offspring  of  the  old  Sixth  Regiment,  which 
was  mobbed  in  Baltimore.  It  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  and  Fiaher'a 
Hill. 

The  Twenty-ninth  Regiment.— Seven  companies 
of  this  regiment  were  among  the  Arst  three  years' 
men  that  left  the  State.  They  were  sent  to  Fortress 
Monroe  to  All  up  the  ranks  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Militia  Regiments,  three  months'  men,  and  when  the 
terms  of  the  above  regiments  had  expired,  the  seven 
companies  became  known  as  the  First  Battalion  of 
Massachusetts  Volunteers.  Subsequently  three  new 
companies  were  organised  and  attached  to  this  bat- 
talion and  it  was  made  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment, 
and  Brig.-Gen.  E.  W.  Peirce,  of  the  Maasachuaetta 
Volunteer  Militia,  was  appointed  colonel. 

The  regiment  participated  in  the  battles  before 
Hichmond,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  Jackson,  Blue  Springs,  Campbell's  Station, 
siege  of  Knnxville,  Cold  Harbor. 

This  was  not  a  Bristol  County  regiment,  but  Col. 
Peirce,  its  commander,  was  and  still  ia  a  Bristol 
County  man.  In  one  of  Maj.  O'Neill's  reports,  in  re- 
ferring to  Gen.  Peirce,  he  says,  "  Col.  Ebenezer  W. 
Peirce,  who  lost  an  arm  in  the  battle  of  White  Oak 
Swamp,  has  my  sympathy,  and  in  so  soon  rejoining 
his  regiment  for  duty  proved  his  readiness  to  be  where 
a  soldier  should  be,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment."  It 
may  be  remarked  here  that  Gen.  Peirce  rejoined  his 
regiment  and  took  command  only  sixty  days  after  his 
arm  had  been  shot  ofTat  White  Oak  Swamp. 

Nov.  12,  1862,  Col  E.  W.  Peirce  was  detailed  upon 
recruiting  service,  and  ordered  to  report  to  Col.  Day 
at  Boston,  where  he  remained  until  relieved,  and 
immediately  resumed  command  of  his  regiment  at 
Newport  News,  March  21,  1863,  accompanying  it  to 
Paris,  Ky.,  when  he  was,  by  order  of  Gen.  Burnside, 
placed  in  command  of  all  the  Federal  forces  at  that 
post,  and  so  remained  until  July  20th,  when  he  was 
detailed  to  organise  the  First  Provisional  Regimentof 
Massachusetts,  encamped  on  Long  Island,  Boston 
Harbor,  and  returning  to  his  regiment  at  Nicholas- 
vllle,  Ky.,  August  28th,  was  immediately  placed  in 
command  of  the  brigade  to  which  this  regiment  was 
attached,  and  commanded  the  brigade  in  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  and  Virginia,  and  while  in  Tennessee 
was  for  a  time  in  command  of  the  First  Division  of 
the  Ninth  Corps. 
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Ebenrzbr  W.  Prircb  was  born  at  Assonet  vil- 
lage, in  Freetown,  April  6, 1822,  and  is  a  lineal  de- 
scendant in  the  sixth  generation  from  Abraham 
Peirce,  who  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  at  Ply- 
l  mouth  in  1623,  and  died  at  Dux  bury  in  or  near  1678. 
Isaac,  a  son  of  Abraham  Peirce,  performed  military 
service  for  Plymouth  Colony  in  King  Philip's  war 
(1675  and  1676),  for  which  he  was  awarded  a  land 
grant.  Isaac  Peirce  died  in  what  was  then  Middle- 
borough,  now  Lakeville,  Feb.  28,  1782,  aged  about 
seventy-one  years. 

Isaac  Peirce  left  sons  Thomas  and  Isaac,  Jr.  The 
latter,  becoming  a  Quaker,  had  a  family  of  four  sons, 
all  of  whom  save  one  left  the  religious  faith  and  prac- 
tice of  their  father ;  and  the  oldest  of  these  (Ebenezer 
by  name)  sent  three  sons  into  the  army  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war  (1755  to  1783),  and  six  into  the  pa- 
triot army  of  the  American  Revolution  (1775  to  1782), 
of  which  six  four  became  captains  in  that  service, 
and  one  Inst  his  life  before  having  time  to  atUin  pro- 
motion. Of  these  six  sons  was  Capt  Job  Peirce,  who 
served  in  both  the  French  and  Indian  war  and  the 
Revolution,  and  who  had  one  son  in  active  service  in 
the  coast-guard  as  a  major,  and  another  as  a  captain  in 
the  last  war  with  England  (1812  to  1815).  Oapt  Job 
Peirce  was  the  founder  or  donor  of  the  Peirce  Acad- 
emy, in  Middleborough,  and  paternal  grandfather  to 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  upon  the  maternal  side 
is  of  the  sixth  generation  from  Lieut.  Samuel  Gardi- 
ner, who  distinguished  himself  in  King  William's 
war  (1689  to  1692),  and  is  the  earliest  town  clerk  and 
treasurer  of  Freetown  of  whom  there  remains  a  record, 
and  was  a  principal  proprietor  of  what  is  still  known 
as  Gardiner's  Neck,  in  Swansea.  The  mother  of 
Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  was  a  daughter  of  Col.  Benjamin 
Weaver,  of  Freetown,  an  officer  in  patriot  army  of 
Revolution,  and  a  stanch  upholder  of  the  govern- 
ment in  the  Shay's  war,  or  Shay's  rebellion,  so  called, 
in  1786,  and  for  some  thirty  years  justice  of  a  court, 
and  distinguished  for  considerable  scholastic  attain- 
ments. 

Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  Peirce  Academy,  Middle- 
borough,  Mass.,  Bacon  Academy,  Colchester,  Conn., 
and  Durham  Academy,  at  Durham,  N.  H.  He  has 
been  elected  to  the  town  offices  of  selectman,  overseer 
of  the  poor,  assessor,  treasurer,  collector,  and  school 
committee,  and  appointed  to  the  county  offices  of  trial 
justice,  coroner,  notary  public,  commissioner  to  qualify 
civil  officers,  public  administrator,  and  prover  of  Are- 
arms,  and  from  tho  President  of  the  United  States 
received  the  appointment  of  collector  of  internal  rev- 
enue for  the  First  Congressional  District  of  Massa- 
chusetts. In  the  local  militia  of  Massachusetts  he 
has  held  thecommissions  of  lieutenant,  captain,  major, 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  brigadier-general,  and  in  the 
army  in  late  war  of  great  Rebellion  the  commission 
of  colonel. 

He  commanded  a  regiment  in  Virginia,  a  brigade 
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in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia,  and  for  a 
•hort  time  a  division  in  Tennessee.  HU  right  arm 
was,  by  a  cannon-ball,  shot  off  near  the  shoulder  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1862,  of  which  wound  he  was  ofT 
duty  only  thirty  days,  and  participated  in  another 
battle  in  leas  than  two  months.  He  was  before  and 
during  the  late  wax  largely  engaged  in  sheep  hus- 
bandry and  raising  of  wool,  and  while  he  had  on 
hand  a  very  large  quantity  the  prices  of  wool  went 
up  from  twenty-eight  cents  to  one  dollar  aud  eighteen 
cents  per  pound,  and  dropped  almost  as  much  imme- 
diately after  he  had  sold  out,  for,  said  he,  "  while 
most  people  advised  me  to  sell  I  would  not  dispose  of 
a  pound,  but  as  soon  as  almost  every  body  advised  me 
to  hold  on  I  made  haste  to  sell  the  whole  and  did  not 
get  rid  of  it  a  moment  too  soon."  From  youth  he 
has  given  much  time  and  attention  to  the  reading 
of  the  Bible,  making  it  for  several  years  the  role  of 
his  life  to  read  it  through  every  twelve  months,  and 
is  yet  a  thoroughly  confirmed  materialist,  in  whose 
mind  reason  takes  the  place  of  revelation  and  science 
has  demolished  superstition.  Since  the  war  he  has 
written  considerable  for  newspapers  and  became  the 
author  of  several  books  upon  local  history,  biography, 
and  genealogy. 

Although  having  attained  to  more  than  threescore 
years  and  suffered  the  hardships  incident  to  nearly 
four  years'  service  in  the  late  war,  more  than  two 
years  of  which  were  performed  after  the  loss  of  his 
right  arm,  he  still  enjoys  almost  unimpaired  health, 
and  it  practically  a  comparatively  young  man,  ull  of 
which  he  ascribes  to  a  naturally  strong  constitution, 
abstemious  habits,  ever  totally  ignoring  tobacco  and 
all  forma  of  gambling,  and  that  he  has,  during  the 
most  of  his  life,  not  allowed  himself  to  be  incumbered 
with  the  burdens,  sources,  and  anxious  care  of  more 
than  one  world  at  a  time. 

The  Thirty-eighth  Regiment  was  mustered  into 
the  service  Aug.  24, 1862,  aud  was  mustered  out  June 
SO,  1865.  One  company  of  the  regiment  (H)  was  re- 
cruited in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county,  princi- 
pally from  New  Bedford,  Dartmouth,  and  Westport. 
The  regiment  participated  in  the  following  engage- 
ments: Cane  River,  Mansura,  Port  Hudson,  Opequan, 
Fisher's  Hill,  and  Cedar  Creek. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Regiment  was  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  Sept-  4,  1862,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  June  2, 1865.  There  was  one  company  in 
this  regiment  from  Bristol  County,  Company  F  from 
Taunton.  The  Thirty-ninth  participated  in  the 
following  engagements:  Mine  Run,  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Bethesda  j 
Church,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Dabney's  | 
Mills,  Gravelly  Run,  and  Five  Forks. 

The  Fortieth  Regiment  had  one  company  from 
this  county,  chiefly  from  Attleborough,  Company  H. 
The  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  service  Sept.  6, 
1862,  and  was  mustered  out  June  16,  1865. 

It  participated  in  the  following  engagements:  En- 


gagements oo  the  Blackwater,  bombardments  of  Forts 
Sumter  and  Wagner,  siege  of  Charleston.  Olustee, 
Cedar  Creek,  Ten-Mile  Run,  Jacksonville,  Drury's 
Bluff,  Cold  Harbor,  Fort  Harrison,  Fair  Oaks,  and 
the  several  battles  before  Petersburg  and  Richmond. 
This  was  one  of  the  best  regiment*  in  the  service. 

The  Forty-seventh  Regiment  (niue  months)  was 
recruited  chiuily  by  Lucius  B.  Marsh,  of  Boston.  Coiu- 
i  pany  C,  Capt.  L.  T.  Starkoy,  wus  from  Attleborough, 
and  Company  D,  Capt.  A.  8.  Cushman,  was  from  New 
Bedford.  The  regiment  lea  Boston  Nov.  29,  1862, 
and  proceeded  to  New  York,  where  it  remained  until 
December  21st,  when  it  sailed  for  New  Orleans,  ar- 
riving there  on  the  31st,  and  on  the  following  day  pro- 
ceeded to  Carrollton,  aud  January  2d  went  into  camp. 
The  regiment  remained  in  the  defenses  of  New  Or- 
leans during  its  term  of  service,  its  loss  being  twenty 
by  death .  It  was  mustered  out  at  Readville,  Sept.  1, 
1863. 

The  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  was  recruited  at  Read- 
ville, and  lea  for  the  front  April  28, 1864,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.-Col.  John  C.  Whiton.  There  were 
several  companies  from  Bristol  County  in  this  regi- 
ment. The  regiment  joined  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac only  a  few  days  previous  to  the  advance  towards 
Richmond,  and  suffered  severely  in  oflicers  and  men. 

Cavt.  Frankly*  Howi.and  is  a  descendant  of 
Henry  Howland,  who  was  iu  Plymouth  Colony  as 
early  as  1624.  It  is  supposed  that  Johu  Howlund,  of 
the  "Mayflower,"  and  Henry  were  brothers.  The  de- 
scent comes  from  Henry'  through  Zocth*,  Nathaniel*, 
James',  Thomas*,  Thomas*,  William',  Stephen*,  and 
Franklyn*.  Zoeth'ssons,  Nathaniel,  llcujumin.  Henry, 
and  Nicholas,  were  among  the  original  proprietors 
and  settlers  of  old  Dartmouth.  They  were  sturdy, 
well  to  do,  highly-respected  men.  The  Howlands  of 
this  part  of  Bristol  County  all  trace  their  descent 
from  three  brothers.  Franklyu's  grandfather,  Wil- 
liam, above  meutioned,  married  Innocent  Wilber,  of 
Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  where  he  settled,  and  was  fre- 
quently honored  with  public  office.  Innocent  wus  a 
daughter  of  William  Wilbur,  who  was  bom  in  Eng- 
land in  1580,  and  whose  son  Samuel  wus  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  the  island  of  Rhode  Islund. 
Her  nephew,  Philip  Wilbor,  was  formerly  Governor 
of  that  State.  Her  cousin,  John  Wilbor,  was  leader 
of  the  "Wilborite"  ruction  of  Friouds.  His  father 
Stephen  married  Lucy  P.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Israel 
Washburn,  u  descendant  of  John  Washburn,  who 
was  a  resident  of  Evanshain,  county  of  Worcester, 
England,  Secretary  of  the  Council  of  Plymouth  in 
Englaud,  and  the  first  secretary  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  in  America.  He  subsequently  moved  with 
the  Plymouth  Colony,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  Bridgewater,  the  descent  being  John', 
John',  James1,  MoscV,  Moses*,  Jr.,  Lcttice*,  Israel'. 
Rev.  Israel  Washburn  was  born  in  Acushnct,  24th  10th 
month,  1796.  At  an  early  age  he  took  orders  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  continued  in  the 
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itinerancy  most  of  the  time  till  lie  died.  His  last  ap- 
pointment by  the  Conference  was  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Acushnet  village,  but  he  did  not 
live  to  move  to  it 

He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  all  moral  reforms, 
especially  of  total  abstinence  and  anti-slavery,  being 
classed  with  the  Garrison  abolitionists.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  resident  of  Acushnet.  In  1862,  then 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  he  offered  his  services  to 
the  government,  and  was  made  chaplain  of  the 
Twelfth  Massachusetts  Volunteer*  September  1st  of 
that  year.  At  the  battle  of  Antietam  he  contracted  a 
disease  of  which  he  died  April  28,  1864.  His  son, 
Capt  A.  Gardiner  Washburn,  a  former  resident  of 
Acushnet,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University  and  the 
Albany  Law  School,  subsequently  a  newspaper  editor, 
also  died  of  disease  contracted  in  the- service.  A  re- 
markable incident  of  record  is  that  Moses,  Jr.,  waa 
in  the  Revolutionary  war;  hia  son  Lettico  in  the 
Revolution  and  war  of  1812  ;  hia  grandson  Israel,  his 
great-grandson  A.  Gardiner,  and  hia  great-great- 
grandson  Franklyn  in  the  last  war.  A  United  States 
pension  was  granted  on  account  of  the  last  four,  and 
the  last  three  held  the  same  rank. 

Capt.  Howland  was  born  in  Little  Compton,  R.  I., 
but  became  a  resident  of  Westport,  Mass.,  the  follow- 
ing year.  His  opportunities  for  an  education  were 
exceedingly  limited.  With  the  exception  of  six 
months,  his  studies  were  pursued  in  a  mixed  country 
school,  "much  of  the  time,"  he  says,  "In  a  house 
where  daylight  could  be  seen  through  the  roof,  and 
high  winds  would  come  through  cracks  in  the  walls 
with  sufficient  force  to  turn  the  leaves  of  a  book." 
He  was  in  school  but  twelve  months  after  his  four- 
teenth birthday.  Since  then,  however,  he  has  allowed 
no  opportunity  to  pass  to  acquire  by  close  observation, 
by  careful  reading,  and  by  intercourse  with  intelli- 
gent minds  that  practical  information  which  has 
given  him  menial  power  and  success. 

At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  employment 
of  an  importing  house  in  New  York  City,  and  con- 
tinued there  till  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  Pass- 
ing down  town  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  April, 
1861,  he  saw  bulletined  on  the  newspaper  boards  the 
exciting  news  of  the  attack  on  the  Sixth  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers  in  the  streets  of  Baltimore.  The  in- 
herited patriotism,  which  hud  been  by  no  means 
dormant,  now  reached  a  while-beat.  He  enrolled 
himself  at  once,  being  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  as 
a  private  in  the  Fourteenth  New  York  8tate  Militia, 
or  Brooklyn,  where  he  resided.'  The  regiment  was 
soon  ordered  to  the  front.  It  passed  through  Balti- 
more very  soon,  and  was  quartered  at  Washington 
in  the  Senate  chamber  of  the  capilol.  He  was  in 
the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  when  the  newspapers  re- 
ported him  killed,  but  he  received  only  a  flesh-wound. 
After  a  year's  service  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
(where  he  received  his  first  commission),  he  was  as- 
signed to  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  South  with 


the  Ninth  Army  Corp*.  A  part  of  the  time  spent 
there  he  was  on  staff  duty  a 


shal.  During  his  service  he  was  a  prisoner  of  war 
nearly  a  year  continuously.  This  time  was  about 
equally  divided  between  Libby  and  Salisbury  prison 
pens,  under  Winder  and  Win:,  and  New  Orleans. 
The  hardships  and  privations  endured  here  resulted 
in  a  sickness  which  nearly  proved  fatal,  and  left  him 
with  a  ptirtially  paralyzed  condition  of  the  spinal 
cord.  Since  this  event  he  has  not  stepped  without 
assistance,  and  requires  a  constant  attendant.  He  re- 
signed In  April,  1864,  having  been  in  service  three 
years  on  the  19th  of  that  month. 

Though  totally  incapacitated  from  manual  labor, 
his  vigorous  mind  seeks  employment  He  edits  the 
agricultural  department  of  the  New  Bedford  Standard, 
and  has  since  the  incorporation  of  that  department 
in  this  enterprising  paper,  January,  1876,  which  de- 
partment he  suggested  to  the  publishers.  He  haB 
been  president  of  the  South  Bristol  Farmers'  Club,  a 
flourishing  agricultural  organisation,  since  it  was  in- 
stituted. Hia  boyhood  was  passed  on  a  large  farm. 
Since  the  war  he  has  been  a  close  observer  of  agri- 
cultural and  horticultural  pursuits,  and  for  the  past 
ten  years  a  farm  on  which  he  resides,  situated  on  the 
Fairhaven  road,  in  the  town  of  Acushnet,  has  been 
cultivated  under  his  immediate  supervision.  Ho  is 
actively  interested  in  the  anti-liquor  and  Sunday- 
school  causes,  is  president  of  the  Acushnet  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Bristol  County  Sunday-School  Asso- 
ciations. He  is  now  engaged  in  preparing  for  the 
press  a  genealogy  of  the  Howland  family,  and  ia 
working  up  a  complete  history  of  Methodism  within 
the  boundaries  of  old  Dartmouth.  The  use  of  a  pen 
being  extremely  difficult,  and  at  times  impossible, 
much  of  his  writing  is  done  by  an  amanuensis. 

He  studied  two  years  for  the  medical  profession, 
but  not  recovering,  as  ho  had  hoped,  he  abandoned  it. 
He  has  no  aspirations  for  political  office,  but  was  on 
the  board  of  school  committee  of  Westport  for  two 
years,  and  was  a  candidate  of  the  anti-license  faction 
of  the  Republican  party  of  Westport  in  1869,  when 
five  of  his  competitors'  votes  would  have  secured  his 
election  at  the  polls.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Capt.  Howland  married  Emma  II.,  daughter  of 
Capt.  James  II.  and  Emily  G.  Hallett,  of  Barnstable, 
Maas.  Her  father  was  a  master-mariner.  They  have 
had  three  children, — Grace  (deceased),  Le  Roy,  and 
Max.  Capt.  Howland  is  a  man  of  pleasing  address 
and  winning  magnetism.  He  is  often  called  upon  to 
address  various  bodies  and  public  assemblies,  and  has 
an  earnest,  convincing  oratory,  not  unmixed  with 
humor  and  wit,  which  always  serves  to  drive  home  a 
point  Asa  writer,  he  is  graphic  and  concise,  evincing 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject  in  hand.  Labor- 
ing under  disadvantages  which  would  appall  many 
able  men,  his  perseverance  and  will  cause  him  to  ac- 
complish more  actual  labor  than  many  men  of  per- 
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,  health.  He  is  a  representative  man,  and  remark- 
able in  many  respects. 

Our  military  hiatory  is  cloaed.  We  have  faith  tolly 
traced  the  liiiiory  of  the  various  regimenta,  and  it 
has  been  our  honest  endeavor  to  place  before  the 
people  of  Bristol  County  a  truthful  record  of  her  gal- 
lant sons  who  risked  their  lives  in  the  defense  of 
their  country.  We  have  sought  to  deal  justly  with 
all,  and  give  deserving  credit  to  each  and  every 
regiment. 

While  the  history  is  a  record  of  many  of  the  severest 
battles  of  the  war,  it  is  not  in  any  particular  over- 
drawn ;  it  is  a  "  plain,  unvarnished  tale."  It  has 
been  impossible  to  sketch  many  individual  acts  of 
heroism,  but  these  were  not  wanting. 

Bristol  County  may  justly  feel  proud  of  her  sol- 
diery, as  no  section  of  our  country  acted  a  more 
prominent  or  honorable  rUt  in  the  great  tragedy. 

Eighteen  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  close  of 
the  Rebellion,  ami  we  And  our  country  a  united  and 
prosperous  people.  Sectional  strife  is  rapidly  passing 
away,  and  the  same  hand  strews  flowers  alike  on  the 
graves  of  the  Blue  and  the  Gray. 
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NEW  BEDFORD. 
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Nuw  Bedford  liea  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county,  and  i*  bounded  aa  follows:  On  the  north  by 
Freetown ;  on  the  east  by  Acusbnet  River,  which 
separates  it  from  Acushnet  and  Fairbaven ;  on  the 
south  by  Buzzard's  Bay ;  and  on  the  west  by  Dart- 
mouth. The  surface  of  the  town  ia  generally  level 
and  the  soil  fertile. 

The  first  reference  found  in  the  Plymouth  Colony 
records  iu  relation  to  the  territory  of  Dartmouth  is 
under  date  of  Dec  1,  1640,  twenty  years  after  the 
arrival  of  the  "Mayflower."  By  an  order  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  March,  1639,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
purchasers  or  "  old-comeri"  should  make  choice  of  two 
or  three  plantations  for  themselves  and  their  heirs  by 
court.    When  the  time  came  it  was 
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found  that  the  choice  had  been  made,  and  the  returns 
of  the  three  tracts  selected  were  made  and  recorded. 
All  the  selections  were  upon  the  coast. 

The  following  description  of  the  tract  called  "Tho 
Second  Place,"  taken  in  connection  with  the  language 
of  the  conveyance  afterwards  made  by  the  Indian 
chiefs  Waaamequin  and  Wamautta,  indicates  with 
sufficient  accuracy  that  it  was  intended  to  describe 
the  territory  that  twenty-four  years  afterwards  con- 
stituted the  town  of  Dartmouth.  The  language  and 
orthography  of  Hie  records  are  given. 

"The  second  place  of  a  place  called  Acconqiiesae 
al'  Acokers,  w**  lyeth  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  ad- 
joining to  the  west  side  of  Poqnt  Pen  ill.  and  two 
miles  to  the  western  side  of  the  said  river,  to  aiiother 
place,  called  Acquasent  River,  w"1  entretli  at  the  west- 
ern end  of  Nickatag,  and  two  miles  to  the  eastward 
thereof,  and  to  extend  eight  miles  into  the  country." 

By  this  allotment  of  territory  no  title  was  acquired. 
It  was  owned  by  the  Indians  and  occupied  by  them. 

Early  Settlement  of  Dan  mouth.  Dartmouth 
was  one  of  the  last  towns  of  the  Plymouth  Colony 
incorporated.  The  first  record  which  we  have  of  it 
is  dated  two  hundred  and  twenty-nino  years  ago, 
thirty-four  yean  after  the  landing  on  Plymouth  Rock. 
On  the  29th  of  November,  1654,  a  conveyance  was 
made  by  Waaamequin,  an  Indian  chief,  and  Wam- 
autta, his  son,  of  the  territory  now  comprising  the 
towns  of  Westport,  Dartmouth,  New  Bedford,  Fair- 
haven,  and  Acushnet  to  William  Bradford,  dipt. 
Standisb,  Thomas  Soulhworth,  John  Winslow,  John 
Cook,  and  their  associates,  the  purchasers,  aa  "  old- 
comers."  The  tract  conveyed  is  tliu*  described :  "A 
tract  of  land  known  by  the  name  of  Accusheud,  alia* 
Aquset,  entering  in  at  the  western  end  of  Nakals,  and 
to  the  now  Cookset,  aliat  Ackees,  and  places  adjacent, 
the  bounds  of  which  tract  fully  extend  through  miles 
to  the  eastward  of  the  moat  easterly  part  of  the  river 
or  bay  Accushenak  aforesaid,  and  so  along  the  seaside 
to  the  river  called  Cookset,  lying  on  the  west  side  of 
Point  Perril,  and  to  the  most  westermoal  aide  of  any 
branch  of  the  aforesaid  river,  and  extending  eight 
miles  into  the  woods,  with  all  marshes,  meadows, 
rivers,  waters,  woods,  and  appurtenances  thereto  be- 
longing." 

For  this  large  tract  Waaamequcn  and  Wamautta 
received  thirty  yards  of  cloth,  eight  tnoose-akius,  fif- 
teen axes,  fifteen  hoes,  fifteen  pairs  of  breeches,  eight 
blankets,  two  kettles,  one  cloak,  two  pounds  of  wam- 
pum, eight  pairs  of  stockings,  eight  pairs  of  shoes, 
one  tin  pot,  and  ten  shillings  in  other  commodities, 
which  phrase  being  interpreted  probably  meant  rum 
and  tobacco.  The  grantors,  father  and  son,  agree 
within  one  year  to  remove  all  the  Indians  from  the 
tract.  This  condition  certainly  was  not  complied 
with,  and  it  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  tho 
Indiana  were  not  removed  from  this  favorite  portion 
of  their  territory  that  the  two  chiefs  who  for  this  beg- 
garly inventory  of  breeches,  blankets,  and  other  < 
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moditiea  undertook  to  barter  away  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  the  tribe  hail  as  little  authority  to  make 
the  transfer  as  they  hml  power  to  enforce  the  cruel 
stipulation  that  provided  for  the  banishment  of  the 
rightful  owners  of  the  soil.'  Previous  to  this  date 
there  were  no  doubt  some  settlers  upon  this  territory. 

As  early  as  1660,  Ralph  Russell  came  to  Dartmouth, 
and  in  company  with  Anthony  Slocuni,  his  companion 
into  the  wilderness,  established  an  iron-works  at  Rus- 
sell's Mills.  They  were  from  the  neighboring  settle- 
ment of  Taunton. 

To  the  Russell*  is  due  the  honor  of  having  been 
the  founders  of  this  community,  and  from  that  early 
day,  over  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago,  there  has 
been  no  time  in  the  annals  of  the  old  mother-town  of 
Dartmouth  or  of  the  vigorous  branches  of  the  parent 
tree  when  the  name  of  Russell  was  not  borne  by  many 
here  whose  enterprise  and  perseverance  proved  them 
worthy  descendants  of  him  who  pitched  his  tent  in 
the  wilderness,  and,  surrounded  by  the  wondering  and 
it  may  be  hostile  sons  of  the  soil,  caused  the  stillness 
of  the  forest  for  the  first  time  to  be  broken  by  the 
clangor  of  water-driven  machinery. 

In  1664,  Dartmouth  was  incorporated,  and  John 
Russell,  the  first  representative  sent  by  the  inhabitants 
to  the  General  Court  at  Plymouth,  took  his  seat  among 
the  rulers  of  the  people  the  next  year. 

John  Cook  seems  to  have  been  the  only  person 
named  among  the  grantees  of  the  territory  who  be- 
came an  inhabitant  of  the  town.  His  house  was 
situated  at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the  settlement, 
near  what  is  now  called  the  Head  of  the  River.  The 
second  year  he  took  Russell's  place  as  representative 
at  the  headqnarters  of  the  Old  Colony,  and  from  that 


•  a  copy  i>(  I  hie  dead : 

"  Niw  Pi.THOtrro,  N>"»mb»r  tha  SMh,  16M. 
"  Know  ell  moo  by  the**  preeehta,  thai  I.  Weeamennen,  And  W  am- 
entia, mr  n,  ham  eol.l  nnto  Hr.  William  nrndford.  Captain  Hundleh, 
Thorn**  StMithworlh,  John  Wlnaluw,  John  Ouoke,  and  thHr  aaaoclatM, 
the  pot  reliant n  or  old-comera,  all  tha  tract  or  tract*  of  land  lying  thra* 
mlleoewetwenl  from  a  rlrer  railed  CmhattaKR.  to  a  certain  harbour  called 
Aeonfceett,  to  a  Sat  rock  on  the  weetwanl  elde  of  thoeeid  harbour.  And 
I  barlwar  dlrldelh  Itself  Inloaereral  branchea,  the  treat- 
i  In  be  tha  bound,  and  all  lha  tract  or  If  acta  of  land  from 
the  a.M  Wr.ler«nwet  arm  to  the  amid  rlrer  of  Cn.henagg,  three  mil™ 
I  of  the  earnr.  with  all  the  profit,  and  benefit*  within  lha  aald 
Ih  all  lha  rlrere,  ereeke,  maadowa,  nec  k  a,  and  lelaadj  that  lye  In 
i  the  aame,  and  from  tha  era  npward  to  go  ">  <»•'  the 
yed  by  tha  hunting  of  Ui*  Indiana  In  any  amt 


more  all  the  Indiana  within  a  year  from  the  date  hereof  that  do  lire  In 
IhaaaM  tract  Ami  we,  Iheeeld  Weaameqnea  *nd  Wejoentla.  hare  fully 
hargnliMd  and  aoht  unto  the  aruraaald  Mr.  William  Bradford,  Captain 
Stamlleh. Thntnaa  Sonthworlh,  John  Wlnilow,  John  Cooke,  and  the  reel 
of  tltetr  anroelati-e,  the  pnnhaerr*  or  ohi-cuaif  re,  lo  hare  and  to  hold  for 
them  and  their  Itelta  atrd  welgiie  forever.  And  In  eoraldaratloa  hereof, 
we  the  abore-nienUoned  are  lo  pay  to  the  aald  Weaamennea  and  Warn, 
antla  ee  follaweth:  Catrfr  yard*  nj  rinOt,  rij/M  teener  fctftat,  Jl/tten  area, 
JlfUr%  Aoee,  jl/lern  p*t>  e/  brerraef,  rftfU  efaaeere,  fire  ittttti,  one  rtoak,  £3 
<n  nm mf<m»t  etreW  pair  iforl-ieer.  eiyrW  pair  of  eaear.  ewe  irwa  pot;  ami  (ea 
i  ta  rtwetaer  eeraa»edafir.  And  In  wllneae  hereof  we  hare  Inter- 
I  la  oar  handa  the  day  and  year  aboea  written. 
Ma  pr~er.ee  of 


time  to  the  year  1674,  when  Indian  hostility  leveled 
every  habitation  and  drove  every  white  inhabitant 
from  the  territory,  the  two  Johns,  situated  at  the  ter- 
mini of  a  line  drawn  diagonally  across  the  town,  con- 
tinued to  discharge  the  duties  of  attending  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  good  people  of  Dartmouth  in  the  cou  n  cils 
of  the  colony. 

liurdemtome,  doubtless,  to  these  distant  settlers 
was  the  task  of  attending  to  the  affairs  of  state  at 
Plymouth,  and  it  was  found  necessary  in  those  good 
old  times  to  impose  upon  any  person  chosen  to  the 
office  of  Governor  who  should  refuse  to  accept  the 
same  a  fine  of  twenty  pound*.  It  may  be  with  pro- 
priety supposed  that  the  office  of  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  was  not  sought  after  with  much  eagerness. 

These  hardy  pioneers  in  the  wilderness  well  knew 
that  although  legislation  was  a  very  good  thing  in  its 
place  and  not  to  be  neglected,  it  was  no  substitute  for 
the  axe  and  the  plow,  the  forge  and  the  anvil,  in  the 
great  work  of  preparing  the  land  to  become  a  com- 
fortable and  pleasant  habitation. 

In  the  periods  which  intervened  between  the  incor- 
poration of  the  town  and  its  destruction  by  the  natives, 
eleven  years,  John  Russell  was  five  years  and  John 
Cook  six  years  the  town's  delegate  to  the  court. 

For  about  three  years  there  is  a  blank  in  the  politi- 
cal  annals  of  Dartmouth.  A  year  or  two  after  the 
close  of  the  war  with  Metacom  the  old  town  again 
comes  upon  the  stage,  and  the  reappearance  of  Rus- 
sell and  Cook  in  their  old  places  in  the  court-house 
at  Plymouth  conveys  the  double  information  of  the 
re-settlement  of  the  territory  and  the  continued  popu- 
larity of  the  men  who  had  shared  between  them  all 
the  honor  of  representing  the  people. 

It  was  in  1679  that  Dartmouth  had  so  far  recovered 
from  the  devastation  of  the  war  as  to  be  called  upon 
to  send  a  delegate  to  Plymouth.  Cook  was  that  year 
sent,  and  continued  to  occupy  the  post  until  1682, 
when  Russell  was  again  elected.  The  next  two  years 
Cook  Mistains  the  burden,  and  then  for  the  first  time 
a  new  name  is  found  upon  the  records  of  the  Supreme 
Council  as  furnishing  the  Dartmouth  quota  of  the 
assembled  wisdom. 

For  one  year,  1685,  Joseph  Tripp  was  the  represen- 
tative to  the  General  Court  Russell  does  not  again 
appear  as  a  public  man. 

John  Russell,  who  with  his  father,  Ralph  Russell, 
and  Anthony  Slocum,  operated  the  iron  forge  at  Rus- 
sell's Mills,  and  whose  death  occurred  in  1694,  did  not 
reside  within  the  limits  of  the  present  city.  His  eon 
Joseph  was  born  in  1660,  and  during  the  war  lived  at 
the  Apponagansett  garrison,  where  his  twin  sons 
Joseph  and  John  were  born  Nov.  22,  1679.  He 
moved  from  the  Apponagansett  River  to  the  Acushnet 
prior  to  1711,  and  resided  at  what  is  now  the  corner 
of  County  and  South  8treets.  Joseph  Russell,  born 
at  the  garrison,  afterwards  resided  at  what  is  now  the 
corner  of  County  and  Bush  Streets,  where  in  my  boy- 
hood stood  the  "little  school-house,"  in  whose  yard 
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wu  the  well  used  by  thin  early  settler.  The  title  of 
the  landa  of  the  Rusaells  was  confirmed  by  Her  Majes- 
ty'* (Queen  Anne's)  juaticea  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  May  26, 171 1 .  The 
survey  had  been  made  by  Benjamin  Crane,  who,  under 
the  "eight  hundred  acre  division,"  eatablished  the 
original  boundaries. 

The  son  of  the  last-named  Joseph  Ruaaell,  also 
named  Joseph,  was  born  on  the  8th  of  October,  1719, 
and  died  on  the  16th  of  October,  1804,  aged  eighty- 
five  years.  We  may  fairly  consider  this  last-named 
Joseph  Russell  as  the  founder  of  New  Bedford.  He 
owned  the  tract  of  land  bounded  ou  the  south  by 
land  of  his  brother  Caleb,  the  division  lines  being 
midway  between  the  present  Bedford  and  Russell 
Streets,  and  on  the  north  by  land  of  Mnnasseh  Keiup- 
ton,  whose  division  line  was  bctweeu  the  present 
Elm  and  William  Streeta,  and  bounded  easterly  by 
the  river.  His  homestead  was  ou  the  County  road, 
as  it  was  called,  between  the  present  court-house  and 
the  residence  of  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Morgan.  He  ia 
described  as  "a man  of  great  industry, prudence, and 
enterprise,  and  of  strict  integrity  of  character,  a  large 
farmer  and  extensive  land-owner."  He  was  also  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business,  owning  several  vessels 
trading  at  Southern  ports  and  the  West  Indies.  Ho 
was  the  first  to  engage  in  the  whale-fishery  and  to 
establish  a  sperm-oil  factory  in  New  Bedford. 

In  1686,  Cook,  for  the  twelfth  time,  was  returned 
as  a  delegate  to  the  General  Court.  He  was  the  last 
representative  sentry  Dartmouth  to  Plymouth  under 
the  independent  charter  of  the  colony. 

For  a  short  period  the  despotism  of  Sir  Edmund 
Andros  saved  the  people  of  the  colony  the  necessity 
of  any  representation  in  the  government.  With  his 
administration  closed  the  political  existence  of  Ply- 
mouth as  an  independent  State.  United  with  Mas- 
sachusetts, its  history  is  mingled  with  that  of  this  an- 
cient commonwealth.  This  was  probably  the  end  of 
Cook's  political  career,  and  it  is  most  likely  that  the 
close  of  bis  earthly  soon  followed.  In  a  confirmatory 
deed  of  William  Bradford,  Governor,  in  1694,  his 
name  ia  not  mentioned  upon  the  list  of  proprietors. 

Both  the  other*  who  had  with  him  shared  the  rep- 
resentative honors  of  the  town  are  named  in  the  in- 


Anthony  Slocum  was  the  companion  and  business 
i  of  the  founder  of  the  town.  This  individual, 
:endanta  are  numerous  upon  the  territory 
of  the  ancient  town  of  Dartmouth,  and  whose  name 
was  early  given  to  a  portion  of  that  territory  which 
it  still  retains,  does  not  appear  to  have  transmitted 
that  name  to  posterity  in  connection  with  the  occu- 
pancy of  public  station.  Two  of  his  descendants, 
however,  were  active  in  the  affair*  of  the  town, — 
Holder  Slocum,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  father  and  son.  The 
father  is  probably  entitled  to  the  notoriety  of  having 
been  elected  representative  to  the  General  Court  a 
greater  number  of  times  than  any  other  individual 


who  ever  was  clothed  with  the  honors  of  the  office. 
It  is  believed  that  for  a  period  of  nearly  thirty  year* 
he  was  a  member  of  the  General  Court  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

It  is  said  that  one  year  the  good  people  of  Dart- 
mouth decided  to  permit  Squire  Slocum  to  remain  at 
home.  This  strange  event  in  the  history  of  the  town, 
although  it  was  no  doubt  well  known  to  the  person 
most  interested,  the  rejected  squire,  was  not  in  due 
form  communicated  to  the  old  mare,  the  faithful  ani- 
mal who  for  many  years  had  annually  borne  to  the 
metropolis  her  honored  roaster,  the  able  and  popular 
representative  of  Dartmouth.  The  time  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Court  drew  near,  and  the  well- 
trainod  and  experienced  companion  of  the  Dartmouth 
legislator  instinctively  apprised  of  the  fact,  and  not  as 
usual  feeling  the  weight  of  her  master's  portly  person 
and  well-lined  saddle-bags  upon  her  back,  concluded 
there  was  some  mistake  in  the  matter,  and  without 
further  parley  or  delay  started  for  Boston. 

The  town  of  Dartmouth  was  slow  of  growth.  For 
the  furmcr  it  had  few  attractions.  Much  of  the  soil 
was  poor,  and  it  was  long  in  recovering  from  the  blow 
which  was  given  to  the  settlement  by  the  extermina- 
ting hostility  of  the  Indians. 

Indian  History.  -  In  1676  this  locality  was  devas- 
tated by  a  cruel  Indian  war,  full  of  barbarity  and 
atrocity,  carried  on  by  King  Philip,  the  younger 
brother  of  Wainsutta. 

Five  years  previous  to  this  time  the  following  agree- 
ment was  made  at  the  DarLmouth  Indian  encampment 
under  date  Sept.  4,  1671 : 

"  MutOaUMBoa.— That  we,  lb*  Indiana  llrlug  near  about  ll.o  loan  of 

Dartmouth,  In  the  Jartedtelton  of  Maw  Pl/aivulli,  wti.w*  ara  hara 

underwritten, do  frealj  own  uureelvee  to  be  lojral auUJacu  to  Ilia  Majaaty 
of  Knclaixl,  and  lo  lila  Colony  of  Maw  I'lyuaoulh ;  and  do  thereby  aol- 
ilualjr  aufaf*  uureelvee and  oura  to be  aabj it  l  lo  Ilia  il  f '•  authority 
illtfully  and  friendly  lowartla  tliaan ; 
If  wa  brer  of  any  mallduue  daeigti 
it  lo  eunie  of  that.  with  all  et-od,  and 
that  alao  Hut  wa  thai  I  ba  ready  lo  eSord  II.,  m  any  a*eiet*o«e  .,.,..„. 


C  Batwaan  to  k  SO 
Indiana  living  near 

or  In  tha  tows  or 

Dartmouth.") 


■  Nona*. 
M  MaiMwKOn. 
"  Jwraav. 

"  Jamii 

•*  Joan,  tie." 


The  names  of  the  Indian*  making  this  engagement 
are  not  given.  Those  annexed  appear  to  have  bouti 
the  witnesses  to  the  instrument.  This  engagement  ia 
important  in  its  connection  with  two  other  events  in 
the  annals  of  the  town, — the  conveyance  to  Cook  and 
other*  by  Wasemeqiien  and  Wamsutta  in  1664,  and 
the  infamous  enslaving  expatriation  of  the  Dartmouth 
Indiana  in  1676.  Hero  the  right  of  the  Indians,  not- 
withstanding the  stipulations  of  the  gloed  from  the 
two  chiefs  to  a  residence  upon  the  soil,  is  clearly 
recognised. 

All  rights  which  the  Indians  may  have  had  were 
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subsequently  violated  by  the  New  Plymouth  govern- 
ment, when  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  sons  of  the 
•oil  were  seined  and  sold  into  slavery.  This  act  of 
treachery  naturally  aroused  within  the  breast  of  the 
Indians  feelings  of  most  bitter  hatred  and  deep-seated 
revenge. 

The  rulers  were  unprepared  to  defend  the  colony 
against  the  storm  which  they  had  brought  upon  their 
head;.  In  their  distress  they  again  called  u|ton  CapU 
Benj.  Church,  who  had  been  treated  by  them  with 
ingratitude,  insult,  and  neglect,  because  he  had  dared 
to  raise  the  voice  of  remonstrance  and  condemnation 
because  of  their  treacherous  act  He  was,  however, 
at  length  pacified.  Tradition  tells  us  that  he  whittled 
himself  into  tho  belief  that  it  was  his  duty  to  protect 
the  settlement  against  the  threatened  destruction. 
Using  a  knife  for  some  trifling  purpose  he  cut  his 
finger,  and  regarding  this  event  as  an  indication  of 
the  will  of  Providence  that  he  must  lay  aside  all  pri- 
vate affair*  and  give  himself  up  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  threw  down  his  knife,  and  arming  him- 
self, proceeded  to  Plymouth  and  took  command  of 
the  forces  of  the  colony.  Having  made  a  treaty  with 
Awsshuncks,  the  queeu-sachem  of  the  Yaconta,  he 
succeeded  in  enlisting  a  number  of  her  tribe  into  his 
company,  and  having  obtained  enlarged  powers  from 
tho  government  he  proceeded  to  a  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war.  It  was  near  Horse  Neck  Beach  that 
CapU  Church  entered  into  the  treaty  with  the  Indian 
queen  and  her  chiefs,  and  when,  in  pursuance  with  a 
previous  arrangement,  he  came  to  visit  the  queen,  he 
found  large  numbers  of  her  people  sporting  upon  tho 
marble-like  surface  of  the  beach,  some  racing  horses, 
some  playing  at  foot-ball,  and  others  fishing  from  the 
rocks. 

On  one  of  his  expeditions  Church  pursued  his  ene- 
mies into  the  Accushena  territory.  Having  crossed 
the  river,  probably  at  the  spot  now  called  Acushnet 
village,  he  came  in  contact  with  a  small  band  of  the 
Saconet  Indians,  who  had  refused  to  become  a  party 
to  the  treaty  made  by  their  queen,  and  who  had  joined 
Philip  in  the  contest  that  was  then  raging.  The  party 
were  accompanied  by  Little  Eyes  and  his  family.  He 
made  the  whole  party  prisoners,  and  refusing  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Indian  allies  to  put  Little  Eyes  to  death, 
because  that  chief  had  once  threatened  the  life  of  the 
Ktiglish  commander,  he  placed  them  all  on  an  inland 
in  the  Acushnet,  and  left  Lightfoot  to  guard  them. 
The  island  was  probably  that  which  was  nearest  to 
the  shore.  Fish  Island,  as  this  temporary  place  of 
confinement  for  Indian  prisoners  is  now  called,  pre- 
sents at  this  lime  a  very  different  aspect  from  what  it 
did  when  Little  Eyes  and  his  companions  in  captivity 
were  landed  upon  ita  shore,  and  looking  upon  the 
main,  saw  their  conqueror  and  his  party  enter  the 
forest  which  skirted  the  banks  of  the  river,  as  ho 
wended  his  way  to  the  south  on  a  visit  to  the  fortified 
station  at  the  head  of  the  Aponegansett.  They  passed 
the  night  near  Russell's  orchard,  which  was  in  the 


vicinity  of  that  place,  and  learned  in  the  morning 
that  a  large  party  of  Indians  had  the  same  night 
made  the  orchard  their  resting-place.  Ascertaining 
the  route  they  had  taken,  he  retraced  his  steps  to  fol- 
low them.  Coming  to  a  cedar  swamp,  about  three 
miles  from  their  halting-place  by  the  orchard,  the 
forces  were  divided,  and  the  ruins  of  John  Cook's 
house  at  Accushena  being  agreed  upon  as  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  the  two  parties  started  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy.  The  company  under  the  command  of 
Church,  which  seems  to  have  been  composed  entirely 
of  English,  soon  fell  in  with  and  killed  and  captured 
sixty-six  of  the  enemy.  Church  was  now  informed 
that  his  mighty  foe  Metacom  was  near,  and  that  a 
party  of  Indians,  consisting  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred, had  passed  across  the  river  and  marched  down 
upon  Sconticutt  Neck.  He  then  paddled  over  to  the 
island  where  Lightfoot  had  been  left  with  Little  Eyes 
and  his  party,  and  there  heard  a  confirmation  of  the 
fact  that  a  large  body  of  Indians  had  moved  down  the 
Nock.  They  were  soon  discovered  returning  from 
their  excursion,  and  Church,  concealing  himself  and 
hiB  little  band,  escaped  that  destruction  which  would 
probably  have  been  his  fate  had  he  been  discovered 
and  forced  into  a  contest. 

Church  now  took  his  prisoners  from  the  island  and 
proceeded  to  Mnttapoisctt.  There  ho  halted  and  sent 
a  messenger  to  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous,  the 
ruins  of  John  Cook's  house  at  Accushena,  to  ascertain 
the  fate  of  his  bond  of  Indian  allies.  Here  the  sin- 
gular fact  was  ascertained  that  this  party  had  killed 
or  captured  the  same  number  (sixty-six)  that  had 
met  with  the  same  fate  from  the  company  under 
Church's  immediate  command.  The  Indians  joined 
their  commander  and  his  party  at  Mattapoiaett,  from 
whence  the  whole  body  with  their  captives  proceeded 
to  Plymouth.  Of  the  subsequent  events  of  Philip's 
war  we  have  no  occasion  to  speak.  Philip,  broken- 
hearted by  the  captivity  of  his  wife  and  son,  fled  be- 
fore the  foe  who  was  bent  upon  his  destruction,  and, 
surrounded  in  a  swamp  near  his  residence,  was  shot 
through  the  heart  by  an  English  soldier.  This  put 
an  end  to  the  conflict.  Prisoners  continued  to  be 
taken,  and  when  they  had  all  been  disposed,  either 
by  being  hung  or  shipped  to  Bermuda,  the  rulers  and 
the  fighting  men  rested  from  their  labors,  and  the 
people  of  the  land  had  peace. 

A  portion  of  the  town  of  Rochester,  described  as  ex- 
tending from  the  westernmost  side  of  Sippican  River 
and  southwestwards  to  Dartmouth  bounds,  was  as- 
signed for  the  residence  of  the  Indians  who  had  not 
been  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the  colony.  They 
were  deprived  of  the  right  to  bear  arms,  and  strictly 
charged  to  confine  themselves  to  the  prescribed 
bounds  of  the  territory  which  the  clemency  of  the 
conquerors  had  assigned  them  for  a  habitation.  After 
this  time  we  have  but  little  about  the  Indians.  Their 
numbers  rapidly  decreased,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a 
few  years  only  here  and  there  a  solitary  individual 
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remained  to  tell  the  story  of  the  good  Massasoit,  nrnl 
the  brave  but  unfortunate  Metacom. 

Surah  Obadiah,  an  Indian  woman  with  a  most  un- 
Indian-llke  name,  was  the  last  of  the  race  who,  upon 
the  old  territory  of  Dartmouth,  lived  after  the  primi- 
tive manner  of  her  fathers.  The  costume  of  course 
was  abandoned,  but  in  a  wigwam  situated  near  the 
stone  ship  upon  the  rock,  a  spot  in  the  south  part  of 
a  village  well  known  to  most  of  the  inhabitants,  lived 
the  last  of  the  Dartmouth  Indians.  This  was  a  fa- 
vorite locality  of  the  Indians,  and  doubtless  has  been 
one  of  their  much-loved  hunting-grounds. 


CHAPTER  VII. 
NBW  BKDPOKI).-(Cbi.«,».«/.) 


— y.iIom  Hole*  Mid  ZgslaHsss— HisMisnaw  Was  r»r  aikssilaf 


ta.n-Yt.w.rtb*  VllWig.  »J»»  tk.  E<r.  of  IU  DwtmeUuii  bjr  lb. 
Brittoh. 


Amono  the  orders  of  the  court  concerning  tlie 
Quakers  was  the  following: 

"  If  any  person  or  persona  called  Quakers,  or  other 
such  like  vagabonds,  shall  come  into  any  town  in  this 
government,  the  marshal  or  constable  shall  appre- 
hend him  or  them,  and  upon  examining,  so  appear- 
ing, he  shall  whip  them,  or  cause  them  to  be  whipped, 
with  rods  so  it  exceeds  not  fifteen  stripes,  and  to  give 
him  or  them  a  pass  to  depart  the  government,  and  if 
they  be  found  without  the  pass  and  not  acting  there- 
unto they  shall  be  punished  again  as  formerly;  and 
in  case  the  constable  shall  be  unwilling  to  whip  them, 
and  cannot  find  any  one  to  do  it,  they  shall  bring 
them  to  Plymouth  to  the  under-inarshal,  and  he 
shall  inflict  it." 

Another  regulation  says,  "  Whereas,  by  order  of 
court,  all  free  men  of  this  corporation,  as  Quakers,  or 
such  as  encourage  them,  or  such  as  speak  contemptu- 
ously of  the  laws  thereof,  or  such  as  are  judged  by 
court  grossly  scandalous,  as  liars,  drunkards,  swearers, 
shall  lose  their  freedom  in  this  corporation." 

1661.  Ralph  Allen,  Sr.,  and  wife,  George  Allen 
and  wife,  and  William  Allen  are  presented  with 
others  for  not  attending  public  worship  according  to 
law.  Arthur  Howland,  for  not  attending  public  wor- 
ship. This  Arthur  seems  to  have  been  a  troublesome 
fellow  to  the  strict  Puritans  of  the  colony.  Ralph 
Allen  and  Richard  Kirby  are  fined  five  pounds,  or  to 
be  whipped,  for  vile  sketches  against  ordinances. 

1655.  8arah  Kirby  sentenced  to  be  whipped  for 
divers  suspicious  speeches. 

1666,  Sunday.  Persons  for  meeting  at  the  house  of 
William  Allen  are  summoned  to  answer  for  the  mis- 


1666.  Sarah  Kirby  whipped  for  disturbing  public 
worship. 

1667.  Arthur  Howland,  for  permitting  a  Quaker 
meeting  in  his  house,  and  for  inviting  such  as  were 
under  government,  children  and  others,  to  come  to 
said  meeting,  was  sentenced  by  the  court  to  find  se- 
curities for  his  good  behavior;  in  case  he  should 
refuse  he  is  fined  four  pounds.  He  refused  to  give 
bonds,  and  was  fined.  "The  said  Arthur  Howland, 
for  resisting  the  constable  of  Mandifield  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office,  and  abusing  him  in  words  by 
threatening  speeches,  is  fined  five  pounds."  And 
again,  Arthur  Howland,  for  presenting  a  writing  in 
court,  which  said  writing,  on  the  reading  thereof,  ap- 
peared to  be  of  dangerous  consequences,  he  owning  it 
to  be  his  own,  and  for  making  known  the  said  writing 
to  others,  was  sentenced  by  court  to  find  securities  for 
his  good  behavior.  We  have  uow  another  Howland 
upon  the  stage. 

1667.  "  Henry  Howland,  for  cntertnining  a  meet- 
ing in  his  house,  contrary  to  order  of  Court,  is  fined 
ten  shillings."  And  Mill  another,  Loeth  Howland, 
11  for  speaking  opprobriously  of  the  ministers  of  (J<mTs 
word,  is  sentenced  to  set  in  the  stocks  for  the  space  of 
an  hour  or  during  pleasure  of  Court,  which  was  per- 
formed and  so  released  paying  the  fee*." 

1657.  Ralph  Allen,  Jr.,  and  William  Allen  being 
summoned,  appeared  to  answer  for  a  tumultuous  car- 
riage at  a  meeting  of  the  Quakers  at  Sandwich ;  their 
being  admonished  in  that  respect  were  cleared,  not- 
withstanding irreverently  carrying  themselves  before 
the  court,  coming  in  before  them  with  their  hata  on, 
were  fined  twenty  shillings  apiece. 

Here  is  the  case  of  the  whipping  and  fining  before 
spoken  of, — 

1668.  H.  Norton  and  John  Rouse  were  sentenced 
to  be  whipped  for  coming  into  the  jurisdiction  con- 
trary to  call.  The  sentence  was  executed.  "  The 
same  day  performed,"  is  the  language  of  the  record, 
and  the  undcr-inarshal  requiring  his  feus  they  re- 
fused to  pay  them,  and  they  were  again  returned  to 
prison  until  they  would  pay. 

1668.  William  Allen  is  fined  forty  shillings  for  en- 
tertaining Quaker  meeting.  About  this  time  there 
was  a  part  added — demanded,  as  says  the  record — 
because,  among  other  things,  "of  the  letting  loose  as 
a  scourge  upon  us  those  gangrene-like  doctrines  and 
persons  called  Quakers." 

1669.  We  now  find  upon  the  records  the  follow- 
ing: "  The  Court  taking  notice  of  sundry  scandalous 
falsehoods  in  a  letter  of  Isaac  Robinson's  tending 
greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  this  government  and  in- 
couragenient  of  those  commonly  called  Quakers,  and 
thereby  liable  according  to  law  to  disenfranchise- 
ment,  yet  we  at  present  forbear  the  sentence  until 
further  inquiry." 

1660.  Dauiel  Duller  for  rescuing  a  strange  Quaker 
was  sentenced  to  be  whipped.  Joseph  Allen  fined  ten 
shillings  for  attending  a  Quaker  meeting.    Here  we 
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have  some  wholesale  operations, — twenty-five  persons 
were  find  ten  shillings  each  Tor  attending  Quaker 
meeting,  anil  among  them  were  Joseph,  llenjamin, 
William,  ami  Matthew  Allen,  Richard  Kirby  and 
Richard  Kirby  (2d),  and  Daniel  and  Obadiah  Butler. 

1661.  The  obstinate  Howlands  are  again  intro- 
duced.   Henry  Rowland  for  entertaining  a  Quaker  i 
meeting  in  his  house  is  twice  fined  four  pounds.  Loeth 
Howland  breaks  the  Sabbath  and  is  fined  ten  shil- 
lings. 

1662.  Another  Howland  Sabbath-breaker.  Sam- 
uel Howland,  having  no  meal  in  the  house,  went  to 
the  mill  and  took  home  his  grist  Fined  ten  shill- 
ings, or  the  whip. 

1664.  Arthur  Howland  is  again  in  difficulty.  But 
it  is  not  for  new  heresy  of  opinion  that  he  is  brought 
before  the  magnates  of  the  land.  The  following  is 
the  record :  "  Arthur  Howland,  for  inveighling 
Mistrcaa  Elizabeth  Prince  and  making  motion  of 
marriage  to  her,  and  prosecuting  the  same  contrary 
to  her  parenta'  liking  and  without  their  consent  and 
directly  contrary  to  their  mind  and  will,  was  sen- 
tenced to  pay  a  fine  of  five  pounds,  and  to  find  secur- 
ities for  his  good  behavior,  and  in  special  that  he 
desiat  from  the  use  of  any  means  to  obtain  or  retain 
her  affections  as  aforesaid."  He  paid  his  fine,  a  pretty 
heavy  one  for  those  days,  and  gave  the  bonds  required 
by  the  sentence  of  the  court.  "  Arthur  Howland 
acknowledges  to  owe  unto  our  sovereign  lord  the 
king  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars;  John  Duncan,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  dollars;  Timothy  Williams,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  dollars.  The  condition  that 
whereas  the  said  Arthur  Howland  hath  disorderly 
and  unrighteously  endeavored  to  obtain  the  affections 
of  Mistress  Elizabeth  Prince,  against  the  mind  aud 
will  of  her  parents.  If,  therefore,  the  said  Arthur 
Howland  shall  for  the  future  refrain  and  desist  from 
the  use  of  any  means  to  obtain  or  retain  her  affections 
as  aforesaid,  and  appear  at  the  court  of  His  Majesty, 
to  be  holdcn  at  Plymouth  the  first  Tuesday  in  July 
next,  nnd  in  the  mean  time  be  of  good  behavior  to- 
ward* our  sovereign  lord  the  king  and  all  his  liege 
people,  and  not  depart  the  said  court  without  license, 
that  then,  etc." 

The  next  year  we  find  him  again  before  the  court, 
and  nirnin  coming  under  a  solemn  agreement  no  fur- 
ther to  offend  in  the  premises. 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  colony  we  find  the  name 
of  Kcinplon.  Mnnasseh  and  Julia  Kcmpton  are 
entered  upon  the  records  as  sharing  in  the  nllotment 
of  the  cattle  in  1627.  These  were  the  ancestors  of 
the  present  Kemptnns,  and  the  name  of  Manasaeh 
Kcmpton  is  included  among  the  proprietors  of  the 
town  of  Dartmouth  in  the  confirmatory  deeds  from 
Governor  Bradford  in  the  year  1694.  In  that  docu-  j 
ment  are  the  names  of  all  the  families  mentioned, 
and  many  other*  which  always  have  been  and  still 
arc  the  mm>t  common  in  this  vicinity, — John  Russell, 
Manasaeh    Kcmpton,    Benjamin    Howland,   John  I 


Spooner.  Arthur  Hathaway,  8nmuel  Allen,  Joseph 
Tripp,  William  Shearman,  Joseph  Taber,  8eth  Pope, 
and  Jonathan  Delano.  Peleg  Sloctim  and  Abraham 
Tucker  are  names  which  in  the  four  towns  of  West- 
port,  Dartmouth,  New  Bedford,  and  Fairhaven  are 
familiar  to  all  the  inhabitanta. 
I  In  the  first  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  we  find 
the  Russell  family  upon  the  soil  of  New  Bedford. 
At  what  time  he  came  is  not  known,  but  it  was  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1711,  when  the  Allen  and  Kemp- 
ton  families,  which  at  the  opening  of  what  we  may 
call  the  local  history  of  New  Bedford,  shared  with  the 
Russclls  a  large  part  of  the  town  and  all  the  territory 
of  the  village. 

History  is  almost  silent  respecting  the  affairs  of 
Dartmouth  from  the  date  of  Governor  Bradford's  ad- 
ministration to  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution. 

About  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  a  large 
portion  of  the  lands  now  occupied  by  the  village  of 
New  Bedford  was  in  the  possession  of  two  families, 
the  Russclls  on  the  south  and  the  Kemptons  on  the 
north.  To  Joseph  Russell,  eon  of  the  first  settler 
John,  and  to  Manassel)  Kempton,  Her  Majesty's 
(Queen  Anne)  justices  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  for  the 
county  of  Bristol  gave  confirmatory  deeds  of  their  re- 
spective estates  dated  May  25,  1714.  Russell  was 
bounded  by  a  line  near  Clarke's  Cove  on  the  south, 
nnd  Kempton  by  a  line  near  Smith  Street;  the  divi- 
ding line  was  between  William  and  Elm  Streets.  The 
occupants  of  the  territory  north  and  south  of  these 
boundaries  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain.  Subse- 
quently we  find  the  Aliens  holding  the  land  from  the 
cove,  the  southern  boundary  of  Russell,  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  Clarke's  Point  and  the  Willis  family  join- 
ing the  Kempton  on  the  north.  Beyond  this  were 
found  the  Peckhams  and  Hathaways.  The  inhabit- 
anta were  all  farmers  with  the  exception  of  the  Rus- 
sell.. 

Joseph  Russell,  son  of  Joseph  Russell,  Sr.,  and 
grandfather  of  the  present  generation,  early  embarked 
in  the  whaling  business.   His  ships  of  forty  or  fifty 
tons  went  as  far  as  our  Southern  coast  on  their  voy- 
ages of  six  weeks'  duration.    At  the  same  time,  1761, 
there  were  several  vessels  engaged  in  the  same  pur- 
suit from  the  Apongansett  River.    Daniel  Wood,  a 
name  not  unfamiliar  to  the  New  Bedford  people  in 
connection  with  whaling  operations,  was  at  that  time 
the  owner  of  nomc  small  vessels  in  the  business,  and 
i  at  that  period  the  Acushnet  had  to  give  precedence 
i  to  the  Aponegnnsett  as  far  as  whaling  was  concerned. 
At  that  period  a  little  wharf  extending  from  the  shore 
near  the  foot  of  what  is  now  known  as  Centre  Street, 
and  a  shed-like  erection  which  was  used  for  trying 
j  the  blubber  brought  in  by  the  little  craft  in  their  six 
weeks'  excursion  upon  the  "summer  sea,"  were  all 
the  indications  of  commercial  operations  which  our 
territory  exhibited.    That  little  shed  was  the  only 
'  building  in  what  we  now  denominate  the  village  that 
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wm  then  standing  except  the  farin-housea  of  the 
Allen*,  the  Rtusells,  the  Keroptona,  and  the  Willie, 
which  were  all  situated  upon  the  county  road.  From 
this  house,  which  from  iu  elevated  situation  ou  the 
county  road  overlooked  the  forest  which  covered  the 
whole  intervening  space  between  the  road  and  the 
shore,  the  first  of  the  Bedford  whaling  merchants 
could  take  an  extensive  view  of  the  waters  of  the  bay 
and  the  river,  and  when,  shooting  in  by  Hap's  Hill, 
he  discovered  his  sloop  pointing  her  bows  towards  the 
harbor,  he  could  be  seen  wending  his  way  towards 
the  little  wharf  over  the  cart-path,  which  was  then 
the  only  way  of  reaching  the  water.  The  blubber 
landed,  the  thick  column  of  smoke  which  rose  above 
the  street  which  skirted  the  shore  gave  notice  to  the 
inhabitants  on  the  heights  that  one  of  Joseph  Rus- 
sell's whalemen  had  arrived  from  a  successful  voyage. 

All  the  purchasers  of  land  from  Joseph  Russell  pre- 
rious  to  the  year  1464  were  mechanic*.  John  Louden, 
a  ship-carpenter,  bought  the  first  lot  disposed  of  by 
Mr.  Russell  from  his  homestead.  This  was  in  the 
year  1760.  The  next  year  he  built  a  house,  which 
was  situated  a  few  rods  south  of  the  four  corners,  and 
hiB  ship-yard  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  way.  Un- 
fortunately for  him,  and  unfortuuately  for  his  descend- 
ants, he  choose  an  easier  mode  of  life  and  converted 
his  dwelling  into  a  tavern.  He  was  the  Boniface  of 
the  village  when  it  was  visited  by  the  British ;  his 
house  was  burnt,  and  he  returned  to  his  native  town 
of  Pembroke. 

The  same  year  another  mechanic  followed  Louden. 
He  had  formerly  been  a  dweller  upon  the  soil,  prob- 
ably in  the  north  part  of  the  Dartmouth  settlement, 
but  had  been  to  Nantucket,  and  had  there  been  initi- 
ated, in  the  language  of  the  indenture,  "into  the  art, 
trade,  and  mystery  of  building  whale-boat*."  His 
name  was  Benjamin  Taber,  and  was  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  him  as  a  worthy  and  venerable  member  and 
elder  of  the  8ociety  of  Friends,  and  a  most  upright  and 
valuable  citizen.  Many  of  his  descendants  are  still 
here.  The  young  boat-builder  from  Nantucket  took 
the  old  house  by  the  river-aide  and  moved  it  up  the 
hill. 

It  was  the  far-seeing  policy  of  Mr.  Russell  to  en- 
courage such  men  to  settle  upon  his  territory,  and 
accordingly  we  find  the  next  settler  to  be  a  mechanic. 
He  was  a  carpenter  by  the  name  of  John  Allen,  and  pur- 
chased a  lot  on  the  south  side  of  what  was  formerly 
called  Prospect  Street.  It  was  the  corner  of  Union 
and  Water  Streets,  extending  from  the  last-named 
street  to  the  water,  and  included  tbo  site  now  and  for 
many  years  past  occupied  by  the  tavern.  Gideon 
Mosher,  another  mechanic,  purchased  opposite  to  him 
on  the  north,  his  land  being  that  which  extend*  from 
the  "shop  of  the  apothecary  to  the  shore."  This  he 
afterwards  sold  to  Benjamin  Taber,  next  north  of 
Louden.  Elmethan  Sampson,  a  blacksmith,  mado  a 
purchase,  and  gave  for  a  lot  eight  rods  in  length  and 
tfour  rods  wide  the  sum  of  six  pounds  thirteen  shillings 


and  four  pence  lawful  currency.  Thus  was  the  infant 
settlement  begun  by  industrious  and  enterprising  me- 
chanics. North  and  east  the  lot  of  8am  peon  was 
bounded  by  ways  left  for  street*. 

An  important  event  now  took  place  in  the  history 
of  the  new  settlement.  This  was  the  arrival  among 
the  settlers  of  Joseph  llolch,  and  he  in  one  sense  fur- 
nished no  exception  to  the  class  who  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  this  thriving  community.  He  had  been  a 
mechanic,  and  animated  by  a  spirit  of  adventure  he 
left  his  residence  in  one  of  the  inland  town*  of  Mas- 
sachusetts while  yet  a  minor,  passed  through  the 
Dartmouth  territory,  and  took  up  his  abode  at 
Nantucket  Engaging  with  characteristic  seal  and 
energy  in  that  pursuit  to  which  the  people  of  tbo 
island,  and  in  which,  before  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, they  ouutripped  cvory  other  commuuity  in  the 
world,  he  soon  saw  the  many  disadvantages  under 
which  the  operations  of  business  was  carried  ou  from 
that  place.  An  examination  of  the  neighboring  har- 
bors satisfied  bim  of  the  superiority  of  the  *cttlement 
at  Bedford,  and  in  the  year  l(j<5S  he  transferred  his 
business  from  Nantucket  to  the  banks  of  the  Acush- 
net.  Having  obtained  a  "  local  habitation"  he  gave 
the  new  settlement  a  name.  It  had  arrived  at  a  de- 
gree of  importance  which  entitled  it  to  a  distinctive 
appellation,  and  out  of  compliment  to  the  original 
proprietor  ho  called  the  new  village  Bedford. 

To  understand  in  what  way  thi*  could  be  construed 
into  a  compliment  to  the  Russell*  the  fact  must  be 
known  that  the  family  name  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
was  Russell.  Had  he  called  the  rising  village  Rus- 
sell it  would  have  doubtless  been  more  grateful,  as  it 
would  have  been  more  just,  and  the  association* 
which  are  connected  with  the  historical  recollections 
of  the  name  of  Russell  are  not  dependent  for  their 
interest  upon  the  title  at  that  time  borne  by  that 
branch  of  the  nobility  of  England. 

Joseph  Rotch  made  a  large  purchase  of  land  of  his 
Russell  namesake.  One  lot  comprised  ten  acre*  of 
what  is  now  and  always  has  been  a  portion  of  the 
most  valuable  real  estate  of  the  town.  He  built  the 
house  immediately  north  of  the  apothecnry-shop,  ut 
the  corner  of  Bethel  Court  uud  Union  Street,  and 
another  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  a  house  owned 
by  William  Rotch,  Jr.,  nearly  opposite  the  Merchauts' 
Bank.  Tiie  hut-named  house  was  among  those  burnt 
by  the  llrilish.  W.  Rotch  engaged  largely  in  the 
whaling  business,  and  under  the  inlluciicu  which  hi* 
capital  and  enterprise  gave  to  the  operations  of  the 
town  it  rapidly  grew  in  population  and  importance. 
But  these  bright  prospects  were  soon  overcast. 

The  war  of  the  Revolution  found  the  infant  settle- 
ment with  their  vessel*  upon  the  ocean  and  their 
business  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the  naval  superiority 
of  the  tnother-couutry.  Joseph  Rotch  returned  to 
Nantucket,  and  with  the  commencement  of  the  con- 
test for  independence  all  the  business  operation*  of 
the  community  were  brought  to  an  end.  At  thi*  time 
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Acnshnet  was  covered  with  craft  of  this,  description, 
tho  store-houses  and  dwelling-houses,  and  even  the 
bonis  ond  rope-wnlks,  were  filled  with  the  valuable 
cargoes  which  hod  been  discharged  from  them.  Rum, 
gin,  brandy,  and  wine,  hemp  and  sail-cloth,  dry- 
goods  and  sugars,  the  produce  of  every  soil  was 
crammed  into  every  vacant  room  which  could  be 
Tound  in  the  village.  Purchasers  and  consignees, 
owners  of  privateers  and  merchants  from  all  quarters 
were  mingled  with  the  officers  and  crews  of  both  the 
captured  and  capturing  vessels,  so  that  the  streets  of 
the  village  and  the  house  of  entertainment  kept  by 
Louden  presented  a  sight  as  novel  as  it  was  disagree- 
able to  the  peace-loving  citizens.  Such  was  the  con- 
dition of  things  when,  oo  the  6th  day  of  September, 
1 778,  it  was  rumored  that  a  British  fleet  had  1 
directing  its  course  towards  the  Acnshnet. 


the  number  of  inhabitants  had  increased,  ond  their 
dwelling-houses  and  places  of  business  covered  on 
extent  of  territory  which  gave  the  town  tho  appear- 
ance of  thrift  and  opulence.  Besides  the  stores  of  the 
merchants  and  traders  and  the  work-shops  or  the 
mechanics,  a  "  rope-walk"  had  been  established  in 
the  south  part  of  the  town,  a  distillery  occupied  a 
site  near  tho  Louden  ship-yard,  upon  the  lot  now 
covered  by  the  stone  buildings  of  Ilowland  A  Co., 
and  a  spermaceti  establishment,  whose  operations 
were  as  carefully  guarded  from  the  eye  of  the  multi- 
tude, and  were  under  the  immediate  care  of  ChafTee, 
who  had  been  sent  from  Boston  to  carry  on  the  mys- 
terious movement,  was  situated  on  a  lane  which  is 
now  known  as  Centre  Street.  Another  important  ac- 
cession of  capital  and  business  qualities  had  been 
made  by  the  coming  to  tho  settlement  of  Isaac  How- 
land,  who,  moving  here  from  Newport,  brought  with 
Mm  the  means  and  the  enterprise  so  much  needed  in 
every  new  undertaking.  His  house  was  situated  on 
Union  Street,  and  when  erected  was  by  far  the  most 
elegant  and  costly  which  had  been  built  in  the  town. 
Itoccupicd  the  land  now  taken  for  Cheapside,  fronting 
on  Union  Street.  It  was  built  of  brick  and  was  three 
stories  high.  W.  1  lowland  was  the  proprietor  of  the 
distillery.  John  Howland,  one  of  the  Dartmouth 
settlers,  moved  to  this  place  as  early  as  1665. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  New  Bedford  when  tho 
opening  of  the  drama  of  tho  Revolution  cut  them  off 
from  that  field  of  operations— the  ocean— upon  which 
they  so  exclusively  depended  for  support.  The  stories 
which  come  to  us  of  the  destitution  which  fell  to  the 
lot  of  many  of  the  fathers  of  this  community  almost 
surpass  belief.  Thus  ruined  in  business,  and  without 
the  means  of  a  comfortable  subsistence,  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  village  could  do  nothing  but  quietly 
await  the  course  of  events.  As  they  were  mostly 
Quakers,  they  could  not,  consistently  with  the  peace- 
able tradition  of  the  sect,  enter  into  the  contest  either 
in  person  or  in  feeling,  and  in  that  way  to  some  ex- 
tent neutralize  those  uncomfortable  reflections  which 
the  loss  of  property  and  the  breaking  up  of  their  hon- 
est and  wealth-conferring  industry  was  calculated  to 
produce.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  result  to 
the  personal  operations  of  the  merchants  and  me- 
chanics of  the  town,  it  was  soon  evident  that  the 
appearance  of  activity  and  bustlo  in  the  harbor  was 
destined  to  he  greatly  increased. 

The  facility  with  which  this  harbor  could  be  ap- 
proached soon  attracted  hither  a  large  number  of  the 
American  privateers,  and  in  a  short  time  the  waters 
of  the  Acushnet  were  covered  with  these  crafts,  whose 
appearance  at  that  time,  as  it  did  during  the  second 
contest  with  Great  Britain,  gave  such  grievous  offense 
to  peaceably-disposed  followers  of  George  Fox,  who 
made  up  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  prises,  too,  of  these  vessels  were  continually 
sent  to  this  port,  as  well  as  many  captured  by  the 
American  and  French  vessels  of  war,  and  while  the 
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On  the  5th  of  September,  1778,  a  hostile  British 
fleet  landed  upon  these  shores,  destroyed  the  shipping, 
and  burned  the  town. 

The  British  acted  in  the  matter,  there  is  no  doubt, 
from  motives  of  retaliation  and  punishment,  rather 
than  for  purposes  of  plunder.  The  same  expedi- 
tion afterward  proceeded  to  Martha's  Vineyard  and 
carried  off  large  numbers  of  cattle,  with  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money,  but  there  is  no  account  of  any 
property  being  carried  away  from  Bedford,  as  the  vil- 
lago  was  then  called.  Our  harbor  had  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  been  noted  aa  a  rendezvous  for 
privateers,  and  the  damage  inflicted  upon  English 
commerce  by  the  whalemen  of  Dartmouth  had  ex- 
cited the  deepest  resentment.  As  early  as  May,  1775, 
but  a  few  weeks  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  the 
British  cniiser  "Falcon"  had  captured  in  the  bay 
three  vessels  belonging  to  Sandwich.  A  schooner 
was  titled  out  from  here  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
ligcry,  which  recaptured  two  of  these  vessels  with 
fifteen  British  officers  and  sailors.  The  privateer 
"  Providence,"  whose  name  is  associated  with  many 
brilliant  naval  achievements,  had  her  rendezvous 
here-  She  was  a  sloop  of  about  ninety  tons,  and  at 
one  time,  it  is  said,  she  was  under  the  command  of 
John  Paul  Jones.    Her  most  famous  exploit,  under 
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Capt.  Hacker,  wu  with  Hit  Majesty's  brig  "  Dili- 
gence," of  eighteen  gun*,  which  the  captured  mid 
brought  into  our  harbor  after  a  most  determined  and 
bloody  engagement. 

Maj.-Gen.  Grey,  under  orders  from  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, at  New  York,  arrived  in  the  bay  and  anchored 
off  Clarke's  Point  abotifc  noon  of  Saturday,  Sept.  6, 
1778,  with  two  frigates,  n  brig-of-war,  and  some  thirty- 
■ix  transports,  with  about  five  thousand  men.  The 
main  body  of  troops  was  landed  on  the  shore  of  Clarke's 
Cove  that  afternoon,  and  marched  in  the  course  of  the 
night  past  the  Head  of  the  River,  and  passing  on  a 
road  east  of  the  village  of  Fairhaven  direct  to  Scon- 
ticut  Neck,  the  troops  re-embarked  and  were  all  on 
board  the  fleet  again  before  Sunday  noon,  the  6th. 
Ou  the  march  a  detachment  turned  to  the  eastward 
from  County  down  Union  Street,  which  when  first 
laid  out  was  called  King  Street,  and  burned  the  stores 
and  many  other  buildings  near  the  fool  of  the  street, 
and  the  shipping  at  the  wharves,  A  good  many  of 
the  vessels  destroyed  were  prites,  and  large  amounts 
of  prize  goods  were  burned.  Another  parly  pro- 
ceeded to  McPherson's  wharf,  at  Belleville,  and  de- 
stroyed the  shipping  there.  There  was  a  fort  where 
Fort  Phoenix  now  stands,  and  the  garrison  spiked  the 
guns  and  retreated,  and  the  fort  was  blown  up  by  the 
British.  The  next  night  a  party  landed  at  Fairhaven, 
and  was  driven  off  by  the  troops  who  had  collected 
under  command  of  Maj.  Israel  Fearing. 

We  give  a  number  of  accounts  of  the  raid  by  eye- 
witnesses, commencing  with  the  report  made  to  his 
commanding  officer,  Oen.  8ir  Henry  Clinton,  by 
Gen.  Charles  Grey : 

"Sir,— In  the  evening  of  the  4th  inst.  the  fleet, 
with  the  detachment  under  my  command,  sailed 
from  New  London,  and  stood  to  the  eastward  with  a 
very  favorable  wind.  We  were  only  retarded  in  the 
run  from  thence  to  Buixard's  Bay  by  the  altering 
our  course  for  some  hours  in  the  night,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  discovery  of  a  strange  fleet,  which 
was  not  known  to  be  Lord  Howe's  until  morn- 
ing. By  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  the 
ships  were  at  anchor  in  Clarke's  Cove,  and  the  boats 
having  been  previously  hoisted  out,  the  debarkation 
of  the  troops  took  place  immediately.  I  proceeded 
without  loss  of  time  to  destroy  the  vessels  and  stores 
in  the  whole  extent  of  Acushnet  River  (about  six 
miles),  particularly  at  Bedford  and  Fairhaven ;  and 
having  dismantled  and  burnt  a  fort  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river  mounting  eleven  pieces  of  heavy  cannon, 
with  a  magazine  and  barracks,  completed  the  re-em- 
barkatiou  before  noon  the  next  day.  I  refer  your 
Excellency  to  the  annexed  return  for  the  enemy's 
losses,  as  far  as  we  were  able  to  ascertain  them,  and 
for  our  own  casualties. 

."The  wind  did  not  admit  of  any  further  movement 
of  the  fleet  the  6th  and  7  th  than  hauling  a  little  dis- 
tance from  the  shore.  Advantage  was  taken  of  this 
circumstance  to  burn  a  large  privateer  ship  on  the 


stocks,  and  to  send  a  small  armament  of  boats,  with 
two  galleys,  to  destroy  two  or  three  vessels  which, 
being  in  the  stream,  the  troops  had  not  been  able  to 
set  fire  to. 

"  From  the  difficulties  in  passing  out  of  Buzzard's 
Bay  into  the  Vineyard  Sound,  through  Quickie's 
Hole,  from  head  winds,  the  fleet  did  not  reach 
Holmes'  I  Me  Harbor,  in  the  island  of  Martha's 
Vineyard,  until  the  10th.  The  transports,  with  list 
light  infantry, grenadiers,  and  Thirty-third  Regiment, 
were  anchored  without  the  harbor,  as  I  had  at  that 
time  a  service  in  view  for  those  corps  while  the  busi- 
ness of  collecting  cattle  should  be  carrying  on  upon 
the  island.  I  was  obliged  by  contrary  winds  to  relin- 
quish my  design. 

"  On  our  arrival  off  the  harbor  the  inhabitants  sent 
persons  on  board  to  ask  my  intentions  with  respect  to 
them,  to  whom  a  requisition  was  made  of  the  arms  of 
the  militia,  the  public  money,  three  hundred  oxen, 
and  ten  thousand  sheep.  They  promised  each  of 
these  articles  should  be  delivered  without  delay.  I 
afterwards  found  it  necessary  to  send  small  detach- 
ments into  the  island  and  detain  the  deputed  inhab- 
itants for  a  time  in  order  to  accelerate  their  com- 
pliance with  the  demand. 

"The  12th  1  was  able  to  embark  on  board  Uie  ves- 
sels, which  arrived  that  day  from  Rhode  Island,  six 
thousand  sheep  and  oue  hundred  and  thirty  oxen. 

"  The  13th  and  14th  were  employed  in  embarking 
cattle  and  sheep  on  board  our  own  fleet,  in  destroy- 
ing some  salt-works,  in  burning  or  taking  in  the  inlets 
what  vessels  and  boats  could  be  found,  and  in  re- 
ceiving the  arms  of  the  militia.  I  here  again  refer 
your  Excellency  to  returns. 

"  On  the  15th  the  fleet  left  Martha's  Vineyard,  and 
after  sustaining,  the  next  day,  a  very  severe  gale  of 
wind,  arrived  the  17th  at  Whitcstono  without  any 
material  damage. 

"  I  hold  myself  much  obliged  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  corps  and  to  the  troops  in  general  for  the 
alacrity  with  which  every  service  was  performed. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

"Charles  Gkev,  M.Q." 

"  Return  of  lilted,  wounded,  and  miuim/  of  the  detach- 
ment under  tlte  command  of  Maj.Gai.-Qi  cy. 
"  1st  battalion  of  light  infantry— 1  wounded,  3  miss- 
ing. 

"  1st  battalion  grenadiers -1  killed,  1  wounded,  3 
missing. 

"33d  regiment— 1  missing. 

*'  42d  regiment — 1  wounded,  8  missing. 

"  46th  regiment— 1  missing. 

"64th  regiment— 1  wounded. 

"Total— 1  killed,  4  wounded,  16  missing. 

"The  enemy's  loss,  which  came  to  our  knowledge, 
was  an  officer  and  3  men  killed  by  the  advanced  par- 
ties of  light  infantry,  who,  on  receiving  a  fire  from 
the  inclosures,  rushed  on  with  their  bayonets.  Six- 
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teen  wcrohrought  prisoners  from  Bedford,  to  exchange 
for  thai  number  missing  from  the  troop*. 

"ChABUH  Grey,  M.G." 

"Return  of  vcneh  and  ttoret  dertroyetl  on  Aciuhnet 
Hirer  the  5th  0/ September,  1778. 

"  8  mil  of  Urge  vessels,  from  200  to  300  tons,  most 
of  them  prizes. 

"  6  Armed  vessel*,  carrying  from  10  to  16  guns. 

"  A  number  of  sloop*  and  schooners  of  inferior  sire, 
amounting  in  all  to  70,  besides  whale-boats  and 
others ;  amongst  the  prises  were  three  taken  by  Count 
D'Estaing's  fleet. 

"  26  store-houses  at  Bedford,  several  at  McPherson's 
whnrf,  Crane's  Mills,  and  Fairhavcn ;  these  were  filled 
with  very  great  quantities  of  rum,  sugar,  molasses, 
co (Tee,  tobacco,  cotton,  tea,  medicines,  gunpowder, 
sail-cloth,  cordage,  etc. 

"Two  rope-walks. 

"At  Falmouth,  in  the  Vineyard  Sound,  tlu  lOrA  of  Sep- 
tember, 1778. 

"  2  sloops  ami  one  schooner  taken  by  the  galleys,  1 
loaded  with  staves. 
"  I  sloop  burnt 

"In  Old  Totcn  Harbor,  Martha't  Vineyard. 

"  1  brig  or  150  tons  burthen,  burnt  by  the  'Scor- 
pion.' 

"  1  schooner  of  70  tons  burthen,  burnt  by  ditto. 
"23  whale-boat*  taken  or  destroyed. 
"  A  quantity  of  plank  taken. 

"At  Holme*'  Hole,  Martha't  Vineyard. 

"4  vessels,  with  several  boats,  taken  or  destroyed. 
"  A  salt-work  destroyed,  and  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  salt  taken. 

"Arm*  taken  at  Martha't  Vineyard. 

"  338  stand,  with  bayonets,  pouches,  etc.,  some  pow- 
der, and  a  quantity  of  lead,  as  by  artillery  return. 

"At  the  battery  near  Fairhaven,  and  on  Clarke't  Point. 

"  13  pieces  of  ordnance  destroyed,  the  magazine 
blown  up,  and  the  platforms,  etc.,  and  barracks  for 
200  men  burnt. 

"  £1000  sterl.  in  paper,  the  amount  of  a  tax  col- 
lected by  authority  of  the  Congress,  was  received  nt 
Martha's  Vineyard  from  the  collector. 

"Cattle  and  sheep  taken  from  Martha's  Vineyard. 

"  300  oxen.    10,000  sheep. 

"Chauleh  Grey,  M.G." 

"Return  of  ammunition,  arm*,  and  accoutrement*,  etc., 
which  were  brought  in  by  the  militia  on  the  ittand  of 
Martha't  Vineyard  agreeable  to  Maj.- Gen.Orey't  order, 
received  at  Holmct'  Cove,  Sept.  12,  13,  and  14,  1778. 

"Tisbury— 132  firelocks,  16  bayonets,  44  cartridge- 
boxes  or  pouches,  1 1  swords  or  hangers,  22  powder- 
horns. 


"Chllmark— 2  halbuts,  127  firelocks,  20  bayoneta, 
30  cartridge-boxes  or  pouches,  12  aworda  or  hangers, 
40  powder-horns,  2  pistols,  1  drum. 

"  Old  Town— 120  firelocks,  14  bayoneta,  8  cartridge- 
boxes,  2  swords  or  hangers,  9  powder-horns,  2  pistols. 

"Total— 2  halbuts,  888  firelocks.  49  bayoneta,  77 
cartridge-boxes  or  pouches,  25  swords  or  hangers,  71 
powder-horns,  4  pistols,  1  drum. 

"  N.  B. — I  barrel,  1  half-barrel  and  quarter-barrel 
of  powder,  a  great  number  of  lead-shot  or  balls  of 
different  sizes  in  bags  and  boxes,  and  a  great  many 
flints.  David  8oott, 

"Royal  Reg.  of  Artillery." 

Account  by  Judge  Edward  Pope.—"  While  the  town 
was  in  this  flourishing  state  the  British  troops,  to  the 
amount  of  four  thousand,  landed  on  the  west  side  of 
Clarke's  Neck  Bnd  at  Clarke's  Cove  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, the  6th  of  September,  1778,  and  marched  round  to 
the  Head  of  the  River,  over  the  bridge,  and  down  the 
cast  side  Into  Sconticut  Neck,  leaving  the  villages  of 
Fairhaven  and  Oxford  on  the  right,  burning  on  their 
way  bouses,  mills,  barns,  etc.  They  encamped  on  Scon- 
ticut Neck  until  Monday,  and  then  re-embarkcd  on 
board  their  shipping.  The  succeeding  night  they 
attempted  to  land  a  large  number  of  troops  at  Fair- 
haven, in  order  to  burn  that  village  ;  but  being  dis- 
covered by  Maj.  Israel  Fearing  (now  brigadier-gen- 
eral), who  had  the  command  of  about  one  hundred 
or  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  determined  to  save 
the  place  if  possible,  or  lose  his  life  in  the  atttempt, 
and  placed  himself  and  men  behind  houses  and  stores 
near  where  he  supposed  they  would  land,  and  suffered 
them  to  reach  the  shore  with  their  boats  before  a  mus- 
ket was  discharged,  and  they  were  then  in  great  num- 
bers beginning  to  land,  and  hnd  set  fire  to  two  or  three 
stores  within  fifty  or  one  hundred  yards  of  Maj.  Fear- 
ing aud  his  men,  who  then  fired  upon  them,  and  by 
the  scrcechings  and  track  of  blood  afterwards  discov- 
ered, supposed  many  were  killed  and  wounded.  They 
immediately  retreated  aboard  their  ships,  taking  their 
dead  and  wounded  with  them.  Thus,  by  the  bravery 
of  one  man,  that  village  was  preserved." 

Account  by  Elijah  Maeomber. — "The  fort  below 
Fairhaven  village  was  garrisoned  at  the  time  by  Capt. 
Timothy  Ingraham,  Lieut.  Daniel  Foster,  and  thirty- 
six  lion-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  making 
n  total  of  thirty-eight  men.  There  were  eleven  or 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  in  the  fort  and  about 
twenty-Ave  casks  of  powder  in  the  magazine,  twenty 
casks  having  been  procured  a  few  days  previous  from 
the  commissary  store  in  Bedford,  which  was  kept  by 
Philip  and  Leonard  Jarvis,  brothers. 

"About  one  o'clock  P.M.  Worth  Bates,  who  lived 
at  a  place  on  the  Bedford  side  called  McPherson's 
Wharf,  and  who  had  that  day  been  out  fishing, 
landed  nl  the  fort  in  his  boat  and  informed  the  cap- 
tain thnt  a  Rritish  fleet  was  in  the  bay  and  nearly  up 
with  the  point.  In  n  few  moments  they  made  their 
appearance  by  the  point.    The  larger  ships  sailed  up 
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the  river  and  anchored  off  abreast  the  fort.  About 
One-half  or  more  of  the  smaller  vessels  anchored  off 
Clarke's  Point,  and  the  remainder  dropped  in  to  the 
east  of  the  larger  vessels  and  commenced  embarking 
troops  in  a  small  cove  a  short  distance  to  the  east  of 
the  fort,  behind  a  point  of  wood  and  under  cover  of 
the  gum  of  the  larger  vessels.  The  fleet  consisted  of 
thirty-six  sail.  Immediately  upon  discovering  them 
three  guns  were  fired  from  the  fort  to  alarm  the  conn- 
try,  and  a  dispatch  sent  to  Howland's  Ferry  for  rein- 
forcements. The  debarkation  of  the  British  troops 
commenced  about  two  o'clock,  both  to  the  eastward 
of  the  fort  and  at  Clarke's  Cove.  A  company  of  artil- 
lery from  Boston,  consisting  of  about  sixty  men, 
under  the  command  of  Capt,  (James)  Cushman,  was 
stationed  at  the  head  of  Clarke's  Cove,  which  upon  the 
landing  of  the  British  fell  back  and  retreated  to  the 
head  of  the  Acushnet  River.  (James)  Metcalf  was 
first  lieutenant  of  this  company,  and  was  shot  during 
the  night  at  Acushnet  village.  William  Gordon,  of 
this  town,  was  second  lieutenant  and  was  taken  pris- 
oner by  the  British,  but  made  his  escape  before  he 
arrived  at  the  Head  of  Acushnet,  The  troops  con- 
tinued to  debark  from  the  transports  lying  east  of  the 
fort  until  night,  but  neither  their  movements  nor  the 
motions  of  those  landed  at  the  cove  could  be  seen 
from  the  fort. 

"  Not  long  after  dark  the  detachment  from  the  cove 
commenced  the  work  of  destruction.  The  first  build- 
ings discovered  in  flames  were  the  rope-walks  of 
(owner  unknown)  and  the  distillery  belonging  to 
Isaac  Howland,  father  of  the  late  Isaac  Howland,  Jr. 
Soon  after  all  the  stores,  warehouses,  some  barns  and 
dwelling-houses,  together  with  every  vessel  they  could 
get  at,  were  in  flames.  There  was  a  large  number  of 
vessels  in  the  harbor  at  the  time,  a  large  English  ship 
having  been  brought  in  a  prize  by  the  French  a  few 
days  previous  and  then  lying  at  Rotch's  wharf,  as  well 
as  several  others  a  short  time  before.  Every  vessel 
was  burnt,  excepting  those  lying  in  the  stream,  which 
they  could  not  get  at,  and  a  small  craft  somewhere  up 
the  river.  The  number  of  vessels  destroyed  was  sev- 
enty. Among  the  dwelling-houses  burnt  was  (Joseph) 
Rotch's  and  Isaac  Howland's. 

"A  little  before  nine  o'clock,  or  between  eight 
and  nine,  and  after  some  of  the  vessels  which  had 
been  set  on  fire  on  the  Bedford  side  had  drifted  down 
towards  the  fort,  the  detachment  which  landed  on  the 
east  side  advanced  upon  the  fort  from  the  eastward. 
Two  guns  were  fired  at  the  fleet,  and  after  spiking  the 
guns  the  garrison  retreated  to  the  north,  leaving  their 
colors  flying.  The  British,  supposing  the  fort  to  be 
still  garrisoned,  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  it  with  their 
artillery,  which  soon  ceased  upon  not  being  returned. 
The  garrison  were  at  this  time  ranged  along  a  low 
wall  a  short  distance  to  the  north  of  the  fort,  waiting 
to  discover  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy,  in  order 
to  make  their  retreat  successfully.  They  were  soon 
discovered  by  the  British,  who  fired  upon  them  and 


wounded  a  man  by  the  name  of  Robert  Grossman.  A 
ball  passed  through  one  wrist  and  acroa*  the  other. 
A  hasty  retrest  was  then  commenced,  and  the  enemy 
not  knowing  the  exact  position  and  strength  of  the 
Americans,  did  not  make  a  vigorous  pursuit.  The 
whole  garrison,  with  the  exception  of  the  wounded 
man  and  two  others,  John  Skiff  and  his  father,  who 
were  taken  prisoners,  succeeded  in  making  their  escape 
to  the  woods  at  some  little  distance  north  of  Fair- 
haven,  where  they  lay  through  the  night,  and  until 
the  British  had  passed  them  from  the  Head  of  the 
River.  Uefore  the  fort  was  evacuated,  a  train  of  pow- 
der was  placed  from  the  magazine  to  the  platform. 
The  British,  upon  entering,  after  destroying  the  ram- 
rods, sponges,  etc.,  applied  a  slow  match  to  the  maga- 
zine, which,  communicating  with  the  train  left  by  the 
garrison,  was  blown  up  sooner  than  was  intended,  de- 
stroying one  man,— at  least  the  fragments  of  whose 
gun,  cap,  and  accoutrements  were  afterwards  discov- 
ered near  by.  After  burning  the  barracks,  guard- 
house, etc.,  the  detachment  moved  north,  destroying 
vessels,  stores,  etc.,  and  formed  a  junction  with  the 
detachment  from  the  west  side  somewhere  towards 
the  Head  of  Acushnet,  after  which  they  marched 
down  towards  the  fort.  They  were  out  all  night.  The 
next  day  they  re-embarked  near  the  fort. 

"The  leading  platoons  of  the  detachment  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  fired  upon  three  men,  who  were 
armed,  near  the  house  of  Joseph  Russell  (  father  of 
Oilbert,  Abraham,  and  Humphrey),  two  ofwhom  wero 
shot  down.  These  men  were  Abraham  Russell,  about 
forty  years  of  age;  Thomas  Cook,  a  young  man  who 
lived  with  him  ;  and  Diah  Trafford,  about  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  The  British  advancing  rapidly  upon 
them  with  fixed  bayonets,  they  begged  for  quarter, 
which  was  refused.  Russell  was  killed  Immediately, 
his  head  being  entirely  cut  to  pieces.  Cook  died  about 
daylight ;  his  bowels  were  ripped  open.  Trafford  was 
shot  through  the  leg  and  severely  wounded  in  the  ab- 
domen by  a  bayonet.  He  died  the  next  day  about 
ten  o'clock,  after  making  some  statements  relative  to 
the  death  of  his  companions.  They  were  all  carried 
into  Joseph  Russell's  house  in  the  morning. 

"The  prisoners  taken  slated,  when  they  were  re- 
leased, that  the  troops  which  landed  on  the  east  side 
were  delayed  some  hours,  in  consequence  of  their 
light-horse  and  artillery  becoming  entangled  in  a 
marsh  which  lay  at  the  head  of  the  cove  wheti  they 
landed.  This  accounts  for  their  delay  in  making  an 
attack  upon  the  fort. 

"  On  the  night  following  the  general  attack,  a  num- 
ber of  barges  were  discovered  coming  up  the  river, 
which  were  fired  upon  and  driven  back  by  the  force 
which  by  this  time  had  assembled  at  Fairhaven,  a 
detachment  having,  I  think,  arrived  from  Howland's 
Ferry,  and  a  body  of  militia  from  Middleborough, 
making  several  hundred.  It  was  supposed  that  their 
object  was  plunder,  and  that  the  expedition  was  not 
ordered  by  any  of  the  general  officers. 
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"  I  returned  to  the  fort  in  two  or  three  days,  as  did 
the  rest  of  the  garrison. 

"  William  Tallman's  father  was  taken  prisoner. 
Several  prisoners  were  taken  nt  Acuahnot  vitiligo. 

"The  American  prisoners,  on  their  return, reported 
that  the  whole  force  of  the  British  was  about  five 
thousand  five  hundred.  Thin,  it  is  presumed,  included 
the  number  composing  the  crew  of  the  several  vessels. 

"  The  detachment  on  the  west  side  must  have  nearly 
reached  the  Head  of  the  River  before  the  fort  was 
evacuated.  Both  detachments  had  artillery,  and  I 
think  light  horse. 

"  Obed  Cushman  was  here  with  the  militia  next 
day ;  says  he  was  in  the  sloop  '  Providence'  awhile, 
all  cut  to  pieces  during  her  last  cruise. 

"  Isaac  Howland  stated  bis  loss  in  shipping  to  be 
six  thousand  dollars." 

John  Gilbert  t  Account. — "  On  the  5th  of  September, 
1778,  in  the  afternoon,  the  British  fleet  arrived  off 
Clarke's  Point.  It  consisted  of  two  frigates,  an  eigh- 
teen-gun  brig,  and  about  thirty-six  transports.  The 
latter  were  small  ships.  The  two  frigntes  and  brig 
anchored  opposite  the  month  of  the  Acuahnet  River, 
and  a  little  below  the  point.  The  transports  were 
anchored  outside  the  Great  Ledge,  and  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  core.  The  troops,  including  light-horse, 
artillery,  etc.,  were  landed  in  barges.  The  landing 
was  completed  a  little  before  night,  near  where  the 
present  almshouse  stands,  and  the  troops  arrived  at 
the  head  of  Main  Street  (now  Union)  about  dusk.  A 
partof  the  troops  here  wheeled  to  the  right  and  passed 
down  Main  Street  for  the  purpose  of  burning  the  town, 
while  the  remainder  continued  their  march  to  the 
north  on  the  county  road.  There  were  not,  at  that 
time,  more  than  fifteen  able-bodied  men  in  the  placo, 
every  person  that  could  leave  having  gone  to  rein- 
force the  American  army  on  Rhode  Island,  where  at 
that  very  time  they  were  engaged,  the  cannon  being 
distinctly  hoard  here.  I  was  at  that  time  an  appren- 
tice to  Joseph  Russell,  the  father  of  Abraham  Russell, 
and  had  been  sent  for  a  horse  to  carry  my  mistress  to 
some  place  of  safety.  On  my  return  she  had  gone,  as 
nlso  the  goods  from  the  house,  but  Peace  Ak ins  was 
there  (a  connection  of  the  family),  whom  I  was  di- 
rected to  carry  with  roe.  The  house  stood  at  tho  pres- 
ent corner  or  County  and  Morgan  Streets,  and  a  little 
within  the  fence  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Charles  W. 
Morgan's  lot.  Ily  this  time  the  British  had  appeared 
in  sight.  I  was  upon  the  horse  by  the  side  of  tho 
horse-block,  urging  Mrs.  Akins  to  be  quick  in  getting 
ready.  She,  however,  made  some  little  delay  by  re- 
turning into  tho  house  for  something,  and  before  she 
had  time  to  get  up  behind  mo  four  light-horsemen 
passed  tia,  but  without  paying  us  any  particular  atten- 
tion. Whilst  the  head  of  the  British  column  was 
passing  us,  and  whilst  Peace  was  in  the  very  act  uf 
getting  upon  the  horse,  a  soldier  came  up, and  seizing 
the  horse's  bridle  commanded  me  to  get  off.  I  made 
no  reply,  but  by  reining  the  horse  suddenly  round 


knocked  him  down,  which  left  me  perfectly  at  liberty, 
and  headed  to  the  north.  The  troops  occupied  nearly 
tho  whole  of  the  road,  leaving,  however,  a  small  space 
on  the  west  side  between  them  and  the  wall.  Through 
this  open  space  I  attempted  to  pass  by,  urging  my 
horse  at  the  top  of  his  speed,  but  before  I  had  gone 
five  rods  a  whole  platoon  was  fired  at  me,  without 
hitting  cither  myself  or  horse.  These  were  the  first 
guns  fired  by  the  British.  The  troops  now  opened 
from  the  centre  to  close  the  space  next  tho  wall,  which 
reduced  me  to  the  necessity  of  passing  through  the 
centre  of  the  remaining  platoons.  This  I  effected 
without  injury,  in  consequence  of  the  speed  of  my 
horse,  and  being  so  mixed  up  with  the  troops  as  to 
prevent  their  firing.  About  twenty  feet  in  advance 
of  the  leading  platoon  wore  placed  two  men  with 
fixed  bayonets  as  an  advanced  guard.  They  were 
about  six  feet  apart,  and  as  I  advanced  from  the  rear 
they  both  faced  about  and  presented  their  pieces, 
which  I  think  were  snapped  at  me,— they  did  not  fire. 
I  passed  through  between  them  and  made  my  escape, 
turning  up  the  Smith  Mills  road.  I  went  to  Timothy 
Maxfield's,  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  and  stayed  all 
night. 

"I  afterwards  learned  that  upon  my  leaving  P. 
Akins  on  the  horse-block,  some  British  officers  rode 
up  and  assured  her  that  if  she  remained  perfectly 
quiet  nothing  should  injure  her.  She  remained  in 
this  situation  until  the  troops  had  passed  and  the 
officers  left  her,  when  she  went  over  to  the  east  side 
of  Uie  road. 

"The  four  horsemen  who  first  passed  us  on  the 
horse  block  went  into  tho  house  and  plundered  two 
men  whom  they  found  there,  the  goods  having  been 
already  conveyed  back.  These  men  were  Humphrey 
Tallman  and  Joseph  Trafford,  who  worked  for  Joseph 
Russell. 

"As  I  passed  up  the  Smith  Mills  road,  and  about 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  county  road,  I  met 
William  Haydon  and  Oliver  Potter,  both  armed  with 
muskets  who  inquired  where  the  main  body  of  the 
British  then  were.  I  told  them  they  were  nearly 
square  against  us.  Upon  receiving  this  information 
they  cut  across  the  woods,  and,  as  I  was  afterwards 
told,  camo  out  a  little  in  advance  of  the  British,  and 
near  the  west  end  of  the  present  North  Street.  The 
woods  were  very  thick  on  the  west  side  of  County 
Street  at  this  place,  and  under  cover  of  night  and 
these  wooda  Haydon  and  Potter  fired  upon  the  sol- 
diers and  killed  two  horsemen.  This  I  was  told  by 
Haydon  and  Potter,  and  also  by  the  American  pris- 
oners on  their  return  home,  who  saw  them  put  into 
the  baggage-wagon. 

"A  few  minutes  after  these  men  were  shot,  Abra- 
ham Rus-ell,  Thomas  Cook,  and  Diah  Trafford,  all 
l>eing  armed,  were  discovered  by  the  British  attempt- 
ing to  leave  the  village  by  coining  up  a  cross-way  into 
County  Street.  When  at  the  corner  of  this  way  with 
I  County  Street,  or  nearly  so,  they  were  fired  upon  by 
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the  British  and  all  shot  down.  Trafford  was  twenty- 
one  years  old,  lacking  fourteen  days,  and  was  in  the 
employment  or  Joseph  Ruasell,  with  whom  I  then  lived. 
He  was  shot  through  the  heart  and  died  instantly. 
After  that  his  face  was  badly  cut  to  pieces  by  the 
sabres  of  the  British.  Cook  also  worked  for  Russell 
by  the  month,  and  was  nearly  forty  years  of  age. 
He  waa  ahot  through  the  leg,  and  ub>o  through  the 
bowels,  the  bullet  passing  through  hia  bladder.  He 
died  about  daylight  next  morning.  Russell  waa 
about  forty  years  of  age.  He  died  about  ten  o'clock 
next  morning,  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Russell,  where 
they  were  all  carried,  alter  remaining  in  the  road 
whore  they  were  shot  all  night.  Russell  and  Cook 
were  buried  in  Dartmouth;  Trafford  was  buried  on  a 
hill  by  the  shore,  a  little  north  of  the  old  rope-walk 
in  this  town.  This  was  a  sort  of  potter's  field,  where 
sailors  were  buried.  The  land  belonged  to  Joseph 
Russell. 

"  A  company  of  artillery,  consisting  of  about  eighty 
privates,  had  been  sent  from  Boston  for  the  protection 
of  the  place.  The  building  occupied  by  them  as  bar- 
racks waa  the  poor-house,  which  stood  near  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Philip  Anthony's  dwelling-house.  It  was 
a  long,  low  building,  and  has  since  been  pulled  down. 
The  company  was  commanded  by  Capt.  James  Cush- 
ing,  of  Boston.  Joseph  Bell,  of  Boston,  was  first 
lieutenant;  William  Oordon,  of  Boston,  second  lieu- 
tenant, and  James  Metcalf,  of  Boston,  third  lieu- 
tenant. The  latter  waa  mortally  wounded  by  the 
British  during  the  uight  at  Acushnet.  This  com- 
pany, although  stationed  here,  had,  a  short  time  pre- 
vious to  the  landing  of  the  British,  been  called  to 
Howland's  Ferry  to  aid  the  Americans  against  the 
British  on  Rhode  Island.  But  during  the  day  of  the 
landing,  Lieuts.  Gordon  and  Metcalf  bad  returned 
with  part  of  the  company  and  one  field-piece.  As  the 
British  advanced  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
treating. They  had  a  yoke  of  oxen  of  Joseph  Rus- 
sell's to  draw  the  cannon.  , 

"  The  officers  of  this  company  had  their  quarters 
at  und  boarded  with  Mrs.  Deborah  Doubleday,  a 
widow,  in  the  house  in  which  Judge  Prescott's  office 
now  is,  which  was  then  owned  by  Seth  Russell,  father 
of  the  late  Seth  and  Charles.  After  Metcalf  was 
wounded  he  was  brought  down  to  this  house,  where 
I  saw  him  the  next  day.  I  think  he  lived  three  days. 
I  was  at  his  funeral.  He  was  buried  on  the  hill  by 
the  old  meeting-house  at  Acushnet,  'under  arms.' 

"  The  night  was  clear  moonlight. 

"McPhereon's  wharf  was  at  Bellville,  and  was 
burnt  by  the  British,  together  with  some  vessels  lying 
there.  A  brig  called  the  '  No  Duty  on  Tea'  was 
burnt  at  this  wharf.  She  drifted  down  the  river  after 
her  fastenings  were  burnt  ofT,  and  finally  sank  just  at 
the  north  of  Dog  Fish  Bar,  and  abreast  of  the  Burying- 
Oround  Hill.  8ev«ral  other  small  vessels  were  burut 
at  this  wharf  and  sank.  They  were  afterwards  got  up. 

"  An  armed  vessel  sank  on  the  west  side  of  Crow 


Island.  8he  was  afterwards  got  up.  Her  guns  were 
got  up  by  some  persons  who  dived  down  and  fastened 
ropes  to  them,  when  they  were  hoisted  up.  Benjamin 
C.  Myrick  was  drowned  in  diving  down  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fastening  a  rope  to  the  last  one. 

"There  were  only  two  wharves  in  Bedford  at  that 
time,— Rotch's,  the  largest,  and  Joseph  Russell's,  now 
Central. 

"  On  the  day  the  British  landed,  they  commenced 
carting  goods  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  and 
carried  them  on  to  a  piece  of  cleared  land  containing 
about  one  acre  which  was  situated  in  the  woods  west 
of  the  jail,  and  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  swamps, 
heavy  wood,  and  thick  copse.  Many  others  carried 
goods  to  the  same  place.  After  moving  all  the  goods 
I  waa  sent  for  a  horse  to  the  pasture  west  of  where 
the  jail  now  stands,  as  stated  before. 

"  On  Sunday  morning,  the  day  following  the  burn- 
ing of  Bedford,  a  small  force  in  two  barges  was  sent 
to  Padanaratn.  Three  or  four  houses  belonging  to 
the  Akins  were  burnt,  and  a  brig  on  the  stocks. 

"  These  Akins  were  strong  Whigs,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  they  were  instrumental  in  driving  away  from 
there  three  men  who  adhered  to  the  British,  and  who, 
with  all  who  took  that  course,  were  called  Tories. 
The  names  of  these  men  were  Richard  Shearman, 
Joseph  Castle,  and  Eldad  Tuppcr.  These  men  went 
to  the  British,  and  as  two  of  them  were  pilots,  it  is 
supposed  that  they  pointed  out  the  channel  of  our 
harbor  to  the  British.  This  accounts  for  the  fact  that 
certain  houses  only  were  burnt  at  Padanaratn." 

Remini$eence$  collected  by  Capt.  Lemuel  S.  Akin. — 
"  While  the  British  were  marching  up  to  Bedford, 
William  Tobey,  once  postmaster  in  New  Bedford,  was 
driving  a  team  loaded  with  goods  for  u  safe  place  of 
deposit,  but  was  so  hardly  pressed  by  the  British  that 
he  unyoked  his  oxeu  and  lea  his  wagon  and  goods  a 
prize  to  the  enemy. 

"  Arrived  at  the  Head  of  the  River,  a  party  left  the 
main  body  und  went  north  as  far  as  the  old  gambrel- 
roofed  house  of  Dr.  Tobey,  still  standing.  I  believe 
that  it  was  a  geueral  baking-day  in  these  parts,  for 
here  (hey  found  in  the  cellar  an  ovcu  full  of  bread, 
and  pork  and  beans.  These  they  soon  dispatched, 
and  robbed  the  house  of  what  they  wanted,  and  en- 
deavored to  destroy  the  rest.  But  the  British  pilferers 
in  going  down  the  cellar  left  the  door  wide  open,  and 
that  effectually  prevented  their  seeing  another  door 
immediately  behind  it,  leading  to  u  room  where  their 
most  valuable  clothing  wus  deposited,  ami  by  that 
means  was  saved.  Another  instance  of  the  same  kind 
occurred  at  Bartholomew  Taber's. 

"  They  burned  several  houses  at  the  Head  of  the 
River,  among  others  one  belonging  to  t  "apt.  Crundou, 
who,  to  revenge  himself  on  the  British  marauders, 
would  not  suffer  his  new  house  to  be  placed  over  his 
old  cellar,  nor  suffer  the  cellar  to  be  filled  up  until  his 
son,  having  the  management  in  some  measure  of  his 
father's  business,  accomplished  it. 
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"It  wm  at  Acuahnet  village  that  Lieut.  Mctcalf 
was  mortally  wounded.  He  km  from  Boston,  and 
belonged  to  tho  Continental  army.  Some  verses  were 
composed  on  his  death  at  tho  time  by  a  Mrs.  Nrgus. 
She  had  not  the  inspiration  of  a  Sappho,  yet  they 
were  much  esteemed  at  the  time;  in  fact,  much  worse 
have  been  written,  and  printed  too. 

"The  first  building  they  burned  after  leaving  the 
Head  of  the  Kiver  was  a  house  on  the  premises  now 
owned  by  David  Russell,  then  occupied  by  Col.  Pope. 
Eldad  Tupper,  a  Tory,  and  well  acquainted  in  these 
parts,  acted  as  their  guide,  and  could  inform  them  of 
all  holding  office  or  commissions.  As  they  proceeded 
south,  and  near  by,  they  came  to  Stephen  and  Thomas 
Hathaway  a.  The  latter  was  a  man  of  handsome 
property  in  those  days,  and  without  children,  but  he 
had  a  ward  living  with  him,  Jonathan  Kempton,  who 
eventually  inherited  it.  At  the  time  the  fleet  anchored 
be  was  at  the  lower  end  of  Sconticut  Neck,  and  left 
immediately  for  home  to  remove  the  household  furni- 
ture to  a  place  of  safety.  After  packing  up,  he  took 
a  smnll  trunk  containing  quite  a  valuable  quantity  of 
silver  plate,  and  as  he  stepped  to  the  door  to  leave  the 
house  he  was  met  by  their  advance-guard,  who  told 
him  they  would  relieve  him  from  any  further  care  of 
the  trunk,  After  taking  what  things  they  wanted 
from  the  house,  they  collected  beds  and  bedding  in  a 
chamber  and  set  fire  to  them,  and  very  luckily  shut 
the  doors.  They  took  Mr.  Kempton  a  prisoner,  and 
told  him  they  should  carry  him  to  New  York.  He 
entreated  them  to  let  him  have  his  liberty.  After 
carrying  him  to  the  end  of  a  long  lane  leading  to  tho 
house  they  consented,  after  taking  one  of  the  two 
pairs  of  breeches  that  he  had  on ;  that  he  had  two 
pairs  on  they  knew  from  having  robbed  him  of  his 
watch,  but  they  informed  him  they  must  lire  at  him 
as  a  deserter,  which  they  did,  but  whether  with  an 
intention  of  hitting  him  or  not  he  never  knew.  The 
ball,  however,  hit  a  large  cherry-tree,  one  of  a  num- 
ber that  lined  a  long  passage  or  lane  leading  to  the 
house.  Mr.  Kempton  returned  to  the  house  in  time 
to  extinguish  the  fire. 

"  Proceeding  on  in  something  of  a  hurry,  burning 
now  and  then  a  bouse  or  a  store  and  destroying  prop- 
erty and  frightening  men,  women,  and  children,  who 
generally,  Indian-like,  fled  to  the  woods  with  what 
little  thry  could  carry  for  safety,  some  rather  laugh- 
able scenes  occurred  amid  the  terror  and  confusion. 
One  woman,  it  is  charitable  to  suppoec  not  till  after 
mighty  efTorta  and  years  of  longing,  at  last  procured 
a  brass  warming-pan.  This,  though  previous  to  Lord 
Timothy  Dexter  s  venture  of  warming-pans  to  the 
West  Indies,  was  too  valuable  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  rapacious  'regulars;'  accordingly  clothes, 
braiding,  household  furniture,  all,  except  the  warm- 
ing-pan, was  abandoned  to  its  fate.  With  this  she, 
witu  many  others,  started  for  the  woods.  Fear  is  a 
frfsi  crc?)t°r  of  phantoms.    Arrived  at  the  woods, 


onward  was  the  word.  The  bended  elastic  bushes 
and  limbs  of  trees  were  continually  striking  the  warm- 
ing-pan with  a  force,  in  their  judgment,  sufficient  to 
give  the  regulars  a  clue  to  their  whereabouts.  What 
was  to  be  done?  The  owner  must  leave  the  pan  be- 
hind or  must  herself  be  left;  the  former  she  would  not 
do,  the  latter  she  could  not  prevent,  and  every  one 
fled  from  woman  and  pan  with  as  much  eagerness  as 
before  they  fled  from  the  regulars. 

"The  British  fell  in  with  a  Quaker,  Jelhro  Hath- 
away, fattier  of  the  late  Stephen,  and  took  his  broad- 
brim from  his  head,  hurled  it  in  the  air,  and  after 
making  much  sport  with  it  said, '  Let  the  old  Quaker 
have  it  again.' 

"  Bartholomew  Taber,  a  calm,  courageous  man,  re- 
mained by  his  house,  and  waa  harably  treated  by  the 
British  soldiery.  One  fellow  threatened  to  shoot  him, 
and  aimed  his  musket  several  times  at  his  head,  but 
perceiving  it  waa  not  cocked  he  did  not  consider  him- 
self in  much  danger.  He  heard  the  bullet  whistle  in 
the  air,  fired  from  the  bushes  at  the  British,  which 
caused  theburning  of  the  school-house  on  his  premises, 
and  heard  them  call  for  a  match  at  the  same  time. 

"  Near  the  Sconticut  road,  about  ono  mile  east  of 
Fairhavcn  village,  waa  the  house  and  farm  of  CapU 
John  Alden.  He  had  a  small  stone  building  some 
little  distance  from  his  house,  in  which  he  kept  gro- 
ceries for  sale.  He  had  moved  his  family  and  some 
goods  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  had  returned  with  his 
ox  team  for  more  goods  and  furniture.  A  neighbor 
came  to  purchase  some  rum,  and  while  in  the  act  of 
getting  it  the  British  arrived  and  relieved  him  of  the 
care  of  the  team.  They  drove  his  oxen  on  the  Neck, 
where  they  were  slaughtered  for  the  use  of  the  army. 
On  the  Neck  tbey  stopped  at  the  house  of  John  Wcat, 
who  had  in  his  pen  a  large  fat  hog.  They  put  a 
bayonet  through  him  and  left  him  dead. 

"Just  before  they  came  to  what  is  called  the  'Nar- 
rows,' in  a  cleared  field  where  there  were  several  stacks 
of  salt  hay,  they  left  a  detachment  of  their  army,  who, 
fatigued  and  sleepy,  after  setting  a  guard  and  scatter- 
ing the  hay,  lay  on  it  and  took  a  nap.  The  remainder 
continued  on  about  one  mile  to  where  the  Widow 
Dean  now  lives,  the  place  of  their  final  embarkation. 
They  bad  with  them  at  this  time  an  active,  resolute 
person  by  the  name  of  Pease  as  their  prisoner.  He 
was  not  very  strictly  guarded,  and  as  they  were  sur- 
rounded by  woods  made  his  escape  to  the  east  side  of 
the  Neck,  and  headed  north  by  the  edge  of  the  woods 
and  marsh  until  he  came  to  the  Narrows,  where  he 
entered  the  road.  Being  ignorant  at  the  time  of  an 
enemy  near,  he  was  hailed  by  the  guard  in  the  road, 
and  immediately  advancing  to  him,  with  a  club 
secreted  under  his  jacket,  with  oue  blow  over  the 
head  dispatched  bim  and  effected  hia  escape.  It  waa 
supposed  the  act  was  witnessed  by  those  on  board  the 
fleet,  who  with  their  glasses  could  easily  do  it,  for  im- 
mediately after  the  blow  was  given  a  gun  was  fired 
from  one  of  their  ships.   There  is  little  doubt  the 
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guard  was  killed,  aa  a  grate  was  found  made  by  the 
British  near  the  spot.  Many  supposed  Pease  did 
wrong,  and  that  a  judgment  overtook  him  at  last,  as 
he  was  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  well-sweep." 

Statement  of  Charles  Qritmell.— Charles  Grinnell 
made  the  following  statement  from  what  he  had  been 
told  by  his  mother  and  members  of  the  Howland 
family : 

"  Susanna  Orinnell  and  her  sister,  Sarah  Tucker, 
left  the  house  of  Mrs.  Qriunel!  when  the  British 
landed,  on  horseback,  and  went  to  Mrs.  Tucker's. 
The  detachment  of  the  army  which  left  the  main 
body  and  turned  down  Main  Street  and  burnt  the 
town,  stacked  their  arms  in  front  of  the  old  brick 
house  occupied  and  owned  by  old  Isaac  Howland  (old 
Isaac  came  from  Newport).  Howland  invited  the 
officers,  Qen.  Grey  and  his  staff,  to  come  in  and  take 
some  refreshments.  White  they  were  thus  enjoying 
themselves  one  of  Howland's  men  came  running  up 
and  told  him  that  the  soldiers  had  broken  into  the 
distil-house,  bad  got  to  the  rum,  got  drunk,  and  set 
the  distil-house  on  Are.  This  exasperated  Gen.  Grey, 
for  he  did  not  wish  to  have  the  property  of  his  host 
destroyed.  He  ordered  the  men  corrected  and  sent 
aboard  the  ship.  While  they  were  thus  resting,  some 
of  the  men  amused  themselves  with  firing  into  the 
east  end  of  Mrs.  Grinnell's  house.  The  ball-holes 
are  now  to  be  seen  under  the  shingles.  The  men 
broke  into  the  back  of  Mrs.  Grinnell's  house,  plun- 
dered it  and  set  Are  to  it.  A  faithful  black  woman, 
who  had  remained  in  the  house,  put  out  the  Are.  8he 
was  in  the  cellar  while  they  were  firing." 

The  raid  on  Isaac  Howland's  rum  may  account  for 
some  of  the  men  misting  in  Gen.  Grey's  official  re- 
turn. 

List  of  Property  Destroyed. — The  following  docu- 
ment was  found  among  the  papers  of  Gilbert  Russell, 
in  his  own  handwriting: 

Shipping  Burnt  Sept.  6, 1778,  by  the  British  Troop*,  vix.  .- 
Ship  "  Harriet." 
Ship  "Hellish"  (Continental). 
Ship  "  Fanny"  (French  prize). 
Ship  "Hero." 
Ship  "Leopard." 
Ship  "Spaniard." 
Ship  "Crcaar." 
Barque  "  Nanny." 
Snow  "Simeon." 
Brig  "Sally"  (Continental). 
Brig  "Rosin." 
Brig  "Sally"  (fish). 
Schooner  "  Adventure." 
Schooner  "  Loyalty"  (Continental). 
Sloop  "Nelly." 
Sloop  "Fly  Fish." 
Sloop  (Capt.  Lawrence). 
Schooner  "  Defiance." 
Schooner  (Capt.  Jenny). 


Brig  "  No  Duly  on  Tea." 

Schooner  "8ally"  (".Hornet's"  prize). 

Sloop  (Bowers). 

Sloop  "  Sally"  (twelve  guns). 

Brig  (Ritchie). 

Brig  "  Dove" 

Brig  "  Holland." 

Sloop  "Joseph  Russell." 

Sloop  "  Boxirow." 

Sloop  "Pilot  Fish." 

8chooner  (the  other  side). 

Brig  "Sally." 

Sloop  "  Retaliation." 

Sloop  (J.  Brown's). 

8chooner  (eastward). 

Dweiling-HouH*.  —  Benjamin  Tuber,  2;  Leonard 
Jarvia,  1 ;  J.  Lowden,  1  ;  J.  Gerrish,  1 ;  W.  Claghorn, 
1 ;  V.  Childs,  1 ;  Joseph  Rotch,  1 ;  Joseph  Rolch,  Jr., 
1 ;  Joseph  Russell,  1. 

Shop*,  etc.  —  Isaac  Howland's:  distil-house,  1; 
cooper's  shop,  1 ;  warehouses,  3.  Joseph  Russell's: 
barn,  1 ;  shop,  1.  Church's  shop  (shoe),  1.  Joseph 
Russell's:  store,  1;  warehouses  (old),  2;  2  shops 
(small),  2;  candle-house,  1.  L.  Kempton,  1.  Rotch 
&  Jarvis:  shop,  1;  warehouses,  2.  Joseph  Rotch: 
barn,  1 ;  chaise-bouse,  1.  Total,  20.  Rope-walk  and 
one  house;  A.Smith's  blacksmith-shop;  Benjamin 

Til  bur' a  shop. 

Some  Doubtful  Point*.— There  is  some  doubt  with 
reference  to  Hr.  Macoinber's  statement  of  troops 
landing  east  of  the  fort.  It  is  not  mentioued  in  Gen. 
Grey's  official  reports  nor  in  other  accounts.  The  de- 
struction of  the  fort,  as  far  as  can  be  gathered  from 
Gen.  Grey,  was  accomplished  by  the  troop*  who  had 
marched  from  Clarke's  Cove  around  the  Head  of  the 
River.  This  is  not,  however,  a  direct  statement,  and 
if  it  is  thought  to  be  settled  that  Mr.  Macomber  saw 
the  troops  leaving  the  vessels  and  steering  for  the  land 
in  Fairhaven  Cove,  his  account  is  conclusive.  Ou 
the  other  hand,  the  advance  of  the  column  from 
Clarku's  Cove  might  have  reached  Sconticut  Neck 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  garrison  in  the  fort, 
while  the  firing  detachments  delayed  at  New  Bedford, 
Bellvillo,  and  other  places;  and  having  thus  estab- 
lished a  base  for  re-ombarkation,  the  attack  on  the 
fort  might  have  been  made  by  them  while  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  the  rear-guard  from  Bedford.  On  the 
whole,  however,  Mr.  Macoinber's  statement  will  prob- 
ably be  accepted.  It  is  at  any  rate  full  and  circum- 
stantial with  reference  to  all  the  movement*  of  the 
British.  The  people  of  Bedford  village  would  natu- 
rally have  their  attention  engrossed  by  the  landiug  at 
Clarke's  Cove  and  the  burning  of  the  village  and 
shippiug,  and  would  be  ignorant  of  operations  east  of 
the  fori. 

Mr.  Macomber's  statement  that  Isaac  Howland's 
house  was  burned  must  be  incorrect.  The  house  was 
on  the  north  side  of  Union  Street,  aud  was  torn  dowu 
in  order  to  open  Chea|>side,  now  Pleasant  Street. 
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There  is  some  mystery  in  connection  with  the 
bout  attack  on  Fairhaven  m  related  by  Judge  Pope. 
The  affair  has  hail  another  version  with  msrvelously 
improbable  details.  Uen.  Orey's  account  of  an  ex- 
pedition to  burn  a  vessel  on  the  stocks  and  others  in 
the  stream  may  be  a  corroboration  of  it.  Judge 
Pope's  statement  is  probably  exaggerated,  as  there  is 
nothing  to  correspond  with  it  in  Gen.  Orey's  return 
of  killed  and  wounded.  There  was  a  house  standing 
in  Fairhaven,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Water  and 
Centre  Streets,  a  few  year*  ogo,  in  which  was  a  bullet- 
mark  said  to  have  been  made  in  this  skirmish.  The 
bullet  appeared  to  have  been  fired  from  a  northwest 
direction. 

Judge  Pope's  statement  that  the  troops  remained 
at  Sconticut  till  Monday,  the  7th,  would  appear  to  be 
a  mistake,  as  Gen.  Grey's  official  report  and  an  ac- 
count written  at  the  time  by  Robert  Fanahawe,  fleet 
captain,  state  directly  the  contrary.  And  yet  the 
current  tradition  in  Fairhaven  ia  that  the  destruction 
of  property  in  that  town  was  accomplished  on  Sunday 
forenoon,  the  6lh  ;  that  the  troops  bivouacked  Sunday 
night  on  Sconticut  Neck ;  and  that  people  frightened 
away  from  their  homes  in  Fairhaven  Sunday  morn- 
ing remained  in  the  woods  all  night.  A  letter  written 
in  1874  by  the  late  Jabez  Delano,  a  noted  antiquarian, 
slates  that  the  fort  was  destroyed  about  noon  on  Sun- 
day. 

The  Extent  of  the  Calamity.— Tho  object  of  the 
attack  bring  to  destroy  privateers,  prizes,  and  prize 
goods,  comparatively  few  dwelling-houses  were 
burned.  Some  were  unavoidably  involved  in  the 
destruction  of  adjacent  warehouses.  A  few  residences 
of  prominent  patriots  were  burned,  and  some  may 
have  been  set  on  fire  by  soldiers  in  drunken  insubor- 
dination. But  that  the  destruction  was  general  and 
wanton  with  respect  to  dwelling-houses  is  not  a  fact. 
Probably  a  few  were  destroyed  that  are  not  men- 
tioned in  Gilbert  Russell's  list.  Among  them  was 
Barzlllai  Merrick's,  on  the  east  side  of  South  Water 
Street.  The  British  official  account  states  that  sev- 
enty vessels  were  destroyed,  and  Mr.  Russell  enumer- 
ates only  thirty -four.  There  is  nothing  to  show  when 
Mr.  Russell's  list  was  written,  and  it  may  have  been 
a  good  many  years  after  the  conflagration. 

Capt.  Fansbawe's  report  says  prisoners  reported 
seventy  sail  of  vessels  destroyed. 

Another  fact  going  to  show  that  the  burning  was 
not  general  is  this,  that  in  1846  twenty-nine  houses 
were  standing  which  were  built  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  within  the  limits  of  what  comprised  the 
village  in  1778. 

A  careful  estimate  of  the  whole  loss  in  buildings 
and  wharves,  made  by  Judge  Pope,  places  it  at 
£11,241,  and  on  ahipping,  merchandise,  etc.,  £85,789, 
making  a  total  of  £96,980,  or  $328,207.  Lieut.  Wil- 
liam Gordon,  of  the  provincial  artillery,  estimated  it 
at  $422,680. 

Personal  Sketches—  Elijah  Macomber  belonged 


to  the  garrison  of  the  fort,  and  was  twenty-one  years 
!  old  at  the  time.  He  served  as  private  from  March  to 
|  December,  1778.  He  formerly  belonged  in  Dart- 
mouth, but  the  last  part  of  hia  life  waa  spent  in  this 
town  and  Fairhaven.  He  died  at  the  residence  of  hia 
son,  Lilloy  Macomber,  about  two  miles  northwest  of 
Russell's  Mills,  Nov.  18, 1849.  He  was  an  illiterate 
man,  and  when  drawn  into  conversation  on  Revolu- 
tionary matters  he  became  much  excited  and  spoke 
in  a  rambling  manner.  It  waa  impossible  to  obtain 
from  him  a  connected  account  of  the  invasion,  and 
his  statement,  which  waa  written  by  Henry  H.  Crapo, 
must  have  been  the  fruit  of  many  convcrsationa  at 
different  times.  Mrs.  Walter  D.  Swan  and  Mrs.  Ben- 
jamin Baker,  of  this  city,  are  his  only  surviving  chil- 
dren. 

John  Gilbert  was  fourteen  years  old  at  the  time 
of  the  raid.  His  parents  resided  in  Boston.  During 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  tended  the  wind-mill  on 
Mill  8treet,  between  Hill  and  County,  and  lived  in  a 
small  house  east  of  building  southeast  corner  of  Pur- 
chase and  North  Streets.  Charles  Gilbert,  son  of 
John  Gilbert,  was  shot  dead  by  a  stupid  sentinel  be- 
longing to  a  Middleborough  company  when  the  town 
of  New  Bedford  waa  garrisoned  in  1814.  Gilbert  was 
I  making  the  grand  rounds,  and  the  sentinel  fired  im- 
mediately after  the  first  challenge,  instead  of  waitiog 
until  a  repeated  challenge  had  elicited  no  answer.  A 
daughter  of  John  Gilbert  is  now  living  in  tho  alms- 
house. 

The  statements  of  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Macomber 
were  written  in  1839,  and  were  never  printed  until 
now,  except  a  few  brief  extracts. 

Edward  Pope  was  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  or  perhaps  of  the  local  County  Court,  and  was 
the  first  collector  of  customs  at  this  port  under  the 
United  Btates  government.  William  G.  E.  Pojw  is 
his  grandson.  He  lived  at  the  northeast  corner  of 
Union  and  Sixth  Streets,  in  a  house  now  standing  on 
Market  Street,  second  east  of  8ixth.  He  was  a  pris- 
oner in  the  hands  of  the  British  during  a  part  of  the 
memorable  night,  but  made  his  escape  before  morn- 
ing. 

Charles  Grinnell  was  a  cousin  of  Hon.  Joseph 
Grinned.  His  mother  lived  in  1778  in  what  is  now 
the  Whitcomb  house.  Mr.  Grinnell  built  the  next 
house  west  on  Union  Street. 

Capt.  Lemuel  8.  Akin  lived  in  Fairhaven,  and  his 
account  of  the  ravages  of  the  British  in  that  towu  was 
written  from  what  older  people  had  told  bim. 

Israel  Fearing  belonged  in  Wareham. 

Isaac  Howland  came  from  Newport.  His  son  orig- 
inated the  house  of  I.  Howland,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  for  many 
years  the  leading  firm  in  New  Bedford  in  the  whaling 
business.  The  other  members  of  the  firm  were  Ed- 
ward M.  Robinson,  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  and  Thomas 
Mandell.  Mr.  Robinson's  wife  and  Sylvia  Ann  How- 
land were  daughters  of  Gideon  Howland,  who  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Isaac  Howland,  Jr.  Iaaac  Howland 
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wan  a  Tory,  had  been  In  the  slave  trade  from  Rhode 
Ialand,  and  brought  alavet  with  him  when  he  removed 
to  Bedford. 

Joseph  Botch  came  from  Nantucket,  and  waa  the 
founder  or  the  Botch  family  of  New  Bedford.  Hia 
house,  which  waa  burned,  stood  near  the  lop  of  the 
hill  on  North  Water  Street.  The  house  of  Joseph 
Botch,  Jr.,  waa  south  of  it. 

Benjamin  Taber  was  a  boat-builder,  and  came  with 
Mr.  Botch  from  Nantucket  His  house  was  on  the 
north  side  of  Union  Street,  cast  of  Water. 

John  Qerrisb,  after  the  war,  kept  the  tavern  on  the 
east  side  of  Water  Street,  south  of  Commercial,  after- 
wards known  aa  the  Cole  Tavern.  He  had  three 
daughters,  who  married  John  Alexander,  Capt  David 
Leslie,  and  Preserved  Fish,  but  none  of  their  de- 
scendants are  now  here. 

W.  Claghorn's  house  was  on  the  west  side  of  South 
Water  Street,  near  Union.  He  belonged  to  the  some 
family  with  Capt.  George  Claghorn,  builder  of  frigate 
"Constitution."  George  Claghorn's  house  was  on 
the  east  side  of  Second  Street,  near  North,  and  waa 
burned  in  the  great  fire  of  1869. 

Joseph  Bussell  waa  the  founder  of  Bedford  villuge, 
which  waa  named  in  hia  honor  by  Joseph  Botch  in 
a  roundabout  complimentary  way.  The  family  name 
of  the  Dukes  of  Bedford  in  England  is  Bussell,  and 
owing  to  this  circumstance  the  name  was  proposed, 
but  it  ia  not  known  whether  the  New  Bedford  Buasells 
are  of  tho  same  family  or  not.  When  New  Bedford 
was  incorporated  as  a  town  in  1787  the  word  "  new" 
was  prefixed,  to  distinguish  it  from  Bedford  in  Mid- 
dlesex County.  Joseph  Russell  was  of  the  fifth  gen- 
eration from  Ralph  Bussell,  the  original  settler  at 
Bussell's  Mills.  His  candle-house,  which  waa  burned, 
waa  on  the  north  side  of  "  Centre  Street  Square."  It 
waa  another  Joseph  Russell,  "of  Boston,"  whose 
house  was  burned.  Tho  house  was  on  the  east  side  of 
Water  Street,  where  Commercial  Street  is  now  open. 

Gilbert  Bussell  was  a  son  of  Joseph,  and  father  of 
the  late  William  T.  Bussell.  He  built  and  succes- 
sively occupied  the  houses  now  occupied  by  Dr.  Abbe 
and  8.  G.  Morgan. 

John  Lowdcn  waa  a  calker  from  Pembroke,  and 
his  house  was  south  of  Claghorn's,  where  the  Hill 
house  now  stands.  It  was  the  first  house  built  in  the 
centre  of  the  village.  Mrs.  George  E.  Netcher  is  a 
granddaughter  of  John  Lowden,  and  Benjamin  F. 
Lowden,  formerly  a  photographer  in  thia  city,  and 
who  was  drowned  in  steamer  "  Grace  Irving"  oil"  the 
Gurnet  in  1873,  was  his  great-grandson. 

Capt.  Timothy  Ingraham,  who  commanded  at  the 
fort,  waa  grandfather  of  Robert  C.  and  Andrew  In- 
graham, and  of  the  late  Gen.  Timothy  Ingraham. 

Gen.  Grey's  Life  and  Character.— Gen.  Grey  was 
born  OcL  23, 1729.  He  was  aide-de-camp  to  Prince 
Ferdinand  in  Germany  and  to  Wolfe  at  Quebec; 
appointed  lieutenant-colonel  June  27,  1761 ;  com- 
manded the  Ninety-eighth  Regiment  at  the  capture 


of  Belle  Isle  in  1763 ;  was  appointed  colonel  Dec.  20, 
1772,  and  accompanied  Howe  to  Boston  in  1775,  who 
gave  him  the  local  rank  of  major-general.  For  his 
important  services  in  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was 
made  a  lieuteuant-general,  and  appointed  commander- 
in-chief  in  North  America  in  January,  1783.  He 
was  employed  in  Flanders  in  1793 ;  captured  Mar- 
tinique and  St  Lucia  in  1794;  whs  made  general  in 
1795;  was  raised  to  the  peerage  in  1801,  and  in  1806 
became  an  earl.  He  died  Nov.  14,  1807,  at  bin  seat 
near  Alnwick,  Northumberland. 

At  one  o'clock  on  Sept.  21,  1777,  about  two  miles 
southwest  of  Paoli,  Pa.,  Gen.  Grey  surprised  Gen. 
Wayne  with  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  who  had 
been  detached  from  Washington's  army  after  the 
battle  of  the  Brandywine  to  aunoy  the  British  rear 
and  attempt  to  cut  off  their  wagon-train.  His  orders 
then  were  to  rush  on  the  Americans  with  fixed  bay- 
onets without  firing  a  shot,  and  give  no  quarter. 
Wayne's  loss  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and 
wounded,  and  the  remainder  retreated  in  confusion 
toward  Chester. 

Oct.  4,  1777,  Oen.  Grey  commanded  a  large  portion 
of  the  left  wing  at  the  battle  of  Germantown. 

At  midnight,  Sept  27,  1778,  he  surprised  a  regi- 
ment of  light-horse  under  Lieut-Col.  Baylor,  en- 
camped in  barns  about  two  and  a  half  miles  south- 
west of  Tappan,  N.  Y.  They  were  sleeping  in 
unsoldierly  security,  and  when  captured  asked  for 
quarter,  which  was  inhumanly  refused  by  Grey,  who 
gave  special  orders  not  to  grant  it  Many  of  the 
soldiers  were  bayoneted  in  cold  blood.  Out  of  oue 
hundred  and  four  persons,  sixty-seven  were  killed  or 
wounded,  and  seventy  horses  were  foolishly  butch- 
ered. 

Gen.  Grey,  on  account  of  his  common  practice  of 
ordering  the  men  under  his  command  to  take  the 
flints  out  of  their  muskeU  that  they  might  be  con- 
fined to  the  use  of  the  bayonet,  acquired  the  name  of 
the  '  no-flint  general."  He  was  a  man  of  undoubted 
personal  courage. 

His  orders  issued  on  the  eve  of  the  attack  on  New 
Bedford  exhibit  his  contempt  for  tho  Americans  : 

"On  Doiu  MS  'Catrerarr,' 
•bVpt.e.me. 

■  Jfirjer- General  Grry  i  Orimt : 

"  Wheu  ll»  enemy  arn  ao  pueted  dial  they  call  b*  go*  at,  I  he  major- 
general  oonuaande  the  troupe  llial  ar*  ordered  Is  attack  I  barn  to  march 
Tlgurouely  up  and  receive  llirli  flr*  till  they  come  eery  clue*,  awl  upon 
erary  proper  opportunity  they  am  tu  lueli  upon  Iba  anaay  with  their 

log  to  IimhI  again,  la  whisk  KMU.nl  .  r  attack  Iba  en  parlor  ,.,.,,„«,.  ."I'd 
atrangtb  of  Iba  troopa  uiuet  alweya  be  crowned  irlui  glory  and  eocceaa. 
The  BtaJor-gMMial  hi  bsSfSafsd  with  eeerji  aeaureoo*  that  ilia  ufltceru 
and  men  ara  ao  thoroughly  coaeluced  of  Ibo  grant  ailranlag*  lhay  hare 
ovar  tha  oaaaiy  la  Ihla  mode  of  Agliting,  aail  their  graat  aaal  fur  lUa 
aereira,  tha!  Ilia  prearnt  expedition  cannot  fall  of  auccaaa  hot  do  tbera 
honor,  and  auawar  tba  exportation*  of  tho  tvminandrr-ln-Thlof,  whoa* 
opinion  of  Uieae  troopa  cannot  k*  more  ettvagiy  uuuiltreloi  than  by 
at  ruling  than  upon  Ihla  oaoeutlal  eertlee.  In  cue*  of  tool  a  rather,  or 
other  accident*,  that  any  of  tha  Iranapurla  ahould  be  aeparaled  from  lira 
float  and  fall  In  with  a  prlratrar,  ao  aa  t..  make  an  eeoape  ioipoa.|ble, 
whkh  way  not  ha  unlikely,  men;  .„.*n  ..ueeiwlug  lurking  about  upon 
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tit*  witch,  Iho  nn]  r  cr.-n.ral  drtlrw  III*  oommaadlnf  offleor  of  oath 
transport  would  v.,  ft  U>»  ™r  i<:n  of  th.»hlp  to  bear  lmm«1la<»!j  down 
upon  inch  prirattor,  mnn Ins  him  dlrtctl;  and  without  dala)  on  boanl, 
the  tronpa  Iwlnf  rrady  »t  ta*  critical  moment  to  ontor  twd  t»k»  p  »• 
null  n  of  Um  wl.  1  hit  b*ln(  property  dofia  will  »»«r  moot*),  tho 
■  rtc  nay  nol  t>«ing  iwin  of  »«cli  »rj  attack,  and  lha  troopo  to  tuprrior  In 
#T»ry  rvapart  to  put  Into  execution. 

"Tho  commanding  olfcari  ara  to  b*  uimbta  that  no  howi  or 
barn  an  Ml  on  lr*  by  lb*  •otdlora,  unltai  by  particular  onion  from 
Major-Opnrrnl  Grvy " 

Enrl  Grey's  son  and  successor  in  the  earldom  was  a 
distinguished  statesman  and  cabinet  officer,  and  won 
great  fame  by  carrying  through  the  parliamentary  re- 
form bill  in  1832.  The  present  and  third  earl  has 
also  been  in  the  cabinet. 

Additional  Facta  and  Incident!.— At  the  time  of 
the  invasion,  New  Bedford,  Fairhaven,  Acushnet 
and  Westport  were  all  included  in  the  town  of  Dart- 
mouth. 

No  privateers  were  owned  at  Bedford  in  the  Revo- 
lution, but  the  port  was  the  rendezvous,  especially 
nfter  Newport  was  taken  by  the  British,  of  a  number 
belonging  in  Boston,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut 
Among  them  was  a  large  sloop  called  the  "  Broom," 
commanded  by  Capt  Stephen  Cahoon,  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  carrying  twelve  guna;  and  the  "  Black 
Snake,"  a  long,  low,  black  schooner,  owned  in  Con- 
necticut, and  mounting  eight  carriage-guns. 

Capt.  Hacker,  of  privateer  "Providence,"  was 
afterward  a  Hell  Gate  pilot 

Some  of  the  old  people  used  to  say  that  the  fleet 
moved  over  and  anchored  east  of  Egg  Islands  to  re- 
ceive the  troo|)«  on  board,  where  no  square-rigged 
veswel  ever  went  before  or  since. 

The  ill-fated  John  Andr6  was  an  officer  in  the  New 
Bedford  expedition. 

Russell,  Cook,  and  Traflbrd  were  buried  in  Dart- 
mouth on  the  farm  of  Jediah  Shearman.  The  prem- 
ises are  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Philip  Gidley. 

The  buttle  of  Rhode  Island  was  just  one  week  pre- 
vious to  the  raid  at  Bedford,  and  this  accounts  for  the 
absence  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  garrison  at  How- 
land's  Ferry,  now  known  as  the  Stone  Bridge,  at 
Tiverton. 

Mr*.  Doubleday's  house  was  the  building  now  oc- 
cupied as  a  paint-shop  and  restaurant,  9  and  13  North 
Water  Street 

The  almshouse,  where  the  artillery  were  quartered, 
whs  near  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Spring  Street*. 

Morgan  Street,  mentioned  by  John  Gilbert  in  his 
statement,  is  now  called  Court  Street. 

Most  of  the  buildings  burned  in  Fairhaven  wero  on 
Adams  Street  east  of  Oxford  village,  and  on  Main 
Street,  north  of  the  junction  of  Adams  Street  Among 
others  was  a  store  of  Obed  Nye,  grandfather  of  Thomas 
Nye,  Jr.,  of  this  city,  which  contained  a  large  amount 
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of  prite  merchandise.  It  was  on  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Nye's  son-in-law,  Mr.  Dana.  It  is  re- 
ported that  a  river  of  molasses  ran  from  the  store 
down  the  street  after  the  casks  were  consumed.  Mrs. 
Nye  took  her  children  and  fled  to  the  woods.  A 
house  belonging  to  a  West  family,  a  short  distance 
south  of  where  George  H.  Taber  now  lives,  was  one 
of  the  buildings  burned. 

The  house  of  Col.  Pope  was  on  the  place  recently 
occupied  by  the  late  Job  Sisson. 

The  old  John  Cooke  house,  one  of  the  oldest  build- 
ings then  standing  in  Fairhaven,  was  burned.  It 
stood  on  the  east  side  of  Adams  Street,  east  of  John 
M.  Howland's  residence. 

Stephen  Hatbaway's  house,  mentioned  in  Capt. 
Akin's  collections,  is  now  standing  on  a  hill  east  of 
Main  Street,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  line  be- 
tween Acushnet  and  Fairhaven.  A  store  belonging 
to  Obed  Hathaway,  or  possibly  to  Micah  Hathaway, 
a  short  distance  south  of  this  house,  was  burned. 
Stephen  Hathaway  and  Bartholomew  Taber  were 
grandfathers  of  George  H.  Taber.  Bartholomew 
Taber's  house  was  on  the  spot  where  Josiah  Macy, 
Jr.,  now  lives.  The  school-house  burned  was  where 
George  H.  Taber's  house  now  stands. 

From  the  Head  of  the  River  to  Sconticut  Neck 
there  was  no  choice  of  routes.  Main  Street,  in  Fair- 
haven, had  no  existence  between  Spring  8treet  and 
the  junction  of  Adams  Street  north  of  Oxford  vil- 
lage. The  pond  between  Bridge  and  Spring  Streets 
was  then  a  cove  open  to  the  harbor.  The  road  lead- 
ing from  the  Mattapoisett  road,  nearly  opposite  the 
8oonticut  road,  to  Main  Street,  near  the  Acushnet 
town  line,  is  also  a  more  recent  lay-out  Conse- 
quently the  column  moved  southward  on  Main  Street 
and  Adams  Street  to  Spring  Street,  and  thence  east- 
ward to  the  Neck  road. 

The  house  of  John  Wood's  father,  on  the  spot 
where  Mr.  Wood  now  lives,  was  burned. 

The  farm  of  John  Alden,  mentioned  by  Capt 
Akin,  is  now  occupied  by  8eth  Alden. 

The  house  of  John  West  was  standing,  until  re- 
cently, on  the  premises  now  owned  by  Boston  Col- 
lege. 

The  re-embarkation  took  place  from  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Daniel  W.  Dean. 

Besides  the  official  statement  of  Gen.  Grey,  there 
is  scarcely  anything  in  existence  of  a  documentary 
nature  written  at  the  time  of  the  hostile  visit  of  the 
British  referring  to  their  destructive  progress  through 
tho  town,  and  the  foregoing  account  is  therefore  likely 
to  contain  many  unimportant  errors,  while  the  loca- 
tion of  some  of  the  buildings  destroyed  cannot  be 
fixed. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

NEW  BKDFOHD. — ( Coatiaaao'.) 

THE  WHALE  nSHEBT.l 

,Ood— Nautaokal— Ma»  Badf»rd 

Tl.a  "  Toil  Acrs  PurdMaa"— Badfurd  VIIUru 

— GrowUi  Cbackad  by  War  of  RaaolaUoa— Pitrstaaro— Cloaa  of  tba 
War— RataralBC  Prua  parity— Ed  nrnud  Oardoar— Tba  8bip  "  lUbaeeu" 
— Early  Vojafaa— Tba  Davalopiucul  of  Ilia  Baaluaa"— Suotaaa— 
Blgliaat  Po4n«  rtachad  in  1S67— Daatrustkoa  of  WUalora  by  Ooofedar- 
ala  Cnilaara-Ual  of  Vanaala  Daatroyad— Tba  Dlaaalar  of  l*7i-Tbo 
WbalUf  Inlar»at  In  IWK). 

Whaling.— The  history  of  the  New  England  whale 
fishery  is  so  interwoven  with  the  history  of  New  Bed- 
ford during  the  last  century  that  they  cannot  be  sep- 
arated, and  no  record  of  the  growth  and  business  of 
our  town  and  city  can  be  complete  without  it  Our 
wealth,  our  population,  and  our  progress  have  been 
the  fruita  of  this  industry,  and  our  position  and  fame 
among  the  cities  of  the  world  is  due  to  its  successful 


The  first  whaling  by  New  Englund  men  was  doubt- 
less done  by  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Cod.  In  the  rec- 
ords of  Nantucket,  in  1690,  it  is  written, "  One  Ichabod 
Paddock  came  from  Cape  Cod  to  instruct  the  people 
in  the  art  of  killing  whales."  In  Edward  Randolph's 
narrative,  written  for  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  October, 
1676,  in  describing  the  resources  of  the  colony  of 
New  Plymouth,  he  says, "  And  here  is  made  a  good 
quantity  of  whale  oil,  which  fish  they  take  upon  the 
coasts."  The  business  was  then  carried  on  in  boats 
from  the  shore.  As  early  as  1715  we  find  the  people 
of  Nantucket  pursuing  the  whales  upon  the  ocean  in 
•mall  sloops  and  tchooners,  making  voyages  of  a  few 
weeks'  duration,  and  bringing  the  blubber  home  and 
trying  out  the  oil  on  shore. 

In  1761  there  were  two  or  three  vessels  from  Ap- 
ponagansett  River  engaged  in  thia  fishery.  These 
vessels  were  owned  by  John  Wady  and  Daniel 
Wood.  There  were  at  thia  date  one  or  two  vessels 
in  this  business  from  the  Acushnet  River,  owned  by 
Joseph  and  Caleb  Russell.  Up  to  this  time  whales 
were  principally  taken  between  George's  Bank  and 
the  Capes  of  Virginia,  and  the  voyages  continued 
from  four  to  six  weeks.  Soon  after  the  whalemen 
extended  their  cruUlng-grounds  to  the  eastward  of 
the  Newfoundland  coast,  and  the  voyages  were  length- 
ened to  three  months. 

At  first  more  v ousels  were  fitted  from  Apponagansott 
River  than  from  the  Acushnet,  but  soon  the  superior 
advantages  of  our  harbor  became  apparent,  and  the 
Apponagansett  vessels  were  fitted  here. 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  aspect  of  our  town 
when  these  two  or  three  little  sloops  were  fitting  for 
their  whaling  voyages.   The  present  site  of  the  city 


was  a  forest.  There  was  a  "try-house"  near  the 
shore  (at  the  foot  of  Centre  Street),  and  a  rough  cart- 
way led  through  the  woods  to  the  few  farm-houses  on 
the  County  road. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Coffin,  who  ten  years  later  (July 
21,  1761)  visited  the  place,  thus  describe*  it  In  his 
journal :  "  This  day  rode  to  Dartmouth,  a  spacious 
town.  Twenty  miles  will  carry  you  through  it. 
Rocks  and  oaks  arc  over  the  whole  town.  Whortle 
bushes  and  rocks  in  this  and  the  two  former  towns  arc 
the  sad  comfort  of  the  weary  traveler.  At  sunset  ar- 
rived at  Rev.  Weal's." 

In  1760  there  commenced  an  immigration  to  this 
locality  which  indicated  that  its  future  was  to  be 
commercial  rather  than  agricultural.  In  this  year 
Joseph  Russell  sold  an  acre  or  land,  the  first  side 
made  from  his  "  800-acrc"  homestead  estate,  to  John 
Loudon.  The  spot  selected  wss  a  few  rods  south  of 
Union  Street,  on  South  Water  Street,  and  on  it  a  house 
was  erected.  Mr.  Loudon  came  from  Pembroke,  lie 
wss  a  calker  by  trade,  and  his  purpose  in  coming  here 
was  to  engage  in  ship-building.  He  was  followed  by 
Benjamin  Taber,  who  purchased  a  lot  of  land  on  the 
north  of  the  present  Union  Street,  and  built  a  shop 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  boat  building  and 
block-making,  which  trades  he  had  learned  nt  Nan- 
tucket. The  same  year  John  Allen,  who  was  a  houne- 
carpenter,  bought  a  lot  on  the  east  side  of  South 
Water  Street,  extending  to  the  river.  Upon  this  he 
built  a  house,  which  was  afterwards  sold  to  Barzillai 
Myrick,  a  ship-carpenter. 

The  next  year  (1762)  Qideou  Moaher,'  a  mechanic, 
bought  a  lot  on  the  north  side  of  Uuion  and  east  side 
of  North  Water,  and  erected  a  house  thereon.  The 
same  year  Elnathan  Sampson,  of  Wareham,  a  black- 
smith, purchased  the  lot  next  north  of  Loudon's. 
II is  lot  was  bounded  on  the  "  north  and  east  on  land 
left  for  ways  or  streets."  These  are  now  known  its 
Union  and  Water  Streets.  Ilia  north  line  was  eight 
rods  in  length,  and  his  east  line  four  rods,  and  the 
purchase  money  was  £6  18*.  4rt*.  The  early-  settle- 
ment was  at  the  Four  Corners,  as  it  was  known  and 
called  for  a  hundred  years.  This  was  the  centre  of 
the  young  town. 

I  have  been  somewhat  minute  in  this  description 
of  the  infant  settlement,  in  order  that  the  industrial 
character  of  the  pioneers  might  be  noticed.  The  men 
who  came  hero  in  1760  to  build  up  a  town  were  me- 
chanics. Taber,  Allen,  Myrick,  Muahcr,  ami  Samp- 
son were  Industrious  and  enterprising  mechanics,  und 
their  descendants,  inheriting  their  industry  and  enter- 
prise, have,  been  and  are  among  our  worthiest  citizens. 
We  may  well  believe  that  the  earnestness  of  purpose 
and  the  devotion  to  their  trades  with  which  these 
young  mechanics  of  one  hundred  years  sgo  sought  to 
improve  their  condition  affected  in  no  small  degree 
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the  character  of  our  local  institutions.  And  wo  look 
buck  villi  satisfaction  (o  the  intelligent  and  indantri- 
ons  character  of  the  skilled  nnd  honest  nrtisans  under 
whose  wise  influence  the  early  settlement  of  our  town 


lint  there  wan  one  thing  wanting  to  promote  the 
murine**  of  the  village.  Capital  wax  needed.  Joseph  I 

K  II  had  means,  which  he  used  in  whaling  and 

freighting,  and  which  furnished  moderate  employ- 
ment to  the  villagers.  Rut  his  wealth  was  not  large, 
and  his  operations  were  necessarily  very  limited. 

The  required  capital,  so  necessary  for  the  activity 
and  growth  of  the  village,  came  in  1705,  when  Joseph 
Rotch,  an  enterprising  merchant  of  great  experience 
and  knowledge  in  mercantile  affairs,  selected  our  har- 
bor as  one  eligible  and  advantageous  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  whale  fishery.  This  event  was  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  this  acquisition  of  capital, 
accompanied  with  the  ripe  experience,  clear-headed 
sagacity,  and  skilled  methods  of  this  accomplished 
merchant,  gave  an  Impetus  to  our  infant  industry 
which  insured  its  permanence  and  success, 

Mr.  Rotch  purchased  from  Joseph  Russell,  in  1765, 
ten  acres  of  land  in  one  tract,  besides  a  number  of 
smaller  lots  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  The  "ten- 
acre  purchase"  was  from  the  north  side  of  the  Russell 
farm,  and  next  to  the  estate  of  Manasseh  Kempton. 
It  commenced  on  the  shore  where  is  now  Hazzard's 
wharf,  and  its  north  line,  between  William  8treetand 
Elm  Street,  extended  nearly  to  Pleasant  Street  and 
Cheapside.  Its  south  line  was  bounded  by  the  pres- 
ent estate  of  Willsrd  Sears.  Its  river-front  exlemled 
from  Central  wharf  to  the  north  line  of  Hazzard's 
wharf. 

Up  to  this  time  the  village  had  no  distinctive 
name it  was  simply  a  part  of  Dartmouth.  But  now 
its  increasing  importance  rendered  necessary  a  name 
by  which  the  locality  should  be  known.  At  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Rotch,  and  as  a  .compliment  to  Mr. 
Russell,  although  somewhat  indirect,  the  village  was 
called  "  Bedford."  About  this  time  there  were  other 
secessions  to  our  business  population.  John  How- 
land  had  moved  into  the  villngc  from  Apponaganactt, 
ami  Isaac  I  lowland  (the  senior  of  that  name)  had 
come  from  Newport,  bringing  with  him  considerable 
capital  and  business  enterprise.  The  latter  gentle- 
man resided  in  the  most  elegant  and  expensive 


t (U»  ram.  I,  in  half  •  dons  dllerent  wayr  |D  ih.  old 

Mi  one  of  the  three  tartllorlal  dl'tost  of  Dartmouth,  and 
I  for  all  Ilia  pnrpoaea  of  tnontcipal  •rrmn«»itnnt» 
» ii  I  UiMlan.   Th  ■  other  two  were  Fonafaneett (Dartmouth)  and  Coak- 


*Cwh«M|"  waa  (axed  "for  tha  put 'lick  a  char  ft  of  Uia  canatrey,  aa 
titey  were  ordered  by  the  Owrt  for  tbla  yeare,  reepactlne;  the  offlcere' 
wagea  and  chore*  •/  fee  magwtrot*'*  hiMr,  £1  10  00.*  Thta  waa  the  terri- 
tory |n  the  neighborhood  of  the  Acoabnet  Hirer.  "The  laraiea  aeeloat 
Road  I  hind"  ware  alto  taxed.  Thaaa  ■  laraee"  were  or-oo  that  part  of 
the  territory  enenrarde  called  Dart-Math  which 
pMilnce  of  nhode 


in  the  town.  It  waa  built  of  brick,  the  first  of  that 
material  erected  here.  It  was  situated  on  Union 
Strcct.and  waa  torn  down  when  Cheapside  was  opened. 

The  little  village  of  Bedford  prospered.  Its  indus- 
triea  were  successful,  its  population  rapidly  increased, 
and  its  merchants  added  largely  to  their  wealth.  The 
whaling  voyages  had  been  extended  and  new  grounds 
had  been  discovered.  During  the  ten  years  from 
1765  to  1775  the  whaling  fleet  had  increased  from  two 
or  three  vessels  to  fifty,  which  were  much  larger  and 
of  more  value.  The  vessels  sent  out  to  the  Falkland 
Islands  in  1774  were  fitted  and  owned  here.  It  was 
this  example  of  New  England  daring  and  enterprise 
which  inspired  Burke  in  the  House  of  Commons  to 
utter  that  eloquent  tribute  to  our  victorious  industry 
which  so  often  has  touched  the  pride  and  awakened 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  sons  of  New  Bedford  and  Nan- 
tucket "  No  ocean,"  says  Burke,  "  but  what  is  vexed 
with  their  fisheries,  no  climate  that  is  not  witness  to 
their  toll*.  Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland, 
nor  the  activity  of  France,  nor  the  dexterous  and  firm 
sagacity  of  English  enterprise  ever  carried  this  peril- 
ous mode  of  hardy  enterprise  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  has  been  pushed  by  this  recent  people, — a  people 
who  are  still,  as  it  were,  in  the  gristle,  and  not  yet 
hardened  into  the  bone  of  manhood." 

The  war  of  the  Revolution  not  only  checked  this 
growth,  but  destroyed  almost  entirely  our  business. 
It  Hi'  utteless  to  send  vessels  to  sea  with  the  danger 
of  almost  certain  capture;  and  if  capture  were  avoided 
and  a  cargo  obtained,  with  no  market,  since  the  con- 
sumers in  Europe  could  not  be  reached.  No  town 
suffered  more  from  the  common  hazards  of  the  war, 
nor  by  direct  depredations  of  the  enemy.  Joseph 
Rotch  returned  to  Nantncket  and  remained  there 
until  the  war  closed.  Joseph  Russell  lost  most  of 
his  property,  except  his  real  estate,  and  the  same  was 
true  of  the  other  merchants.  The  great  majority  of 
the  business  men  of  the  village  were  Quakers,  and 
could  not  conscientiously  engage  in  the  privateering 
adventures  which  otherwise,  as  a  seafaring  commu- 
nity, they  would  naturally  have  undertaken.  But 
the  advantages  of  our  harbor  were  recognized  during 
the  war,  and  it  was  found  to  be  a  convenient  port 
from  which  to  fit  out  privateers  and  a  safe  refuge  for 
their  prizes.  There  were  many,  too,  of  our  sailors 
and  citizens  who  were  quite  willing  to  engage  in  this 
hazardous  business,  prompted  both  by  its  rewards  and 
a  desire  to  cripple  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  which 
had  destroyed  their  peaceful  employments.  Before 
the  open  declaration  of  hostilities  between  the  two 
countries,  as  early  as  May,  1774,  exasperated  by  the 
capture  in  Buzzard's  Bay  of  three  vessels  belonging 
to  Sandwich  by  the  British  cruiser  "Falcon,"  a 
schooner  had  been  fitted  out  of  this  harbor,  which 
recaptured  two  of  the  vessels  and  took  as  prisoners 
fifteen  British  officers  and  marines. 

Our  harbor  becamo  a  rendezvous  for  privateers, 
and  many  prizes  were  brought  here  and  valuable 
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cargoes  landed,  either  to  be  stored  in  our  warehouses 
or  forwarded  Into  the  Interior. 

It  waa  to  punish  the  people  of  the  town  for  their 
offenses  In  fitting  out  and  harboring  privateers,  and 
to  destroy  the  shipping  and  valuable  stores  which 
were  collected  here,  that  Mnj.-Qen.  Qrey,  under 
orders  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  made  the  raid  of 
Sept.  6  and  6, 1778,  which  destroyed  a  large  portion  of 
the  property  of  the  village  and  inflicted  a  blow  which 
crippled  it  for  years.  This  event,  which  is  the  most 
prominent  one  in  our  local  Revolutionary  history,  is 
faithfully  portrayed  in  Chapter  VIII.  in  this  work. 

But  at  last  the  war  was  ended.  When  the  news 
came  to  this  little  village  that  the  ship  "  Bedford." 
Capt.  William  Mooers  master,  had  arrived  in  the  i 
Downs  on  the  23d  day  of  February,  1783,  the  very 
day  of  the  signing  of  the  preliminary  treaty  of  peace, 
and  had  straightway  proceeded  to  London  with  her 
cargo  of  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven  barrels  of  oil, 
displaying  there  for  the  first  time  the  United  States  i 
flag,  with  its  Stare  and  Stripes,  then  the  people  of  the 
village  believed  that  peace  with  its  blessings  had  come, 
and  they  were  ready  to  begin  again  the  work  of  re- 
building the  town.  This  ship  "  Bedford"  waa  built 
by  Ichabod  Thomas  on  North  River,  Pembroke,  and 
delivered  to  Joseph  Rotch,  at  Bedford,  Jan.  13,  1772, 
as  appears  by  the  receipt,  which  is  still  extant.  She 
was  named  by  the  owner  for  his  adopted  town,  and 
sailed  from  this  harbor  before  the  war. 

It  waa  a  remarkable  coincidence  that  the  war, 
which  had  been  precipitated  in  the  dealruction  of 
the  tea  in  Boston  Harbor,  thrown  overboard  from  the 
"  Dartmouth,"  a  ship  owned  by  Francis  Rotch,  of 
this  same  village,  and  built  in  1767  at  the  foot  of 
Middle  Street,  should  have  associated  with  its  close 
the  advent  in  English  waters  of  the  ship  "  Bedford" 
as  the  first  vessel  floating  the  American  flag  in  any 
British  port.  The  names  of  the  mother-town  and  of 
the  village  are  thus  made  memorable  in  our  Revolu- 
tionary history. 

Our  municipal  ezisteuco  as  a  separate  town  oc- 
curred in  1787,  when  both  New  Bedford  and  West- 
port  were  by  acta  of  incoporation  severed  from  the 
old  township  of  Dartmouth. 

To  show  how  carefully  our  fathers  protected,  even 
in  their  legislation,  the  feelings  of  the  minority  in 
matters  of  doniicil  and  local  government,  let  ua  quote 
a  sentence  from  the  act :  "  Provided,  nevertheless,  that 
any  of  the  inhabitants  now  dwelling  on  the  above-de- 
scribed land*,  who  are  or  may  be  still  desirous  of  be- 
longing to  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  shall  at  any  time 
within  two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  by  re- 
turning their  names  into  the  secretary's  office  and 
signifying  their  desire  of  belonging  to  said  Dartmouth, 
have  that  privilege,  and  shall,  with  their  polls  and 
estates,  belong  to  aud  be  a  part  of  the  said  town  of 
Dartmouth." 

New  Bedford  was  required  to  pay  all  its  arrears  of 
taxes  to  Dartmouth,  and  its  proportionate  part  of  the 


unpaid  beef  tax,  so  called,  together  with  its  propor- 
tion of  all  other  debts.  It  was  provided  that  the 
town's  stock  of  powder  and  other  town's  property 
should  bo  estimated  and  divided,  and  that  New  Bed- 
ford should  pay  to  Dartmouth  for  the  workhouse 
standing  within  the  line  of  New  Bedford. 

The  population  of  New  Bedford,  according  to  the 
next  census  taken  in  1790,  waa  three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  thirteen ,  Dartmouth  had  two  thousand 
four  hundred  aud  ninety-nine ;  and  Weatport,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

The  leading  business  men  of  this  period  were  Wil- 
liam Rotch,  Sr.,  the  wealthiest  man  of  the  town,  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  over  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
|  lars,  his  son  William  Rotch,  Jr.,  and  his  son-in-law, 
Samuel  Rodman.   Then  followed  the  various  mem- 
bers of  the  Ruaaell  and  Howland  families,  Thomas 
Haxxard,  Jr.,  and  the  Hathaways,  who  were  all 
"  well  to  do."   There  were  others  without  the  pres- 
|  tige  of  wealth,  but  yet  of  great  influence  in  the  town, 
such  as  Caleb  Congdon  and  Abraham  8milh,  and  not 
to  be  omitted,  the  Davis  family,  famous  for  its  Quaker 
preachers.  The  wealthy  people  were  models  of  in- 
.  dustry  and  economy ;  actuated  by  a  sense  of  duty, 
'  they  thought  it  necessary  to  show  an  example  of 
,prudence,  diligence,  and  unostentation  toothers, and 
their  influence  in  this  regard  was  of  the  greatest 
.benefit  to  the  community.   Their  style  of  living  was 
plain  and  rational. 

In  1705  there  was  a  Congregational  mecting-houxe 
at  the  Head  of  the  River  and  another  in  the  Bedford 
village.  Dr.  West  officiated  at  each  on  alternate 
Buudaya. 

At  this  time  there  was  one  doctor,  Ebenezer  Perry, 
the  son  of  a  physician,  and  called  a  "  safe  doctor," 
who  charged  sixpence  a  visit.  There  was  only  one 
lawyer  in  the  village,  Thomas  Hammond,  rarely 
found  in  his  office,  and  concerning  whom  tradition 
says  that  shooting  and  fishing  were  his  favorite  pur- 
suita.  There  was  one  schoolmaster,  Cornelius  Wing, 
and  one  schoolmistress,  Temperance  Jennings.  Mr. 
Wing  was  preceded  by  William  Sawyer  Wall,  of 
English  birth,  a  person  much  beloved,  and  who  ex- 
erted a  great  influence  in  the  community.  He  was 
first  and  foremost  in  the  educational  and  scientific 
effort*  of  that  day,  and  his  name  appears  as  the  first 
president  of  the  Dialectic  Society,  thu  earliest  literary 
association  of  the  town,  aud  which  did  much  for  its 
culture,  refiuemeul,  and  scholarship. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  our  people 
sought  to  regain  their  prosperity  and  commercial  im- 
portance. Although  crippled  in  resources  they  were 
not  disheartened,  but  sought  with  their  old  vigor  to 
re-establish  their  fortunes  by  their  former  pursuit* 
upon  the  seas.  They  looked  to  the  broad  oceans, 
common  and  free  to  all  men  as  the  air  itself,  to  yield 
them  rich  harvests  as  they  had  in  the  past 

But  there  were  other  difficulties  besides  the  replace- 
ment of  the  vessels  which  had  been  burned  by  the 
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Britinh  or  had  rotted  in  disuse.  The  British  govern- 
ment, as  if  to  distress  us  even  after  peace,  imposed  a 
heavy  alien  duty  upon  oil,  which  rendered  it  impos- 
sible  to  realize  a  profit  from  the  prosecution  of  the 
business.  Her  policy  was  lo  force  this  industry  to 
her  own  harbors.  For  a  time  it  seemed  successful, 
and  many  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford  whalemen 
made  their  voyages  from  English  and  French  ports. 
But  the  persuasiveness  and  address  of  William  Rotch, 
Sr.,  secured  to  us,  first  from  France  and  then  from 
Great  Britain,  the  privilege  of  sending  our  oil  to  those 
countries  free  of  duty,  thereby  enabling  him— as  one 
of  his  biographers  has  said — to  carry  on  the  business 
with  the  highest  profit  and  to  benefit  his  neighbors. 

The  success  which  attended  the  efforts  of  our  citi- 
zens may  be  judged  by  the  statement  of  vessel  ton- 
nage owned  and  sailing  from  this  harbor  in  January, 
1804.  The  total  number  of  registered  vessels  was 
fifty-nine,  amounting  to  thirteen  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  tons;  and  of  enrolled  vessels 
there  were  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five 
tons;  making  an  aggregate  of  nineteen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  forty-six  tons.  The  freighting  business 
was  quite  important  at  that  time.  There  were  thirty 
ships  and  brigs,  averaging  two  hundred  tons  burden, 
owned  and  fitted  here,  employed  in  general  freighting, 
■linking  their  voyages  to  Europe,  8outh  America,  and 
the  West  Indies. 

But  the  work  of  developing  this  industry  of  the 
whale  fishery  during  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth 
century  was  slow  and  difficult.  The  embargo  came 
and  ruined  many  of  our  merchants ;  and  prior  to  that, 
in  1807,  in  consequence  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  De- 
crees and  the  Orders  in  Council,  there  were  thirty 
ships  laid  up  in  New  Bedford  on  account  of  the 
hazards  attending  them  at  sea. 

There  was  no  marked  improvement  in  this  business 
until  after  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812.  The  politics 
of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Bedford  from  the  close  of 
the  Revolution  to  the  war  of  1812  was  Federalist,  and 
they  had  given  bitter,  decided,  and  partisan  expres- 
sion to  their  opinions  in  opposition  to  this  latter  war. 
This  may  perhaps  have  been  influenced  by  the  severe 
reverses  experienced  in  business.  Many  of  our  ships 
in  the  Pacific  were  captured ;  and  while  a  few  were 
recaptured  by  Porter  and  Downes,  most  of  them  were 
destroyed  or  used  as  transports  by  the  British. 

After  the  termination  of  this  war.  the  whale  fishery, 
especially  as  prosecuted  at  New  Bedford,  advanced 
with  great  rapidity  and  wonderful  success. 

But  before  proceeding  to  the  local  development  of 
this  industry,  I  desire  to  sketch  briefly,  in  chronolog- 
ical order,  the  seas  and  oceans  which  had  been  opened 
in  the  pursuit  of  whales.  As  early  as  1770,  Nantucket 
had  sought  the  "  right"  whale  off  Disco,  in  Green- 
land, going  as  high  as  81°  north  latitude.  In  1774, 
New  Bedford  had  sent  vessels  to  the  Falkland  Islands. 
In  1784  we  find  our  New  England  whalemen  taking 
seals  and  whales  around  Patagonia  and  in  the  Southern 


Ocean.  In  1789  they  are  about  Madagascar  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  In  1791  the  whaleahips  entered 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  We  are  told  that  the  vessels  were 
small,  poorly  fitted,  and  insufficiently  prepared  for 
the  long  and  often  boisterous  passages  around  Cape 
Horn.  But  in  one  thing  they  excelled, — in  the 
character  of  the  men  who  engaged  in  these  perilous 
voyages.  History  cannot  point  to  an  enterprise  prose- 
cuted with  more  vigor  and  courage,  with  more  hardi- 
hood and  intelligence,  than  that  displayed  by  the 
pioneers  in  the  Pacific  whale  fishery.  I  cannot  for- 
bear mentioning  the  name  of  one  whom  you  all  re- 
member; for  his  genial,  courteous  manners,  his  kind 
and  obliging  heart,  his  clear  comprehension  and 
prompt  decision  endeared  him  to  us  who  knew  him  in 
his  old  age,  and  assured  us  that  the  commendation 
bestowed  upon  him  seventy  years  ago  for  "  his  pru- 
dence, courage,  and  fortitude"  were  richly  deserved. 
The  whale  fishery  has  produced  many  noble  men,  but 
none  more  praiseworthy  than  that  hero  and  veteran 
of  the  sea,  Edmund  Gardner. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  ship  "Rebecca,"  of  New  Bed- 
ford, owned  by  Joseph  Russell  &  Sons  and  Cornelius 
Howlaml,  named  for  Joseph  Russell's  oldest  daugh- 
ter, the  grandmother  of  our  esteemed  fellow-cititen 
Daniel  Ricketson,  was  the  first  American  whaleship 
that  doubled  Cape  Horn.  She  sailed  from  this  port 
Sept  28, 1791,  under  command  of  Joseph  Kersey,  and 
returned  with  a  full  cargo  of  sperm  oil,  obtained  on 
the  coast  of  Chili,  on  the  23d  February,  1793. 

In  1800  our  whalers  were  cruising  on  the  coast  of 
Peru  and  around  the  Gallapagoe  Islands.  In  1818 
they  were  on  the  "  Off-shore  ground."  in  1820  they 
had  captured  whales  on  the  coast  of- Japan.  In  1836 
our  vessels  were  taking  oil  on  Kodiak,  the  northwest 
coast  of  America;  and  in  1848  the  bark  "Superior," 
of  Sag  Harbor,  Capt.  Roys,  passed  through  Behring 
8trait  and  opened  up  to  us  the  vast  wealth  of  the 
Arctic  grounds. 

There  are  many  incidents  connected  with  the  earlier 
voyages  which  deserve  a  permanent  record,  and  the 
narrative  would  prove  an  entertaining  one.  I  will 
recall  one  or  two  of  the  "  good  voyages,"  as  tbey  were 
called,  of  forty  years  ago.  In  October,  1888,  the  ship 
"  William  Hamilton,"  of  New  Bedford,  owned  by  I. 
Howland,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  commanded  by  William  Swain, 
brought  home  a  cargo  of  four  thousand  and  sixty 
barrels  of  sperm  oil ;  her  entire  catch  during  the 
voyage,  including  the  shipment  from  the  Western 
Islands  on  her  passage  out,  being  four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  barrels  of  sperm  oil. 

Capt.  Daniel  Wood,  remembered  by  many  in  this 
audience,  a  fine  specimen  of  our  whaling-masters, 
whose  clear  judgment  and  impartial  decisions  fitted 
him,  after  active  service  upon  the  ocean,  to  act  aa 
port  warden  in  settlements  between  owners  and  under- 
writers, brought  to  New  Bedford  in  the  year  1833,  in 
the  old  ship  "  Braganza,"  nearly  four  thousand  bar- 
rels of  sperm  oil ;  and  George  B.  Worth,  another  of 
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those  generoua,  large-hearted  old  sailors,  brought  in 
the  "Magnolia"  to  her  owners  three  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fifty-one  barrels.  But  in  those  days  of 
large  "  catch"  there  were  low  prices. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  whale  fishery  New  Bed- 
ford has  surpassed  all  other  places  that  have  engaged 
in  the  business,  and  her  increase  in  wealth  from  this 
cause  was  rapid  and  large.  From  the  year  1820  until 
the  year  1857  her  prosperity  and  her  accumulation  of 
wealth  were  continuous  almost  without  eiceplion. 

8 pace  will  not  permit  the  detail  of  figures  showing 
this  wonderful  increase  of  material  prosperity.  A 
few  must  serve  to  illustrate  our  progress, — 


fts  Mm  1M  Amy  of  Auguil,  1KU,  our  tonnag*  wu. .. 
Oa  lb*  Ut  J..j  of  Aug iM4,  ISiS,  our  lunuag •  was,  . 


73,3*1 


At  this  last-named  date  New  Bedford  was  the  fourth 
tonnage  district  in  the  United  States,— New  York, 
Boston,  and  New  Orleans  alone  exceeding  it.  There 
was  more  than  double  the  amount  of  registered  ton- 
nage owned  in  New  Bedford  that  there  was  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

During  the  year  1844  there  were  brought  into  New 


44,109  UrraU 

1S7.601 


which  iH  the  prices  of  that  time— low  as  compared 
with  the  present — yielded  a  total  value  for  the 
whaling  of  the  year  of  $3,063,324.15. 

About  this  time  our  people  thought  that  the  popu- 
lation, business,  and  commercial  importance  of  the 
town  entitled  it  to  receive  the  municipal  organization 
of  a  city,  and  New  Bedford  received  its  city  charter 
in  1847.  The  town  government  had  existed  sixty 
years.  The  population  had  increased  from  three 
thousand  to  fifteen  thousand.  Fairhaven,  which  had 
been  organized  as  a  separate  town  in  1812  from  the 
territory  of  New  Bedford,  had  at  this  date  a  popu- 
lation exceeding  four  thousand,  which  swelled  the 
aggregate  of  population  residing  upon  the  original 
territorial  limits  to  over  nineteen  thousand. 

The  whaling  industry  of  New  Bedford  reached  its 
highest  point,  in  capital,  in  vessels,  and  tounage,  in 
18S7.  Its  fleet  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
ahips  and  whaling  outfits  was  worth  more  than  twelve 
million  of  dollars  and  required  ten  thousand  seamen. 

The  largest  importations  of  oil  and  bone  were  in 
1851  and  1853.  The  quantities  of  each,  with  the  prices 
realized  from  their  sale,  were  as  follows : 

ISM. 

oil,  si  %\  n\  p*r  gallon   ai,«ttl,iM0 ;& 

ba.rtr-la  »b«l.oll.»l    .iMi  par  gallon   4,ftltt,ll4  6« 

M%    _   l,.MI,«i..'M. 
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103,077  UrraU  MB  oil,  «i  fl.1141 
100,114  Urrila  arlmla  oil,  at  .»«'. 
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I  have  mentioned  the  prominent  merchants  who 
were  identified  with  the  prosecution  of  the  whale 
fishery  in  its  earlier  years.  There  are  qther 
which  should  not  be  omitted,  since  the  men  who  I 
the  places  of  the  pioneers  achieved  much  of  the  suc- 
cess. John  Avery  Parker,  George  Howland,  Isaac 
Howland,  Jr.,  Humphrey  Hathaway,  John  aud  James 
Howland,  and  William  C.  Nye  were  men  of  great 
business  sagacity,  financial  skill,  painstaking  indus- 
try, and  unquestioned  integrity.  The  large  fortunes 
left  behind  by  many  of  them  show  how  fully  these 
qualities  had  been  exercised  and  how  abundantly 
rewarded.  From  1824  to  1830  there  were  new  count- 
ing-rooms opened,  representing  what  was  then  called 
the  "middling  interest,"  and  occupied  by  Abraham 
Barker,  David  R.  Greene,  Joseph  Bourne,  Alfred 
Gibbs,  and  others.  These  men  boldly  claimed  a  share 
of  the  whaling  business,  and  aided  materially  in 
making  its  progress  continuous  and  rapid.  Wu  have 
also  active  whaling  inerchanta  of  the  present  day, 
possessing  the  venturesome  business  enterprise  of 
their  predecessors. 

Two  events,  although  comparatively  recent,  must 
be  mentioned  in  order  to  reuder  complete  the  history 
of  our  fishery,— the  depredations  by  the  rebel  cruisers 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  the  loss  of  our 
Arctic  fleet  in  1871. 

Early  in  our  civil  war  the  torch  of  the  rebel  cruisers 
carried  dismay  in  our  whaling  fleets.  In  the  summer 
of  1862  the  Confederate  steamer  "Alabama,"  under 
command  of  Admiral  Scinmes,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Azores,  burned  many  of  our  vessels,  and  during  the 
war  the  "Florida"  and  "Sumter"  added  to  the  de- 
struction. But  the  great  loss  occurred  in  June,  1865, 
when  the  "Shenandoah,"  having  recruited  at  Mel- 
bourne for  an  Arctic  cruise,  eiitored  into  Behring 
Strait.  Here  the  unsuspecting  whalemen,  pursuiug 
their  vocation  amid  the  ice  and  fogs  of  that  frozen 
region,  were  suddenly  met  by  a  dauger  which  they 
could  neither  resist  nor  avoid.  This  armed  steamer, 
the  "8henandoah,"  Capt.  Waddell,  was  in  their 
midst,  and  the  work  of  destruction  was  rapid  and 
thorough.  Twenty-five  ships,  most  of  them  of  large 
size,  were  captured  and  burned,  besides  four  others 
captured  but  bonded  by  the  privateer  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  transportation  to  some  friendly  port  for 
the  eight  hundred  sailor  prisoners,  who  with  sad 
hearts,  fifteen  thousand  miles  from  home,  had  seen 
their  burning  ships,  with  the  products  of  their  toil 
and  danger  and  their  prospective  hopes  of  success, 
sinking  beneath  the  waves. 

Among  the  incidents  of  this  rebel  raid  should  be 
mentioned  the  praiseworthy  action  of  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Nye,  of  the  "  Abigail,"  after  the  loss  of  his  ship,  in 
saving,  as  far  as  possible,  the  fleet  from  destruction. 
The  "Milo"  had  been  captured  and  bonded,  and  had 
received  on  bourd  a  large  numhor  of  prisoners.  Dur- 
ing the  following  night  Capt.  Nye  organized  an  ex- 
pedition of  two  boats,  and  at  early  dawn  left  the 
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" Milo."  While  the  "Shenandoah"  was  punning  her 
piratical  work,  these  brnve  men,  following  along  the 
field*  of  ire,  pulled  north  in  their  open  boat*  one 
hundred  and  eighty  miles,  and  thero  found  a  number 
of  defenseless  whaler*,  giving  them  the  information 
which  saved  them  from  capture.  It  was  a  gallant  act, 
prompted  by  the  humanity  and  executed  with  the  cool 
determination  of  the  hardy  sailor*. 

Fifty  whaling  vessel*  were  captured  by  the  rebel 
cruisers,  of  which  forty-six,  with  outfits  and  cargoes, 
were  burned.  Of  this  number  twenty-eight  sailed 
from  and  were  owned  in  New  Bedford.  The  loss  of 
ships  and  outfits  belonging  here  exceeded  one  million 
of  dollars,  and  of  oil  and  bone  on  board  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Following  i«  a  list  of  whaling  vessels  destroyed  by 
the  "  Alabama"  and  other  rebel  cruisers  during  the 
Rebellion,  with  the  amount  of  oil  on  board.  All  ex- 
cept the  first  three  nnmed  were  captured  by  vessels 
fitted  out  from  the  British  dominions. 


John 


Brig  I-.™., 


Ship  Benjamin  Tucker, 
Bmk  Ei»-n  Dud«e, 
Iierk  Kllah.  t>anl«r, 
Blilp  Leri  Nt.rtwck, 
Dark  VlrfluW, 
Ship  Ocean  Roter,  Mai 
Schooner  AltamaJie,  Si.  . 
Ship  UvninlRee,  Mrartuwn 
Schooner  (lonreer,  rrovlm 
S-l-'f  hr-r  W rather 
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Bark  Lah)  ullf.  New  tlnAlbrd  

Berk  Nje.  « 
ScIhwihih  Khijiftehrr,  Felrhaven. 

Brlj  Kale  IVirr.  Meet  port  , 

Schooner  KJrnil,  I'nxlBeeiown.. 


New 


Berk  AU*ell,  New  Bed 
Ship  Bruaewlck,  New  I 
Balk  (V.n«reee.  -  ...... 

Ship  Kuphratea,         "  ...... 

M  "  '   0  <  I  •  «.  "   

Ship  lleclnr. 

Ship  1 1 1 M ........  «   

Ship  laaac  Mow  land.  New  ltnir  .nl  . 
Bark  leaWlla,  - 
Berk  Jlreh  dwin. 
Bark  tlertlia  (Id), 
Ship  Keau,  ■ 
Bark  Nlmrud,  " 
Ship  Sophia  Thornton,  " 
Berk  Waeerly.  " 
Ship  William  Thorapeon,  New 

Bark  famrlte,  Valrhann  „ 

Bark  Carlnftan,  Warren  

Heik  Catherine.  New  London 
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ShlpOrneml  Wllllaaia,  New  I., •,.!,.„  
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Bri«  Siiean  Al.l-ell. 
Berk  William  (I  Nr- 


Bark  Pearl. 
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3  Now  Ijondna  Teeaele.. .......... 

3  San  rraixiem  Teaeela  „... 

1  Honolulu  rewiela  

««  eeeerli  tin  BOW 

But  the  most  memorable  of  all  the  disasters  which 
have  attended  this  perilous  business  was  that  of  Sep- 
tember, 1871,  when  in  a  single  day  thirty-three  shipa 
were  abandoned  in  the  Arctic  Ocean,  hopelessly 
crushed  or  environed  in  the  ice.  This  large  fleet  of 
the  most  costly  ships  in  the  service,  caught  between 
the  jaws  of  tho  ice  floes,  drifted  with  the  westerly 
gales  until  the  immense  fields  of  ice  reached  the 
shore,  when  they  were  crushed  like  egg-shells.  It 
was  a  sad  and  terrible  calamity,  not  merely  in  its  loss 
of  property,  but  more  In  the  hardship  and  suffering 
of  twelve  hundred  shipwrecked  men.  Hemmed  In 
by  the  ice  which  lines  the  shores  of  a  barren  country, 
where  neither  food  nor  fuel  could  be  obtained,  these 
men  well  knew  that  if  driven  upon  the  beach,  ten  or 
eleven  dreary  winter  months  must  elapse  before  as- 
sistance could  reach  them,  and  that  in  the  long  inter- 
val death  would  come  to  most  of  them  by  starvation 
or  cold.  In  their  peril  an  expedition  of  three  boats 
was  fitted  out  under  command  of  Capt.  Frazier,  of 
the  "  Florida,"  to  go  south  over  the  ice,  and  if  possible 
find  vessels  in  the  open  sea.  The  written  appeal  for 
relief  which  these  shipwrecked  captains  sent  to  who- 
ever it  might  reach  was  full  of  touching,  pathetic 
eloquonoe.  It  was  the  appeal  of  brave  men  in  dis- 
tress to  brave  men  who  could  realize  the  fearful  peril. 

A  toilsomo  and  anxious  journey  of  seventy  miles 
between  packs  of  ice  brought  the  little  expedition  to 
the  open  sea  south  of  Icy  Gape,  and  there  the  sight 
of  shins  gladdened  their  hearts.  It  needed  no  appeal 
for  succor,  no  promise  of  reward,  for  the  warm  hearts 
of  brother-sailors  were  ready  to  save  their  comrades, 
although  at  the  heavy  loss  of  an  abandonment  of  their 
own  voyages  and  the  earnings  of  a  year.  Capt.  Fra- 
zier returned  to  the  wrecks  off*  Point  Belcher  with  the 
joyous  tidings  of  relief,  and  these  twelve  hundred 
men,  taking  with  them  in  boats  such  provisions  as 
they  could  carry,  made  their  way  over  and  through 
the  ice  fields  to  the  rescuing  vessels  without  the  loss 
of  one  of  their  number. 

Of  the  thirty-three  vessels  crushed  or  abandoned, 
twenty-two  belonged  in  New  Bedford,  and  were  val- 
ued, with  outfits,  without  the  oil  and  bone  on  board, 
at  one  million  and  ninety  thousand  dollars. 

Whaling  reached  its  culminating  point  in  1856  or 
1867.  8ince  then  it  has  declined,  and  now  our  fleet 
numbers  only  about  one-third  of  the  vessels  it  once 
did.  There  have  been  disasters  in  connection  with 
this  pursuit.  The  captures  by  the  English  in  the  war 
of  1812,  the  captures  by  rebel  cruisers,  and  the  loss 
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of  the  Arctic  fleet  were  heavy  blowi.  Natural 
which  need  not  be  mentioned,  have  led  to  its 
■ion,  almost  to  it*  downfall.  But  the  historical  fact 
which  interest*  us  is  that  New  Bedford  has  been  built 
up  by  the  whale  fishery.  A  large  share  of  the  wealth 
of  to-day  comes  from  this  source.  It  bos  made  our 
community  what  it  is. 

This  large  accumulation  of  wealth  has  been  obtained 
by  the  well-directed  enterprise  and  persevering  in- 
dustry of  the  people  of  New  Bedford,  and  belongs  to 
the  people  of  New  Bedford.  The  capital  of  non-resi- 
dents has  not  aided  us.  It  has  been  drawn  from  the 
broad  fields  of  the  ocean  with  much  toil  and  manifold 
dangers,  with  perils  from  the  ice  and  fogs  and  storms 
of  frozen  regions,  and  exposure  and  disease  under  the 


hot  burning  sun  of  the  equator.  It  has  been  a  cre- 
ation of  wealth  by  the  skill  of  the  merchant  and  the 
hardy  daring  of  the  sailor,  and  not  a  mere  exchange 
of  wealth.  Without  surveys  of  the  seas  and  bays 
which  it  made  its  cruising-grounds, — for  our  brave  sea- 
men went  in  advance  of  exploration, — without  boun- 
ties, without  aid  from  government,  but  contributing 
largely  to  it  in  its  consumption  of  dutiable  articles, 
and  overcoming  European  competition,  the  people  of 
New  Bedford  obtained  the  control  of  the  whalo  fish- 
ery, and  made  their  city  the  great  whale-oil  market 
of  the  world.  Few  parallels  cau  be  found  in  this  or 
any  country  of  such  successful  enterprise. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  vessels  from  New  '. 
in  the  whaling  fishery  in  1882: 


A ll.ll>  CI»M, 

Adeline  UibU,  bark  ... 

A I  it  -  Knowlea,  berk  

Ala»ka,  bark   „  

Andrew  Hlcki,  Urk  


AruulcU.  lor*..... 

Atlantic,  Urk  m  

AuUUiru'.  bark.  

But  Goeaold,  l..rk ...... 

Beleedare,  ale 

BHtha.  bark.. 

0>l.l>  Eaton,  l 
California  . 


Canton,  berk. ......   . 

0|»  Horn  Plgroo.bark-  » 

Clurlai  W.Murnao.  bark.. 

CHcem,  bark.........  

Gum.  If  orrie,  bark  

Daedeinone,  bark  

K  II.  Couwell,  ecbooner.. ,. 
X)lan  Rodman,  echo 
K.  fi  riillllpe.Urk, 
Kllea,  bark  

fill.  Ail. -.11.  

K.  IT.  A  Jama,  brig. 

Kurupa,  1*1  k...  

Teloon,  kark  .... 
fesiile  Byrnra, 
Vleelwlng,  bark 
Francut  A.  _ 
Franklin,**... 
U«  y  Hum  J,  Urk 
Gaialle,  Urk 


Oeurge  end  liar;,  Urk. 
George  and  Su»ao,  bark. 
Oolden  Olijr,  eehouiicr..., 

GrevhoHud,  Urk  

H.l.a  Mar,  bark 

lierculee,  Urk  

Hope  On,  bark............  . 

HoraMo  MM  MM 

fluular,  Urk..... 
leeUlla,  brig-.  „ 
J.  A.  Howlaad,  Urk  


Arnold.... 


Jlrah  Perrr. 
Jobu  Carr.r,  Urk.. 
John  Daweou,  Urk...  . 

Jobu  Howland,  bark  

John  P.  We*,  Urk-  

Jobu  >nd  Wlntlirop,  bark.. 

Jim.  pills*,  Urk..  »MWMII 

Kathleen,  Urk  ......  hm 

U|o^i,  bark   

Uurar.  Urk........  hm- 

Lollla  K  Oook,  ■ 
IionkM,  Urk.. 

Lucre!  la,  et* 

Ltdla.  Urk. 
kfaUl,  Urk. . 


Ton  nag*. 


Man,  Urk-  

Mar/  and  Helen, 
M.rj  and  Baoan,  Urk 
Jflaa.|«la.lt,  bark...... 
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863 
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188 
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Smith  

Djer....... 

PjJSSil."**" 

footer  

riabar..... 
Hlcki  


Agent. 


Joa.fl,  a  William  R.  Wing  

Jooeph  «  Wllluua  R  Wlof  


April  13,  1880. 
Oct.  26, 1876. 
Juua  13,  1682. 
In  port, 
liac.  16,  1880. 

An 


Mltch.ll...... 

Poole.......... 

Glflhrd  

Gilford  

Win.U>w.„.  ...„. 

Deem..........  

Cuett  ...... 

Oiflord..  

Prancia... ........... 

Murray......  

llowlaud...  _ 

Allan  ««■ 

Bakar.. 


Sllra... 


Louai  gnaw  1  8o*_... 

Jonalbau  Uourno  

John  P.  Know  I.,  (td) 

Joualliaii  Hourna  I  8ept. 14,  1880 

Andrew  nil**,         i      i  i  Ocl.  26,  1881 

I...uui  Snow  a  Sou  

Jooeph  A  William  R.  Wing 
William  Uwtav 


John  T.  Tackar  A  Oo- 

Wllllam  Uwle.  

Joku  T.  Tucker  A  Oo. 

CbarlatO.  Plana  ..„..„. 

John  r  Tucker  A  Co   

Job  n  P.  Tackar  A  Co....  

William  Poller  (2d)  

Jua.pli  A  William  R  Wing 
Jobu  McOullough  

Jobu  P.  Knowlre  (2d)   In  port. 


Mut  3,  1881. 
Nov.  2,  18*0. 
Oct.  ill,  1880. 
April  2*1, 1881. 
Aug  17, 1880. 
Aug  22,  1882. 
Nat.  1,187*. 
Hat  HI,  1881. 
Sept.  12,  1876. 
Aug  24.  1880. 
July  13,  1881. 
Oct.  22, 18*1. 


Alkau  A  Sarlfl.-   April  6,  1881. 

Alkau  a  i»iti  _  May  30, 1682. 

Henry  Clay  a  ***     Mo*.  12, 188Q. 

DoaneAOo   I  June  8,1861. 

John  McOvlluasb  _  _  |  tint  24.  1881 


Aeery  

Crape  

Ludlow.... 
Sherman. 
Knowlea.. 
Kr.Ui.  .... 

Allan  

Bauldrj ... 
Mclniua... 
Burdao.... 

Moraa...  ... 

Bama 
Blceeom  . 
l'enullnal 

Lake  

Chaaa  .. 


Cheee  .. 

Suillh  

Wartao  

Oraan  -  

gmlUi  

Sbl.ariok  

Lose  -  

Iluwland  

Uala....  

Law  la  

Vara  

Kooa-.  

M.llan  

Prail.r  

Kello... 


Junalbau  llonrna   

Tabar,  Gordon  A  &>....„  

William  Lawia    

Alkwi  A  8«in.   „  

Tlioiuua  KiMiwIaa  A  Co.  -m-— nn 

Joaapb  Oll»era. .-„.„.„„   

J. «.|.li  A  William  K.  Wing   

Philip  II.  Raad  

ll.iir.  Ula«  A  Co  

Jobu  V.  Kno.l™  (2d)  

Swill  A  Allan  

JonatlMili  II.  in  i.i'.  

Alkan  A  Swill   

llaurjr  Clajr  A  tk>.  

Abbott  P.  Smith..  

Sain  A  Allan....  .  

Alkm  A  Swllt   „. 

QllUrt  B.  Bunbm  

Tabar,  Ourdou  A  ffffniiniii 

Ji>b>tli>n  Ilourna.  

William  I.ou  i,   


Smith  , 

Uarkar... 
KHckuay.. 


Alk.ll  A  8win.  ...... 

atlUrt  Allau   

Tabrr,  Oonlou  A  Co  

Alkan  A  Swift..  

TbumaaKrwwIaaAUD.-  

Joaapl,  A  Wllll.ru  It.  Wing, 
Ivor.  11.  Iluilotl  A  Sona  .  . 

Mii.hu.  N.  Wrat.  

Jufan  P.  Knuwlaa(2d>.  

Alkau  A  Swift,-  

Jowpb  A  William  R.  Wing 

Jonathan  llouriia.   , 

William  Uwla  _  

Joaapli  Vera    

I  «oiy  II.  Dajtlatt  A  Sou  

William  Lrwla  „  

William  Uajllaa.  

William  Lawia   

Cliailaa  0.  Plarea  

William  Uwla  .. 
Lor.  H.  r 
Abbott  P.I 

A! 


May  2>.  1874 
bVpt.  17,  1878. 
ti*pt.  28,  ISMO 

April  7,  1880. 
la  port. 
April  24.  1882. 
Nor.  6,  1877. 
April  20. 1881. 

JUIIO  1U.  ItUtt 

Uac.  8.  1881. 
Ma)  11.1*80. 
Ma)  26,  1881. 
Oct-  26,  1881. 
Oct.  1-1.  IS* I. 
Ma)  14,  I87«. 
Jul.  6, 1876. 
Oct.  14,  1878. 
Oct.  18,  1881. 
Oct.  26.  1881. 
Brpt  20,  1876. 
Juua  13,  1882. 
Srpl.  14,  1881. 
SVpl.  7.1*81. 
Ocl.  8,  1878. 
Sapt.  1. 1*78. 
Ma.  16,  I  sal. 
Juua  12,  1870. 
Uac.  28,  1877. 
Ma;  24.  1881. 
April  18,  18*1. 
Oct.  7,  I860. 
May  6.  I860. 
April  II,  1882. 
Jut..  20,  1882. 
Ma/  26,  1882 
Sapt.  28,  1881. 
Doc.  17.1881. 
Nov.  23,  I860. 
Rapt.  13, 1881. 
In  port. 
Aug.  16, 1882. 

Oct.  31,  1881. 
Oct.  17, 1881. 
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Merlin,  I 
MrrtnaM.Urk  

M  llion„  


Horning  Slur,  Urk  

Na|a>tfnn,  Urk  

Niger   

Northern  MiM.Uik  

North  SUr.  etramer  

IVfun,  Urk  .  .  

Ohio,  hit  

(Hi In  (ill I.  Utk  

(eiprey,  U'k  

Palmetto,  l.ntk   

Pcilril  Vatela.1 

Petrel,  Urk  


r.  Urk  ......... 

«ein.ieer.Urk  

So,  rni.1i.rk..'.".'.''.'.'.'.'. 

5m  Ranger,  bark  

Seine,  Urk_  

SUnVu.l,  bark  

Stamlwul.  NaTS 
SuulH'aui,  Urk... 
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Shallow,  tmik.... 
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Union,  erli 
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Allen. 
Allen 


Jrlin  F.  Tucker  A  Co.. 


TaUr,  (lonlnn  *  Co  

John  McCull,.i.gh  . 

Joshua  C.  Unci.  

Innetlian  Reunite  .. 
Tuber.  (Sonloi.  A  Co. 

Campl.elt  It-nathan  noutiie  .... 

Oatn   I  William  Uwla  

Lew  It  uii.iniiitiiiuiiiial  I»i>ry  II-  Ilactlelt  A  I 

Benteli    1^'iini  Snow  A  Son.-. 


■Mb 

Ninkk  .  

Trlpi*  

(laih."" 


('■.ran 

lUker   

Wick.  

Olffcir.1  

Ilolmee   

Mai-omlter.. 


Aiken  A  Slain    

S»ln  A  Allen  _  

Joint  F.  Tucker  A  Co.... 
f.llliert  Allen 
Thumna  K  Howie*  A  Cat.. 

Gilliert  Allen  ™„, 

Jnlin  F.  Tucker  A  On... 
le-nni  Snow  A  Sort. 


Irotjr  II  llnrllell  A  Sou.. 
Irory  II.  IVr.leU  A  Son... 

Aiken  A  Swift..  

Aiken  A  Swill.  

John  P  Kriowleil2n)  

Irory  II.  Ilalllett  A  Sona.. 
John  P.  Knnwlea  (2<l).. 


KltiK  I  Joaaph  A  William  K.  Wlng- 


Keefian  .....  ...... 

M.. ii  I  Ion  . 

Crwpn  

Sherman... 


Oil  Me  „  ,  

Stanlon  ...................... 

Foater  iitm 

8lbn  


Joehua  C.  Hitch 
Joaeph  A  William  R- 
RoUrt  0.  Churchill 
AlkenASwin 


Itory  H.  Ilartl-lt  A  Sooa   

Jrawph  A  William  R.  Wlnf-  

Stan  In  n  A  llamlilia  — 

Henry  Clay  A  Oo... 
Jnhi.  McCnllongh 
John  P.  Knowlea  (*^" 


N.Chnroh  . 


Irory  II.  llarlett  A  Sooa.  


Not.  17. 

Jiib*  l, : 

Oct.  S,  1M0. 
Feb  I4.1MI. 
In  port 
In  purl- 
in port. 
Sept  42,  1S1M. 
Aug  2,  IMt. 
Mar  22,  I  S7». 
Nor,  1,  ML 
Dee.  I  t.  int. 
May  4. 1  MO. 
Juried,  l«*n, 
April  fl,  IH81. 

Oct.  19.  1MKI. 
Aug.  17,  lata. 

Aug  HI.  18*2. 
July  IS.  IW. 
In  port. 
Jui.  21,  1875. 
April  12, tall. 
June  8,  1982. 
June  27,  IM2. 
June  4,  1B7V. 
July  22,  1W0. 
Sept.  \  llTJr. 
N«e.  12,  mm. 
July  2i,  1««2. 

Jon-J.  mi. 

Oct.  IS.  I87S. 
In  part. 
May  3,  1882. 
Sept.  IS,  I1SI. 
Jan.  *0.  1M2. 
Sept  29,  1W. 
Aug.  29.  T" 
In  port. 


D«.S.lMt. 


There  nro  now  but  about  fifteen  hundred  barrels  of 
crude  Southern  whale-oil  in  the  country,  the  only 
holders  being  J.  ft  W.  R.  Wing,  I.  H.  Bartlett  A 
Bonn,  and  Taber,  Gordon  &  Co.,  all  of  New  Bedford, 
besides  one  small  lot  in  Provincetown.  This  is  used 
to  a  considerable  extent  for  oiling  stock  in  cordage- 
works.  Northern  whale-oil  iB  almost  as  scarce,  the 
holders  being  J.  &  W.  R.  Wing,  Jonathan  Bourne, 
and  Swift  A  Allen,  of  New  Bedford,  and  Hernan 
8mith,  of  Boston,  with  a  total  of  about  two  thousand 
eight  huudrcd  barrels.  Mr.  Smith's  oil,  some  two 
hundred  and  fifty  barrels,  has  been  on  hand  about  ten 
years. 

CHAPTER  X. 
NEW  DKDFORD. — (CWiitirfef.) 

WflliESI  ASTICAL  HISTORY. 
Flrrt  CongregAtliiTMkl  Society,  Unitarian  Church — Tha  North  Oongregm- 
Uonal  Church— The.  Trinitarian  Church— Klrat  Baptlat  Ohurch— The 
North  Flnpilot  Cliurck— The  Bocotid  Itaptlet  Church — Salam  Rapt  let — 
County  Street  Melhodlat  Kp1aco|avl  Cliunh—  The  Front  Street  Motho- 
«tUt  Roiaoopal  Cliorch— Allen  Slreet  Melhodlat  IpUcopal  Church  — 
ritaaant  Street  Mrth ixll«t  Kpiactitwl  Chnreh— African  Metlio-tM  Kple- 
«o|«l  Stlnn— African  MethoiHat  F.plaropnl  tlethel-Oraco  Church— St 
J.me.'  Chtirrh-Nortl,  Clirietlnn  Chorch— MhWIw  Slreet  Ctirimlan 


01le*4  ChaMl-Oorkdala  Union  Free  Chapel  A> 
Chapel— BxliiKt  Charetwa:  Pace  He  Cliurrh,  Third 
neaellU  Union  Cliurch,  Mount  Pleaaant  Church. 

First  Congregational  Society  (Unitarian). 
Tillage  at  the  Head  of  the  River.  ». 


-The 


antedates  New  Bedford  by  half  a  century.  As  it  was 
in  early  times  the  centre  of  population  and  business, 
religious  services  were  first  held  there,  and  as  New 
Bedford  became  settled  its  residents  were  in  the  habit 
of  going  up  to  the  Head  of  the  River  to  attend  wor- 
ship.  But  in  the  courne  of  time,  owing  to  the  greater 
increase  of  population  in  New  Bedford,  it  became 
necessary  to  organize  a  precinct  in  connection  with 
the  church  at  Acushnet  We  find  by  the  records  of 
the  First  Congregational  Society  that  the  first  meet- 
ing held  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  the  precinct 
was  Jan.  81, 1795,  at  the  North  Purchase  8treet  school- 
house.  The  officers  chosen  at  that  meeting  were  Jireh 
Willis,  moderator;  John  8pooner,  clerk;  Edward 
Pope,  treasurer.  Lt  was  voted  to  build  a  house  for 
public  worship,  in  forty  shares,  each  shareholder  sub- 
scribing six  pounds,  to  be  paid  in  cash,  labor,  or  ma- 
terials. Capt  Gamaliel  Bryant  was  chosen  superin- 
tendent of  its  construction.  The  records  state  that 
the  first  lot  selected  for  the  location  of  the  church  was 
"  a  quarter'of  an  acre  of  land  lying  north  of  Joseph 
Russell's  orchard,  and  west  of  County  road,"  pre- 
sented by  Ephraiin  Kempton,  Sr.,  which  is  now  occu- 
pied by  the  County  .Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  It  was  their  determination  to  build  on  this 
spot,  and  several  persons  were  buried  here,  the  de- 
sign being  to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  grounds  as  a 
burial-place.  But  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors 
held  the  following  May  it  was  contended  that  it  waa 
distant  too  fur  from  the  village,  and  this  vote  was 
annulled,  and  it  was  decided  to  accept  a  lot  offered  by 
William  Rotch,  where  Liberty  Hall  now  stands.  The 
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church  was  commenced  and  built  during  the  years 
1795-97,  by  Msnasseh  Kempton,  Jr.,  and  Eaatland 
Babcnck.  Mooting*!  were,  however,  held  in  the  church 
previous  to  its  completion. 

A  bell  waa  purchased  Feb.  18,  1790  (the  one  for- 
merly in  use  in  the  tower  of  the  old  Liberty  Hall),  of 
CapL  Silas  Jones,  of  Nantucket,  by  subscription,  at  a 
cost  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars.  The  list 
iVV'V'  was  headed  by  tthswai  Pope,  who  gave  ten  dollars, 
The  next  largest  sum  was  six  dollars,  and  was  given 
by  a  colored  man  named  Aaron  Childs.  The  bell 
was  distinguished  for  clearness  of  tone  and  the  long 
distance  for  which  it  could  lie  heard.  In  November, 
1854,  Liberty  Hall  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  remaina 
of  the  bell  were  collected,  and  several  citizens  had 


the  only  relics  of  this  old  bell. 

The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Dr.  West,  who  commenced 
his  ministrations  with  the  society  at  the  building  of 
the  church.  He  afterwards  received  his  dismission  on 
account  of  ill  health.  After  Dr.  West's  withdrawal, 
Rev.  Messrs.  Christy,  Holt,  and  Robinson  received 
calls  to  officiate  as  pastors,  but  whether  they  accepted 
or  not  the  records  do  not  state. 

In  1807  a  church,  called  the  Third  Church,  was 
organized  In  connection  with  the  precinct,  which  con- 
tinued until  1810,  when  the  aociety,  or  parish  com- 
mittee, as  It  ia  termed,  presented  Rev.  Epbraim  Ran- 
dall to  the  church  as  a  candidate  for  the  pastorship. 
The  church  refused  to  elect  him,  and  the  society  per- 
sisting in  their  determination  to  employ  him,  the 
great  majority  of  the  church  voted  to  assemble  in  an- 
other place  of  worship,  which  they  accordingly  did, 
and  their  subsequent  history  will  be  found  under  the 
head  of  the  North  Congregational  Church. 

The  society,  with  four  members  of  the  church  who 
remained  with  them  and  organized  a  new  church, 
having  strengthened  their  position  by  a  decision  from 
ecclesiastical  authorities  that  they  were  justified  in 
insisting  upon  the  election  of  whoever  they  chose  to 
present  to  the  church  as  candidates  for  the  pastor- 
ship, proceeded  to  install  Rev.  Epbraim  Randall,  who 
preachod  to  them  several  years.  After  him,  Rev. 
Messrs.  Chaining,  Kibbey,  and  John  Brewer  were 
settled  over  the  society.  The  latter  was  for  some  time 
preceptor  of  the  Friends'  Academy. 

Sept.  17,  1816,  the  aociety  gave  Rev.  Jonathan 
Wbitaker  a  call,  which  waa  accepted,  and  he  preached 
to  the  aociety  until  Nov.  24,  1828,  with  great  accept- 
ance. At  that  date  an  invitation  was  extended  to 
Rev.  Or vi lie  Dewey,  which  he  accepted. 

This  distinguished  clergyman  was  born  at  Sheffield, 
Mass.,  March  28,  1794.  He  graduated  at  Williams 
College  in  1814,  and  was  afterwards  a  student  of  An- 
dover  Theological  8eminary,  from  1816  to  1819.  On 
leaving  Andover  he  preached  for  several  years  as  the 
agent  of  the  American  Educational  Society,  but  de- 
clined any  permanent  settlement  on  account  of  his 
indefinite  opinions  in  theology  ;  subsequently  he  ac- 


cepted a  temporary  call  to  Gloucester,  at  the  same 
time  candidly  stating  his  unsettled  views.  Here  he 
became  a  Unitarian,  and  was  shortly  after  engaged 
as  the  assistant  of  Dr.  Channing,  in  whose  pulpit  he 
preached  two  years.  His  next  charge  was  this  so- 
ciety, over  which  he  was  ordained  Dec.  17,  1823. 

Dec.  5,  1833,  being  in  ill  health,  he  was  granted 
leave  of  absence  for  a  tour  through  Europe,  his  sal- 
ary being  continued.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  the  principal  portion  of  the  time 
during  his  absence. 

In  June,  1834,  Mr.  Dewey  received  a  call  from  the 
Church  of  the  Messiah  in  New  York,  and  asked  his 
dismission,  which  wss  granted,  and  his  salary  paid  by 
the  society  up  to  December  ensuing.  Mr.  Dewey 
waa  extremely  popular  with  .the  society,  and  his  with- 
drawal was  a  matter  of  deep  regret. 

The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  Mr.  Angler,  who  was  or- 
dained May  20,  1835.  The  sermon  on  the  occasion 
wsa  by  Dr.  Dewey,  and  the  introductory  prayer  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Morgridge.  Mr.  Angler  asked  for  his  dis- 
mission April  8,  1837,  but  the  society  voted  unani- 
mously not  to  grant  it.  A  secoiid  request  being 
made,  it  was  granted. 

The  structure  now  occupied  by  the  society,  on 
Union  Street,  was  erected  during  the  year  1830-88, 
and  dedicated  May  24,  1838,  on  which  occasion  Rev. 
Messrs.  Ephraim  Peabody  and  J.  H.  Morison  were 
installed  as  paHtors.  Mr.  Morison  continued  with 
the  society  until  Oct.  6, 1844. 

Rev.  Ephraim  Peabody  was  born  at  Milton,  N.  H., 
March  28,  1807.  In  November,  1845,  he  received  a 
call  to  act  as  colleague  pastor  at  King's  Chapel,  Hoe- 
ton,  which  be  accepted. 

Few  clergymen  have  ever  been  as  successful  in 
winning  the  personal  regard  and  attachment  of  their 
people  as  Mr.  Peabody  was.    He  died  Nov.  28,  1850. 

In  December,  1847,  Rev.  John  Weiss  received  a 
call,  and  soon  after  commenced  his  labors  with  the 
society.  In  1852,  Mr.  Weiss"  ill  health  rendering  him 
unable  to  discharge  his  entire  pastoral  duties,  he  ten- 
dered his  resignation.  It  was  not  accepted,  and  Rev. 
Charles  Lowe  was  ordained  as  a  colleague,  Aug.  10, 
1852.  Mr.  Lowe's  health  failing,  after  an  ansociation 
of  about  one  year,  a  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to 
him,  and  in  September,  1853,  he  left  this  city  for  Eu- 
rope. Before  his  departure  he  sent  a  letter  of  resig- 
nation, but  at  the  request  of  the  society  retained  a 
nominal  relation  as  pastor.  In  April,  1855,  he  wroU- 
from  Paris,  asking  that  this  connection  should  be  dis- 
solved, and  the  society  complied  with  his  desire. 

Mr.  Weiss'  health  continued  very  infirm,  and  in 
April,  1858,  he  received  leave  of  absence  for  six 
months  and  went  to  Europe.  On  his  return,  finding 
that  his  strength  was  not  sufficiently  restored  to  war- 
rant him  in  undertaking  the  whole  duty  of  the  parish, 
he  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  finally  ac- 
cepted, and  his  connection  with  the  society  ceased  in 
the  spring  of  1859. 
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An  invitation  was  extended  to  the  present  pastor, 
Rev.  William  J.  Potter,  in  July,  1859,  which  he  ac- 
cepted, and  waa  ordained  Dec.  28,  1869.  The  ser- 
vice* on  the  occasion  were  as  follows:  Introductory 
r,  Rev.  C.  Y.  De  Normandie,  of  Fairliaven ; 

from  Scriptures,  Rev.  T.  C.  Moulton ;  ser- 
Rev.  Dr.  Furneaa,  of  Philadelphia;  ordaining 
prayer,  Rev.  J.  F.  W.  Ware,  of  Cambridgeport; 
charge,  Rev.  C.  II.  Brigham,  of  Taunton;  right  hand 
of  fellowship,  Rev.  A.  Woodbury,  of  Providence; 
address  to  the  people,  Rev.  Dr.  Dewey,  of  Boston ; 
concluding  prayer,  Rev.  Moses  O.  Thomas. 

In  18G3,  Mr.  Potter  waa  drafted.  On  the  following 
Sunday  he  preached  a  very  powerful  discourse,  enti- 
tled "  The  Voice  of  the  Draft,"  which  was  published 
and  attracted  great  attention  throughout  the  country. 
He  resigned  the  pastorship  and  entered  the  army,  in- 
tending to  take  his  position  as  a  private  soldier  ;  but 
on  reaching  Washington  the  Secretary  of  Warassigned 
him  a  position  more  in  accordance  with  his  habits 
and  abilities.  The  society  declined  to  accept  his 
resignation,  but  granted  him  leave  of  absence  for  a 
year,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  returned  to 
his  duties  here  and  has  officiated  as  pastor  to  the  pres- 
ent lime. 

The  Forth  Congregational  Church.1— The  North 
Congregational  Church  was  organized  (in  the  meeting- 
house of  the  precinct,  formed  in  1795)  by  an  Ecclesi- 
astical Council,  Oct.  15,  1807. 

The  churches  represented  in  the  council  were  the 
Second  Church  of  Christ  in  New  Bedford  (Fair- 
haven),  by  Rev.  Isaiah  Weston,  pastor,  Joseph  Bates, 
delegate;  and  the  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Rochester, 
by  Rev.  Oliver  Cobb,  pastor,  Jesse  Haskell,  delegate. 
Having  organized,  the  council  "  proceeded  to  exam- 
ine the  standing  of  those  who  were  before  members  of 
churches,  aod  also  candidates  for  admission  into  the 
church,"  and  laid  before  them  a  confession  of  faith 
and  a  covenant.  Those  were  "  consented  to,"  and  the 
following  persons  "were  then  regularly  formed  into  a 
church  by  the  name  of  the  Third  Church  in  New 
Bedford,  and  the  ordinance  of  baptism  was  admin- 
istered to  those  who  had  not  been  baptized : 


Elkanah  Michell. 
Caleb  Jenne. 
William  West. 
Joshua  Barker. 
Edward  Pope. 
John  Sheirman. 
Gamaliel  Bryant. 
Ahiaha  Delanoe. 
Jireh  Willis. 
Ebcnezar  Willis. 


Cephas  Cushman. 
Mariah  Jenne. 
Abigal ! 


Sarah  Kempton. 
Joannah  West. 
Elizabeth  Jenne. 
Joannah  Ayres. 
Clarriasa  Crocker. 
Pamela  Willice. 
Abigail  Kempton. 
Elizabeth  Pope. 
Dorcas  Price. 
Catharine  Long. 
Huldah  Potter. 
Drusilla  Potter. 
Fear  Crocker. 
Anna  West. 
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Aurilla  Barker. 
Deborah  Bryant. 
Mary  Peckham. 
Abigail  Michell. 
Susannah  i 
Lois  Hart. 


Abigail  Willis. 
Abiah  Oarish. 
Mahittable  Willis. 
Hannah  Peckham. 
Anna  Burgess. 
Nancy  Howland. 


The  first  officers  of  the  church  were  chosen  May 
II,  1809 -  Joshua  Barker,  first  deacon  ;  Cornelius  S. 
Burgess,  second  deacon ;  and,  it  is  presumed,  Cephas 
Cushman,  clerk. 

Rev.  Curtis  Coe  seema  to  have  preached  for  the 
church  in  1809,  and  other  clergymen  from  the  neigh- 
boring towns  to  have  administered  the  ordinances 
occasionally  during  the  following  year.  In  1809-10 
there  was  a  revival,  and  in  March  and  April  an  addi- 
tion of  twenty-two  members.  The  church  waa  ap- 
parently in  a  prosperous  condition;  but  about  that 
time  an  "  unhappy  division  began  to  appear,"  which 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  two  churches,  the  one 
Trinitarian,  the  other  Unitarian.  The  majority  of 
the  church  was  dissatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  parish  committee,  and  also  with  the  candidate  for 
pastor,  who,  as  it  is  alleged,  was  not  sound  in  doc- 
trine ;  or,  in  the  language  of  the  memorial  presented 
to  the  council  protesting  against  the  ordination  of 
Mr.  Ephraim  Randall,  in  1814,  because  he  "  did  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  church,  speak  the  things  that 
become  sound  doctrine,  or  those  that  harmonized  with 
the  professed  sentiments  of  the  church." 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Deacons  Barker  and  Bur- 
gess and  Jireh  Willis,  was  appointed  July  20,  1810, 
to  confer  with  the  parish  committee  with  a  view  of 
reconciliation.  On  the  7th  of  August  tbey  reported 
"that  the  conference  with  the  parish  committee  af- 
forded no  satisfaction,  or  nothing  Appeared  to  be  at- 
tending to  the  union  ;"  whereupon  the  following  vote 
was  passed  !  "  Voted,  that  we  meet  for  public  worship 
at  some  public  or  private  house  on  the  Lord's  day." 

At  that  time  there  were  nineteen  active  (mate) 
members,  of  whom  five  were  in  opposition  to  the  ma- 
jority, one  took  no  part,  and  thirteen  were  united 
against  the  society.  The  fourteen  male  members  con- 
stituting the  church  that  separated  from  the  society 
were  Edward  Ayera,  Joshua  Barker,  Freeman  Bar- 
rows, Cornelius  8.  Burgess,  Joshua  Crocker,  Cephas 
Cushman,  Jesse  Haskell,  Roger  Haskell,  Isaac  Man- 
chester, Nathaniel  Perry,  Pardon  Potter,  Southward 
Potter,  William  West,  and  Jireh  Willia.  Caleb  Jenoe 
had  joined  the  Friends  and  Ebenezer  Willis  was  dead. 
Those  fourteen  men,  with  not  a  great  abundanco  of 
this  world's  goods,  entered  into  an  agreement  to  pay 
the  salary  of  a  minister  and  tbe  rent  of  a  place  of 
worship,  with  the  other  expenses  of  tho  same. 

Soon  after  the  separation,  if  not  before,  Mr.  Sylves- 
ter Holmes,  a  licentiate,  began  his  labors  with  the 
church.  It  is  inferred  from  the- record  of  June  29, 
1811,  that  tho  church  even  then  hoped>  to  effect  a 
reconciliation,— 
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"  The  church  being  together  according  to  appoint- 
ment, Edward  Pope,  Eeq.,  chosen  moderator. 

"  Voted,  let,  that  the  church  meet  at  Judge  Pope's 
on  Saturday,  27th  July  next. 

"Voted,  2d,  that  the  meeting  be  diaaolved." 

What  was  the  result  of  that  adjourned  meeting  we 
can  conjecture  from  the  fact  that  four  days  later  Mr. 
Holmee  waa  ordained. 

Pursuant  to  letters  missive,  an  Ecclesiastical  Coun- 
cil convened  on  the  80th  of  July,  and  on  the  81st  or- 
dained Mr.  Holmes  to  "adminUterordinancea."  The 
exercises  on  that  occasion  were:  Introductory  prayer 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Stutson,  of  Plymouth  ;  sermon  by  Rev. 
Mase  Shepherd,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  from 
Matthew  xiii.  89:  "The  harvest  is  the  end  of  the 
world ;"  consecrating  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Craft,  of 
Middleborough ;  charge  to  the  pastor  by  Rev.  Lemuel 
Le  Baron,  of  Rochester;  right  hand  of  fellowship  by 
Rev.  Oliver  Cobb,  of  Rochester ;  concluding  prayer 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews,  of  Berkley.  The  several  parts 
were  very  appropriate  and  Impressive,  and  the  assem- 
bly solemn  and  attentive. 

Services  were  held  at  first  in  the  North  Purchase 
Street  school-boose,  then  in  the  South  school-house 
on  Walnut  Street,  and,  as  occasion  required,  at  the 
residences  of  church-members.  At  length  a  hall  over 
William  W.  Kempton'a  store,  southwest  corner  of 
Mill  and  Second  Street*,  waa  obtained,  and  the  church 
continued  to  worship  there  until  a  meeting-house  was 
built  in  1814.  That  house  was  one  story  high,  ten- 
foot  post,  with  end  towards  the  street,  door  in  middle, 
and  one  window  on  each  aide  of  the  door.  Its  site 
was  next  south  of  Si  Sua  Kempton'a  house,  situated  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  Second  aud  Elm  Streets. 

In  1812  the  five  church-members  who  had  remained 
with  the  society  adopted  a  covenant  differing  from 
that  of  1807,  and  with  the  society  insulted  Rev. 
David  Batchelder  as  pastor  of  the  "  Church  and  So- 
ciety in  Bedford  Precinct."  Two  years  later  Mr. 
Ephraim  Randall  was  ordained.  To  the  Ecclesiastical 
Council  convened  on  each  occasion  the  church  ad- 
dressed a  memorial,  setting  forth  the  facte  in  regard 
to  the  diviaion,  and  protesting  against  such  action  as 
not  being  in  accordance  with  the  usage  of  Congrega- 
tional Churches.  To  the  second  memorial  the  coun- 
cil, of  which  Rev.  James  Flint,  of  Bridgewater,  waa 
acribe,  replied,  "  We  consider  those  of  the  members 
of  the  church  who  retain  their  relation  to  the  Third 
Society,  of  which  also  they  are  a  component  part,  and 
hold  regularly  their  assembling  of  themselves  to- 
gether as  a  church  and  people  and  worshipers  in  the 
meeting-house  of  aaid  society,  as  being  distinctly  and 
properly  the  church  belonging  to  the  society,  but 
those  who  went  off  from  said  meeting-house  and  for- 
sook the  communion-table  as  having  abandoned  the 
society  and  relinquished  the  communion  and  fellow- 
ship and  ordinances  which  were  the  bond  of  their 
union,  and  therefore  as  having  no  control  or  right  to 
exercise  discipline  over  those  that  have  remained 


steadfast;  and  also  as  the  remonstrants  have  them- 
selves ordained  a  pastor  independently  of  and  without 
paying  any  respect  to  the  society,  they  cannot  now 
with  any  propriety  interfere  with  the  ordination  for 
the  purpose  of  which  we  have  convened." 

Not  so  thought  the  remonstrants,  for  on  the  19th 
of  December  they  formally  excommunicated  Edward 
Pope,  Abisha  Delano,  Elkanah  Mitcbel,  and  John 
Sherman  (Qamaliel  Bryant  bad  died  a  few  months 
before),  because  they  "  have  for  mora  than  two  years 
absented  themselves  from  our  religious  worship  and 
communion  at  the  Lord's  table  in  general,  and  have 
met  for  worship  and  attended  to  the  Lord's  Supper 
in  a  different  place,  and  have  refused  to  return  to 
their  duty  as  members  of  the  church,  notwithstanding 
they  have  been  labored  with  in  different  ways  at  suu- 
dry  times,  in  obedience  to  the  holy  command  of  our 
Lord  concerning  any  brother  or  brothers  who  walk 
disorderly." 

Thus  ended  the  controversy  between  the  church 
and  the  society,  but  the  bitterness  of  feeling  engen- 
dered and  the  unchristian  spirit  aroused  ceased  not 
to  be  manifested  until  the  chief  actors  had  passed 
away. 

The  church  so  increased  that  a  larger  house  of  wor- 
ship was  soon  demanded  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  people.  Iu  1817  measures  were  taken  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  house  on  the  corner  of  Purchase 
Street  and  a  new  street  not  then  named,  now  Elm. 
The  frame  was  raised  May  7,  1817.  The  house  was 
built  by  Deacon  Barker,  "and  the  proprietors  met  the 
expenses  of  the  enterprise  by  a  payment  of  money, 
labor,  and  materials."  It  was  forty-eight  feet  by  sixty, 
exclusive  of  a  portico  seven  feet  deep,  supported  by 
four  large  pillars,  and  surmounted  by  a  handsome 
steeple.  It  waa  finished  June,  1818.  On  Tuesday, 
the  23d  day  of  that  month,  it  was  consecrated  to  Al- 
mighty God  with  "services  extremely  appropriate 
and  interesting,  and  affording  much  gratification  to  a 
very  numerous  audience."  Rev.  John  Codman,  of 
Dorchester,  preached  a  sermon  from  Exodus  xx.  24 : 
"  In  all  places  where  I  record  my  nsme  I  will  come 
unto  thee,  and  I  will  bleas  thee." 

The  Sunday-school,  organized  in  1819,  was  the  out- 
growth of  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes'  class  in  the  catechism. 
Probably  as  early  as  1811  he  began  his  work  as  ca te- 
ch ist,  instructing  the  children  of  bis  church  in  biblical 
history  and  the  doctrines  of  the  "  Assembly's  Shorter 
Catechism." 

In  1826  the  meeting-house  was  enlarged.  It  was 
cut  in  two,  the  west  end  moved  back,  and  fifteen  feet 
inserted.  At  the  same  time  the  old  meeting-house, 
then  used  for  school  purposes,  was  moved  from  Second 
Street  to  a  site  on  Elm  Street,  just  west  of  the  meet- 
ing-house. A  few  years  later  it  was  ruised  one  story  ; 
the  lower  part  was  fitted  up  for  a  vestry,  and  the 
upper  part  for  a  school -room.  After  John  F.  Emer- 
son had  taught  there  several  years  he  purchased  the 
house,  removed  it  to  William  Street,  and  remodeled  it 


Digitized  by  Google 


NEW  BEDFORD. 


77 


into  *  dwelling-house,  which,  with  it*  addition*,  is 
now  occupied  by  Charles  R.  Sherman. 

By  nn  net  of  the  General  Court,  approved  by  tho 
Governor  Jan.  27,  1827,  Roger  Haskell,  William  W. 
Kempt  n,  Henry  P.  Willis,  David  Briggs,  Ebenezer 
Hathaway,  Frederick  Read,  Ivory  H.  Bartlett,  Joshua 
Barker,  Cornelius  S.  Burgeaa,  Joseph  Bourne,  and 
their  associates  and  successors,  were  incorporated 
into  a  society  by  the  name  of  the  North  Congrega- 
tional Church.  At  the  first  meeting,  June  8th,  Wil- 
liam W.  Kempton  was  elected  clerk ;  Joshua  Barker, 
Cornelius  8.  Burgess,  and  Haydon  Coggcshall,  trus- 
tees ;  and  David  Briggs,  treasurer  and  collector. 

The  distinctive  title  "Third,"  given  in  1807,  was 
not  needed  aRer  the  incorporation  of  Fairhaven  in 
1812,  and  it  is  probable  that  after  1817  the  epithet 
"North"  was  applied  by  way  of  distinction,  as  the 
meeting-house  was  north  of  the  old  meeting-house,  on 
the  site  of  Liberty  Hall. 

In  1830  it  was  evident  that  a  wider  field  of  useful- 
ness was  opening  for  the  church.  The  population  of 
the  town  was  increasing,  the  pews  were  all  occupied, 
and  a  meeting-house  seemed  to  be  needed  in  the  south 
part  of  the  village.  "  The  indications  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence say  to  us  emphatically,  'Strengthen  yourstakes 
and  lengthen  your  cords,'  "  are  the  words  of  those  in- 
terested in  a  new  place  of  worship.  In  1831  thesouth 
meeting-house  was  built,  and  on  the  16th  of  Novem- 
ber sixty  members  were  dismissed  to  be  organized 
into  a  church.  Thus  the  Trinitarian  Church  had  its 
origin. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  1836,  the  corporation  voted 
to  erect  a  new  house  of  worship.  Work  was  begun  in 
April,  the  old  house  moved  so  as  to  front  the  north, 
and  the  foundation  of  a  granite  structure  of  larger 
dimensions  laid.  An  address  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
Thomas  Robbins,  of  MatUpoisett,  at  the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone,  Friday  afternoon,  May  13th.  The  house 
was  built  according  to  a  plan  furnished  by  Mr.  Bond, 
architect,  of  Boston,  under  the  superintendence  of 
Mewre.  Taber,  West,  Sawyer,  and  Underwood,  mas- 
ter-masons, and  Obadiah  B.  Burgess,  carpenter.  It  is 
of  the  Gothic  order  of  architecture,  with  square  tower 
and  battlements,  and  is  sixty-eight  feet  front  by  ninety 
in  depth.  The  interior  was  finished  with  great  sim- 
plicity, without  gallery,  except  for  organ  and  choir. 
The  total  cost,  including  lot,  was  about  twenty-eight 
thousand  dollars.  It  was  dedicated  Thursday,  Dec. 
22,  1836.  An  audience  of  nearly  fifteen  hundred 
people  listened  to  a  highly  interesting  sermon  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Hawes,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  The  house  was 
first  occupied  Jan.  1, 1837.  The  wooden  building  in 
tho  rear,  subsequently  occupied  as  a  stable  by  James 
Thomas,  was  destroyed  by  fire  about  twenty-five 
years  ago. 

Rev.  Mr.  Holmes,  having  been  invited  to  become 
the  general  agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  re- 
quested the  church  to  grant  him  a  leave  of  absence 
for  five  years,  provided  an  associate  pastor  be  settled. 


The  church  granted  his  request  Feb.  21, 1839.    At  the 
expiration  of  Tour  years  he  returned,  but  found  the  , 
church  desirous  of  severing  the  relation  existing  be-  \ 
tween  them.    Accordingly,  he  was  dismissed  by  a 
council  March  16,  1843. 

During  his  ministry  more  than  five  hundred  were 
received  into  the  church.  Thero  were  several  seasons 
when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  descended  with  power, 
two  of  which  were  followed  by  largo  ingatherings 
into  the  church.  (In  1831  sixty-six  united  with  the 
church,  and  in  1834  ninety-two,  of  whom  thirty-four 
were  received  May  4th.)  He  was  instrumental  in  re- 
viving the  old  church  at  the  "Head  of  the  River" 
and  in  building  a  meeting-house  there. 
,  After  his  dismission  he  was  pastor  of  the  Pacific 
Church  nearly  six  years.  His  last  pastoral  work  was 
done  at  his  native  place,  South  Plymouth,  where  ho 
preached  six  years.  Five  weeks  after  he  laid  the 
harness  ofT,  his  summons  to  deport  came  from  his 
Master.  Ho  died  in  this  city,  at  the  residence  of 
Ivory  H.  Bartlett,  Nov.  27, 1866,  in  the  seventy-ninth 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  from  the  church 
where  he  had  preached  so  many  years. 

As  a  man,  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes  was  active,  untiring, 
enterprising,  commanding  in  appearance,  capable  of 
administration,  impatient  at  interference,  of  indomit- 
able energy,  "  which  the  bitterest  opposition  only  in- 
tensified;" as  a  preacher,  "of  acute  perception,  tena- 
cious of  his  theological  faith,  perspicuous  in  style, 
earnest  and  forcible  in  delivery,  effective  without  the 
grace  of  eloquence;"  as  a  pastor,  always  on  the  alert 
for  strangers,  that  he  might  bring  them  into  his  con- 
gregation, "  thorough,  kind,  affectionate,  sympathiz- 
ing." His  influence  was  felt  not  only  in  New  Bedford, 
but  also  in  the  Congregational  Churches  throughout 
Southeastern  Massachusetts. 

While  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes  was  absent,  Rev.  Thomas 
M.  Smith,  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  was  associate  pastor. 
He  was  installed  July  24, 1839,  Rev.  Leonard  Woods, 
D.D.,  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  preach- 
ing the  sermon.  After  three  years'  service  he  was 
dismissed,  Aug.  31,  1842,  on  account  of  troubles 
which  arose  a  few  months  previous.  An  extensive  1 
revival  prevailed,  but  he  objected  to  some  extraordi-  \ 
nary  means  adopted  for  its  promotion.  The  council 
called  to  dismiss  him  "  laid  the  trouble  at  the  door  of 
excitement  growing  out  of  evangelists'  introducing 
desire  for  extraordinary  measures,  female  speakers, 
etc.,  which  he  opposed,  but  did  consent  to  a  protracted 
meeting,  and  one  was  held  under  an  evangelist,  but 
trouble  grew  in  the  church."  Hasty,  inconsiderate, 
not  understanding  the  principles  and  modes  of  action 
in  case  of  grievance,  the  church  was  manifestly  in 
error  in  the  course  pursued.  With  bitterness  of 
sorrow  at  a  later  period  its  members  viewed  their 
action,  and  of  it  heartily  repented.  One  hundred 
and  four  were  added  to  the  church  during  his  min- 
istry, thirty-six  of  whom  were  received  May  1,  1842. 

Rev.  Mr.  Smith  was  subsequently  Professor  of  Tbe- 
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ology  at  Kenyon  College.  He  died  Sept.  6,  1864. 
He  an  a  pastor  "  of  amiable  disposition,  of  wise  and 
discreet  deportment,  of  sterling  talents,  aud  of  well- 
proportioned  ministerial  character." 

The  agitation  of  the  slavery  question  in  1843  was  a 
source  of  disturbance,  which  finally  resulted  in  the 
excommunication  of  one  of  the  deacons  and  another 
prominent  member.  The  need  of  moral  reform  was 
not  seen  and  felt.  Conservatism  characterized  the 
majority,  who  were  not  ready  to  follow  the  advance- 
guard,  because  the  enormity  of  the  sin  of  slavery  was 
not  comprehended.  A  resolution  and  a  vote  of  that 
period  show  the  attitude  or  the  church  upon  that 
question,  which  has  since  shaken  the  foundation  of 
our  government  and  drenched  the  land  "  in  fraternal 
blood,"— 

isf 

,  or  la 


I  da  »<*  think  It  «zp*lltnt  to  p*m  »»j  ™»- 

■  oa  til  6  Mbj«l  .if  Ml,..  I  v  " 

Mr.  Roberts.  Hitchcock  having  accepted  an  invi- 
tation to  assume  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  church, 
was  ordained  July  19,  1843.  His  father,  Rev.  C. 
Hitchcock,  D.D.,  of  Randolph,  preached  the  sermon. 

The  question  whether  the  pastor-elect  should  unite 
with  the  church  arose  during  the  session  of  the  couu- 
cil,  but  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Against  this  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Cod  man,  of  Dorchester,  and  ten  others  en- 
tered their  protest:  "That  in  their  opinion  It  is 
proper  that,  according  to  Congregational  principles, 
the  candidate  for  ordination  should  become  a  member 
of  the  church  over  which  he  is  to  be  ordained." 

It  was  during  bis  pastorate  that  twenty  members, 
feeling  aggrieved  at  the  action  of  the  church  in  rela- 
tion to  the  dismission  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Holmes,  requested  to  be  dismissed  to  form  a  church. 
The  request  was  not  granted,  but  a  "  Union  Church," 
so  called,  was  formed  in  Fairhaven.  In  the  midst  of 
the  serious  troubles  that  threatened  the  church  a 
mutual  council  was  called,  and  the  difficulties  peace- 
fully adjusted.  Nineteen  were  dismissed  Oct.  8,  1844, 
who  with  others  were  organized  into  the  Pacific. Con- 
gregational Church. 

'On  account  of  the  precarious  state  of  his  health, 
Rev.  Mr.  Hitchcock  tendered  his  resignation,  aud 
was  dismissed  Dec  9,  1846.  The  council  bore  testi- 
mony to  his  ability,  seal,  and  faithfulness,  and  ex- 
pressed their  high  appreciation  of  his  talents,  acquire- 
ments, and  piety.  He  has  been  for  several  years  at 
the  bead  of  the  Holliday&burg  Female  Seminary, 
Pennsylvania. 

Nearly  two  years  elapsed  before  another  pastor  was 
settled. '  On  the  16th  of  September,  1847,  Mr.  Aza- 
riah  Eldridge,  from  tbe  Diviuity  School,  Yale  College, 
was  ordained.  His  brother,  Rev.  Joseph  Eldridge, 
of  Norfolk,  Conn.,  preached  the  sermon.  In  the 
winter  of  1860-61  the  interior  of  the  meeting-honse 
was  remodeled  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  O.  J.  P. 


Brysnt,  architect,  of  Boston.  Side  galleries  and  new 
pews  were  put  in,  and  the  internal  appearance  greatly 
improved,  though  at  a  reduction  of  pews  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty-four  to  one  hundred  and  eight  on 
the  floor  of  the  audience- room.  The  expense  of 
alteration  was  about  six  thousand  dollars.  The  re- 
dedication  took  place  March  13,  1851,  when  Rev. 
Dr.  Edward  N.  Kirk,  of  Boston,  delivered  a  sermon 
of  great  power. 

In  1862  the  pastor  was  invited  to  take  charge  of  the 
Clinton  Street  Church,  Philadelphia.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  urgency  of  the  call  and  the  earnest  words  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Albert  Barnes,  who  appeared  in  behalf  of 
the  Philadelphia  Church,  tbe  council  convened  Jan. 
6,  1863,  did  not  feel  "  prepared  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibility of  dissolving  the  peaceful  and  prosperous  re- 
lation existing  between  church  and  pastor." 

Three  years  later,  however,  the  impaired  condition 
of  his  bodily  health  and  the  pluns  of  study  abroad 
which  he  had  foudly  cherished  induced  him  to  re- 
sign. He  was  dismissed  April  22,  1856.  During  his 
ministry  ninety-one  were  added  to  the  church.  He 
was  a  faithful  and  efficient  minister,  winning  the  con- 
fidence of  his  people,  by  whom  his  removal  was 
deeply  regretted. 

After  he  left  he  visited  Euro|w,  traveling  and  study- 
ing. On  his  return  he  was  settled  over  a  church  in 
Detroit,  Mich.  During  a  second  visit  to  Euro|>e  he 
was  for  a  lime  chaplain  of  the  American  Protectant 
Chapel  at  Paris.    He  now  resides  at  Yarmouth. 

His  successor,  Rev.  Henry  W.  Parker,  nf  Brooklvn, 
N.  Y.,  was  installed  Aug.  8,  1850.  The  sermon  was 
by  Rev.  Roswell  D.  Hitchcock,  D.D.,  Professor  of 
Ecclesiastical  History,  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
New  York. 

The  stone  chnpel  adjoining  the  meeting-house  on 
the  south  wjts  built  in  1857,  at  a  cost  of  about  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  During  the  winter  of 
1857-58  an  extensive  and  powerful  revival  occurred. 
It  began  to  develop  in  a  union  prayer-meeting  es- 
tablished through  the  instrumentality  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Parker,  and  as  u  result  there  were  added  to  his  church 
in  one  day,  May  2d,— memorable  in  the  history  of  the 
church, — seventy-seven  persons  on  professon  of  their 
faith.  There  were  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  ac- 
cessions during  his  seven  years'  pastorate.  This  in- 
crease of  membership  rendered  his  duties  more 
arduous,  but  he  discharged  them  will)  fidelity,  though 
with  health  impaired.  He  was  dismissed  July  27, 
1863.  He  is  now  Professor  of  Natural  History  at 
Orinnell  College,  Iowa. 

The  call  of  the  next  pastor,  Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint, 
D.D.,  is  sadly  suggestive,  not  of  strife  and  division  and 
spiritual  decline  in  the  church,  but  of  that  fearful 
national  conflict  which  well-nigh  dismembered  the 
Union.  Chaplain  Quint  accepted  his  cull  by  letter 
dated  "Camp  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  April  20,  1864." 
,  In  that  letter  he  says, "  It  is  a  greater  sacrifice  for  me 
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to  leave  these  men  and  such  scene*  which  they  must 
pass  through  than  it  was  to  leave  a  beloved  home  and 
a  dear  church  at  our  country's  call.  I  cannot,  indeed, 
leave  until  my  term  of  service  ends;  and  if  then  the 
regiment  should  be  engaged  in  active  service,  I  must 
reserve  the  right  to  remain  with  it  a  reasonable 


A  suggestion  of  the  letter  was  at  once  acted  upon 
and  the  treasurer  raised  by  subscription  nine  thou- 
sand dollars,  thus  promptly  canceling  the  debt  of 
the  church  and  corporation. 

Rev.  Dr.  Quint  was  installed  July  21,  1864.  The 
installation  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  A.  L. 
8tone,  D.D.,  of  Boston.  His  ministry  continued 
eleven  years,  terminating  June  10,  1876,  though 
his  membership  still  continues.  His  ministry  was 
popular,  and  the  church  received  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  members. 

From  1855  to  1801  he  was  a  member  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Board  of  Education  ;  has  devoted  much1 
time  to  local  history  and  genealogy,  has  been  ftj 
member  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  is, 
a  member  of  the  New  England  Historic-Gcnealog-' 
ical  Society,  and  a  corresponding  member  of  the 
New  Hampshire  and  New  York  Historical  Societies; 
has  published  two  volumes  pcrtaiuing  to  the  Rebel- 
lion, has  been  chaplain-in-chief  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  has  held  high  official  appointments 
in  his  denomination,  and  has  made  Congregational 
polity  and  ecclesiastical  law  subjects  of  special  study. 
In  18(56  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
from  his  Alma  Mater,  Dartmouth  College.  He  resides 
at  Dover,  N.  EL,  and  has  recently  represented  that 
city  in  the  legislature. 

The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Albert  H.  Heath,  was 
installed  Oct.  19,  1876.  The  sermon  was  by  Rev. 
A.  J.  F.  Bebrend*,  D.D.,  of  Providence,  R.  L  In 
1878  the  galleries  were  fitted  with  square  pews  and 
furnished  with  chairs,  and  a  new  organ  was  placed 
in  the  church  at  a  cost  of  about  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars. In  1881  a  new  pulpit  was  built.  The  church 
hns  flourished  under  his  ministrations,  and  up  to 
1883  had  received  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  mem- 
bers, ninety-five  of  whom  were  admitted  from  the 
Pacific  Church  after  it  disbanded  in  1878.  The  pres- 
ent membership  is  four  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

In  1857  the  semi-centennial  of  the  church,  and  in 
1882  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary,  were  celebrated 
with  interesting  and  appropriate  exercises.  A  series 
of  historical  sermons,  growing  out  of  the  latter,  is 
nearly  completed. 

Rev.  Mr.  Heath  is  a  graduate  of  Bates  College, 
1867.  He  was  formerly  a  Free-Will  Baptist,  but 
while  preaching  at  the  Roger  Williams  Church, 
Providence,  embraced  the  doctrinal  viows  of  the 
Trinitarian  Conjrregationalisto. 

The  following  ministers,  other  than  pastors,  have 
bern  connected  ♦v'th  t,,e  church  or  8unday-school : 
FrteiriiQp  /fo«*,lu"''  1818,  ordained  in  Hanson  Oct. 


25,  1826 ;  Augustus  B.  Reed,  1826 ;  Thomas  Bailey, 
1827;  Clark  Ooniish,  1820;  William  H.Sanford,  1831; 
Henry  W.  Lee,  1835,  Episcopalian,  and  at  one  time 
Bishop  of  Iowa  ;  Pardon  Q.  Seabury,  1836,  pastor  at 
the  "  Head  of  the  River,"  1830-33 ;  William  H.  8tur- 
tevant,  1840,  Tiverton  Four  Corners,  R.  I. ;  Andrew 
Mackie,  Episcopalian,  dean  of  Northern  Indiana  at 
the  time  of  his  death  in  Laporte  in  1878;  John  Cot- 
ton Smith,  son  of  Rev.  Thomas  M.,  Bowdoin  College, 
1847,  Episcopalian,  Doctor  of  Divinity,  a  strong  and 
effective  preacher,  a  fluent  and  eloquent  orator,  an 
author  of  reputation,  died  Jan.  9,  1882:  James  F. 
Siason,  1851,  Methodist;  James  R  Bourne,  1864,  pas- 
tor in  Sharon,  Conn.;  William  H.  Dowden,  pastor  at 
North  Easton ;  John  C.  Staples,  1857,  pastor  at  South 
Deerfield ;  Ellis  Mendcll,  1870,  pastor  in  Norwood ; 
Rufus  B.  Tobey,  1870,  recently  pastor  in  Harwich ; 
Daniel  C.  Burt,  1872,  pastor  at  the  "  Head  of  the 
River,"  1833-67,  now  clerk  of  the  church  ;  Henry  M. 
Dexter,  D.D.,  1873,  editor  of  the  Oongregationalut ; 
William  C.  Stiles,  1880,  pastor  or  the  East  Congrega- 
tional Church,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Dkacons. — Joshua  Barker,  May  11,  1809,  to  Nov. 
15,  1831  ;  dismissed. 

Cornelius  S.  Burgess,  May  11,1809;  removed,  and 
died  in  Middleborough  Nov.  23,  1859. 

William  W.  Kempton,  Nov.  26,  1831,  to  May  4, 
1834;  died. 

William  Little,  Nov.  26,  1831,  to  June  25,  1868; 
died. 

John  F.  Emerson,  Nov.  26,  1831,  to  Feb.  2, 1846; 


Andrew  Mackie,  June  3,  1834,  to  May  2,  1871; 

died. 

Sidney  Underwood,  June  3,  1834,  to  March  81, 
1842;  dismissed. 

Thomas  Nickcrson,  June  3,  1834;  declined. 

Henry  P.  Willis,  June  8,  1834;  declined. 

David  Briggs,  June  29, 1834,  to  Sept  6,  1841  (  died. 

John  Bryant,  June  29,  1834,  to  June  2, 1879 ;  died. 

Tristram  R.  Dennison,  Dec.  24,  1861,  to  July  14, 
1858;  resigned  (city  missionary  since  1853). 

Edward  8.  Cannon,  July  21,  1868. 

Zachariah  Sturtevant,  May  3,  1867. 

John  Hastings,  May  8,  1867. 

Edward  Haskell,  May  8,  1867,  to  Dec.  11,  1882; 
died. 

Thatcher  C.  Hatch,  Jan.  6,  1872. 

William  F.  Butler,  Jan.  16,  1880. 

The  Trinitarian  Church.1— Fiay-one  years  have 
pawd  since  a  band  of  earnest  Christian  workers 
withdrew  from  the  mother-church,  the  North  Congre- 
gational, and  formed  the  nucleus  of  this  organization. 

The  reasons  for  the  withdrawal  of  this  church  from 
the  North  Congregational  cannot  be  better  stated 
than  by  the  following  letter,  dated  Nov.  17, 1830 : 

-  II  m»*t  l»  porfoctlj  appar*nt  lo  mrj  ..faaarror  or  ta.  North  Cbi>. 
■  ad  Society,  and  Iho  rapldlr  In 

>  Bjr  111  at  Kama  J.  A.M./. 
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of  thto  towa,  that  lb*  Udi  baa  roily  eon  whan  anolhar  hooaa  of  wor- 
tlilp  iboald  ba  araclad  and  another  eoogra(aUoo  collaelail.  Our  praaanl 
placa  of  worahlp  to  all  oeeoplad,  and  mora  pawa  would  ba  takao  If  iL-jr 
war*  la  ba  bad.  Unoar  Ibaaa  olreuBiataooaa  wa  canBOt  ba  mora  fcvora- 
blr  alraalad  for  aacb  an  aflbrl  lhaa  w.  bow  ara.  Il  toalao  awralla  oar- 
Uln  If  «•  do  no.  opan  ar»tbar  pi—  of  worablp  aocaa  otbar  paraon. 
.Ill,  an  J  wa  hava  -nob  rwo.  to  faar  II  would  U  aoob  aa  dlsar  wtdalj 
from  what  w*  baUsv.  to  ba  Ik*  Caltb  of  tba  aoaoal.  Tl.a  IndloaUooa  of 


"If  wa  ar*  doaf  to  tba  voloa of  that  Ood  who  baa  donaao  modi  fcr 
u.  tbar*  la  reaaon  to  apprehend  that  wa  •ball  not  ootj  naf  laei  aa  oppor- 
tualtr  to  do  food,  bat  wa  aball  «lvu  etbara  as  opportuultj  to  do  that 
whleh  will  do  on  mucb  evil,  and  eepadally  tba  oaoaa  of  evanfallcal 
truth.  Wa  ara  eenaiu «  that  Iba  work  bafor*  aa  will  oall  fur  aacrtncea, 
bot  wa  have  boao  toa(fcl  In  raara  that  ha<ra  foaa '  that  tbara  It  that  acat- 
laralh  and  /at  iBcraaaelh.' " 

Not.  18, 1881,  an  Ecclesiastical  Council  met  at  the 
North  Congregational  Church  for  the  purpose  of  or- 
ganizing a  new  society. 
The  council  consisted  of  eight  clergymen,  among 
Keys.  Oliver  Cobb,  Pardon  Q.  8eabury, 


Fifty-nine  persons  entered  their  Dames  as  members 
of  the  new  church.   They  are  as  follows : 
John  C.  Almy.  Hannah  Gibbs. 

Sylvia  Almy.  Louisa  F.  Gibbs. 

Fbineas  Burgess.  Joshua  E.  Gage. 

Betsey  Burgess.  Julian  A.  Gage, 

Simeon  Bailey.  Nancy  B.  Hawes. 

Ellen  J.  Bailey.  Nathaniel  Hathaway. 

Eliza  Billings.  Lucy  Hathaway. 

William  Bain.  Nancy  Howland. 

Joshua  Barker.  Alfred  Kendriclc. 

Aurelia  Barker.  Abigail  Kendrick. 

Clarissa  Barker.  Abbie  H .  Kendrick. 

Pensa  Barker.  Henry  C.  Hendrick. 

Eugenia  Barker.  Almira  Keith. 

David  Briggs.  Phnsbe  McKenzie. 

Anna  Briggs.  Nancy  McKenzie. 

Hannah  Chaddock.  Richard  A.  Palmer. 

James  Carver.  Avis  Palmer. 

Eliza  Carver.  Frederick  Read. 

8usan  Carver.  Sarah  Read. 

Charles  Coggeahall.  Thomas  Remington. 

Avis  Coggeshall.  Charles  P.  Sherman. 

Henrietta  Cole.  Benj.  Thompson,  J r. 

Benjamin  Clark.  Eliza  Tobey. 

Ann  J.  Clark.  Caroline  Tobey. 

Adeline  Crowell.  Mary  Taylor. 

Hope  Doane.  Harriet  Taber. 

Barah  P.  Dunbar.  Marsena  Washburn. 

Elizabeth  Freeman.  Samuel  Whitby. 

Robert  Gibbs.  Avis  Whitby. 

Ann  B.  Gibba. 

To  these  Rev.  Mr.  Robbins  presented  the  confession 
of  faith  and  covenant.  They  were  then  addressed  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Cobb.  Deacon  Daniel  Perry  presented  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  after  which  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per was  administered. 

Of  these  fifty-nine  original  members  but  five  are 
now  (1881)  known  to  be  living,— Mrs.  Avis  R.  Palmer, 


now  residing  in  New  York  City ;  Mr.  Phineas  Bur- 
gess, the  architect  and  builder  of  this  edifice,  now  a 
resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Mrs,  Eliza  (Tobey) 
Evans,  now  living  in  Assonet;  Mrs.  Caroline  (Tobey) 
Sanford,  of  Philadelphia ;  and  Mrs.  Ellen  J.  Bailey, 
who  resides  in  this  city,  and  is  still  an  esteemed  mem- 
ber of  this  church.  We  remember  with  gratitude 
her  years  of  faithful  service.  Long  may  she  bo 
spared  as  a  golden  link  binding  the  old  and  new  to- 
gether. 

goon  after  the  organization  four  deacons  were 
elected.  Their  names  were  Joshua  Barker,  Frederick 
Read,  Charles  Coggeshall,  and  8imeon  Bailey. 

For  several  months,  while  a  new  church  edifice 
was  being  erected,  the  meetings  of  the  society  were 
held  at  the  houses  of  its  members,  principally  those 
of  Charles  Coggeshall  and  Joshua  Barker.  The  first 
meeting  was  held  Nov.  17,  1881,  at  the  house  of  Dea- 
con  Charles  Coggeshall. 

The  church  building  was  completed  and  dedicated 
May  16,  1832.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  James  Aus- 
tin Roberts.  He  supplied  the  pulpit  from  May  2ti 
until  Nov.  14,  1882,  when  he  was  installed.  His  sal- 
ary was  fixed  at  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
Mr.  Roberts  was  born  at  Trowbridge,  Wiltshire,  Eng- 
land, May  2,  1795.  April  5, 1843,  he  asked,  and  was 
granted,  a  leave  of  absence  for  one  year  to  visit  Eng- 
land. During  his  absence,  Rev.  Mr.  Dyer,  of  Fulton- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  supplied  the  pulpit  In  July,  1844,  Mr. 
Roberts  wrote  from  London  asking  his  dismission. 
It  was  granted,  but  with  many  expressions  of  regret 
from  the  society  to  which  he  had  endeared  himself  by 
his  consistent  life  and  faithful  pastorate.  He  after- 
wards returned  to  America,  and  lived  and  died  in 
Berkley,  Mass. 

Feb.  10,  1844,  while  the  pastor  was  in  England, 
the  edifice  was  seriously  injured  by  fire.  The  first 
church  to  throw  o|K>n  its  doors  was  the  Unitarian. 
Their  kind  offer  was  accepted,  and  it  was  decided  to 
discontinue  the  Sunday-school  nud  hold  the  Sabbath 
afternoon  service  in  the  Unitarian  Church.  William 
8treel  Baptist  Church  also  generously  offered  their 
house  of  worship.  Subsequently  the  North  Congre- 
gational Society,  having  granted  a  leave  of  absence  to 
tli*  n-  pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  invited  the  Trini- 
tarian Society  to  unite  with  them,  and  requested  that 
Rev.  Mr.  Dyer  supply  the  pulpit  during  the  absence 
of  their  pastor.  This  arrangement  was  finally  con- 
summated. 

During  the  fall  of  1844  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by 
Rev.  J.  H.  Towiie,  of  Boston,  who  declined  to  become 
a  settled  i 


Jan.  S,  ISaft.  "By  twquatl  tba  cborvk  aad  ouBfrafaifou  remained 
after  eervlcea  Is  tba  afternoon  to  ascertain  tltalr  wlaboa  In  rag  ant  tu  the 
church  siv'BI  Rav.  George  I-  Pre«itlee,of  Portland,  Hlt.au  Initiation 
to  baooma  paetor  of  Uialr  church.  Tba  qaaalloo  baring  beau  put  and  a 
requeet  mada  that  all  aha  wara  Is  favor  of  tba  church  glvlug  aald  In- 
vitation abouU  rlaa,  II  appaarad  that  •«  bad  rieeo,  and  that  Ihora  »,„ 
bit  oaa  Bind  both  Is  Iba  churvb  and  congregation  Id  f 
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A  call  m<x  immediately  (Jan.  6,  1845)  extended  to 
Rev.  George  L.  Prentiss,  of  Portland,  Mo.  His  salary 
was  fixed  "nt  twelve  hundred  dollar*  the  first  year, 
fourteen  hundred  dollars  tho  second,  and  sixteen 
hundred  dollars  the  third  year,  and  that  the  latter- 
named  sum  be  the  salary  after  that  time."  It  was 
also  voted  to  allow  him  an  annual  vacation  of  six 
weeks.  March  4th  a  meeting  of  the  male  members 
of  the  church  was  called  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  ordination  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  who  had  accepted  the 
call  so  unanimously  extended  to  him.  The  installation 
took  place  April  9th.  lie  remained  pastor  of  the 
church  until  Sept.  30,  1850.  The  years  of  his  pas- 
torate were  those  of  great  prosperity  to  the  society. 
Fifty-five  new  members  were  added,  and  the  utmost 
harmony  prevailed  between  pastor  and  people. 

Oct  15, 1850,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Wheelock 
Craig,  of  Newcastle,  Me.,  and  he  was  installed  Dec. 
4,  1860.  His  salary  was  placed  at  twelve  hundred 
dollars,  with  a  vacation  of  three  weeks.  He  remained 
with  the  church  eighteen  years,  during  which  time 
two  hundred  and  five  persons  were  added  to  the 
church  membership.  Many  of  these  joined  during 
the  great  religious  awakening  of  1857-69.  For  many 
months  during  this  revival  daily  union  prayer-meet- 
ings were  held  in  this  church,  over  which  Mr.  Craig 
personally  presided.  In  the  midst  of  this  interest,  in 
1858,  he  was  invited  to  the  professorship  of  modern 
langunges  at  Bowdoin  College,  but  he  preferred  to 
remain  in  his  pastorate,  where  he  was  respected  and) 
beloved  not  only  by  his  own  society,  but  by  the  com-! 
munity  at  large. 

In  18G6  the  church  was  again  injured  by  fire. 
While  it  was  being  repaired  services  were  held  in 
Pierian  Hall. 

In  18C8,  Mr.  Craig's  health  began  to  fail,  and  his 
church  granted  him  a  leave  of  absence  for  four 
months,  his  salary  to  be  continued,  and  his  pulpit 
supplied  during  his  absence  by  his  brother,  Rev. 
Henry  Craig.  He  sailed  from  Ne'w  York  May  23, 
1868,  landing  in  Ireland.  He  traveled  through  maiy 
countries  of  Europe.  Ilia  health  appeared  to  improve 
until  his  arrival  in  Italy.  Finding  his  strength  fail- 
ing he  hastened  back  to  Switzerland  for  the  winter, 
but  after  several  weeks  of  rapid  decline  he  died  dt 
Neufchate),  Switzerland,  Nov.  28,  1868.  The  last 
words  of  Scripture  that  he  spoke  were,  "  There  shall 
bo  no  night  there,  but  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst 
of  the  throne  shall  be  their  light,"  His  remains  were 
brought  to  this  city,  and  his  funeral  services  were  held 
at  his  own  church  Dec.  24, 1868.  His  funeral  sermon 
was  preached  by  Rev.  Dr.  Weld,  of  Boston,  from 
Psalms  xii.  1,  "  Help,  Lord,  for  the  godly  man  ceaseth,  j 
for  the  faithful  fail  from  among  the  children  of  men." 

Feb.  12,  1870,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Cassius 
M.  Terry,  of  New  York  City,  to  become  pastor  of 
tho  church.  This  call  was  accepted  Feb.  16,  1870, 
and  he  commenced  his  labors  in  June,  but  his  instal- 
lation did  not  Uke  place  until  Nov.  3,  1871.  During 
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the  fall  of  1871  his  health  began  to  fail,  and  his 
church  was  grieved  but  not  surprised  when,  Feb.  26, 
1872,  ho  wrote  a  letter  asking  his  dismissal.  His 
resignation  was  accepted  March  1,  1872.  During 
his  connection  with  the  church  he  had  received  forty 
persons  to  membership,  which  is  the  highest  percent- 
age per  annum  received  by  any  pastor  during  the  his- 
tory of  the  church.  He  afterwards  removed  to  Min- 
neapolis, Minn.,  but  change  of  climate  failed  to 
eradicate  the  seeds  of  disease  sown  by  the  east  winds, 
and  he  died  of  consumption  Aug.  18,  1881.  His 
memory  is  cherished  with  the  utmost  respect  and 
afTerlion  by  this  people. 

After  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Terry  in  March  the 
church  was  supplied  until  October  very  acceptably 
by  Rev.  Dr.  L.  T.  Townsend,  of  Boston. 

At  a  meeting  held  Oct.  21,  1872,  it  was  voted  to 
extend  a  call  to 'Rev.  Matthew  C.  Julien,  of  New 
York,  with  a  salary  of  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  It  was  accepted,  and  the  installation  took 
place  Dec.  11, 1872. 

Mr.  Julien  found  the  church  burdened  with  a  debt 
of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars.  This  he  im- 
mediately took  measures  to  liquidate.  He  called  a 
meeting  of  the  church  and  society,  and  a  sum  more 
than  sufficient  to  cover  the  amount  was  raised  at  once. 
Since  that  time  no  debt  has  been  allowed  to  accumu- 
late. At  the  beginning  of  each  year  estimates  deemed 
sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year 
have  been  made,  and  the  records  show  thut  in  no  case 
have  they  been  exceeded. 

His  next  eflbrt  was  to  reorganize  the  Bible  school 
on  a  new  basis.  In  this  he  was  eminently  successful, 
as  is  abundantly  proven  by  the  prosperous  condition 
of  tho  school  to-day.  It  has  an  average  attendance 
of  upwards  of  two  hundred  pupils,  and  were  our  ac- 
commodations suitable  we  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  membership  would  be  greatly  increased. 

Extensive  repairs  and  alterations  were  made  in  the 
church  edifice  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1879. 
The  organ  was  taken  from  the  rear  gallery  and  placed 
in  front  of  the  audience,  and  the  interior  of  the  church 
was  tastefully  frescoed  and  refurnished.  It  was  re- 
dedicated  Dec.  11,  1869,  with  interesting  and  appro- 
priate exercises.  Addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Duryea,  of  the  Central  Congregational  Church,  fios- 
ton,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Heath,  of  New  Bedford.  The 
music  was  furnished  by  the  New  Bedford  Choral 
Association. 

It  may  be  well  here  to  mention  certain  legacies  that 
have  been  bestowed  by  members  of  the  church  now 
deceased.  Tho  silver  communion  service  was  the 
gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Gibbe.  It  consists  of  a 
tankard,  two  plates,  and  four  cups.  Mr.  Ivory  H. 
Bartlett,  Jr.,  donated  in  bis  will  five  hundred  dollars 
to  the  Bible  school. 

The  deAcons  who  have  served  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  church,  including  those  previously  men- 
tioned, are  as  follows :  Joshua  Barker,  Si  m  can  Bailey, 
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Frederick  Read,  Charles  Coggeshall,  Reuben  Nye, 
Oitbert  Richmond,  Joseph  Goodspeed,  Augustus  P. 
Hamlin,  Allen  Crowell,  William  G.  Edward*,  Eira 
B.  Chase,  Eban  Nye,  Iaaac  C.  Sherman,  William  0. 
Woodman,  Fred.  A.  Washburn,  Isaac  N.  Barrows. 

Among  those  who  were  conspicuous  in  the  earlier 
history  of  the  church  not  only  for  their  loyalty  but 
alao  for  the  public  value  or  the  service  they  rendered, 
some  of  whom  have  already  been  referred  to,  may  be 
mentioned  the  names  of  Mr.  and  Mr.  Robert  Oibbs, 
Mrs.  Alfred  Kendrick,  Pensa  Barker,  Clarissa  Barker, 
Eliza  Tobey,  Dr.  Alexander  Read,  John  A.  Kasson, 
Jonathan  Fuasell,  Marsena  Washburn,  Caroline  To- 
bey, Iaaac  D.  Hall,  Deacon  Joshua  Barker,  Deacon 
Simeon  Bailey,  and  Deacon  and  Mrs.  Reuben  Nye. 

Mr.  Jullen  has  now  been  pustor  of  this  church  ten 
years.  He  labors  with  this  people  with  great  faith- 
fulness and  acceptance,  and  fearlessly  preaches  what 
he  considers  the  truth  of  Qod.  The  perfect  harmony 
which  to-day  prevails  throughout  this  church  and  so- 
ciety, is  largely  due  to  his  influence. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  was  organized  June  30, 
1813,  with  the  following  members:  John  Brown, 
Elizabeth  Coggeshall,  Emily  Brown,  Susan  Macom- 
ber,  Alles  Tobey,  James  Tripp,  Susan  Tripp,  John  [ 
Wrightington,  Philip  Cannon,  Jr.,  Deborah  Potter, 
Nancy  Hitch,  Pamelia  Stowell,  Catharine  Martin,  ■ 
Perivilla  Lowdon,  Mercy  Andrews,  Elizabeth  Tuell, 
Phebe  Cannon,  Hannah  Covell,  Sally  Greene,  Catha- 
rine Tallman,  John  Pickens,  Dolly  Wilcox,  and 
Huldah  Thomas. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  George  H. 
Hough,  from  April,  1814,  to  January,  1815.  His  suc- 
cessors have  been  as  follows :  Revs. Silas  Hall,  1817-19; 
James  Barnaby,  1819-23;  Isaac  Chase,  1823-24;  Fran- 
•  cis  Way  land,  supply ;  Daniel  Curtis,  1826-26 ;  Gideon 
B.  Perry,  1827-30;  S.  P.  Hill,  John  E.  Weston,  and 
S.  Lovell,  supplies;  Asa  Branson,  1831-88;  John  0. 
Choules,  1833-38;  M.  M.  Dean,  G.  J.  Carlton,  sup- 
plies ;  Henry  Jackson,  1838-45 ;  Rufu*  Babcock,  D.D., 
1846-30;  John  Girdwood,  1850-65;  George  8.  Chase, 
aupply ;  D.  D.  Winn,  1866-79 ;  H.  K.  Pervear,  1880, 

The  church  first  worshiped  in  a  hall  on  Second 
Street  near  Mill.  Upon  the  division  of  the  town  the 
old  town-house  at  the  Head  of  the  River  was  purchased 
by  the  society  and  removed  to  the  corner  of  South 
Second  and  School  Streets,  and  was  dedicated  July  3, 
1817.  This  was  occupied  until  Oct.  29,  1829,  when 
their  present  church  edifice  was  dedicated.  This  was 
enlarged  in  1833,  the  interior  changed  in  1841.  It 
was  repaired  in  1856  and  again  iu  1879,  when  exten- 
sive alterations  and  repairs  were  made.  The  present 
membership  is  two  hundred  and  flay. 

The  North  Baptist  Church1  was  organized  Nov. 
18, 1873.  The  corner-stone  of  the  church  edifice  was 
laid  the  following  spring,  the  religious  part  of  the 
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exercises  being  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Fulton,  D.D., 
then  of  Boston.  At  the  formal  opening  of  the  house 
the  dedicatory  sermon  wss  preached  by  Rev.  George 
C.  Larimer,  D.D.,  then  of  Boston.  Rev.  O.  E.  Cox 
was  the  first  pastor,  and  retained  the  position  about 
two  years.  His  successor  was  Rev.  Charles  A.  Snow, 
who  continued  in  the  pastorate  six  years.  The  pres- 
ent incumbent  became  the  third  pastor  of  the  church 
Oct.  1, 1881 .  There  have  been  two  baptisms  and  sev- 
eral additions  by  letter  during  the  past  year.  The 
present  membership  is  one  hundred  and  tweuty-five. 

The  church  is  officered  ss  follows:  Pastor,  Rev. 
Charles  F.  Nicholson ;  Deacons,  Luther  G.  Hewins, 
Thomas  Pope,  Annibald  Dalrymple;  Clerk,  Luther 
G.  Hewins,  Jr. ;  Sexton,  Samuel  T.  Eldridge. 

Most  of  the  original  constituent  members  (about 
thirty)  withdrew  from  the  William  Street  Baptist 
Church  of  this  city  for  the  express  purpose  of  starting 
a  now  church  interest,  which  was  felt  to  be  a  great 
and  immediate  necessity,  in  the  north  part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Augustus  Green,  of  the  William  Street  Baptist 
Church  of  this  city,  has  from  the  first  been  an  ardent 
advocate  and  generous  contributor  to  the  North  Bap- 
tist Church  enterprise.  He  has  given  to  this  object, 
all  told,  about  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

An  important  auxiliary  of  the  church  is  an  inter- 
esting Sunday-school  of  about  two  hundred  members, 
which  is  earnestly  at  work  studying  and  teaching  the 
word  of  God. 

There  is  a  pleasant  parsonage  adjacent  to  the  church 
edifice  on  County  Street. 

The  8econd  Baptist  Church  was  organized  Jan. 
22,  1845,  and  in  the  same  year  their  first  house  of 
worship  wsa  dedicated.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev. 
Thomas  U.  Allen.  Among  others  of  the  early  min- 
isters were  Edmund  Kelley,  Elder  Jackson,  C.  Bray, 
Richard  Vaughn,  P.  Bowler,  T.  P.  Valentine,  and 
C.  Woodward. 

Salem  Baptist  Church.—  This  church  was  organ- 
ized Dec.  7,  1858.  It  was  composed  of  ninety-live 
persons,  who,  with  their  pastor,  Rev.  William  Jack- 
sou,  withdrew  from  the  Second  Baptist  Church. 
Among  the  original  members  of  the  church  were 
William  Bush,  Scipio  Blackwell,  Peter  Nelson,  John 
C.  Dunlap,  Edwin  Lewis,  and  Anthony  G.  Jour- 
dain,  Jr.  The  pastor,  Kev.  William  Jackson,  was 
born  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  Aug.  16,  1818.  The  house  of 
worship  occupied  by  the  society  is  on  North  Sixth 
Street,  and  was  formerly  known  as  the  Centre  Chapel. 
The  church  has  had  but  two  pastors,  Rev.  William 
Jackson,  from  1858  to  1869,  and  Rev.  J.  H.  Lee,  from 
1869  to  the  present  time. 

The  Fourth  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.' 
—Every  branch  of  the  Christian  Church  worthy  of  an 
existence  deserves  to  have  its  history  recorded  for  the 
benefit  of  succeeding  generations,  and  for  its  own 
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This  church  was  built  in  1831,  and  dedicated  in 
February,  18.12.  At  thin  timo  it  formed  a  branch  of 
the  Elm  Street  (now  the  County  Street)  Society. 
During  1831  and  1832,  Rev.  Ana  Kent  officiated,  j 
and  at  the  Conference  of  1832,  A.  D.  Sargeant  and 
Daniel  Webb  were  appointed  to  serve  both  charge*. 

In  1833,  by  mutual  consent,  they  separated,  and 
Fourth  Street  became  a  separate  and  distinct  church 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  A.  U.  Swinerton,  who  re- 
mained two  years. 

Only  three  of  the  original  Acushnet  members  came 
from  Elm  Street  to  Fourth  Street,  viz.:  Z.  Cushman, 
B.  K.  Sayer,  and  Bloomy  Holmes;  the  laat  is  still 
living. 

Rev.  Swinerton  was  greatly  prospered,  receiving 
forty-seven  into  the  church  by  profession,  and  twenty- 
nine  by  letter.  During  his  pastorate  the  church  was 
financially  embarrassed  for  years  with  a  debt  of  six 
thousand  dollars. 

In  1835,  Rev.  Sanford  Benton  was  appointed  to  this 
church,  and  labored  successfully  for  one  year,  when 
he  was  removed  at  his  own  request. 

In  1836,  Rev.  Thin.  Crandall  was  stationed  here, 
and  remained  two  years.  While  here  he  distinguished 
himself  in  a  controversy  with  Rev.  Mr.  Morgrige  on 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  in  the  public  press. 

In  1838,  Rev.  W.  Emerson  served  this  church. 

The  records  of  this  pastorate  are  wanting. 

Rev.  Daniel  Webb  wan  appointed  to  this  charge  in 
1839.    He  remained  but  one  year. 

In  1840,  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell  supplied  this  church. 
A  very  interesting  revival  of  religion  attended  his 
labors.  He  was  removed  at  the  end  of  his  first  year, 
and  afterwards  became  what  was  then  called  a  "Mil- 
lcritc." 

In  1841,  Rev.  George  Pool  was  appointed,  but  re- 
mained only  one  year,  when  he  was  appointed  prin- 
cipal of  the  E.  Greenwich  Academy.  He  was  very 
popular  with  the  church,  and  they  regretted  his  re- 
moval. A  general  religious  interest  prevailed  during 
his  short  pastorate,  and  his  removal  was  considered 
detrimental  to  the  prosperity  of  this  church. 

In  1842,  Rev.  Mr.  8winerton  was  reappointed  to 
this  charge,  and  remained  two  years,— a  fact  which 
showed  the  high  estimate  in  which  this  church  held 
this  worthy  man.    He  raised  for  missions  $57.70. 

Rev.  Isaac  House  was  sent  here  in  1844.  lie  was 
eloquent  and  popular,  drawing  large  audiences.  Ho 
became  sick  in  the  fall  of  this  year(  and  died  July  7, 
1847. 

Rev.  Daniel  Webb  supplied  the  balance  of  the 
year. 

In  1840,  Rev.  P.  Townsend  became  pastor.  He 
died  in  April,  1877,  at  his  home  in  Cochesott,  Mass. 

In  1847,  Rev.  Daniel  Fllmoro  became  pastor,  and 
served  with  great  acceptance. 

In  1840,  RflV.  W.  H.  Richards  came  to  serve  this 
•ocieir     iVJlH*  P<wt°r  here  his  wife  died. 
h  I860   I**v'  M-  CI,M*  wa*  appointed  pastor,  and 


his  ministry  was  very  successful,  adding  a  large  num- 
ber to  the  church.  At  the  end  of  this  year  be  reported 
two  hundred  and  ten  members  and  sixty-two  proba- 
tioner*. The  next  year  he  reported  two  hundred  and 
sixty  seven  members  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
probationers.  At  the  close  of  this  year  he,  with  others, 
bought  the  Allen  Street  Church,  and  formed  a  new 
society  with  members  from  the  Fourth  Street  Society. 
The  above  figures  include  those  that  went  to  found 
the  Allen  Street  Society.  This  move  was  afterwards 
much  regretted,  owing  to  the  weakening  of  the  mother- 
church  by  it. 

In  1862,  Rev.  Richard  Livesey  became  pastor. 
This  year  thirty-five  removed  by  letter  to  Allen 
Street,  which,  with  the  number  before  removed, 
reduced  tho  membership  at  Fourth  Street  to  one 
hundred  and  ninety-one  members  and  eighteen  pro- 
bationers. 

At  the  close  of  this  Conference  year  the  Providonce 
Annual  Conference  waa  entertained  by  this  society. 
Bishop  Janes  presided  and  Bishop  Baker  was  present. 

In  1853,  Rev.  J.  Mather  was  selected  for  this  ap- 
pointment, and  remained  two  years.  During  his 
pastorate  nine  were  received  by  letter  and  four  by 
profession.  Owing  to  the  number  removing  to  Allen 
Street,  the  membership  was  reduced  to  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two,  and  seven  probationers. 

In  1855,  Rev.  George  M.  Carpenter  was  stationed 
here.  He  remained  two  years.  The  membership 
was  reduced  during  his  pastorato  by  the  continued 
flow  to  Allen  Street  and  deaths  and  removals  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  six  on  trial. 

At  this  date  the  tide  to  Allen  Street  ceased  to  flow 
from  this  church. 

In  1867,  Rev.  Mr.  Baylies  was  appointed  pastor. 
This  waa  a  year  of  general  religious  revival  through- 
out the  country,  and  quite  a  number  were  added  to 
the  church  ;  reported  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
member*  and  forty-two  probationers. 

In  1858,  Rev.  J.  T.  Benton  became  pastor,  and  re- 
mained two  years.  He  reported  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  members,  aud  twenty-two  on  probation. 

In  1860,  Rev.  8.  F.  Upham,  since  elected  professor 
in  Drew  Theological  8eminary,  Madison,  N.  J.,  was 
appointed  pastor  and  served  two  years.  During  his 
pastorate  fifteen  were  added  to  the  church,  fourteen 
of  them  by  letter,  yet  such  was  the  decrease  by 
death  and  removal  that  only  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  members  and  fifteen  probationers  remained  at 
the  close  of  his  pastorate.  During  his  pastorate  the 
church  building  was  enlarged  and  remodeled  at  a  cost 
of  six  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

The  house  was  rcdedicated  in  February,  1861,  by 
Rev.  L.  D.  Barrows. 

In  1862,  Rev.  N.  Bcmis  was  appointed  the  pastor. 

At  the  close  of  his  pastorate  he  reported  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  members  and  fourteen  proba- 
tioners. 

In  1863,  Rev.  E.  H.  Hatfield  was  appointed  pastor, 


HISTORY  OP  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


and  served  two  yean.  The  record*  show  no  recep- 
tions into  the  church  during  hu  pastorate.  There  it 
a  large  Tailing  off*  in  membership  at  this  time  not 
accounted  for.  He  reported  one  hundred  and  thir- 
teen members  and  ten  probationers. 

In  the  spring  of  1865,  for  the  first  time  in  its  his- 
tory, Fourth  Street  was  left  "  to  be  supplied."  Rev. 
Joseph  Marsh,  a  local  preacher,  was  invited  to  serve 
the  church.  His  wife  died  during  this  pastorate. 
He  reported  the  tide  falling,— only  one  hundred  and 
five  members  and  eight  probationers. 

In  the  spring  of  1866,  Rev.  William  H.  Jones,  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Conference,  was  appointed  to 
this  charge.  At  this  time  a  debt  of  two  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars,  contracted  at  the  time  when  the 
church  was  improved.  He  reported  three  admitted 
by  letter  and  four  by  profession.  Total  members, 
one  hundred  and  ten,  and  thirteen  on  trial. 

In  1867,  Rev.  E.  8.  Stanley  was  sent  as  pastor. 
There  was  some  increase  during  this  pastorate.  He 
reported  one  hundred  and  eighteen  members,  and 
twenty-one  on  trial. 

There  is  a  break  in  the  records  here.  The  next 
report  is  that  of  Charles  Ryder,  who  supplied  this 
church  from  May  1, 1873,  to  July  1st,  and  then  re- 
signed. 

Charles  Morgan  supplied  from  Sept.  1,  1873,  to 
March  25, 1874,  and  reported  twenty-three  conver- 
sions. At  the  Conference  of  1874  he  was  returned  as 
pastor,  and  served  to  April,  1875. 

In  1876,  Rev.  R.  W.  C.  Farnsworth  was  appointed 
pastor,  and  served  until  April,  1878. 

In  1878,  Rev.  Asa  N.  Bodfish  was  appointed  pastor, 
and  remained  three  year*.  He  reported  one  hundred 
and  thirty  members.  This  number  was  found  re- 
duced to  one  hundred  and  eighteen. 

In  1881,  Rev.  A.  McCord  was  appointed  pastor. 
The  outlook  was  exceedingly  gloomy.  The  church 
building  was  in  urgent  need  of  repairs.  The  pastor 
weot  to  work  and  raised,  in  and  out  of  the  church, 
two  thouaand  three  hundred  dollars,  and  thoroughly 
repaired,  painted,  and  refurnished  the  church  inside 
and  out. 

All  the  bills  were  paid,  so  that  at  the  close  of  that 
year  he  could  report  no  debt.  The  winter  of  that 
year  a  revival  started,  and  many  were  converted  and 
received  on  probation.  The  work  continued  into  the 
neat  year,  and  during  the  second  year  he  received 
into  full  connection  fifty-five,  and  in  March,  1883, 
twelve  remain  on  probation.  Other  improvements 
have  been  made  in  the  church  facilities  and  paid  for. 
The  amount  expended  for  improvements  in  one  way 
and  another  during  the  two  years  has  reached  about 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  which  has  all  been 
raised.  The  church  feels  that  the  tide  has  turned,  and 
trust  in  Qod  as  their  hope  for  years  to  come.  The 
Sabbath-school  has  largely  increased.  The  member- 
ship of  the  church  is  one  hundred  and  eighty,  aud 
twelve  on  probation. 


Allen  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  CbnroL— This 
house  of  worship  was  built  in  1842  by  William  and 
Joseph  Smith,  Christian  Baptist  preachers,  and  was 
occupied  for  several  years  by  that  denomination. 

Nov.  8,  1851,  it  was  offered  for  sale  by  Hervey  Sui- 
tings and  James  A.  Tripp,  the  proprietors,  and  princi- 
pally through  the  exertions  of  the  Rev.  Moses  Chase, 
then  in  charge  of  the  Fourth  Street  Church,  it  was 
purchased  by  the  following  persons:  Stephen  Wood, 
Joseph  Brownell,  John  Allen,  Albert  D.  Hatch,  Exra 
Keliey,  Rev.  Moses  Chase,  and  Thomas  R.  1'eirce,  all 
j  of  whom  were  members  of  the  Fourth  Street  Church 
except  Mr.  Peircc.  They  obtained  a  supply  for  the 
pulpit  until  the  8th  of  December,  when  the  Rev.  An- 
drew McKeown  was  appointed  by  the  presiding  elder 
until  the  ensuing  session  of  the  Providence  Confer- 
ence. 

The  following  members  of  the  Fourth  Street  Church 
were  the  founders  of  this  society :  Robert  A.  Sher- 
man, Eliza  R.  Sherman,  Henry  M.  Allen,  Phebe  A. 
Allen,  Solomon  Chadwick,  Nancy  W.  Chadwick, 
Benjamin  BufBngton,  John  Allen,  Sarah  W.  Allen, 
Matilda  C.  Anderson,  John  Tripp,  Polly  Tripp,  Sarah 
P.  Tripp,  Hope  Sherman,  Mary  E.  M  acorn  ber,  Mary 
E.  Miller,  Nicholas  Mack,  Frederick  A.  Chase,  Su- 
sannah Rogers,  Stephen  Wood,  A.  D.  Hatch,  H.  H. 
Tillson,  Alanson  Williston. 

The  following  persons  were  api>ointed  to  serve  as  a 
board  of  trustees,  vis.:  Robert  A.  Sherman,  Henry 
M.  Allen,  8olomon  Chadwick,  Davis  Thomas,  John 
Allen,  Stephen  Wood,  Warren  Howland,  Alanson 
Williston,  and  Benjamin  Buffington. 

The  house  or  worship  was  reopened  with  appro- 
priate religious  services  Jan.  22,  1852.  A  sermon  was 
preached  on  the  occasion  by  the  Rev.  Moses  Chase. 

Mr.  McKeown'a  successors  have  been  as  follows : 
Revs.  J.  B.  Gould,  J.  A.  M.  Chapman,  Henry  Baylies, 
P.  T.  Kinney,  John  Liveaey,  William  Kellen,  F.  J. 
Wagner,  E.  A.  Lyon,  Thomas  Ely,  Freeman  Ryder, 
J.  M.  Durell,  V.  N.  Mntson,  Bradford  T.  Roy,  B.  P. 
Raymond,  J.  H.  Humphrey,  Charles  8.  Nutter,  and 
in  1881  Rev.  George  W.  Wright,  M.A.,  the  present 
pastor,  was  appointed. 

Rev.  George  W.  Wright,  the  present  pastor,  was 
born  at  Beekman,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  graduated 
at  Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  in  the  class 
of  1868,  and  also  graduated  at  Wesleyan  University, 
Middletown,  Conn.,  in  class  of  1872.  He  studied 
theology  at  the  School  of  Theology  of  Boston  Univer- 
sity during  the  year  1873.  This  (ecclesiastical  year, 
1881)  year  was  characterised  by  an  extensive  and 
powerful  revival,  resulting  in  a  largo  number  of  con- 
versions and  a  large  increase  in  numbers  and  interest 
in  the  Sunday-school. 

The  various  departments  of  the  church  are  health- 
ful and  vigorous.  The  membership  of  the  church  is 
one  hundred  and  eighty ;  probationers,  forty-eight. 
The  Sabbath -school  has  numbered  at  it*  regular  ses- 
sion as  high  as  two  hundred  and  twenty-five. 
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Mr.  Jethro  C.  Brock,  E»q.,  is  the  present  popular 
mi|>crintrn<lciit.  Tlio  present  board  of  trustee*  arc 
Henry  M.  Allen,  Charles  E.  Cook,  J.  Harvey  Sher- 
man, Jethro  C.  Brock.  8.  D.  Robinson,  Charles  A. 
Tuell,  Frederick  D.  Blew*. 

The  Pleasant  8treet  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church 1  of  New  Bedford,  Ma**.,  WM  organized  May 
24,  1844.  In  the  spring  of  1843  the  Elm  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  appointed  a  committee 
from  her  trustees,  who  purchased  a  lot  on  Pleasant 
Street,  and  erected  an  edifice  thirty  by  forty  feet  for 
the  purposes  of  a  8unday-school.  Nearly  seventy 
members  from  that  society  volunteered  the  care  of 
this  new  mission  and  soon  established  social  meetings. 
The  organisation  which  s|>ecdily  followed  was  effected 
without  dissension,  it  being  apparent  to  the  mother- 
church  that  the  step  was  fully  authorized  by  the  relig- 
ious necessities  of  (hat  part  of  the  city. 

Its  career  has  been  marked  by  great  religious  pros- 
perity. Hundreds  have  bowed  at  her  altars  to  the 
sceptre  of  Immanuel.  Her  Sunday  -school  ranks 
among  the  largest  in  New  England. 

The  original  edifice  was  enlarged  during  the  pas- 
torate of  Rev.  John  Livescy,  which  extended  from 
August,  1848,  to  the  spring  of  1845. 

The  present  edifice  was  dedicated  July,  1849,  and 
improved  during  the  pastorates  of  Revs.  L.  B.  Bates 
and  E.  F.  Clark. 

The  following  have  been  her  pastors :  John  Livesey, 
1843-45;  Samuel  Beedle,  1845-46;  S.  C.  Brown, 
1846  ;  C.  H.  Titus,  1846-48;  Jonathan  Cady,  1848- 
50;  John  Hobart,  1850-61;  H.  C.  Atwater,  1861-63; 
Frederick  Upham,  1853-65 ;  E.  B.  Bradford,  1856-67 ; 
John  Howson,  1857-69;  Charles  Nason,  1869-61; 
William  McDonald,  18GI-63;  W.  F.  Farrington,  I 
1863-64;  N.  P.  Philbrook,  1864-66;  L.  B.  Bates, 
1866-69;  J.  E.  Hawkins,  1869-72;  W.  T.  North, 
1872-75;  T.  K.  Green,  1876-78;  J.  W.  Malcolm, 
1878-80;  E.  F.  Clark,  1880-83. 

County  8tre«t  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.'— 
This  society  was  organized  in  1820,  and  worshiped  in 
the  church  on  Elm  Street  (below  Purchase)  till  1859, 
when  the  new  building  on  the  corner  of  County  and 
Elm  8treets  was  completed,  and  dedicated  May  6th 
of  that  year. 

The  following  are  the  namesof  the  pastors,  with  dates 
of  their  service:  Jesse  Fillmore,  1820-21;  Solomon 
Sias,  1822-23;  Eph.  Kebby,  1824;  Frederick  Upham, 
1825;  Jacob  Sanborn,  1826-27;  Asa  Kent,  1828; 
Timothy  Merrill,  1829-80;  Daniel  Webb,  1881-32; 
Daniel  Fillmore,  1833;  Thomas  C.  Pierce,  1834-85; 
Shipley  W.  Wilson,  1836-87;  Isaac  Bonney,  1888-39; 
Joel  Knight,  1840-41 ;  John  Lovejny,  1842-48;  A.  P. 
Wheeler,  1844;  David  Patten,  1846-46;  James  D. 
Butler,  1847-48;  Robert  M.  Hatfield,  1849-60;  Daniel 
Wise.  1861-52;  E.  T.  Fletcher,  1862-63;  W.  T.  Har- 
low, 1854-65;  John  Cooper,  1856;   H.  S.  White, 
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1857-58;  Mark  Trafton.  1859-60;  William  8.  Studley. 
1861-62;  Mark  Trafton,  1863-64;  R.  W.  Humphries, 
1865-67;  D.  P.  Leavitt,  1868-70;  K.  McChesney, 
1871-73;  Luther  T.  Townsend,  1874;  W.  F.  Crafta, 
1876-76;  W.  F.  Whitcher,  1877-78;  W.  L.  Phillips, 
1879-80;  E.  T.  Towle,  1881;  H.  D.  Kimball,  1882-83. 

The  church  officers  were  as  follows:  Stewards,  Ben- 
jamin Pitman,  Ambrose  Vincent,  Oeorge  O.  Oiflbrd, 
George  M.  Eddy,  Benjamin  Anthony,  Charles  De 
Wolf,  Sylvanus  Bennett,  Bavory  C.  Hathaway,  James 
Taylor;  Class-Leaders,  Addison  Woodard,  Caleb  L. 
Ellis,  Savory  Hathaway,  Frank  A.  Butts.  Jr.,  William 
J.  Sherman,  Josiah  Richmond,  Jonn.  Co  veil,  Thomas 
H.  Soule,  Fred.  H.  Vinal,  Nathan  L.  Paine,  William 
B.  Dwight,  John  B.  Smith,  Job  Wade,  James  B.  Rus- 
sell, Timothy  M.  Giffbrd,  Joseph  R.  Slocum,  George 
T.  Allen,  George  T.  Hardwick,  George  N.  Dyer,  Chas. 

A.  B.  Peterson,  William  M.  Butler,  George  G.  Giffbrd, 
Jr.,  Mark  T.  Vincent;  District  Steward,  Ambrose  Vin- 
cent; Recording  Steward,  Benjamin  Pitman;  Secre- 
tary, Mark  T.  Vincent;  Treasurer,  George  M.  Eddy; 
Collector,  Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Slocum ;  Trustees,  James 
Taylor  (president),  L.  B.  Ellis  (secretary),  Benjamin 
Anthony  (treasurer),  F.  A.  Soule,  S.  T.  Perry,  George 
M.  Eddy,  8.  C.  Hathaway,  Job  Wade,  George  G.  Gif- 
fbrd ;  Local  Preacher,  Addison  Woodard. 

The  following  are  the  officers  of  the  Sunday-school: 
L.  B.  Ellis,  superintendent;  Savory  C.  Hathaway, 
Mary  E.  Austin,  assistants;  Benjamin  Pitman,  secre- 
tary ;  William  M.  Butler,  assistant;  Emma  C.  Austin, 
treasurer ;  Charles  L.  Paine,  librarian ;  Mark  T.  Vin- 
cent, Annie  L.  Almy,  Lillie  8.  Perry,  Mary  A.  Willis, 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church.— 
This  church  was  organized  March  6,  1850,  and  con- 
sisted of  the  following  members:  Edward  Thomas, 
Alexander  Devol,  Isaac  Henson,  William  H.  Harris, 
Sarah  Harrison,  Jane  Thomas,  Mary  Ann  Devol, 
Harriet  Wright,  Mary  Harris,  Cells  Williams,  Cath- 
arine Henson,  Phebe  Henson,  and  Charles  Eaton. 

They  first  held  services  in  a  school-house  on  the 
corner  of  Eighth  Street  and  Mechanics'  Lane,  after- 
wards at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Alexander  Devol,  on 
Middle  Street,  until  1851,  when  they  removed  to  their 
present  house  of  worship.  The  pastors  have  been  as 
follows:  Rev.  Leonard  Collins,  H.  Thompson,  James 
Simmons,  Dempsey,  Peter  Ross,  Joseph  Hicks,  Clin- 
ton Leonard,  Samuel  M.  Giles,  W.  B.  Smith.  Na- 
thaniel 8tubb,  Lucas  Sayler,  Thomas  Davis,  William 

B.  Smith,  George  H.  Washington,  J.  B.  Small,  W.D. 
F.  Pyle,  John  F.  Lloyd,  Silas  A.  Mitchell,  William 
B.  Heath,  Daniel  Davis,  N.  H.  Turpin,  George  H. 
Washington,  and  William  B.  Bowens. 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Bethel  Church.— 
lli oftc  t. Illi  refit  m  t \  Iid j£  t» li (i in I vgs  f r i ti  ^1  c Lliodist- 
separated  from  their  white  brethren  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  a  convention  assembled  in  Phila- 
delphia in  April,  1816. 

This  church  was  organized  in  1842,  by  Rev.  Eli  N. 
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Hall,  of  Providence,  with  the  following  persons: 
Jacob  Thomas  and  wife,  John  Bailey  and  wife,  John 
Elsemore  and  wife,  Walter  Hawkins  and  wife,  Jamea 
Cook  and  wife,  John  William*  and  wife,  Jamea  Allen, 
George  F.  Fletcher,  Grafton  Johnaon,  John  F.  Chew, 
Jackson  Hawkins,  Henry  J.  Johnaon,  Hatty  Peter- 
son, Porter  Hendrickaon  and  wife,  James  Dyre  and 
wife,  and  Jeaae  Richardson. 

Daring  the  aame  year  a  home  of  worship  waa  built, 
at  a  coat  of  eighteen  huudred  dollura.  This  woa  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1864.  The  present  building  waa 
commenced  in  1865.  The  corner-atone  waa  laid  by 
Joseph  R.  Turner,  but  no  work  on  the  church  waa 
done  for  seven  years.  Rev.  H.  J.  Johnson  at  length 
formed  the  "  One  Object  Society"  to  carry  out  and 
complete  the  work;  and  finally,  after  upwarda  of  ten 
years'  persistent  effort,  aided  by  liberal  contributions 
from  the  public,  the  church  waa  finished  and  paid  for, 
at  a  cost  of  about  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
Pastors,  Revs.  John  Butler,  Henry  J.  Johnaon,  Rich- 
ard Robinson,  Leven  Tillman,  Peter  Gardner,  H.  J. 
Johnaon,  Dayton  Doyle,  Thomaa  M.  D.  Ward,  J.  D.  8. 
Hall,  Joseph  R.  Turner,  Lewis  S.  Lewis,  Jacob  Mitch- 
ell, Henry  J.  Young,  William  Grimes,  William  De- 
mond,  H.  J.  Johnson,  J.  P.  Shreevea,  J.  H.  W.  Hur- 
ley, John  R.  V.  Morgan.  Joaeph  G.  Smith,  William 
H.  Johnaon,  John  T.  Hayslett,  Stephen  V.  Douglass, 
P.  L.  Stauford,  E.  T.  Williams,  Joseph  P.  Shreevea, 
William  J.  Laws,  and  Rev.  William  H.  Huoter,  the 
present  incumbent. 

Grace  Church. '-The  initial  step  in  the  formation 
of  a  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  New  Bedford  waa 
taken  Oct.  2,  1833,  when  a  meeting  of  gentlemen  in- 
terested in  the  church  resolved  upon  its  establish- 
ment, elected  wardens,  veatry,  and  a  clerk,  and  took 
measure*  for  aecuring  an  act  of  incorporation.  The 
project  waa  largely  aided  by  the  advice  and  services 
of  Rev.  Mark  A.  De  W.  Howe  (now  Bishop  of  Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania),  who  waa  present  at  the  meeting 
us  a  representative  of  the  Massachusetts  Convocation. 
The  parish,  at  first  called  Chriat  Church,  was  incor- 
porated March  19,  1834,  under  the  name  of  "  The 
Wardens,  Vestry,  and  Proprietors  of  Grace  Church 
of  New  Bedford." 

For  some  two  years  the  new  parish  rented  aa  a 
place  of  worship  a  building  on  Middle  Street  which 
was  owned  and  had  been  occupied  by  the  Second 
Christian  Society.  In  1834  the  subject  of  building  a 
church  was  agitated,  and  a  lot  was  bought  on  Union 
Street,  upon  which,  July  30, 1836,  the  corner-stone  of 
a  wooden  church  of  Gothic  style,  with  two  towers 
in  front,  waa  laid,  and  the  building  was  completed 
and  consecrated  in  the  following  year. 

Immediately  upon  the  organization  of  the  parish 
Rev.  Nathaniel  T.  Bent  became  miuister  in  charge  ns 
a  missionary  of  the  Massachusetts  Convocation,  but 
after  the  lapse  of  two  months  was  elected  rector,  and 
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faith  fully  and  efficiently  served  as  such  tilt  his  resig- 
nation in  November,  1838. 

Early  In  1839,  Rev.  Theodore  W.  Snow  was  chosen 
rector,  but  waa  obliged  to  resign  in  1841  in  conse- 
quence of  impaired  health,  aflecting  mind  aa  well  as 
body. 

In  March  following,  Rev.  Thomaa  R.  Lambert, 
then  a  chaplain  in  the  United  State*  navy,  waa  culled 
to  the  rectorship.  He  accepted  the  position  for  a 
year,  having  obtained  a  furlough  for  that  time,  and, 
that  being  extended,  re-engaged  for  another  year. 
He  waa  then  elected  permanent  rector,  but  in  1845 
being  ordered  on  sea  duty  by  the  department,  he  re- 
signed. Rev.  Dr.  Lambert  is  now  rector  of  St.  Johu's, 
Charles  town. 

From  September,  1846,  to  February,  1848,  Rev. 
George  D.  Wilder  (now  rector  of  Christ  Church, 
Riverdale,  N.  Y.,  and  the  accoinplivhed  secretory  of 
the  Church  Congress)  acted  as  rector. 

At  Easter,  1848,  Rev.  San  for  I  J.  Horton  aucceeded, 
and  held  the  position  till  November,  1861,  wheu  he 
resigned.  Dr.  Horton,  now  the  head  of  a  flourishing 
church  school  at  Cheshire,  Conn.,  waa  greatly  beloved 
by  the  parish,  but  the  meagrencas  of  his  stipend  com- 
pelled him  to  sever  his  connection  with  the  pariah. 

In  February,  1852,  the  pariah  called  again  it*  first 
rector,  Rev.  Mr.  Bent,  but  failing  health  forbade  his 
acceptauee,  and  Rev.  Charles  W.  Homer  was  chosen 
and  accepted  the  position.  At  lhi«  lime  the  pariah, 
never  before  in  a  very  prosperous  financial  condition, 
was  at  low  tide  in  ita  monetary  affairs.  The  rector's 
stipend  waa  but  seven  hundred  dollars,  and  he  was 
fitfully  paid  ;  the  church  building  waa  in  a  wretched 
state,  and  the  outlook  was  dreary  euough.  The  sec- 
ond year  of  Mr.  Homer's  incumbency  a  spasmodic 
effort  was  made  to  secure  a  new  church,  one  of  stone. 
It  utterly  failed,  and  the  failure  left  the  parish  de- 
pressed and  well-nigh  disheartened.  The  rector, 
then  in  the  flush  of  youth,  waa  unequal  to  the 
needed  atrugglo  for  success,  and  in  October,  1864, 
resigned.  He  is  now  rector  of  St.  James',  one  of  the 
I  largest  churches  in  Brooklyn,  L.  I. 

Rev.  Spencer  M.  Rice  followed  as  rector,  enteriug 
upon  his  work  in  February,  1855.  Cuming  into  the 
church  from  the  Methodist  denomination,  Mr.  Rice 
brought  with- him  not  a  little  of  the  teal  and  fervor 
of  that  sect,  and  a  shrewd,  practical  knowledge  of 
affairs.  He  was  remarkably  faithful  and  successful 
in  the  performance  of  parochial  duty,  and  a  wise 
counselor  and  indefatigable  helper  iu  manugiug  the 
temporal  interests  of  the  parish.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  he  waa  successful.  The  purish  income 
showed  it,  the  new  interest  in  church  work  manifested 
it,  and  the  complete  renovation  of  the  church  edifice 
and  the  extinction  of  the  church  debt  proved  it.  Mr. 
Rice  was  induced  by 'the  state  of  hi*  health  to  reaigu 
in  1860.  He  is  now  residing  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
having  lately,  after  a  long  rectorale,  resigned  the 
charge  of  Grace  Church  in  that  city. 
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In  September  following  Rev.  Josiah  P.  Tu»tin,  D.D., 
became  rector,  and  resigned  in  April,  1R62. 

Rev.  James  Miilrhahry  succeeded  h i in  in  Septem- 
ber, 18(52,  nnd  held  the  rectorship  for  some  seven 
yeara.  During  that  time  the  lot  in  the  rear  of  the 
church  wu  bought,  and  the  old  house  thereon  con- 
verted into  a  commodious  chapel.  He  had  the  satis- 
faction of  leaving  the  parish  in  good  condition,  the 
result  of  his  intelligent,  faithful,  and  devoted  service. 
Rev.  Dr.  Mulchahcy,  after  some  years'  residence  as 
rector  of  a  church  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  was  elected  an 
assistant  minister  of  Old  Trinity  Parish,  New  York, 
and  is  now  in  charge  of  8t.  Paul's  in  that  city. 

The  next  rector  was  Rev.  Edmund  Rowland,  who 
assumed  cliArgc  in  November,  1869.  In  May,  1871, 
he  resigned,  upon  the  invitation  of  Bishop  Coxe  to 
act  as  assistant  rector  of  St.  John's,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  fill  his  pltce  he  was 
unanimously  and  urgently  recalled,  and  resumed  the 
rectorship,  remaining  till  December,  1878,  when  he 
resigned  and  took  charge  of  CalvAry  Church,  Clifton, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  now  resides.  His  term  of 
service  in  Grace  Church  was  longer  than  that  of  any 
of  his  predecessors,  covering  a  period  of  nine  years. 
His  rectorship,  though  marked  by  no  extraordinary 
achievement,  was  grandly  successful.  The  church 
grew  steadily  and  healthily  in  every  direction ;  needed 
changes  and  improvements  in  church  and  chapel  were 
quietly  made ;  a  rectory  was  provided  by  a  few  mem- 
bers of  the  parish ;  efforts  were  made  to  establish  a 
mission  in  the  north  part  of  the  city,  which  resulted 
in  the  erection  of  a  new  church  there,  and  the  germ 
of  the  new  Grace  Church  was  in  the  church  building 
fund  which  the  rector  started  and  so  hopefully  and 
patiently  nurtured. 

The  present  rector.  Rev.  George  A.  Strong,  assumed 
his  duties  on  Easter-day,  1870.  He  did  not  suffer  the 
project  of  building  a  new  church  to  slumber,  and  the 
gift  of  an  eligible  site  for  it  by  two  devoted  women 
of  the  parish  settled  the  success  of  his  appeals.  The 
Easter  offerings  of  1880,  appropriated  to  the  fund, 
amounted  to  sixteen  thousand  dollnrs,  which,  with 
the  four  thousand  dollars  gathered  in  Mr.  Rowland's 
time,  and  the  expected  avails  of  the  sale  of  the  old 
church  and  lot,  warranted  immediate  steps  for  begin- 
ning work.  The  corner-stone  of  the  new  Grace 
Church,  on  the  corner  of  County  and  School  Streets, 
was  laid  by  Rev.  Dr.  Rowland,  Sept.  11,  1880.  The 
building,  mostly  completed,  was  opened  for  service 
Nov.  11,  1881,  Rev.  Phillips  Brooks,  D.D.,  preaching 
the  sermon  ;  and  Oct  10,  1882,  the  building,  finished 
and  paid  for,  was  consecrated  by  Right  Rev.  Benjamin 
H.  Paddock,  bishop  of  the  diocese.  The  cost  of  the 
church,  exclusive  of  the  lot  (the  market  value  of 
which  was  abont  ten  thousand  dollars),  was  forty- 
seven  thousand  dollars.  Its  seating  capacity,  about 
six  hundred,  with  sittings  for  nearly  two  hundred 
more  in  the  adjoining  chapel,  is  none  too  great  for 
present  needs.   In  the  tower  is  a  chime  of  bells,  ten 


in  number,  weighing  over  eleven  thousand  pounds, 
the  gift  of  the  late  Stephen  G.  Driscol.  They  were 
rung  for  tho  first  time  on  ChriHtmas-evo,  1882. 

The  parish  to-day,  with  a  rector  in  whom  its  mem- 
bers are  thoroughly  and  heartily  in  unison,  with  its 
church  sittings  nearly  all  taken,  with  au  income  in 
excess  of  its  ordinary  expenses,  and  with  the  interest 
in  church  services  and  church  work  steadily  increas- 
ing, occupies  an  assured  position,  and  should  oxcrt  a 
widening  conservative  influence. 

8t.  James'  Episcopal  Church,  situated  on  County 
8treet,  at  its  junction  with  Linden  Street,  has  been 
from  the  date  of  ita  erection  one  of  the  attractive 
features  of  the  city,  partly  because  of  the  unique 
style  of  its  architecture,  and  in  part  because  of  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  connected  with  the  or- 
ganization and  growth  of  the  parish. 

Early  in  tho  spring  of  1878  there  was  a  movement 
among  the  English  operatives  in  the  Wamsutta  Mills 
tending  to  the  establishment  of  a  congregation  which 
should  be  distinct  from  tho  old  parish  church,  situ- 
ated on  Union  Street.  Their  relations  with  the  older 
parish  were  most  amicable,  but  the  remote  distance 
of  the  church  from  the  mill  district,  the  rapid  increase 
of  the  population,  and  the  promise  in  a  near  future  of 
a  still  greater  addition  to  the  numbers  of  English 
church  people  in  the  city  favored  the  movement  for  a 
new  parish.  At  the  instance  of  the  then  rector  of  Grace 
Church,  the  Rev.  Edmund  Rowland,  and  under  a 
suggestion  from  the  Bishop  of  Connecticut,  who  is 
also  dean  of  the  world-Tamed  Berkeley  Divinity 
School,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Proctor,  a  recent  graduate  of 
the  school,  and  at  the  time  doing  active  missionary 
work  in  the  mining  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  was  in- 
vited to  take  charge  of  the  whole  movement.  It  was 
proposed  to  make  the  organisation  a  mission  chapel, 
to  be  supported  in  part  by  the  parish  of  Grace  Church, 
in  part  by  the  missionary  society  of  the  diocese,  and 
in  part  by  voluntary  contributions  from  the  people 
who  would  join  tho  movement.  With  this  agreement, 
Mr.  Proctor  accepted  the  position  offered  to  him,  and 
held  the  first  service  with  the  congregation  in  a  hired 
shed  on  Purchase  Street,  near  the  mills,  on  the  10th 
of  March,  1878.  This  first  service  and  surroundings 
have  been  graphically  described:  The  cobwebbed 
beams  wcro  hidden  with  sheets  of  Wamsutta  cloth  ; 
two  packing-boxes  turned  on  end  and  covered  with 
calico  served  as  altar  and  pulpit;  the  alms  were  col- 
lected in  two  new  and  bright  tin  pie-plates;  a  bor- 
rowed parlor-organ  and  an  extemporised  choir  of 
young  girls  furnished  the  music;  a  paper  screen  in- 
closed a  corner  for  a  vestry-room. 

The  names  of  about  forty  individuals  were  entered 
as  a  nucleus  about  which  to  gather  the  new  parish. 
Almost  at  the  outset,  aud  before  the  new  minister  had 
fairly  taken  position,  it  was  discovered  that  the  Dioc- 
esan Missionary  Board  discouraged  and  repudiated 
the  whole  scheme  and  had  promised  it  no  support, 
and  at  the  same  time  as  an  adjunct  chapel  to  Grace 
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Church  the  work  would  receive  no  possible  encourage- 
ment, and  Mr.  Proctor  found  himself  forced  to  face  a 
moat  discouraging  outlook— a  church  of  forty  souls, 
a  (alary  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  the  assurance 
that  hi*  work  must  be  independent  of  all  local  sup- 
port beyond  hia  own  congregation.  Thia  waa  the  be- 
ginning of  a  work  whose  after-history  is  aaid  to  have 
no  parallel  in  the  church.  Mr.  Proctor,  Buffering 
with  distressing  ill  health,  but  nerved  with  determina- 
tion, called  his  people  together  on  the  28th  of  March, 
just  two  weeks  after  the  first  service,  laid  the  case 
clearly  before  them,  and  expressed  his  desire  to  ac- 
complish what  tbey  had  wished  and  planned,  and 
then  and  there  took  the  first  stepe  in  organizing  the 
parish.  Articles  of  association  were  drawn  up  and 
aigned  by  those  who  were  canonically  entitled  to  do 
•o.  The  pariah  waa  christeped  "St.  James,"  com- 
memorating both  the  teaching  of  that  apostle  and 
also  the  memory  of  a  dear  friend  of  the  rector,  whose 
Christian  name  waa  thus  incorporated  with  the  work, 
and  the  first  veatry  waa  elected  as  follows:  Wardens, 
Andrew  Bannister  and  James  Boardmau  ;  Treasurer, 
William  Smith;  Clerk,  A.  McCreary;  Vestrymen, 
Sidney  Smith,  James  Slater,  William  Robinson,  Wil- 
liam Philips,  George  Rainabotham.  Through  the 
kindnesa  of  the  heira  of  the  Rodman  estate  a  disused 
school-house  waa  loaned  free  of  rent  to  the  new  parish, 
and  from  this  date  services  have  been  held  continu- 
ously. Plans  for  the  erection  of  a  church  building 
were  taken  in  hand  immediately.  Subscriptions  were 
solicited,  and  an  almost  uninterrupted  flow  of  gifts 
and  donations  poured  down  upon  the  rector.  A  choir 
waa  organised  under  Mr.  Proctor's  direction,  whose 
previous  study  of  church  music  in  the  English  cathe- 
drals proved  of  great  service,  and  a  feature  was  estab- 
lished in  the  rendering  of  the  services  of  the  church 
which  has  scarcely  since  abated  and  which  has  always 
been  a  strong  attraction. 

Minor  societies  were  put  in  operation.  The  St. 
James'  League,  organized  April  15,  1878,  with  Mrs. 
Sidney  Smith  as  president,  and  the  St.  James'  Sewing- 
School,  with  Miss  Ella  0.  Adams  as  president,  organ- 
ized soon  after,  have  both  assisted  largely  in  strength- 
ening the  work.  On  Easter-day,  April  21st,  upwards 
of  three  thousand  dollars  had  been  received  or  pledged 
for  building  purposes.  On  the  22d  of  May,  under 
the  direction  of  Judge  Alauson  Borden  as  juslicu  of 
the  peace,  the  parish  received  its  legal  organization 
and  title,  and  Mr.  Proctor  was  instituted  rector.  On 
Wednesday,  June  6th,  money  enough  having  been 
secured,  the  parish  purchased  and  secured  the  title- 
deeds  to  the  moat  eligible  site  upon  which  the  church 
now  stands.  On  Saturday,  the  16th  of  June,  with 
religious  services,  ground  was  broken  on  the  new  lot, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Rowland,  of  Grace  Church,  participating 
with  the  rector  in  the  exercises  and  giving  the  address 
of  the  occasion.  Mr.  Proctor,  breaking  the  firtt  sod, 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Rowland,  aud  then  by  the  long 
line  of  people  on  both  sides  of  the  inclosed  space. 


Plans  for  the  new  edifice  were  adopted  from  those 
presented  by  W.  C.  llrocklesby,  architect,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.  On  Friday,  July  26th,  being  St.  James*  Day, 
the  corner-stone  was  laid  with  impressive  ceremonies, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Mulchahey,  of  St.  Paul'a,  New  York 
City,  giving  the  address,  followed  by  Mr.  Rowland,  of 
Grace  Church,  the  stone  being  laid  in  place  by  the 
rector  of  the  parish,  Mr.  Proctor.  On  Tuesday  even- 
ing, December  24th,  the  church  was  occupied  for  the 
first  time,  although  in  as  yet  an  unfinished  condition, 
the  workmen  not  entirely  leaving  the  church  until 
February,  when  the  rector  placed  the  last  and  upper- 
most brick  on  the  top  of  the  tower,  a  scaffolding 
being  especially  prepared  for  the  purpose.  So,  with- 
out the  aid  of  any  other  single  parish,  as  such,  and 
without  aasislance  from  any  missionary  board,  dioc- 
esan or  otherwise,  St.  Jamea'  Church  became  an 
established  fact  in  leas  than  twelve  months'  time. 
With  the  advice  of  responsible  persons,  the  church 
was  completed,  with  ita  tower  and  uccessnry  furniture 
aud  some  of  the  ordinary  properties  of  a  church 
building,  adding  thereby  a  comparatively  small  debt 
to  the  original  undertaking,  but  which  without  these 
additions  would  have  been  almost  from  the  first  wholly 
free.  Sixteen  thousand  dollars  have  been  raised  in 
four  years  in  cash  offerings  and  memorial  gifts,  and 
the  fairest  promises  are  made  for  sustaining  the  work 
in  the  future. 

The  parish  has  been  self-sustaining  from  its  founda- 
tion, and  has  extended  ita  influence  in  a  short  space 
of  time  from  forty  souls  to  near  four  hundred  families. 
The  parish  list  now  numbers  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  families  immediately  connected  with  the  church, 
but  this  in  nowise  includes  the  large  community 
who  depend  upon  the  ministrations  of  the  rector. 
The  christenings  alone  in  8t.  James'  average  nearly 
one  for  every  Sunday  in  the  year. 

The  rector  of  the  parish,  its  founder  and  first  rector, 
Charles  Hayden  Proctor,  is  an  M.A.,  graduate  of 
Trinity  College,  class  of  1878,  and  of  the  Berkeley 
Divinity  School,  class  of  1876.    His  qualifications  for 
the  position  he  holds  have  been  enhanced  by  the  ex- 
perience of  close  observation  and  atudy  in  English 
cathedrals,  and  during  a  recent  visit  in  England  hia 
work  in  8l.  James'  Church  and  among  the  English 
Church  people  received  most  cordial  and  substantial 
recognition  from  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  York, 
the  Bishop  of  Manchester,  and  more  recently  from 
j  the  late  Dean  of  Westminster,  and  also  from  the  late 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.    While  in  the  Northern 
Convocation  he  was  specially  honored  with  a  license 
to  officiate  from  the  archbishop's  own  hand.  With 
a  natural  firmness  of  determination,  Mr.  Proctor  has 
|  been  enabled  to  accomplish  much  that  many  men 
{  would  have  shrunk  from  undertaking,  aud  the  church 
i  established  under  his  hand  will  be  a  lasting  monu- 
ment, than  which  one  could  ask  to  deserve  no  greater. 
North  Christian  Church.-Thia  church  was  "con- 
I  stituted  a  Christian  Church  Jan.  25,  1807."  The 
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founder*  or  the  society  were  formerly  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  in  Dartmouth,  under  the  pastoral 
charge  of  Elder  Daniel  llix.  The  following  are  the 
■antes  of  the  original  members:  Obed  Kcmpton, 
Ruth  Kcmpton,  John  Hathaway,  Edith  Hathaway, 
Jonathan  Haskins,  Sarah  Haskins,  Sarah  Strange, 
Lois  Hervey,  Patience  Hatch,  Remembrance  Wood, 
Nabby  Russell,  Nnbby  Tobey,  Betsey  Chase. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  church,  Sept  26,  1811,  Mr. 
Mandell  was  appointed  to  "keep  the  records,"  Obed 
Kempton  treasurer,  and  Abraham  GifTbrd"to  receive 
the  regular  contributions."  Jabez  Hammond  was  or- 
dained as  the  first  deacon  by  Elders  Hix  and  Taylor 
on  May  29,  1812. 

The  first  clergymen  of  whom  the  records  make 
mention,  who  preached  for  the  society  at  different 
periods  during  its  first  existence,  were  Elders  Daniel 
Hix,  Frederick  Plummer,  John  Gray,  Douglass  Far- 
num,  Benjamin  Taylor,  and  Abner  Jones. 

Elder  Benjamin  Taylor  was  the  first  settled  minis- 
ter of  whom  the  records  make  mention.  He  com- 
menced his  labors  with  the  church  in  1812,  and  con- 
tinued his  charge  until  1819. 

Aug.  19,  1817,  a  committee  was  selected  to  inform 
Elder  Elias  Smith,  who  had  occasionally  preached 
to  the  church,  thnt  he  could  no  longer  be  received  in 
that  capacity.  The  objection  to  Mr.  Smith  was  his 
tendencies  to  the  doctrines  promulgated  by  the  Uni- 
versaliats.  Mr.  Smith  was  the  father  of  Matthew 
Hale  Smith,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  "  Chris- 
tian sect."  Another  noteworthy  item  in  connection 
with  Elder  Smith  is  that  ho  was  one  of  the  origina- 
tors of  the  Herald  of  Goipel  Liberty,  the  first  relig- 
ious paper  ever  published  in  America. 

Sept.  4,  1819,  Elder  Taylor  dissolved  his  connection 
with  the  church  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Swan- 
sea. His  successor  was  Elder  Moses  How,  who  settled 
with  them  during  the  fall  of  1819. 

About  1820,  Elder  Simon  Clough  visited  the  church 
and  officiated  frequently;  he  preached  during  the 
greater  part  of  1823-24. 

In  December,  1826,  Elder  Charles  Morgridge,  of 
Boston,  was  settled  as  minister.  The  pulpit  was  sup- 
plied in  the  interim  by  Elder  Hervey  Sullings. 

During  the  fall  of  1831,  Mr.  Morgridge  resigned  his 
pastoral  charge,  and  in  January,  1832,  Elder  Lovell, 
formerly  a  Methodist  preacher  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
succeeded  him.    He  officiated  for  about  two  years. 

In  1833  the  church  was  reorganized,  and  a  charter 
of  incorporation  was  obtained  from  the  General  Court, 
dated  March  14th. 

On  retirement  of  Mr.  Lovell,  Rev.  Mr.  Morgridge 
again  renewed  his  connection  with  the  church,  and 
remained  with  it  until  the  spring  or  1841. 

During  August,  1841,  an  invitation  was  extended 
to  Rev.  Silas  Hawley  to  become  pastor,  and  he  con- 
tinued until  January,  1848.  At  this  date  Elder  P.  R. 
Ruasell  supplied  the  pulpit  for  about  a  year.  Soon 
after  his  withdrawal  Elder  A.  G.  Morton  became 


pastor,,  and  continued  till  Dec.  29,  1861,  when  he 
withdrew. 

Nov.  11,  1862,  the  society  voted  to  extend  an  invi- 
tation to  William  R.  Stowe,  which  he  accepted,  and 
continued  with  the  society  until  January,  1854.  On 
his  retirement  Elder  David  E.  Millard,  of  Broom- 
field,  N.  Y.,  was  engaged  to  preach  for  the  society. 
Ho  entered  upon  his  duties  May,  1864,  and  in  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year  received  and  accepted  an  in- 
vitation to  Assume  the  pastorship.  In  July,  1856,  he 
tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted.  At  a 
special  meeting  held  during  the  following  December 
Rev.  T.  C.  Moulton  was  elected  pastor.  Mr.  Moulton 
returned  no  answer  to  the  call  until  November,  1866, 
when  he  declined  the  invitation. 

For  upwards  of  eighteen  months  the  church  was 
without  a  settled  pastor,  the  pulpit  being  supplied  by 
a  committee.  Finally,  in  May,  1867,  Rev.  8:  W. 
Whitney,  of  New  York,  was  engaged,  and  remained 
till  some  time  in  1858. 

The  supply  of  the  pulpit  was  again  in  the  hands  of 
a  committee,  which  at  length,  in  September,  1868, 
succeeded  in  securing  the  services  of  the  Rev.  T.  C. 
Moulton,  and  he  continued  to  act  in  this  capacity 
until  March,  1869,  when  he  was  elected  pastor,  and 
remained  until  September,  1868.  He  was  succeeded  in 
November,  1868,  by  Rev.  Austin  Craig,  who  resigned 
Aug.  30,  1869.  His  successors  have  been  Rev.  A.  J. 
Kirkland,  Rev.  O.  A.  Roberts,  and  Rev.  8.  Wright 
Butler,  the  present  incumbent. 

The  society  first  worshiped  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Obed 
Kempton,  on  the  corner  of  Purchase  and  Middle 
Streets ;  then  in  a  rope-walk  in  the  south  part  or  the 
city.  In  1808  or  1809  the  church  on  Middle  Street 
was  erected  by  Mr.  Abraham  Gilford  aud  others  for 
the  society.  It  was  used  by  it  for  a  house  of  worship 
until  1833,  when  the  large  and  commodious  church 
which  it  now  occupies,  opposite  the  Parker  House, 
was  built. 

The  church  has  always  been  liberal  in  the  support 
or  the  gospel  and  generous  in  its  charities. 

The  Middle  Street  Christian  Church.'— The 
Middle  8treet  Christian  Church  was  constituted 
March  21,  1828,  of  members  who,  at  their  own  re- 
quest, were  set  off  for  that  purpoae  by  the  North 
Christian  Church,  which  was  organized  in  1807.  The 
members  were  Abraham  Gi fiord,  William  Cranston, 
William  Whitten,  Warren  Maxfield,  Watson  Ellis, 
Ezra  S.  Kempton,  Samuel  James,  James  Barlow,  and 
Elder  Harvey  Sullings,  a  preacher.  They  met  at  the 
house  of  Obed  Kempton,  northwest  corner  of  Middle 
and  Purchase  8treeta.  The  first  baptism  was  of  Mary 
Pease  aud  Rebecca  Giffbrd.  The  first  settled  min- 
ister was  William  Coe.  The  first  meeting-house 
erected  was  on  Middle  Street,  south  of  Mr.  Kempton's 
houne.  The  pastors  were  the  venerable  William  Coe, 
threeyeara;  Luther  Baker,  a  man  of "  holy  life;"  Isaac 
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Smith,  culled  the  "  excellent  man ;"  Moses  How,  under 
whom  a  great  revival  took  place  in  January  of  1837. 
Many  were  added  to  the  church,  and  in  1884  they 
moved  Into  the  church  on  Middle  Street,  opposite 
Sixth  Street,  where  they  now  (1882)  worship.  Elder 
How  was  called  the  "  good  pastor."  He  continued 
with  tlii»  church  till  July,  1844.  He  died  in  1882,  in 
the  seventieth  year  of  his  ministry  and  the  uinety- 
second  year  of  his  ago,  honored,  respected,  and  he- 
loved  through  all  New  England,  and  by  the  Chris- 
tians through  the  United  States. 

Elder  Uow  was  followed  iu  1844  by  the  "good 
preacher,"  0.  E.  Morrill,  and  In  1848,  Morrill  was 
succeeded  by  Elder  Brown.  In  1849  to  1850,  John 
Taylor,  "the  tender-hearted  minister,"  preached,  and 
the  church  was  much  revived.  From  1850  to  1857 
the  aged  Benjamin  Taylor  was  their  pastor,  who  was 
succeeded  by  Elder  James  S.  White,  who  continued 
pastor  to  1861,  when  Benjamin  8.  Batchelor  was  sot- 
tied,  and  filled  the  pulpit  with  great  success  until 
1875.  A  young  minister  named  A.  A.  Kirkland  then 
supplied  the  pulpit  for  some  months  till  the  eloquent 
pulpit  orator,  Z.  T.  Sullivan,  was  settled,  who  con- 
tinued drawing  large  congregations  until  1877,  when 
he  accepted  a  call  from  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Brockton,  and  was  followed  by  Elder  Daniel  L.  Craft, 
who  filled  it  for  two  years.  In  1880,  N.  Summerbell, 
D.D.,  former  president  of  Union  Christian  College, 
was  settled.  More  than  forty  members  have  been 
added  up  to  this  time;  also  a  heavy  debt,  which  had 
been  accumulating  for  the  past  five  years,  hns  been 
paid.  The  present  number  of  members  is  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four.  There  is  a  good  Sunday-school, 
of  which  Isaac  W.  Benjamin  is  superintendent,  and 
Frank  L.  Davis,  assistant. 

The  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  Christian  Church 
is  its  conformation  to  the  New  Testament  form  of 
Christianity.  It,  therefore,  accept*  the  Bible  as  the 
heaven-given  and  only  perfect  creed,  Christ  as  the 
only  heaven-appointed  leader,  charity  as  the  greatest 
Christian  grace,  and  Christian  union  as  a  duty.  It 
states  its  faith  in  Bible  language  with  the  exactness 
of  verbal  accuracy,  and  submits  to  no  additions  to 
the  Bible,  but  extends  fellowship  and  communion  to 
all  Christians. 

Rev.  Dr.  Summerbell,  the  present  pastor,  is  the 
well-known  originator  and  editor  of  The  Chrittian 
Pulpit,  a  monthly,  and  former  editor  of  the  Utrald  qf 
Ootpel  Liberty,  Dayton,  Ohio;  is  the  author  of  many 
popular  works,  the  most  important  of  which  are  his 
"  History  of  the  Christians,"  from  the  birth  of  the 
Saviour  to  the  present  time,  royal  octavo,  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  pages,  and  his  "  Discussions," 
and  his  remarkably  popular  work  called  "  Christian 
Principles,"  all  of  which  have  passed  through  many 
editions.  The  "Christian  Principles,"  after  passing 
through  eight  editions,  has  been  "  revised  and  abridged 
by  Rev.  R.  J.  Wright,  LL.D.,"  and  published  at  his 
own  expense  for  univtrial  distribution. 


The  church  has  been  much  strengthened  under  hia 
labors,  and  iu  former  distinction  as  a  church  of  revi- 
vals and  deep  religious  experience  has  returned.  The 
preseul  church  clerk  rs  Frank  L.  Davis. 

SOQth  Christian  Church. -The  house  of  worship 
on  the  corner  of  Sherman  and  Bonney  Streets  was 
built  in  1851-52  by  Booth  &  Hathaway,  at  a  cost  of 
about  four  thousand  dollars.  It  contains  sixty  pews, 
and  will  seat  about  three  hundred  and  day  persona. 
Meetings  were  first  held  in  the  vestry  in  February, 
1852.  Juno  9lh  the  house  was  dedicated.  The  ser- 
mon on  the  occasion  wus  preached  by  Uev.  (ieorge 
H.  Eldridge,  who  commenced  his  ministerial  services 
there  the  previous  April.  In  five  days  subsequent  to 
the  dedication  pews  enough  were  sold  to  pay  every 
bill  on  the  house  and  leave  a  surplus  of  four  hundred 
dollars  in  pew  stock  belonging  to  the  society.  During 
that  summer  it  was  organized  as  the  "South  Christian 
Society,"  and  in  September  following  it  waa  "  con- 
stituted a  Christian  Church,"  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing persons:  Pardon  Wilcox,  Tillinghaat  Sowle, 
Cranston  Wilcox,  Josiah  8.  Bonney,  William  Miller, 
Henry  T.  James,  William  II.  Macy,  Barbara  Sowle, 
Betsey  Wilcox,  Hannah  H.  Albert,  Phebe  A.  James, 
and  Sarah  Chace. 

Elder  Hervey  Su  I  linen  was  an  active  member  of 
this  church  and  contributed  liberally  to  its  support. 
When  the  society  waa  without  a  pastor  he  often  sup- 
plied the  pulpit,  and  was  favorably  received.  He 
died  in  December,  1859,  about  eighty  years  of  age. 

Rev.  George  H.  Eldridge  was  the  first  pastor,  and 
continued  his  labors  until  April,  1856.  For  nearly 
two  years  after  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Eldridge  the 
supplies  of  the  pulpit  were  irregular.  Iu  December, 
1856,  the  church  received  a  visit  from  Rev.  I.  H.  Coe, 
and  subsequently  extended  a  unanimous  call  to  him 
to  become  pastor.  The  invitation  was  accepted,  and 
Mr.  Coe  entered  upon  his  duties  April  1st  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  and  has  continued  from  that  time  to  the 
prebent,  and  is  now  the  oldest  suttled  pastor  in  this 
city.  He  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Couii.,  May  12, 
1818. 

The  Spruce  Street  Christian  Church  wus  organ- 
ized June  28,  1869,  with  the  following  members: 
Nicholas 8.  Chadwick, first  pastor,  William  Bonworth, 
Isaac  8.  Thomas,  Qcorge  L.  Dyer,  George  L.  Eldrige, 
Joseph  W,  ltobertson,  Sarah  M.  Eldrige,  Mary  E. 
Ellis,  Lydia  Berree,  Susan  E.  Johnson,  Abby  Berroe, 
Lydia  R.  Grimshaw,  Martha  G.  Turner. 

Jan.  25,  1880,  ltev.  Gardner  Devau  commenced  his 
labors  with  us,  and  Feb.  8,  1881,  resigned. 

July  14,  1881,  church  called  Rev.  Allen  Damon  to 
be  their  pastor,  who  is  serving  us  to  date,  Sept.  19, 
1882.  Church  as  now  organized:  Allen  Damon,  pas- 
tor ;  Deacons,  Richard  E.  Macomber, Isaac  8.  Thomas ; 
Treasurer,  B.  F.  II.  Reed ;  Clerk,  J.  8.  Thomas ;  Su> 
perintendent  of  Sabbath-school,  Laurens  W.  Faunce; 
Chairman  of  Business  Meetings,  E.  J.  H.  Tripp. 

March  26,  1871,  Mr.  Chadwick  resigned.  Services 


Digitized  by  Google 


N  K\V  BKDFOHD 


91 


in  cluirrli  were  continued  by  different  pastors.  Elder* 
Howe,  Murry,  Greenwood,  Pcirce.  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk  Inn  d 
supplied  tltrcc  months.  Joseph  W.  Thomas  was  pas- 
tor for  the  year  ending  Nov.  24,  1872. 

Dec.  1,  1872,  Rev.  Ellen  Gas  tin  commenced  her 
labors  with  us,  and  on  Feb.  23,  1873,  resigned. 

April  6,  1873,0.  F.  Burleigh  commenced  preaching 
here,  and  on  July  9th  following  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled as  pastor.    He  resigned  April  28,  1878. 

During  his  pastorate,  which  was  longer  than  any 
other,  the  church  has  seen  some  prosperity,  and  has 
also  been  called  to  pass  through  some  grievous  trials. 

The  church  now  numbers  fifly-eight,  together  with 
an  interesting  Sabbath -school,  with  prospects  of  much 
greater  growth  and  usefulness. 

This  church  differs  somewhat  from  all  others  in  the 
city,  as  it  does  not  own  the  church  property.  It  is 
held  by  the  Spruce  Street  Mission  Society. 

The  Christian  Union  Church,  New  Bedford,  was 
organized  about  the  1st  of  January,  1876,  worshiping 
in  a  hall  for  one  year,  nt  which  time  they  had  com- 
pleted a  house  of  worship  on  High  Street,  it  being 
dedicated  by  Rev.  Edwin  Burnham  on  the  12th  day 
of  January.  The  church  bos  from  the  first  organiza- 
tion numbered  about  sixty,  some  being  added  and 
some  leaving.  Only  four  deaths  have  occurred  in  the 
eight  years  of  time  since  its  first  existence. 

There  is  connected  with  the  church  a  small  Sab- 
bath-school, numbering  about  forty  to  fifty  scholars, 
yet  in  a  good  healthy  condition. 

The  creed  of  the  church  is  the  Bible  only.  Its 
mode  of  baptism  is  immersion.  Its  test  of  fellowship 
is  Christian  character,  o|tcn  communion  to  all  Chris- 
tians, or,  as  its  name  indicates,  union  with  all  true 
Christians. 

Its  mode  of  government  is  adopted  from  Matt, 
xviii.,  accepting  no  human  forms.  Ita  bond  of  union 
is  Christian  love,  allowing  all  or  any  members  to  leave 
when  they  cease  to  love,  and  return  on  the  same 
principles. 

The  faith  of  the  future  is  "  that  the  vsnyu  of  tin  ia 
«  ,-"  "  the  gift  of  Ood  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus 
Christ." 

The  Universalis  Church.'—  The  present  house  of 
worship  on  William  Street  is  the  second  house  that 
has  been  built  in  New  Bedford.  The  first  house  was 
erected  in  1836,  and  stands  on  the  southeast  corner  of 
Fifth  and  School  Streets.  In  this  house  the  Univer- 
salists  held  public  worship  for  about  twelve  years, 
and  had  for  regular  pastors  John  M.  Spear,  O.  T. 
Farnsworth,  and  S.  S.  Fletcher,  who  were  very  good 
preachers.  In  1849  the  society,  having  bent  we  much 
involved  in  debt,  sold  their  house  to  the  Catholics, 
since  which  it  has  been  known  as  the  St.  Mary'H 
Church. 

In  1851  some  of  the  Uni  versalists  of  the  old  church, 
with  others  who  had  come  to  New  Bedford  within  a 
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few  years,  who  felt  the  need  of  worshiping  Ood  and 
promulgating  the  doctrines  of  Univcraalism,  came  to- 
gether and  secured  the  services  of  the  then  Rev. 
Hiram  Van  Campen, and  held  religious  worship  each 
Sabbath-day  in  a  small  hall  (Sears'  Hall  it  was  called) 
on  Cheapside,  nearly  opposite  and  in  front  of  the 
City  Hall.  Here  Mr.  Van  Campen  preached  for 
several  years,  and  tho  congregation  grew  and  in- 
creased. In  1854  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stevenson  was  em- 
ployed, and  under  his  ministry,  with  the  good  seed 
sown  by  Mr.  Van  Campen,  the  people  resolved  to 
have  a  house  of  worship,  and  in  August,  1856,  the 
present  house  was  completed  and  dedicated,  and 
since  which  time  public  worship  has  been  regularly 
held,  with  a  few  slight  intermissions  in  the  change  of 
pastors.  The  pastors  have  been  the  Revs.  B.  V.  Ste- 
venson, J.  J.  Twiss.  T.  O.St.  John,  8.  L.  Rosepaugh, 
George  W.  Skinner,  L  C.  Knowlton,  C.  B.  Lombard, 
J.  H.  Farnesworth,  William  C.  8tiles,  and  G.  F. 
Flanders,  D.D. ;  the  last  named  is  the  present  pastor. 
Mr.  Flanders  is  a  very  able,  learned,  and  eloquent 
preacher,  and  under  his  ministry  the  society  is  in  an 
excellent  condition. 

John  P.  KnowlesrG.  L.  Barney,  Benjamin  Alsey, 
Mr.  Van  Campen,  John  M.  Foster,  Benjamin  F. 
Browncll,  and  others  now  dead  have  been  the  most 
prominent  citizens  and  supporters  of  this  church  in 
the  post,  and  still  live  and  are  interested  in  the  soci- 
ety. New  members  have  joined,  such  as  John  P. 
Knowles,  Jr.,  H.  M.  Knowlton,  A.  O.  Walker,  and 
others,  with  many  excellent  ladies,  and  these  all  are 
the  friends  and  supporters  of  the  society.  It  is  but 
simple  justice  to  say  that  during  all  the  past  litis 
church  has  maintained  the  doctrines  of  the  early 
founders  of  Universalism  in  America,  and  fervently 
adhere  to  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Uni  versal- 
ist  denomination. 

It  has  always  aided  in  tho  works  of  charity,  love, 
and  temperance  in  this  community,  and  sought  to 
elevate  man.  It  practices  the  exact  fatherhood  of 
God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man,  upon  which  basis 
alone  comes  all  the  workings  of  the  true  good  spirit 
in  man. 

Society  of  Friends.— Meetings  were  first  held  in 
the  village  of  Bedford  in  1772;  but  we  learn  that 
they  were  held  at  the  Head  of  the  River  as  early  as 
1725,  and  a  portion  of  the  meeting-house  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Friends  there  was  built  in  1727. 

They  first  met  hero  in  a  school-house  which  stood 
upon  a  rock  just  east  of  the  northeast  corner  of  School 
and  Third  Streets.  This  was  the  only  place  of  wor- 
ship in  the  village  for  some  years.  Their  first  house 
was  built  in  1786,  on  8pring  8treet. 

These  comprise  most  of  the  early  Friends:  Joseph 
Rotch  and  his  son  William  Rotch,  Sr.;  Joseph  Rus- 
sell, who  owned  the  principal  portion  of  the  place 
MUtll  of  Elm  Street;  William  Russell,  who  emigrated 
from  Nantucket  and  lived  to  a  very  advanced  age, 
being  nearly  a  hundred  years  old  at  hi*  death ;  he 
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built  the  fourth  house  in  the  village;  Seth  Russell, 
the  father  of  Seth  and  Charlea  Bute  til,  whose  resi- 
dence waa  on  the  west  side  of  Water  Street ;  Benjamin 
Tabcr,  grandfather  of  William  C.  Taber,  who  built 
one  of  the  three  first  houses  in  the  village;  Joseph 
Austin,  the  first  hatter;  Matthew  Howland,  father  of 
George  Howland,  deceased;  and  Daniel  Ricketeon, 
father  of  Joseph  Ricketeon,  who  was  for  many  years 
cashier  of  the  Commercial  Bank. 

Subsequently  we  find  as  members  the  following  dis- 
tinguished citizens:  Abraham  Smith.  William  Rotch, 
Jr.,  and  his  brother  Thomas,  Samuel  Rodman,  Thomas 
Hazard,  Elisha  Thornton,  John  Howland,  father  of 
Capt,  James  Howland,  Humphrey  Russell,  William 
8awyer  Wall,  father  of  William  A.  Wall,  the  cele- 
brated artist  of  this  city,  and  Cornelius  Howland. 

The  preachers  of  whom  we  have  knowledge  are 
Thomas  Rotch,  James  Davis,  Elisha  Thornton,  Job 
Chaloner,  Lydia  Rotch,  afterwards  dean,  Mary  Card, 
Deborah  Otis,  and  Joseph  Davis.  The  above  persons 
are  deceased.  There  are  still  living  Susan,  Rhoda, 
and  Rachel  Howland,  Susan  R.  Smith,  Mary  Shove, 
Rhoda  H.  Taber,  Josiah  Holmes,  Jr. 

The  first  clerk  of  whom  we  have  any  information 
is  Caleb  Greene.  He  was  succeeded  by  Abraham 
Sherman,  Jr.,  who  held  the  post  twenty-six  years. 
The  next  was  William  C.  Taber,  who  officiated  nine- 
teen years;  after  him  Charles  R.  Tucker  and  Mat- 
thew Howland  served  a  short  time,  when  he  was 
again  chosen,  and  is  at  present  acting  in  that  ca- 
pacity. 

The  former  elders  of  the  society  were  Caleb  Greene, 
William  Rotch,  William  Rotch,  Jr.,  Francia  Taber, 
Barnabas  Taber,  and  Abraham  Sherman,  Jr.,  W.  C. 
Taber,  W.  P.  Howland,  Charlea  R.  Tucker,  Matthew 
Howland,  and  Seth  K.  Akin. 

The  present  meeting-house  is  on  Spring  Street,  be- 
tween Sixth  and  Seventh. 

Josiah  Holmes,  Jr.,  Rachel  S.  Howland,  William 
Thompson,  Ruth  S.  Murray,  Rebecca  H.  Smiley, 
ministers;  William  0.  Taber,  Matthew  Howland, 
Seth  K.  Akin,  Betsey  P.  Wood,  Sarah  H.  Anthony, 
Deborah  Wing,  Mary  A.  Smith,  Anna  G.  Wood, 
Susan  T.  Thompson,  elders.  While  Friends  have 
their  recognized  or  recorded  ministers,  they  do  not 
hold  the  pastoral  relation  as  it  exists  in  other  re- 
ligious organizations. 

The  Seamen's  Bethel— The  first  meeting  to  take 
into  consideration  the  expediency  of  forming  a  society 
to  promote  the  interests  of  seamen  was  held  at  the 
Merchants'  Insurance  office,  May  17, 1830.  8tephen 
Merihew  was  chosen  chairman,  and  H.  G.  O.  Colby 
secretary.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  S.  8. 
8inith,  8.  J.  8.  Vose,  and  J.  F.  Emerson,  drew  up  a 
constitution,  which  was  adopted  at  the  same  meeting. 

Jan.  28,  1881,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  IS. 
Rodman,  T.  Ridded,  and  W.  0.  Nye,  reported  in 
favor  of  building  a  chapel  for  mariners.  In  May 
following  a  house  and  lot  on  what  is 


Bethel  Street  was  purchaaed  of  Mary  Rotch  for  four- 
teen hundred  dollars.  At  the  first  annual  meeting 
of  the  society,  held  June  7,  1831,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  form  of  worship  should  be  perfectly  unsectarian, 
and  that  all  denominations  should  have  the  privilege 
of  supplying  the  pulpit. 

Services  were  first  conducted  in  the  old  Town  Hall 
every  Sunday  morning,  each  of  the  clergymen  in  the 
place  officiating  in  turn.  The  first  meeting  was  held 
Sunday,  July  31,  1831.  About  tills  time  the  house 
which  bad  been  purchased  was  moved  to  the  south 
part  of  the  lot,  and  a  chapel,  forty-five  by  forty  feet, 
was  built  by  Mr.  Shaw  from  Bristol,  R.  I.,  under  the 
direction  of  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Samuel 
Rodman,  Jr.,  T.  Riddell,  and  W.  W.  Swain. 

The  lint  chaplain  was  tlie  Rev.  Enoch  Mudge,  who 
commenced  his  labors  April  27,  1882.  May  4th  the 
society  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  General  Court. 
Rev.  Mr.  Mudge  resigned  in  July,  1844,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  Mosee  How,  who  remained  fifteen 
years.  The  present  efficient  chaplaiu,  Rev.  James  D. 
Butler,  was  his  successor.  Mr.  Butler  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  chaplain  and  agent  April  15,  1851),  and  re- 
mained until  1863,  when  he  resigned  and  became 
pastor  of  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Paw- 
tucket,  K  I.,  and  was  subsequently  pastor  at  New 
London.  In  1870  he  returned  to  New  Bedford,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Butler  has  now  served  the 
New  Bedford  Port  Society  seventeen  years,  and  his 
service  has  not  only  been  a  long  one  but  an  honor- 
able one.  A  writer,  in  speaking  of  him,  says,  "  As 
a  laborer  he  ranks  high  in  his  denomination.  His 
piety  is  of  no  ordinary  cast,  and  he  is  diligent  and 
persevering  in  all  his  duties." 

Rev.  Samuel  Fos  succeeded  Mr.  Butler  in  1863,  and 
remained  until  1869. 

In  March,  1866,  the  Bethel  was  partially  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  burnt  portion  was  immediately  rebuilt, 
and  the  whole  edifice  thoroughly  repaired.  July  26, 
1867,  the  church  was  reopened  witli  appropriate  ex- 
ercises.   A  sermon  was  preached  on  the  occasion  by 

The  present  officers  of  the  Port  Society  are  as  fol- 
lows: Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  president;  Wil- 
liam Phillips,  Jireh  Swift,  vice-presidents ;  James 
Taylor,  recording  secretary  ;  James  D.  Butler,  cor- 
responding secretary;  Gideon  B.  Wright,  treasurer; 
Rev.  James  D.  Butler,  chaplain ;  Joseph  C.  Delano, 
Alexander  II.  Seabury,  George  B.  Richmond,  Oliver 
Preset  at  Edward  D.  Mandcll,  C.  B.  H.  Fcasendcu, 
Abram  T.  Eddy,  Edmund  Rodman,  Samuel  II.  Cook, 
Henry  T.  Wood,  F.  A.  Washburn,  George  F.  Bart- 
lett,  Matthew  Howland,  Timothy  D.  Cook,  George  R. 
Phillips,  J  oh  u  F.  Tucker,  Benjamin  Anthony,  James 
E.  Stanton,  Benjamin  T.  Ciimmings,  William  R. 
Wing,  John  P.  Knowles,  Jr.,  Louni  Suow,  board  of 
managers. 

St  Lawrence  Roman  Catholic  Choroh  —  The 
of  this  church  was  Rev.  Father  Lavasey, 
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who  built  the  first  church  edifice  on  Allan  Street  in 
1820,  nt  a  cost  of  eight  hundred  dollars.  In  184!)  the 
house  was  sold,  and  the  Univcrsnlist  Church  comer 
Fifth  and  School  Streets  wan  purchased.  This  was 
occupied  until  the  completion  of  their  present  church 
edifice  in  1870,  when  the  name  of  the  church  was 
changed  to  St,  Lawrence,  it  having  previously  been 
called  St.  Mary.  St.  Mary's  Church  is  now  used  for 
children's  mass  and  Sunday-school.  The  present  pas- 
tor is  the  Rev.  Hugh  J.  Smyth,  assisted  by  Rev.  Owen 
Kiernem. 

The  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  is  located  on 
Ashland  8lreet,  corner  of  Robeson,  and  Rev.  George 
Pager  is  pastor. 

St  John  Baptist  Portuguese  is  located  on 
Wing  Street,  corner  Fifth.  Rev.  Antonio  M.  Freitas 
is  the  present  pastor. 

Howland  Chapel— This  chapel  was  erected  in 
1870  by  Matthew  Howland  as  a  place  of  worship  for 
the  operatives  and  others  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Warn- 
sutta  Mills,  who  were  destitute  of  a  houso  of  wor- 
ship. In  the  summer  of  that  year  Mr.  Howland  pur- 
chased a  lot  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Purchase  Street, 
and  immediately  commcuced  the  erection  of  the 
chapel,  which  is  thirty-six  feet  by  fifty-five  feet  in 
sire. 

It  was  completed  and  furnished  at  an  expense  of 
little  over  seven  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  sum 
was  paid  by  Mr.  Howland.  The  chapel  was  dedi- 
cated Jan.  13,  1871,  and  on  the  following  Sabbath  a 
school  was  opened  under  the  superintendence  of 
Henry  T.  Wood,  of  this  city,  and  in  the  evening  relig- 
ious services  were  held  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  in- 
clined to  come,  it  being  distinctly  understood  there 
was  no  tax  to  be  levied  or  contribution  called  for  or 
sectarianism  to  be  exercised.  It  was  remarked  in  one 
of  the  newspapers  at  the  time  that  "  the  chapel  was 
completely  filled  with  people,  who  showed  a  marked 
interest  in  the  exercises  of  the  evening."  In  a  short 
address  on  the  occasion,  Mr.  Howland  said  that  the 
erection  of  the  chapel  had  not  been  from  any  selfish 
e,  but  to  furnish  a  comfortable  and  agreeable 
for  those  who  felt  destitute  of  a  place  of  wor- 
ship in  this  part  of  the  city  to  come  and  listen  to  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  and  be  taught  the  simple 
truths  of  the  Bible. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  school,  twelve  years 
ago,  it  has  been  kept  up  without  omission,  most  of 
the  time  under  the  faithful  and  efficient  superintend- 
ence of  II.  T.  Wood,  who  resigned  about  a  year  since, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Robert  1).  Tuber.  The  average 
attendance  of  the  school  has  ranged  from  one  hundred 
and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  expenses  connected  with  the  chapel  since  its 
erection,  such  as  warming,  lighting,  salary  of  sex- 
ton, fuel,  etc.,  have  been  paid  by  Mr.  Howland. 
Many  of  the  small  expenses  connected  with  the  school 
have  been  paid  by  little  contributions  from  the  chil- 
dren.  The  school  has  also  quite  a  good  library. 


The  Second  Advent  Chnreh.— The  first  meetings 
of  this  sect  in  New  Bedford  were  held  in  1840,  by 
William  Miller,  of  New  York,  and  among  its  early 
supporters  here  were  Francis  Whitton,  Ellery  Rec- 
ords, Henry  V.  Davis,  William  B.  King,  William 
Giflbrd,  Stephen  D.  Jordan,  Dr.  Baker,  Asa  Coombs, 
Curtis  Gammons,  Pardon  Potter,  James  Baxter,  Hat- 
til  Kelley,  Jeremiah  Tripp,  John  F:  Vinal.and  John 
Gammons. 

The  first  settled  pastor  was  Elder  Joseph  Turner. 
Thechurch  is  located  on  Kempton  Street. nearCounty. 
E.  E.  Church,  Phineas  White,  deacons;  Phineas 
White,  Benjamin  Irish,  William  B.  Hambly,  Ezra 
Wing,  William  B.  King,  George  W.  Maker,  E.  E. 
Church,  Frederick  Stanton,  James  G.  Harding, 
church  and  finance  committee;  James  G.  Harding, 
clerk  and  treasurer. 

There  is  also  a  Union  Church  located  at  Allen'a 
Corner,  Plainvitle  j  Olivet  Chapel,  on  Acushnet  Av- 
enue, corner  of  Blackmer;  Rockdale  Union  Free 
Chapel  Association,  organized  March  19,  1873 ;  and 
Missionary  Chapel,  South  Water  Street,  corner  of 
Leonard. 

Extinct  Churches.— The  following  churches  are 
extinct: 

The  Pacific  Church. — This  church  was  organ- 
ized Oct.  8,  1844,  with  the  following  persons;  Perry 
G  Macomber  and  wife,  8amuel  Bennett  and  wife, 
Ebenezer  Rider,  John  W.  Tripp  and  wife,  George 
Perry  and  wife,  John  S.  Holmes,  Mrs.  8usan  Perry, 
Laban  Thatcher,  Sarah  Allen,  Hannah  Chase,  Fanny 
Thomas,  8arah  Slocum,  Sarah  Cobb,  Rebecca  Albert, 
Thankful  Hawca,  Almira  Ellis,  Abby  Copeland,  Susan 
Vincent,  and  Betsey  Holmes. 

October  13th,  Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes  and  wife,  Jon- 
athan Wheeler  and  wife,  Seth  C.  Nichols,  Eliphalet 
Daggett,  Esther  Sowle,  and  others  were  received  into 
the  church. 

Sabbath  afternoon,  November  3d,  the  following 
persons  were  admitted  to  membership  by  letter:  I. 
H.  Bartlett,  Joseph  8eabury  and  wife,  Deborah  C. 
Bartlett,  and  Miss  Abby  Jane  Clapp.  November  4th, 
Perry  G.  Macomber  and  Jonathan  Wheeler  were 
chosen  deacons. 

The  pastors  were  as  follows:  Revs.  Sylvester 
Holmes,  Mr.  Colburn,  Timothy  Stowe,  Bernard  Paine, 
T.  C.  Jerome,  I.  L.  Harris,  and  Rev.  C.  J.  K.  Jones. 

The  church  disbanded  April  17,  1878,  tbe  member- 
ship of  nearly  one  hundred  going  to  North  Congre- 
gational Church  and  Unitarian  Church,  almost  en- 
tirely to  the  former. 

The  church  property  was  sold  to  the  Second  Ad- 
venlista. 

Third  Chrirtian  Church.— This  church  was 
organized  in  1826.  It  was  known  as  the  African 
Christian  until  1840,  when  the  name  was  changed  to 
Third  Christian.  The  house  of  worship  was  on 
Middle  Street,  and  was  dedicated  June  24.  1830; 
sermon  by  Elder  William  Quinn.   8hortly  after  the 
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to  the  Christian  connection. 
The  name*  of  those  constituting  the  church  were 
John  Christopher,  Joseph  Aotone,  N.  Anderson, 
Moses  Sheperd,  Samuel  Wilson,  Charles  It.  Cook, 
Samuel  Richards,  Ruth  Johnson,  Dinah  Farmer, 
Rebecca  Bailey,  Sally  Antone,  Margaret  Sheperd, 
Catharine  Dixon,  Jane  Fute,  Avis  Williams,  Char- 
lotte Cook,  and  Abby  Christopher. 

The  following  were  the  pastors :  Rev.  Messrs.  Wash- 
ington Christian,  Jacob  Perry,  Isaac  Smith,  Luke  Wal- 
n,  Haves,  Anthony,  Hensou,  Francis,  Sunrise,  Be- 
and  J.  B.  Smith. 
To  meet  the  expenses  of  repairs  the  property  was 
mortgaged  to  the  Five  Cents  Savings-Bank,  which 
foreclosed  the  mortgage  in  1859,  and  the  church  be- 
came extinct.  During  the  latter  part  of  ita  existence 
it  was  known  as  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church. 

Cannonvillk  Union  Church  was  organized 
through  the  effort*  of  Messrs.  Edward  S.  Cannon, 
Charles  Cannon,  W.  H.  Sturtevant,  Ellis  Bartlett, 
Isaac  Bolles,  and  George  W.  Hathaway.  A  house  of 
worship  was  built  by  William  Wilcox,  costing  one 
thousand  dollars,  of  which  sum  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  was  raised  by  Messrs.  Cannon.  It  was 
dedicated  Dec.  9,  1841,  sermon  by  Rev.  G.  F.  Pool. 
In  the  spring  of  1842  a  church  was  formed,  having  a 
membership  of  forty-two. 

The  first  settled  pastor  was  Rev.  Edward  H.  Hat- 
field, whose  ministry  began  in  1849.  He  continued 
only  six  months ;  supplies  were  then  procured  until 
the  next  session  of  Conference,  when  Rev.  Charles 
Noble  was  sent  to  the  church.  After  a  year's  service 
be  gave  up  the  keys  to  Mr.  Cannon,  and  Conference 
relinquished  the  station.  Mr.  Cannon  then  employed 
Rev.  W.  H.  Sturtevant,  paying  him  his  salary  out  of 
his  own  pocket.  In  April,  1852,  Rev.  Mr.  Tripp,  a 
Baptist  clergyman,  took  charge,  and  remained  until 
the  February  following.  Mr.  Edward  S.  Cannon  was 
the  mainspring  of  this  church. 

The  Centre  Chubch  was  organized  Feb.  12, 
1846.  The  following  were  some  or  the  original  mem- 
bers :  James  H.  Collins,  William  H.  Stowell,  Isaac 
Bly,  David  Haley,  Prentiss  W.  Cobb,  Benjamin  G. 
Wilson,  Robert  Luscomb,  William  Bly,  Ruth  Bly, 
Deborah  Simmons,  and  Eliza  Ttibbs. 

It  was  at  first  attempted  to  form  a  church  of  the 
Christian  denomination,  but  the  clergymen  invited  to 
do  this  declining,  invitations  were  extended  to  Rev. 
Messrs.  Ephraim  Peabody,  Davis,  and  E  B.  Hall,  of 
Providence,  by  whom  the  society  was  organized. 
Rev.  Charles 'Morgridge  was  the  first  pastor;  he 
preached  until  March,  1845.  The  next  was  Rev. 
Jonathan  Brown,  of  Naples,  N.  Y.,  who  officiated 
about  three  years  without  much  success.  The  church 
then  voted  not  to  employ  any  but  Unitarian  minis- 
ton.  In  October,  1848,  Rev.  Moses  G.  Thomas  was 
installed.  His  pastorship  continued  until  1854,  when 
the  financial  affairs  of  the  church  became  so  full  of 
:  that  it  was  voted  to 


The  Mount  Pleasant  Church  owed  ita  origin 
to  Noah  Tripp  and  some  twenty-two  others  from  the  ' 
Pleasant  8treet  Church.  Tho  house  was  built  iu 
1852.  In  tho  commencement  it  was  proposed  to 
make  it  free  to  all  denominations,  but  it  was  after- 
wards deemed  necessary  to  organize  as  a  Methodist 
Church,  which  was  done  April  19,  1864.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  E.  W.  Dunbar.  He  was  followed 
by  Rev.  Messrs.  Gavitt,  Hinks,  Worthing,  and  Ham- 
len,  who  preached  a  year  each.  The  house  was  then 
sold  to  the  Baptists,  who  held  services  but  a  short 
time. 


CHAPTER  XI. 
NEW  BEDFORD.— {&>«<i«n«cf.) 


Tl.a  Madlar,  or  Naw  Hadferd  Marlua  Journal  Tho 
8lan.Unl-Tua  Whalanau'a  8klpt*oaj-Uat-Tua  Maw  Uadbrd  Wgul 
— Naawrou*  ulnar  N»w»|«j>«r»— Mesas'  Acadauj — Vn<»  I'uWIc  II- 
brsrj — Tha  National  Bank  of  OosuiBrrca — Tlta  Uarclianta'  Nativual 
Bauk— Tha  Machanlca'  Kallonal  Uank—  Tiia  Ural  National  Uauk— 
Tba  Clllsaua'  National  Qank  —  IuaUlnlfcon  for  Savluga  — KlTa-Caut 
SaTllifa- flank  —  Water* Worka  — Naw  Uadkrd  and  Valrliatail  Ulna* 
Railway  — PoaMMnca  —  WanuuiUa  Mllla—  l-utaiuaka  Mllla—  Orlnoall 
stilla  -  Ouauold  Mllla,  rt«  -  Maaoalc-Star  In  tl 
Ouaptar  R.  A.  M.-Satlou 


The  first  paper  published  in  New  Iledford  was  The 
Medley,  or  New  Bedford  Marine  Journal,  the  first  I 
ber  of  which  was  issued  Nov.  27,  1792,  "  printed  i 
published  by  John  Spooner,  at  his  office  near  Rotch's 
wharf."  It  was  a  small  sixteeu-columu  sheet.  Tho 
first  number  contained  uews  from  Italy,  France,  and 
England,  and  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Second  Congress  of  "  Confederated  America."  John 
Spooner  notifies  the  inhabitants  that  "  he  has  just  re- 
ceived from  New  Londou  and  for  sale  the  following 
books."  In  the  list  were  "Watts'  Hymns,"  "  Pen- 
ning'* Speiling-Book,"  "  Vicar  of  Wakefield,"  "  Sea- 
men's Journals,"  "  Adventures  of  Gil  Bias,"  "  Fauny, 
or  the  Happy  Remittance,"  etc.  He  also  advertise* 
for  sale  Dutch  quills,  wafers,  etc.,  and  will  take 
"cash  or  any  of  the  above  books  given  in  exchungu 
for  clean  cotton  or  linen  rags,  old  sail-cloth,  or  junk." 

Caleb  Green  advertises  "  Books  and  book-binding," 
while  William  Rotch,  Jr.,  "Respectfully  informs  his 
Customers  and  Friends  he  has  for  sale  wholesale  and 
retail,  at  hi*  store  in  New  Bedford,  sail-cloth,  course 
and  fine  sheetings,  pork  and  milt,  l'hiludelphia  and 
Russia  bar-iron,  painU,  etc." 

The  brig  "  Mary"  is  advertised  to  sail  for  Havre  de 
Grace,  Cornelius  Grinnell,  master;  and  the  sloop 
"  Mayflower,"  Gibbs  West,  master,  for  New  York  and 
Chesapeake. 

The  New  Bedford  Mercury,  a  weekly  newspaper,  was 
in  1807  by  Benjamin  Lindsey,  who  had 
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previously  worked  ns  compositor  and  foreman  in  the 
printing-office  of  the  Palladium  in  Boston.  It  mi  a 
Rinnll  sheet  of  sixteen  columns,  printed  "on  good 
pnper  and  in  fair  type,"  the  subscription  price  two 
dollars,  exclusive  of  pontage,  and  "payable  half- 
yearly  in  advance."  In  hi"  address  to  the  public 
the  editor  says,  *'  It  is  our  with  and  Intention  to  pub- 
lish a  useful  and,  as  far  aa  our  resources  will  permit, 
an  entertaining  journal,  embracing  all  those  objects 
which  properly  fall  within  its  scope,  etc.  ...  In 
politics  we  shall  adopt  the  truly  republican  principles 
of  Washington's  *  Farewoll  Address,'  convinced  that 
all  Americans  are  alike  interested  in  their  support. 
Thus  doing,  we  shall 

•"  Nothing  wlMMMlS, 

The  first  issue  contains  "  very  late  foreign  news" 
(for  those  ante-clipper-ship,  ante-steam-power,  and 
ante-telegraph  times),  a  proclamation  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  various  local  advertisements  by  Abra- 
ham Sherman,  Peter  Barney  A  Son,  and  Russell, 
Thornton  A  Co.  In  the  second  number  is  an  adver- 
tisement of  a  new  line  of  stages  between  New  Bed- 
ford and  Boston,  announcing  that  the  "stage  will 
start  from  Crocker's  tavern  in  New  Bedford  at  sun- 
rise on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  and  ar- 
rive at  Boston  at  three  o'clock  p.m." 

The  founder  of  the  Mercury  conducted  it  alone  till 
182G,  when  his  son,  Benjamin  Lindsey,  Jr.,  was  asso- 
ciated with  him.  In  1881  they  started  the  Daily  Mer- 
cury (the  first  daily  established  in  New  Bedford),  and 
thesenior  proprietor  soon  after  retiring,  the  entire  man- 
agement devolved  utMin  the  son,  who  published  it  till 
July  16,  1861,  when,  having  been  appointed  United 
Slates  consul  at  St  Catharine's,  Brazil,  he  sold  the 
newspaper  establishment  to  C.  B.  H.  Fessenden  and 
William  O.  Baker. 

The  Mercury,  under  Mr.  Lindsey's  management, 
grew  in  importance  and  value,  was  edited  with  abil- 
ity, and  for  many  yeari  enjoyed  a  wide  circulation. 
For  a  long  time  it  had  no  competitor,  there  being 
then  no  evening  paper,  and  its  close  attention  to  the 
fullness  and  accuracy  of  its  ship  news  secured  for  it  a 
generous  list  of  subscribers. 

Fessenden  A  Baker  took  charge  of  the  paper  upon 
the  very  eve  of  the  late  civil  war.  It  was  not  an 
auspicious  lime  for  such  an  undertaking  by  men  of 
limited  pecuniary  means  and  unacquainted  with  the 
details  of  newspaper  business.  But  the  new  proprie- 
tors bad  a  decided  taste  for,  journalism,  and  lost  noth- 
ing in  reputation,  if  they  gained  nothing  in  money,  by 
the  venture.  The  character  of  the  paper  did  not 
suffer  by  the  transfer.  It  honestly  and  heartily  sup- 
ported the  Republican  administration  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  and  afterwards  in  the  great  work  of 
reconstruction.  It  advocated  at  an  early  day  the 
arming  of  the  enslaved  negroes  and  their  emancipa- 
tion, one  of  its  editorials  having  the  caption,  "  We 


must  fight  them  or  free  them."  In  the  darkest  daya 
of  the  Rebellion  its  leading  articles  were  cheery  and 
hopeful,  prophesying  progress  through  a  big  disaster, 
and  showing  unbounded  confidence  in  the  final  tri- 
umph of  the  nation.  Even  beyond  the  circumscribed 
1  limits  of  its  circulation  it  exerted  a  healthful  and 
conservative  influence,  for  its  columns  were  scrupu- 
lously kept  free  from  anything  that  would  offend 
good  taste  or  injure  public  or  private  morals,  and 
it  was  vigorous  in  its  advocacy  of  all  real  reform. 
It  was  persistent  in  urging  the  introduction  of  pure 
water  into  New  Bedford  as  a  sanitary  and  economic 
measure,  and  the  supplementing  of  the  loss  to  the 
city  from  the  Inevitable  decline  of  the  whale  fish- 
ery by  the  increase  of  manufactures,  both  which 
have  gradually  come  to  pass. 

May  1,  1876,  the  Mercury  passed  by  purchase  into 
the  hands  of  the  present  proprietors,  Messrs.  Stephen 
W.  Booth,  Warren  E.  Chase,  and  William  L.  Sayer, 
who  now,  under  the  style  of  the  Mercury  Publishing 
Company,  conduct  it.  Mr.  Booth  had  for  years  been 
in  the  employ  of  Fessenden  A  Baker  aa  clerk  and 
then  business  manager.  Mr.  Chase  had  large  expe- 
rience and  skill  as  a  compositor,  and  Mr.  Sayer  had 
graduated  with  honor  from  the  Mercury  office  as  re- 
porter. Young,  hopeful,  intelligent,  industrious,  and 
determined  to  succeed,  they  have  kept  up  the  tone  of 
the  paper,  and  in  many  respects  improved  its  appear- 
ance. Republican  in  principle,  it  is  independent  of 
party,  its  editor,  Mr.  Sayer,  approving  or  condemning 
measures  without  regard  to  their  party  origin  or  sup- 
port The  paper  is  losing  nothing  of  vigor  in  its  old 
age,  keeps  up  with  the  current  of  opinion  on  matters  of 
public  concern,  is  breezy  with  local  news,  and  prom- 
ises to  grow  and  prosper  with  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  city,  because  it  supplied  a  public  need. 

The  Old  Colony  Gazette  was  started  in  October,  1808. 
In  1811  the  name  was  changed  to  the  New  Bedfonl 
Gazette,  and  again  in  1812  to  The  Britlol  Gazette,  when 
it  was  removed  to  Fairhaven.  It  was  discontinued 
July  10,  1813.  Billings  A  Tucker  and  David  Mollis 
had  charge  of  it  in  1810,  afterwards  Joseph  Oleason, 
Jr.,  until  Feb.  5,  1813,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Paul  Taber. 

The  Nets  Bedford  Courier  was  established  June  12,  , 
1827,  by  Benjamin  T.  Congdon.    In  1833  the  words  1 
Weekly  Lyceum  were  added  to  tho  title.    In  the  fol-  > 
lowing  year  the  Workingtnen't  Pre**,  a  paper  first 
issued  in  May,  1832,  was  united  with  the  Courier. 
The  first  number  of  the  consolidated  sheets  appeared 
Fob.  26,  1884,  under  the  management  of  Harris  A 
Borroughs,  to  whom  Mr.  Congdon  had  transferrer!  his 
interest  in  the  paper.   After  tho  publication  of  the 
second  or  third  number  the  paper  again  passed  into 
his  hands,  and  was  continued  by  him  under  the  same 
title,  New  Bedford  Weekly  Courier  and  Workingmm'i 
Pre**,  till  July  2,  1834,'  when  he  sold  it  to  J.  George 
Harris  and  Charles  W.  Rexford,  who  changed  the 
title  to  Mil  Bedford  Gazette  and  WeeUy  Courier,  and 
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published  it  in  connection  with  the  Daily  Gazette  until 
November  Sd  of  the  same  year,  when  the  partnership 
was  dissolved  by  the  withdrawal  or  Rex  ford.  Mr. 
Harris  edited  the  paper  until  1848.  In  1888  the 
name  was  again  changed  to  The  New  Bedford  Weekly 
Advocate,  but  neither  this  paper  nor  the  Daily  Gazette, 
which  was  established  in  1833,  and  edited  by  Harris  & 
Rexford  and  J.  George  Harris,  were  published  in  1839.' 

Mr.  Harris  is  now  a  retired  pay  director  in  the 
navy,  residing  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  with  summer 
residence  at  New  London,  Conn. 

The  Remitter,  daily  and  weekly,  was  published  by 
William  Canfteld  in  1839;  Morning  Regitter  and  New 
Bedford  Reguter,  by  Canfleld  &  Andre*,  in  1841 ; 
Evening  Reguter  and  New  Bedford  Reguter,  by  Wil- 
liam Young,  in  1846. 

The  Daily  Evening  Bulletin  and  Semi-  Weekly  Bulle- 
tin were  started  in  1842,  edited  by  William  Eddy  in 
1843,  by  Charles  T.  Congdon  in  1844,  and  by  Henry 
Tilden  in  1846-46. 

During  1846  the  evening  paper  was  published  tri- 
weekly, and  the  name  of  the  weekly  changed  to  The 
Weekly  Bulletin  and  Advocate. 

The  Seaman" $  Reporter  and  Family  Vuitor,  after- 
wards The  New  Bedford  Reporter  and  Whalemen' i 
Weekly  Vuitor,  edited  by  Joseph  H.  Smith,  appeared 
in  July,  1844.  He  was  succeeded,  in  1849,  by  Charles 
H.  Kingsford.  In  connection  with  the  weekly  Mr. 
Smith  also  published  from  July  2,  1847,  a  semi- 
weekly  called  the  New  Bedford  Reporter  and  Semi- 
Weekly  Democrat.  Kingsford  afterwards  issued  an 
octavo  sheet,  made  up  of  advertisements  and  circu- 
lated gratuitously. 

The  Daily  Evening  Standard  was  first  issued  on  Fri- 
day, Feb.  16,  I860,  and  was  a  sheet  nineteen  by 
twenty-seven  inches  in  site.  The  field  had  long  been 
occupied  by  the  Mercury,  and  many  attempts  to  es- 
tablish rival  newspapers  had  failed.  Mr.  Edmund 
Anthony,  the  originator  of  the  Standard,  was  a  native 
of  Swansea,  and  for  some  years  carried  on  the  print- 
ing business  in  Taunton,  where  he  founded  the  Tuun- 
ton  Democrat,  now  the  Gazette,  and  its  weekly  edition, 
now  called  the  Houtehold  Gazette.  The  Standard 
rapidly  gained  in  patronage  and  favor,  and  Feb.  6, 
1861,  the  announcement  was  made  that  its  circulation 
in  the  city  of  New  Bedford  was  more  than  that  of  any 
other  paper.  As  a  consequence  the  postal  authorities 
awarded  to  it  the  advertising  of  letters  not  called  for, 
and  the  advertisement  appeared  in  its  columns  for  the 
first  time  April  16th.  The  Standard  ha*  been  en- 
larged several  times,— July  1,  1862,  Feb.  16,  1866, 
June  8,  1864,  Nov.  16,  1866,  Jan.  2,  1871,  and  Oct 
23,  1879,— and  is  now  a  broad  sheet  twenty-five  by 
forty-two  inches.  With  the  extension  of  telegraph 
facilities  at  the  opening  of  the  civil  war  it  became 
advisable  to  print  more  than  one  daily  edition.  The 
hour  of  publication  had  been  three  o'clock.  Another 
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edition  at  3.80  o'clock  first  appeared  June  1, 1861,  and 
was  continued  till  Nov.  7, 1868 ;  another  at  five  o'clock 
appeared  July  6,  1861,  and  is  still  regularly  issued. 
For  a  few  months  at  the  opening  of  the  war  a  morn- 
ing edition  was  printed,  and  for  a  number  of  summers 
previous  to  1870  an  extra  edition  was  published  at 
1.80  o'clock,  in  order  that  it  might  be  circulated  the 
same  day  at  the  great  summer  resort  on  Martha's 
Vineyard.  Increased  means  of  transportation  have 
since  obviated  the  necessity  of  this.  At  one  time  in 
the  course  of  the  war,  from  Sept.  2,  1864,  to  April  16, 
1865,  the  state  of  the  paper  market  was  such  that  the 
proprietors  could  not  obtain  pa|ier  the  exact  size  they 
needed,  and  the  columns  were  temporarily  shortened 
about  half  an  inch.  In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Anthony 
commenced  the  publication  of  the  Springfield  Union, 
and  July  26th  of  that  year  it  was  announced  that  the 
Standard  would  appear  in  the  name  of  E.  Anthony 
&  Sons,  Edmund  Anthony  (Jr.)  and  Benjamin  An- 
thony being  admitted  as  partners.  Mr.  Anthony  dis- 
posed of  his  Springfield  enterprise  in  about  two  years 
and  returned  to  New  Bedford,  where  he  died  Jan.  24, 
1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  The  style  of 
the  firm  continues  as  before,  E.  Anthony  A  Son*. 

The  Republican  Standard  (weekly),  published  on 
Thursdays,  commenced  at  the  same  time  with  the 
daily,  the  first  number  appearing  Feb.  21,  1860,  its 
siso  being  twenty-two  by  thirty-three  inches.  Its 
prosperity  and  progress  have  been  proportionate  to 
that  of  the  Evening  Standard,  and  it  wms  enlarged  Feb. 
16,  1864,  Jan.  8,  1867,  Jan.  6,  1871,  Jau.  4,  1877,  and 
Jan.  4, 1883,  and  it*  size  is  now  thirty-five  by  forty  nine 
inches.  At  the  time  of  enlargement  in  1867  the  quarto 
form  was  adopted.  These  newspapers  are  the  largest 
of  their  respective  classes  south  of  Boston  and  cast 
of  Providence,  and  their  circulation  is  larger  than 
that  of  any  other  papers  in  the  same  section,  the 
regular  issue  of  which  being  between  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  four  thousand  copies.  The 
Evening  Standard  is  mostly  read  in  New  Bedford  and 
within  ten  miles  around.  Its  circulation  in  the  city 
is  about  two  thousand  nine  hundred  copies,  or  one 
for  every  nine  inhabitants,  men,  women,  and  children. 
Three-fourths  or  more  of  the  circulation  of  the  Repub- 
lican Standard  is  in  the  towns  of  Southern  Massachu- 
setts and  Eastern  Rhode  Island,  and  it  is  sent  regu- 
larly to  six  huudrcd  ;  .dices.  The  aim  of  the 
Standard  has  been  from  the  first  to  present  a  thorough 
digest  of  iiews  of  every  description  oil  all  the  current 
topics  of  the  time,  giving  special  prominence  to  de- 
tails of  matters  of  local  interest.  In  politics  it  has 
been  in  affiliation  with  the  Republican  party,  except 
with  regard  to  the  tariff.  The  job-printing  depart- 
ment of  the  office  is  well  organized  and  does  a  large 
business.  Though  inaugurated  on  what  superstition 
has  marked  as  an  unlucky  day,  the  enterprise  has 
been  au  unbroken  success  in  all  respects,  and  has  be- 
come the  largest  priming  establishment  in  Southern 
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The  Whafrman'i  Shipping- Li*t  and  Merrhantt'  Tran- 
trrifU  was  roiinilcil  March  17, 1843,  by  Henry  Lindsey, 
and  conducted  by  him  until  bis  death  in  1853.  It  then 
passed  into  the  hand*  of  Benjamin  Lindsey,  and  was 
owned  by  him  until  1873,  when  it  was  purchased  by  E. 
P.  Raymond,  who  him  since  conducted  it  as  sole  editor 
and  proprietor.  Mr.  Raymond  has  had  the  editorial 
management  of  the  paper  since  1861.  It  is  the  only 
paper  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  and  its  circulation  ex- 
tends to  London,  Dublin,  Glasgow,  Canary  Islands, 
Paris,  China,  St.  Helena,  Barbadocs,  New  Zealand, 
Chili,  Tasmania,  Berlin,  Azores,  etc 

The  New  Bedford  Signal  was  started  Dec.  14,  1878, 
by  George  Robertson  as  editor  and  proprietor.  It 
was  started  as  a  twenty-column  sheet,  but  has  been 
enlarged  to  twenty-four  columns.  It  is  independent, 
"  bound  to  no  sect,  ruled  by  no  party." 

The  New  Bedford  Time*,  a  weekly  paper,  was  edited 
and  published  by  John  Frasier  from  1857  to  1861. 

The  following  papers  were  short-lived  :  The  Chrit- 
tian  Philtmthropiti,  1823,  edited  by  Melcher  and 
Rogers;  The  Ventor ;  The  Record  of  the  Timet,  1830; 
The  Advocate,  commenced  in  1844,  published  by  Henry 
Tilden ;  The  Union,  1857,  by  Henry  Tilden  ;  The  May- 
floreer,  1844;  The  Independent  Pre**,  October,  1848; 
The  Harpoon,  edited  by  William  Miller;  The  Weekly 
Echo,  1849,  edited  by  Moses  Ilrown  ;  The  Whaleman, 
published  weekly  from  1854,  edited  by  William  8. 
Anderson;  The  CUiten.Dec.  1,  1860;  The  City  Hall 
Adeertiter,  1860-61,  and  The  Herald. 

Friends'  Academy.1 — Friends'  Academy,  now  lo- 
cated in  New  Bedford,  west  of  County  Street,  and 
between  Morgan  and  Elm  Streets,  is  a  day  school  for 
teaching  boys  and  girls  the  elements  of  ancient  and 
modern  languages,  of  mathematics,  and  of  natural  and 
moral  sciences,  with  certain  of  their  applications.  Its 
past  of  seventy  years  has  witnessed  many  changes  in 
teachers,  in  pupils,  in  text-books,  in  methods,  in  pros- 
perity, and  in  the  mode  of  realising  the  purpose  of 
its  founders;  but  that  purpose  itself  has  always  been 
kept  in  view.  The  internal  history  of  a  school  which 
has  touched  the  lives  of  two  thousand  pupils  would 
form  an  interesting  contribution  to  pedagogics,  but 
where  obtain  the  data?  Most  adults  remember  as 
little  of  school  life  as  of  infant  life.  The  world 
dwarfs  the  school  by  comparison  in  the  mind  of  the 
grown-up  man.  He  recalls,  at  most,  some  prank  of 
himself  or  his  fellows;  naturally,  he  knows  his  beard 
better  than  his  brain,  whatever  their  relative  import- 
ance. Nor  can  the  laymnn,  to  use  a  Germanism,  see 
that  the  moral  and  natural  sciences,  that  languages, 
even  the  so-called  dead  languages,  that  mathematics 
themselves  have  been  transformed  in  the  last  seventy 
years,  and  that  these  changes  have  been  reacting  in 
the  school.  Thus  it  hap|<ens  that  from  inquiries, 
from  catalogues,  from  reports  one  gets  so  little  that  is 
interesting  or  useful. 
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The  external  history  of  the  academy  we  will  tabu- 
late at  the  end  of  this  brief  article,  and  gain  room  for 
a  glimpse  at  literary  New  Bedford  of  1810,  the  year 
in  which  the  village  that  bad  owed  to  William  Botch 
and  his  associates  the  greater  share  of  its  business 
prosperity  was  to  owe  to  him  and  to  them  its  strongest 
impulse  in  the  direction  of  thought  and  culture. 

Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.,  at  his  book-store  in  "  Four 
Corners,"  offered  for  sale,  among  other  books, "  Frag- 
ments in  Prose  and  Verse,"  by  Elizabeth  Smith; 
"Memoirs  of  Frederick  and  Margaret  Klopstock;" 
Barlow's  *' Colnmbiad  ;"  Beattie's  "  Elements  of 
Moral  Science;"  Stewart's  "  Philosophy  of  the  Hu- 
man Mind ;"  "  Lectures  on  Astronomy,"  by  Margaret 
Bryan;  Ewing's  "Natural  and  Experimental  Phil- 
osophy ;"  Gregory's  "  Letters  on  Taste,  Composition, 
and  Literature;"  Accum's  "Analysis  of  Minerals;" 
Scott's  "  Marmion  f  Dryden's  "  Virgil." 

Cephas  Cushman  "  respectfully  informs  the  public 
in  general  that  he  intends  opening  a  day  and  evening 
school  to  teach  the  art  of  writing." 

Elisha  Thornton  and  his  son,  Daniel  Thornton, 
"  propose  opening  a  school  jointly  on  the  lllh  Inst. 
(December,  1809)  at  the  Friends'  school-house  in  the 
village  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  instruction  of  the 
youth  of  both  sexes,  principally  in  the  higher 
branches  of  literature,  viz.:  English  grammar,  geog- 
raphy, use  of  the  globe,  the  several  branches  of  the 
mathematics,  as  geometry,  surveying,  navigation,  and 
astronomy." 

Among  the  laws  of  New  Bedford  South  School  we 
find  the  following :  "  The  common  branches  of  learn- 
ing to  be  taught  in  »aid  school  are  spelling,  reading, 
writing,  English  grammar,  and  arithmetic,  geography, 
with  the  use  of  the  globe  and  making  maps  upon  dif- 
ferent principles  ;  geometry,  trigonometry,  with  their 
application  to  the  mensuration  of  heights  and  dis- 
tances, navigation  and  surveying  of  land,  mensura- 
tion of  superfices  and  solids,  gauging,  dialing,  book- 
keeping by  single  and  double  entry  will  be  taught 
at  different  prices." 

The  Social  School  had  been  established  near  the 
"Head  of  the  River"  in  1798.  "In  this  school," 
among  other  things,  "  the  scholars  shall  be  taught  to 
accent  and  read  properly  both  poetry  and  prose,  be 
put  to  arithmetic  and  the  study  of  English  grammar 
as  soon  as  the  committee  and  preceptor  shall  deem 
them  qualified  therefor."  The  following  books  shall 
be  used  in  the  school,  viz.:  Webster's  "Institute," 
"  Young  Ladies'  Accidence,"  the  Holy  Bible.  "The 
senior  class  shall  be  instructed  one  day  in  each  week 
in  epistolary  and  other  composition.  The  pupils 
shall  be  taught  to  make  and  mend  their  pens  on  their 
beginning  to  write  joining  hsnd."  It  is  enjoined'on 
the  teacher  "  that  he  never  strike  the  children  on  the 
head,  nor  authorize  one  scholar  to  inflict  corporal 
punishment  on  another;"  and  also  "  that  he  frequently 
address  his  pupils  on  moral  and  religious  subjects, 
endeavoring  to  impress  their  minds  with  the  sense  of 
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the  being  and  providence  of  Ood,  and  the  obligation 
they  are  under  to  love,  eerve,  and  pray  to  Him ;  their 
duty  to  their  parents  and  masters  and  respect  to  their 
superiors;  the  beauty  and  excellence  of  truth,  justice, 
and  mutual  love;  tenderness  to  brute  creatures,  and  | 
the  sinfulness  of  tormenting  thein  and  wantonly 
destroying  their  lives." 

The  New  Bedford  Academy,  between  the  villages 
of  Fairhaven  and  Oxford,  had  been  established  in 
1799.  It  was  voted  by  the  trustees  in  1810,  January 
22d,  that  the  committee  be  directed  and  are  hereby 
authorixed  to  make  arrangements  to  sell  the  house  at 
public  sale. 

In  October,  1810,  Cornelius  Wing  gives  notice  that 
he  intends  to  open  his  evening  school  at  the  South 
school-house  for  the  third  season. 

In  July,  1810,  the  New  Bedford  Library  Society 
confer  with  the  proprietors  of  the  Social  Library  on 
the  subject  of  incorporating  both  libraries  in  one. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Friend^  Acad- 
any.— William  Rotch,  1812-28;  Elisha  Thornton, 
1812rl6;  Thomas  Arnold,  1812-26;  Samuel  Elam, 

1812-  13;  Samuel  Rodman.  1812-35;  William  Rotch, 
Jr.,  1812-60;  William  Dean,  1812-60;  Abraham 
Shearman,  Jr.,  1812-23;  Jamea  Arnold,  1812-68; 
Samuel  Rodman,  Jr.,  1813-7G;  Obadiult  M.  Brown, 

1813-  22;  George  Howland,  1817-62;  Benjamin  Rod- 
man, 1817-76 ;  Joseph  Rotch,  1823-39 ;  Charles  W. 
Morgan,  1823-61;  Francis  Rotch,  1823-74;  Andrew 
Robeson,  1823-62;  Thomas  A.  Greene,  1826-67;  Wil- 
liam H.  Rodman,  1830-55;  Joseph  Grinnell,  1836-55; 
Samuel  W.  Rodman,  1838;  William  R.  Robeson,  1838; 
Benjamin  8.  Rotch,  1839-82;  Andrew  Robeson,  Jr., 
1889-74;  William  J.  Rotch,  1839;  William  Logan 
Rodman,  1866-63 ;  Lawrence  Grinnell,  1865;  Thomas 
R.  Rodman,  1866;  Edmund  Rodman,  1856;  George 
Husaey,  Jr.,  1864-72;  Horatio  Hathaway,  1864; 
Joshua  C.  Stone,  1866-69;  Leander  A.  Plumuier, 
1868;  S.  Griffiths  Morgan,  1870;  William  Rotch, 
1870;  Morgan  Rotch,  1880;  Thomas  M.  Stetson, 
1880;  Frederic  Swift,  1880;  Edmund  Grinnell,  1880. 

Presidents  of  the  Board.— William  Rotch,  1812-28; 
Samuel  Rodman,  1828-82;  James  Arnold,  1832-36; 
William  Rotch,  Jr.,  1836-50 ;  Samuel  Rodman,  1850 
-76;  William  J.  Rotch,  1876. 

Treasurers  of  the  Board.— William  Rotch,  Jr.,  1812 
-50;  William  J.  Rotch,  1850. 

Secretaries  of  the  Board.— Samuel  Rodman,  1812-27 ;  j 
Samuel  Rodman,  Jr.,  1827-37 ;  Thomas  A.  Greene,  j 
1837-41;  Benjamin  8.  Rotch,  1841-46;  William  J. 
Rotch,  1846-56;  William  Logan  Rodman,  1856-64; 
Edmund  Rodman,  1864. 

Principals.— John  Maitland  Brewer,  1812-17 ;  Moses 
S.  Moody,  1817-18;  Thomas  A.  Greene,  1818-20;  John 
H.  W.  Page,  1827-29;  William  Howe  Sanford,  1829- 
81;  William  Mosely  Holland,  1831;  David  Mack, 
1831-36;  Isaac  N.  Stoddard,  1835-37;  Johu  V.  Beane, 
1837-45;  Simon  Barrow,  1845-46;  Abner  J.  Phipps, 
1847-58;  Edward  A.  11.  Allen,  1855-69;  T.  Prentiss 


Allen,  1868-64  (male  department);  John  Tetlow, 
1869-78 ;  Andrew  Ingraham,  1878. 

Assistants  (the  dates  aro  approximate).— Thomas 
A.  Greene,  1817;  Joseph  Congdon,  1820;  John  F. 
j  Emerson,  William  Howe  8anford,  Alanson  Brigham, 
{  Oliver  Prescott,  1829;  Samuel  A.  Duvcns,  8umuel 
Sawyer,  George  Washington  Warren,  Elixabeth  Dorr, 
Edward  Fabre,  1829;  Julia  Mack,  Joshua  Seixus, 
George  Ticknor  Curtis,  William  Mack,  Francis  B. 
Casas,  Samuel  Mack,  Henry  Washington  I<ee,  Wil- 
liam D.  Taber,  P.  A.  Giraud,  J.  A.  Frentin,  Edward 
Seager,  M.  Moultrop,  Nathan  D.  Gould,  George  W. 
Winchester.  1835;  William  Mack,  Abby  Osgood, 
Samuel  Beane,  Phineas  Adam  Beane,  F.  P.  Wierz- 
biski,  Erastus  W.  Woodbury,  James  II.  Coggeshall, 
Charles  Pcabody,  Albert  Q.  Wicks,  Simon  Barrows, 
J.  B.  R.  Walker,  John  B.  Garland,  William  Hatha- 
way, J.  B.  Edwards,  Catherine  Kittredge,  Mary  Ann 
Willard,  Anna  W.  Weston,  Cyrus  Bartlett,  J.  F. 
Kelly,  John  Bennett,  Hannah  B.  Robinson,  Minerva 
Chase,  Mary  Washburn,  1845;  Luke  K.  Bowers,  Cli- 
mena  Wakefield,  George  H.  Fillmore,  Ivory  S.  Corn- 
ish, Lorenzo  I).  Blood,  William  T.Goodwin,  Abby  L. 
Hitchcock,  1856;  Sophia  Shepherd,  Louisa  P.  Stone, 
Elvira  Johnson,  Martha  Russell,  Clara  Kempton, 
Cornelia  T.  Hart,  Annie  Gordon,  Edwin  P.  Scaver, 
William  Gordon,  D.  J.  Butler,  John  Tetlow,  Jr., 
Caroline  A.  Hinckley,  Emma  Saul,  Bessie  T.  Wing, 
Gabrilla  T.  Eddy,  Andrew  Ingraham,  Cornelius 
Howland,  Jr.,  Mrs.  II.  B.  Warner,  L.  Papanti,  M. 
Blanquet,  Max.  Eppendorf,  Max.  Richter,  Edward 
C.  Dubois,  Frances  G.  Henry,  A.  O.  Maggi,  1869; 
Celia  L  Chase,  Mary  E.  Savery,  Lorette  M.  Furbcr, 
Maria  8.  Eaton,  Louisa  H.  Clapp,  1875;  Charles  J. 
Gardner,  Caleb  A.  Burbank,  Edward  H.  Cobb,  Charles 
Monier,  Arthur  Cumming,  J.  T.  White,  Mary  T. 
Spalding,  Maria  Maggi,  May  G.  Bouncy,  Mary  8. 
Locke,  Mary  B.  Scabury,  Samuel  Lepoid*. 

Limnology.— 1810.  A  school-house  erected  by  Wil- 
liam Rotch  on  a  lot  of  laud  which  he  had  purchased 
at  the  corner  of  County  and  Elm  Streets,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  New  Bedford.   September  17th.  Preliminary 
meeting;  William  Rotch,  William  Rotch,  Jr.,  Sam- 
uel Rodman,  Samuel  Elam,  Thomas  Arnold,  James 
Arnold  agree  to  contribute  certain  sums  "  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  and  endowing  an  institution 
'  for  the  instruction  of  Friends'  children,  and  such 
|  others,  as  it  may  appear  hereafter,  as  may  nwflllly 
j  and  safely  be  admitted  therein,  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  languages,  of  mathematics,  aud  philosophy,  and 
such  other  branches  of  useful  literature  as  hereafter, 
upon  experiment,  may  be  found  within  the  OOmpOM 
and  means  of  the  institution  usefully  to  leach." 

1812,  Feb.  29th.  Charter  of  Friends'  Academy 
signed  by  Elbridge  Gerry,  Governor,  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

1813,  Dec.  3d.  The  trustees  are  notified  that  Sam- 
uel Elam,  of  Newport,  had  bequeathed  to  the  academy 
all  his  printed  books  aud  papers. 
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1830.  Additional  lnnd  presented  by  \V.  Charles 
Morgan,  Knq,,  nnd  others. 

1855,  May  Otli.  Repeal  of  the  first  Article  of  the 
by-laws,  wliich  mnde  membership  in  the  8ociety  of 
Friends  ■  condition  of  appointment  to  the  office  of 
trustee. 

1856,  Sept.  10th.  The  department  for  girls  made 
entirely  distinct  from  that  for  boys. 

1856,  June  1 1  tit.  A  building  committee  ap|>ointcd 
to  erect  a  new  school-house  on  land  recently  pur- 
chased on  Morgan  Street. 

1857,  May  7th.    Dedication  of  the  new  building. 
1800.   The  building  enlarged  and  remodeled. 
1869.    Male  and  female  departments  completely 

consolidated. 

References  for  further  information:  Historical 
Sketch  of  the  Friends'  Academy,  prepared  for  the 
Centennial  Year,  to  which  is  appended  a  presentation 
of  the  course  and  methods  of  instruction  at  present 
pursued.  New  Bedford:  Fessenden  <v  Baker,  Print- 
ers, 1876.  The  historical  sketch  was  contributed  by 
Thomas  R.  Rodman,  Esq.,  the  remainder  by  John 
Tetlow,  A.M.,  then  principal  of  the  academy.  His- 
tory of  New  Bedford,  by  Daniel  Ricketson.  Esq.,  pp. 


Hi»tory  of  the  Few  Bedford  Publio  BchooU.- 

The  first  movement  to  establish  a  regular  system  of 
public  schools  in  New  Bedford,  in  conformity  to  the 
laws  of  the  commonwealth,  was  made  in  1^21.  Prior 
to  that  time  the  only  free  school  which  had  been  sup- 
ported at  public  expense  was  one  intended  for  the 
poor  alone;  and  "it  was  in  every  sense,"  says  Mr. 
James  B.  Congdon,  "  a  poor  school." 

The  wealth  of  the  town  was  intensely  hostile  to  the 
movement.  The  only  man  of  wealth  who  acted  with 
the  people  in  the  matter  was  John  Avery  Parker. 
But  the  attempt  succeeded.  A  school  committee  wss 
appointed,  an  appropriation  of  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars was  voted."  and  the  town  was  sub-divided  into 
school  districts. 

A  year  or  two  after  the  opponents  of  a  free-school 
system  rallied  their  forces  and  were  successful.  Upon 
the  question  of  appropriating  twelve  hundred  dollar* 
for  schools,  the  friends  of  public  education  were  voted 
down.  But  the  triumph  of  the  contestants  was  not 
of  long  continuance,  for  the  very  next  year  the  neces- 
sary sum  was  appropriated  to  support  the  schools, 
and  active  opposition  to  them,  as  the  system  was  then 
constituted,  censed  altogether. 

Put  when,  after  an  interval,  there  was  a  movement 
for  the  establishment  of  a  High  School,  it  excited 
acrimonious  hostility.  Its  enemies  rallied  in  force, 
and  were  repeatedly  successful.  But  its  friends  as 
often  renewed  the  struggle,  and  finally  the  opposition 
gave  way  and  a  high  school  became  one  of  the  per- 
manent features  of  the  public-school  system  of  the 
town. 

From  that  time  forward  the  schools  grew  more  and 
more  deeply  in  popular  favor,  and  as  the  town  in- 


creased in  numbers  the  appropriations  were  increased 
in  proportion,  until  the  original  grant  of  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  1821,  had  grown  to  the  sum  of  twenty- 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  in 
1846,  when  a  charter  was  granted  and  accepted,  and 
the  town  became  a  city. 

Nothing  occurred  worthy  of  note  for  many  years. 
The  constitution  of  the  school  system  and  the  methods 
of  instruction  followed  closely  the  traditional  types 
then  prevailing  in  Massachusetts.  The  ideal  of 
"school-keeping"  was  very  low  before,  and  even  for 
some  time  after  the  middle  of  the  century  the  phil- 
osophy of  education  as  exemplified  in  our  public 
schools  was  extremely  vngue  and  indeterminate,  and 
many  of  the  methods  of  instruction  had  nothing  to 
recommend  them  except  that  that  was  the  way  chil- 
dren had  always  been  taught.  Horace  Mann,  in 
1840,  painted  a  humiliating  picture  of  the  average 
Massachusetts  public  school,  and  it  is  commended  to 
the  careful  study  of  those  fossilized  grumblers  who 
denounce  the  reformed  methods  of  instruction  aa 
damaging  innovations  of  the  good  old  ways,  when 
they  themselves  went  to  school ;  but  although  the 
New  Bedford  schools  attempted  no  departures  from 
the  beaten  track,  they  had  at  all  times  many  teachers 
of  superior  ability,  who  verified  in  the  happiest  man- 
ner the  adage,  as  true  as  it  is  trite,  that  "  as  is  the 
teacher  so  is  the  school ;"  and  the  character  of  the 
schools  of  New  Bedford,  in  general,  was  no  doubt 
above  that  of  most  New  England  schools. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  High  School,  in  the  days 
when  the  institution  was  regarded  by  many  as  a 
doubtful  experiment,  that  it  had  for  its  principal  Mr. 
John  F.  Emerson,  a  man  of  admirable  character,  fine 
culture,  and  peculiar  aptitudes  for  his  vocation.  8uch 
a  man  will  make  any  school  which  he  may  undertake 
a  success,  nnd  Mr.  Emerson's  administration  concili- 
ated the  opponent."  of  the  High  School,  and  multiplied 
its  friends,  until,  when  he  resigned  his  position  in  1861 
on  account  of  impaired  health,  after  many  years  of 
faithful  and  eminently  useful  service,  it  was  firmly 
established  in  the  favor  of  the  community.  His 
pupils,  one  and  all,  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  the  high- 
est respect  and  regard.  His  lifelike  portrait  hangs 
in  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  hall  of  the  new  and 
noblo  High  School  bouse,  an  honor  which  he  richly 
earned. 

As  the  years  wore  on,  and  the  schools  increased  in 
sixe  and  number  as  the  city  grew  in  population,  the 
school  committee  found  the  task  of  supervision  too 
exacting  to  be  faithfully  performed  by  gentlemen  who 
had  each  his  own  personal  business  to  transact.  The 
result,  it  was  evident,  was  a  total  lack  of  system  in  the 
management  of  the  schools,  and  an  unjust  irregularity 
in  their  oversight.  Some  were  measurably  cared  for, 
others  were  almost  totally  neglected,  and  there  was 
lacking  a  central  force  to  give  unity  as  well  as  direc- 
tion to  the  whole. 

In  this  condition  of  affairs  the  plan  adopted  for  relief 


Digitized  by  Google 


J 


HISTORY  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


100 


by  several  other  cities  who  were  in  like  circumstances, 
of  employing  a  superintendent  of  the  schools,  begsn  to 
be  discussed  and  gradually  to  grow  in  favor,  until  at 
length,  in  1801,  Mr.  Abner  J.  Phipps  was  elected  su- 
perintendent, and  was  placed  as  the  executive  officer 
of  the  school  committee  in  control  of  the  schools. 
Mr.  Phipps  had  won  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  gen- 
tleman of  excellent  ability,  critical  scholarship,  and 
capacity  to  govern  and  teach  youth  in  a  superior 
manner,  during  a  long  term  of  service  as  principal  of 
Friends'  Academy  in  New  Bedford. 

As  his  office  had  been  lately  created  and  had  yet  to 
establish  itself  in  public  favor,  be  pursued  a  judicious 
course  in  attempting  no  considerable  changes  in  the 
old  order  of  things.  He  was  content  to  let  system 
and  methods  remain  undisturbed,  satisfied  with  labor- 
ing to  supply  the  defects  in  executive  work  which  had 
specially  occasioned  his  ap|>ointment.  He  held  the 
office  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1864,  when  he 
resigned  to  take  a  similar  position  in  the  city  of 
Lowell. 

In  February,  1865,  Rev.  Henry  F.  Harrington,  of 
Cambridge,  was  elected  to  succeed  him.  Mr.  Harring- 
tou  had  passed  through  a  peculiarly  advantageous  ex- 
perience to  prepare  him  for  his  duties,  as  he  had  borne 
a  prominent  part  in  the  formation  of  the  school  sys- 
tem of  the  then  newly-founded  city  of  Lawrence,  had 
afterward  been  superintendent  of  its  schools,  and  sub- 
sequently an  active  member  of  the  school  committee 
of  the  city  of  Cambridge.  He  immediately  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office,  and  as  soon  rs  he 
bad  acquainted  himself  with  the  condition  of  the 
schools,  began — having  the  sympathy  and  co-opera 
tion  of  must  of  the  leading  members  of  his  school 
committee — that  series  of  reforms  and  improvements 
which  have  secured  for  the  schools  of  New  Bedford  a 
distinguished  position  among  the  schools  of  the  State. 
It  has  been  claimed  by  the  New  Bedford  school  com- 
mittee, and  the  claim  has  never  been  disputed,  that 
their  schools  have  been  invariably  pioneers  in  the 
practical  exemplification  of  tho  admirable  methods 
of  instruction  which  now  prevail,  that  there  is  not 
one  of  them  which,  bo  far  as  New  England  is  con- 
cerned, did  not  have  its  origin  in  their  own  city. 

The  reorganization  of  the  primary  schools,  and  the 
substitution  of  intelligent  and  attractive  methods  of 
learning  to  read,  learning  numbers,  etc.,  in  place  of 
the  old  rote  methods,  were  accomplished  in  1865.  In 
1867  the  "  New  Bedford  Manual  of  Instruction"  was 
'  prepared  and  adopted.  There  were  at  the  time  no 
band-books  of  the  kind  in  New  England,  and  only 
two  or  three  in  all  the  United  States.  This  manual 
was  so  well  approved  that  it  was  copied  entire  into 
the  volume  of  the  reports  of  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation in  the  following  year,  and  thousands  of  copies 
were  distributed  by  private  subscription  in  the  nor- 
mal schools  and  among  the  school  committees  and 
teachers  of  the  State.  It  was  the  source  and  basis  of 
wide-spread  reforms,  and  a  new  and  enlarged  edition, 


embodying  the  practical  wisdom  which  had  been  ac- 
quired meanwhile,  was  printed  in  1874. 

In  1869  a  beginning  was  made  towards  the  intro- 
duction of  supplementary  reading  in  the  shape  ot 
three  hundred  subscriptions  to  the  jVWsery,  a  child's 
magazine,  for  use  in  the  primary  schools.  This  was 
the  first  practical  recognition  in  New  England  of  the 
great  priuciple,  now  so  widely  and  heartily  accepted, 
that  it  is  only  reading  much  which  can  confer  the 
ability  to  read  well. 

In  this  way  step  after  step  was  taken  to  rid  the 
schools  of  whatever  there  might  be  of  defect  in  the 
processes  of  study,  and  to  introduce  truer  . and  better 
ways.  As  might  be  expected  from  this  earnest  and 
resolute  feeling  after  the  best,  mistake*  were  some- 
times made.  Experiments  were  tried,  some  of  which 
resulted  in  failure.  But  if  there  had  been  a  timorous 
halting  to  undertake  lest  the  result  should  be  disap- 
pointing there  could  have  been  no  vital  euergy  of 
opcratiou,  no  well-grounded  and  substantial  progress. 
It  is  to  tho  great  credit  of  the  New  Bedford  School 
Committee  that  they  have  uniformly  allowed  their 
superintendent  untrammelled  opportunity  to  make 
proof  of  his  ideals,  willing  to  run  the  risk  of  an  occa- 
sional failure  for  the  sake  of  assured  successes.  Thus 
the  New  Bedford  school  work  is  the  first  of  actual 
experiment.  Nothing  is  practiced  because  recom- 
mended or  practiced  in  other  quarters ;  nothing  is 
omitted  which  it  has  not  been  proved  to  be  judicious 
to  omit. 

The  studies  of  the  schools  are  selected  and  ad- 
justed to  each  other  on  clearly  defined  principles,  so 
that  all  the  school  work  has  a  direct  and  intelligent 
purpose.  The  moat  important  study  is  considered  to 
be  language.  This  is  pursued  diligently,  having 
paramount  attention,  through  all  the  grades  and  de- 
partments of  the  school  system,  from  the  little  pri- 
nt arians  of  the  thirteenth  or  entering  gradu  to  the 
young  men  and  women  of  the  first  or  graduating 
grade  in  the  High  School.  The  means  employed  are 
an  abundance  of  interesting  reading,  and  the  fre- 
quent writing  of  compositions  in  the  various  forms 
pertaining  to  that  exercise.  The  specific  ends  to  be 
gained  are  the  acquirement  of  a  full  and  ready  vocab- 
ulary and  the  capacity  of  easy  and  accurate  expres- 
sion through  speech  and  with  the  pen,  and  this, 
joined  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  four  funda- 
mental rules  of  arithmetic,  is  what  Edward  Kverett 
called  "  an  excellent  education."  This  study  is  also 
intended,  incidentally,  to  develop  the  power  of  orig- 
inal thought,  and  to  lead  to  a  relish  for  pure,  inform- 
ing literature. 

[  The  perceptions  are  held  to  constitute  the  most 
trustworthy  instrumentality  in  the  acquirement  of 
accurate  conceptions  of  material  things,  therefore  all 
studies  are  to  be  illustrated  by  meaus  of  objects  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  may  be  conveniently  possible. 
No  study  is  to  be  pursued  merely  for  the  sake  of 

I  mental  discipline,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  time 
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for  such  study.  Mental  discipline  is  recognized  to  be 
one  of  the  essential  elements  of  n  good  education ; 
but  in  our  public  school*  only  M  much  can  justly  bo 
furnished  as  can  be  attained  through  the  systematic 
pursuit  of  the  practical  information  which  is  provided 
in  the  course  of  study.  The  attention  given  to  arith- 
metic is  abridged  to  the  limit  of  the  few  topics  which 
are  desirable  for  practical  use  in  life,  while  the  com- 
paratively useless  details  in  geography  and  history 
with  which  the  text-books  on  those  subjects  are 
crowded  are  omitted. 

The  proper  relations  of  mental  to  moral  instruc- 
tion, that  vital  subject,  have  been  set  forth  in  a  late 
New  Bedford  Annual  School  Report  as  follows : 

"  Mental  education  has  no  inherent  moral  force. 
It  is  the  obedient  vassal  of  chnracter.  As  the  needle 
follows  the  lead  of  the  magnet,  so  the  intellect  follows 
the  lead  of  the  sentiments,  and  if  they  be  corrupt 
mental  education  becomes  only  a  promoter  of  evil. 
The  training  of  the  sentiments,  then,  is  incalculably 
more  important  than  the  training  of  the  mind;  and 
in  all  conflicts  between  mental  training  and  character 
training,  as  regards  the  appropriation  of  time,  of  effort, 
or  of  money  to  one  or  the  other,  menial  training  u 
attmyi  to  give  wag." 

The  efforts  thus  put  forth  for  the  best  possible  school 
system  and  srhool  work  have  received  an  incalculable 
advantage  from  the  benefits  derived  from  the  "  Sylvia 
Ann  Rowland  Fund."  This  fund  is  the  fruit  of  a 
cift  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  city  in 
the  year  1870  by  the  lady  whose  name  it  hears,  the 
income  to  be  divided  between  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary and  the  public  schools.  It  is  an  admirable  pro- 
vision of  the  donation  to  the  schools  that  no  portion 
of  the  avails  arc  to  be  devoted  to  any  purposes  which 
the  city  is  legally  bound  to  provide  through  taxation. 
The  city  pays  six  per  cent,  for  the  use  of  the  fund, 
and  thus  the  school  committee  have  had  in  possession 
annually  since  the  year  1870  to  expend  for  the  good 
of  the  schools  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars. 
Tbey  have  been  enabled  to  supply  all  needful  appli- 
ances to  secure  the  best  possible  result*  of  study,— 
books  of  reference  and  for  reading,  apparatus  and 
cabinets  for  scientific  illustration,  museums  for  ob- 
jective teaching,  maps,  globes,  musical  instruments, 
and  all  the  other  appurtenances  of  a  thoroughly  fur- 
nished school-room.  And  so  greatly  have  these  as- 
sistances given  interest  to  the  vocation  of  the  teachers, 
as  well  as  high  tone  and  character  to  the  teaching, 
that  several  teachers  who  have  been  offered  higher 
salaries  to  go  elsewhere  have  declined  on  the  solo 
ground  that  Ihey  could  not  bear  to  surrender  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  "Howland  Fund." 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  the  only  three  instances  in 
the  history  of  Massachusetts  in  which  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  given  by  private  munificence  for 
the  good  of  public  schools  should  have  occurred  in 
Hristol  County,— in  New  Bedford,  Fall  River,  and 


The  organisation  of  the  school  system  is  as  fol- 
lows: There  are  fire  departments,  vis.,  High,  Gram- 
mar, Primary,  Country,  and  Mill  School  Departments. 

These  departments  (except  the  Mill  8chool)  are 
sub-divided  into  thirteen  grades,  whose  total  corre- 
sponds with  the  number  of  school  yearn.  Of  these 
grades  the  Primary  Department  includes  four,  the 
Grammar  Department  five,  and  the  High  School  De- 
partment four.  They  arc  designated  by  numbers, 
the  youngest  in  the  list  being  the  thirteenth. 

There  are  twenty-two  public  school-houses  In  the 
city.  Of  these  a  portion  are  quite  old,  and  will  have 
to  give  place  before  long  to  new  and  better  structures. 
Others  have  been  reconstructed,  and  will  serve  their 
purpose  for  many  years  longer,  while  several  are  new 
and  are  replete  with  every  convenience.  The  city 
government  is  very  liberal  in  furnishing  additional 
accommodations  for  the  ever-enlarging  number  of 
pupils.  An  excellent  school-house  has  lately  been 
completed  at  a  cost  of  about  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  High  School  house  is  a  model  edifice,  of  im- 
posing proportions  and  a  striking  and  pleasing  style 
of  architecture,  while  the  interior  is  fanltless  in  its 
carefully-studied  arrangements.  It  has  eight  school- 
rooms, two  art-  or  draughting-rooms,  a  library,  a 
philosophical  lecture-room  with  apparatus-room  at- 
tached, a  chemical  laboratory  thoroughly  fitted  at 
great  expense,  in  which  twenty-four  pupils  can  work 
at  the  same  time,  clothes'  room  and  dressing-room, 
and  a  hall  which  will  accommodate  more  than  a 
thousand  persons.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

The  Mill  School  is  an  exceptional  institution,  de- 
signed to  serve  two  purposes,— the  chief  one  to  givo 
children  who  work  in  the  mills  a  more  fitting  educa- 
tion than  they  could  obtain  by  being  classed  in'lhe 
regular  grades,  the  other  to  allow  the  pupils  in  the 
regular  grades  who  are  constantly  at  school  the  op- 
portunity of  uninterrupted  progress  by  preventing 
the  drawbacks  which  would  be  incident  to  periodical 
increment  by  children  discharged  from  the  mills,  who 
are  not  capable  of  being  classed  with  regular  pupils 
without  clogging  the  wheels  of  progress.  The  Mill 
School  is  admirably  taught  and  highly  valued. 

The  total  appropriation  for  the  New  Bedford  schools 
for  the  year  1883  was  eighty-three  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars.  There  were  in  service  during  the  year 
1882  one  hundred  and  fifteen  teachers,  of  whom  only 
seven  were  men. 

A im well  School  is  located  on  North  Street,  near 
Foster.  Mrs.  W.  H.  Knight,  principal ;  Mrs.  George 
0.  Huckley  and  Miss  Mary  L.  Smith,  assistants. 

The  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library.— The 
commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  recognizing  from 
the  earliest  period  of  it*  history  the  educational  Influ- 
ence of  public  libraries,  gave  the  assistance  of  its 
legislation  in  the  promotion  of  their  establishment 
and  management. 

Early  in  the  present  century  laws 
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giving  corporate  power*  to  the  proprietor*  of  *ocial 
libraries,  many  of  which  had  been  established  in 
various  part*  of  the  commonwealth,  and  under  the 
provision*  of  the  law  tho  number  was  increased,  their 
condition  made  permaracnt,  and  their  management 
rendered  convenient  and  effective. 

But  a  few  year*  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town 
of  Nuw  Bedford,  the  want  of  book*  and  the  inability 
of  moat  of  the  inhabitant*  to  procure  them  led  to  a 
combination  of  effort  for  that  purpose. 

The  early  settlers  of  the  village  of  Bedford  were 
intelligent,  as  well  as  industrious,  frugal,  and  virtuous. 
Tbey  were  *o  far  enlightened  as  to  understand  the 
value  of  book*,  and  they  saw  clearly  that  the  remedy 
for  individual  inability  to  procure  them  was  such  a 
combination  of  means  and  effort*  as  would  render  the 
united  ability  the  property  of  each. 

Several  such  combination*  were  formed  in  New 
Bedford  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  act  conferring 
upon  them  corporate  power*. 

The  proprietors  of  Dobson's  Encyclopaedia  were 
the  earliest  to  form  this  social  and  profitable  arrange- 
ment. For'our  unlearned  and  isolated  people  this 
work  was  a  library  in  itself.  Eagerly  and  thoroughly 
were  its  page*  read  and  consulted,  and  the  well-worn 
volumes  now  in  the  Free  Public  Library  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  fact,  so  creditable  to  the  people  of  the 
village. 

The  Library  Society  followed.  This  was  a  more 
comprehensive  effort.  The  desire  for  books  had  out- 
grown the  ability  of  Dobson  to  satisfy.  The  Social 
Library  followed.  Thi*  wan  a  vigorous,  well-directed, 
and  well-managed  association.  The  good  aeuse  of  all 
recognized  the  wisdom  of  combination,  and  in  the 
union  there  was  found  strength.  The  three  associa- 
tion* were  united,  and  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library 
had  a  long,  prosperous,  and  profitable  career. 

When  the  passage  of  the  State  law  allowed  the 
proprietors  to  become  a  body  corporate,  advantage 
was  taken  of  it*  provision*.  For  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury this  valuable  collection  of  books  was  tho  princi- 
pal source  whence  was  supplied  ihe  desire  of  the 
people  for  knowledge  and  intellectual  recreation. 
"  Library-day"  was  always  a  welcome  day.  There 
was  in  attendance  generally  a  large  number  of  intel- 
ligent seeker*,  and  the  result  of  that  intercourse  with 
hooks  for  which  thi*  library  provided  was  a  marked 
and  most  promising  and  interesting  feature  in  the 
character*  of  the  voung  men  and  women  of  New 
Bedford. 

The  act  to  authorize  cltie*  and  towns  to  establish 
and  maintain  public  libraries  was  passed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Massachusetts,  May  24,  1851. 

The  ordinance  for  the  establish  men  t  and  govern- 
ment of  a  free  public  library  in  New  Bedford  was 
passed  Aug.  16,  1862. 

The  first  movement  in  the  undertaking  was  *n  un- 
■uccewful  one.  It  was  made  in  the  City  Council  July 
8,  1861,  by  Warren  Ladd,  then  a  member  of  the  pop- 


ular branch  of  that  body.  The  order  wo*  ouly  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  the  measure.  It  passed  the 
Common  Council  without  a  disaeuting  voice,  but  the 
aldermen  nou-concurred.  It  will  bo  seen  that  this 
movement  was  but  forty-five  days  after  tho  passage  of 
the  enabling  act. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1852,  a  largo  petition,  headed 
by  James  B.  Congdon,  was  presented  to  the  Council. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  Ihe  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  who  reported  on  the  14th  of  June. 
They  recommended  an  appropriation  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  for  the  establishment  of  the  library. 

In  their  report  the  committee  attach  great  import- 
ance to  the  fact  that  they  had  been  assured  that, 
"  provided  the  authorities  should,  by  the  passage  of 
tho  order  making  the  appropriation  asked  for,  estab- 
lish the  principle  that  the  maintenance  of  a  free  city 
library  for  the  continuous  education  of  the  people 
will  be  tho  settled  policy  of  the  city,"  the  fioe  thoutand 
volumes  of  the  New  Bedford  8ocial  Library  would  be 
transferred  to  the  city. 

Quoting  the  word*  of  James  B.  Congdon,  through 
whom  this  offer  of  the  proprietor*  of  the  library  was 
made,  they  say,  "  With  such  a  foundation  to  build 
upon,  with  the  appropriation  now  prayed  for  to  give 
it  a  position  for  immediate  and  extended  usefulness, 
the  library  would  open  to  our  inhabitant*  the  mean* 
of  innocent  enjoyment  and  of  valuable  acquisition, 
[  and  be  a  source  of  commendable  pride  to  our  citizen*." 

But  the  Free  Public  Library  had,  in  fact,  been  es- 
tablished before  the  presentation  of  the  report.  The 
appropriation  bill  for  the  year,  which  hud  already 
passed,  contained  an  item  of  fifteen  hundrcit  doltart 
for  the  library.  Councilman  Pitmau,1  who  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  petition  was 
referred,  had  anticipated  the  favorable  action  of  the 
Council,  and  had  introduced  and  curried  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  making  the  appropriation  us  above 
stated.  This  amendment  wo*  made  previous  to  the 
presentation  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  The  ap- 
propriation bill  passed  July  20,  1852.  The  date  of  the 
adoption  of  that  amendment  it  the  date  of  the  ettubl'uh- 
tnmt  of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library. 

The  library  was  opened  for  the  use  of  the  people 
and  the  delivery  of  book*  on  Thursday,  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1853. 

The  number  of  volumes  at  the  opening  wus  between 
five  and  six  thousand. 

It  is  an  interesting  and  creditable  fact  thut  the  New 
Bedford  Free  Public  Library  is  the  only  public  library 
established  under  tho  law  of  1861,  excepting  that  in 
Boston,  noticed  by  Edwards  in  his  elaborate  "  Me- 
moirs of  Libraries,"  published  in  London  in  1859. 

The  six  thousand  volumes  with  which  the  library 
opened  have  now  increased  to  about  forty-three  tbou- 
aand. 

1  Hob.  BoUrl  C.  Ptiaun.ou*  of  II,.  prMMt  ju<l««  at  Ihm  tfapsrlor 
Gusriof  U>«  uinmunoMllli. 
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The  building  now  occupied  by  the  New  Bedford 
Free  Public  Library  was  erected  in  1856-57.  Its  coat 
was  about  forty  thousand  dollars.  It  is  built  of  brick, 
with  granite  underpinning  and  step*  and  freestone 
ornaments. 

The  corner-atone  of  tho  building  was  laid  on  the 
28th  of  August,  1856. 

Of  the  library  building  the  upper  rooms  only  are 
occupied  by  the  library.  The  principal  room  is  nent 
and  tasteful  in  its  architectural  features  and  conve- 
nient in  ita  arrangements.  It  has  two  tiers  of  alcoves, 
one  on  the  floor  and  one  on  the  gallery,  which  is  car- 
ried around  the  wholo  room,  excepting  on  the  north 
end  where  the  stairs  lead  to  it.  An  iron  roiling  divides 
the  alcoves  from  the  visitors.  Reading-desks  outside 
the  railing  contain  the  periodicals,  which  are  acces- 
sible to  all,  and  seated  at  these  desks  the  viaitors  are, 
in  addition  to  these,  furnished  with  any  books  they 
may  wish  to  consult.  The  delivery  is  at  a  table  at  the 
north  end.  A  stand  for  newspapers  occupies  a  central 
position  in  the  room.  Six  other  rooms  are  occupied 
for  library  purposes,  four  for  books,  one  for  the  trus- 
tees, and  one  for  the  convenience  of  the  librarian  and 
his  assistants. 

The  library  has  had  a  growth  unexpectedly  rapid, 
and  at  this  time  the  want  of  more  room  is  severely  felt. 

The  trust  funds  established  for  the  benefit  of  the 
library  are  three. 

The  first  upon  the  list  is  the  George  Hnwland,  Jr., 
Fund.  Ita  amount  ia  the  sum  of  two  years'  salary  of 
George  Howland,  Jr.,  aa  mayor,  sixteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Under  the  will  of  Charles  W.  Morgan  there  was 
paid  to  the  city  by  William  J.  Hutch,  his  executor, 
tho  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which  constitutes 
the  Charles  W.  Morgan  Fund. 

Under  the  will  of  8ylvia  Ann  Rowland  the  city  of 
New  Bedford  was  paid  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  testament  of  this  excellent  lady 
contained  the  following  interesting  item: 

"  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  direct 
that  this  sum  shall  be  invested  judiciously  under  the 
direction  of  the  City  Council,  and  the  income  there- 
from shall  bo  expended  and  used  for  the  promotion 
and  support  within  the  city  of  liberal  education,  and 
the  enlargement  from  time  to  time  of  the  Free  Public 
Library." 

Of  this  bequest  fifty  thousand  dollars  were  set  apart 
for  the  library,  and  constituted  the  Sylvia  Ann  How- 
laud  Free  Public  Library  Fund.  Its  income  is  now 
the  chief  dependence  of  the  trustees  for  the  "  enlarge- 
ment" of  the  library,  as  the  appropriation  by  the  city 
barely  suffices  for  the  salaries  and  other  expenses  of 
the  institution. 

During  the  delay  which  attended  the  litigation  upon 
the  will  of  the  deceased  the  funds  of  the  estate  largely 
increased,  and  in  addition  to  the  bequest  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  which  constitutes  tho  fund,  about  ten 


thousand  dollars  was  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city 
as  interest  or  income  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
library. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  trustees  of  the  library  a 
plain  white  marble  tablet,  commemorating  this  noble 
act,  was  placed  in  the  principal  room  of  the  institution. 

It  is  surrounded  by  a  frame  of  tasteful  design  and 
of  perfect  execution.  The  whole,  both  in  plan  and 
performance,  including  the  site  selected  for  its  erec- 
tion, is  one  which  commends  itself  to  the  good  sense, 
the  feelings  of  propriety,  and  the  grateful  emotions 
of  the  people  of  New  Bedford.  The  inscription  upon 
the  tablet  is  as  follows:  "This  tablet  commemorates 
the  enlightened  liberality  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland, 
who  bestowed  upon  the  city  of  New  Bedford  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars;  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  to  aid  in  supplying  the  city  with  pure 
water,  and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  as  a  fund 
for  the  promotion  of  liberal  education  by  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Free  Public  Library,  and  by  extending  to 
the  children  and  youth  of  the  city  the  means  of  a  wider 
and  more  generous  culture." 

It  will  be  seen  by  thia  inscription  that  the  whole 
amount  bequeathed  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  by 
this  lady  was  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  One- 
half  the  sum  was  applied  to  the  construction  of  the 
New  Bedford  water-works,  the  other  was  equally 
divided,  forming  the  library  and  educational  fund. 

The  amount  of  the  several  trust  funds  established 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  which  have 
been  severally  noticed,  is  fifty-two  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

The  annual  income  is  three  thousaud  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  dollars. 

This  income  is  a  vital  element  in  the  existence  of 
the  library.  We  have  seen  that  the  ordinary  annual 
appropriation  is  necessarily  absorbed  by  the  expenses 
of  management.  It  is,  therefore,  mainly  upon  the 
income  of  the  permanent  funds  that  the  trustees 
depend  for  the  supply  of  books  and  periodicals,  and 
for  the  constant  renovation  which  the  active  use  of 
the  books  renders  necessary. 

Mr.  Robert  Ingrabain  was  the  first  librarian  (Octo- 
ber, 1852),  and  has  officiated  in  that  capacity  to  the 
present  time,  a  period  of  over  thirty  years,  and  it  may 
truly  be  said  that  much  of  the  success  of  this  library 
is  due  to  Mr.  Ingraham's  zeal,  intelligence,  and  in- 
dustry. 

The  National  Bank  of  Commerce.— The  Bedford 
Bank  was  organized  in  1803  with  a  capital  of  $60,000 ; 
Thomas  Hazard,  president;  John  Pickens,  cashier. 
Capital  increased  in  1804  to  $150,000,  and  continued 
with  same  officers  until  1812,  when  charter  expired. 

The  Bedford  Commercial  Bank  was  organized  in 
1816  with  a  capital  of  $100,000;  George  Howland, 
president;  Joseph  Ricketson,  cashier.    The  capital 
i  was  increased  in  1821  to  $150,000;  in  1825,  to  $260- 
j  000;  in  1831.  to  $400,000;  and  in  1851,  to  $600,000. 
I  George  Howland  continued  as  president  until  hi* 
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death  in  1852.  E.  M.  Robinson  filled  the  office  from 
1852  to  1860;  Thomas  Nye,  Jr.,  from  1860  to  1869; 
Thomas  S.  Hathaway,  from  1869  to  1878;  Francis 
Hathaway  was  elected  August,  1878,  and  is  the  pres- 
ent incumbent. 

The  bank  has  had  five  cashiers,  as  follows:  Joseph 
Ricketson,  1816-34;  James  H.  Crocker,  1834-38; 
Thomas  B.  White,  1838-73;  Benjamin  F.  Coombs, 
1878-76 ;  and  James  H.  Tallman,  1877  to  present  time. 

The  Bedford  Commercial  Bank  continued  until 
Dec.  19,  1864,  with  the  same  capital  ($600,000),  when 
it  was  organized  as  "The  National  Bank  of  Commerce 
of  New  Bedford,"  with  a  capital  of  $600,000,  which 
was  increased  in  1874  to  $1,000,000,  it*  present  capital. 

The  directors  at  the  time  of  its  organization  as  a 
national  bank  were  Thomas  Nye,  Jr.,  presidcut,  Wil- 
liam J.  Rotch,  Thomas  S.  Hathaway,  George  Hussey, 
Matthew  Howland,  Charles  L.  Wood,  William  Hath- 
away, Jr.,  Thomas  Knowles,  Henry  Taber,  William 
C.  N.  Swift. 

The  present  (1882)  board  of  director*  are  n*  fol- 
lows :  Francis  Hathaway,  William  Hathaway,  Jr., 
William  C.  N.  Swift,  Matthew  Howland,  William  J. 
Rotch,  Henry  Taber,  Thomas  Nye,  Jr.,  Leander  A. 
Plummer,  Charles  W.  Clifford,  William  A.  Robinson, 
and  Morgan  Rotch. 

The  Merchants1  Bank  of  New  Bedford  was  or- 
ganized July  28,  1825.  The  first  board  of  directors 
were  as  follows:  John  A,  Parker,  Samuel  Borden, 
Job  Eddy,  Abraham  Barker,  Joseph  Bourne,  Win. 
H.  Allen,  David  R.  Greene,  John  Coggeshall,  Jr., 
Alfred  Gibbs;  John  Avery  Parker,  president,  James 
B.  Congdon,  cashier. 

Mr.  Parker  was  president  of  the  bank  until  his 
death,  Dec.  30, 1853.  Mr.  Congdon  was  cashier  or  the 
bank  until  Jan.  1, 1858,  when  he  resigned.  Charles 
R.  Tucker  succeeded  Mr.  Parker  as  president,  and 
held  that  office  until  his  death,  Dec.  21,  1876.  Jona- 
than Bourne  succeeded  Mr.  Tucker,  and  is  now  presi- 
dent. P.  O.  Howland  succeeded  Mr.  Congdon,  and  is 
now  cashier. 

The  Merchants'  Bank  of  New  Bedford  was  reorgan- 
ized as  the  Merchants'  National  Bank  of  New  Bed- 
ford, Feb.  14, 1865.  The  board  of  directors  at  the  time 
of  reorganization,  Feb.  14,  1865,  were  as  follows: 
Charles  R.  Tucker,  Abraham  Barker.  David  R. 
Greene,  Gideon  Allen,  Thomas  Bradley,  Dennia 
Wood,  J.  Bourne,  Jr.,  William  P.  Howland,  An- 
drew Hlcke. 

The  capital  stock  Feb.  14,  1865,  was  $600,000,  with 
a  surplus  of  $166,060.58.  The  present  (Sept.  11, 
1882)  board  of  directors  are  Jonathan  Bourne,  George 
F.  Bartlett,  George  R  Phillips,  William  R  Wing, 
Andrew  Hicks,  George  F.  Kingman,  Lewis  S.  Judd, 
Samuel  C.  Hart,  Thomas  H.  Knowles,  Gilbert  Allen, 
Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  Francis  B.  Greene,  Wil- 
liam N.  Church;  J.  Bourne,  president,  P.  C.  How- 
land, cashier.  Capital,  $1,000,000;  surplus  and  un- 
divided profits  (8ept.  U,  1882),  $488,177.43.( 


The  Mechanics'  National  Bank.'— This  was 
originally  a  Stale  bank,  incorporated  Oct.  8,  1831, 
under  the  name  of  "The  President,  Directors,  and 
Company  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  in  New  Bedford," 
and  to  so  continue  until  Oct.  1, 1861.  will,  a  capital  of 
$200,000. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders  was  held  July 
16,  1881,  and  the  first  meeting  of  the  directors  July 
23,  1831.  The  names  of  the  directors  were  as  follows: 
William  R.  Rodman,  Thomas  Mandcll,  George  T. 
Baker,  Joseph  R.  Shiverick,  John  Perkins,  Edmund 
Gardner,  Pardon  Tillinghast,  Andrew  Robeson,  Dud- 
ley Davenport.  William  R.  Rodman  whs  the  first 
president.  He  held  the  office  for  twenty  years,  re- 
signing October,  1851.  Thomas  Mandell  sucucimcu 
him,  being  elected  president  Oct.  11,  1861,  and  hold- 
ing the  office  till  his  death,  which  took  place  Feb.  13, 
1870.  Hon.  William  W.  Crapo  was  chosen  president 
June  1,  1870,  and  still  retains  that  position. 

Pardon  Tillinghast,  the  first  vice-president,  was 
elected  Jan.  10,  1866,  resigning  June  1,  1870.  Hon. 
Andrew  G.  Peirce  was  chosen  vice-president  June  1, 
1870,  and  still  holds  the  office. 

Joseph  Congdon  was  elected  cashier  Oct.  6, 1831, 
holding  the  position  till  Oct.  7,  1867,  a  period  of 
twenty  six  years,  when  he  resigned  on  sreount  of  ill 
health.  E.  Williams  Hervey  succeeded  Mr.  Congdon 
as  cashier,  being  elected  Oct.  7, 1857,  and  holding  the 
position  till  Aug.  9,  1882,  when  ill  health  compelled 
him  to  resign  after  a  period  of  nearly  twenty-five 
years  as  cashier  and  twenty-nine  years  in  the  service 
of  the  bank.  James  W.  Hervey  was  the  third  cashier, 
being  elected  Aug.  12,  1882,  having  served  tho  bank 
since  1857,  and  as  assistant  cashier  since  Oct.  8, 1859. 

Joseph  R.  Shiverick,  the  first  secretary,  served  till 
Oct.  6,  1869;  James  H.  Collins,  Oct.  8,  1859,  to  Oct. 
12,  1861 ;  Thomas  Wilcox,  elected  Oct.  12,  1861,  still 
retains  the  office. 

Of  the  original  board  of  directors  none  are  living. 
Of  those  who  have  served  the  interests  of  the  bank 
as  directors  but  not  at  present  connected  with  the 
bank  only  two  are  living,  viz.:  William  Wntkins, 
elected  Oct,  6,  1862,  resigned  Feb.  8,  1879,  to  accept 
the  presidency  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  this 
city;  Edmund  Taber,  elected  Oct.  3,  1849,  resigned 
I  1861,  and  is  now  interested  in  the  oil  districts  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  capital  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  under  the 
I  State  charter  was  twice  increased.    The  first  increase 
i  was  $200,000,  April  12,  1854,  makiug  $400,000,  and 
the  second  of  $200,000,  June,  1867,  making  $600,000, 
the  present  capital  of  the  Mechanics'  National  Bank. 
The  present  surplus  is  about  $250,000. 

In  March,  1849,  the  Legislature  was  petitioned  for 
a  renewal  of  the  original  charter,  which  by  limitation 
would  expire  Oct.  I,  1861.  The  Mechanics'  Bunk  did 
not  cease  business  as  a  State  bank  until  the  31st  of 
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March,  1865,  although  the  hank  was  reorganized  as  a 
national  bank  Jane  8,  1864. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  present  board  of  di- 
rectors, with  the  dates  of  their  election :  Hon.  William 
W.  Crapo,  Oct.  9,  1861  ;  Hon.  Andrew  O.  Peirce, 
John  II.  Thornton,  Jan.  8,  1867;  Jireh  Swift,  Oct.  3, 
1849;  Thomas  Wilcox,  Oct.  9,  1861;  Edward  D. 
Mnndell,  Feb.  26,  1870;  Horatio  Hathaway,  June  3, 
1871;  Loum  8now,  E.  Williams  Hervey,  June  9, 
1872;  Edward  Kilburn,  Jan.  9,  1883. 

The  present  officers  of  the  bank  arc:  President, 
Hon.  William  W.  Crapo,  elected  June  1.  1870;  Vice- 
President,  Hon.  Andrew  O.  Peirce,  elected  June  1, 
1870;  Secretary,  Thomas  Wilcox,  elected  Oct.  12, 
1861;  Cashier,  James  W.  Hervey,  elected  Aug.  12, 
1882;  Assistant  Cashier,  I^muel  T.  Terry,  elected 
Aug.  12,  1882;  First  Uook-kee|>cr,  Nathan  C.  Hatha- 
way, elected  Aug.  12,  1882;  Second  Book-keeper,  Al- 
fred Thornton,  elected  Aug.  12,  1882. 

The  First  National  Bank.— The  Marine  Bank  of 
New  Bedford  was  organized  April  8, 1832,  with  a  capital 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was  increased 
the  next  year  to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in 
1851  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  in  1855  to 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Joseph  Grinnell.  Na- 
thaniel Hnthnway,  Kimball  Perry,  Joseph  O.  Tilling- 
hast,  Alexander  H.  Campbell,  Ephraim  Kempton, 
Benjamin  Russell,  Joseph  B.  Anthony,  and  William 
W.  Swain  were  elected  directors.  Joseph  Grinnell  was 
president  from  the  organization  to  1864.  The  cashier* 
were  John  E.  Williams,  William  M.  Sissnn,  and  John 
P.  Barker.  This  bank  was  among  the  first  of  the  State 
banks  to  adopt  tho  national  system.  In  1864  it  be- 
came a  national  bank,  changing  its  name  to  the  First 
National  Bank  of  New  Bedford.  This  bank  com- 
menced business  with  the  capital  of  the  old  hank 
(six  hundred  thousand  dollars),  which  was  increased 
in  1869  to  one  million  dollars.  The  directors  were 
Joseph  Grinnell,  Ward  M.  Parker,  William  Gilford, 
Edward  W.  Howland,  Edward  C.  Jones,  Lemuel  Kol- 
lock,  George  F.  Barker,  Otis  Seabury,  and  J.  H.  Bart- 
lett,  Jr.  Joseph  Grinnell  was  elected  president,  and 
John  P.  Barker  cashier.  Mr.  Grinnell  was  president 
until  January,  1878,  and  was  succeeded  by  Edward 
W.  Howland  and  William  Watkins.  Mr.  Barker  was 
cashier  until  1874,  when  W.  P.  Winsor,  the  present 
cashier,  was  elected.  This  bank  has  been  since  its 
organisation  a  designated  depository  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Citizens'  National  Bank  was  incorporated 
May  17,  1876,  with  the  following  board  of  directors : 
Joseph  A.  Benuvais,  John  P.  Knowles,  William  J. 
Kilburn,  Charles  Tucker,  Joseph  H.  Cornell,  L.  S. 
Judd,  and  John  F.  Tucker.  The  first  president  was 
Joseph  Beauvais,  who  has  officiated  to  the  present 
time.  T.  B.  Fuller  was  clto*en  first  cashier,  and  is  the 
present  incumbent.  Capital  upon  organization  was 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  has 
been  increased  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 


The  New  Bedford  Institution  for  Savings  was 

incorporated  in  1825  with  the  following  incorporators: 
William  Rotch,  Jr.,  Gilbert  Russell,  Cornelius  Grin- 
nell, Andrew  Robeson,  Haydon  Coggeshall.  Benjamin 
Rodman,  John  A.  Parker,  Eli  Haskell,  Richard  Wil- 
liams, George  Howland,  Joseph  Bourne,  Abraham 
Shearman,  Jr.,  William  W.  Swain,  Thomas  Rotch, 
Thomas  A.  Greene,  Charles  W.  Morgan,  Samuel 
Rodman,  Jr.,  John  B.  Smith,  William  C.  Nye, 
Thomas  S.  Swain,  William  H.  Allen,  Lemuel  Wil- 
liams, Jr.,  John  Howland,  Jr.,  Charles  H.  Warren, 
William  P.  Grinnell,  Joseph  Ricketaon,  Charles  Grin- 
nell, Nathan  Bates,  John  Coggeshall,  Jr.,  James  How- 
land (2d),  Gideon  Howland. 

The  first  officers  were :  President,  William  Rotch, 
Jr. ;  Treasurer,  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr. ;  Secretary, 
John  B.  Smith. 

The  first  board  of  trustees  were  as  follows :  William 
Rotch,  Jr.,  Gilbert  Russell,  Cornelius  Grinnell,  Hay- 
don Coggeshall,  John  A.Parker,  Eli  Haskell,  Joseph 
Bourne,  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.,  Thomas  Rotch, 
Thomas  A.  Green,  Charles  W.  Morgan,  Samuel  Rod- 
man, Jr.,  William  C.  Nye,  Thomas  8.  Swain,  John 
Howland,  Jr.,  William  P.  Grinnell,  Nathaniel  Bates, 
John  Coggeshall,  Jr.,  Gideon  Howland. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  from  1825  to  1883: 
Presidents,  William  Rotch,  Jr.,  Abraham  Baker, 
Thomas  Mandell,  Pardon  Tillinghast,  William  C. 
Taber,  and  William  Watkins;  Secretaries,  John  B. 
Smith,  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.,  Thomas  A.  Green, 
Joseph  Ricketson,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Jamcx  B. 
Congdon,  Charles  R.  Tucker,  William  C.  Tate,  Ed- 
mund Tuber,  and  Henry  T.  Wood ;  Treasurers,  Abra- 
ham 8hearman,  Jr.,  William  C.  Taber,  George  W, 
Baker  (William  C.  Taber,  treasurer  pro  tern.),  Reuben 
Nye,  William  C.  Coffin,  and  Charles  H.  Peirce. 

The  present  trustees  are  William  C.  Taber,  Wil- 
liam Hathaway,  Jr.,  Benjamin  T.  Ricketson,  John  R. 
Thornton,  George  A.  Bourne,  William  J.  Rotch,  Wil- 
liam Watkins,  Edward  D.  Mandell,  Matthew  How- 
land, Henry  T.  Wood,  Gilbert  Allen,  Andrew  G. 
Pierce,  Lcandcr  A.  Plummer,  Charles  H.  Giflbrd, 
Asa  C.  Peirce,  Charles  Taber,  William  G.  Wood, 
William  C.  Taber,  Jr.,  Joshua  C.  Hitch,  John  F. 
Tucker,  Abraham  T.  Eddy,  Horatio  Hathaway, 
George  O.  Crocker,  Edward  S.  Taber,  Thomas  M. 
Hart,  Lemuel  M.  Kollock,  Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr., 
Charles  W.  Clifford,  Isaac  W.  Benjamin,  Francis 
Hathaway,  William  A.  Robinson,  Charles  W.  Plum- 
mer. 

The  first  deposit  was  made  by  Rhoda  E.  Wood,  of 
Fairhaven,  Mass.,  of  fifty  dollars,  Aug.  15,  1825. 

Present  amount  of  deposits,  Jan.  3,  1883,  $9,474,- 
804.58;  undivided  earnings,  $817,457.67;  total  funds, 
$9,792,262.25. 

The  New  Bedford  Institution  for  Savings  has  never 
passed  n  regular  semi-annual  dividend  on  account  of 
any  of  the  financial  disturbances  which  have  occurred 
since  its  organization  in  1825.    The  trustees  of  the 
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institution  have  always  pursued  a  conservative  policy, 
and  the  institution  has  the  confidence  not  only  of  the 
local  community  but  has  a  well-earned  reputation 
abroad.  There  has  never  been  a  "  run"  on  the  insti- 
tution at  any  time  of  financial  panic  in  other  cities. 

The  rooms  on  Hamilton  Street,  in  the  rear  of  the 
Merchants'  National  Bank,  which  were  occupied  by 
the  institution  in  ita  earlier  history,  becoming  inade- 
quate to  its  increasing  business,  the  present  building, 
at  the  corner  of  William  and  North  Second  Streets, 
was  erected,  and  in  1854  the  office  was  transferred 
thither. 

The  whole  amount  of  dividends  paid  during  the 
existence  of  the  institution  is  eight  milliou  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-six  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

The  New  Bedford  FWe  Centa  Savinga-Bank  was 
incorporated  May  5,  1865,  with  the  following  incor- 
porators: Thomas  B.  White,  W.  H.  Taylor,  L.  Kol- 
lock,  I.  H.  Bartlett,  A.  H.  Seabury,  Charles  Almy, 
Henry  H.  Crapo,  George  Howlaud,  Jr.,  and  Asa  R 
Nye.  The  first  board  of  trustees  were  George  How- 
land,  Jr.,  Henry  H.  Crapo,  Alexander  H.  Seabury, 
John  P.  Barker,  Charles  Almy,  Thomas  B.  White,  I. 
H.  Bartlett,  Nehemiah  Leonard,  Andrew  Robcrson, 
Jona.  P.  Land,  William  Phillips,  Edward  S.  Cannon, 
Edward  W.  Howland,  Moses  Howe,  Joshua  Rich- 
mond, George  F.  Barker,  Dennis  Wood,  Charles 
Hitch,  James  Darfee,  Lemuel  Kollock,  Aaa  R.  Nye, 
Edward  D.  Mandril,  William  P.  Howland,  Alden  G. 
Ellis,  T.  A.  Beauvots,  Moses  G.  Thomas,  Samuel 
Ivera,  Simpson  Hart,  Abner  J.  Phippa,  W.  U.  Tay- 
lor, Joseph  Taylor,  W.  L.  Rodman,  Horatio  Leonard, 
John  Wood.  The  first  officers  were  George  Howland, 
Jr.,  president;  H.  H.  Crapo  and  A.  H.  Seabury,  vice- 
presidents;  John  P.  Barker,  treasurer,  and  Charles 
Almy,  secretary. 

The  officers  from  the  organization  to  the  present 
time  have  been  aa  follows:  George  Howland,  Jr., 
president;  Charles  Almy,  secretary ;  A.  H.  Seabury 
and  H.  H.  Crapo,  vice-presidents  from  1855  to  1858  j 
A.  H.  Seabury  and  Dennis  Wood,  vice-presidents 
from  1858  to  1874  ;  Dennis  Wood  and  Frederick  S. 
Allen,  vice-presidents  from  1874  to  1878;  Frederick 
S.  Allen  and  Lemuel  Kollock,  vice-presidents  from 
1878  to  1888 ;  John  P.  Barker,  treasurer  from  May, 
1855,  to  October,  1856 ;  T.  C.  RickeUon,  from  October, 
1855,  to  April  6,  1861 ;  B.  RickeUon,  Jr.,  from  April, 
1861. 

The  present  trustees  are  as  follows :  George  How- 
land, Jr.,  Fred.  &  Allen,  Lemuel  Kollock,  Charles 
Almy,  William  Phillips,  James  Durfee,  Alexander 
H.  Seabury,  Samuel  Ivera,  Thomas  Wilcox,  William 
G.  Taber,  George  R.  Phillips,  John  P.  Knowles  (2d), 
E.  Wm.  Hervey,  Warren  Ladd,  Joseph  Taylor,  Henry 
J.  Taylor,  William  J.  Kilburn,  William  R.  Wing, 
William  N.  Church,  James  P.  Macomber,  J.  Aug. 
Brownell,  Loum  Snow,  Jr.,  Frederick  8.  Glflbrd, 
Thomas  H.  Knowles,  H.  C.  Deniaon,  Samuel  H. 


Cook,  Samuel  C.  Hart,  Edwin  S.  Thayer,  C.  B.  H. 
Fessenden,  Thomas  B.  Tripp,  Benjamin  I.  Cummings, 
Philip  B.  Purrington,  Edward  H.  Allen,  George  F. 
I  Kingman,  Edwiu  Dewi,  Parkman  M.  Lund,  Frederick 
S.  Potter,  Edmund  Grinnell,  John  F.  Swift. 

The  first  deposit  was  made  May  2(1, 1855,  by  Horace 
W.  Barker,  of  $25.  The  present  (Dec  29,  1882) 
amount  of  deposits  is  $3,109,1 18.64 ;  surplus,  $44,880.- 
76;  earning*,  $27,867.67 ;  reserve  fund,  $45,101.94. 
Money  goes  on  interest  the  second  Wednesday  of 
January,  April,  July,  and  October.  Dividends  are 
payable  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  April  and 
October. 

Water-Works.'  -The  first  movement  towards  in- 
troduction of  water  in  New  Bedford  was  made  in 
March,  1860.  Various  plans  were  subsequently 
thoroughly  discussed  and  examined,  and  April  18, 
1863,  the  acts  for  supplying  the  city  with  pure  water 
were  passed  by  the  General  Court.  November,  1865, 
plana  as  hereinafter  described  were  adopted,  and  an 
I  ordinance  to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  the  commis- 
sion. William  W.  Crapo,  Warren  Ladd,  and  David 
B.  Kempton  were  appointed  commissioners. 

December  13th  a  board  of  commissioners  was  or- 
ganized with  W.  W.  Crapo  aa  chairman,  and  James  B. 
Congdon  clerk.  The  years  1866  to  1869,  inclusive, 
were  occupied  by  process  of  construction,  and  water 
was  introduced  in  the  latter  part  of  1869. 

Water  is  obtained  from  a  storing  reservoir,  arti- 
ficially formed  by  constructing  a  dam  across  the  val- 
ley of  the  Acushnet  at  a  point  about  seven  miles 
north  of  the  centre  of  Ute  city.  The  area  of  water- 
shed of  the  storing  reservoir  is  three  thousand  three 
hundred  acres;  area  of  water  surface  of  reservoir  is 
three  hundred  acres;  capacity  of  reservoir,  four  hun- 
dred million  gallons;  elevation  of  surface  of  full 
reservoir,  forty  feel  above  high  tide. 

The  dam  is  six  hundred  feel  long,  twenty  feet  wide 
on  top,  with  slopes  two  to  one.  In  the  middle  is  a 
puddled  wall  from  six  to  twelve  feet  wide.  Inner 
slope  is  protected  by  lining  of  huge-size  stone.  Water- 
way, located  at  east  end  of  dam,  fifty  feel  wide,  con- 
structed of  rubble  hydraulic  masoury,  except  over 
fall,  which  is  hammer-dressed;  whole  rents  on  timber 
and  plank  platform,  and  that  upou  foundation  of 
puddled  earth.  Gate-chamlier  located  at  west  end  of 
dam,  and  is  carried  out  into  reservoir  about  fifty  feet. 
Chamber  is  of  hammer-dressed  stone,  laid  in  hydraulic 
cemciit  mortar ;  the  house  is  or  birch,  whole  rests  on 
timber  and  plank  foundation.  Soon  after  dam  was 
first  completed  leaks  began  to  appear  in  the  vicinity 
of  gate-house,  and  on  Feb.  15, 1868,  a  breach  occurred 
in  this  part  of  the  dam,  the  gate-house  and  over  one 
hundred  feet  of  the  dam  being  carried  away.  The 
cause  was  due  to  fine  sand  under  the  gate-house  and 
culvert  becoming  saturated  aud  running  like  quick- 
sand.  This  trouble  was  obviated  in  rebuilding. 
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From  tlie  dam  nt  the  storing  reservoir  the  water 
flow*  by  gravity  through  a  single  ring  brick  conduit. 
The  conduit  i«  in  form  of  an  egg-shape  oval.  Its  in- 
terior dimensions  ure  three  mid  four  feet,  the  lower 
end  being  a  semicircle  of  three  feet  diameter.  Its 
length  is  five  and  five-eighths  miles.  There  are  three 
overflows  on  this  line  of  conduit  for  the  discharge  of 
surplus  water.    The  grade  <s  0..r>8  per  mile. 

The  outlet  of  the  conduit  is  into  the  receiving  res- 
ervoir. This  reservoir  has  a  capacity  of  three  million 
gallons.  When  filled  the  water  has  a  depth  of  twelve 
feet,  and  its  elevation  is  thirty  feet  above  tide. 

Its  embankments  arc  twelve  feet  wide  on  top.  The 
outsido  slope  is  two  to  one.  The  inside  slope  is  one 
and  one-half  to  one.  The  inside  slope  has  a  lining  of 
puddled  earth  four  feet  wide  at  the  top  and  teo  feet 
wide  at  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir,  and  carried  down 
three  feet  below  the  bottom.  The  inside  slope  is  pro- 
tected by  a  lining  of  granite  stone  one  foot  thick,  hav- 
ing the  joiuta  well  filled  with  fine  gravel.  From  the 
receiving  reservoir  to  the  pump-well  the  water  is  con- 
ducted in  a  stone  culvert.  The  length  of  this  culvert 
is  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  feet.  The  dimensions 
of  the  pump-well  are:  length,  thirty-one  feet;  width, 
twelve  feet;  depth,  seventeen  feet.  There  are  four 
recesses,  five  by  six  feet,  for  the  pumps.  From  the 
pump-well  the  water  is  raised  a  height  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty- four  feet  to  the  distributing  reser- 
voir, through  asixtcen-inch  force-main  two  thousand 
two  hundred  feet  long.  The  pipe  system  is  also  sup- 
plied in  the  lower  section  direct  from  the  pumps 
through  a  ten-inch  main.  The  distributing  reservoir 
has  a  capacity  of  fifteen  million  gallons.  When  filled 
the  water  has  a  depth  of  seventeen  feet,  and  ita  eleva- 
tion is  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  feet  above  tide.  Ita 
embankments  are  from  eight  to  eighteen  feet  above 
the  natural  surface  of  the  ground.  The  top  is  fifteen 
feet  in  width,  and  its  slopes  are  two  to  one.  On  its 
inner  slope  is  a  lining  of  puddled  earth  seven  feet 
wide  at  the  top  and  fifteen  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  of 
the  reservoir,  and  carried  down  five  feet  below  the 
bottom.  Upon  the  inside  slope  of  the  embankment 
is  n  wall  of  granite,  eighteen  inches  thick  at  the  bot- 
tom and  twelve  inches  at  the  top.  Between  the  back 
of  the  stone  facing  and  the  front  of  the  puddle  is  a 
layer  one  foot  thick,  composed  of  small  stones  and 
gravel.  There  are  two  pumping-enginea.  The  larger 
engine  was  designed  by  William  J.  McAlpine,  C.E., 
and  was  built  by  the  (.{uintard  Iron- Works,  New  York 
City.  It  is  a  vertical  beam  condensing  engine,  with 
two  vertical  single-acting  pumps.  Its  general  dimen- 
sions are:  ("team-cylinder,  thirty-eight  inches  diameter, 
eight  feet  stroke;  beam,  twenty-six  feet  long;  fly- 
wheel, sixteen  feet  diameter  and  twelve  tons  weight. 

The  pumps  are  placed  one  on  each  side  of  the  beam 
centre.  Diameter  of  pum|is  twenty-eight  inchcs.stroko 
four  feet  eight  inches.  The  beam  is  supported  by  nesst- 
iron  hollow  column  which  serves  as  an  air-chaml>er. 
This  engine  is  supplied  with  the  "Sickle*"  adjustable 


cut-off*,  and  is  capable  of  using -steam  expansively  to 
any  desirable  extent.  It  passes  slowly  over  the  centres, 
thus  giving  the  pump-valves  time  to  close.  This  en- 
gine has  the  capacity  of  pumping  five  million  gallons 
in  twenty-four  hours.  In  the  line  of  duty  this  engine 
has  given  excellent  results.  The  smaller  engine  is  a 
Worthington  compound  duplex  engine,  of  a  capacity 
of  pumping  three  million  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours. 
In  1873  a  stand-pipe  was  erected  near  the  distributing 
reservoir.  Its  internal  diameter  is  five  feet,  and  the 
elevation  of  its  top  is  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
feet  above  tide.  The  distributing  pipes  are  partly  of 
cast  iron  and  partly  of  wrought  iron,  cement-lined. 
There  are  forty-four  and  one-fifth  miles  of  pipes  in  use, 
ranging  from  four  to  twenty-four  inches  in  diameter. 
Of  this  length  about  nine  and  a  half  miles  are  of 
wrought  iron,  cement-lined,  the  rest  being  of  cast 
iron.  There  is  also  about  one  mile  of  smaller  distrib- 
uting pipes,  ranging  from  one  inch  to  four  inches.  In 
December,  1882,  there  were  in  use  three  hundred  and 
ninety-one  stop-gates,  three  hundred  and  thirteen 
fire-hydrants,  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  three 
taps,  forty-one  mitres,  and  twenty-three  motors.  The 
average  daily  consumption  for  1882  was  two  million 
three  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  '.wo  gallons.  Bonded  indebtedness  is 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  total  receipts 
for  the  year  1882  were  forty-six  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  dollars  and  nineteen  cents.  Tbe 
cost  of  management  and  repairs  during  that  year 
was  twenty-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
six  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

George  A.  Brigga  was  chief  engineer  and  superin- 
tendent from  the  commencement  of  the  works  until 
1871.  William  J.  McAlpine,  chief  engineer,  was  con- 
sulting engineer  during  construction.  Since  1871  the 
superintendents  have  been  as  follows,  viz.:  1871-72, 
Israel  C.  Cornish;  1872-77,  George  B.  Wheeler; 
1877-81,  William  B.  Sherman;  1881,  Robert  C.  P. 
Cnggeahall,  present  incumbent. 

The  ordinance  to  establish  the  Acuahnet  Water 
Board,  to  take  the  place  of  the  water  commissioners, 
was  passed  Oct.  1,  1869.  The  board  consists  of  five 
members,  and  report-  to  City  Council.  The  mayor  and 
president  of  Common  Council  are  members  ex  officio. 
Of  the  members  chosen  at  large  one  retires  each  year, 
but  the  retiring  member  is  eligible  to  a  new  election. 
The  following  citizens  have  acted  as  members  of  this 
board:  Hon.  William  W.  Crapo,  David  B.  Kemp- 
ton,  Warren  Ladd,  George  B.  Richmond,  Henry  F. 
Thomas,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Henry  J.  Taylor, 
George  H.  Dunbar,  Rufus  A. Soule,  Frederick  8.  Allen, 
Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  Thomas  Bennett,  Jr.,  Ed- 
win Dews,  Alansnu  Borden,  William  H.  Matthews, 
Thomas  W.  Conk,  Thomas  R.  Rodman,  William  T. 
Soule,  Robert  W.  Taber,  George  Wilson,  J.  B.  Tomp- 
kins, Jr.,  George  It.  Stetson,  and  William  N.  Church. 
The  clerks  of  the  Acuahnet  Water  Board  have  been 
Jam.*  B.  Congdon.  William  B.  Sherman,  an 
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'  C.  P.  Goggeahall.  The  water  registrant  have  been 
Jamea  B.  Congdon  and  James  H.  Hathaway.  In 
December,  1882,  the  name  of  the  water  board  wag 
changed  from  "  Acuahnet"  to  the  New  Bedford  Water 
Board. 

In  April,  1878,  the  General  Court  passed  an  act  en- 
abling the  city  to  increase  its  water  supply  by  taking 
auch  an  amount  as  is  needed  from  cither  Long  Pond 
or  Little  Quitticua  Pond.  It  was  afterwards  voted  by 
the  water  board  that  the  proposed  additional  supply 
should  be  taken  from  Long  Pond.  The  line  of  the 
proposed  conduit  has  been  determined,  and  the  land 
through  which  it  will  pass  has  been  taken  by  law. 
This  preliminary  action  leaves  the  work  in  a  condi- 
tion for  future  operation*  whenever  it  becomes  neces- 
sary. 

The  Hew  Bedford  and  Fairhaven  Street  Rail- 
way Company  was  incorporated  Feb.  6, 1872,  and  on 
the  2d  of  the  following  month  was  organized  with  a 
capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  board  of  direc- 
tors were  William  W.  Crapo,  Warren  Ladd,  Weston 
Howland,  James  V.  Cox,  George  Wilson,  Samuel  P. 
Burt,  Nathan  S.  Ellis,  Andrew  O.  Peirce.  Andrew 
O.  Pierce,  president  and  treasurer;  Samuel  P.  Burt, 
clerk ;  Charles  A.  Gray,  superintendent.  It*  track 
commenced  at  Linden  Street,  on  Purchase,  and  was 
laid  south  to  School  Street,  and  east  on  School  to 
steamboat  wharf ;  from  Purchase  on  William,  through 
William,  North  Second,  Middle  Street,  across  the 
bridge,  and  in  Fairhaven  to  the  station  of  the  Fair- 
haven  Branch  Railroad.  Total  length  of  road  three 
and  three-tenths  miles. 

Its  present  officers  are  as  follows:  Warren  Ladd, 
president  and  manager ;  Andrew  G.  Peirce,  treasurer ; 
Edward  T.  Peirce,  clerk ;  Directors,  Warren  Ladd, 
Andrew  G.  Peirce,  William  W.  Crapo,  Weston  How- 
land,  George  Wilson,  Jamea  V.  Cox,  Samuel  P.  Burt, 
Edward  Kilburn.  Capital  stock  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 

The  track  has  been  extended  from  School  on  Fourth 
to  Cove  Street,  and  from  William,  on  North  Second, 
through  Union,  Sixth,  Elm,  Summer,  and  Parker  to 
Cedar  Street.  Present  total  length  of  track  six  and 
four-tenths  miles. 

Post-Office.  Tl.e  New  Bedford  post-office  was  es- 
tablished Jan.  1, 1794,  with  William  Tobey  as  pott- 
master.  The  following  is  a  list  of  postnissters  from 
1794  to  present  time,  with  datea  of  appointment: 
William  Tobey,  1794;  Abraham  Smith,  June  20, 
1806;  Richard  Williams,  April  4,  1826;  Simon  Bai- 
ley, June  20, 1840;  Edward  W.  Green,  June  18, 1845; 
Simon  Bailey,  June  18,  1849;  Thomas  Coggeahall, 
Dec.  80, 1862 ;  Joseph  C.  Kent,  June  8,  1863 ;  John 
Fraaer,  April  6,  1867  ;  Cyrus  W.  Chapman,  April  16, 
1861 ;  Edmund  Anthony,  Feb.  8, 1870;  Thomas  Cog- 
geahall, March  1,  1876,  present  incumbent. 

Wamautta  Mills.— I^ong  before  the  decline  of  the 
whale  fishery  it  became  apparent  that  this  industry 
could  not  furnish  n  sufficient  field  for  the  capital 


and  enterprise  of  the  town,  and  that  New  Bedford 
must  look  to  other  employment  for  growth  and 
progress.  Commercial  New  England  was  yielding  to 
msnufacturing  New  England,  and  New  Bedford,  not 
relinquishing  her  control  of  the  whale  fishery,  sought 
to  add  the  machinery  of  the  manufacturer.  The 
first  really  efficient  move  in  this  direction  after  the 
cordage- factory  was  the  establishment  of  the  Wam- 
sulla  Mills. 

The  beginning  of  these  mills  dates  back  to  1846, 
when  the  corporation  was  chartered.  A  atone  mill, 
now  called  the  No.  1  mill,  212  feet  by  70,  with  four 
floors,  was  built  in  1847,  and  in  the  following  year 
work  was  begun  with  15,000  spindles  and  300  looms. 
Six  or  seven  years  later,  or  about  1864.  the  increased  de- 
mands of  the  trade  required  an  extension  of  the  mills, 
and  another  four-storied  stone  building,  245  feet  long 
by  70  wide,  was  erected  immediately  adjoining  the 
original  mill,  and  equipped  with  16,000  spindle*  and 
300  looms.  But  the  demand  for  the  goods  gradually 
outgrew  the  increased  supply,  and  in  1865  a  duplicate 
i  of  mill  No.  2  was  put  into  operation  with  16,000  more 
spindles  and  300  more  looms.  The  clone  of  the  war 
seemed  to  give  a  fresh  impulse  to  the  business,  for  it 
was  found  necessary  to  build  a  new  mill  in  1868  on  a 
grander  plan  than  the  older  structures.  This  was 
mill  No.  4,  which  is  of  brick,  with  granite  founda- 
tions, 496  feet  in  length,  76  feet  in  width,  and  five 
stories  high.  This  important  addition  almost  doubled 
the  productive  capacity  of  the  establishment,  the  new 
mill  containing  88,000  spindles  and  1100  looms.  It 
proved  to  be  sufficient,  however,  for  only  seven  years, 
and  in  1876  mill  No.  5  was  built.  It  stands  on  a  line 
with  No.  4,  and  is  substantially  uniform  with  it, 
though  its  dimensions  differ  somewhat,  being  shorter 
and  wider,  433  feet  in  length  by  93  in  width.  In  it 
were  placed  50,000  spindles  snd  1000  looms.  In 
1881-82,  Nu.  6  mill  was  built  of  brick,  three  stories 
high,  6691  feet  long  aud  95  feet  wide,  containing 
61,000  spindles  and  1072  looms,  and  employs  GOO 
hands. 

This  large  area  of  machinery  is  driven  by  several 
Corliss  engines  of  immense  power.  One  of  these 
monster  engines,  two  thousaud  horse-power,  mightier 
by  six  hundred  horse-power  than  the  great  engine  at 
the  Centennial  Exhibition,  has  a  stroke  of  ten  feet, 
and  the  weight  of  its  fly-wheel  alone  is  fifty  tons. 

The  product  of  the  mills  is  chiefly  the  Wamsutta 
j  shirting  aud  sheeting,  of  world-wide  fume. 

This  immense  establishment  employs  2400  persons, 
has  a  total  of  200,000  spindles,  and  4300  looms  rang- 
ing  in  width  from  40  to  120  inches.  Capital,  $3,000,000. 
The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  Joseph  Grin n ell, 
president;  Edward  Kilburn,  sgent;  and  Andrew  G. 
Peirce,  treasurer. 

The  Orinnell  Mill.  -The  new  mill  of  the  Orinnell 
Manufacturing  Company  is  666  fret  long,  98  feet  wide, 
and  three  stories  high,  with  flat  roof,  and  a  basement 
about  six  feet  high,  two-thirds  above  ground.  The 
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height  of  the  first  story  is  IS  feet,  the  second  14}  feet, 
And  the  third  15)  to  17  feet  The  whole  will  cover 
nlmont  an  ncre  nnd  n  half.  An  stated  before,  it  ranges 
from  east  to  went  nlnng  the  north  part  of  the  Rodman 
Dike  property,  at  the  south  side  of  Kilburn  8treet. 
The  engine-house,  at  the  southwest  corner,  is  40  by 
50  feet,  a  single  story  28  feet  high.  The  boiler-house 
is  62  by  68  feet,  a  single  story  22  feet  high. 

The  picker  building,  117  by  98  feet,  and  from  15J 
to  17  feet  high,  is  situated  28  feet  west  of  the  main 
building.  In  the  southeast  part  'if  this  structure  is 
the  picker  room,  77  by  02  feet,  and  it  also  contains  a 
repair-shop,  86  by  82  feet,  and  a  cloth-room,  85  by  36 
feet.  It  is  connected  with  the  mill  by  a  structure  28 
hy  80  feet,  which  contains  the  main  entrance  to  the 
mill,  a  harness-room,  lap-elevator,  etc.  The  picker 
building  being  of  tho  same  width  as  the  mill,  ranges 
with  it.  Farther  to  the  west  is  the  office  building, 
48  hy  24  feet.  1  5 }  feet  high,  and  containing  in  addition 
to  the  offices  a  supply-room  in  the  basement.  The 
united  length  of  the  connected  buildings  is  859  feet. 

The  mill  contains  1264  looms  40  inches  wide  and 
9600  spindles.  The  power  is  furnished  by  a  Corliss 
engine  with  two  cylinders,  each  thirty-two  feet  in 
diameter  and  six  feet  stroke. 

Potamska  Mills.— Potamska  Mill,  No.  1,  was  built 
in  1871,  nod  went  into  operation  with  a  capital  of 
$600,000.  It  is  345  by  92  feet,  four  stories  high  ;  the 
weaving-shed  is  one  story  high,  108  by  97  feet;  the 
picker-room  is  two  stories  high,  119  by  40  feet.  It 
has  48,000  spindles  and  1006  looms. 

No.  2  mill  was  built  in  1877,  the  main  building 
being  348  by  92  feet,  four  stories  high ;  the  L  184  by 
92  feet,  two  stories  high  ;  the  weaving  shed  184  by  92 
feet,  one  story  high;  and  the  picker-house  71  by  47 
feet,  two  stories  high  ;  all  built  of  brick.  This  mill 
has  58,328  spindles  and  1428  looms.  The  total  num- 
ber of  spindles  in  both  mills  is  106,328,  and  the  total 
number  of  looms  2424. 

These  mills  manufacture  fine  lawns,  Ratteens,  cre- 
tonnes, jeans,  and  print  cloths.  Both  mills  are 
driven  by  Corliss  double  twenty-eight-inch  cylinder, 
five-foot  stroke  engines,  of  eight  hundred  horse- 
power each,  both  mills  employing  about  twelve  hun- 
dred operatives. 

James  Robinson  was  the  first  president  and  treas- 
urer. He  was  succeeded  Aug.  27,  1875,  by  Horatio 
Hatliawsy,  who  was  succeeded  by  the  present  officers, 
— Andrew  G.  Pcircc,  treasurer,  elected  in  1878,  and 
Edward  Kilburn,  president,  elected  in  1879.  Hiram 
Kilburn  has  been  superintendent  from  the  commence- 
ment. The  goods  of  these  mills  have  an  enviable 
reputation  for  honest  work  and  quality  of  material. 

Tha  Oosnold  Mills  were  incorporated  in  1848  and 
organized  in  1855,  with  the  following  board  of  direc- 
tors: Thomas  Nye,  Jr.,  Lemuel  Kollock,  William 
Phillips,  W.  J.  Rotch,  John  R.  Thornton,  James  D. 
Thompson,  Jonathan  Bourne,  Jr.,  and  Edward  B. 
Mandell. 


The  first  president  was  Lemuel  Kollock,  who  served 
until  April  20, 1865,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  James 
D.  Thompson,  and  April  21, 1875,  Mr.  Thompson  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  president,  Mr.  Joseph  H. 
Cornell. 

The  first  treasurer  and  clerk  was  Frederick  Bryant, 
who  was  succeeded  Feb.  17,  1850,  by  William  Phil- 
lips. In  1858,  Mr.  L.  M.  Kollock  became  treasurer 
and  clerk,  and  continued  in  that  office  until  April, 
1865,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  James  D.Thompson. 
Mr.  William  W.  Webb  was  chosen  clerk  at  the  same 
time.  Mr.  Thompson  officiated  until  April  18,  1876, 
when  ho  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Joapph  H.  Cornell,  the 
present  incumbent.  Mr.  George  Wilson  was  elected 
treasurer  April  30,  1872,  when  the  following  new 
board  of  directors  were  chosen:  George  Wilson, 
James  H.  Cornell,  George  F.  Kingmsn,  James  M. 
Lawton,  and  John  B.  Little.  John  A.  Dates  wns 
elected  secretary  April  15, 1873,  and  continues  to  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Little  was  succeeded  Aug.  1, 1874, 
by  Atmore  Holmes  as  a  director,  and  in  April,  1876, 
Mr.  Lawton  was  succeeded  by  William  O.  Taber. 
The  mills  have  had  but  two  superintendents,  John 
W.  Kingsbury  and  tho  present,  Mr.  Henry  Howard. 

The  mills  manufacture  hoop,  band,  scroll,  rod, 
horse-shoe,  and  hame  iron  and  chains  uf  every  de- 
scription. The  growth  of  these  mills  has  been  steady, 
and  from  a  comparative  small  beginning  they  now 
rank  among  the  representative  institutions  of  the  city. 

Masonic— Star  in  this  East  Lodge,1  F.  and 
A.  M. — This  is  the  oldest  Masonic  lodge  in  the  city, 
having  been  chartered  Dec.  10, 1823,  with  the  follow- 
ing charter  members:  Timothy  I.  Dyre,  Anthony  D. 
Richmond,  George  Randall,  Asn  Wood,  Alden  D. 
Stoddard,  Jonathan  Buttrick,  Oliver  Swain,  Charles 
Coggeshall,  Thomas  Cole,  Zaccheus  Cushnian,  Sam- 
uel Hall,  Eastland  Babcock, Timothy  G.  Coffin,  Reu- 
ben Swift,  Joseph  E.  Melcher,  James  Maddix,  Sam- 
uel James,  James  Mooers,  Mendell  Ellis,  Silvanus 
Ames,  and  Edward  T.  Taylor. 

This  venerable  lodge  has  always  quietly  and  faith- 
fully exemplified  the  beautiful  principles  of  Free- 
masonry, and  its  records  are  heavily-  laden  with 
blessings  of  widows  and  orphans  who  through  a  long 
term  of  years  have  had  their  hearts  made  glad  and 
burdens  lightened  by  its  generous  aid. 

It*  officers  and  members  have  carried  on  the  good 
work  whether  the  prevailing  public  opinion  was  for 
or  against  the  fraternity,  and  it  is  one  of  the  honored 
lodges  that  met  regularly  and  duly  attended  to  its 
business  all  through  the  fanatical  Anti-Masonic  ex- 
citement. It-  roll  embraces  the  names  of  a  large 
number  of  our  best  citizens  in  character  and  integ- 
rity, and  it  furnished  the  charter  members  of  Eureka 
Lodge  of  this  city,  as  well  as  many  of  those  of  Con- 
cordia Lodgo  of  Fairjiaren  and  Noqnochoke  Lodge 
of  Westport. 


•  Bj  Jum  a  lilted. 
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The  Put  Masters  of  thia  lodge  aince  it*  charter  are 
Timothy  I.  Dyre,  George  Randall,  Oliver  Swain, 


It  was  moved  to  Taunton  on  the  5th  of  July,  1 82S, 
and  after  twenty  year*  good  service  iU  locution  was 


Ephraim   Kempton,  Abner  Bourne,  Anthony  D.    changed  to  this  city,  Nov.  26,  1845. 


Richmond,  Thomas  T.  Wells,  John  Sargent,  Lucien 
B.  Keith,  Timothy  G.  Coffin,  John  Freeman,  Timo- 
thy Ingraham,  Samuel  W  Hayes,  Henry  F.Thomas, 
Henry  Taber  (2d),  Isaac  M.  Richardson,  George  H. 
Taber,  John  B.  Baylies,  Shipley  W.  Butnpus,  Albert 
H.  W.  Carpenter,  William  W.  Arnold,  Wanton  T. 
Drew,  James  Taylor,  Ezekiel  C.  Gardiner,  Anthony 
D.  Hall. 

Its  present  membership  is  three  hundred  and  aixty, 
and  its  officers  are  Theodore  W.  Cole,  W.  M. ;  Fred- 
erick A.  Bradford,  S.  W. ;  Frauk  M.  Ashley,  J.  W. ; 
Edward  Stetson,  Treaa. ;  James  C.  Hitch,  Sec.  j  Ben- 
jamin F.  Jenney,  Chap.;  Andrew  M.  Miirts,  M. ; 
Washington  A.  Jenkins,  S.  D. ;  Bartholomew  Otho- 
man,  J.  D. ;  Thomas  R.  Brownell,  S.  8. ;  Ernest  A. 
Wheaton,  J.  S. ;  George  Peiroe,  0. ;  Ansel  F.  Blos- 
som, Tyler. 

Eureka  Lodge,1  F.  and  A.  M.— The  membership 
of  Star  in  the  East  Lodge  having  grown  so  large, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  by  members  of  the  fraternity 
to  have  another  lodge,  and  Eureka  Lodge  was 
chartered  May  8,  1857,  with  the  following-named 
members:  Timothy  Ingraham,  Isaac  M.  Richardson, 
Benjamin  Russell,  Mosea  H.  Bliss,  Stephen  A.  Tripp, 
Moses  G.  Thomas,  Lineas  Wood,  James  C.  Tripp,  and 
Henry  F.  Thomas. 

It  has  always  been  prosperous  from  the  beginning. 
Its  Paat  Masters  are  Timothy  Ingraham,  Henry  P. 
Thomas,  Isaac  M.  Richardson,  Amasa  L.  Gleaaon, 
Charles  W.  Seabury,  John  A.  Lee,  Abraham  H.  How- 
land,  Jr.,  Thomas  B.  Tripp,  James  L.  Sherman,  Ansel 
G.  Baker,  William  T.Soule,  William  O.  Woodman. 

Ita  present  membership  is  three  hundred  and 
twenty-six,  and  its  officers  are  Frederick  W.  Mosher, 
W.  M.;  William  H.  Waterman,  S.  W.;  Edward  H. 
Field,  J.  W.;  Humphrey  A.  Gilford,  Jr.,  Treaa.; 
William  A.  Mackie.  Sec. ;  Edwin  Whittaker,  Chap. ; 
George  8.  P.  Bradford,  U.;  Arnold  B.  Wady,  8.  D. ; 
8impson  J.  Blossom,  J.  D. ;  Charles  L.  Tripp,  8.  8. ; 
Henry  L.  Dwight,  J.  8.;  Thomas  J.  Borden,  I.  8. ; 
George  Peirce,  0. ;  Ansel  F.  Blossom,  Tyler. 

a  i ii  i.n i ii a m  R.  A.  Chapter.'— This  old  organiza- 
tion has  been  imparting  the  impressive  and  delightful 
lessons  of  Chapter  Masonry  to  generations  in  this 
section  of  Massachusetts,  and  its  members  may  be 
found  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  carrying  on  the  work 
of  other  chapters  which  they  have  organized.  Ita 
charter  is  dated  Oct.  4,  1816,  and  waa  grunted  to  the 
following  companions  of  Attleborough  and  vicinity: 
George  Ellis,  Manning  Richards,  George  W.  Robin- 
son, Otis  Robinson,  James  Warren,  Richard  Carrigue, 
Jabez  Newell,  Edward  Richardson,  Obed  Robinson, 
Jr.,  Darius  Briggv,  Abiathar  Richardson,  Jr.,  John 
Whiting,  Daniel  Babcock,  Carlos  Barrows. 


Its  Past  High  Priests  are  Richard  Carrigue,  George 
Ellis,  James  W.  Croasman,  John  Howard,  William 
W.  Croasman,  Samuel  Caswell,  Jr.,  Timothy  Ingra- 
ham, Moses  Q.  Thomas,  Wanton  T.  Dew,  John  A. 
Lee,  Abram  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  William  W.  Arnold, 
Albert  H.  W.  Carpenter,  James  L  Sherman,  Albert 
E.  Wright 

Its  present  membership  is  three  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  aud  ita  officers  are  William  M.  Thorup, 
H.  P. ;  Ansel  G.  Baker,  K. ;  John  W.  Taylor.  8. ; 
George  R.  Stetson,  Treaa. ;  H.  Wilder  Emerson,  Sec. ; 
Charles  H.  Brownell,  Chap. ;  Frank  M.  Ashley,  C.  H. ; 
Benjamin  8.  Jenkins,  P.  S. ;  Henry  C.  W  Mosher,  R. 
A.C.;  Joseph  W.  Chadwlck,  Stephen  A.  Brownell, 
Charles  W.  Potter,  Jr.,  M.  V.;  Ansel  F.  Blossom, 
Tyler. 

Sutton  Commandehy  of  Kmiiirra  Templar,' 
and  the  Appendant  Orders.  This  couunandery  whs 
chartered  May  4,  1864,  with  the  following  members: 
John  B.  Baylies,  Albert  II.  W.  Car|>enter,  Gustavus 
Delano,  Wanton  T.  Drew,  John  Ansou  Lee,  Charles 
H.  Sanford,  Elishu  C.  Ixsoiiard,  Joshua  B.  Wit.slow, 
Henry  Field,  Jr.,  Jacob  L.  Porter,  Francis  L.  Porter, 
Robert  C.  Top-ham,  Jacob  B.  Hadley,  David  Bray  ton, 
William  E.  Mason,  Hiram  Wlieutou,  I.uriiut  Hall, 
Jr.,  Stephen  W.  McFurlin,  Amasa  L.  Gleason,  John 
Valentino,  Jr.,  John  Fuller,  William  W.  Arnold,  An- 
dreas T.  Thorup,  Henry  G.  Pomeroy,  George  Bliss, 
James  H.  C.  Richmond,  William  A.  Searell,  James 
D.  Driggs,  William  G.  Woodman,  Nathan  Lewis, 
George  R.  Paddock,  David  8.  Small,  Peter  Kales, 
Peter  D.  Cutter,  John  Terry,  and  Ansel  Tripp. 

It  has  been  very  flourishing  from  the  start,  and  the 
utmost  harmony  and  good  fellowship  has  existed 
among  all  the  Sir  Knights. 

It  was  named  in  honor  of  Sir  Knight  Gen.  William 
Sutton,  of  Salem,  who  was  much  interested  in  all  that 
pertained  to  Freemasonry,  particularly  to  Templar 
Masonry,  and  he  presented  Sutton  Commandery  with 
a  beautiful  banner. 

The  Past  Eminent  Commanders  are  John  B.  Bay- 
lies, Albert  H.  W.  Carpenter,  John  A.  Lee,  Abraham 
H.  Howland,  Jr.,  Gardner  T.  Sanford,  Henry  Field, 
Jr.,  and  James  Taylor. 

Its  present  membership  is  two  hundred  and  nine, 
and  the  officers  are  William  T.  Soulc,  E.  C;  James 
L.  Sherman,  Gen.;  William  H.  Matthews,  Capt. 
Gen.;  Frederick  A.  Bradford,  Prelate;  Jacob  B. 
Hadley,  Treaa.;  H.  Wilder  Emerson,  Roc.;  Ezekiel 
C.  Gardiner,  8.  W.;  Edwin  Dews,  J.  W. ;  William 
H.  Sherman,  St.  B. ;  Thcmlore  W.  Cole,  Sw.  B. ; 
Henry  C.  W.  Mosher,  W. ;  Charles  H.  Wood,  3d  G.j 
Benjamin  8.  Jenkins,  2d  (». ;  Thomas  L.  A  lieu,  1st  G.; 
Ansel  F. 
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Early  Phyriciam.— Probably  tbe  earliest  physi- 
cian within  the  limit*  nf  the  old  town  of  Dartmouth 
ww  Dr.  Daniel  Ifathnwny. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Burg  was  also  an  early  physician. 
He  died  Sept.  18,  1748,  and  was  buried  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  Acushnet. 

Another  well-known  physician  of  his  time  was 
Elisha  Tobey.  who  died  May  10,  1781. 

Dr.  8amucl  Perry  was  also  a  physician  of  consid- 
erable repute.  He  had  two  sons,  both  well-known 
practitioners  in  tho  town.  Dr.  Samuel,  Jr.,  died 
Oct.  26,  1820,  and  his  brother,  Dr.  Ebenezer,  March 
18,  1822. 

Dr.  Silas  Tompkins  died  here  Dec.  21,  1803. 

Dr.  William  dishing  Whitridge  was  born  in  Tiv- 
erton, R.  I.,  Nov.  2f>,  1784,  and  died  at  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  Dee.  28, 1857,  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his 
age.  His  father  was  a  distinguished  physician  in  his 
day,  and  his  surviving  brothers,  Dr.  Joshua  R.  Whit- 
ridge, of  Charleston,  and  Dr.  John  Whitridge,  of 
Baltimore,  rank  deservedly  high  in  the  cities  of  their 
adoption.  Dr.  Whitridge  entered  Brown  University 
in  1800,  but  subsequently  went  to  Union  College, 
8chenectady,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  was  graduated  with 
distinction  in  1804.  He  entered  at  once  as  a  pupil 
in  his  father's  office,  and  attended  one  full  course  of 
lectures  at  Harvard  University.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, at  that  time  take  a  medical  degree,  and  in  1847 
received  from  Harvard  the  honorary  title  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine. 

The  first  theatre  of  his  practice  was  Tiverton,  R.I., 
where  he  continued  to  labor  with  success  until  1822, 
when  he  removed  to  New  Bedford.  Here  he  toiled 
in  a  widening  circle  of  professional  occupation  until 
death  bore  him  from  the  scene  of  his  labors.  His  per- 
sonal appearance  was  highly  prepossessing,  and  his 
manners  were  simple  and  unaffected.  He  possessed  a  j 
quick  and  ready  perception,  a  rare  faculty  or  analy-  | 
sis,  and  a  remarkable  facility  in  tho  attainment  of 
useful  mid  important  facta  bearing  upon  his  profes- 
sion. The  public  confidence  in  his  skill  as  a  physi- 
cian was  very  great,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  ho 
had  the  largest  consultation  practice  in  New  Bedford. 
Dr.  Whitridge  was  frequently  delegated  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society  to  attend  the  sessions  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and  was  present 
at  those  of  Boston  and  New  York. 

Dr.  Alexander  Read  was  a  physician  of  high  stand- 
ing, and  one  of  the  leading  members  in  the  profession 
in  this  part  of  the  State.  He  was  born  in  Milford, 
July  10,  1786.  He  was  graduated  in  1808  at  Dart- 
mouth College,  having  acquired  the  reputation  of 
good  scholarship  and  unblemished  morals.  Ho  pur- 
sued his  medical  studies  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Greene,  of  Worcester,  and  of  Nathan  Smith,  M.D., 
and  in  1811  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  New  Bedford.  He  soon  acquired  the  repu- 
tation of  a  skillful  and  attentive  physician,  and  re- 
ceived the  patronage  of  a  numerous  circle  of  intelligent 


and  wealthy  citizens.  A  course  of  lectures  prepared 
and  delivered  by  him  on  chemistry  and  botany  with 
great  acceptance  was  a  happy  introduction  to  the 
youthful  portion  of  the  more  intelligent  population, 
and  many  of  the  attendants  remained  ever  after  his 
anient  friends. 

Possessing  by  nature  a  sanguine  temperament,  and 
by  cultivation  and  intercourse  with  good  society  a 
refined  taste,  he  was  fitted  to  be  an  ornament  in  the 
circle  in  which  he  moved.  He  was  made  to  love  and 
to  be  loved.  He  was  kind,  conciliatory,  and  con- 
siderate. Naturally  modest  and  self-diffident,  ho 
wondered  at  his  own  success.  He  seemed  to  live 
more  for  others  than  for  himself.  His  own  happiness 
was  an  incident  rather  than  an  end  in  his  pursuits. 
His  ruling  passion  was  to  promote  the  well-being  of 
those  with  whom  he  associated.  Hence  as  a  physi- 
cian he  was  ardent  in  tho  pursuit  of  knowledge,  care- 
ful in  his  observation  of  the  changing  phases  of  dis- 
ease, kind  in  his  deportment,  courteous  in  all  the 
relations  of  life,  and  skillful  to  perceive  and  minister 
to  the  necessities  of  his  numerous  patienta. 

In  1816  he  received  the  degree  of  M.D.  at  New 
Haven.  Dr.  Read  was  a  skillful  surgeon  as  well  as 
physician,  and  was  much  devoted  to  that  branch  of 
his  profession.  His  advice  was  much  sought  and  ap- 
preciated by  his  professional  brethren.  They  felt 
that  their  reputation  was  safe  in  his  hands,  that 
when  called  in  counsel  he  would  sustain  and  not  sup- 
plant them.  He  scorned  the  low  art  to  which,  it 
must  be  confessed,  a  few,  even  of  educated  men,  re- 
sort for  tho  acquisition  of  business.  Quackery, 
whether  in  its  infinitesimal  or  more  heroic  develop- 
ment,  received  from  him  no  countenance.  He  pub- 
lished but  little.  His  remarks  on  the  mode  of  prep- 
aration and  usee  of  Datura  Stramonium  are  a  model 
of  simplicity  and  directness  in  medical  communica- 
tions. 

His  crowning  excellence  was  his  reverence  for  God. 
His  was  the  religion  of  the  Bible.  He  acknowledged 
its  claims  and  reverently  bowed  to  its  teachings,  and 
in  the  hour  of  affliction  and  sickness  he  was  rewarded 
by  its  abundant  consolations.  Religion  with  him 
was  an  abiding  principle,  not  the  fitful  vagary  of  an 
excited  Imagination. 

Such  was  Dr.  Read, — a  good  husband,  kind  father, 
beloved  physician,  and  in  every  relation  eminently 
a  good  man. 

His  fatal  disease  was  haimaturia,  followed  by 
chronic  disorganization  and  protracted  suffering. 

Fire  Society,  1809 —The  following  is  a  "  Li»tof  the 
members  of  the  Bedford  Fire  Society,  with  ('A')  watch- 
word, June  10,  1809,  presented  to  the  firo-warda,  vi«. : 
Joseph  Ricketson,  Elisha  Thornton,  Jr.,  Barnabas 
Tabcr,  Job  Eddy,  James  Allen  (2d),  Simpson  Hart, 
Cornelius  Howland,  Nicholas  D.  Greene,  Daniel 
Taber,  Nathan  Tabcr,  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.,  Caleb 
Green,  William  Sawyer  Wall,  Jahaiicl  Jenney,  Wil- 
liam  James,  Peter  Barney,  Josiah  Wood,  Francis 
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Tiber,  John  Thornton,  Peleg  Howland,  William 
Row,  Gilbert  Howland,  Gilbert  Russell,  Saudi  Wiog, 
Caleb  Congdon,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Freeman  Barrows, 
and  John  H.  Howland. 
"  By  order  of  the  society,  watchword  '  A.' 

"  Caleb  Qbeenb." 

Attached  to  this  list  is  the  following  notice: 
"  To  Caleb  Congdon,  one  of  the  fire-wards  for  the 
town  of  New  Bedford,  the  inclosed  list  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Bedford  Fire  8ociety  with  its  watchword 
is  presented  thee  for  thy  government  or  direction,  to 
give  orders  to  said  members  at  any  fire  which  may 
happen.   The  watchword  is  not  to  be  divulged." 

An  Interesting  Document.  The  old  borough  of 
Dartmouth,  England,  the  fishing  community  at  the 
month  of  the  Dart,  gave  our  old  Dartmouth  its  name. 
Many  incidents  connected  with  its  name  and  history 
made  this  ancient  borough,  whose  franchise  dates 
back  to  the  reign  of  Richard  Cumr  de  Lion,  closely 
associated  with  the  commemorative  exercises. 

An  address  "  To  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen 
of  the  city  of  Dartmouth,  county  of  Devon,  England," 
had  been  prepared,  and  was  read  to  the  meeting. 
Having  been  signed  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  Common 
Council  men,  and  clerk  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 
and  by  the  selectmen  and  town  clerks  of  the  towns 
uniting  in  the  celebration,  and  beautifully  engrossed, 
it  was  sent  to  its  destination. 

The  time  required  by  its  engrossment,  and  to  obtain 
the  large  number  of  necessary  signatures  of  persons 
dwelling  widely  apart,  brought  the  end  of  the  year 
before  it  could  be  forwarded. 

It  was  not  until  Washington's  Birthday,  1866,  thut 
the  mayor  of  the  city  received  a  response  to  this 
greeting  from  the  old  Dartmouth  of  America  to  the 
old  Dartmouth  of  Great  Britain.  But  when  it  was 
received  the  delay  was  not  cared  for  or  thought  of. 
The  reply  was  dated  on  the  "  Fourth  of  July,"  1665, 
was  signed  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  clerk,  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  borough  of  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hard- 
ness, in  the  county  of  Devon,  England.  One  of  the 
councilors  bears  the  significant  name  of  John  Bully. 
It  is  a  well-written  document,  and  its  tone  is  kind  and 
mauly.  In  these  respects  it  fully  met  the  circum- 
stances of  the  occasion  and  the  wishes  and  expecta- 
tions of  those  to  whose  greeting  it  was  an  answer. 
But  the  form  in  which  it  appeared  was  a  surprise  and 
a  delight.  Its  elegant  cbirography  upon  vellum  is  a 
picture  in  itself;  and  this,  with  its  beautiful  illumi- 
nations of  border  and  other  chaste  ornamentation, 
give  the  whole  a  rare,  rich,  and  attractive  appear- 
ance. 

The  Ship  •'Rebecca,'"— The  ship  "  Rebecca"  was 
the  first  ship  built  in  New  Bedford.  She  was 
launched  in  the  spring  of  1785.  George  Claghorn 
was  the  master-carpenter,  who  afterwards  built  the 
frigate  "  Constitution,"  the  pride  of  our  navy. 

>  By  William  T.  H well,  n*ISa  In  IBM. 


The  "  Rebecca"  was  owned  by  Joseph  Russell  and 
his  sons  Barnabas  and  Gilbert  Russell.  The  timber 
of  which  she  was  built  was  chiefly  cut  in  the  south- 
westerly part  of  the  town,  now  covered  with  houses 
and  gardens.  She  measured  176| \  tons,  which  at  that 
time  was  considered  so  immeusely  large  that  she  was  the 
wonder  aud  the  admiration  of  all  the  country  round. 
People  from  Taunton,  Brldgewaier.andall  the  neigh- 
boring towns  came  to  New  Bedford  to  see  the  big 
ship.  There  was  a  woman  figure-head  carved  for  her, 
and  when  it  wan  about  being  put  upon  her  a  number 
of  the  Friends'  Society  remonstrated  against  so  vain 
and  useless  an  ornament,  and  she  went  to  sea  without 
it. 

The  owners  of  the  "  Rebecca"  had  some  difficulty 
in  finding  a  man  of  sufficient  experience  to  trust  with 
the  command  of  so  big  a  ship.  Now  we  have  a 
schooner  of  larger  tonnage  running  to  New  York  as  a 
packet  (schooner  "Richmond"  is  oue  hundred  and 
eighty  tons). 

James  Haydon  was  finally  selected  for  her  captain, 
and  Cornelius  Grinnell,  chief  mate.  She  sailed  on  her 
first  voyage  to  Philadelphia;  from  thence  to  Liver- 
pool. The  second  voyage  Cornelius  Grinnell  wits 
captain,  and  continued  to  command  her  for  six  years. 

The  "Rebecca"  was  the  first  American  whale-ship 
that  doubled  Cape  Horn.  She  was  commanded  by 
Capt.  Kearsley,  and  made  a  successful  voyage,  ob- 
taining a  cargo  of  sperm  oil  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  and 
returning  iu  about  twelve  months. 

The  "liebecca"  finally  made  a  disastrous  cud. 
She  sailed  from  Liverpool  for  New  York  in  the 
autumn  of  1798,  commanded  by  Capt.  Gurducr  (the 
father  of  the  present  Capt*.  Gardner),  and  has  never 
been  heard  of  from  that  time  to  this.' 


«  dpi.  Cornelia*  {lowland  and  Caleb  Oreeoe,  lb*  achoulaiaaler,  war* 
••»  I'l*  "  B»bece»"  when  ah*  made  bar  Pacific  voyage.   Borne  of 

tin  ecu  oonera  of  Ilia  pre***!  Jay  are  nearly  four  liana*  Hi*  alt*  of  tb* 
••Rebecca."   Mb*  MS  not  Iba  Bret  elilp  ball!  I*  MM,   TU*  building 

or  Iks  "  n.ti»ouuv  baa  **  «ru*r  date.  ..d  uu»  i.i.  fcWir*  china, 

Thumae  Kemptou,  a*J.I  ib*l  *  ahlp  called  tUa  "  Bedford"  w.a  Will  uu 
Iba  -eel  tad*  of  lb.  Acuel.not  a.  early  a*  1TW  Tl.la  could  not  hat. 
beau  lb*  liUwk  "  Bedford." 

Frederick  0.  Saufonl,  uf  Nantucket,  la  hla  valuable  and  luUrwatlug 
•rllcla  iu  Iba  Mrarkcaal  /aowirar,  mr.j.  U>*  ■  Itoueera  of  Iba  Wbula 
Webery,"  oayi  Ui*t "  i*  ITVI  our  ahlp*  entered  tb*  Paclnc."  Tkla  la  lb* 
year  Ibal  lb*  14  Hebocoa"  doubted  Cup*  Horn.  Aoommt*  difl.r  aa  to 
whlrh  took  the  lead  in  tUa adrentur*.  Nantucket or  New  Bedford.  Ins 
latter  dated  Aug.  J?,  IBTu,  Ml  Stanford  *ajre  Ibaflu  coaaauueuc*  of  tlx 
great  alloc***  lii  tb*  Pacific  of  ehipe  fnnu  Loudon  umI  Mr.  Koh  b'a  ablpa 
Iron  Dunklrk.au  ehipe  ware  In  ITOOStted  lor  whaling  Iu  lliat 
Naullttket.  Tlie  •  Bearer'  aallad  Srat,  Auguet,  INI."  The  area  atari 
from  tkla  country  for  doubling  Oap*  Hon  we.  no  doubt  from  Nenluckal. 
Tl..  -  Beuecc."  ww,  .ol  oiled  for  the  HwclSc.  Information  obtained  or. 
Ih*  »,.(.  Induced  tb.  captain  to  try  UU  lack  U.are.  Which  of  lb. 
iwo  .1,.,.  a  rat  rounded  the  cape  doea  not  appear,  I .  not  of  muck  Im- 
portance. 

Tb*  following  extract*  farm  ■  pert  of  tb*  ooucluatou  of  Mr.  Sauford'a 
Ihleraalliig  a  rtlclo.  Uie  drecrlHion  of  Iba  reseda  and  the  man  eai|*oyed 
Iu  thie  bold  .ulerprt**  will  apply  Iu  tb*  New  Bedford  aa  well  a*  to  the 
Naatiivkal  pfoueera  engagwd  In  II  No  oue  will  i|uo*lUiu  lb*  truth  of 
lb*  portrait  he  baa  drawn  of  Iba  hardy,  bold,  aud  etil.lprtalng  man  ot 
Nantucket,  who  were  Iba  wurM-rouowiied  leader*  Iu  Ihi*  extraordinary 
brunch  of  lh«  worl  Ft  Induetrlel  puraailia.  The  ■lory  of  the  whelare 
bordera  u|ioo  Ihe  roni*aca  of  hlatory,  and  daerivra  *u  abler  hleforlau 
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Old  advertisement  in  Medley,  1794,— 


KrTTI.S,Wlthft 


•  largo 


In  the 


Mr. 
»«da 
IVtl 
"B.wo.P.AprtM,  1TW." 

Benevolent  and  other  Societies. — Association  for 
the  Relief  of  Aged  Women  of  New  Bedford ;  Mrs. 
Matthew  Howland,  president;  Mrs.  Loum  Snow, 
vice-president;  Mm.  Henry  T.  Wood,  treasurer ;  Mrs. 
Oliver  Preacott,  secretary ;  Mm.  Joseph  Orinncll, 
Mrs.  Abraham  Russell,  Mrs.  George  Howland,  Jr., 
Mrs.  William  Phillips,  Mrs.  William  O.  E.  Tope, 
Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Read.  Mrs.  Cornelius  Howland,  Mrs. 
Caleb  Anthony,  Mrs.  H.  R.  Aliny.  Mrs.  William 
Thompson,  Mrs.  James  Fisher,  Mrs.  William  J.  Rotch, 
Mrs.  James  Almy,  Mrs.  Edward  D.  Mandell,  Miss 
Ixiuise  8.  Cummings,  Mrs.  Frederick  8.  Gilford,  Miss 
Susan  Snow,  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Jones,  Mrs.  William  G. 
Wood,  Mrs.  HoratioHathaway.Mrs.William  A.  Dana, 
Miss  Gertrude  Baxter,  Miss  Anna  Clifford,  Miss  Mary 
T.  Howland,  Mrs.  George  Hussey,  Mrs.  Daniel  Wil- 
der, Mrs.  John  F.  Tucker,  Miss  Amelia  II.  Jones, 
managers;  Thomas  Nye,  Jr.,  Oliver  Preacott,  Joseph 
Grinnell,  Edward  D.  Mandell,  Horatio  Hathaway, 
advisers. 

Liberty  Hall  Association,  organized  July  15,  1841. 
Hnll  rebuilt  in  1865.  George  A.  Bourne,  president; 
Thomas  Wilcox,  clerk;  Joseph  Buckminstcr,  treas- 
urer ;  Thomas  L.  Parsons,  agent ;  George  A.  Bourne, 
Thomas  Wilcox,  Joseph  Buckminster,  directors. 

City  Farm,  at  Clarke's  Point;  Peleg  8.  Macy,  su- 
perintendent ;  Mrs.  C.  S.  Macy,  matron ;  Rev.  Isaac 
H.  Coe,  chaplain. 

Union  for  Good  Works,  established  Feb.  9,  1870. 
The  object  or  the  members  of  this  society  is  "  To  do 
good  nnd  to  grow  better." 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  New  Bed- 
ford ;  Edmund  Rodmund,  president ;  Allen  F.  Wood, 
vice-president;  Charles  E.  Hcndriekson,  recording 
secretary;  C.  W.  Knight,  treasurer;  Charles  W. 
llarncd,  general  secretary. 

Miss  any  who  hare  yet  atleuiptrd  lo  relate  It,  Who  *>  well  qualified  m 
Ik*  writer  of  Hi*  article  from  which  we  hate  quoted  t 

"  In  \n\  owr  uliipa  mitral  the  Pacific  In  pnnnlt  of  their  prej,  Ibaf 
doubled  Cape  Horn  In  ft  clw  cf  IM»U  that  would  \m  coualderftd  iinanfe 
ill  H.ht  day  to  perform  >  Kmn.tr  .or.*-  acroaa  the  Atlantic,  mi>ll  In 


;  lao  hundred  sad  Afty  tune  In  burden,  henvy,  doll 
•el  i ■  r-,  without  corner  on  their  bottoms,  poorly  and  ecantlly  Sited,  in- 
deed, but  manned  with  am  of  M  Iron  n»t»»  and  «n  energy  Hint  knew 
no  turning,  and  bars  again  thrr  were  encceaeful. 

"I  mi  fully  aware  that  If  aw  Bedford  enrpawiee  all  othar  plerea  en- 
gaged In  the  wliala  Aehery  In  wealth  and  prosperity.  Succcaa  haft 
followed  aiertlon  In  a  ratio  of  one  hundredfold,  and  thara  are  eery  few 
place*  In  our  country  which  hare  arlaen  to  ench  ft  height  of  proaperlly 
la  an  abort  a  period.    It  aenma  almoal  the  work  of  an  enchanter. 

"Other  |daeea  hare  ecll|acd  Nantucket  of  late,  but  the  well-earned 
fame  of  oar  elre*  knowa  no  diminution,  hut  brlghtena  Uielr  laurala  na 
time  Iwim  their  nnmbera.  Nftiitucket  may  with  an  honeat  pride  h-avk 
hack  la  a  long  11*1  of  worUilea,  men  filled  with  Interminable  pereeeer- 
anra  and      energy  thel  defied  and  i.rei 


aa  the  jawela  of  Cor- 


Orphans'  Home,  organized  in  1842.  For  orphans 
in  both  sexes.  About  thirty  inmates.  Mias  Celia 
Brett,  matron  ;  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Brett,  assistant  matron ; 
Mrs.  William  C.N.  Swift,  president;  Mrs.  William 
Cropo,  secretary  ;  Mrs.  James  D.  Thompson,  treasurer. 

St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  under  control  of  the  Sisters 
of  Mercy.  Sister  De  Pexxie,  superior.  The  following 
gentlemen  comprise  the  hospital  stafT :  Rev.  Hugh 
J.  Smyth,  director;  8.  W.  Hayes,  M.D.,  physician  in 
charge;  George  Atwood,  M.D.  (Fairhavon),  J.  H. 
Maekic,  M.D.,  E.  P.  Abbe,  M.D.,  consulting  physi- 
cians and  surgeons ;  8.  W.  Hayes,  M.D.,  G.  T.  Hough, 
M.D..  F.  H.  Hooper,  M.D.,  William  H.  Taylor,  M.D., 
visiting  physicians  and  surgeons ;  J.  J.  B.  Vermyne, 
M.D.,  ophthalmic  surgeon. 

Union  Lodge,  No.  7,  F.  and  A.  M.  (Colored). 

Annawan  Encampment,  I.  O.  of  O.  F. 

Acushnet  Lodge,  No.  -11,  I.  O.  of  O.  F. 

Vesta  Lodge,  No.  166.  I.  0.  of  O.  F. 

Potomska  Lodge,  No.  151 1,  G.  U.  0.  of  O.  F. 

Odd-Fellows'  Beneficial  Association  of  Southern 
Massachusetts ;  Samuel  C.  Hart,  president. 

Potomska  Stamm,  No.  182,  I.  O.  R.  M. ;  Martin 
Frcundshu,  0.  C. 

New  Bedford  Lodge,  No.  667,  K.  of  H. ;  Joseph  E. 
Higgins,  P.  D. 

William  Logan  Rodman  Poat,  No.  1,  G.  A.  R. ; 
Andrew  J.  Smith,  Com. ;  John  W.  Footman,  8.  V.C.; 
Thomas  E.  Ward,  J.  V.  C. ;  Benjamin  H.  Arnold,  Sur- 
geon ;  Charles  P.  Casmire,  Chaplain ;  Frederick  A. 
Washburn,  Q.M. ;  Ezra  K.  Bly,  Adj.. 

New  Bedford  City  Guards;  J.  K.  McAfee,  captain ; 
Z.  C.  Dunham,  first  lieutenant ;  William  R.  Spooner, 
second  lieutenant;  George  N.  Hall,  clerk ;  Abner  P. 
Pope,  treasurer. 

Honorary  members :  Edwin  Dews,  president ;  South- 
ward Potter  (2d),  secretary  aud  treasurer;  Samuel  C. 
Hart,  William  Baylies,  James  E.  Blake,  executive 
committee. 

Mount  Taber  Council,  No.  18. 

El  Bethel  Temple  of  Honor,  No.  24, 

Orient  Lodge,  No.  173,  G.  T. 

Liberty  Lodge,  No.  48,  G.  T. 

Acushnet  Division,  No.  87,  8.  of  T. ;  Francis  H. 
Greene,  W.  P. ;  Frank  P.  P.  Tuell,  W.  A. ;  William 
O.  Cross,  R.  8.;  Adeline  Durfce,  A.  R,  8.;  Charles 
D.  Tuell,  F.  8. ;  George  8.  Bowen,  T. ;  Isaac  Barnes, 
Chap. ;  Charles  L.  Parker,  C;  Emily  B.  Butman,  A. 
C. ;  William  Robinson,  I.  8.;  Samuel  Jones,  0.8. ; 
8.  T.  Vial!,  P.  W.  P. 

8t  Ldiwrenco  Catholic  Temperance  Society ;  Michael 
Duggan,  President. 

Incorporated  Companies,  etc.— Acushnet  Co- 
operative. Capital  stock,  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.    Sylvanus  Bennett,  agent. 

Morse  Twist-Drill  and  Machine  Company,  located 
on  Bedford,  corner  of  Fourth  Street.  Edward  S.  Taber, 
president  and  treasurer;  Nathan  Chastf,  Frederick  8. 
Allen,  Thomas  M.  Stetson,  Gilbert  Allen,  Andrew  G. 
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Peirce,  and  Edward  S. Taber,  directors ;  Gilbert  Allen, 
cleric  of  board. 

Mount  Washington  Glass  Company,  located  on 
Prospect  Street.  CapiUl  atock,  eighty-three  thouaand 
dollars.    Alexander  H.  Beabury,  treasurer. 

New  Bedford  Co-Operfttive  Saving  Fund  and  Loan 
Association,  41  William  Street,  incorporated  July  11, 
1881,  Authoriied  capital,  one  million  dollar*.  Isaac 
W.  Benjamin,  preaident ;  Edward  Kilburn,  viee-presi- 
dent;  Charles  R.  Price,  secretary ;  Gideon  B.  Wright, 
treasurer. 

New  Bedford  Copper  Company  waa  incorporated  in 
1860.  CapiUl,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thouaand  dollars. 
Gilbert  Allen,  preaident;  William  H.  Matthews,  treas- 
urer; Henry  Field,  Jr., superintendent;  Gilbert  Allen, 
Edward  D.  Mandell,  Leander  A.  Plummer,  William 
J.  Botch,  Jamea  D.  Thompson,  Frederick  S.  Alien, 
Charlea  W.  Clifford,  directors. 

New  Bedford  Cordage 'Company  waa  incorporated 
in  1846.  CapiUl,  aeventy-five  thouaand  dollars.  Wil- 
liam J.  Rotch,  preaident ;  L.  A.  Plummer,  treasurer 
and  clerk. 

New  Bedford  Gaa- Light  Company,  70  South  Water 
Street;  incorporated  in  1860.  CapiUl,  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thouaand  dollars.  William  C.  Taber, 
preaident ;  Gilbert  Allen,  treasurer ;  Gideon  Wood, 
auperinundent;  William  C.  Taber,  William  J.  Rotch, 
Jonathan  Bourne,  Jr.,  Edward  C.  Jones,  Joaeph  C. 
Delano,  Charlea  Almy,  Abram  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  Gil- 
bert Allen,  Lemuel  Kollock,  directors. 

New  Bedford  Ice  Company.  CapiUl  stock,  twenty 
thouaand  dollara.   M.  E.  Hatch,  treasurer,  9  Fourth 


Ivers,  Edward  Grinnell,  Morgan  Rotch,  Walter  Clif- 
ford, 0.  P.  Brighlman,  directors ;  M.  E.  Hatch,  gen- 
eral manager. 

Insurance  Company.— Bristol  County  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  44  North  Water  Street;  incor- 
porated A.i).  1829.  Jonathan  Bourne,  preaident;  Geo. 
N. 


New  Bedford,  Vineyard  and  Nantucket  Steamboat 
Company;  incorporated  March  21,  1854.  CapiUl, 
seventy  thousand  dollara.  Edward  D.  Mandell,  preai- 
dent; Andrew  G.  Peirce,  treasurer;  Edward T.  Pelrce, 
clerk ;  Edward  D.  Mandell,  Jonathan  Bourne,  Andrew 
G.  Peirce,  Samuel  P.  Burt,  New  Bedford;  Charlea 
Bradley,  Vineyard  Haven,  directors. 

This  company  owns  and  runa  the  ateamer  " Martha'a 
Vineyard,"  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  tons  burden, 
also  ateamer  "  Monohanaett,"  four  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five tons,  between  New  Bedford  and  Edgartown. 
Oak  Blufla,  Vineyard  Highlands,  Vineyard  Haven, 
and  Wood'a  Holl.  Also  steamers  "Island  Home" 
and  "  River  Queen"  to  Nantucket. 

Botch  Wharf  Company;  office,  Rotch'a  Square. 
William  J.  Rotch,  preaident;  Isaac  W.  Benjamin, 
treasurer ;  Eliaha  Gibba,  wharfinger. 

Thayer  and  Judd  ParaffineCompuny ;  office,  Rotch'a 
Square.  Incorporated  May  1,  1872,  CapiUl,  three 
hundred  thouaand  dollara.  Edwin  S.  Thayer,  presi- 
dent; L.  8.  Judd,  treasurer;  E.  S.  Thayer,  general 
agent;  John  B.  Huaaoy,  E.  8.  Thayer,  L.  8.  Judd,  J. 
B.  Merrlam,  William  Morgan,  directors. 

The  Southern  MaaeachusetU  Telephone  Company, 
organised  February,  1880.  C.  W.  Clifford,  preaident ; 
Samuel  Ivers,  treasurer;  Moaea  E.  Hatch,  a 


CHAPTER  XII. 

NEW  UKDFORD.— (G>«iiau*rf.) 

CIVIL  II 18T0ST— U ILITA BY  III8T0BT. 

Incorporation  of  lb*  Twu-Mnu  off  of  Falrbaten— Part  of  Dart- 
noutli  tnaaiad  lu  Haw  Bedford— Part  of  Acuahnat  auueaad  U>  «•» 
Bedford—  Iacor|>oralkia  of  tli*  CIi/— List  of  Ma/o«»-B»i>caa»»taU»aa 
to  Qawral  Court— C*l/  D*U-MIHUry  Raoord—  War  or  18l»-War  of 
tit*  Raballloit— Utt  of  Boldlara— Roll  of  Mown— BoldlarV  and  Ulan' 
Uotniiaont. 

This  town  originally  formed  a  part  of  the  old  town 
of  Dartmouth,  and  waa  incorporated  Feb.  23,  1787. 
It  reUined  its  original  area  until  Feb.  22,  1812,  when 
the  town  of  Fairhaven  waa  aet  off.  A  part  of  Dart- 
mouth waa  annexed  March  20,  1845,  and  a  part  of 
Acuahnet  April  9,  1875. 

New  Bedford  waa  incorporated  as  a  city  March  9, 
1847. 

The  following  is  a  liat  of  the  mayora: 
Abraham  H.  Howland,  1847-61. 
William  J.  Rotch,  1862. 
Bodney  French,  1863-64. 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  1865-66,  1868-65,  and  about 
three  months  of  1862. 

Qeorge  H.  Dunbar,  1867-68,  1878.   The  municipal 
year  was  changed  in  1857,  ao  that  hie  first  term  was 
I  nine  months. 

Willard  Nye,  1859. 

Isaac  C.  Taber,  1860-61,  and  to  Sept.  29, 1862. 
John  H.  Perry.  1866-67. 
Andrew  G.  Peirce,  1868-69. 
George  B.  Richmond,  1870-72.  1874. 
Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  1875-76. 
Alanaon  Borden,  1877. 
George  B.  Richmond,  1878. 
William  T.  Soule,  1879-80. 
George  W.  Wilson,  1881-83. 

REPRKBRMTATIYKS  TO  ORNKRAL  COURT  FROM  ITSS  TO  lass. 


Waltar  Rpoouar,  Hay  IS.  ITSS. 
"  »  Ma;  IS,  I7*». 
■        "       Ma/ 11,1790. 

»      -     Not.  so.  nso. 

May  17. 17W. 
Balk  Spooaar,  Ma/  1.  ITM. 

Ma/  S,  17M. 
■         -      Ma/  IS,  178«. 
-        «      Ma/  S,  171(7. 
"       Ma/ 1.1 


M./  It,  ism 
Ma/  1*.  MM, 


A  Ida*  Bpoonar,  Ma/  It,  1SUI. 
Bait  B|M»naf,  Ma/  In,  18tM- 
Bmjaalii  Charvh,  Ma/  «,  ISOS. 
Belli  B|wooar,  Ma/  4,  I  DO*. 
Laiaaal  Wllllama,  Ma/  IX,  1S0S. 

Aldan  •>,  r,  Ma/  IS,  IsOO. 

Balk  taaioiwc,  Ma/  IS,  land. 
I'arr/.  Ma/  IS,  laud. 

IS,  1807. 
Ma/  IS,  I8U0. 
Ma/  IS,  isua. 
Parr/,  Ma/  13.  1HU9. 

IS.  I 
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A  Mm  Snoooer.  May  IB.  1*08. 
Mh  Spooner.  May  19,  IHf». 
Samuel  Pony,  May  Iff, 
Thi.nin.  Sir,  Hv  ID,  I  *i  * 
C*Mlll8  Rua»ell,  May  It,  ID00. 
Scth  *poo»*r.  May  IK,  1*10 
bamnrl  I'.m    'I,,  |!t,  1*10. 
WHIUm  Willi.,  May  If,  1810. 
Gamaliel  Bryant,  Mm  It,  1*10. 
Jlreh  Swift,  Jr,  May  10,  1*10. 
Jonathan  Pope,  May  10, 1(10. 
«r.  May  18.1811. 
-  10. 1*11. 
r  li, llll. 
I  Hf T*nl,  M»>  !\  1811. 
Jlreh  Swift,  May  IS,  mi. 
Jonathan  Pope.  May  I*.  I«l. 
Joha  M  William*.  Mnj  1ft,  1812. 
.Lin.'--  «i  n  ,  May  IB,  nit. 

Gamaliel  Bryant,  *t«y  16,  nil. 
Jlreh  Swift,  Jr ,  May  IS,  HIS. 
Gamaliel  Bryant,  Itajr  10.  Ills. 
John  M.  Williams,  May  10,  1813. 
Jlrah  Swift,  Majp  10, 1*11, 
William  Hathaway,  May  10,  IMS. 
John  M.  Williams,  May  7, 1*14. 
w  llllam  Hathaway.  May  7, 1*14. 
J.me.  WaMib,,™,  May  7,  1814. 
Jlrah  Bwtft,  May  7, 1*14. 

James  w   May  1%  IIU. 

Jlrah  Swift.  May  13,  nit. 
John  M.  Wllllama,  May  13,  IMS. 
Manaawh  Kempton,  May  13,  lilt. 
John  A.  Parker,  May  13,  Kit. 
Tli.«.  Kempt,.*  1 2.1),  May  13,1*16. 
John  Ny..  May  13, 1*1*. 
Kr-  I.--,-  Hajhoej,  May  13,  l*1«. 
William  Willi*,  May  10,  1(17. 
Joha  Nye,  May  2,  111*. 
John  A.  Parker,  May  2,  llll. 
UmM I  Wllllama.  May  I*.  1119. 
John  Ny».  May  1&.  lilt, 
R™,j.min  Lincoln.  May  1ft,  1110. 
Cornell,.  Grtnaell,  May  IS,  111*. 
John  My*.  May  «.  trao. 
Lemnel  Wllllama.  May  6, 1*20. 
Thoma*  Raich,  May  6, 1*20. 
William  Hathaway,  May  a,  1*10. 
Thome*  Reich,  May  *,  1*21. 
Luronrl  William*,  Jr.,  Mar  I,  l»5l 
Wlllhm  Hathaway,  May  ft,  IMS. 
John  Nye,  May  (I,  1*2*. 
Benjamin  LI  nail  li,  May  fi,  1*22. 
John  A  Pnrh.r,  May  ft,  ISM, 
,MayS.l*J3. 


John  A.  Parker,  May  3, 1*23. 
WlllUm  Hathaway,  May  3,  1*23. 
Thoma*  Hotel.,  May  3, 1124. 
Thoma*  Rotcl,,  May  2,  112ft. 
John  A  Parker,  May  2,  IMS. 
Timothy  O.  Collin,  May  t,  1*28. 
Chart**  II.  Warran,  May  2,  ISM. 
Thorn*.  Rnteh.  May  ti,  1*20, 
John  A.  Perhar,  May  14. 1*27. 
T>. A.  Greene,  May  14,  1*17. 
Jolin  A.  Parker,  May  10,  1*21. 

,  May  10. 11)1*. 

.  10, 1*2*. 
.  May  10,  IMS. 
■  O.N;*.  May  10.  IN*. 
Chart**  W.  Morgan,  M«y  10, 1*2*. 
Thome*  A.  Oram*.  May  II,  IKS. 
William  C.  Nyr,  May  II,  1*29. 
Jam**  Arnold,  May  II,  112*. 
!<■>«— 11  Freeman,  May  II,  1*20 
rll.lSM. 


Ctiarl**  W.  Morfan,  May  II,  IMS. 
Tliom**  Greene,  May  10, 1*-10. 
Rmra-ll  Freeman,  May  10,  IRIO, 
Thoma*  A.  Greene,  May  II,  1*31. 
William  0.  I4y«,  May  II,  1*31. 
Charloa  W.  Morgan,  May  11, 1131. 
Rnnwll  Fr**men,  May  11.  1*31. 
Thoma*  Mandril,  May  11, 1*31. 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  May  11, 1*31. 
Thoma*  A.  Greene,  Not.  It,  IMS. 
Cherle.  W.  Morcan,  Not.  12, 1*32. 
12,  1*32. 
Not  13, 1*32. 

13, 1*32. 
i,  Mot.  13, 1*32. 
Kdmnnd  Gardner,  Not.  13,  1832. 
Mark  B.  Palmar,  Not.  II,  1133. 
Jonatltan  R.  Ward,  Not.  11, 1*33. 
Chart**  W.  Mortan,  Not.  II,  1833. 
Jolia  Barrage,  No*.  11, 1833. 
Thoma*  Mandell,  Not.  II,  1*33. 
ThoBia*  A.  Oraene,  Not.  II,  1133. 
laaacCaea.  Not.  11, 1*33. 
Kdmund  Gardner,  Not.  II.  1*33. 

t.11, 
Marrd.ll,  Not.  14. 
A.  Oreene,  Not.  10, 1134. 
John  r.rkln*.  Not.  10. 1834. 
Jlreh  Parry,  No*.  10,  IS34. 
Otied  Ny*.  Not.  10,  18.14. 
Roland  It  Crocker,  Not.  10, 1834. 
Iia«W  R.  (Ireene,  Not.  10, 1*34. 
Ollrer  Crock*r,  Not.  10, 1*34. 
John  II.  Clifford,  Nut.  10,  1834. 
II  mi.  MarriMI,  Not.  »,  183ft. 
Jonathan  R.  Ward,  Not.  0, 183A. 
Dflnjaraln  Coomb*,  Not.  9, 183ft. 
bani|.enn  P.rkln*,  Not.  9, 183*. 
William  II.  Crocker,  Not,  0,  l*3ft. 
Jamee  D  Thorn  peon,  Not.  9,  IMS. 
Robert  lllllman.  Not.  9, 1*3*. 
Thoma*  B.  Bush,  No*.  9, 1839. 
Cyro.  Hooper,  Nor.  9,  IMS. 
Tliomaa  Mandell,  Not.  14,  1838. 
Jonathan  R  Ward,  Not.  14,  1838. 
Sampson  Perklna,  Nor.  14,  1*38, 
William  II.  Cracker,  Not.  14, 1(38. 
Jamr*  It.  Thompson,  Not.  14, 1*38. 
Benjamin  Cootnla,  Nor.  14, 1*38. 
Thomas  B.  Binli.  Not.  14, HQS. 
Oym*  Hooper,  Not.  14,  1838. 
Isaac  Case,  No*.  14,  IM8. 
Imae  D.  11*11,  Not.  14, 1*38. 
Cliarle*  W.  Morgan.  Not.  13, 1*37. 
Thoma*  A.  Or****,  Not.  13, 1837. 
Pardon  0.  Seebury,  Nor.  IS,  1*37. 
Kphralm  Kempton,  Not.  13, 1*37. 
Samuel  T<**j,  Not.  13,  IM7. 
John  Perklna,  Not  13,  1837. 
William  II.  Allen,  Not.  13, 1837. 
Henry  Taber.  Not.  13, 1M7. 
Jame*  Wady,  Not.  13,  IM7. 
Thoma*  A.  Oreene,  Not.  12,  1838. 
Pardon  0.  Seabnry.  Nor.  12, 1838. 
K  'i- 1.  N.  Chaddoek,  Not.  12.  183*. 
Leonard  Macomber,  Not.  12, 1838. 
Abraham  Barber.  Not.  12,  1838. 

t.  12, 1838. 
Not.  12,  1838. 
D.  Blot,  Not.  It,  1*3*. 
William  n.  Stowall,  Not.  12.  1*3*. 
Thoma*  A.  Oreane,  Not.  II,  1*39. 
John  Perkln*,  Not.  II,  1830. 
811**  Stetann,  No*.  11,  1H9. 
(••org*  llowlaad,  Nor.  11,  1839. 
Joha  F.  Kmeraon,  N.»r.  11, 1*39. 
Charles  T.  Card,  Not.  11, 1831. 


HanryTalair.NoT.il, 
Alfred  Glbbs,  Not.  11, 1839. 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  Not.  11, 1830. 
TlMimas  A  (Ireene,  Not.  19, 1839. 
John  Perkins,  Not.  19, 183*. 
Alfred  Glbha,  Not.  19,  1839. 
Charlra  V.  Card,  Not.  19,  1839. 
Slla*  Stetson.  N»r.  19, 1*39. 
Thomas  A.  Oreene,  Not.  9, 1840. 
Henry  Tat*r.  Not.  9, 1840. 
H.  0.  0.  Colby,  Not.  9, 1840. 
Silas  Stetson.  Not.  9, 1840. 
George  llowland.  Not.  0.  1840. 
(No  on*  sppears  lo  har*  baa* 
In  1841.) 

No,.  4*.  1842. 
II  0.  O.  Colby.  Nor.  28,1*42. 
CalTln  (Maples,  Not.  28,  IM2. 
Benjamin  8.  Roteh,  Not.  28, 184*. 
Henry  Taber,  Not.  28, 1842. 

■        "     Not.  13, 1*43. 
Abr  II.  llowland.  Not.  13, 1843. 
John  II.  W.  Page,  NaT.  13, 1843. 
Benjamin  8.  Botch,  Not.  13,  1643. 
CalTln  Staples,  Not.  13,  1*43. 
Abr.  II.  Howland.  Not.  II.  1144. 
John  B.  W.  Page,  Not.  II,  1844. 
Thoma.  Kempton,  Not.  II,  1*44. 
Parld  R.  Oreen*,  Not.  II,  1844. 
James  A.  Coogdoa.  Not.  11, 1844. 
John  II  W.  Page.  Not.  10,  184ft. 
Abr.  n.  llowland,  Not.  10,  1*44. 
Ttuime*  Kemplon,  Not.  10,  trHft. 
Da*ld  R.  Oreene.  Not.  10, 184S. 
CalTln  Staples,  Not.  10, 1846. 
Ahr.  II.  llowland,  Nor.  10,  IMA. 
Thomas  Kemplon,  Not,  9, 1846. 
Wlll.nl  Nyr,  Not.  9, 1848. 
Richard  A.  Palmar,  Not.  9, 1848. 
Baker,  Not.  9, 1848. 
J.  Botch,  Not.  8,  1847. 
A.  Palmer,  Not.  8,1847. 
Baker,  Nov.  6,  I&47. 
Cat  rln  Staples,  Not.  8, 1M7. 
Humus  Nye,  Jr.,  Not.  8, 1M7. 

(No  choice  made  In  1*46.1 
William  J.  Roteh,  Not.  IS,  1849. 
Obed  Nye,  Not.  12,  1648. 
Thomas  Kemplon,  Not.  12,  I860. 
Obed  Nye,  Not.  12,  ISM). 
Blchard  Palmer,  Not.  It,  1850. 
Tlwtnaa  Ksmpton,  Not.  10, 1MI. 
Osorge  llowland,  Jr.,  Not.  10, 1M1. 
Oeorga  B.  Richmond,  Not.  10, 1861 . 

r.  Not.  10,  ML 
(NocholoslnllM.) 
Wlllard  Nye,  No*.  1ft,  1863. 
Tllson  B.  Denham,  Not.  Ill,  18AS. 
Henry  T.  Thoma*,  Not.  1ft,  1863. 
Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Not.  IS,  1SA3. 
Asa  U.  Ny*,  Not.  13,  1864. 
Ttlaon  B.  Uaaham,  Not,  t3, 1864. 
Edward  MIHIkan,  Not.  13, 18M. 
Oeorga  0.  OlSord,  Not.  13, 1864. 
Caleb  U  Rllla,  Not.  13,  I8S4. 

Nor  .  8,  1864. 
r.  Thorns*  Not.  8, 1866. 
Homer,  Not.  8,186*. 
John  nicks.  Not.  8,  1*46. 
Nathaniel  Ollbert.  Nor.  8,  I86S. 
George  II.  Dnnbar,  Not.  6.  lift*. 
Haltel  Krlley,  Nor.  ft,  1866. 
William  H.  Allen,  Not.  6, 1848. 
William  W.  Crapo,  Not.  ft,  1886. 
Tliomaa  II.  Smile,  Not.  ft,  186*. 
Wllllsm  II.  Atlea,  Not.  2,1867. 


r.  Hot.  t,  1*67. 
Not.  (,  1M7. 
Al.awn  Borden,  Not.  8, 1866. 
Sal  I  n  B  Chambarialn,  Not.  3,  IMS. 
Samuel  W.taoB,  Not.  S,  1168, 
Nailian  M.  OIRord,  Not.  3, 18*8. 
Angnalas  L.  Wast,  Nor.  S,  IMS. 
Sabin  B.  Chamberlain,  Not. 9,  IMt. 
Alaneon  Borden,  Nor.  9,  1869. 
James  Rider.  NaT,  8, 1869. 
Nathan  R.  Gilford,  Not.  9, 1*69. 
Richard  A.  Pierce,  Not.  9,  ISM. 
Sabin  B.  Chamberlain,  Not.  9, 1880. 
A.  Pe*>ro*»,  Nov.  «*,  1M0. 


Caleb  L  Kllh.NoT.9,1880. 

-  Not.*,IMI. 
Robert  Olbb*,  Not.  g,  1M1. 
Chart**  Almy,  No*.  4. 18*2. 
Hnralio  A.  Kemplon.  Not  4, 1882. 
Nathaniel  Ollbert,  Not.  4, 1881. 
Wright  Brownsll,  Nor.  4, 1M2. 
Charles  T.  Bonaey,  Not.  4, 1862. 
Charles  Almy.  No*.  3,  IMS. 
Horatio  A.  Kemplon,  Nor.  3, 18M. 
Nathaniel  Ollbert,  Not.  3, 1853. 

Nor.  S,  ISM. 
T.  Bonnoy,  Not.  S,  16*3. 
U  Foster,  Nor.  S,  I  Boa. 

Not.  8.  18*4. 
Corntllnt  Howland,  Not.  8, 1864. 
Wright  Browndl,  Not.  8, 1884. 
Nalhanlal  Ollbert,  No*.  S,  IM4. 
Kben*s»r  L.  r.wter.  No*.  7,  IMS. 
William  Boaworth,  Not,  7, 1866. 
Klljah  II.  Chlaholm,  Mo*.  7,  IMS. 
lease  H.  Coe,  Nor.  7.  1*66. 
Juahoa  0.  Stone,  Not.  7, 18*4. 
Elijah  H.  Chlaholm,  Not.  7,  tisM. 
OHrer  H.  P.  Brawn*.  Nor.  7, 1888, 
Jcehoa  C  Stun*.  Not.  7,186*. 

Ollrer  H.  P.  Browne]  No*.  6, 1*87. 
Jca.pl,  W.  Cornell,  Not.  6,  IM7. 
James  B.  Wood,  Nor.  8, 1687. 
William  H.  Reynard,  Not.  6, 1M7. 
SamiMl  B.  Palnr.  Not.  4, 1868. 
Rodney  French.  Not.  4,  1888. 
John  A.  P.  Allen,  Not.  4,  tM». 
Jslhro  0.  Brock,  Not.  4,  1H6S. 
Samnrl  8.  I*al»*,  Not.  I,  18M. 
Rodney  French,  Not.  S,  1869. 
Joha  A  P.  Allan,  Not.  6, 1800. 
Klljah  U.  Chlaholm,  Not.  I,  ISM. 
Fob.  16. 1 


',  Not.  10,  1870. 
Klljah  n.  Ohlsholm,  No*.  10, 1870. 
Hits  Psrry,  Not.  8, 1(71. 
Joaeph  W.  Coraall,  Not.  1, 1*71. 
Thomas  B.  Tripp,  Mo*.  8, 1871. 
Isaao  D.  Hall,  Not.  8,  1871. 
Klljah  H.  Chlsbolm,  Nor.  6, 1872. 
Isaac  D.  Hall,  Not.  6, 1872. 
Isaac  F.  Sawtsll*,  Not.  6, 1173. 
William  0.  Parker,  Not.  6,  1873. 
Klljah  H.  Oilsholm.  Not.  6, 18TS. 
Cyrus  W.  Chapman.  Nor.  6. 1673. 

Not.  4, 1M4. 
Barksr,  Not.  4, 1874. 
Charles  R.  Tncksr,  Jr.,  Not.  4, 1 874. 
Joseph  Buckrnlaster,  Not,  2, 1876, 
BenJ.  S.  Batchelor,  Not.  2,  1876. 
Hose*  M.  Knowlton,  Not.  2, 1876. 
(Hiss  O.  Barksr,  Mot.  13, 1878. 
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Benjamin  B.  Belchalor,  Mot.  IS, 


re.  •,  WTO. 

I  0.  Cornlah,  Not.  9,  1877. 
Tbomu  B.  Hathawar,  Not.  9,  1877. 
Bufua  A.  Soul*,  Mot.  II,  1878. 
Jima  M  I -aw  ton,  Not.  11,  187$, 
Andrew  Bullock,  Not.  U,  int. 
William  Sapd.ra,  Not.  1 1, 1870. 
Jarae*  M.  Lawlun,  Not.  T,  1879. 
BUa  0.  WUlkau,  Not.  7, 1879. 


Wllll.m  8*nJert,  Mot.  7, 187V. 

Hathaway,  Not.  7, 1878. 
Cbwke,  Not.  8, 1880. 

A.  Crowell,  Not.  8,  1880. 
Jama*  a  Orowoll,  Not.  IX,  1881. 
Orlando  0.  Boblaaoa,  Nut.  I A  1881. 

"  "        Not.  ll,18Bt. 

William  A.  Saarall,  Not.  11, 1883. 
Jams  H.  Kouhani,  Not.  II,  lSSf. 
William  Gordon,  Jr.,  Not  11.1S8S. 


IHUH     

IHiW  .....  

19oo  _  

1801  

1BU2  

19U4.   

1806  

190*  „._„ 

1807  

1810.. 


vn.ooo 

40,000 

4«,ano 
4o,oU> 
40,1 ««) 
4cl,uO0 
40,000 
40.0U0 
40.000 
4(1,011) 

ao.iuo 


City  Debt— The  amount  of  the  debt  of  the  city 
of  New  Bedford,  and  the  payments  to  be  annually 
made  thereupon,  are  shown  by  the  following  stute- 

l : 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  taxes 
levied  in  this  city  since  18*53,  and  the  rate  per  thou- 
sand for  8tate,  county,  and  city  purposes;  also  the 
number  of  polls: 


Taaa. 


1889   

1870.........  

1871   „ 

ISTx- ...... ......... 

ma.   

1874   „ 

1I75„  

1S76....  

1877   

1678.....™........ 

18T9.. — 

1  HILm  ■Msjajs)HS)**Jt  *« 


Valuation  of 
Baal  Batata. 

Valuation  of  Par- 
auual  Property. 

SUIT  Tax. 

Ouuoty  Tax. 

City  Tax. 

OTarlajr. 

No.  of 
Holla. 

Bala  of 

Tax. 

|8,»10^00 

8,156,400 

I14.49RJHXI..A 

tci,«t 

1^2,881.42 

11 69.000 

IMtMj 

4876 

•10.40 

I0.9M.10UMJ 

01,8.11 

1t.S58.5A 

226  000 

16.00 

S.I81.SO0 

is.ni^miou 

92,919 

10.441  SB 

2l6jt<00 

7,106Jo 

8,637.10 

4J.76 

16.00 

8,118,300 

13240  KJO  00 

u^nlomiou 

59,310 

20,434  84 

4068 

16JHJ 

8,2*8,»O0 

»S,B.VJ 

20  434  84 

s^ono 

^••Mjo 

4647 

14.60 

a^ns.ioo 

13,508.100  HI 

3UM0 

sJ.«7 
1 0.401  M 

S»l,000 

6)104 

13.60 

8,277.905 

14.Wa.IOU  00 

4o!t*5 

2S7JJOO 

9.310.15 

4908 

16.60 

8,774,600 

14,m^.l4.0U 

40.428 

17,840.09 

290,000 

0,476.20 

6161 

15.00 

9,116,600 
10,U60,I«JO 

13.844.GM  67 

40  424 

22,706  48 

■:v  1,300 

12JWIJU 

6333 

1600 

1S.742JI88  l«J 

32.280 

1», 04 1.06 

S6fl,0OU 

n.iHi.ae 

16T7 

17  JO 

11.1U.700 

14.1 14.304  .2U 

311,110 

23,670.67 

849,000 

11.444  46 

67SO 

ItJtu 

n,su,4oo 

13.840.9l*  95 

32,280 

117,674.24 

3*4,000 

11  0116.10 

6030 

10  til 

11,840,800 

14,428,«.74  00 

32.280 

28,416.48 

38.1,1X13 

17.136.07 

0220 

17.H0 

12,411,200 

14^38,001.00 

28,244 

23,840  80 

397 jx  a) 

20.21 1.49 

0061 

1648) 

it,«oo^oo 

13,424.097  UJ 

11,870 

21,850.66 

4  M,2uu 

17,273  40 

6602 

1600 

12,808,700 

ls.wa^oo 

1.1.137.011.81 

14.480 

26,240.76 

371 JKJU 

J7  ,'Vi  ,| 

07.-0 

if  at 

12,874.418  00 

7,2*0 
81,870 
21.870 
»,IOO 

2a.SSS.7J 

386,000 

17.407  JO 

6891 

16.40 

13,137,41900 

llJjBlljMM 

28,177 JM 

361^40 

16,080319 

70*6 

14  70 

linS^oo 

26,871.30 

437,300 
434.2UI 

7ui6 
7346 

18  Ul 

17-40 

War  of  1812.— The  sentiment  of  the  citizens  of  j 
New  Bedford  in  relation  to  this  war  and  its  pri- 
vnteering  auxiliaries  is  best  expressed  by  the  follow- 
ing vote,  passed  July  21,  1814 : 

■  Pa****,  —  ewfmoaiQjp,  aa  ai|irta*lTa  of  th*  huh  or  lb*  Inhabitant*  of 
thlt  town,  that  Inasmuch  aa  w*  bat*  uniformly  dl*appro**d  of  the 
Impolitic,  unoeceeaary,  and  ralnon*  war  la  which  tha  United  Stale*  ara 
engaged,  wa  haTa  onoeldarvd  11  our  duly  to  abrjaln,  and  hav*  acrauu- 
loualj  xUtilued  from  all  lalaraat  and  ouuearu  In  tending  out  private 
armed  reeetlt  to  haraat  tha  cooinierce  uf  the  enemy,  and  frotu  all  volun- 
tary act*  whkli  appealed  to  u*  lo  hate  a  landtney  to  prolong  Ilia  dura- 
don,  rucourtge  Iba  proatcullnn,  or  I  nor****  tlia  rarag**  of  tka  '  unprof 
t  coalaat;'  that  wa  hate  taw  wlih  dtaapprubatloo  aanral 
iTaraala  belonging  toother  port,  taking  *b«ll*r  la  our  | 


I  w«  hat*  Dot  Hit  authority  of  law  wholly  to  ax- 


i  tumuli,  dlaortler,  riul,  aud  conluekin 

,  aa  axpraraiTa  of  tka  aauaa  of  thb  town,  tkal 
prlfata  aiDBTd  TaaatU,  whlla  crulalng  In  TarUjua  clltnatca  and  TlTltlng 
•hlpa  and  Traaali  from  oTary  ooautry,  are  extremely  liable  to  contract 
and  r scale*  oti  board  Infection*  dlaaaaea,  and  tlkat  In  all  rack  caaoa  Uiar* 
u  raaaun  lo  nupact  that  *uch  T**a*l*  and  Iba  perajn*,  hacgaga,  clothing, 
asd  gooda  on  hoard  may  b*  Infected  with  *otu*  coiilagluu*  dUtouipar. 

-  I'iMVet,  aaoatnuMufy,  aa  einreaalTa  of  tb*  tanaa  of  tha  ItUiaMtatil*  of 
tkb  town,  that  tha  aafaty  of  Um  lakaUlanl*  thetavf  t«<|ulr**  lliat  any 
priTxte  armed  Teaail  or  tcbmI*  whldi  *h*ll  artlTaoc  he  hound  Into  Hi* 
harbor  of  Naw  BwJfoid,  from  any  port  or  place,  .ball  b*  iwqulnd  to  per- 

I  thai  the 

•  of  th*  town  b*  rrt|u«aled  lo  cauae  all 
wk)  lo  perform  quarantine  al  tuck  place*  aa  they  ahall  appoint, 
under  auck  rettrlctlun*  and  rrguletiuue  aa  they  may  Judge  expedient. 

Patau,  That  tht  prleatMr  celled  the  '  Yank**^'  now  In  ihl.  |wrl,  be 
unlet  o.l  by  Iba  taltctmeti  linmrdialrly  on  quarantine  ground,  lo  be  dee. 
Iguated  by  them,  lor  Ojrty  da]  a 

Te^eat,  Tli.t  lb*  town  will  Indemnify  lb*  arlacimrn  from  all  lianu 
which  may  accrue  lo  Ibtm  lu  the  aaacullon  of  their  dutlt*  In  *nh>rclug 


quarantine  law*,  aa  wall  In  ngard  to  Uta  •  Tank**'  prlTateer  ae  i 

•  Potad,  That  the  following  p*r»u*  b.  a  Oummlll*.  of  Safrty,  whoa* 
burin**,  will  U  lo  adTla*  and  direct  In  M 
the  peac*  aud  *af*ry  of  (lie  lowu  lu  caaa  uf  luTaeion  by  an  < 

"Bogar  Haeklll.Samual  I'erry.  Will  nil  Hall 
Bowlaud  B.  Crocker,  Jam**  Waehburn,  U«ua*l  William*.  Jr.,  John  A. 
Parker,  U*h  LudUm,  Cura*llu*  Otlnuall." 

It  wits  it  snd  war  for  this  little  community,  for  tho 
commerce  of  the  country  was  swept  from  the  ocean, 
nutl  it  was  upon  the  ocean  alone  that  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Bedford  depended  lor  support. 

Tho  losses  were  heavy  and  the  suflering  was  great, 
and  there  are  some  who  will  read  this  who  still  relsin 
a  vivid  recollection  of  the  deprivations  which  followed 
the  closing  of  (he  ocean  highways  and  cruising- 
grounds  to  the  enterprise  and  skillful  daring  of  our 
merchants  and  sailors. 

There  was,  in  the  summer  of  1814,  a  large  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  of  this  part  of  the  State  ordered 
to  New  Bedford  for  its  defense.  There  were  at  that 
time  probably  a  thousand  men  under  arms  in  the 
town,  including  our  own  military  companies. 

We  publish  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  two 
New  Bedford  military  companies  then  on  active  duty. 
This  we  have  been  enabled  to  do  by  an  examination 
of  the  rosters  nf  the  severul  compauiescoiii|Hising  the 
command  of  Liciit.-Col.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  which 
were  detached  for  service  at  New  Bedford.  The 
record  is  very  complete.  This  valuable  contribution 
to  our  local  annals  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Free 
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Public  Library ,  to  which  institution  it  was  presented 
by  Mrs.  Caroline  Lincoln  Whitridge,  the  daughter 
of  the  lieutenant-colonel  in  command,  afterwards 
Maj.-Gen.  Benjamin  Lincoln. 

We  find  but  little  of  incident  in  thin  military  record. 
Several  courU-martial  were  held  for  desertion  and 
other  grave  offense*.  One  poor  boy-fifer,  who  said 
he  did  not  mean  to  run  away,  was  sentenced  to  close 
con6neinent  during  his  term  of  service,  and  to  hnvt 
hit  vhhiey  utoppeH.  Lucky  sentence  for  the  boy  I 
One  officer  deserted  at  the  first  alarm,  and  a  private 
fled  beyond  the  reach  of  a  squad  sent  for  him. 

iffirm  «/  Me  Beewnewt— Benjamin  Lincoln,  llenl -er.1.  commanding; 
Kd«  nrd  Per-,  '""J  ;  J ••">•!  Doggee!  nil.  tn.j  of  art.;  Zllehe  Tobay,  adjt.  j 
William  Kemjitun,  q.m. ;  Bamoel  Perry,  Burgeon;  Klijn.li  Wilbtir, 
n.m.-eergt.  i  Pelrre,  ni«J.;  Ebenemer  Hunt,  m«J  ;  Daniel  Lane, 

adjt  art.  All  of  theee  wara  of  New  Bedford,  excepting  Tobey,  Pelren, 
Hurt,  an<t  Iaana. 

InCapt  Reuben  Swift's  company,  formed  at  the 
"  Head  of  the  River,"  Uiero  were  the  following  men 
from  New  Bedford: 

William  Swift.  1*1  nergt.;  Allan  Bowen.  M  eergt.;  and  Nathaniel 
Snooner,  Umml  Annal^,  Blljah  Parker,  Jr,  Otlfer  >v..|..-it.  Peter 
Tabar,  Cnnaalloa  Popa,  ftamael  Hammond,  William  Tobey  (3d),  Samuel 
J.  Ti.l-aj,  Janvw  Wraal,  John  Freeman, Stephen  Wing  (2d),  Jamaa  Hurls, 
Jr.,  J<iahne  Npoonei,  Htlllman  Wanhlmrn,  0.  Wanton,  Mtrah  Rpooner, 
Jr.,  John  Wllllama,  Abraham  Reynolda,  An  Crapo,  Benjamin  8.  llathn- 
«ray.  Philip  Reynolda,  prieaUe. 

This  company  was  stationed  at  Clarke's  Cove,  in 
New  Bedford,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  regular 
guard  around  Clarke's  Point,  from  the  Cove  to  the 
Smoking  Rocks. 

The  only  New  Bedford  men  in  Capt.  William  Nye's 
company  from  Fairhaven  were  the  captain,  Loum 
Snow,  and  James  Taber. 

Infantry  Company.— Roll  of  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Nelson's  company  of  detached  troops,  stationed  at 
New  Bedford,  ordered  out  by  Lieut.-Col.  Benjamin 
Lincoln,  June,  1814: 

OJIeer*.— Nalhanlal  Nrann,  capt. ;  Job  Orey,  Jr.  (Felrharen,  elek  and 
did  no  duly  i,  Haiti.;  Own-go  (lark,  en  alga  .  .  .;  Benjamin  Warran,  lat 
aar«.;  Gamaliel  Hart,  2d  eergt.  j  Nalhanlal  Parry,  3d  eergt,;  Thomaa 
Rlddell,  4lh  eergt.:  Charlaa  Hathaway,  drlll-eergt.;  Da  rid  Howland, 
Jamaa  Pnmd,  Robert  Tuekerroan,  Charlee  Coral,  our  pa. ;  Alnninn  Can- 
uell,  drummer  ;  Charlaa  Pratt,  flfcr  ;  A  boar  S.ola,  captaln'e  waiter. 

fXmi"  ••  l--i.i  I  Allan,  Joaaph  Wilcor,  Jrjalnli  I,.  Hllea,  William  Tuek- 
erroan, Bdarard  Gardner,  Wlllal  Beabury,  Joseph  MerreU,  Nathaniel  Daa- 
eelt,  Oterlee  Gilbert,  llenjamin  Hammond,  Nye  Holraea,  Jnnallian  How. 
land,  Jr.,  Klleha  H'iKR",  William  W.  Kempbm,  Jamee  Dabcock,  Samnel 
Proud,  Joaiah  Wlnalow,  Ivory  C.  AUiert,  Uriah  litad.  Tarry  Jenklne, 
nnaarll  Wood,  Thomaa  K emptor,  William  latna,  William  Cud  worth, 
Heman  Cnaliman,  Ollrer  Prim,  Jr.,  Atery  Parkar  (Id),  John  Sinn, 
Thomaa  Irnrfra,  Stephen  Howland,  Kllaha  Clark,  Moaea  Waahl.orn, 
Thomaa  Barrell.  Charlaa  Wood,  Stanton  Borch,  Richard  Hill.  Stephen 
Weal,  Jr. John  Wadklne,  Jonathan  Haflorde.  Benjamin  Hrownell.  Uarld 
Wllber,  Felix  Filnel.Kxra  Hathaway,  .  .  .  Warran  Moaher,  Noal  Tabar, 
John  Akin,  Benjamin  B.  Cnrall,  William  Itllae,  Jr.,  Michael  Bandall, 
Klljah  Kiup.TmingbaatTonipklna,  Ktlhit  Moahar  (HI),  Jamea  Italtorda 
(armorer),  Merlll  Hathaway,  laraal  Smith,  llanry  Frederick,  Hampton 
Pelrre,  Gardner  Chaee,  llenjamla  Douglee.  Total,  aereuty  ;  Including 
omVerl. 

The  preceding  company  was  stationed  in  New  Bed- 
ford, ready  for  service  at  a  moment's  warning,  did 
fatigue  duty,  etc. 

All  the  members  of  this  company  were  of  New 


Bedford  excepting  Lieut.  Gray,  who  was  from  Fair- 
haven,  Charles  Wood,  who  was  from  Dartmouth,  aud 
the  last  six  named  on  the  list,  who  were  from  Free- 
town. Charles  Gilbert  was  killed  by  a  stupid  sen- 
tinel stationed  at  the  gun-house  on  Spring  Street, 
near  8ixth.  He  was  going  the  rounds  in  the  night 
inspecting  the  posts,  and,  not  answering  promptly 
the  firtt  demand  for  the  countersign,  he  was  shot  and 
instantly  killed. 

Artillery  Company.— Return  pay-roll  of  Capt. 
Samuel  Bull's  company  of  artillery  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  Fifth  Division  of  Massachusetts  militia,  sta- 
tioned in  New  Bedford,  and  detached  by  order  of 
Lieut. -Col.  Benjamin  Lincoln  : 

Qfbere  -Sam net  Stall,  capt.  |  Frederick  llayhaw,  let  lint. ;  Baydoa 
Onggeehall,  M  lleut;  Thotnaa  Bari,  Oaorge  8.  Dunham,  Thornae  Martin, 
Jaaaa  Haeketl,  aerate.;  Datrld  Kempt™.  Thomaa  KIM.,  Pale*  Clarke, 
Wataon  Ell  la,  oorpe. ;  George  CueweH,  drammir;  Roaeell  Booth,  Iter; 

Heath,  Naah  Da  Ooal,  Martin  Hathaway,  Sylranna  Bowie,  tra  Caawelt, 
has*  Kamploa,  Wing  Howland,  Joaiah  Smith,  Tbomaa  MaxArld,  Abra- 
ham Pelrre,  Warren  Maxflald,  Jamaa  Cannon,  Henry  Coffin,  Bryant 
Macotaber,  Hanry  Place,  Jonathan  Olfford,  Arery  Parker,  8mlth  Stetaon, 
Griffin  Barney,  Jr.,  John  Reynolda,  Barnabai  8ml th, Baaklal  Tripp,  JanM* 
llowland  (ltd),  Allan  Shearman,  Kdmnad  Jackaon,  Joarpb  L.  Jaaaay, 
John  P.  Went,  Itleuard  Went,  Iaaac  8ml Ui. 
New  Bedford,  Angnet,  UK. 

War  of  the  RebeUion.— New  Bedford  responded 
promptly  to  the  country's  call  in  1861,  and  on  the 
19th  of  April  of  that  year  five  thousand  dollars  were 
appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  City  Guards,  and 
ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  formation  of  a  Home  and 
Coast  Guard.  On  the  same  date  the  American  flag 
was  ordered  to  be  displayed  from  the  City  Hall  until 
otherwise  ordered. 

The  mayor,  aldermen,  clerks,  and  treasurers  during 
the  war  were  as  follows: 

In  1861,  Isaac  C.  Taber,  mayor;  Warren  Ladd, 
James  L.  Humphrey,  Nathan  Lewis,  John  P.  Barker, 
Matthew  Howland,  William  H.  Reynard,  aldermen. 

In  18C2,  Isaac  C.  Taber,  mayor;  Warren  Ladd, 
Bethuel  Penniman,  Jr.,  Nathan  Lewis,  John  P. 
Barker,  Matthew  Howland,  William  H.  Reynard, 
aldermen. 

In  1863,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  mayor;  Warren 
Ladd,  George  G.  Giflbrd,  Ambrose  Vincent,  John  P. 
Barker,  Matthew  Howland,  John  H.  Perry,  alder- 
men. 

In  1864,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  mayor;  Warren 
Ladd,  George  G.  Giflbrd,  Ambrose  Vincent,  John  P. 
Barker,  Matthew  Howland,  John  H.  Perry,  alder- 
men. 

In  1866,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  mayor;  Warren 
Ladd,  George  G.  Giflbrd,  Joseph  Knowles,  George 
F.  Kingman,  Matthew  Howland,  John  H.  Perry, 
aldermen. 

The  city  clerk  in  1861  and  1862  was  Sanford  S. 
Horton  ;  in  1863, 1864,  and  1866,  Henry  T.  Leonard. 
The  city  treasurer  during  all  the  years  of  the  war  was 
James  B.  Congdon. 


Digitized  by  Google 


118 


HISTORY  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


July  15th.  A  report  was  received  showing  that 
Fort  Phcanix,  in  Fairhaven,  and  Fort  Tuber,  in  New 
Bedford,  mounting  eleven  guns,  had  been  manned  by 
the  Home  Guard,  and  recommending  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  maintain  the  same  ;  and  on  the  29th  of 
July  five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated. 

September  5th.  The  mayor  was  authorized  to  or- 
ganize one  or  more  companies  "  Tor  tho  national 
army,"  the  bounty  to  each  member  not  to  exceed  fif- 
teen dollars. 

November  20th.  Fifteen  hundred  dollars  was  up- 
priated  for  State  aid  to  soldiers'  families. 

December  16th.  Five  thousand  dollars  was  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  soldiers'  bounties. 

1S62,  January  8d.  A  report  was  made  that  three 
companies  of  volunteers  for  three  years'  military  ser- 
vice had  been  organized. 

January  4th.  This  being  the  close  of  the  munici- 
pal year,  a  report  and  resolution  complimentary  of 
the  outgoing  mayor,  Hon.  Isaac  C.  Taber,  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 

July  10th.  Seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollani 
was  appropriated  to  establish  a  general  hospital  for 
aick  and  wounded  soldiers,  provided  the  general  gov- 
ernment should  "  decide  to  locate  one  in  this  city." 

Voted,  To  pay  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  to 
each  volunteer  who  enlists  for  three  years'  military 
service,  to  the  credit  of  the  city.  Twenty-six  thou- 
sand dollars  was  appropriated  to  pay  the  same.  The 
use  of  the  spacious  city  almshouse,  capable  of  accom- 
modating three  hundred  sick  and  wounded  soldiers, 
was  offered  to  the  general  government,  which  offer 
was  respectfully  declined. 

August  18th.  The  bounty  to  volunteers  was  in- 
created  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  to  pay  the  same. 

August  29th.  Voted,  To  pay  a  bounty  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  to  each  volunteer  for  nine  months'  ser- 
vice. Twenty-five.thousand  dollars  was  appropriated 
to  pay  said  bounties. 

October  21st.  A  further  appropriation  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  was  made  for  the  Home  and  Coast  Guard, 
and  twenty  thousand  for  military  bounties,  which,  on 
the  13th  of  December,  was  increased  by  a  loan  of 
twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

1863,  February  20th.  The  City  Council  adjourned 
"  for  the  purpose  of  paying  their  respects  U>  Governor 
Andrew  and  Gen.  Wool  at  the  City  Hull." 

March  4th.  Bute  aid  was  directed  to  be  paid  to  the 
families  "  of  colored  citizens  who  shall  be  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States." 

April  9th.  Two  hundred  dollars  was  authorized  to 
be  expended  on  tho  enlistment  of  a  company  of  heavy 
artillery,  which,  on  the  21st  of  May,  was  increased  to 
one  thousand  dollars. 

July  16th.  "  A  watchman  was  discharged  for  using 
seditious  language." 

July  30th.  Bute  aid  was  directed  to  be  paid  to  the 
families  of  drafted  men.   "Ordered,  That  the  bell  be 


rung  and  a  salute  be  fired  on  the  day  of  the  public 
thanksgiving  on  the  6th  of  August." 

September  21st.  The  treasurer  was  directed  to  pay 
the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  115,450.68,  »'under 
the  laws  in  relation  to  the  reimbursement  of  bounties." 

1864,  November  17th.  Voted,  That  the  poll-taxes 
of  the  returned  soldiers  belonging  to  New  Bedford  be 
remitted. 

1865,  January  7th.  Appropriate  resolutions  were 
passed  in  regard  to  the  death  of  Hon.  Edward  Ever- 
ett, and  ex-Governor  John  II.  Clifford  was  invited  to 
deliver  a  eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

February  7th.  The  mayor  recommended  the  ring- 
ing of  the  bells  and  the  firing  of  one  hundred  guns 
in  honor  of  President  Lincoln  siguiug  the  emancipa- 
tion proclamation. 

April  10th.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  to  celebrate  the  fall  of  Richmond  und 
the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee. 

April  15th.  A  message  was  received  from  the 
mayor  making  an  official  announcement  of  the  death 
of  President  Lincoln,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  consider  and  report  upon  the  proper  measures  to  he 
taken  in  regard  to  it.  The  committee  reported  a 
series  of  appropriate  resolutions,  which  were  adopted. 

June  22d.  Alderman  Gifford  presented  to  the  Coun- 
cil a  Confederate  Hag  captured  at  Charleston,  S.  G, 
Feb.  18,  1865,  and  sent  to  him  by  Capt.  James  W. 
Grace,  of  Company  C,  Fifty-fourth  Regiment  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers  (colored). 

New  Bedford  furnished  about  three  thousand  two 
hundred  men  for  the  war,  which  was  asurplusof  eleven 
hundred  and  ten  men  over  and  above  all  demands.1 

One  hundred  and  tweuty  were  officers  in  the  mili- 
tary service.  We  do  not  know  tho  number  who 
served  in  the  navy.  The  whole  amount  of  money 
appropriated  and  expended  on  account  of  the  war, 
exclusive  of  State  aid,  was  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  thousand  dollars. 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  and  expended 
by  the  city  during  the  four  years  of  the  war  for  State 
aid  to  the  families  of  volunteers,  and  which  was  after- 
wards refunded  by  the  commonwealth,  was  as  follows : 
In  1861,  $5091.52;  iu  1862,125,257.29;  in  1863,  $40,- 
146.04;  in  1864,  $36,500;  in  1865,  $18,500.  Total 
amount  in  four  years,  $125,495.85. 

The  Ladies'  Soldiers'  Relief  Society  donated  for  the 
relief  of  the  soldiers  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars in  money  ;  in  cotton  cloth  and  flannel,  four  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  in  hospital  stores  to  the  value  of 
six  thousand  dollars.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
articles  contributed :  Condensed  milk, preserved  fruits, 
jellies  and  pickles,  farina,  muizeua,  tamarinds,  lemons, 
dried  apples,  tea,  coffee,  cocoa;  1116  bottles  of  wine, 
consisting  of  sherry,  currant,  blackberry,  and  native 
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wines,  423  bottles  of  brandy,  1130  bottles  of  black- 
berry brandy  and  syrups,  346  bottles  of  Tort  wine, 
large  contribution*  for  the  Thanksgiving  dinner 
nnd  Christnins- trees  at  Portsmouth  Grove  Hospital, 
I>eflides  bushels  of  lint  and  bandages.  The  Society 
for  the  Comfort  and  Relief  of  our  8oldiers  in  Hospi- 
tals furni»hed,  among  other  things,  5904  flannel 
shirts,  3887  pairs  of  drawers,  4678  woolen  socks,  1790 
towels,  94  coats,  76  vests,  120  collars,  1000  handker- 
chiefs, 368  cravats,  814  dressing-gowns,  1836  pocket- 
handkerchiefs,  300  panU,  148  napkins,  678  pairs  slip- 
pers, 265  woolen  mittens,  642  blankets,  515  sheets, 
673  pillows,  760  quilta,  988  canes,  1280  woolen  un- 
dershirts, etc. 

The  contributions  named  above  are  certainly  re- 
markable, but  we  have  to  add  that  the  ladies  of  New 
Bedford  began  early  in  the  war.  They  held  a  meet- 
ing on  the  18th  of  April,  1861,  and  organised  for  the 
work.  Mrs.  Joseph  C.  Delano  was  chosen  president; 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Grinnell,  vice-president;  and  Mrs. 
William  Eddy,  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  addition 
to  the  nbove  contributions,  five  hundred  dollars  were 
given  by  a  lady  to  pay  soldiers'  wives  for  sewing. 
They  also  sent  contributions  to  the  St  Louis  and 
Baltimore  Soldiers'  Fairs,  and  furnished  tables  at  the 
New  York  and  Boston  Fairs. 

Lilt  of  Soldiers  from  New  Bedford  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion:' 


d.  r. 

•  x.i 

Colllna  (lieee. 
Jmm  Clark. 
Jamea  Col  Una. 
Jamea  Crmolly. 

JnlOM  A.  !»•'  I" 

Em  II.  Dexter. 
IWnJamln  Darfee 
John  Kdwarde. 
John  Flahaeen. 
Jura  Fleet, 
ill.  I 


IK, 
I  A.  I 
Irrlng  II.  Jeaney. 
Daniel  B.  Leonard. 
Henry  Llndeey. 
Lawrence  Hackle. 
Joeeph  T.  Maaon. 
Kben  P.  Mye. 
Albert  F.  Feck. 
Tlmothr  T.  Pack. 
Joeeph  Parklneon. 
Thomaa  Pnrlnw. 
Stephen  K  Porter. 
William  J.  Rtehmond. 
William  ll.Sellelnry. 
Stephen  P.  Sawyer. 


•  II. 

Frederic  A.  Ilalliawa7. 
Banned  Jtnnejr. 
William  II.  Joeeph. 
William  8.  Xeeae 
Alfred  C.  Klag. 
laaiah  King. 
Benjamin  F.  Lewie. 
John  Llnehan. 
George  It.  Long. 
William  l,i  i x 
Gilbert  A.  Look. 


T. 


I  W.  Twbnr 

■  II.  Tellmen. 
George  A.  Taylor. 
John  M.  Warren. 

Bl...l..n  n  V.n.i. 

pi'"|i*i»»n  n.  i«™«e. 

Jamea  llnrton. 
Bethuel  Fennlmaa,  Jr. 
Joerph  K.  Nye. 
Theodore  A.  Burton. 
John  II.  M.  Babcock. 
William  K.  Maaan. 
Jemee  L.  Slwrp. 
Daniel  A.  BnUer. 
Ctierlee  11.  Tubey. 
Jamea  C.  Hitch. 
William  llemer. 


Abnun  II.  Ilowland. 
George  Jenklna. 


Freilerlck  P. 
Jithn  Muapratt. 


Kdward  Ryan. 
Leonard  N.  Banford. 
John  W.  Smith. 
Jamre  Slllea. 
8ldney  W.  Teachman. 
Philip  Tripp. 
William  II.  Wekh. 
Henry  W.  Bilgga. 
Jamea  L.  Wilbur. 
Ctiarlea  Weet. 
John  W.  Look. 


John  L.  Flynn. 
In  P.  Tripp. 
Martin  Atkinson. 
Alfred  Albro. 
Lather  Atwood. 
George  II.  Allen. 
De'tri  B.  Bacon. 
Barak  K.  Maltha wl. 
Chartaa  II.  Maxfteld. 
Kdward  MeOann. 
Barney  Miner. 
Caleb  P.  Moahar. 
Bolder  B.  Moaher. 
John  MaUeron. 
George  F.  Packard. 


Lewie  J.  1 
CharlaeG.I 
Charlea  II.  Pierce. 
Lyman  C.  Ferry. 
Henry  B.  Pratt. 
Hilae  N.  Rlcherda. 
Robert  Ballebtiry. 
George  F.  Slenn. 
William  Sloriim. 
John  B.  Bmlth. 
Samuel  B.  Smith. 
Samuel  K.  Bpooner. 
Cbrnelloa  G.  Taber. 
Daniel  0.  Taker. 

i  W.  Taylor. 


■  Will  teli  pud , 
David  Wllkle. 
Richard  P.  Stowell. 
William  II.  Ingraham 
Jacob  Pnrklnaon. 
Sldaey  W.  Knowlee. 
William  It.  Cetwell. 
laaac  A.  Jennlngi. 
Henry  H.  Potter. 
Thomaa  J.  Qlflbrd. 
8yl*eeler  C.  Bpooner. 
Thomaa  F.  Wood. 
George  II.  Dwell. 


William  T.  Barker. 
A  don  I  ram  J 
Ohnrlee  F.  1 


i  O.  Allen. 
.  P.  Almy. 
V.  Anthony, 
laaac  D.  Baker. 
William  W.  Bonrtey. 
William  B.  Boawortb. 
George  F.  Brock. 
Char  lee  B.  Borgeaa. 
Benjamin  P.  Oaaeard, 
George  8.  Caenelt. 
Kdward  F.  Clark. 
Henry  W.  Clare. 
iH. 
■  B.1 
>¥. 
i  M.l 


Jenklu. 
Lawrence. 

William  II.  Much. 
John  K.  Mann. 
William  M.  Mann. 
Chariaa  W.  Menilall. 
Joeeph  P.  0.  Monroe. 
John  M. Moaher. 
Jacob  Pelaer. 
Philip  B.  Pnrrlnglea. 
William  F.  Reynolds. 
Samuel  Rlgby. 
William  0.  Saddler, 
if.  Boole. 

m.i 


10.  Tripp. 


rlJ.l 

I  P.  Wilcox, 
i  Wllklneon. 
George  R.  Ilnrlbart. 
William  11  Allen. 
Jonathan  W.  Darle. 
Frederic  A.  Flamner. 
Joeeph  0.  lire' hereon. 
Andrew  Dexter. 
Henry  Kohn. 
Jamea  Weeton. 
Nathaniel  A.  Booth. 
Jamea  1 

iF. 


Alexander  M.  Bronnell. 
Frank  H.  Kempton. 
Franklin  K ,  8.  Nye. 
Thomu  L.  Allen. 
William  M.  AngelL 
WtlUam  T.  Barker. 
Chariaa  F.  Braytoa. 
Leonard  Drlgga. 
Jacob  Brown. 
•  Dullard. 


L  Bly. 
A. 


D.  OotelLJr. 
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Philip  M  Orapo. 
Fmdrrlc  E  Uinkm 
Chill**  M.  Dwdrlek. 
i.uk.  PuMr. 

iD.l 
i  0.1 
I  H.I 

aiib«t  m.  iioii 

Waltar  Itanorar. 
Jobn  BkrfrwfM. 
Savory  0.  Balk***;. 
Alfred  niller. 
Aboer  N.  Howard. 
HI  ii.ln  K  Rowland. 
William  W.  Haw*. 
Joeaph  T.  II  afford* 
Ooo.T.1 


W«.  W.  I 
Alfrod  0.  I 
CUriwII.  I 
Tboe.  Hiwy. 
Wi,  M  Jnckaoo. 
Joaepfa  IL  Kallay. 

An.. id  F.  U>«*Joy, 

Jobn  D.  Mancliaetar. 
Fr*d.  *taJi*n*M. 
GlkM.  H.  Nvgua. 

Ml  W.  Plant*. 
Simeon  W. 


.0.) 

Lai 

Leander  IL  Swift. 
Ljmaa  O.  Tab**. 
Tho*.  D.  O.  Tripp. 
Wav  B.  Waahbara. 
Uanjnala  B.  Wlleoi. 
The*.  T.  Wood. 
Philip  B.  Paonlnfton. 
Patrick  OaaoaaB. 
Ckerlea  II.  W.lk.r. 
.A.  Gould 


Frederic  8.  OHtlrd. 
William  C.  Brlgbmn. 
Tbiaaaa  L.  Hart. 
Ju  ii  r  (X  Brow  a. 
Tbotneuu  K.  Uiimi 
Junta  F.  Boyle. 
William  II.  Knox. 
Uward  Belcbmao 
George  II.  I 

llaary  I 

Ctarauea  A.  Baa 
William  Blekr. 
Oharlaa  IL  1 
Obarlaa  Brawn. 
Dadrlck  Brown. 
Frederick  W.  Brounell. 
George  Urowa. 
Bobart  8.  Carroll, 


Hugo  I  Ida**. 
Ira  K.  P.  Haakla*. 
Samuel  Haaklna. 
Charlae  II.  Hatbevay. 


Frank  Howard. 
George  Lea. 
William  Burka. 
Patrick  Clark. 
John  Dvoavan. 
Joku  Gordon. 


Tliutuaa  11.  Daiibam. 
Ckarlat  11,  Akin. 
Ckarle*  Algtr,  Jr. 
Tlnima*  W.  Leonard. 
Jofiu  R.  Ludlow. 
Jamaa  Mattbawa. 
Andrew  J,  HcFadan. 
Will  bun  MoudL 
Haory  Hvrvhjr. 


Jarry  Murphy. 
Augutl  Naunian. 
John  0-0oBB.ll. 
HoraUo  A.  Palmar. 
Benjamin  T.  Packham 
Wlllkuu  II.  i  .tit.. 
W altar  Puwara. 
Charted  Baad. 
Fradarie  Rlcketaou. 
Waalou  Q.  8*Una 
Wlllkun  Smith. 
Dartd  Tripp. 


i  Uerr.y  Tripp, 
llaary  Walkar. 

.  W.  Wabatar. 
,  WaUUr. 
Michaal  Walk. 
Albiou*  Williama. 
Edward  Cbajapllii. 
George  II.  Cbadwlck. 
Je*evli  W.Clark. 
Samuel  Clark. 
Ifaurjr  P.  Crauo. 
.0.1 
I  T.I 


William  Greeley. 
Gardner  Grove*. 
TUumae  Gunning. 
William  0.  Heckalt. 


Jak«  C.  Hart. 
Samuel  A.  Handy. 
John  1.  Hath.  way. 
Joaefih  B.  Hathaway. 
William  HelUawar,  Jr. 
Albloa  K.  P.  Ua 
Biditrd  Hay**. 
Jobn  H.  Ilodf  laa. 
Ctierlee  F.  Jay. 
Benjamin  t. 
Robert  Blag. 
George  F.! 
Detid  McVey. 


Bobert  Mondial. 
Alaxaadar  Moor. 
Jamaa  Nleld. 
F rancid  Oldia. 
Jacob  Peacock. 
LuUiar  Paltay. 
Darld  B.  Plan*. 
John  Pilling. 
10.1 


Jehu  B.  Hyde. 
Robert  A  Dillingham, 
llaary  D.  Scott. 
Pelag  W.  BUka. 
Maaan  W.  Page. 
Oharlaa  H.  Tripp. 
Cbarlca  IL  ftforgridge. 
Kpkralm  B.  Nya. 
Blialia  J.  Olbba. 
Patrick  Watch. 
,  W.  Olark. 
.Kay. 
rF. 


«dw.nl  T  WllaoB. 
John  Agall, 
Ubrletoplier  0.  Allaa. 
Clieitee  A.  Clark. 
Annua  B.  Forria. 
BanJaBilli  Graham. 
am,.!  F.  Mlllkaa. 
Jamaa  Winter*. 
Chailaa  I».  Barnard. 
Jacob  A.  QUbart. 
ltleluvrl  Hawltt. 


Jar*.*  D.  Allan. 
Jam*.  W.  Baldwin. 
Loranxo  D.  Brounell. 
Kiwi  ii  J.  Bailer. 
Julia  tanljf. 
Daniel  Camay. 
Tbunaaa  Camay. 
WllllaBi  W.  Uaralay. 
William  W.  CaeneM. 
H.Allan. 


Frteuheu  A.  Tabcr. 
William  D.  Jamaa. 
DatM  8.  Keen*. 
Kai*  K.  Bly. 

iU.H.l 
l  H.I 
Wllllaat  J 
llaary  B.  Jama*. 
Cbarlaa  Diauu. 
Juha  8kay. 
Oliver  Warrltaar. 
Law  la  Hart. 
Blebard  A.  PalR*. 
Otto  Buab. 
Jobn  0,  ItoaUi. 
Wallar  T.  Wood. 


Cbarlaa  Fl.wry. 
Max  BaapalL 
John  Ball. 
William  Portar. 
Jamaa  Itvyar. 
Jamaa  Horria. 
QUbart  Bordaa. 
Juaapb  Burt,  Jr. 


Kdward  F.  Smith. 
Haary  W.  Butt  la. 
Btapliao  Tu«  ntvnd 
J  allied  A.  Tripp. 
Lot  Tynan. 
Juha  Waddingtoa. 
Jamaa  L.  Warian. 
Francia  P.  Waab 
BanjaanJu  Waal. 


.  1„  Wilbur. 


1  lio.~ii.ru  A.  Bartvu. 
Fraak  II.  Khii|i4iib. 
AlUtt  O.  Wilbur. 
Cbarlr*  C.  I'ierca. 
Banfoiil  Jaaaay,  Jr. 
William  II.  Ch**a. 
Ctiarlwd  A.  Albra. 
Jamaa  Albro. 
IWltCB  Dunning. 

•  CI 
i  P.  I 
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John  F.  Knhler. 
John  II.  tawrenca. 
William  D.  Ryder. 
Clement  Allen. 
I.'wi«  llrckir. 
Raeen  Bowie. 
Joarphua  Blrrkley, 
10.  I 

>r. 

i  W.  Hyde. 
I  B.  Keating, 
i  Kellay. 
Ji*n  I.*yt..n. 
Samnel  J.  Knenel. 
Philip  K.  Simmon*. 

William  R.  Turk  well. 

Henry  ('.  Rueaell. 
John  W.  Ralddtt. 
Peter  FerrtlL 
Benjamin  F.  I/ewla. 
Jelhro  r.  Studtey. 

t  Dl  Gammon*. 

I  Alng*r. 
.  T.  All.,, 


Reaben  C.  Barnard. 
Thimm  C.  Barnard. 
William  P.  Booth. 
William  itraley. 
George  y  f  ihaer. 
Char  Ire  Clamant 
William  W.  Cornall. 


Paldnci  A.  I 
Jaaon  l»r  j 
Charla*  1 
Thnmn*  Donovan. 
John  How. 
John  J.  Dnty 
ITatmon  Rat  lea. 
William  Kl.lrr.lar 
Franklin  nil- 
John  V  I., i  M  i  , c 
hvbert  Farmer . 
Nlaa  Flahlorke. 
Char  Ire  Fuller. 


lP.1 

i  B.  W.  Hart.  Jr. 
Clutrl**  llarrla. 
Peter  Harrington. 
William  B.  Harper. 

c.  Ilaaklna. 
Ilettjnmln  h  llan«a. 
lane  B.  Ilulinaa. 
Joaliua  V.  Ilolmaa. 
George  II.  II. .ward. 
Jame*  II.  Ho,t. 
Charlee  0,  Jay. 
Herl.ert  A.  Jrnny. 
.  T  Johnaon. 


Jnhn  K  alley  i3.1l 
Michael  Kllllon. 
Oeorg*  A.  Wlbten,  Jr. 
Jamaa  Wolflndan. 
Horace  I..  Wood. 
William  Wood. 
Benjamin  Yager. 
I'rtar  Kettle*. 
John  Rollork. 


Gnwga  II.  Fleber. 
William  II.  Welch, 
Jolin  C  J.*>wla. 
William  Maxim, 
Jolin  W.  Chalk  I » 
William  P.  OuuM. 
Jamea  Comerly. 
llsl 
rB.I 

I,Jew»l)j-u  Frmlaricki. 

l.ewr*T.GIbb». 
U«l.  U.  oilfcrd. 
l<ornnio  I'.  Gilford. 
Parry  It.  Ornraa. 
Ira  R.  P.  Ilaaklna. 
Bradford  Hathaway,  Jr. 
William  II.  Ka 
Henry  G.  Kroner. 
Joseph  Lewi*. 
Thomaa  A.  Lewla. 


Thoraaa  W.  Lawrence. 


William  T.  Martin. 
Peter  Mncdouoogh. 
Michael  McOnOh. 
John  T.  T.  McKetisle. 
Albert  8.  Moraa,  Jr. 
William  Moahar. 
John  B.  rrckham. 
Nath.  B.  Peckham. 
Samoel  G.  I 

I  H  B.  I 


Cbarlaa  B.  l-i  .•>;» 
ni  W.  Ilerce. 
Laclna  8.  Raymond. 
William  P.  Raymond. 
George  r.  Reynolds. 
John  Rlckar. 
Philip  Riley. 
Chart aa  II.  SI  mm  one. 
TlmmaaKnltnn. 
Frederic  T.  Spooner. 
IWwardO.  Tabar. 
William  II.  Thatcher. 
I  Thompson. 


Alexander  Turner. 
Andraar  ||.  Viuol. 
Thomaa  II. 
Jamaa  II. 
Jamra  Place. 
Cliarlaa  F.  Potter. 
Saoinal  J.  hodman. 
Okkrlra  H.  6ha»*rd 
Sydney  M.  Teachman. 
Wllllmn  M.  Webb. 
Edward  T.  Ryder. 


Frank  M. 
Charla*  C. 
Altwrt  F.  Sl.aar. 
Benjamin  F.  Bonle. 
Criarlee  0.  Swain. 
Edward  Tyrall. 
Kphrnliu  II.  Plnney. 


•  CI 

Andre 
William  Keogh. 
Aiiguelaa  McMann. 
John  Shannon, 
John  Sheridan. 
Aleaandar  Tonng. 
Chaile*  II.  Addlann. 
William  B.  Brown. 
Jamra  McDonnell. 
Jamaa  llealey. 
June*  Peterson. 
Job*  I 

I  L.  1 


Henry  Brann. 
George  Dean. 
John  Hnlllday. 
Jacob  L.  Knhn. 
Da  rid  SI,  i  r. 
William  McOaally. 
Ml.  I  a.  I  Smith. 


Kdwerd  I 
John  Murphy. 
Jama*  Rogers. 
II  - it  r  Kllla. 
Ixints  Pmhe*. 
Franchi  P.  Kan*. 
A  let  la  Dtlbril. 
John  l«mhard. 
Chartr*  Bauer. 
John  Berg. 
Cbarlaa  Cork. 


Cbarlaa  Smith. 
Thomaa  Slaplaton. 
Benjamin  Wenlworth. 
William  Flynn. 
Jaraea  Burke. 
Chsrte*  F.  I>iib*,rd. 
William  Hankln, 
OIM  A.  King. 
William  II. 
Thorn 

John  I>.  Wh 
jTr^1"i'*c  t.%i*ail#. 


Henry  I 

John  Bmlllxrnvan 
John  W.  Ileraoy. 
Rllphalat  II.  I 
Charla*  F.  Ilowb 
John  A.  Hale*. 
Gmrg*  W.  Allan 
Nathan  IV  Marllrld 
Grarga  K.  Waarar. 
I  l.arlra  G,  I 

Hi-...  C.  I 


Andrew  P.  Biamor*. 
Charla*  R.  Booth. 
Aogtletna  I>.  Drtgg*. 
Henry  R.  Butts. 
Jame*  N.  Carroll. 
William  Ctymon t* 
SylraaUr  Awlyo. 


Bernard  T.  Garland. 
Charla*  F.  Olfford. 
WlltUm  8.  Ilaakliw. 
William  Hathaway. 
William  II.  Hick*. 
Michael  Pal  I  t 
Joaaph  N.  8*Ddaim. 
Samoel  N.  Leonard. 
ChaHaa  A.  Una. 
Fradertek  Lyng. 
ityng. 


Timothy  F. 
JsMpb  K  Oil  ear. 
Leaadrr  Perry. 
A  boor  8.  Potior. 
John  n.  Rlrhanta. 
Michael  Smith. 
William  P.  Bool*. 
Bosnia  Salllran. 
1 11.1 


Chnrlaa  II.  Tripp. 
Joaaph  II.  Tripp. 
Paal  B.  Warren. 
Henry  Wataon. 
Jama*  Wataon. 
William  II.  W*ar*r. 
John  W*leh. 
Thorna*  Welch. 
Cliarlea  D.  Wbttteroore. 
French)  K.  Tonng. 
Id  w«td  Johnaon. 
IP.' 


•  ONy*. 
Andrew  J.  Sherman. 
Thomaa  0.  TIIHnghaat. 
Srth  A.  Wlloax. 
Alphonao  C.  Hralay 
Andrew  J.  Fran  eta. 
Georg*  W.  Hood. 
Tboma*  H,  Nolan. 
William  J.  Powell. 
Almade  It.  Smith. 
William  Aim;, 


I  II.  Bonney. 

i  K.  Borden. 
•  C.  llrighrmm 
Char  lea  Carpentar. 
Mlelwal  Carter. 
John  Omnia. 
I raac  II.  Cook. 
George  W.  Darta. 
La/ay r tie  Dean. 
William  II.  Baton. 
Samoel  R.  Gabriel. 
Nathan  8.  Olbb*. 
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Haghl 
Edward  Murphy. 
Owrp  W.  Bray. 
Charlaa  Clarke. 
Henry  W.  Da  Tie. 
William  Grearllle. 

Henry  Keetor. 

Timothy  Kllbragh. 
Juliu  Murphy. 
John  r>l»»flu«r. 
John  lartm;. 


John  J.  Vlnei. 
George  W.  Rowland  (Id). 
William  II.  P.  Browaell. 
Job  II.  GIBord. 
H.r.ry  M.  Oubarn. 
John  J.  Oolwell. 
Baffa  McDuBaul. 
Jemee  K.  Prltcherd. 
Charlaa  N.  Wood. 


William  H.  I 
Robert  8.  Joiner, 

Michael  Leonard. 
William  K.  I 
William  F.  Peckluua. 

JotlB  A.  K.JN 
Wllllaju  J.  M  ..cum. 
John  Smith. 
Baujemln  P,  Houle. 
Charlaa  II  Jooee. 


Samuel  a  1 
Edward  H.  J 
Mi.beel  Rogere. 

W  1 1 1  l.m  H.  R. 
Wildem  H.  H.  Allen. 
Edward  K.  117. 
Joaepb  Heed. 
Char  lee  0.  Mac  jr. 
William  T.  Bodgere. 


J.M. 


Edward  1 
William  11.  ( 
Prank  Doyer. 
Joku  Doyer. 
John  Ilawklna. 
John  Henry. 
Lawrence  Herding. 
George  W.  Jeauluge. 
Ttioniae  J  •mil  up 


Henry  A.  WlloOX. 
Kraatua  SI  Ooombe. 
Frank  Aadrawe. 
Malthaw  Bakar. 
Lather  Stake. 
George  P.  Booth. 
John  Bryant. 
N.  P.  rl.ni.ham. 
William  P.  Caaeide. 
William  11  Oouklla. 
John  E.  Cn 
Tltoiiwa  Cur 
Prank  »a»l  . 
Jacob  Duremiia. 
Alfred  a  Dunham. 
Hobart  B.  Dunham. 
Andrew  II  nil 
Dudley  a  UalhAway. 
John  llanrjr  [ad). 


Barnard  He 
Samuel  Murtlll. 
John  Mulligan. 
Prancm  II.  Nooue. 
Iamac  Hal  da 
Thornaa  M.  Baud. 
Janice  T.  Shepherd. 
Daalel  B.  Urn  in. . 
Praucle  Spouner. 
Andrew  B.  Turnar. 
ti.\ 


J  aw  re  8*1 1 II  ran. 
ChiUt..|.ber  C.  OlObrd. 
Beujaniln  II  Arnold. 
Henry  L.  BceworUi. 
Thomae  Hugee. 
John  Boiler. 
John  Kelley. 
Denaia  Loarney. 
>P. 


Pmnklyu  Nyo. 


John  Turner. 
William  Wlae. 
Jelaea  Mar. 
John  McDonald. 
Prank  Millar. 
Edward  Pryor. 
Edward  T.  Kydar. 

Prancl.  la, 


William  U.a. 
Henry  Power. 
Oaorga  Young. 
Thomae  Clymonta. 
Patrick  Burke. 
Tlmolliy  Ingn.ba.ra. 
omuford  Almy. 
William  Ingiabam. 
Cynia  M.  Vaagu. 


Obarlaa  B,  Nye. 


Hi 


Cliarlaa  P.  Remington. 
Iaaaa  W.  Mall. 
William  W.  Bakall. 
Oaorga  W.  Thurvtuu. 
Aaibrue*  II.  Tripp. 
Edmund  0.  Woloh. 
Horatio  0.  Whealon. 

Fr^aJwfrC  J.  WliCUl, 

Zano  K.  Wood. 
Zochnriah  Booth. 
JohuC  Bran. 
Samuel  W.  Dow. 
William  T.  OIBord. 
Wllbelm  Hewer. 
Edward  Kefle 
Danlal  P.  Laary. 
Lewie  P.  Laic*. 
John  Manilla. 


WlllUm  a  1 
Luther  Nalauo. 
Baiuauu  Paw. 
Mtlre  Carta*-,  Jr. 
William  8.  Jaekaoo. 
Edward  Gallagjier. 
Michael  Culee. 
John  D.  Dan  latin 
Jeremiah  Murphy. 


William  s.  Sherau 
Eugene  Sullivan 
Jamaa  P.  Atoa. 
Charlaa  Cook. 
Frederic  Kercher. 
llarueoel  0 
Oaorga  Vogal. 
Henry  Urban 
William  N 


IW.l 
Janiaa  B.  I 
John  U  U.  Ilaaklu. 
Illratii  V.  Howard. 
Juaeph  J.  Jannlnga. 
Oaorga  I.Mcaa. 
Mldteal  Magna. 
Edward  Murpby. 
John  E.  Murphy. 
William  D.  Parry. 


Albert  Shu 


Janiaa  Sulll.en. 
Janiaa  0.  Warran. 
Frande  A.  Whaalar. 
Levi  Wl.l aib. 
Barbarl  Ilandlay. 
li Hi-  1.  II.  Walla. 
Joaapb  Y  eager. 
Prank  A.  Bafurnbar. 
Kara  D.  Ohaaa. 
El  ward  II  Oilman. 
Obarloa  II.  Haul. 


iB  I 
Pradarick  w. 
Cbariee  H,  AUIiia. 

Jueeph  Jagrr. 
Tlmvlhy  Oorkery. 
Daanla  Donovan. 


Palrkk  Cary 


John  HogsB. 
Karon  McAvoy 
William  Botbarw, 
John  A.  Blawart 
Cliarlaa  E.  Bobartaon. 
Oaorga  A.  Alaaaudar. 
Charlaa  K  Buawurth. 
Palar  llarriugtua. 
1  CUrk. 


Pall*  Uwaaa. 
John  Wl.lla. 
CfaarlraO.  liana. 
Allan  Dupray. 
Cbarlaa  Ptaarry. 
Joar|di  8.  Ilowbtnd. 
Praalon  0.  Smith. 
John  (J,  Allay. 
I  0.  Paw. 


Bamual  P.  Hart. 
William  U.  DarM. 
Antbouy  laiBg. 
laue  0.  Bart. 
Walter  D.  Kallb. 
William  D.  Adlar. 
Etkdiap  P.  Allan. 
1  Wl 


ir.iu 

AlUri  P.  Bulktnl. 
Ban>mlu  HIM  man. 


John  P. 
lylianna  A. 
Uaorga  E  llawoa. 
Ollbart  M.  Jaaulaga. 
Sllaa  C.  Kanaay. 
Otkl  B.  Pblnuay 
1  H.  AM.... 


II.  Bly. 


Oaorga  Crabtra*. 
Il.nry  K  Wing. 
John  A.  Wing. 
Elkdia  Dua.it 
Jamaa  P.  Chlpman. 
Palar  0.  8*ar*. 
Charlaa  U  Walkar. 
Charlaa  II.  Nya. 
laraal  Smith, 
bamual  Karchaw. 
Gourge     1 1.  K.I ... 
llaury  Hill. 


All,...  a  Mangl. 
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n v'..  ri  ftlark. 
William  A.  Sweeney. 
William  A.  n  Wilaon. 
William  8.  Reaey. 
Benjamin  F.  Harwell. 
William  R  Clark. 
Jama*  II.  Cog. 
Tlx,.™.  B.  Cowing. 
A  Urn  B.  1 
i  A. 


John  P.  Wnod. 
Lathrop  R.  Rowland. 
Ctmrlea  F.  Jennlnge. 
Edward  Ketley. 
Patrick  ml-,. 
Rantnel  R.  Lnecoailt, 
Jamee  NHitfiM. 
William  Oeetlng. 
J  oh  a  O'Nall. 
Ilarrhain  A.  Rogera. 
William  0.  Saddler. 

S*fllll'*l  II,  T**li**r, 

.O.Tripp. 


neorg*  R.  Ilnrbrrt. 
Prewar-red  Bollock. 
Ttnwaa  B  Potter. 
Henry  J.  Umatilla 
Chrialian  M  Schulta. 
George  Smith. 
George  K.  Krullh. 
Kllery  Baaaell. 
Timothy  Ingrmham. 
William  L  Rodman. 
Thomaa  R  Rodman. 
Albert  F.  Bollard. 
Tlntolhj  W.  Tarry. 


John  F.  Vlraal. 


William  C.  Thomaa. 
Werton  A.  William*. 
William  H.Oray. 
William  It.  Carney. 
Wealcy  Furlong. 
Oeorg*  II.  Lo*. 
Jamra  R.  Buchanan. 
George  DeUraa. 
Dntld  o  Fletcher. 
Jame*  II.  Qordlng. 
William  D.  Kelley. 
Aleaander  ft.  J.  h 

1 1'  I  ri  A.  M  r. 


I  l.oo  Hall. 
I II.  Harriet* 
Oarnella*  Henenn. 
John  n.  Ilarrtaon. 
Robert  Lawrence. 
Samuel  loi  Ion. 
Joahtta  B.  Bowman. 
William  0.  Darl*. 
feaar  C.  Hart. 
William  n.  AMar. 
Allan  Aim;. 


Joaeph  A.  Billiard. 
Edward  P.  (Vising. 
Walter  D.  Kallh. 
Row  la  0*1  L.  IMIman. 
Frecmaa  C.  Lace. 
Alain  C.  Smith. 
Charlee  I.  Tito  m  peon 
Henry  K.  Win*. 
Theodore  8.  Ram*. 
Obed.  H.  rVlggt. 
Frederick  P.  CUrk. 

i  h \ r I pai  A .  1'ti*"  n_ 


William  II.  Flatter. 
William  0  Howard, 
l'rleg  Maenmlier. 
1 1 '-'  I J  F  Shermia. 
Norlwrt  V.  W  oarer. 
Oaorga  0.  Ooflln,  Jr. 

Darld  B.  Harm 

Joha  Balllf*. 
Jamaa  C.  IV)  I  lea. 
William  D.  Radian*. 
John  Cambridge. 
Wright  Carpenter. 
Chariea  Carinangh. 
■  K.( 


Charlaa  II.  Olbaon. 

l ■  Olinaa. 
Nathaniel  II.  Graan. 
Daniel  L.  Hathaway. 
Phlll|i  8.  Hatch. 
Aleiander  II.  Hlllman. 
Charlaa  Holland. 
Calala  Hnaerd. 
William  0.  Katerd. 
Albert  P.  Jen  nay. 
Bara  T.  Janney. 

W.  II.  II.  Jan. 


Henry  0.  Kingman. 
Patrick  Lacy, 
Noah  J.  Lak*. 
Hon ry  B.  Leacb 
George  P.  Macomber. 
John  M.  Mitchell. 
Arlrtnaa  Moraa. 
Fatriek  Qrmand. 
Iaaae  8.  Paekhaia. 
Samuel  Pierce. 
Charlaa  II  Pohle. 
Wallar  A.  Foliar. 
Jamaa  K>  matt  all. 
Wllaon  Raynolda. 
i  F.l 


William  B. 
Benjamin  Bpragna. 
Gaorga  W.  Topham. 
Jlrah  R.  Tripp. 
William  H  Tripp. 
Charlaa  F  Tuck  nail. 
Jaioaa  t>.  Vaughn. 
Albarl  0.  Vlm-ent. 
Leander  Wnehloira. 
Jnaaph  Walklaa. 
Latah  H.  WHcua. 


F.mery  Ph«l|a. 
Rotor rt  Sletena. 
Ahram  P.  Torn 
Juarpk  T.  Wl 
John  Wright. 
Nathaniel  Wright 
William  Cebolt 
Thomaa  II.  W. 
William  K. 
Chatlaa  H.To 


.J.( 
Allan  A I  my. 
Samuel  J.  Walaan. 
Robert  8.  Carrol. 
Edward  J.  Chapman. 
William  N.  Angal. 
Hiarlea  H.  Nagua. 
Kathanlal  Haaraa. 
Slaphan  C.  Chriellea. 
Thomaa  D.  Croekar. 
Staphan  K.  Crapo. 
Frederic  E.  Cuahman. 
Amoa  J.  Dunham. 
Hanry  M.  Durfaa. 


Aldan  B.  Hathaway. 

Charlaa  H.OIIaar. 
Rorallo  0.  Ollaar. 
John  H.  Rtckettoa. 
Joalah  F.  Ballay. 
Jnaaph  B.  Hnlmaa. 
John  W.Tal-r. 
Charlaa  R  Akin. 


John  Foriyth, 
John  Oallaghan. 
Franklin  L.IInII. 
Benjamin  K.  Janney. 
William  A.Jaany. 
John  T.  Kennedy. 
Oaorga  F.  htandnaler. 
William  H.  Maiery. 
Joho  Moor. 
Oaorga  T.  Parnall. 
John  Welkin*. 
Halhaolal  B  Whlppla. 
Thoma*  Wright. 


i  llaody. 
William  W.  Hatch. 
John  II.  Haiard. 
NkboUeK  Rowland. 
Rohatt  B.  floaty. 
Charlee  W.  Kamptda. 
Charlaa  T  Knight*. 
Andrew  N.  Mack. 
George  ti  Rogara. 
Patrick  Ganaataa. 
Santa**  II  Wllklneoa. 
Daniel  0.  Foater. 


Kalhaa  J.  Knight. 

Jam-a  M.  Uwtoa. 
Albait  li.  Mya. 
Jamaa  Ryan. 
Charlaa  F.  Shaw. 
William  C.  Thomaa. 
Laandar  A.  Tripp. 
Robot t  Willi*, 
laaao  J.  Watta. 
Oaorga  M.  Jaaklaa. 
Augnatna  L.  Moral, all 


Roll  of  Honor. — The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
name*  of  the  volunteers  in  the  army  and  navy  who 
died  in  the  service  of  their  country  doring  the  Re- 
bellion of  1861  -6ft: 

Akin,  Charlaa  R.,  moalrlan.  «th  Bagt.  Car.,  Oo.  B. ;  dlod  of  i 

10,  ISao,  at  Fortran!  Monro*. 
Akin,  Jamaa  F,  ISIh  Bat. ;  dlad  la  ( 

Nor.  12, 1MB. 

Albro,  Jamaa  II  ,  U  Bagt.  Hanry  Art-.  Co.  B ;  died  of  frrar  la  J 

N.  0.,  Oct.  t,  tSM. 
Aldrich,  Albart  J,  oorp.,  SOU,  Begt,  Co  Dj  dlad  la  can 

barg  Jaly  It,  ISM. 
Allan,  Frad*rt«k  8.,  corp.,  20th  Ragt-,  Oo.  0  ;  dlad  Oct.  1A,  Dure,  of 

woundg  rocHaad  at  Anilciam ;  grara  at  Liadaa  Oror*  Cantata  ry, 

Waaiport. 

Andrwwa,  Frank,  1Mb  Ragt  ,  On.  A  ;  dlad  at  Unltad  Btataa  Oanaral  Iloa- 
pllal  at  Windmill  Point,  Va,  Fab.  10,  ISM. 
r.  Chart**  0..  lat  Ragt.  Car,  Co.  K ;  died  at  homa  SapC  4,  ISM, 

H  Rochoatarl),  lit"  Rag.  .<'«•  0;  klllad  at  Rappahaa- 

llartlrll,  John  K,  lat  RlKata  UamJ  Ragt,  Co.  t ;  dlod  at  Baanfort,  N.C., 
Jnna  SO,  ISM. 

Bean,  Joha  C,  Sd  Ragt.  Car,  Co.  0|  dlad  at  Baton  Ronga,  U,  Jaly  6, 

M 

Banna,  FaKlnriah  T ,  Sd  Ragt.  Car.,  Co.  I ;  dlad  at  homa  Aog.  •,  ISM  , 

grata  In  Oak  Greta  Orakatery. 
Bantlay.  William,  Mth  Bagt,  Co  H. ;  dlad  at  N*w  Oriaaaa,  La-,  Jaoa 

4,  ISSI. 

Blaln.  Samnol  J.,  lat  llaat.,  —  Ragt.  u.  g.  Cukorad  Tronaa;  dlad  at  1 

am-a.  S.  C,  alamt  Not.  1,  ISSt. 
Blaka,  I^tlhaa,  Iftth  Ragt.,  Co.  A;  klllad  at  battl*  of  1 

Dae.  13,  last ;  monument  lu  Wrat  Coertetrry. 
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BLekn,  Pelrg  W  ,  1M  lleoL,  6th  Ball. ;  killiid  uiv  Petaraburg  Jim*  It, 
1M4 ;  grara  la  Watt  Cemetery 

Wood,  Tboopeeo  B.  (of  Cheleeet),  18th  Hagt ,  Co  A ;  dlad  In  rebel 
prlaon  at  Auderacurlll.,  March  24.  It 04 

Bly.  Jmwph  H,3Sth  Em.  Ob.  H  j  died  at  Salter...  Beepltal.  Phila- 
delphia, Mae.  10.  ISM.  ,  :l.„  ,«...,,„,;  Creek.  Oct.  It. 
1644  ;  barlad  In  Oak  Crura  Cemetery. 

Booth.  Gberlee  K.,  3d  Hagt.  Oar,  Co.  A ;  dl«d  at  Port  Hudeon,  La ,  of 
woo  ad  •  Dae.  X,  1883;  (rata  la  Oak  Qrure  Ocm.tery. 

Baoth.  Oaorga  F,  Itlk  Bagt,  Ou.  A ;  diad  at  Haifa  Hill,  Bear  Waahlag- 
ton.  Jan,  4,  188S. 

Booth,  Joan  0..  SSd  Ba,t.,  Oo.  0,  dlad  la  prlaon  at  Richmond,  Va,  Dae. 
4,1883. 

Bordaa,  Abraham  at,  U.  8.  Signal  Ourpe;  dlad  on  board  gunboat  "8e- 

chela,"  (apt.  »,  1MI3|  grara  In  Uaral  Cemetery. 
Bordan.  Uanlal  W.SOlb  Baft.  Oo.  Dj  klllad  Dec.  13,  IMS,  at  Frrd.r- 

lekaburg,  Va. 

Boewortb.  Ham;  L,  Jr,  3d  R,«L  Car,  Co.  C ;  klllad  near  Wlnchaatar, 
Ve.Sept.  I»,  1M4  ;  greee  in  Bleeraido  Cemetery,  Fairhaaen. 

Boyd,  Edward,  18th  Baft,  Oo.  A;  dlad  at  Aaderermrllle  Nor.  It,  1*64 

Brigge,  Auguetoa  D,3d  Baft.  Oar ,  Oo.  A ;  died  In  Camden  Street  lloa- 
pllal,  Baltimore,  Hot.  14.  1«04,  of  wound,  racairad  at  Cedar  Creak. 

Brlgga,  Obrd  N.,  SSd  l'..Kt,  Oo.  D;  klllad  at  Oold  Harbor  Jan.  3, 

1884. 

Drockdou  (Backdoo  oa  offlclaJ  lint).  John  F,  61b  RegL  Oar.,  Oa.  D;  dlad 

on  board  Iraoeport  "J  H  Baruea"  sept,  tt,  IMS. 
Brown,  Charlaa  A,  aliaa  Oharlaa  Baaaa  (of  Truro  »),  SOth  Baft  ,  Oo.  A ; 

dlad  at  Daoiilla  prlaon  Dac.  7.  1604. 
Brown.  Oaorga  H,  !dd  BegV,  Oo.  U  ;  dlad  at  Bkcbmond,  Va..  Fab.  13, 

Brown,  John  C,  cupC.  7Sd  Bawl.  D.  8.  Oolorad  Inf.,  Oo.  O;  dlad  on  Ut- 
Ua-flaM  at  lU.k.lr,  Ala.,  of  wouoda  racairad  while  aaeuultlng  live 
enemy  i  worhe,  April  10, 1166. 

Bryant.  John,  1Kb  Beg<-,  Oa.  A  ;  klllad  at  battle  of  FrederickeUtrg  Dan. 
IS,  IMS. 

Bryant,  William  r.  (of  Bocbaetar').  38th  RegL,  Oo.  H;  dlad  at  Balon 

Rouge  BepL  30,  1163. 
Buchanan,  Jamaa  H,  corp.,  641b  RegL,  Co.  O;  klllad  at  Oluataa,  Fla, 

Tab  SO,  1604. 

Burka.  Tboaiaa,  3d  Bagt.  Car.,  Oo.  I. .  died  at  Baton  Bongo,  U,  July  t, 

°uau£'il'Z&  *" oon'''  ",h    °" c' * ,ort  W"*,,*r 

Canty.  John  M,  Sib  Belt.;  dlad  July  8,  1803,  of  wound,  racairad  at  Q.t- 

tyebarg;  barlad  July  2*,  1843.  In  Catholic  Cemetery. 
Carroll,  Patrick,  corp,  3d  Bagt.  Oar..  Oa.  A ;  dlad  at  Waehiogtoo  Ang. 

6, 1*64 }  grara  in  Ontbolie  Cemetery. 
Oareuaugh,  Cbarlaa,  *3d  Ragt ,  Ou  D;  dlad  March  St.  IMS,  of  wouada 

racairad  at  Ne wbarna. 
Chapman,  Tboaiaa  W.  (of  Acuahnet  1),  S8th  I leg  i .  Oo.  D  j  dlad  In  K  eu- 

tlKky  Sept.  SS,  186S. 
Chaw,  bra  D,  SOtb  Bagt.,  Oo.  0;  klllad  at  Cold  Uarbor,  V.  ,  Jona  S, 

1864. 

Ohaaa,  William  T.,  Sd  Bagt.  H.  Art,  Oo.  F ;  diad  at  Fort  Wagnar.  I).  CL, 
Dac.  10,  1M4;  grara  la  Rural  Caaaatary. 

Jona'l7.7»04i  baritdNor.  STUM,  In  Oak  Orora  Camatrry. 
HaWk,  Johuaon,  aaab  aurg.,  WUi  K.  Y.  Bagt. ;  dlad  Dac.  K.ltw.1. 
aoogb.  Jamaa,  rorp  .  Tib  Hagt.,  Co.  A  J  dlad  In  Armory  lloapltal.  Waab 

log wa,  Juna  It.  I»KI,  of  wouuda  racairad  at  Fradariekabarg  Hay  3, 

turn, 

L 1  a,  Law  la  H.,  ZM  Bagt  .Co  D;  dlad  at  Nawuarua,  N.C.,  April  14,  IMS. 
Cobnni,  Harry  N  ,  boap.  ataward,  3d  Bagt.  Oar.;  diad  Nor.  t,  Mtu,  at 
Port  Hadaon. 

Cola,  Cbarlm  B.,  mua,  56lb  Ragt^  Co.  B;  dlad  Dac.  20, 1863,  at  Folly 
I.Ian  J ,  &  0. 

Ooaly,  Tlmotny.  ttth  Bagt,  Oo.  0.  klllad  at  Antlabun  Sapt.  IT,  IMS. 
Ooomba,  Kraatna  MM  oorp  ,  l»tb  BagV,  Oo.  A;  diad  at  Harriaon  a  Land- 
ing July  IS,  IMS. 

Oorooran  (Onrkary  in  oAclal  llat),  Tlaiothy,  aargL,  Mlb  BagL.  Co.  B; 

Craaa,  Cbarlaa  F„  3d  Bagt.,  Oo.  B;  diad  at  Nawbarua  Jan.  S»,  1863 
Orapa,  Hanry  D.,  6lh  Bait.;  klllad  at  Bottom  Bridga,  Va,  Juna  8,  ISM. 
Orapo,  Staph  act  K.,  corp.,  Mtb  BagL,  Co.  t;  klllad  aaar  Spoittylrania 

Ooart-Uaajaa  May  IS,  ISM ;  grara  In  Uaral  Oo  Dietary. 
Darla,  William  F.  (coota  of  Lawraaca) ;  dlad  at  Andaraonrllla,  Qa,  Oct. 

S8.1SM 


Daunlaon,  John,  tth  Itagt.,  Co.  C;  dlad  at  Mount  Plaaaant,  Waaklaglou, 

D.  0,  BWV.  7,  IMS. 
DarolL  Cbarlaa  F,  131b  III.  Bagti  diad  at  tfaahrllia,  T.aa.,  Jona  t, 

ISM  i  grara  la  Bural  Camatary. 

SfofY,  tataa ,  No*.  W,  1M3j  iiffit 
Downing.  Patrick,  Sd  Bagt.  H.  Arc,  Oo.  I|  dlad  at  Nawbaraa,  N .  a,  Juna 
8,  ISM. 

Dutilraai,  Aawa  J.,  Mtb  Hagt,  Co.  K;  diad  at  AanapidU  Oct.  St,  ISM; 

grara  in  Oak  Orora  Omalery. 
Dwyar.  Timothy.  Stth  KagC.  Oo.  II.;  klllad  at  I^aMriokabarg  Dac.  13, 

IMS 

Kngao  (Akin  in  oScial  Hat),  Alaiajftar,  SOtb  Hagt.,  Oo.  D.  klllad  at  Gol- 

tyaiwrg  July  3, 1803;  grara  lu  Uaral  Oaiaatrry. 
Kdaoa.  Lowall  M..  3d  BagL  Car,  Co.  A ;  dlad  at  Baton  Bovga  July  SS, 

18*3;  grara  In  Oak  Orora  CaaMlary. 
Blllott.  Joaapfa.  3d  BagL  Oar,  Oo.  0;  klllad  naar  Alaaandria,  La,  May 

1,1864. 

Final  at  tnona,  Hanry  (quota  of  Middtahoroagh),  Mtb  Bagt,  Oo.  I ;  diad 
In  Baltic,  Coon,  Aaa.net,  1M7,  of  wouuda  racairad  M  Pataraburg, 
Va,  April  S.  ttU ;  grara  lu  Catltolk  Oawatary. 

Flebarty,  John,  Sd  Bagt.  Oar,  Co.  B  j  died  at  Fort  Bthaa  Aliaa.  Aag.  30, 

Ia03. 

Fleetwood,  I  .a  eta  A,  Mtb  Bagt,  Oo.  0;  woaaded  at  Fort  Wagnar  July 

It,  1*03;  foot  amputated;  diad  lu  Naw  Uadford  altar  diacharge; 

griire  lu  Oak  Qrora  Cemetery. 
Foatar.  Denial  O,  Q  la  -aergt,  4lh  BagL  Car,  Oo.  D;  died  at  Dear 

lalaad  April  SO,  ISM. 
Oarlfck.  Ketibeu  A.  (of  Dartmouth?),  3d  Hagt.  Car,  Oo.  H;  killed  SapL 

18,  ISM.  at  belli,  of  Wlnchaatar. 
Olbaoa.  Oharlaa  II,  uuaiciau,S3d  Uegt.,Oo.  D;  klllad  aa  board  ataan»r 

-  Fawn,"  Sept.  13.  ISM.oa  Boanoke  Ulrar. 
OIITord,  William  U,  Mtb  BagL,  Co.  K  .  died  lu  Daurllle  priaoo,  Aug.  14, 

Oilman.  Bd'ward  U,  I  at  BagL  Maine  II  Art. ;  died  MbM  Peterabarg,  Va, 
Dec.  16, 1S0S. 

Uooding,  Jamaa  11,  aergt.  Mill  RagL,  Oo.  C;  wounded  and  taken  prle- 
ooar  at  Oluataa,  Fia,  Fab.  SO,  1M4 ;  died  at  Anderaetirllla,  Jaly  U, 
1M4. 

Cordon,  Tboraaa  (quota  of  Cambridge), S8lh  BagL,  Co.  V  ;  reported  n lee- 
lag  in  action  May  It.  IsM. 

Oraham,  Bdward ;  dlad  at  Aaderaourllte  OcL  6,  laM. 

Oray,  Franklin  S,  Mtb  Hegt,  Co.  X;  klllad  at  Cold  Harbor  JunaS,  IM4. 

Oray,  John  11,  SOth  New  Tork  Bagt,  Oo.  A  ;  dlad  at  Yorktowa.  Va, 
OcL  S,  1883 

Hall,  Joaepfa  L  ,  MU>  BagL,  Co.  O;  aiimiag  at  tba  aaaaull  oa  Fort  Wag- 
nar July  18.1SU. 

Hall,  Lerl,  tUt  BagL  Car .  Co.  O;  klllad  at  8L  John'a  lalaad  July  17. 

ism, 

llendley.  Ilarbart,  aargt,  SOth  Bagt  .Cu.  O;  klUad  by  a  bona  la  Prorl. 

deuce  SepL  8,  IMI. 
Hart.  J.  II.  W,  Jr.,  91b  Oa.  B.  ArL;  dlad  at  Fort  Baker,  D.  C,  SrpL  4, 

MM 

J 1 » r »  o  • ,  (iL-tifgo  ct/rp.,  •latd  Ittftft.,  Oo.  I ;  disMl  »t  An  Jers>itivj||aj  priaMii, 
Oa,  Aug.3u,letl4 

I  f -Sat  llB) WSS^  B  al  i.  1 1  U  gf ,  |  Cl  I  It   lAtit  ( ,  |  J | tail  aVifll Jf  14a  laaaflelg  OsT   aT  l>r|| leHlen  fffCttl  VrtStl  $\% 

UattyalHirg ;  buried  In  Waal  Cemetery  Ang.  6,  1803. 
Hawee,  Oaorga  K.,  corp,  Mtb  HegL,  On.  il ;  died  Dac  14,  1862,  at  llamp- 

toa,  Va.;  grara  in  Bural  Cemetery. 
Heilmaa,  George,  I6lb  Hagt .  Oo.  II ;  diad  at  Aadereearllle),  Nor.  3, 18M. 
Ilalntr,  John  II,  3d  BagL  Car,  Co.  A  ;  dlad  al  Port  lludaou  Oct.  1, 1*83. 
Ilamiu,  Wllliaai  II,  3d  Naw  llaiutaiblra  Hagt,  (\>.  K ;  died  al  Naah- 

rllla  May  S4,  IMS. 
Hill.  Ueuty,  let  aargt,  33d  Bagt,  Oo.  I ;  killed  al  Dallaa,  tie  ,  May  S3, 

1*64. 

Hogan,  John,  S8th  Hegt ,  Ou.  B;  killed  at  Aalietam  SepL  17,  IMS. 
Hulmae.  Jamaa,  Mtb  lUgL,  Oo.  II ;  diad  at  Baton  Houge  Oct.  SI,  1KB 
Huward.  Oaorga  II,  Slh  Co.  II  Art.;  died  in  hoepllal  at  Naw  Dwlford 

Oct.M.  I8M. 

Howard.  Hiram  B,  SOtb  Bagt,  Co  D ;  klllad  at  Galtyaburg  July  3, 18C3. 
Howiand, Ctiarlea  F,  i.t  aargt,  4lat  Bagt,  Oo.  A ;  died  al  Baton  Houge, 

U  ,  Feu.  IS,  1883;  buried  In  Oak  Orora  Cemetery. 
Uowtand,  Oaorga  W,  capl,  3d  Bagt  Car,  Ou.  A ;  died  at  borne  June  6, 

ltM;  diach.  April  II,  1863;  giara  lu  Bural  Oemalery. 
Howiand.  Lothrop  P,  3M  BagL,  Co.  I ;  klllad  al  batlla  of  Waalialchla 

Oct.  a,  lata. 
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y,  Robert  B,  Mill  Regt,  Co.  R;  died  itt  Nantucket  while  on  for- 
Inugli.  Not.  IT.  18*4. 

i  8,  .Mb  Regt  Cue,  Co.  F J  died  at  "I  „  -  ket  ■ :  I .-.  T«t», 

July  i»,  im«. 

iney,  Rantnrd,  Jr.,  eergt ,  3d  Regt  II-  Art.,  Ok  R;  died  at  N.wberoe, 
K.  U,  May  4.  I8M  ;  burled  In  Oak  Grot.  Cenwtery. 

».  R.I ,  .nl  ,  -  3d  Regt  Uh  ,0a.  Cj  hilled  la  action  at  Ale». 

endrte,  lal,  May  1, 1M4. 
Jon  re,  Charles,  n,,r  mil,  toft,  Go.  H  ;  died  In  New  Bedford  M.rrh 
31.  ISM. 

'irr.  Robert  8  ,  lsth  Hvf,  .  Co.  F;  taken  prieoner  at  haltla  of  Iha 

Wilderness,  May,  IBM;  died  la  rebel  prtaoa  at  Mlllcn.Oa. 
Kama***,  Benjamin  8,  6lli  Halt. ;  killad  bafor.  Peterahurg  June  18,1*84; 

boiled  In  Wwt  Cemetery. 
Kaan,  Detld  8,  Wtti  Raft,  Co.  I);  dlad  at  Crab  Orchard,  K y„  Oct  l», 
IMS ;  grate  In  Oak  Grote  Cemetery. 

i  0,:t8lh  Regt,  Co.  II;  4M  at  Unlterelly  llotplul, 
.  April  ss.inm. 
i  a,  Dorp,  3tth  RrKt,  Co.  11 ;  killad  at  rort  llndeon  Jon. 
14,  IMS. 

Kllllan,  M  leh.el,  «lh  Co.  H.  Art. ;  dlatl  at  Fort  Ilakar,  Waahlogtoti,  Aug. 
22,  IBM 

King,  Lepralale,  til  Regt,  Co.  K ;  died  at  Itmahaar  City  Jnna  11,  IMS. 
Kingman,  Henry  »'.  (qnota  of  Rocheater),  13d  Ragt,  Co.  D;  dlad  la 

Llbby  Prionn  Aog.  a,  ISM,  of  wound*  reeelred  at  Drury'.  Bluff. 
Kablar,  John  P.,  eergt,  3d  Ragt.  II.  Art,  Co.  B ;  dlad  at  Sanitary  Gum- 

wlaafrm  Hnepltal,  Waablnglan,  Nor.  13,  IMt;  grur. In  Rural  Ceaie- 

lary. 

Ully,  Michael.  3d  Regt.  Car,  Co.  A ;  dlad  or  wounds  at  Winchester,  v.  , 

Nor.  7,  1M4. 
Undm,  Jneeph  N,  4Ut  Regt,  Co.  A  ;  dlad  at 


Ma.im.  Datld,  Jr.  (quota  of  Worcester),  3d  Ragt.  H.  Art.,  Co.  B;  dlad 

Id  Waahington  March  IS,  IMS ;  antra  In  Oak  Orora  Cemetery. 
Maxwell,  Luther,  8th  Malna  llcgt  .  Co.  Kj  dlad  at  Point  of  Ro.  ke,  Hi  . 

0ct.ll.lM4. 

Miller,  Luke,  snth  Ragt.,  0...  0  ;  wonndad  at  Gettysburg;  dlad  at  An- 

dereonrlll.Octl.lBM  . 
Mllliken,AlbertF,corp,SthBaU.;  I 

lWi. 

Mania,  William  n..64lh  Ragt,  Co.  K  ;  I 

Ha,,  Fab  SO.  IM4. 
Mi«li«r,  Pblllp  (of  Raynham '),  tlh  Reft.  Oar.,  Co.  B; 

Gal  ii '  •  1 1 1 1  - ,  Pla.;  ilM  In  hand,  of  the  enemy. 
Nol.nd.  Jueeph,  lAth  R.gt  V.  8.  Colored  Troopa,  Co.  H;  died  at  Fort 
llarrancaa,  F1a„  Jnna  la,  IMd. 

8,  3d  Ragt.  Oat,  Co.  A  j  died  It  New  Or  lean.  Jan. », 


Nye.  Kphralm  B,2d  Rent, 14th  Bait  (  killed  at 

Jtl.    IMA*  I 'i'r I'll  i\\  FoCOanWt. 

Nye,  Franklin,  3d  Regt  Oar,  Oo.  0;  killed  at  Port 
O-nrlaii.  Daul.l  (of  Boabmixaotb  Ragt,  Co.  D;  killed  at  Ball'. 


.  Oar  ,  Co.  B  j  died  a  ptiaoner  at 


I.  landJuly  27.18*% 

Lnwlon,  DetlrLM  Ragt.  11.  Art..  Co.  F ;  dlad  Not.  14, 1M4.  at  Near  barn., 

N.  C 

Lear..,.,  Jamee  II.,  eergl.,  let).  Ragt,  Co.  A;  killed  al  Gettysburg.  Pa., 
Jnly  2,  18*1. 

Lee,  John,  41.1  Regt,  Oo.  A  ;  diedat  Hume  Jnnell, 1*03;  bar  led  In  Oak 
Oro.e  Oamatrry. 

Lemunyon,  talker  W.,2«lh  Ragt.,  Co.  0  ;  died  at  New  Orlean.  Oct.  25, 
1*03, 

Letin.rd.  Stephen  II  ,  3d  Regt.  Cat,  Co.  A  ;  dlad  Sept.  14,  ISM,  at  Win. 

rhni»«a  W., f11h  Regt,  On.  D;  died  al at  Camp  Parapet,  Car- 
,  I*,  Jnly  16.  Man. 
Mnea.  Samuel,  24lh  Regt,  Co.  F ;  killed  al  Newberne.N.  C,  March  14, 
IMS 

l.ook,  Ollliart  A.,  Id  Regt.  II.  Art,  Co.  B;  dlad  In  Newark,  N.  J,  Jnna 

II,  1MI. 

I««den.  Kdward  (i|nota  at  Weatpnrt),  «.|  Regt,  Co.  O;  dlad  al  Ander- 

asnTllle.Ga^  Orl.  II,  1M4. 
Uiw,  Robert  A,  -Villi  Regt, <V>.  B;  died  al  Bnalon  Jan.  A,  ISM. 
I -ii r ...  Charlaa  A,  aargt-,3d  Ragt.  Car,  Co.  A ;  dlad  at  Fort  Hadeon,  La., 

Ni«.  80,  IM.I;  giara  In  tie*  Orora  Cemetery, 
•■ace..  George  F,  1Mb  Regt..  Co.  t>;  killed  at  Oettyaborg,  Pa,  July  3, 

m 

Uee,  I .,    ,.  p,  3d  Ragt.  Car,  Co.  C ;  died  at  Baton  Rouge,  La,  Aug.  20, 
IM3. 

Iiir.,  IWhMM  R ,  mualcUn,  Mb  On.  II.  Art.;  died  at  New  Bedford  Feb. 
».  1««4. 

McDrrltt,  Hugh,  3d  It. at  Oar,  Co.  A  ;  killed  al  Winrheetet.  Va,  Sept. 
ID,  IM4 

MrOowan,  John,  fd  Ragt.  II,  Art,  Co.  II ;  dlad  at  AnitereonetUe  priaon 
June  26,  IM4 

Mack,  Andrew  N.,*8th  Regt ,  On.  K ;  killed  at  Cold  lUrbor  Jure  3, 

1M4;  grata  In  Rural  Cemetery. 
Mary.  Charlaa  0,  l*th  Ragt,  Co.  I ;  died  at  AndereonTllla,  Oa  ,  Sept  1, 

IBM. 

Manehreter,  William  K  ,  IIUi  Regt,  Oo.  F;  killed  at  Dull  Run  Aog.  30. 
1MB, 

Many,  Charlaa.  llth  Ragt,  Co.  K  j  killed  May  e,  ISM,  In  the  battle  of 
the  Wlldemeaa. 

Maraball,  Angnaltn  L-,  4th  Regt  Oar,  Co.  X;  died  Aug.  21,  ISM,  at 
FoftrMti  tiffin***. 

M.rtla,  Thoma.  ("f  Calllomla*).  I.I  eergt,  2d  Regt  Car ,  Co.  K  ;  killed 
In  aelwn  Aug.  27,  IM4. 


Oct  2I.IMI. 
Otlrar,  Obarlea  II,  i|  m  ae-n'.  ,4tb  1 

Albany,  Fla,  Jan.  S,  IMS. 
Otlrar,  Iloratlo  0,  Jr.,  .argt,  4th  Regt.  Oar,  Co.  B;  died  In  hand,  of 

enemy  at  Wilmington,  N.  0,  March  4,  IMS. 
O'Malley.  Owan,  7th  Regt,  Co.  R  ;  died  at  CkatMalloraTllla,  Va.,  May  t, 

1983. 

Ormond,  Patrick,  tU  Regt,  Co.  D ;  Hippo. ad  to  bar*  died  at  Anderaoc- 

ellla  December,  1M4. 
Orne,  Oenrge.  3d  Regt,  Co.  T ;  dlad  Jan.  SO.  1M3.  at  Beaton. 

r,  George  8,  Itth  Regt, Co.  II;  dlad  In  Farley  Hoepltel,  Waah- 
Ington,  Nor.  14, 1883, of  wound,  reeelred  at  I 
burled  In  Oak  ( 


i.  William,  3d  Regt  Car,  Co.  B;  killed  al  Jackeon,  La.,  Aug.  8, 

18C3. 

Pannlman,  Jama.  M  ,  82d  Regt,  Co.  0 ;  died  at  Annapolis  Fab.  24, 

IMA. 

rerry,  Olleer  H„  1»7th  Penu.  Regt. ;  died  Jnna  20,  ISM. 
PkMa.  Henry,  Vat  Rea.  Corps;  died  at  Harwoud  lloapttal, 

D.  0..  Jan.  18,  ISM. 
Potter.  Walter  A,  3td  Regt,  Co.  D;  killed  at 

1881. 


I,  Sampa  n.  Mh  Regt.  Oar,  Co.  D;  I 


:t,  14. 

N.Y, 


8.  C, 


Tann,  April  1, 18M. 
Reed,  Iaaac,  18th  Regt,  Co.  A ;  died  i 
1M4. 

Relchmann,  Edward,  oorp,  47th  Ragt,  On,  D ;  died  Sept  24, 1M3. 
Richmond,  Cyras  A,  eorp,  1>t  Regt  Oar,  Co.  K  ;  died  at  I 

1, 1M2;  grata  In  Rural  Cemetery. 
Rodgern,  William  T,  Itth  Regt,  Co.  I ;  died  Sept  18,  IMS,  at  I 

N.J. 

Rod  mas,  William  L,  lleut.-ool,  Mlh  Regt  j  killed  at  Port  I 

27, 1M3;  burled  In  Oak  Orora  Csmetery. 
Ryan.  Janaa  P,  38lh  Regt,  Co.  R  ;  died  at  I 

Orlean*.  Jnna  4,  IMS. 
Sargent,  Jneeph  A,  .argt,  3d  Regt  Oar,  Co.  A  ;  dlad  al  Annapoli.  March 

It,  184S. 

John.  9th  Kegt,  Co  K;  died  of  wound.  July  1,  IM2- 

II,  23d  Regt,  Co.  Dt  died  at  New  here*  Jan.  I,  IMS,  of 
wound,  recalled  In  the  battle  of  Whitehall  Dec.  18, 1M2  ;  grata  al 
South  Dartmouth. 
Sekall,  baa.  W,  3d  Regt.  Cat,  Co.  A  ;  dlad  at  Cbaatnut  Street  llaapllal. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  12,  1M6. 
Shepherd,  Engene  (quota of  Chelaaa) ;  dlad  at  Naahrllle.TenB,  Jaanary, 
ISM. 

Shepherd.  Jaanes  P,  18th  Regt,  Co.  A  ;  died  at  Was!  Philadelphia  July 
18.  IMS,  or  wounds  reeelred  al  Oettyatiarg ; 
iery. 

Sherman.  William  F,  31.1  Malna  Regt,  Co.  0 ,  . 

30,  ISM. 

Sin,........,  f-harlaa  H,8lhCn.  II.  Art;  died  la  hospital  at  Curtis'.  Point. 

New  Bedford.  Oct.  1».  1M3, 
Slmpton,  George,  20th  Rett,  Co.  0 :  killed  at  Ball's  Bluff  Oct  21, 1M1. 
Smith.  Jamaa,  20th  Regt,  Co.  D;  died  Dae.  SO,  1M2. 
Smith.  Matthew, 20th  Regt,  Co.  D  ;  dlad  Dec  11,1882,  at  Falmouth,  Ta. 
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.  Cat,  Co.  A  v         at  Fort 


Aug.  14. 
of 


0,aargL.SSd  BagL,0».I; 
bauble,  Tina.,  OcL  S8,  1H3. 

,staBML;kiiiad  at  Gettysburg  Jai,t,it«i;  grata  la 


Spooaar,  Francla,  16tb  Regiment,  Oo.  A;  dlad  at  AaderaoBTtlla,  Oa, 
Aug.  S,  1804. 

Btowell.  Coluaiboa,  4lh  B«it.  C.».,  Oo.  B  j  died  Id  priaon  at  C1i.iI.-h.iq. 

4.C..  OcL  J6,  MM, 
■wain,  CUarlaa  B,  lel  BagL  Cat,  Oo.  K  [  dlad  at  Beaufort,  fl.  O,  Hot.  4, 

UN, 

Bwe.ua, ,  William  A ,  eorp,  13d  Kegt..  Oo.  I ;  killed  at  bet  tin  or  Umbo, 
lie.,  M 17  16,  IBM. 

Taber,  Samuel  II..  6Mb  RegL,  Oo.  I ;  died  In  Dunttlle  Priaon  Hospital 
Aag.  31,1*84. 

tr%B1ci.tr.  William  n  ,  lib  Co.  H.  Art. ;  died  at  Fort  Datla,  D.  0,  Juna 
87,1864.  ^     ^  ro^v    tab  1 

IMS. 

TllUogliaal,  Charlea  F-,  3d  BagL  Cat,  Oo.  A  ;  prlauaar  .1  bet  Ue  of  Oadax 
Creek ;  died  In  prtaon-at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  June  9,  18*1 ;  monument 
In  Rural  Cematar, ,  It  u  mil  known  whore  hie  1« idy  la  laid. 
TUIIagbeet,  Thomas  a,  eergt .  3d  Begt.  Obt.,  Co.  A ;  died  al  Wlncbealar, 
V» ,  OcL  SO,  1M4,  or  waaDda  rectlred  at  Cadet  Creek  ;  luuuumeiil 
In  Bural  Cta»etsr,i  II  la  aot  known  whtra  bis  ram  nine  wara  laid. 

,  r,7th  BagL,  Co.  I;  klllad  at  Fredericksburg  Dac.  IS. 


I  P,  eorj>„  Mlh  Raft,  Oo.  0;  klllad  al  Vert  Wagner 

Jul,  II, 

Tripp,  Ebanetar.  10th  Raft.,  Co.  0t  klllad  at  Ball  a  Bluff  ObL  11, 1MI. 
Tripp,  J—  H,47lh  Begt,  Co.  D;  died  J..,.  4. 18*3.  at  Camdlton, 
La. 

Tripp,  Jlrel.  D,  83d  BtfL,  Co.  D ;  dlad  In  Ubby  Priaon,  Richmond.  Va, 
0cLl4,l»M. 

Tripp,  L«.«Wr  A,  aargl,  38th  Kafft,  Oo.  II ;  dlad  June  30, 1SS4,  .1  Mot- 
genu.  La. 

Tripp,  Will  aw  H,  »d  Baft.,  Oo.  D ;  klllad  baTora  r.tereburg  Aug.  It, 

IM4j  Iran  la  (Ural  Cemetery. 
Truck w.ll,  Chart-  P.,  Md  BagL,  Co,  D  |  dlad  al  Hawbarne  May  0. 
(rata  In  Watt  CeaMtary. 

II.  641b  BagL,  Oo.  0;  klllad  at  Port  Wagner  Jul,  II, 


Urban.  Henry.  »th  Bar .  Oo.  0 ;  dlad  Jan.  T.  1»*5. 
Vlall.  Oaorca  M.  (of  Protldeooe »),  4lat  Begt,  Co.  A;  dlad  . 
Bouge  May  It,  IM3. 

I  J,  Sd  llaat.,  68lh  BagL,  Co.  K ;  dlad  at  home  Dac.  11, 
1M4,  rraai  want  and  eapoaure  In  Dentllle  priaon,  V*  ;  (fata  In 
Bural  Centaury. 

Waater,  Korbart  V,  33d  BagL,  Co.  D .  mortally  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor 

J  una  3,  1*64  ;  monument  In  Bural  Cemetery. 
Walab,  Edmund  O,  3d  BagL  Cat,  Co.  A ;  klllad  al  battla  of  Oadar  Crttk, 
Va-.Oet.  18,  IM4. 

i  II,  3d  BagL  II.  Art,  On.  D;  dlad  al  Oellope  Ialand, 
.  Sept.  It,  IMft;  grata  In  Oalboll*  Oametsry. 
,  Kegt,  Co.  B;  dlad  Ma,  t,  1843,  at  Yorktown,  Va 
Whitehall.  Jolin  D,  td  BagL  Oat,  Oo.  I ;  diod  al  Oluuceeter  Point,  Va., 

Whitman,  Onlay  A,  71b  B.  I.  BagL,  Oo.  I ;  dlad  at  Baltimore  March  Su, 

lt*3;  grata  la  Waal  Cemetery,  a 
Wllcoi.Sath  A,strgt,3d  BagL  Cat,  Oo.  A ;  dlad  al  boma  Majr30,lM4; 

grata  In  Oak  Orate  Cemetery. 
Wllco.,  William  8,61b  11.11. ;  dlad  Not.  S8,  IIM4.  at  ralmtralh,  Va. 

,  Ou.  A  i  ditd  al  Bharpahnrg.  Md ,  OcL  17. 


William*,  William  (uuota  of  Balmoal),  teth  Bagl,  Oo.  K  ;  dlad  at  rtgl- 
mauUI  boapltal,  Poll,  Ialand,  8.  O,  Aug.  19.  1*64. 

WlUlaton,  William  H,  till  BagL,  Co.  0;  klllad  al  Mawbarna,  M.  C 
March  14,I««L 

Wlag,  John  A,  33d  BagL,  Oo.  D;  miaalag  I.  action  Ma,  It,  ltM. 
Winn,  Uagh  (of  Pall  Bltarl).  4lh  BagL  Oat,  Co.  U  ,  dlad  al  Plorauca, 
8.0. 

Wood,  Horatio,  q.ai.<aargl,  lat 

Icaaun"  J  oat  tt,  Ittli. 
Wordall,  Chart  at  P,  ttth  Bagl,  Co.  ■ ;  dlad  In  Doaglaa  lloapltal,  Waab- 

lagloo,  Aug.  V7,  land,  of  wonnda  racaltad  at  tha  aaaaull  upon  Patara- 

WurgJol,  SU,  1844.  . 


Oat.;  dlad  <». 


iBagl,Oo.Di  I 

L,t4tbBagt,Oo.0i» 
0,na.l. 


I  al  Fort  W. 


Dac.  IS, 
Jul.  I*. 


Aim,,  Thomaa,  acting  i 

OII,PolBt,Va.,M.,tU.tSti. 
Andr.wB,  Manual,  dlad  la  Marina  IloapiUI,  Cl.alaaa,  Bapt.  II,  1MI. 
Atlla,  Kllaha  M.  (auota  of  Uoaton),  alaamar  «  Uaaton  ,"  klllad  at  Port 

Doatlaoa  Pab.  14,  180.' 
BI,.IIorathi  T,  steaoar  "  St.  Louli;"  dlad  ol  wonnda  Oct.  17,  IBM. 
Doaklm,  Bmaanal,  atawanl ;  klllad  Aag.  6, 1844. 
Cora  all,  John  M  ,  ataamtr  "  Moaud  Ctt,     (Bad  March  18,  ltt4. 
Cotaa,  Edward  M,  ulrd  of  wouadt  Jul,  14,  ItOS. 
Paadridga,  Audraw,  co<«  ;  dlad  i>r  dlmia  March  II,  1W1. 
PraucU,  laaar,  Jr.,  acting  ahalgn,  achounar  "Matlhaw  Vaaaari"  died 

Ma,  II,  IMS. 
Prataa,  Al.luM,  klllad  Jaaa  1,  IMS. 

B,  klllrf  U  Br.»kl,n  M.t,.Y.rd  Jut,.  SO,  H82. 
Datld  8,  dlad  of  diaaaaa  Pab.  14.  IMS. 
Ooald,  John,  ataamar  -  Hsrald klllad  OcL  tt,  18*3. 
Hand,,  Joahua  J.,  Maaanar  "  Aagustai"  dlad  IMS. 
Hanrlnglon,  Jrraailah,  attauMf  "HattUr;"  dleil  of  guaabot-wuuadB 
March  18,  IMS. 

Howfa,  Alplianao  8,  gauboat "  Bagamora dlad  ef  diaaaaa  Sapt.  tt,  lino, 

at  Marina  Huaptul,  Baltluwta. 
Hullahan,  Tlnmo  (quota  of  Utslaaa),  dlad  of  dUaaaa  al  N.w  Oriraaa 

Jul,  14,  IMS. 

Janaa,.  Jan...  T,  .tauntr  -  Twilight dlad  of  dlatnm  March  SO,  188.1, 
at  Baanfort.  B.C.;  grata  In  Want  Caawtar, . 

Ksll  ,  |  KM  ^^'»  aWtillJ  OUUlaTa**B  II1M  I  "  ,  •!  ''U  111''  1       StaltttllJfO  tlaT       .1  !■  ii  , 

lot!  ovtrhoard  Id  tWpa.ka  Ba,  M.r.l.  S3,  1808. 
Lou  la,  John,  died  Juaa  IS,  IMS. 
Luclua,  Jaau,  died  at  Brooklyn  Ma,  1*.  llttt. 
McOart,,  John,  dl«l  of  diaeaeu  Dec  I,  I  Ball. 

Milan,  Mlchaal.  (rlgatB"Oo«graBBi"  klllad  la  Ilamptua  Boads  March  17, 
IMS. 

Mllilbi-a,  CbaiUa  B,  flrat^ibuw  ho,,  klllad  la  MoUla  Ba,  Aag.  'A,  1804. 
Mullen,,  Philip,  dlad  Iroau  caiu.lt,  Juu.  Sti,  18»4. 
Nagaal,  Bolwrt  N,  dlad  at  Cbarlasloa.B.  C,  Dac.  t,  IMS. 
tCNall,  Oornullua,  lual  la  etaaaiar  ••ClnclnaaU"  March  S7,  leUl. 
Ottlwall,  Nathaniel  D ,  acllug  maatar'a  mala,  ataaniar  " Camhrldga  f 


Paratll.  Janet  B.  ataamar  ••  Bomao died  Aug  IS.  IM1.  en  board  boa 

pitaUhlp  "  Bad  Bot at." 
Pelrca,  Juhu  A ,  pcrielixd  un  hoard  tha  "  Cumberland"  In  Hampton 

Ruada,  March  8,  ltdi;  gratt  In  Bnral  Oamelar,. 
Phillljai,  Kdaaid,  died  lu  MarlitB  KusplUl,  Clialaea,  Dec.  1*,  1M1. 
Bogera,  Baulieu  0,  dlad  or  dlaaaae  SapL  So,  1804. 
Scott,  John,  died  ut  diaaaaa  Not.  al,  1801. 
Sundlali,  WIIIL.ua  L> ,  eteaaiar  »  Motaor, "  dlad  Oct.  1,  IBM. 
Tabar,  Daniel  O,  bluwn  U|>  In  the  -  Tecuiua.li,"  la  Muldla  Ba,,  Aug.  S, 

14«>4. 

Taber.  Joha  O,  Sral-claM  bo,  ahlp  -  Ohio ;"  died  of  diaaaaa  Ma,  8,  1884  ; 

grata  In  Burnt  Oentoitr,. 
Thom^n,  Willlaui,  died  Ma,  27,  1803, 

Warren,  Alrern  b,  alaawer  -  Santiago  da  Ouba;"  died  of  wouada  al 

Nurfolk,  Va,  Juoa  18,  laOS. 
Weat,  William  A,  dlad  April  16,  1803. 

Wordall,  Gardner  U  ,  aleainar  "  Soutl.l.ld drowned  April  l»,  1804. 

Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument.— The  monu- 
ment erect**!  by  the  eity  of  New  Bedford  in  memory 
of  her  citizens  who  peridhed  in  the  Rebellion  occupies 
a  prominent  situation  upon  the  common. 

It  is  a  beautiful  and  appropriate  structure.  Of  the 
many  erections  of  this  character  that  the  gratitude  of 
the  living  has  raised  to  commemorate  the  patriotism 
of  the  dead,  few  cau  be  found  mora  tasteful  and  ap- 
propriate in  design  or  more  perfect  in  execution. 

The  monument  was  designed  and  contracted  for  by 
George  V.  Meacliam,  of  Uoaton. 


NKW  BEDFORD. 


I*} 


The  inscriptions  upon  the  base  are  as  follows  : 


«d». 


hy  lh«  City  of  How  Bedford,  u  ft  tribute  of  frmtftad*  to  her 
•dm  who  Ml  defending  thrir  Caantry  In  Ite  •tragfte  with 
ftftd  TrMfton." 

"Army." 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

JOHN  AVKRY  PARKKR. 

John  Avery  Pnrkcr  was  born  in  the  town  of  Plymp- 
ton,  Plymouth  Co.,  Maw.,  Sept.  25,  1769,  and  died  at 
hi*  residence  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Dec.  80,  1858. 
He  was  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation 
from  William  Parker,  who  came  from  England  and 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Scituate,  Mass.  In 
September,  1640,  a  grant  was  obtained  for  the  settle- 
ment of  Mattakeese,  Mass.,  and  in  October  of  that 
year  William  Parker,  in  company  with  many  others 
from  Scituate,  nettled  there.  He  finally  located  nt 
Fnlmouth,  Mm*.,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Humphrey 
Turner,  Nov.  13, 1651,  and  left  several  sons,  of  whom 
Robert  Parker  was  one,  and  one  or  more  daughters. 

Robert  Parker  married  Patience  Cobb  in  1667,  and 
had  children,  vix.:  (1)  Thomas,  born  Aug.  24,  1669; 
Daniel,  bom  April  18,  1670;  Joseph,  born  1671  (see 
biography  of  Ward  M.  Parker,  of  New  Bedford); 
Benjamin,  born  March  15,  1673-74;  Hannah,  born 
1676;  Elisha,  April,  1680;  and  Alice,  Sept.  15,  1681. 

Daniel  Parker,  of  Barnstable,  married  Mary  Lom- 
bard, Dec.  11,  1689.  Their  children  were  Daniel, 
Nehemiah,  Samuel,  Jonathan,  David,  Temperance, 
Rebecca,  and  Mary.  Daniel  Parker  was  a  prominent 
man  in  Barnstable,  and  was  known  as  Judge  Parker. 
He  died  Dec.  23,  1728. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Parker,  fourth  son  of  Judge  Daniel 
Parker,  was  born  in  Barnstable  in  1706,  and  died  at 
Plympton,  April  24,  1776.  He  was  graduated  from 
Cambridge  College,  and  was  ordained  in  the  ministry 
Dec.  22,  1781.  He  continued  to  preach  with  great 
acceptance  until  his  death. 

He  was  the  second  minister  at  Plympton,  Ma«s.,  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  was  particu- 
larly gifted  in  prayer.  He  married  Ruth,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  John  Avery,  of  Truro,  Mass.,  in  1732-33. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Parker  died  in  Plympton,  May  17,  1745, 
aged  thirty  years.  Of  this  union  were  born  Ruth, 
Jonathan,  John  Avery,  Elixabelh,  and  Avery. 

Rev.  Jon  ilium  Parker  married  for  his  second  wife 
Lydia,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bartlctt,  of  Plymouth. 
She  was  born  Dec.  30,  1722.  Their  children  were 
Daniel,  Lydia,  Joseph,  Betty,  Molly,  Thaddeus,  Jer- 


usba,  and  Harmony.  Mrs.  Lydia  Parker  died  Aug. 
31, 1796. 

Jonathan  Parker,  Jr.,  son  of  Rev.  Jonathan  and 
Ruth  Parker,  was  born  in  Plympton,  Mass.,  Aug.  16> 
1786.  Married,  Dec  5,  1766,  Abigail,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Pollycarpus  and  Mary  Loring.  She  was  born 
Feb.  16,  1742-43.  Their  children  were  Oliver,  Polly- 
carpus,  John  Avery  (the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch),  Ruth,  Jonathan,  Jacob,  and  Abigail.  Mr. 
Parker,  while  playing  with  his  brother  Avery,  had  a 
knife  accidentally  thrust  into  one  of  his  eyes  when 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  in  due  time  lost  the  use  of 
his  other  eye  and  was  totally  blind  for  many  years 


He  continued  a  resident  of  Plympton,  Mass.,  where 
he  died  Sept.  1,  1822.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
church  at  Plympton,  and  was  universally  respected. 
His  wife,  Abigail,  died  at  Plympton,  March  23,  1840, 
in  the  ninety-eighth  year  of  her  age.  At  the  time  of 
her  death  she  was  the  oldest  person  in  Plympton,  and 
next  to  the  oldest  that  ever  lived  there,  Mr*.  Abigail 
Bryant  being  older. 

John  Avery  Parker*  (Jonathan,  Jr.',  Jonathan', 
Daniel',  Robert',  William1)  had  very  limited  advan- 
tages  for  an  education,  but  what  he  had  he  improved, 
and  by  reading  and  reflection  was  well  informed  in 
the  current  events  of  his  day.  At  an  early  age  he 
showed  signs  of  financial  ability,  and  manifested  a 
strong  desire  to  engage  in  some  active  business,  hence 
began  merchandising.  In  1795  he  formed  a  copart- 
nership with  Lemuel  Milkc,  of  Westport,  Mass.,  who 
was  engaged  in  building  vessels  for  the  merchant 
service.  The  firm  was  known  as  Milke  &  Parker. 
About  1803  they  dissolved  partnership,  when  Mr. 
Parker  moved  to  New  Bedford,  and  located  on  Middle 
or  Bridge  Streets,  at  the  head  of  North  Water,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  he  built  his  own  resi- 
dence, which  was  in  1841  refitted  and  enlarged  for  a 
hotel,  and  has  since  been  known  as  the  Parker 
House.  In  1834  he  built  his  palatial  residence  on 
County  Street,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
lire.  While  living  in  New  Bedford  Mr.  Parker  con- 
tinued to  build  merchant  vessels  at  Hick's  Bridge, 
some  three  or  four  miles  from  Westport,  under  the 
supervision  of  his  brother-in-law,  Levi  Standish. 
Among  the  vessels  built  there  were  the  "  Phrenix," 
"  W.  L.  Packet,"  and  "  Victory."  At  and  near  New 
Bedford  he  built  the  "  Young  Phcenix,"  for  his  son- 
in-law,  Joseph  Dunbar;  the  "Averick,"  "Parker," 
"Lalla  Rookh,"  "Alexander  Barclay,"  "Averick 
Heineken,"  and  many  others.  These  ships  were  used 
in  the  merchant  service  until  they  were  fitted  for  the 
whaling  business.  About  1823  he  purchased  a  half 
interest,  with  Messrs.  8eth  and  Charles  Russell,  in  the 
property  now  known  as  Parker's  wharf,  and  subse- 
quently bought  their  interest.  In  1833  he  built  his 
brick  block,  now  known  as  Parker's  block.  During 
the  war  of  1812-15  he  organized  a  company  for  the 
of  New  Bedford,  aud  was  its  captain. 
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The  Merchant*'  Bank,  now  the  Merc  hunt*'  National 
Bank,  waa  established  in  1826,  and  he  waa  ita  first 
preaident,  which  poaition  he  held  until  hia  death. 
Ho  owned  and  personally  superintended  a  cotton- 
mill  in  his  native  town  (Plympton),  beside  having 
an  interest  in  other  cotton-mills  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mr.  Parker  was  president  and  owner  of  the  Lionet 
Iron  Mills  at  Wareham,  Mass.,  which  were  subae- 
quently  known  as  the  "  Parker  Mills." 

In  politics  he  waa  a  Whig,  and  as  such  represented 
his  senatorial  district  in  the  Legislature  in  1826-27, 
and  was  instrumental  in  getting  the  county  divided, 
and  having  a  court-house  and  jail  located  here.  He 
was  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  North  Congregational 
Church  of  New  Bedford. 

From  the  pen  of  another  we  quote  the  following, 
with  a  few  changes :  Mr.  Parker  accumulated  a  large 
fortune,  which  waa  variously  invested,  as  there  waa 
hardly  any  branch  of  commerce  or  of  manufacture  in 
which  he  waa  not  interested.  At  a  shrewd  and  ener- 
getic business  man,  Mr.  Parker  had  few  equals,  and 
was  among  the  first  merchants  in  New  Bedford  to  set 
the  wise  example  of  engaging  in  other  enterprises 
than  the  principal  one  of  this  city  at  that  time.  The 
large  operations  in  which  he  engaged  required  excel- 
lent judgment  and  foresight,  and  that  he  possessed 
those  qualities  in  no  slight  degree  is  proved  by  the 
almost  uniform  success  which  attended  his  transac- 

At  the  time  of  hia  death  he  was  president  of  the 
Merchants'  Bank  in  this  city,  having  served  gratui- 
tously from  the  commencement  of  the  corporation,  a 
period  of  twenty-eight  years. 

Poasesaed  of  such  ample  means,  it  waa  in  the  power 
of  Mr.  Parker  very  often  to  assist  those  who  were 
just  starting  in  business,  or  who  had  met  with  disap- 
pointment in  their  affairs.  We  believe  it  is  within 
the  personal  knowledge  of  many  that  this  assistance 
was  often  and  cheerfully  rendered,  and  that  too,  some- 
times, when  the  relief  thus  extended  waa  not,  per- 
haps, strictly  within  the  limit*  of  an  over-cautious 
prudence. 

Mr.  Parker  was  one  of  the  earliest  supporters  of 
common  schools,  and,  though  under  tho  district  sys- 
tem be  was  heavily  taxed  for  their  support,  he 
always  met  the  obligation  thus  imposed  upon  him 
with  cheerfulness.  Mr.  Parker  was  one  of  the  must 
prominent  representatives  of  our  wealth,  and  most 
intimately  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  tho  city. 

Samuel  Rodman,  Isaac  and  Gideon  Howland,  Wil- 
liam Rotch,  Jr.,  Oeorge  Howland,  and  John  Avery 
Parker  will  long  be  remembered  as  men  whose  energy, 
enterprise,  and  success  rendered  them  conspicuous  in 
the  commercial  affairs  of  New  Bedford,  and  whose 
industry  and  skill  accumulated  fortunes  of  no  ordi- 
nary magnitude. 

John  Avery  Parker  married  Averick,  daughter  of 
Shadrach  and  Mary  Standish,  of  Plympton,  Feb.  28, 
1788.   She  was  born  May  2,  1772,  and  died  May  11, 


1847.  Their  children  were  (1)  Ruth,  who  married 
William  H.  Allen,  of  New  Bedford.  She  died  Feb- 
ruary, 18S7,  and  left  children.  (2)  Avery,  lost  at  sea 
January,  1816,  left  no  children.  (3)  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Francis  Howland,  of  New  Bedford.  8he  died 
Aug.  18,  I860,  and  left  children.  (4)  Sarah,  who 
married  Capt.  Joseph  Dunbar.  She  died  Juu.  12, 
1847,  and  left  children.  (8)  Jonathan,  died  July  18, 
1806,  in  his  fourth  year.  (6)  Betsey,  married  Timothy 
O.  Coffin,  died  Nov.  24,  1868,  and  left  children. 
(7)  Frederick,  married  Abbie  Coggeahall.  He  was 
accidentally  poisoned,  and  died  from  its  effects  Oct. 
21, 1861,  aged  fifty-five  years.  (8)  Averick  SUndish, 
married  Christian  A.  Heineken,  and  now  resides  iu 
Bremen,  Germany,  and  has  children.  (9)  Jane  Stan- 
dish,  married,  first,  Harrison  G.  O.  Colby  (deceased), 
by  whom  she  bad  children.  She  married,  second, 
Rev.  Thomas  U,  Lambert,  and  had  one  son.  (10)  Ann 
Avery,  married,  first,  Thomas  C.  Lothrop  (deceased), 
by  whom  ahe  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living.  8he  married,  second,  William  F.  Dow,  by 
whom  she  had  one  daughter  (deceased).  (11)  John, 
who  died  Jan.  18,  1886.  There  were  two  other  chil- 
dren who  died  young. 

Mrs.  John  Avery  Parker  waa  a  direct  descendant 
from  the  historic  and  ever  to  be  remembered  Miles 
Standish,  who  was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  in 
1684.  He  was  of  a  family  of  note,  amung  which  were 
a  number  of  knights  and  bishops,  and,  it  is  said,  was 
an  heir  to  a  large  estate,  which  be  himself  says  "was 
surreptitiously  detained  from  him."  He  served  in 
the  Low  Countries  as  au  officer  in  the  armies  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  when  commanded  by  her  favorite,  the  Karl 
of  Leicester.  What  induced  him  to  connect  himself 
with  the  Pilgrims  does  not  appear.  He  took  up  his 
residence  among  them  at  Leyden,  but  never  joined 
their  church. 

He  arrived  in  the  "  Mayflower,"  and  lost  his  wife 
soon  after;  he,  however,  married  again  in  1621.  He 
was  elected  tho  first  military  commander  of  the 
colony.  He  went  out  as  agent  of  the  colony  (1626) 
to  England,  and  resided  in  London  at  tho  very  period 
when  the  pride  of  the  Queen  of  Cities  waa  laid  iu  the 
dust  and  naught  was  heard  in  the  streets  but  wailing 
and  lamentation,— it  was  at  the  time  of  the  lost  and 
most  deadly  plague,  lieiug  au  accurate  surveyor,  he 
waa  generally  on  the  committees  for  laying  out  new 
towns.  He  was  always  the  military  commander,  and 
alwuys  of  the  council  of  war,  generally  au  assistant, 
sometimes  first  assistant  or  Deputy  Governor  and 
treasurer. 

Standish  was  a  man  of  small  stature,  of  a  fiery  anil 
quick  temper,  and  never  did  a  human  form  inclose  a 
more  intrepid  spirit.  Dangers  from  which  all  other 
men  would  have  shrunk  were  with  him  only  au  in- 
centive to  enterprise.  He  asked  only  eight  men  to 
subdue  all  the  Indiuus  of  Massachusetts.  Alone  he 
took  from  the  trembling  hand  of  tho  profligate  and 
turbulent  Morton  his  loaded  musket,  aud  compelled 
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him  to  yield  when  he  «a>  surrounded  by  hii  whole 
company,  and  had  boosted  thnt  he  never  would  be 
taken  alive,  lie  did  not  stand  wide  to  coinninnd 
other*  to  do  the  work  of  death,  but  engaged  in  deadly 
conflicts,  the  fate  of  which  rested  upon  the  powers  of 
the  contending  individuals. 

SUndish  waa  the  father  and  founder  of  Duxbury, 
which  he  named  from  the  seat  of  his  family  in  Lan- 
cashire, which,  as  late  as  1707,  was  the  residence  of 
Sir  Thomas  Standish. 

HON.  HBNRY  HOWLAND  CRAPO. 

Prominent  among  the  sons  of  this  old  common- 
wealth who  without  inherited  aid  have  risen  from 
the  humble  ranks  of  life  to  distinguished  positions 
stands  Henry  Howland  Crapo,  Governor  of  Michigan 
from  1865  to  1869.  He  waa  born  in  Dartmouth, 
Ma-is.,  May  24,  1804,  and  waa  the  eldest  son  of  Jesse 
and  riio-be  (Howland)  Crapo.  His  father  was  of 
French  descent,  and  was  very  poor,  sustaining  his 
family  by  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  which  yielded 
nothing  beyond  a  mere  livelihood.  His  early  life 
waa  consequently  one  of  toil,  and  devoid  of  advan- 
tages for  intellectual  culture,  but  his  desire  for  an 
education  seemed  to  know  no  bounds.  The  inceaaant 
toil  for  a  mere  subsistence  upon  a  comparatively 
sterile  farm  had  no  charms  for  him,  and  longing  for 
greater  usefulness  and  better  things,  ho  looked  for 
them  in  an  education.  His  struggles  to  secure  this 
end  necessitated  sacrifices  and  hardships  that  would 
have  discouraged  any  but  the  most  courageous  and 
persevering.  Ho  became  an  ardent  studeut  and 
worker  from  boyhood,  though  the  means  of  carrying 
on  his  studies  was  exceedingly  limited. 

He  sorely  felt  the  need  of  a  dictionary,  and  neither 
having  money  wherewith  to  purchase  it  nor  being 
able  to  procure  one  in  his  neighborhood,  he  set  to 
work  to  compile  one  for  himself.  In  order  to  acquire 
a  knowledge  of  the  English  language  ho  copied  into 
a  book  every  word  whose  meaning  he  did  not  com- 
prehend, and  upon  meeting  the  aame  word  again  in 
the  newspapers  and  books  which  came  into  his  hands 
would  study  out  its  meaning  from  the  context,  and 
then  record  the  definition.  When  unable  otherwise 
to  obtain  the  signification  for  a  word  in  which  he  had 
become  interested,  he  would  walk  from  Dartmouth  to 
New  Bedford  for  that  purpose  alone,  and  after  referring 
to  the  books  at  the  library  and  aatiafying  thoroughly 
1  as  to  its  definition,  would  walk  back,  a  distance  of 
about  seven  miles,  the  same  night.  This  was  no 
unusual  occurrence. 

Under  such  difficulties,  and  in  this  manner,  he  com- 
piled quite  an  extensive  dictionary  in  manuscript. 
Ever  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  be  obtained  a  book 
upon  surveying,  and  applying  himself  diligently  to  its 
study,  became  familiar  with  the  theory  of  this  art, 
which  he  soon  had  an  opportunity  to  practice.  The 
services  of  a  land  surveyor  were  wanted,  and  he  was 
9 


called  upon,  but  had  no  compass  and  no  money  to 
purchase  one.  A  compass,  however,  he  must  and 
would  have,  and  going  to  a  blacksmith's  shop  near 
at  hand,  upon  the  forge,  with  such  tools  as  he  could  ' 
find  there,  while  the  smith  was  at  dinner,  he  con- 
structed the  compass  and  commenced  as  a  surveyor. 
Still  continuing  his  studies,  he  fitted  himself  for  teach- 
ing, and  took  charge  of  the  village  school  at  Dart- 
mouth. When,  in  the  course  of  time,  and  under  the 
pressure  of  law,  a  High  School  was  to  be  opened,  ho 
passed  a  successful  examination  for  its  principalship 
and  received  the  appointment.  To  do  thia  was  no 
small  task;  the  law  required  a  rigid  examination  in 
various  subjects,  which  necessitated  days  and  nighte 
of  study. 

One  evening,  after  concluding  his  day's  labor  of 
teaching,  he  traveled  on  foot  to  New  Bedford,  some 
seven  or  eight  miles,  called  upon  the  preceptor  of  the 
Friends'  Academy,  and  passed  a  severe  examination. 
Receiving  a  certificate  that  he  waa  well  qualified,  he 
walked  back  to  hia  home  the  same  night,  highly  elated 
at  being  poaseased  of  the  acquircmenta  and  require- 
ments of  a  master  of  the  High  School.  In  1882,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight,  he  left  hia  native  town  to 
reaide  in  New  Bedford,  where  he  waa  a  land  surveyor, 
and  sometimes  acted  as  an  auctioueer.  Soon  after  hia 
removal  he  waa  elected  town  clerk,  treasurer,  and 
collector  of  taxes  of  New  Bedford,  which  positions 
he  held  about  fifteen  years,  and  until  the  form  of  the 
municipal  government  waa  changed,  when  under  the 
|  new  form  he  was  elected  treasurer  and  collector  of 
taxes,  which  he  held  for  two  yearn.  He  was  also 
police  justice  many  years.  He  was  elected  alderman, 
was  chairman  of  the  Council  Committee  on  Education, 
and  as  such  prepared  the  report  on  which  was  based 
tbe  order  for  the  establishment  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  New  Bedford.  On  ila  organization  he  was 
chosen  a  member  of  its  first  board  of  trustees.  This 
was  the  first  free  public  library  in  Massachusetts,  if 
not  in  the  world ;  the  Boston  Public  Library  being, 
however,  soon  after  established.  While  a  reaident  of 
this  city  he  was  much  interested  in  horticulture,  and 
to  obtain  the  land  necessary  for  carrying  out  bis  ideas 
he  drained  and  reclaimed  several  acres  of  rocky  and 
swampy  land  adjoining  his  garden.  Having  properly 
prepared  the  soil,  he  started  a  nursery,  which  he  filled 
with  almost  every  description  of  fruit  and  ornamental 
trees,  shrubs,  flowers,  etc  He  waa  very  succeaaful  in 
their  propagation  and  growth,  and  took  much  pride 
in  the  result  of  his  experiment  At  horticultural 
faira  in  Boston  and  elsewhere  he  exhibited  from  hia 
grounds  one  hundred  and  fifty  varieties  of  pears  of  his 
own  propagation,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  varie- 
ties of  rosea. 

In  thia,  aa  in  everything  he  undertook,  he  alwaya 
worked  intelligently  and  for  the  beat  results,  seeking 
the  best  methods  and  looking  for  information  to  the 
highest  authorities.  The  interest  he  took  In  tbe  sub- 
ject brought  him  into  communication  with  the  most 
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eminent  horticulturist*  in  the  country,  end  the  desire 
to  impart  as  well  as  to  acquire  knowledge  soon  led 
him  to  become  a  regular  contributor  to  the  iv"«u»  Eng- 
land Iforticutiurai  Journal,  a  position  he  filled  as  long 
as  he  lived  in  Massachusetts.  After  his  removal  to 
Michigan  his  lore  for  horticulture  and  agriculture 
was  still  further  stimulated.  He  had  an  especial 
fondness  for  landscape  and  ornamental  gardening, 
and  possessed  a  farm  of  eleven  hundred  acres,  most 
of  which  he  redeemed  from  swamps  by  a  system  of 
drainage  which  he  planned,  and  which  developed  into 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  State.  Ho  became  lure 
a  breeder  and  importer  of  fine  breeds  of  cattle  and 
sheep,  and  was  elected  in  1863  president  of  the  Gen- 
esee County  Agricultural  Society.  During  his  last 
years  he  waa  a  regular  contributor  on  agricultural 
topica  to  the  Country  Qentleman.  As  an  indication  of 
the  wide  reputation  he  enjoyed  in  horticulture,  it 
may  be  said  that  after  his  death  an  afTecting  eulogy 
of  him  was  pronounced  by  the  preeideut  of  the  Na- 
tional Horticultural  Society  at  its  meeting  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1869. 

During  his  residence  in  New  Bedford,  Mr.  Crapo 
waa  also  engaged  in  the  whaling  business,  then  the 
great  specialty  of  local  enterprise.  A  flue  bark, 
built  at  Dartmouth,  of  which  he  was  part  owner,  was 
named  the  "  H.  H.  Crapo,"  in  compliment  to  him. 
He  also  took  ao  active  interest  in  the  State  militia, 
and  for  several  years  held  a  commission  as  colonel  of 
one  of  the  regiments.  In  speaking  of  the  intimate 
relations  of  Mr.  Crapo  with  the  interest*  of  New  Bed- 
ford, the  Standard  says,— 

"  No  man  connected  with  our  municipal  concerns 
ever  had  to  a  greater  extent  than  Mr.  Crapo  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people.  He  waa  exact  and  methodical 
in  all  matters  of  record ;  conscientious  and  labori- 
ously persistent  in  the  discbarge  of  every  duty ;  clear 
in  his  methods  and  statement*  in  all  that  appertained 
to  his  official  transactions.  He  left,  at  the  end  of  bis 
long  period  of  service,  all  that  belonged  to  his  depart- 
ment as  a  financial  or  recording  officer  so  lucid  and 
complete  that  no  error  has  ever  been  detected  or  any 
improvement  made  upou  his  plans." 

He  was  presideut  of  the  Bristol  County  Mutual  In- 
surance slid  secretary  of  the  Bedford  Commercial  In- 
surance Companies  of  New  Bedford,  and  while  an 
officer  of  the  municipal  government  he  compiled  and 
published,  between  the  years  of  1836  and  1845,  five 
numbers  of  the  New  Bedford  Directory, :  he  first  work 
of  the  kiud  ever  issued  there.  Mr.  Crapo  removed  to 
Michigan  in  1856,  having  been  induced  to  do  so  by  in- 
vestments, made  principally  in  pine  lands,  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  the  city  of  Flint.  Ho  engaged  largely 
in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  and  became  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  successful  business  men  of  the  State. 
He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  constructing  the  Flint 
and  Holly  Railroad,  and  was  president  of  it*  corpora- 
tion until  its  consolidation  with  the  Flint  and  Pcre 
Marquette  Railroad  Company.    He  showed  a  lively 


interest  in  the  municipal  affairs  of  Flint,  gave  his 
hearty  support  to  the  cause  of  popular  education, 
and  was  elected  mayor  after  residing  in  Flint  only 
five  or  six  years. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  life  Mr.  Crapo  affiliated 
with  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  but  become  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party  on  its  organixation. 

In  1862  he  was  elected  State  senator  to  represent 
Genesee  County,  and  took  rank  with  the  leading  men 
of  the  Michigan  Senate.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Banks  and  Incorporations,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Bounties  to  Soldiers.  He  at 
once  became  conspicuous  aa  a  legislator,  his  pre- 
viously acquired  experience  and  knowledge  of  State 
and  municipal  affairs  admirably  fitting  him  fur  legis- 
lative duties.  In  1864  he  received  the  Republican 
nomination  for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  waa  elected 
by  a  large  majority.  He  was  re-elected  in  1866,  holding 
the  office  two  terms,  retiring  in  January,  1869.  During 
the  four  years  of  this  office  he  served  the  State  with 
unflagging  ical,  energy,  and  industry.  The  features 
which  especially  charactcrixed  his  administration 
were  his  vetoing  of  railway  aid  legislation  and  his 
firm  refusal  to  pardon  convicts  imprisoned  in  the 
penitentiary  unless  given  the  clearest  proof  of  their 
innocence  or  of  extreme  sentence.  Subsequent  events 
and  experience  have  proven  conclusively  that  his 
action  in  vetoing  railway  aid  bills  was  of  great  ben- 
efit to  the  State  financially,  and  his  judgment  in  the 
matter  has  been  geuerally  approved.  While  serving 
his  last  term  as  Governor  he  waa  attacked  by  the  dis- 
ease which  terminated  his  life  within  one  year. 
During  much  of  this  time  he  was  an  intense  sufferer, 
yet  often  while  in  great  pain  gave  his  attention  to 
public  matters.  He  died  July  23,  1869.  The  Detroit 
IHtMM  closes  an  obituary  notice  with  this  tribute  to 
his  worth,— 

"  In  all  the  public  positions  he  held  Governor  Crapo 
showed  himself  a  capable,  discreet,  vigilant,  and  in- 
dustrious officer.  Hu  evinced  wonderful  vigor  in 
mastering  details,  and  always  wrote  and  spoke  intel- 
ligently on  any  subject  to  which  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion. Michigan  never  before  had  a  Governor  who 
devoted  so  much  personal  attention  uml  painstaking 
labor  to  her  public  duties  as  he  did.  His  industry 
was  literally  amazing.  He  was  not  a  mail  of  brilliant 
or  showy  qualities,  but  he  possessed  sharp  and  re- 
markably wull  developed  business  talents,  a  clear  mid 
practical  understanding,  sound  judgment,  and  unfail- 
ing integrity.  In  all  the  walks  of  life  there  was  not 
a  purer  man  in  the  State.  So  faithful,  so  laborious, 
so  unselfish,  so  conscientious  ■  man  in  official  life  is  a 
blessing  beyond  computation  in  the  healthful  influ- 
ence which  he  exerts  in  the  midst  of  the  too  preva- 
lent corruptions  that  so  lamentably  abound  in  the 
public  service.  We  have  often  thought  that,  in  his 
plainness,  his  honesty,  his  fidelity  to  duty.und  in  his 
broud  atid  sterling  good  sense,  Governor  Crupo  closely 
resembled  the  lamented  Lincoln.   He  was  a  man  of 
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the  people,  and  most  worthily  represented  them.  Hi» 
decease  in  mi  occasion  for  public  mourning.  The 
Sintc  ha*  very  few  men  like  him,  and  enn  ill  nlTord  to 
spnre  such  an  eminently  useful  citizen.  His  death 
will  lie  profoundly  deplored  throughout  our  common- 
wealth, and  a  general  sympathy  will  be  sincerely  ex- 
tended to  the  bereaved  family." 

Mr.  Crapo  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  (some- 
times called  the  Disciples')  Church,  and  took  great 
interest  in  its  welfare  and  prosperity.  He  married 
June  9,  1825,  Mary  Ann  Slocum,  of  Dartmouth. 
This  was  soon  after  he  had  attained  his  majority,  and 
before  his  struggles  for  fortune  had  been  rewarded  by 
any  great  measure  of  success.  His  wife  was  a  woman 
of  great  strctigth  of  character,  and  possessed  courage, 
ho|iefulne**,  and  devotion,  qualities  which  sustained 
and  encouraged  her  husband  in  the  various  pursuits 
of  his  early  manhood.  For  several  years  after  his 
marriage  he  was  engaged  in  teaching,  his  wifo  living 
with  her  parents  at  the  time,  at  whose  house  their 
two  older  children  were  born.  While  thus  situated  he 
was  accustomed  to  walk  home  on  Saturdays  to  see 
his  family,  returning  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  school  Monday  morning.  As  the  walk  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time  was  twenty  miles  each  way,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  at  this  period  of  his  life  no  common  obsta- 
cles deterred  him  from  the  performance  of  what  he 
regarded  as  a  duty.  Hia  wife  was  none  the  less  con- 
scientious in  her  sphere,  and  with  added  responsibili- 
ties and  increasing  requirements,  she  labored  faith- 
fully in  the  performance  of  all  her  duties.  They  had 
ten  children,  one  son  and  nine  daughters. 

CAPT.  CIIARI.B8  I..  WOOD. 

tV.pt.  Charlea  L.  Wood,  of  New  Bedford,  was  born 
In  Dartmouth,  March  17,  1818.  Ho  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  town  and  at  (he  academy 
in  8andwich.  At  an  early  age  he  went  to  sea,  making 
his  first  voyage  to  New  Orleans  In  a  merchant-ship 
commanded  by  Capt.  James  Ryder.  He  then  went 
as  hoat-stecrer  in  the  whale-ship  "  Braganxa,"  of  which 
his  father,  Capt.  Daniel  Wood,  was  master.  Hia  next 
voynpc  he  took  as  mate  with  his  brother,  Capt.  James 
R.  Wood,  master,  in  a  whale-ship  sailing  from  St. 
John,  New  Brunswick.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he 
took  command  of  ship  "  Elisabeth,"  of  Dartmouth,  a 
whaler,  the  youngest  member  of  the  crew,  and  upon 
his  return  in  1842  abandoned  the  sea,  formed  a  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  under  the  style  of  J.  B.  Wood 
k  Co.,  and  became  largely  interested  as  an  owner  and 
agent  of  whale-ships.  For  more  than  thirty  years 
they  continued  in  active  business,  and  no  firm  ever 
stood  higher  in  the  confidence  of  the  business  com- 
munity, or  gave  more  unvarying  and  entire  satisfac- 
tion to  their  co-owners,  and  few  were  more  uniformly 
successful.    He  died  in  New  Bedford,  July  13,  1881. 

For  many  years  Capt,  Wood  was  a  director  In  the 
insurance  ofilces  of  the  city,  in  the  Bank  of  Com- 


merce, and  in  the  Wamsatu  Mills,  one  of  the  Board 
of  Investment  of  the  New  Bedford  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings, and  for  three  terms  was  a  director  on  the  part  of 
the  State  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad.  In  all 
these  positions  he  rendered  efficient  and  valuable 
service. 

He  was  possessed  of  practical  good  sense,  of  cool, 
deliberate,  and  rarely  erring  judgment,  and  while 
cautious  and  prudent,  was  tenacious  of  a  purpose 
thoughtfully  formed.  He  was  a  wise  and  safe  coun- 
selor, and  many  men  greatly  his  seniors  were  glad 
to  avail  themselves  of  his  judicious  advice.  That  he 
filled  no  political  positions  was  not  due  to  any  lack 
or  the  public's  appreciation  of  his  worth  or  of  desire 
to  honor  him,  but  to  his  own  modest  estimate  of  his 
abilities  and  bis  utter  aversion  to  anything  like  dis- 
play. No  man  was  more  respected  and  beloved,  for 
he  was  one  of  nature's  noblemen, — a  man  of  large  and 
tender  heart,  quick  to  sympathize,  and  as  quick  to  aid. 
Frank,  sincere,  and  true,  he  had  troops  of  attached 
friends,  and  not  a  single  enemy. 


THOMAS  MANDBLL." 

Mr.  Thomas  Mandell  died  at  his  residence  in  this 
city,  at  three  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  after  a  com- 
paratively brief  illness.   He  was  born  in  Fairhaven, 
then  a  part  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  Aug.  9, 
1792;  was  for  a  time  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  the  Head  of 
the  River,  and  before  reaching  his  majority  com- 
menced business  here  as  partner  with  the  late  Caleb 
Congdon.  Soon  after  he  took  the  entire  management 
of  a  mechanics'  store,  developing  there  the  business 
traits  which  attracted  the  notice  of  the  firm  of  Isaac 
Howland,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  and  induced  them  to  offer  him 
nn  interest  in  their  house.    He  became  a  member  of 
that  firm  in  1819,  and  it  is  exact  justice  to  say  that  to 
him  more  than  to  any  other  partner  is  due  the  high 
credit  which  the  house  for  half  a  century  maintained, 
and  the  colossal  fortunes  it  built  up.  The  late  Edward 
Mott  Robinson  entered  the  firm  about  1838,  which 
soon  after  consisted  of  that  gentleman,  Mr.  Mandell, 
and  the  late  Sylvia  Ann  Howland.  The  new  partner 
!  brought  to  the  firm  an  eagerness  and  boldness  in  en- 
:  terprise  which  greatly  extended  its  operations,  but 
!  which  never  disregarded  the  sound  judgment  of  Mr. 
\  Mandell ;  and  the  two,  although  widely  differing  in 
I  almost  everything  else,  perfectly  agreed  in  their  no- 
I  lion*  of  mercantile  integrity,  and  each  entertained 
*  the  highest  regard  for  the  honor  of  the  other.  Besides 
his  responsibility  as  a  partner,  Mr.  Mandell,  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  had  the  entire  care  and 
management  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland,  and  her  appointment  of  him  as  sole  exec- 
utor of  her  will  was  a  just  recognition  of  his  integrity, 
while  her  bequest  to  him  of  two  hundred  thousand 
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dollars  was  nothing  more  than  a  fair  remuneration 
for  the  valuable  aervice  he  had  rendered. 

Mr.  Mandell  waa  many  yean  ago  one  of  the  select- 
men of  New  Bedford,  and  was  the  first  to  com- 
mence the  keeping  of  the  records  by  the  board,  but 
with  thia  exception  he  held  no  public  office.'  He 
sought  no  such  honors;  but  he  was  never  without 
proofs  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  probity  and 
discretion,  aa  the  responsible  positions  he  held  in 
various  corporations  showed.  He  was  not  a  great 
man  ;  but  ho  waa  butter  than  that, — a  good  man.  A 
merchantof  the  old  school,  he  knew  no  road  to  success 
but  that  of,  upright  and  honorable  dealing.  Modest 
and  unobtrusive,  no  man  was  ever  more  tenacious  of 
an  opinion  when  satisfied  of  ita correctness.  His  name 
here  was  the  synonym  of  rectitude. 

He  was  a  benevolent  man.  He  was  the  almoner  of 
his  own  bounty,  a  bounty  which  did  not  break  out  at 
long  intervals  in  noisy  and  startling  displays  of  be- 
neficence, but  flowed  quietly,  steadily,  refreshingly. 
We  need  not  speak  of  the  objects  of  his  charity,  or 
the  extent  of  his  benefactions.  He  never  spoke  of 
B,  and  shrunk  from  any  mention  of  them  by 
He  may  be  forgotten  as  the  honorable  and 
merchant,  but  his  memory  will  live  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  have  been  sustained  and  cheered 
by  his  unostentatious  and  gentle  charities. 

SON  MIT.' 


T.II  ue  of  tbee,  Ih, 
Tti*  Urth,  tha  d  Mil, ,  of  Ufa  ■  U  general  plan. 

Allegiance  lifelong  loth*  right  i  ud  JH 

Tbara  u  cIom  mingled  with  Iht  deep  regret 
That  from  our  darkened,  erring  world  ha*  fled 
The  light  that  B»T»r  dauled  sr  mleled, 

Id  which  wlUt  winning  potency  there  mot 

A  ioula  atam  reality  to  truth  and  Ood 

And  Bianm  gentle  ai  tlit  etenlng'a  clone, 
Another  pheee  of  feeling, — damth'a  rapcea 

Haa  hueheil  to  I  ham  who  near  eel  tbaa  hai  a  trod 

LUe'a  pathway  nan/  a  gaol  la  i 


At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  New  Bedford  Insti- 
tution for  8avings,  April  8,  1870,  William  H.  Taylor, 
on  behalf  of  a  committee  appointed  at  our  Inst  meet- 
ing to  present  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of 
the  loss  sustained  by  this  institution  in  the  removal 
of  its  late  president,  Thomas  Mandell,  now  presented 
the  following,  which  were  read,,  and,  on  motion  of 
Charles  R.  Tucker,  were  adopted,  and  the  secretary 
was  directed  to  place  the  same  on  our  records  and  also 
to  present  a  copy  thereof  to  the  family  of  the  de- 


to  lha 


RESOLUTIONS. 

"  Wanu,  In  lha  prof Idrnce  of  Ood,  death  haa  again  Tattled  aa,  re. 
marlng  our  aaUanad  aaeociate  Tliuume  Mandril  frvni  uur  aildat,  who 
for  (arty  year*  waa  actively  engaged  In  lha  management  of  Ilia  affaire  of 
lad  lha  omca  at*  preakWul  lor  lha  laal 
\%  ptro^ieir  to  plaa>c.4  uj^jft  our  rtt-txiia)  is  i 
of  hk  ncllre  rlrt.ee  and  of  lha  haa  wa  hare  ewetaiued  by  hla  r 
"  firaofaad,  That  In  hla  deceaee  wa  roco*utx»  tha  loaa  of  a 
friend,  a  faithful  .  m.»r,  a  nerful  Utlien,  a  ChrleUan  irMrchaul  aad  grti- 
Uemau,  whoaa  daeda  of  chailtjr  and  UnaTonrrK*  wilt  i<mUI„,  hla  mem- 
ory and  lend  many  lo  '  i  lee  up  nad  call  him  Uaaaad.'  luVullfled  with 
uitr  Inatltnllon  elnacel  from  Ita  origin,  ha  haa  neanlfaelrd  au  untiring  de- 
votion to  Ita  latereale,  and  la  tha  management  of  Ita  affaire  hla  flmwictal 
ealll,  coaihlnad  with  1,1a  uncoanpruiuleli 
Iributrd  to  I  la  auccaaa. 


tha  record,  and  lo  Ira  nam  It  lo  lha  oereure.1  (.mil,  of  our  departed 
a  oopy  tharaof,  duly  etlealed  by  hia  aignatura." 

The  Mf.mouy  ok  Thomas  Mandki.i..— At  the 
regular  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Mechanics' 
National  Bank,  held  at  its  banking-rooms,  on  Wed- 
nesday morning,  February  10th,  the  death  of  their 
president,  Thomas  Mandell,  was  appropriately  re- 
ferred to  by  Jireh  8wift,  Jr.,  wlto  presented  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

That  la  Um  death  of  our  heloted  ami  honored  preahleul 
la  loaa  or  a  faithful  officer,  whoaa  connection  with  Ihke  In- 

•n  eminently  charnc- 


hla  oaaanory  aa  a  friend  endeared  to  ua  by 
many  fond  reoullectlooa  aud  pleaaaBl  aaaoclatloaa,  ever  evincing  »■  ha 
did  hiudnaaa  and  noUanaaa  of  heart  and  purlly  of  purpoee.  The  eln-alu 
of  benarolenca  thai  flowed  ao  ailaully  from  hla  |wl  hea/t  haa  wanned 
many  hearthalouea,  ami  the  reclplauta  of  hla  bounty  a  III  bow  rlae  up  lo 
call  him  bli Bald. 

"  RuoUtd,  Thai  wa  leader  lo  the  family  of  oar  dacaaaa  I  Mead  our 
heartfelt  aympalhlea  In  their  affliction,  and  the  emu  ranee  of  our  earuaal 
hope  that  the  Offer  of  all  good  may  Toachaete  to  thane  that  ounaolatiou 
lo  auch  bereereuieute." 


William  W.  Crapo,  in  seconding  the  resolutions, 
said,  "It  is  not  necessary  on  this  occasion,  with  us 
who  have  known  Mr.  Mandell  intimately  for  years, 
and  whose  daily  duties  have  brought  us  in  close  per- 
sonal contact  with  him,  to  give  a  sketch  of  his  life. 
The  simple  reading  of  the  resolutions  expresses  the 
tribute  of  admiration  and  love  which  we  pay  to  our 
departed  associate  and  friend. 

"  But  he  was  possessed  of  personal  traits  of  char- 
acter which  it  may  be  proper  for  us,  who  have  been 
on  terms  of  such  familiar  intercourse  with  him,  to  al- 
lude to  and  remember.  It  is  to  his  sound,  discrimi- 
nating judgment,  his  fearless  and  impartial  discharge 
of  official  duly,  acting  as  president  or  director  during 
its  history  of  nearly  forty  years,  that  this  institution 
owes  much  of  its  prosperity  and  success. 

"  He  was  a  man  of  spotless  integrity,  of  quick  ap- 
prehension, of  accuracy,  method,  and  faithfulness  in 
business,  and  these  qualities  made  him  an  acknowl- 
edged leader  in  the  mercantile  community. 

"He  was  gentle  in  manners,  true  in  principle,  earn- 
est in  iiis  convictions,  steadfast  in  his  opinions,  char- 
itable, benevolent,  and  kindly  without  twteiiliilioii. 
He  was  beloved  by  his  fellow-citizens,  for  he  ttiok  an 
active  interest  in  whatever  concerned  the  welfare  of 
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the  community,  always  doing  his  part  cheerfully  nnd 
generously.  His  sympathies  were  genuine.  His  love 
for  his  neighbor  joined  no  closely  with  sincerity  nnd 
earnestness  in  the  performance  of  duty  thnt  during 
his  long  life  he  was  constantly  doing  good  and  making 
others  hnppy. 

"The  death  of  such  a  man  is  a  public  calamity,  and 
to  us,  who  have  known  him  so  intimately,  it  is  a  per- 
sonal affliction." 

The  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  rotes  passed  in- 
structing the  secretary  of  the  board  to  forward  a  copy 
to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  directing  the  whole 
proceedings  to  be  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  board. 


DAVID  II.  OREENE. 

David  R.  Greene  was  born  in  New  Bedford  in 
March,  1794,  and  lived  there  continuously  to  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1879.  His  father  was  Robert 
Greene,  a  native  of  Liverpool,  England,  and  his 
mother  was  Deborah  Russell,  a  native  of  New  Bed- 
ford. His  father,  who  was  a  master-mariner,  died 
while  on  a  foreign  Toyage,  when  his  son  was  about 
three  years  old,  leaving  his  widow  in  straitened 
circumstances.  After  receiving  a  limited  common 
school  education  young  Greene  began  to  go  to  sea, 
and  after  a  number  of  coasting  voyages  became  su- 
percargo, an  offlccr  indispensable  to  the  trading  voy- 
ages of  the  period.  Having  formed  a  distaste  for 
the  sea,  he  left  it  and  went  into  the  grocery  business, 
at  first  as  clerk,  but  was  admitted  a  partner  before  he 
reached  his  majority.  In  1820  he  began  to  fit  vessels 
for  whaling  voyages,  and  he  gradually  increased  bin 
interest  in  the  whale  fishery  until  he  became  one  of 
the  largest  ship-owners  of  New  Bedford.  For  many 
years  he  was  in  partnership  with  the  late  Willard 
Nye  and  the  late  Dennis  Wood,  under  the  firm  of 
D.  R,  Greene  &  Co.,  and  was  engaged  in  fitting  ships 
and  dealing  in  the  products  of  the  whale  fishery.  In 
1825  he  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Merchants' 
Bank,  now  one  of  the  principal  banking  corporations 
of  New  Bedford,  and  he  continued  a  member  of  ita 
board  of  directors  for  more  than  fifty  years.  He  was 
an  ardent  Whig,  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  protection 
of  American  industries,  and  was  very  active  in  found- 
ing the  manufacturing  enterprise*  which  the  protec- 
tive system  has  fostered.  In  1847,  he  with  others 
started  the  Wiunsutta  Mills,  now  one  of  the  largest 
cotton-manufacturing  corporations  of  New  England, 
and  was  for  thirty  years  one  of  the  directors. 

He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  early  develop- 
ment of  railroads,  and  was  one  of  the  builders  of  the 
railroad  between  New  Bedford  and  Taunton,  and  one 
of  iU  directors  from  the  time  of  its  incorporation 
until  it  was  sold  for  the  purposes  of  consolidation. 
He  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the  oldest 
stockholders  in  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  which 
now  owns  a  continuous  line  from  Chicago  to  New 
Orleans.   He  took  a  great  interest  in  the  develop- 


ment of  the  West,  and  early  turned  bis  attention  to 
Chicago,  and  continued  his  business  interests  there  as 
long  as  he  lived.  Mr.  Greene  was  a  man  of  strong 
convictions,  of  great  energy  and  unyielding  will,  and 
was,  ns  such  men  often  are, somewhat  rugged  in  speech 
and  brusque  in  action,  but  he  had  a  kind  heart  and 
quick  sympathies.  He  not  only  gave  liberally  to 
charitable  object*  when  solicited,  but  sought  oppor- 
tunities of  giving,  and  of  such  acts  he  never  spoke. 
His  long  life  was  one  of  commendable  industry, 
honorable  labor,  of  enterprise,  and  of  sturdy  devo- 
tion to  what  he  conceived  to  be  right.  If,  as  has  been 
sometimes  said,  there  is  an  immortality  of  good  work, 
his  influence  will  survive  him. 


THE  PARKER  FAMILY. 
Ward  M.  Parker,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  was  a 
lineal  descendant  on  his  paternal  side  from  William 
Parker,  who  came  from  England  and  settled  with 
many  others,  among  whom  were  the  ancestors  of 
Samuel  J.  Tilden,  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  Mass.,  at 
what  date  is  not  known,  but  probably  at  its  earliest 
settlement.  In  September,  1640,  a  grant  was  ob- 
tained for  a  settlement  at "  MatUkeae,"  situated  be- 
tween Sandwich  and  Yarmouth,  and  in  October  of 
the  saino  year  a  settlement  was  commenced  from  the 
town  of  Scituate,  Mass.,  and  among  the  many  who 
settled  at  "  Mattakese"  was  William  Parker.  From 
this  grant  Sandwich,  Barnstable,  and  probably  Yar- 
mouth became  invested  with  the  right  of  township, 
and  these  people  commenced  the  settlement  of  Fal- 
mouth. 

William  Parker  finally  settled  in  Falmouth,  where 
he  remained  during  life.  He  led  several  sons,  of 
whom  Robert  Parker  was  one,  and  one  or  more 
daughters.  We  know  but  little  about  Robert  Parker. 
He  had  several  sons,  among  whom  were  Thomas,  born 
Aug.  24*  1669 ;  Daniel,  April  18,  1670,  ancestor  of 
John  A.  Parker;  and  Joseph,  born  1671. 

Joseph  Parker,  son  of  Robert,  was  one  of  the 
original  church  members  in  Falmouth,  Mass.  He 
married  Mercy  Whiston,  June  SO,  1698,  and  died  in 
1732.  Their  children  were  Joseph,  born  April  23, 
1699;  John,  born  Sept.  11,  1700;  Benjamin,  born 
Feb.  16, 1702 ;  Timothy,  born  Nov.  27,  1708 ;  Seth, 
born  Sept.  20,  1705;  8ylvanus,  born  Sept.  11, 1707; 
and  Mercy,  born  May  21, 1709.  She  married  Rev. 
Samuel  Palmer.  Joseph  Parker  was  buried  in  the 
old  burying-ground  at  Falmouth,  and  a  stone  resem- 
bling Connecticut  red  granite  lies  horizontally  over 
his  grave  And  marks  his  final  resting-place. 

Sylvanus  Parker,  son  of  Joseph,  married  Martha 
Mayhew,  of  Chilmark,  in  1748.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren,—Seth,  born  Oct.  12,  1750,  and  Lydia,  who  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Joaiah  Cotton,  of  Plymouth, 
and  second  to  Dr.  Thomas  Smith. 

8eth  Parker,  only  son  of  SylvanuM,  married  Sophia 
Cotton,  of  Plymouth,  about  1775  or  1776.  Their 
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children  were  8y  I  van  us,  born  1777,  who  died  single 
in  1811 ;  Rossiter  C.  born  1779,  and  died  1804 ;  8etb, 
born  1781,  and  died  1811 ;  Ward  M.,  the  immediate 
aubject  of  our  aketch ;  Lydia,  born  1787,  died  1848  ; 
John  O.,  born  1793,  died  July  2,  1881.  Mr.  Parker 
died  in  1813,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  sons.  Ward 
M.  and  John,  and  one  daughter,  Lydia.  Mrs.  Sophia 
(Cotton)  Parker  waa  a  lineal  descendant  from  Rev. 
John  Cotton,  who  waa  an  Episcopalian  minister  in 
Lincolnshire  and  London,  England. 

There  waa  but  one  family  of  Cottons  originally  in 
England,  and  they  came  from  Normandy,  in  France, 
with  William  the  Conqueror,  in  the  year  10G0,  and 
from  this  family  descended  the  Rev.  John  Cotton,  who 
was  a  popular  preacher  in  and  about  London  until 
he  was  suspected  of  favoring  the  Dissenters,  who  had 
the  audacity  to  doubt  the  infallibility  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  Being  advised  by  friends  that  ho  was  in 
danger  of  being  arrested,  he  very  quietly  arranged 
to  come  to  America  with  his  family,  in  company 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker,  afterwards  of  Connecticut. 
They  arrived  in  Boston  in  1633,  when  Mr.  Hooker 
went  to  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Cotton  was  settled  as  a 
minister  in  the  King's  Chapel,  Boston,  now  called 
Stone  Chapel,  and  there  continued  to  preach  with 
great  acceptance  till  the  close  of  his  life,  Dec.  23, 
1602,  aged  sixty-seven.  His  name  may  be  seen  in- 
scribed with  others  on  a  monument  adjoining  the 
chapel  in  Boston.  Mr.  Cotton  left  several  children, 
and  from  them  descended  the  Cottons  of  New  Eng- 
land. One  of  his  sons,  John,  educated  at  Cambridge, 
studied  for  the  ministry,  and  settled  at  Charleston, 
S.  C,  where  he  died.  One  of  his  (Rev.  John  Cot- 
ton's) daughters  married  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mather,  presi- 
dent of  Harvard  College,  and  they  hud  a  son,  the 
well-known  Cotton  Mather.  There  were  other  chil- 
dren of  the  Rev.  John  Cotton,  but  their  names  are 
not  known  to  the  writer.  Some  of  them  settled  at 
Plymouth,  and  were  influential  citizens  in  their  day. 
From  Thacher's  "  History  of  Plymouth"  we  find  that 
the  first  Cotton  he  mentions  is  Josiah,  a  son  of  the 
Rev.  John  Cotton,  and  grandson  of  the  original  Rev. 
John  Cotton,  who  was  the  first  settled  minister  in 
Boston.  Josiah  Cotton  was  born  1679,  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  in  1698,  taught  school  in  sev- 
eral places,  and  finally  settled  in  Plymouth,  Mass. 
He  waa  elected  clerk  of  the  court,  register  of  deeds, 
etc.  He  wrote  a  supplement  to  the  New  England 
Memorial,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society.  He  died  in  1756,  aged  seventy- 
six.  He  left  a  family  of  children,  among  whom  was 
John  Cotton,  born  in  Plymouth  in  1712,  graduated 
from  Cambridge  College  in  1730.  and  ordained  in 
Halifax  in  1736,  but  losing  his  voice  by  a  severe  fit  of 
sickness,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  chosen  profes- 
sion, consequently  he  returned  to  his  native  town 
(Plymouth)  and  took  his  father's  place  as  register 
of  deeds,  etc.,  which  position  he  retained  till  his 
death,  Nov.  4,  1789.   John  Cotton,  the  maternal 


grandfather  of  Ward  M.  Parker,  married  Hannah 
Sturtevant,  and  left  eleven  children,  four  sons  and 
seven  daughters,  of  whom  8ophia,  who  married  Seth 
Parker,  was  one,  hence  the  line  of  descent  has  been 
Sophia*,  John4,  Josiah',  John1,  and  John'.  The  line 
of  descent  in  the  Parker  family  has  been  Ward  M.*, 
Seth',  Sylvan  us1,  Joseph',  Robert*,  William1. 

Ward  M.  Parker  was  born  in  Falmouth,  Muss., 
June  18,1784,  and  died  in  New  Bedford,  Aug.  6, 1881. 
In  early  life  he  was  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade, 
commanding  a  vessel  running  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 
He  secured  the  confidence  of  the  leading  merchants 
and  business  men  at  that  port,  and  his o|>erationa  were 
uniformly  successful.  The  war  of  1812,  with  the 
embargo,  broke  up  his  coasting  business  at  the  South, 
but  this  did  not  dishearten  him.  For  several  years  he 
was  engaged  in  procuring  live-oak  timber  jn  Florida 
under  contracts  with  the  government,  and  soon  after 
embarked  in  the  whaling  busiuess  at  Wood's  Holl, 
where  he  built  the  ship  "Bartholomew  Gosnold." 
On  the  12lh  of  June,  1838,  Mr.  Parker  removed  to 
this  city,  though  for  a  few  years  ho  coiiliuued  his 
agency  of  the  "  Ooanold,"  which  was  fitted  at  Wood's 
Holl.  He  then  retired  from  active  business,  devo- 
ting himself  to  the  care  of  the  handsome  property 
which  he  had  acquired,  and  which  under  his  shrewd 
and  judicious  management  grew  to  a  large  estate. 
For  nearly  forty  years  he  was  a  director  in  the  Marine 
(now  the  First  National)  Bank,  and  for  many  years 
was  in  the  direction  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Taun- 
ton Railroad,  the  Gas-Light  Company  (also  its  vice- 
president),  the  Commercial  Insurance  Company,  lite 
Taunton  Copper  Company,  and  its  president  for  many 
years,  and  the  Taunton  Locomotive- Works. 

The  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  with  full  faith  in 
"  Poor  Richard's"  maxims,  and  with  habits  of  rigid 
economy,  he  was  not  a  close  nor  a  hard  man.  No 
director  of  a  bank  was  ever  more  liberal  in  affording 
accommodation  to  men  of  smull  means  needing 
assistance,  and  many  who  failed  of  relief  in  tight 
limes  from  the  banks  have  been  supplied  from  his 
private  means.  Cautious  in  his  investments,  he  was 
not  lacking  in  enterprise,  and  rarely  hesitated  to 
aid  in  starting  manufacturing  projects  here  which 
promised  advantage  to  the  city.  Exact  in  all  his 
transactions,  he  was  always  fair,  honorable,  and 
scrupulously  just.  He  was  genial,  kind  hearted,  and 
unostentatiously  benevolent,— a  man  thoroughly  re- 
spected and  highly  esteemed  in  all  the  relatious  of 
life.  Up  to  the  close  of  that  life  so  long  protracted, 
he  exhibited  remarkable  physical  vigor,  remarkuble 
brightness  and  clearness  of  intellect,  and  a  lively 
interest  in  affairs.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and 
Republican,  and  was  a  representative  to  the  General 
Assembly  from  1834  to  1838.  lie  wus  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Ilepxibah, 
daughter  of  Deacon  John  Davis,  July  27,  1815.  She 
was  born  Oct.  4,  1793,  and  died  Feb.  26,  1833.  Their 
children  are  Abby  S.  (deceased),  Hannah  C.  (de- 
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ceased),  wife  of  J.  A.  Beauvais ;  Abby  8.  (2d),  wife  of 
J.  L.  Ferguson,  of  New  York  City  ;  and  Ward  R.,  of 
New  York  City.  Mr.  Parker  married  for  liis  second 
wife-  Marcia  F.,  daughter  of  David  W.  nnd  Cynthia 
Lewis,  May  25,  1836.  She  wiu  bom  in  Falmouth, 
May  11,  1813,  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  honorable 
family  of  that  town.  They  have  had  ten  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living, — Arabella,  1  jut  re  nee  II., 
Henry  W.,  David  I,.,  and  Lydia  P.,  wife  of  C.  W. 
Mitchell,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 


JAMK8  BUNKER  CONG  DON. 

The  death  of  James  Bunker  Congdon,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  10th  of  June,  1880,  demands  more  than 
n  passing  notice.  Well  may  his  name  and  worth 
have  honorable  mention  in  the  archives  of  the  Free 
Public  Library,  for  to  him  perhaps  more  than  to  all 
others  is  it  indebted  not  only  for  ita  existence,  but 
for  its  continued  prosperity,  and  for  the  measure  of 
usefulness  to  which  it  has  attained. 

Mr.  Congdon  prepared  and  headed  the  petition  to 
tbe  City  Council  which  resulted  in  1852  in  the  perma- 
nent establishment  of  the  library,  and  to  his  energy 
and  untiring  devotion  it  is  due  that  the  few  thousand 
volumes  of  the  old  Social  Library  became  the  founda- 
tion of  an  institution  of  grent  public  benefit,  and  of 
which  the  city  has  so  much  reason  to  be  proud. 

Elected  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  trustees,  a 
position  which  he  held,  except  during  a  brief  interval, 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  he  watched  with  untiring 
7.enl  over  its  struggling  infancy.  As  its  hold  on  the 
community  grew  firmer  and  its  usefulness  broader, 
his  watchful  interest  kept  even  pace  with  its  benefi- 
cent development;  he  was  constantly  suggesting,  and, 
when  authority  had  been  secured,  instituting  meas- 
ures for  its  progressive  advantage. 

Secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees  from  its  organi- 
zation iu  1852  until  near  the  close  of  his  life,  the 
annual  reports  of  the  board  to  the  city  government, 
always  scholarly  and  often  ardent  and  glowing  in 
their  style,  and  which  tended  largely  to  invite  and  to 
hold  the  good  will  of  the  city  government,  and  the 
public  itself,  were  invariably  from  his  pen.  When 
the  corner-stone  of  the  beautiful  library  building  was 
laid  (which  fully  symbolized  the  permanence  of  the 
institution,  while  it  opened  tho  way  to  increased  use- 
fulness) Mr.  Congdon  led  in  the  ceremonies  of  the 
occasion,  and  delivered  an  address,  in  which  he  gave 
in  detail  the  history  of  the  enterprise,  and  foretold  its 
success.  He  lived  long  enough  to  see  its  prosperity 
well  assured,  and  to  enjoy  not  only  by  himself,  but 
through  the  public  generally,  its  great  and  continually 
increasing  benefits.  He  gave  not  only  his  services  to 
the  cause,  but  in  1876,  having  received  from  the  city 
five  hundred  dollars  for  revising  the  charter  and  or- 
dinance*, ho  gave  it  as  a  donation  to  tbe  trust  funds 
of  the  library. 


Thus  did  he  prove  his  interest  by  deeds  of  unselfish 
devotion.  Yet,  though  his  life  was  one  of  varied 
usefulness,  while,  as  has  been  truly  said  of  him,  "No 
one  ever  wrought  more  continuously,  ungrudgingly, 
and  unselfishly  for  the  public  weal,"  it  is  certain  that 
no  fruits  of  bis  labor  were  so  grateful  to  himself  as 
those  richly  garnered  in  connection  with  the  Free 
Public  Library. 

The  history  of  his  private  life  was  not  eventful, 
and  is  briefly  told.  He  was  born  Dec  10, 1802,  and 
was  the  son  of  Caleb  Congdon,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  who  came  here  and  was  married  to  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Taber.  Mr.  Taber  was  an 
early  settler,  whose  house  was  burned  by  the  British 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  Congdon  received 
his  early  education  in  our  public  schools.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  be  became  book-keeper  for  Messrs.  Wil- 
liam H.  and  Gideon  Allen,  in  whose  employ  he  re- 
mained five  years.  When  the  Merchants'  Bank  was 
chartered  and  went  into  operation  he  became  its 
cashier,  which  position  he  filled  with  superior  ability, 
securing  prosperity  and  credit  for  that  institution, 
honor  and  confidence  for  himself,  until  1858,  a  period 
of  nearly  thirty  years,  when  severe  illness  caused  by 
overwork  compelled  him  to  resign. 

On  his  recovery,  in  the  spring  of  the  same  year,  he 
was  elected  city  treasurer  and  collector  of  taxes.  He 
was  annually  re-elected  until,  in  1879,  advancing  yean 
warned  him  to  relieve  himself  of  the  burden  of  his 
public  responsibilities,  when  he  resigned  his  post.  He 
had  been  a  signally  faithful  and  competent  officer. 
Throughout  the  civil  war,  when  the  labors  of  tho 
city  treasurer  were  greatly  complicated  and  aug- 
mented, he  proved  himself  equal  to  every  emergency. 
To  his  other  duties — from  the  time  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Acushnet  Water  Board  to  his  resigna- 
tion of  his  office  a  few  months  before  his  death — he 
added  those  of  registrar  of  the  board. 

The  public  is  always  ready  to  place  responsibility 
on  competent,  trusted,  and  willing  shoulders.  Mr. 
Congdon  did  not  know  himself  when  he  thought  to 
favor  his  increasing  infirmities,  and  pass  the  remain- 
ing years  in  repose.  The  poet  of  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  then  newly  created,  was  offered  to 
him,  and  he  accepted  it.  He  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  board.  He  entered  upon  his  duties  with  enthu- 
siastic appreciation  of  responsibility  and  opportunity, 
and  that  spirit  of  conscientious  fidelity  which  char- 
acterized all  his  exertions  through  life,  and  labored 
in  his  new  field  with  intense  earnestness  and  corre- 
sponding efficiency.  The  elaborate  report  of  the 
I  board  at  the  close  of  its  first  year  was  from  his  pen. 
It  was  the  last  monument  of  his  public  service. 

These  effort*  were  too  much  for  his  enfeebled  frame. 
He  made  them  only  by  force  of  a  will  that  triumphed 
over  physical  suffering.  On  March  24,  1880,  he  was 
compelled  to  resign,  and  on  the  10th  of  June  he  died. 
He  wrought  diligently  in  his  unselfish  and  benevolent 
work  until  the  evening  shadows  fell  and  the  night 
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came,  when  no  man  can  work.  It  wu  fitting  that  at 
the  funeral  of  such  an  officer  the  public  office*  should 
be  closed,  and  the  city  government  should  attend  the 
services  in  a  body,  aud  that  highly  complimentary 
resolutions,  unanimously  adopted,  should  have  a  per- 
manent place  in  the  records  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Congdon's  philanthropy  was  as  conspicuous  an 
his  fidelity.  The  kindness  of  his  heart  whs  uever  ap- 
pealed to  in  vain.  The  leisure  which  most  other  men 
would  have  devoted  to  relaxation  he  crowded  with 
beneficent  labor.  He  was  a  warm  friend  to  the  New 
Bedford  Lyceum,  giving  it  at  all  times  the  support  of 
his  voice  and  pen.  He  was  one  of  the  most  active 
and  efficient  members  of  the  Port  Society,  which  has 
accomplished  admirable  results  in  behalf  of  the  sea- 
men sailing  from  this  port.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the 
institution  for  deaf  mutes  in  Northampton.  For 
eleven  years  ho  was  a  member  of  the  school  commit- 
tee, and  then  and  ever  after  a  champion  of  the  public 
schools,  a  zealous  friend  of  all  measures  tending  to 
their  improvement,  and  to  the  cause  of  education. 
From  1834  to  1841,  and  from  1842  until  the  acceptance 
of  the  city  charter  in  1847,  Mr.  Congdon  was  one  of 
the  selectmen  of  the  town,  and  for  many  years  chair- 
man of  the  board.  Indeed,  there  was  no  philan- 
thropic movement  in  the  community  during  his  life 
that  he  was  not  its  pronounced  and  active  supporter, 
and  for  him  to  support  a  cause  was  to  mortgage  to  its 
furtherance  his  time  and  his  powers.  He  readily  re- 
sponded to  every  demand  made  upon  his  facile  pen. 
He  wrote  most  of  the  annual  reports,  historical 
sketches,  and  other  publications  of  the  institutions 
with  which  ho  was  permanently  identified.  His  ad- 
dresses, essays,  and  reports  would  of  themselves  fill 
a  volume. 

His  ready  pen  was  busy  at  times  in  other  important 
work.  He  drew  up  the  charter  for  the  city  govern- 
ment which  was  enacted  by  the  Legislature  in  1847. 
He  wrote  most  of  the  ordinances  which  from  time  to 
time  have  been  adopted  by  the  City  Council.  The 
historical  details  in  the  appendix  to  the  "  Centennial 
History  of  New  Bedford,"  which  was  published  in 
1876,  were  edited  by  him.  He  was  a  frequent  con- 
tributor to  the  press  in  both  prose  and  poetry,  and  his 
productions  were  often  admirable,  always  creditable. 

He  was  a  dear  lover  of  books,  which  he  read  with 
avidity,  appropriating  what  was  best  in  them  with 
acute  discrimination.  It  was  the  valuable  service 
which  books  bad  rendered  to  him  in  the  moulding  of 
his  thought  and  the  enlargement  of  his  culture  which 
intensified  his  interest  in  the  Free  Public  Library. 
It  was  the  wish  of  his  loving  heart  that  every  soul  in 
the  community  should  have,  "  without  money  and 
without  price,"  the  same  intellectual  advantages 
which  he  himself  had  received  and  so  much  enjoyed. 

His  portrait,  the  gia  of  grateful  friends,  hsngs  in 
the  main  hall  of  the  library.  It  is  in  the  most  fitting 
place.  He  seems  to  be  looking  upprovingly  down  (as 
if  in  realization  of  his  fondest  hopes)  upon  the  library 


itself,  so  much  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  the  vol- 
umes so  much  the  delight  of  his  heart  As  those 
who  avail  themselves  of  the  advsntagesof  an  institu- 
tion which  ho  did  so  much  to  establish  aud  foster 
pass  and  repass  that  silent  image  may  they  sometimes 
remember  bis  example,  and  be  inspired  to  lead  lives 
of  faithful  citizenship  and  disinterested  philanthropy. 

a.  h.  r>. 

JOSKI'll  KNOWLKS. 

Joseph  Knowles,  son  of  James  H.  and  Ruth  ( Doane) 
Knowlcs,  was  born  in  Easlhain,  Mass.,  Sept.  23, 1819. 
He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Richard  Knowles,  the 
emigrant,  who  came  from  England  prior  to  1638,  and 
who  was  stanch  in  defense  of  his  convictions.  Mr. 
Knowles  received  a  liberal  education  and  completed 
his  studies  at  Phillips'  Andover  Academy,  but  choos- 
ing a  mercantile  life,  he  came  to  New  Bedford,  and 
engaged  as  clerk  for  his  cousin,  Thomas  Knowles, 
when  about  seventeen  years  old.  After  five  years' 
service  he  was  admitted  partner.  The  new  firm 
whs  Thomas  Knowles  A  Co.,  and  its  members  were 
Thomas,  John  P.,  and  Joseph  Knowles.  For  thirty- 
four  years,  until  his  death,  May  27,  1876,  he  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  trade,  and  was  for  a  long  time  one 
of  New  Bedford's  prominent  merchants.  He  married, 
Nov.  14,  1844,  Jedidah,  daughter  of  Beriah  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Cole)  Doane,  of  Orleans,  Mum.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Helen  D.  (Mrs.  Charles  D.  Milliken),  Eliza- 
beth, Joseph  F.,  and  Arthur. 

He  was  fully  in  accord  with  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  worked  for  its  interests,  and  sup- 
ported its  candidates.  Ho  was  largely  interested  in 
all  things  tending  towards  the  enlightenment  aud  up- 
ward progress  of  society,  and  was  active  aud  promi- 
nent in  connection  with  the  New  Bedford  Public 
Library,  of  which  be  was  a  trustee. 

We  give,  as  expressing  the  character  of  Mr.  Knowles 
moro  completely  than  words  of  ours,  the  folluwitig 
from  those  who  knew  him  intimately:  • 

"  Mr.  Knowles  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  for  two  years  under  the  mayoralty  of  Hon. 
John  N.  Perry,  and  for  the  same  period  while  Mr. 
Richmond  was  mayor,  discharging  the  duties  with 
rare  good  judgment  and  singular  fidelity.  He  was 
repeatedly  urged  to  accept  a  nomination  for  mayor, 
but  he  had  no  taste  for  municipal  honors,  though 
willing  to  give  his  full  share  of  time  and  effort  in  the 
service  of  the  city.  He  was  devoted  to  his  business, 
and  had  earned  the  reputation  of  sterling  integrity 
and  probity  in  his  transactions.  Quiet  and  unassum- 
ing in  his  manners,  he  was  firm  of  principle  and 
courageous  in  his  convictions,  and  no  man  was  held 
in  higher  respect  or  more  fully  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow-citizens."1 

James  B.  Congdon,  in  the  twenty-sixth  annual  re- 
port of  the  trustees  of  New  Bedford  Free  Public 
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Library .  give*  this  testimonial  to  his  virtues :  "Joseph 
Knowles  claims  a  prominent  place  in  our  necrology 
of  the  year.  As  a  merchant,  lie  was  enlightened,  en- 
terprising, tun!  the  soul  of  fidelity ;  as  an  alderman 
of  the  city,  he  was  sagacious  in  council,  faithful  to 
every  conviction  of  duty,  firm  and  unmovable  when 
not  to  be  firm  was  to  be  false  to  the  convictions  of  his 
understanding,  bind  and  courteous  to  all  who  had 
claims  upon  his  attention  ;  as  a  trustee  of  the  library, 
he  had  clear  apprehensions  as  to  the  methods  to  be 
pursue*),  and  an  abiding  conscientiousness  in  tho  dis- 
charge of  every  trust.  Those  who  have  known  him 
as  a  leading  merchant  of  our  city,  and  those  who  were 
his  associates  in  the  City  Council  and  upon  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  library,  all  bear  testimony  to  his 
gentlemanly  bearing  in  his  business  and  official  inter- 
course, and  all  unite  in  assigning  to  him  an  elevated 
position  among  the  active  and  public  men  of  our  city. 
In  his  daily  walk  and  conversation  he  was  an  exam- 
ple of  those  virtues  which  are  lovely  and  of  good 
report.  1  There  was  a  daily  beauty  in  bis  life'  which 
won  and  retained  the  affection  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  There  was  In  Ids  char- 
acter and  conduct  those  evidences  of  fidelity  to  the 
right  and  an  affectionate  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
others  which  linpired  confidence  and  esteem." 


OMVRR  CHOCKBR. 

Mr.  Oliver  Crocker,  whose  death  occurred  May  23, 
1878,  at  his  residence  on  William  Street,  in  New  Bed- 
ford, was  born  on  the  3d  day  of  August,  1788,  in  the 
pleasant  little  village  of  Cotuit,  in  the  town  of  Barn- 
stable. He  was  educated  at  the  then  celebrated  Sand- 
wich Academy,  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Jonathan 
Burr.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  put  to  apprentice 
in  Boston,  and  served  his  term  in  a  dry-goods  store  in 
that  city.  After  reaching  his  majority  he  engaged  in 
business  in  Boston,  and  in  1812  removed  to  this  place, 
where  he  continuously  resided  till  hiB  death.  Until 
1832  he  was  in  the  dry-goods  and  grocery  trade,  and  in 
this  year  commenced  tho  manufacture  of  oil  and  be- 
came interested  in  shipping.  In  1837  he  was  associated 
in  the  oil  manufacture  with  his  son,  George  O.Crocker, 
and  the  late  George  T.  Baker,  and  this  firm  continued 
till  1843,  when  it  failed.  Mr.  Crocker  and  his  son  at 
once  formed  a  new  partnership,  took  the  assets  and 
assumed  the  liabilities  of  the  old  firm,  and  in  a  few 
years  paid  all  its  debts,  principal  and  interest.  In 
1862  he  retired  from  active  business,  having  secured 
an  ample  fortune.  In  1835,  Mr.  Crocker  was  one  of 
the  nine  members  who  represented  New  Bedford  iu 
the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  an  honor  to 
which  he  did  not  a.«pire  a  second  time. 

No  New  Bedford  merchant  ever  enjoyed  a  higher 
reputation  for  strict  integity  in  all  his  dealings  than 
Oliver  Crocker,  and  none  better  deserved  it.  He  was 
largely  and  systematically  benevolent  He  was  keenly 


alive  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  people, 
watchful  of  their  interest,  and  ever  ready  to  aid  and 
assist  them  by  any  method  or  manner  tending  to 
promote  their  comfort  and  happiness,  and  highly  ap- 
preciating the  influence  for  good  which  intellectual 
culture  exert*  upon  the  habits  and  character  of  the 
people,  with  wise  generosity  gave  liberally  to  the 
Free  Public  Library.  Of  every  public  charity  he 
was  a  generous  patron  ;  many  were  the  regular  pen- 
sioners upon  his  bounty ;  no  poor  person  was  ever 
turned  away  empty  from  his  door,  and  we  know  that 
in  his  old  age  ho  asked  of  not  a  few,  in  whose  judg- 
ment he  could  confide,  that  they  would  bring  to  his 
notice  any  ca*es  requiring  aid.  To  the  last  he  keenly 
enjoyed  life,  always  looking  upon  its  bright  side,  and 
retaining  his  interest  in  the  current  of  events. 

0  BO  ROB  0.  CROCKKK. 
Qeorgc  0.  Crocker,  son  of  Oliver  Crocker,  born  in 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Jan.  17, 1814.  He  received  his 
education  at  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place. 
In  his  sixteenth  year  he  was  clerk  for  bis  father  in 
the  grocery  and  provisiou  business,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years,  and  then  was  clerk  two  years  in 
the  counting-room  ;  after  that  went  into  partnership 
with  his  father,  and  for  many  years  the  firm-name 
was  Oliver  A  George  O.  Crocker,  manufacturers  of 
sperm  oil,  and  were  large  owners  in  the  whaling  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Crocker  has  been  a  director  in  various 
corporations  in  his  native  city. 


IVORY   IIOVKY  BARTLETT. 

Ivory  Hovey  Bartlett,  son  of  Abner  Bartlett,  was 
born  at  8outh  Plymouth  (formerly  called  Manomet 
Ponds),  Mass.,  Sept.  21,  1794.  He  was  a  descendant 
in  the  seventh  generation  from  Robert  Bartlett,  who 
was  born  in  England  in  1C06,  and  in  1637  came  from 
London  to  America  in  the  ship  "  Ann,"  the  third 
ship  which  landed  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth.  After  his 
arrival  in  America  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Warren.  The  line  of  descent  from  Robert  to 
Ivory  H.  has  been  as  follows:  Robert1,  died  1676; 
Joseph',  died  in  1711 ;  Joseph',  died  in  1750 ;  Joseph4, 
died  in  1766  ;  8ylvanus»,  died  in  1811;  Abner*,  died 
Oct.  28,  1813 ;  and  Ivory  H.'  Abner*  Bartlett  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  South  Plym- 
outh, and  held  office  in  the  town  as  one  of  the 
selectmen,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  as  representative 
to  the  General  Court. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  Ivory  H.  Bartlett  was 
Rev.  Ivory  Hovey.  He  was  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1735,  and  became  a  settled  minister  at 
Rochester,  Msas.,  where  he  preached  for  a  period  of 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  afterwards  at  South  Plym- 
outh until  hi*  death  in  1803,  in  his  ninetieth  year. 
He  wa«  n  hum  of  culture  and  wide  influence  in  his 
denomination,  a  fine  example  of  the  honored  and 
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beloved  pa* ton  of  the  olden  lime.  Three  of  Mr. 
Bartlett's  uncles  served  in  the  Continental  army  at 
Boston  and  New  York  in  1776. 

Mr.  Bartlett  married,  in  1814,  Betsey,  daughter  of 
John  Clark,  of  South  Plymouth,  and  with  his  family 
removed  to  New  Bedford  in  1819.  During  the  first 
years  of  his  life  in  New  Bedford  he  was  engaged  in 
teaming,  stabling,  and  staging,  and  for  a  time  had 
charge  of  moat  of  the  principal  atoge  routes  leading 
from  New  Bedford,  including  contracts  for  carrying 
mails,  which  business  often  called  him  to  Washing- 
ton. Later,  he  engaged  in  the  graiu  and  provision 
trade,  and  finally  whaling  and  the  commission  boat* 
neas.  He  received  his  sons,  Ivory  Hovey  Bartlett, 
Jr.,  and  George  Fearing  Bartlett,  into  partnership  in 
1847  and  1854,  respectively,  thus  establishing  the  firm 
of  I.  H.  Bartlett  Si  Sons,  which  still  continues.  I.  H. 
Bartlett,  Jr.,  died  Oct.  25,  1880,  in  his  fiay-eighth 
year.  His  oldest  son,  Abner  Bartlett,  went  to  Boston 
in  the  employ  of  Chandler,  Howard  St  Co.,  and  then 
to  New  York  in  1836,  where  he  was  several  years 
with  Orinnell,  Minturn  St  Co.  He  still  resides  there, 
being  connected  with  the  "  Astor  estate and  his 
younger  sons,  William  Henry  and  Robert  Warren 
Bartlett,1  have  always  been  connected  with  his  firm. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Bartlett's  firm,  with  the  late  Richard 
H.  dispell,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  United  States  government  to  fit  the 
stone  fleet  of  forty-five  vessels  with  which  the  har- 
bors of  Charleston  and  Savannah  were  blockaded,  and 
twenty-four  out  of  the  forty-five  vessels  were  fitted  by 
his  firm. 

Mr.  Bartlett's  life  was  thoroughly  active  and  earnest, 
both  in  his  business  and  in  the  line  of  benevolence. 
The  ouly  public  office  he  ever  held  was  that  of  alder- 
man, under  Abraham  H.  Howland'a  administration. 
He  came  to  this  city  with  a  heart  of  sympathy  and 
kindness,  nourished  by  the  example  of  Christian  and 
benevolent  parents.  During  the  first  wiuter  of  his 
residence  here  he  collected  upwards  of  six  hundred 
dollars  for  distribution  among  the  poor,  and  from 
season  to  season,  for  more  than  forty  years,  or  as  long 
as  his  health  permitted,  he  continued  this  work. 
From  a  careful  record  kept  by  him  we  find  that  in 
1858  sixty-four  persons  contributed  six  hundred  and 
fifty-three  dollars,  which  he  distributed  among  three 
hundred  and  sixty  families  in  provisions,  and  in  1859 
seventy-four  persona  contributed  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-five  dollars,  which  lie  also  distributed  among 
five  hundred  and  eighteen  families  in  like  manner. 

It  is  just  to  the  business  men  of  New  Bedford  to 
aay  that  these  subscription-lists  are  highly  creditable 
to  their  liberality.  While  Mr.  Bartlett  gave  liberally 
himself,  it  was  the  personal  attention  and  lime  em- 
ployed in  this  business  which  cost  him  most,  for  it 
was  his  invariable  rule,  regardless  of  personal  com- 
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fort,  to  investigate  every  case  where  charity  was  ad- 
ministered by  him.  In  the  winter  of  1856  he  estab- 
lished a  soup-house  for  the  poor,  which  had  his 
personal  supervision  in  all  its  details. 

Nor  did  be  simply  feed  the  hungry,  but  he  visited 
the  sick  and  afflicted,  and  administered  to  their  needs 
by  many  acts  of  kindness  and  sympathy.  His  in- 
terest in  and  sympathy  fur  the  homeless  and  friend- 
leas  were  unbounded.  He  was  identified  from  the 
first  with  the  religious  progress  of  the  growing  town 
of  his  adoption,  having  been  active  in  the  building  of 
the  Stone  Church,  and  with  no  narrow  sectarian 
spirit  giving  of  his  means  and  influence  to  promote 
the  moral  and  spiritual  good  of  the  people. 

June  9,  1864,  Mr.  Bartlett  celebrated  his  golden 
wedding,  which  was  u  very  happy  aud  memorable  oc- 
casion. In  the  summer  of  1861,  with  his  characteris- 
tic kindness,  he  was  on  his  way  to  the  resideuce  of 
his  sick  friend,  James  B  Congdon,  to  try  to  induco 
him  to  drive  out  with  him  td  take  the  air,  when  by 
colliaion  with  a  runaway  team  he  was  thrown  to  the 
pavement,  an  accident  which  at  the  time  nearly  cost 
him  his  life,  and  from  which  ho  never  wholly  re- 
covered. 

After  ten  years  of  weakness  and  yet  continued  use- 
fulness in  his  work  of  bcuevolence,  he  died  peace- 
fully Feb.  6, 1871,  lamented  not  aloue  by  his  kindred 
and  friends,  but  by  none  more  deeply  than  the  poor 
of  the  city. 


CHARLES  It.  LEONARD. 

Charles  H.  Leonard,  son  of  Qeorge  and  Cynthia 
Leonard,  was  born  in  Middleborough,  Plymouth  Co., 
Mass.,  Sept.  23,  1814.  When  he  was  seven  years  of 
age  his  parents  removed  to  the  neighboring  town  of 
Rochester.  After  attending  the  public  schools  during 
the  winters,  he  entered  the  academy  at  Middleborough, 
a  school  of  excellent  repute,  the  advantages  of  which 
he  enjoyed  and  improved  for  three  years.  Like  most 
New  England  boys,  ambitious  and  self-reliant,  he  was 
eager  to  make  his  way  iu  life,  and  took  the  usual  step 
of  engaging  as  a  clerk  in  a  country  store.  After  a 
year's  experience  there  he  speut  the  throe  or  four 
years  following  in  the  counting-room  of  Mr.  Alfred 
Qibbs,  a  comniiasion  merchant  in  New  Bedford,  where 
his  abilities  had  a  better  test  and  freer  scope. 

At  that  time  was  developed  what  was  not  inaptly 
termed  the  "  Western  fever,"  au  eager  and  impetuous 
rush  of  emigration  to  the  great  West  as  a  new  Kl 
Dorado.  Young  Leonard  took  the  disease,  but  in  so 
mild  a  form  that  a  year's  experience  cured  him,  aud 
left  him  all  the  better  fitted  for  his  life-work.  Re- 
turning to  New  Bedford,  his  career  as  a  merchant  at 
once  began.  Intrusted  by  an  uncle  with  a  shipment 
of  oil  for  sale  iu  New  York,  ho  visited  that  city  and 
addressed  himself  to  the  discharge  of  his  commission. 
After  a  succession  of  disappointments  and  discourage- 
ments, and  when  he  had  concluded  to  give  up  his  en- 
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terprixe  as  a  fiiilure,  a  fortunate  turn  of  event*  en- 
nhled  him  to  compass  success.  A  change  of  wind, 
which  for  two  days  prevented  the  nailing  of  t lie  vessel 
iti  which  the  oil  was  to  t>e  taken  back  to  New  Bed- 
for<l,  tint  only  secured  a  prosperous  Issue  of  the  ven- 
ture, bnt,  as  he  was  fond  of  saying  in  after-life,  de- 
cided his  fortuno  as  a  business  man. 

What  he  had  learned  in  that  brief  sojourn  of  New 
York  and  its  business  methods  fixed  his  resolve  to 
try  hit  fortune  in  that  city,  and  in  1838  he  took  a 
store  on  Front  Street,  near  Roosevelt  Street,  and 
started  in  the  oil  trade.  Two  years  later  he  took  as 
partner  Mr.  Horatio  Leonard,  a  cousin,  removing  to 
140  Front  Street,  and  also  establishing  an  oil  manu- 
factory in  Brooklyn.  The  manufactory  was  unsuc- 
cessful, and  in  three  years  the  firm  failed  and  was 
dissolved.  Having  effected  a  settlement  with  the 
creditors  of  the  firm,  Mr.  Leonard  soon  embarked 
anew  and  alone  at  the  old  stand  in  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  sperm  and  whaleoil  and  candles,  building 
up  an  extensive  and  prosperous  business,  and  build- 
ing, too,  what  is  rarer  and  better,  a  character  of  spot- 
less integrity. 

At  this  time  he  commenced  the  manufacture  of  oil 
and  candles  in  New  Bedford,  where  his  purchases  of 
crude  oil  were  mostly  made,  having  leased  what  were 
known  as  the  old  Marsh  Works  in  that  city.  There 
he  continued  the  manufacture  until  1853,  when  he 
removed  to  the  works  purchased  by  him  of  O.  A 
O.  O.  Crocker,  on  the  corner  of  8outh  8econd  and 
South  Streets.  These  he  at  once  enlarged  to  double  j 
their  former  capacity,  fitted  them  with  new  and  im- 
proved machinery,  made  them  superior  in  every  re- 
spect to  any  other  establishment  of  the  kind,  managed 
them  to  the  close  of  his  life,  and  made  such  wise  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  them  in  his  will  that  their  reputa- 
tion has  since  been  fully  maintained. 

Though  Mr.  Leonard  never  entirely  withdrew  from 
active  business,  the  excellent  assistants  whom  he  had 
trained,  and  whose  affectionate  regard  and  devotion 
to  his  interests  he  had  won  by  years  of  considerate 
kindness,  relieved  him  of  attention  to  details,  and 
enabled  him  to  spend  most  of  his  summers  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Rochester.  This  he  transformed  into  a 
most  attractive  country  residence,  making  improve- 
ments in  every  direction,  aud  by  his  lavish  outlay  of 
money  giving  needed  employment  to  hundreds  of  his 
townsmen.  It  was  there,  in  his  pleasant  home,  sur- 
rounded by  those  who  best  knew  and  most  loved  him, 
in  the  midst  of  a  people  who  idolized  him  as  a  bene- 
factor and  a  cherished  friend,  that  on  the  24th  of 
October,  1868,  he  died. 

As  a  merchant,  Mr.  Leonard  exhibited  sagacity, 
breadth  of  view,  a  watchful  regard  to  details,  a  deli- 
cate sense  of  honor  in  all  his  transactions,  and  tin-  : 
swerving  fidelity  to  every  engagement.  His  word  , 
was  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  that  was  equal  to  gold. 
Bold  in  his  operations,  he  was  at  the  same  time  cau- 
tious and  conservative  J  and  these  operations  were  al- 


ways within  the  limita  of  his  legitimate  business. 
Ho  yielded  to  no  temptations  of  profits  from  outside 
ventures  and  speculations,  but  confined  himself  to 
the  path  in  which  he  was  winning  fortune  and  repu- 
tation. He  was  exact,  but  not  exacting,  claiming  hi* 
just  dues  to  a  penny,  but  always  liberal  and  indulgent 
to  an  unfortunate  debtor.  He  never  ignored  the  sa- 
credness  of  pecuniary  obligations,  or  rested  in  the  easy  > 
faith  that  a  compromise  with  a  creditor  or  a  discharge 
by  a  court  of  insolvency  is  tantamount  to  payment. 
When  years  of  patient  and  prosperous  endeavor 
brought  him  the  means,  ho  paid  to  his  early  credi- 
tors every  mill  that  was  due  to  them,  principal  and 
interest. 

In  social  life  Mr.  Leonard  was  a  great  favorite. 
Of  fine  person,  winning  manners,  and  pleasing  ad- 
dress, equable  in  temperament  and  kindly  in  dispo- 
sition, unselfish  and  generous,  he  could  not  but  make 
friends.  He  did  good  aa  he  had  opportunity,  and  he 
made  the  opportunity.  It  was  not  alone  in  the  exer- 
cise of  an  enlightened  public  spirit,  in  aiding  religious, 
educational,  and  charitable  institutions,  or  in  the  be- 
stowment  of  alms  that  his  benevolence  showed  itself. 
"The  cause  which  he  knew  not  he  searched  out;" 
he  anticipated  needs  almost  before  their  pressure  was 
felt  by  the  sufferer,  and  sweetened  his  gifts  by  a  price- 
less sympathy.  He  was  fortunate  in  his  domestic  rela- 
tions. Of  his  marriage  one  competent  to  judge  says 
it  was  "  a  union  which  proved  uncommonly  felicitous, 
and  to  which,  by  reason  of  its  sympathies,  its  happy 
influence,  and  encouragemeut,  must  be  attributed  no 
small  part  of  the  noble  results  of  his  life." 

Religion  added  to  the  native  graces  of  the  man. 
*'  His  religious  character,"  says  Rev.  George  L,  Pren- 
tiss, with  whose  church  in  New  York  he  united,  and 
who,  both  in  New  Bedford  and  New  York,  knew  him 
intimately,  "as  it  unfolded,  was  marked  by  the  same 
attractive  and  aolid  trait*  which  distinguished  the 
man.  His  piety  wa*  not  demonstrative,  it  was  rather 
of  a  shrinking  and  reticent  temper;  but  it  gAve 
ample  proof  of  its  sincerity  and  power  by  the  benign 
and  excellent  fruits  that  adorned  its  path." 


HON.  J0SBP1I  GKINNEMj. 
Hon.  Joseph  Grinnell,  our  venerable  citizen,  pro- 
foundly respected  in  the  community,  brings  to  the 
discharge  of  his  daily  duties  that  clearness  of  mind 
and  great  practical  judgment  for  which  he  has  been 
so  distinguished.  He  was  born  in  New  Bedford  on 
the  17th  of  November,  1788.  His  father  was  Capt. 
Cornelius  Grinnell,  who  had  in  the  Revolution  served 
his  country  on  land  and  on  the  sea.  After  several 
years  spent  as  commander  in  the  merchant  service  he 
established  himself  in  business  in  New  Bedford,  where 
he  died  in  1800,  in  the  ninety-third  year  of  hia  age, 
honored  and  respected.  His  mother  was  8ilvla  How- 
land,  to  whose  lovely  character  and  steady  discharge 
of  dutj  her  children  were  largely  indebted  for  the 
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•access  and  honors  to  which  they  have  arrived.  She 
deceased  Aug.  1,  1837,  in  the  seventy-second  year  of 
her  age. 

Mr.  Orinnell  commenced  his  mercantile  life  as 
clerk  to  his  father  and  uncle  on  Central  wharf  in 
this  city.  At  twenty  years  of  age  he  wus  appointed 
deputy  collector  and  surveyor  of  this  |iort.  In  1810 
be  commenced  business  in  New  York,  in  cotnpauy 
with  his  uncle  John  H.  Howland,  under  the  firm  of 
Howland  &  Orinnell.  Their  business  was  very  suc- 
cessful until  the  war  of  1812,  when  nearly  all  of  their 
vessels  were  captured  and  condemned.  In  1814  this 
firm  was  dissolved. 

In  1815  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  his  cousin, 
Capt.  Preserved  Fish.  The  firm-name  was  Fish  & 
Grinnell.  Capt.  Fish  continued  as  partner  until 
1825.  Upon  his  retiring  Mr.  Orinnell  admitted  hi* 
brothers,  Henry  and  Moses  H.,  as  copartners  under 
the  style  of  Fisb,  Grinnell  &  Co. 

At  the  close  of  1828,  his  health  becoming  impaired, 
he  withdrew  from  the  firm. 

Mr.  Robert  B.  Minturn,  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr. 
Henry  Orinnell,  was  admitted  as  a  partner,  under  the 
style  of  Orinnell,  Minturn  &  Co.,  now  world-wide  in 
reputation. 

Early  in  1829,  with  his  wife  and  adopted  daughter, 
he  sailed  for  Europe,  and  returned  in  the  latter  part 
of  1830,  when  he  concluded  to  settle  in  his  native 
town.  He  built  the  elegant  mansion  in  which  he 
resides  in  1831-82.  At  the  same  time  he  contracted 
with  Messrs.  Benjamiu  Barstow  &  Sons,  of  Matta- 
poisett,  to  build  the  ship  "Oneida,"  and  with  Messrs. 
Jethro  A  Zachariah  Hillman  to  build  the  ship 
"George  Washington."  The  former  was  employed 
in  the  China  trade,  and  the  latter  in  the  New  York 
and  Liverpool  line  of  packets,  both  vessels  by  their 
good  qualities  adding  to  the  high  reputation  of  the 
builders. 

In  1832  the  Marine  Bank,  now  the  First  National, 
was  chartered,  and  unexpectedly  to  Mr.  Orinnell  he 
was  elected  president.  Under  his  administration  it 
proved  very  successful.  He  continued  in  office  until 
1878,  when  he  insisted  upon  being  relieved.  He  still 
continues  as  a  director,  and  is  regular  at  the  meetings 
of  the  board. 

In  1838  a  movement  was  made  towards  building  u 
railroad  from  this  city  to  Taunton,  to  form  a  through 
connection  to  Boston  and  Providence,  and  a  charter 
obtained.  At  the  organization  of  the  company,  Mr. 
Orinnell  was  urged  to  accept  the  presidency,  and 
finally  accepted  and  continued  at  its  head  as  long  as 
it  remained  a  separate  corporation.  The  same  year  he 
was  chosen  a  councilor  of  Massachusetts,  and  re-elected 
in  1839  and  1840,  when  he  declined  serving  longer. 

In  1840  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Boston  and  Providence  Railroad,  and  in  1841  Its 
president,  in  which  office  he  continued  until  1840, 
when  he  declined  serving  longer,  but  continued  as 
director  until  1863,  when  he  retired  from  the  board. 

/ 


In  1843,  Mr.  Grinnell  was  elected  to  Congress  from 
this  district  to  serve  the  unexpired  term  of  Hon. 
Barker  Burnell,  who  had  deceased,  and  was  re-elected 
for  the  three  succeeding  terms,  making  a  service  of 
eight  years  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
declined  serving  longer. 

It  would  fill  too  large  a  space  to  follow  him  in  his 
Congressional  career.  His  eminent  practical  ability 
and  large  knowledge  of  mercantile  affairs  made  his 
services  very  valuable.  He  was  on  the  Committees 
of  Post-Offices  and  Post  Koads,  Manufactures  and 
Commerce.  He  bad  the  respect  of  the  whole  House, 
and  every  bill  introduced  by  him  was  passed,  notwith- 
standing a  strong  opposition  to  some  of  the  measures 
he  advocated. 

To  him  we  are  indebted  for  the  first  reduction  on 
postage  to  five  cents  upon  a  single  letter  to  any  place 
in  the  United  States ;  for  the  veutilation  of  ships,  and 
hence  the  disappearance  of  ship  fever;  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  life-boaU  at  various  stations  upou  tho 
coast,  and  for  various  other  matters  of  national  bene- 
fit. During  his  service  upon  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures his  mind  was  strongly  impressed  of  the  neces- 
sity of  some  other  business  than  that  of  the  whale 
fisheries  being  introduced  into  his  native  town.  He 
saw  clearly  that  the  time  was  fust  approaching  when 
that  pursuit  would  become  precarious  and  unprofit- 
able, and  if  there  were  no  other  calling  offered,  that 
the  town  would  gradually  decay  and  be  deserted  by 
the  rising  generation. 

He  took  occasion  to  refer  to  it  in  conversation  with 
the  leading  merchants  here,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
year  or  two  a  strong  feeling  grow  up  in  favor  of 
investing  some  of  the  surplus  wealth  in  manufac- 
tures. 

A  charter  was  obtained  in  1856  for  a  cotton-factory, 
but  Mr.  Grinnell  at  that  time  declined  embarking  in 
the  enterprise  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  every- 
thing connected  with  the  busiucss.  In  1848  a  reaction 
took  place,  material  and  machinery  became  cheap, 
and  he  then  came  forward  and  urged  the  erection  of 
a  factory.  A  charter  was  obtained,  and  a  capital  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  subscribed, 
with  the  understanding  that  he  should  be  the  presi- 
dent, although  reluctant  to  accept  the  poeition,  as  he 
bad  no  practical  knowledge  of  the  busiucss.  Having 
accepted,  however,  he  gave  his  whole  mind  to  the 
work.  The  kind  and  quality  of  goods  to  be  manu- 
factured was  mainly  the  decision  of  its  president,  and 
to  that  decision  probably  is  owing  the  great  success 
that  has  attended  the  enterprise.  A  more  detailed 
description  is  given  in  the  history  of  the  Wamsutta 
Mills.  He  still  remains  president,  aud  daily  gives 
his  attention  to  the  general  supervision  of  its  affairs. 

Mr.  Grinnell  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Sarah,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Abraham  Rus- 
sell of  this  town,  to  whom  he  was  married  May  14, 
1812.  For  fifty  years  she  was  his  helpmate,  filling 
her  place  with  a  dignity  and  kindness  that  endeared 
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her  to  every  one  that  approached  her.  She  deceased 
July  27,  1862. 

Ilia  second  wife  wax  Mrs.  Rebecca  Kinsman,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Ali  j. ili  (,'hace,  of  Salem,  a  lady  of  superior 
menial  ability,  greatly  beloved  by  all  her  friends,  and 
admired  by  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  With 
her  he  again  visited  Europe  in  1869,  partly  in  the  in- 
terests nf  the  Wamsntta  Mills,  and  partly  to  gratify 
the  strong  desire  of  his  wife  and  himself  to  attend  the 
yearly  meeting  of  Friends  iu  Dublin  and  London. 
They  returned  in  the  fall  after  a  six  months'  absence. 

Mrs.  Refiecca  Grinned  deceased  July  C,  1882.  His 
great  ngc  Kits  lightly  upon  him.  His  long  life  is  al- 
most coeval  with  his  native  town,  and  he  has  seen  it 
grow  from  a  small  village  to  its  present  proportions. 
Its  industries,  business  and  wealth  have  all  been 
created  within  his  knowledge,  and  many  of  its  enter- 
prises have  received  his  fostering  care  and  assistance. 
He  has  mingled  freely  with  the  leading  men  of  tho 
nation,  and  is  widely  known  and  honored. 

Strict  integrity,  a  prompt  discharge  of  duty,  a  clear 
head,  and  strong  common  sense  have  made  him  our 
foremost  citizen  riorum  et  venerabile  twmen. 


THE  UOTCH  FAMILY  OF  NANTl'CKKT  AND  NBW 
HKDFORI). 

The  ancestors  of  this  family,  which  has  been  so 
prominently  connected  with  the  early  history  of 
Nantucket  and  New  Bedford,  came  from  Snlisbury, 
England,  and  settled  first  in  Provincetown,  Scituate, 
and  other  places  in  Eastern  Massachusetts.  The  first 
of  the  name  who  is  mentioned  among  the  genealogi- 
cal records  of  New  England  was  William  Rotch,  who 
was  born  in  Salisbury  iu  1670,  and  came  to  America 
about  the  year  1700  or  soon  after,  settling  in  Prov- 
incetown. The  records  show  that  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century  he  was  a  prominent  citizen  and 
took  an  active  part  in  town  matters.  His  name  often 
appears  in  subscriptions  for  valuable  publications, 
and  among  the  archives  of  Massachusetts  is  a  petition 
presented  in  1741  to  the  Legislature  by  citizens  of 
Provincetown,  in  which  William  Rotch  signs  first. 

William  Rotch,  of  Provincetown,  had  two  sons, 
Joseph  and  Benjamin.  The  former  lived  in  Brain- 
tree  and  Falmouth,  and  afterwards  went  to  Nan- 
tucket, where  he  married  Love  Macy,  a  descendant 
of  Thomas  Macy,  the  first  immigrant  to  Nantucket, 
in  1609.  From  Joseph  Rotch  and  Live  Macy  are 
descended  the  Rotches  of  Nantucket  and'  New  Bed- 
ford, while  Benjamin,  the  second  son  of  William, 
was  the  ancestor  of  the  Frovineetowu  branch,  whose 
descendants  now  live  at  Easton,  Mass.,  Mount  Ver- 
non, N.  II.,  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  other  places. 

Joseph  Rotch  ( 1704^84)  was  an  enterprising  mer- 
chant of  Nantucket,  and  was  held  in  high  estimation 
by  his  fellow-citizens.  In  1766  he  removed  to  New 
Bedford,  whose  beautiful  harbor  he  selected  as  being 
especially  eligible  and  advantageous  for  the  prosecu- 


tion of  the  whale-fishery.  "  Thia  event,"  as  stated 
by  one  of  tho  historian*  of  New  Bedford,  "was  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  this  acquisition  of  capi- 
tal, accompanied  with  the  ripe  experience,  clear- 
headed sagacity,  and  skilled  methods  of  this  accom- 
plished merchant,  gave  an  impetus  to  the  infaut 
industry  of  New  Bedford,  which  insured  its  perma- 
nence and  success."  New  Bedford  was  originally  a 
part  of  Dartmouth,  but  as  a  little  village  bad  already 
begun  to  appear,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  give  it 
a  particular  designation  from  the  rest  of  the  old 
township;  and  upon  a  public  occasion  Joseph  Rotch 
suggested  that  the  name  should  be  "  Bedford,"  in 
honor  of  Joseph  Russell,  who  bore  the  family  name 
of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  which  was  readily  adopted 
by  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants. 

Mr.  Rotch  purchased  from  Joseph  Russell,  besides 
several  smaller  lots,  ten  acres  of  land  in  one  tract  in 
tho  centre  of  what  is  now  the  business  portion  of  the 
city  of  Now  Bedford,  and  waa  identified  in  many 
ways  with  the  early  history  of  the  town.  His  house, 
situated  on  what  was  formerly  known  as  Rotch's  Hill, 
Water  8treet,  was  burned  by  the  British  troops  during 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

His  family  consisted  of  three  sons,  William,  Joseph, 
apd  Francis. 

William  Rotch  (1784-1828)  was  born  in  Nantucket, 
where  he  lived  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  com- 
parative wealth,  integrity,  and  heroic  devotion  to 
what  ho  believed  waa  right,  rendered  him  a  conspicu- 
ous man  in  the  community,  and  enabled  him  to 
render  important  services  to  his  fellow-citizens, 
whether  he  pleaded  the  cause  of  the  helpless  and, 
destitute  upon  the  quarter-deck  of  a  British  man-of- 
war,  or  before  the  Provincial  Council  at  Boston. 

In  a  sketch  of  his  personal  reeollcctionB  during  the 
war  ho  said,  "  From  the  year  1776  to  the  end  of  the 
war  we  were  in  continual  embarraaamenta.  Our  ves- 
sels were  captured  by  the  English,  and  we  were  some- 
times in  danger  of  being  starved.  The  exposed  situ- 
ation of  the  island  made  it  extremely  difficult  to  elude 
the  numerous  cruisers  that  were  always  in  the  vicinity, 
and  months  would  frequently  elapse  before  any  aup- 
pliea  could  be  obtained  from  the  main  land." 

The  troubles  of  Nantucket  did  not  end  with  the 
war,  the  whale  fishery  being  ruined  by  the  heavy 
"  alien  duty"  of  eighteen  pounds  sterling  per  ton  im- 
posed upon  American  oil  for  tho  protection  of  British 
subjects,  Great  Britain  being  then  the  "only  market 
nf  any  consequence  for  sperm  oil."  Sperm  oil  was 
sold  at  Nantucket  after  the  peace  at  seventeen  pounds 
per  ton,  which  before  the  war  was  worth  thirty  pounds. 
Mr.  Rotch  estimates  the  losses  he  had  sustaiued  by 
captures  during  the  Revolutionary  war  at  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  for  two  years  after  the  war  the 
business  waa  continued  at  a  certain  loss.  In  this  des- 
perate state  of  things  Mr.  Rotch  saw  no  alternative 
for  the  prosecution  of  his  business  but  to  proceed  to 
England  and  endeavor  to  establish  the  whale  fishery 
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there.  He  had  several  interviews  with  William  Pitt, 
the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  with  Lord 
Hawksbury,  but  they  would  not  content  to  the  intro- 
duction into  England  of  any  American-built  ship*. 
Mr.  Rotch  proceeded  to  France  and  laid  his  proposi- 
tions before  the  comptroller  of  finance,  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs,  and  other  officials,  who  extended  a 
cordial  welcome,  and  the  business  was  finally  estab- 
lished at  Dunkirk. 

"Full  of  most  interesting  incident  is  the  story  of 
William  Rotch's  residence  in  France.  The  striking 
and  instructive  aspect  of  his  life  while  there  is  that 
perfect  harmony  and  consistency  of  character  main- 
tained by  him  in  all  the  circumstances  in  which  he 
was  placed.  The  French  revolution  brought  suffer- 
ing and  danger  to  him  and  his  family,  but  there  was 
no  wavering  in  the  firmness  with  which  be  maintained 
the  principles  of  his  faith,— as  true  to  him  when  the 
mob  howled  about  his  dwelling  at  Dunkirk  as  when 
.  he  plead  the  cause  of  Christian  liberty  before  the 
National  Assembly  at  Paris,  with  Mirabeau  as  its 
president." 

True  to  his  Quaker  principles,  when  he  appeared 
before  the  National  Assembly  he  refused  to  take  off 
his  hat  or  to  wear  one  of  the  cockades  which  were 
considered  necessary  for  every  one  in  order  to  avert 
•uspicion  on  the  part  of  the  lower  classes. 

"  In  the  course  of  the  year  1792,"  he  writes,  "  fresh 
trials  awaited  us.  A  great  insurrection  took  place  in 
Dunkirk,  founded  upon  a  rumor  of  the  exportation 
of  corn.  Several  houses  were  attacked,  their  furni- 
ture totally  destroyed,  and  many  of  our  friends  but 
just  escaped  with  their  lives.  Martial  law  was  pro- 
claimed, and  whenever  five  men  were  seen  together  in 
the  evening  or  night  orders  were  given  to  fire  upon 
them.  Upon  the  announcement  of  a  victory  of  the 
French  over  the  Auatriana  a  general  illumination 
was  ordered,  but  as  we  could  take  no  part  in  war,  we 
refused  to  join  in  rejoicings  for  victory.  'Well,' 
said  the  mayor,  'keep  to  your  principles.  Your 
houses  are  your  own,  but  the  streets  are  ours,  and  we 
shall  pursue  such  measures  as  we  think  proper  for  the 
peace  of  this  town.'  We  retired,  though  not  without 
some  fear  that  they  would  send  an  armed  force.  How- 
over,  they  took  another  method,  and  sent  men  to  erect 
a  frame  before  our  house  and  hang  a  dozen  lamps 
upon  it.  The  mayor  had  also  the  great  kindness  to 
have  a  similar  frame  with  lamps  placed  before  his 
own  house,  in  addition  to  the  usual  full  illumination, 
and  he  placed  a  man  in  front  of  our  house  to  assure 
the  people  that  we  were  not  opposed  to  the  govern- 
ment." 

In  1793,  when  war  was  imminent  between  England 
and  France,  it  became  necessary  to  leave  Dunkirk  to 
prevent  the  capture  of  the  ships  by  the  English.  Mr. 
Rotch  writes  as  follows:  "Two  of  our  ships  were  cap- 
tured full  of  oil  and  condemned,  but  we  recovered 
both  by  my  being  in  England,  where  I  arrived  two 
weeks  before  the  war  took  place. 


"  Louis  XVI.  was  guillotined  two  days  after  I  left 
France,  an  event  solemnly  anticipated  and  deeply 
deplored  by  many  who  dared  not  inauifesl  what  they 

felt," 

Ho  finally  left  Europe,  July  24,  1794,  with  his 
family  in  the  ship  "  Barclay,"  and  after  a  long  passage 
of  sixty-one  days  once  more  reached  America.  After 
a  year's  residence  in  Nantucket,  he  removed  to  New 
Bedford  in  1795,  where  he  remained  till  his  death,  in 
1828,  in  his  ninety-fifth  year.  His  residence  was  the 
"  Mansion  House,"  at  the  corner  of  Union  and  North 
Second  Streets.  • 

The  author  of  "The  History  of  New  Bedford" 
speaks  of  him  as  follows:  "His  venerable  and  patri- 
archal appearance  during  the  latter  part  of  hit  life  is 
well  remembered  by  the  writer.  Tall  and  dignified 
in  his  persou,  his  face  expressive  of  beuevoleuce,  with 
hit  long  silvery  locks  and  the  drab-colored  suit  of  the 
stylo  of  tho  Society  of  Friends,  couibinud  with  his 
noble  and  philanthropic  character,  rendered  him  an 
object  of  profound  respect  to  his  fellow-citixcna,  as 
well  as  to  his  numerous  friends  among  the  distin- 
guished merchants  and  men  in  public  life  at  home 
and  abroad.  He  was  a  fine  specimen  of  a  merchant, 
a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  frank,  generous,  high- 
minded  in  its  truest  sense,  of  broad  and  liberal  views, 
a  friend  of  the  oppressed  and  down-troddeti,  in  fine,  a 
more  perfect  character  it  has  never  fallen  to  our  lot  to 
know,  and  is  probably  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  any 
community." 

William  Rotch  was  the  owner  of  the  famous  ship 
"Bedford,"  which  first  displayed  the  American  flag 
in  British  waters,  an  event  which  is  thus  described  in 
Barnard's  "  History  of  England:" 

"The  ship  'Bedford,'  Capl.  Moores,  belonging  to 
the  Massachusetts,  arrived  in  the  Downs  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1783,  and  was  reported  at  the  custom-house 
on  the  6th  instant.  She  was  not  allowed  regular  en- 
try until  some  consultation  had  token  place  between 
the  commissioners  of  the  customs  and  the  I«urds  of 
Council,  on  account  of  tho  many  acta  of  Parliament 
in  force  against  the  rebels  of  Auierica.  She  was 
loaded  with  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven  butts  of 
whale-oil,  is  American  built,  manned  wholly  by 
American  seamen,  ami  belongs  to  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket, in  Massachusetts.  This  is  the  first  vessel 
which  has  displayed  the  thirteen  rebellious  stripes  of 
America  in  auy  British  |>ort." 

Francis  Rotch  (1760-1822),  the  younger  brother  of 
William,  was  also  a  successful  merchant  and  the 
owner  of  several  ships,  among  which  was  the  "  Dart- 
mouth," from  which  the  tea  was  throwu  overboard  in 
Boston  harbor  Dec.  16,  1773. 

It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that,  by  two  occur- 
rences associated  with  the  beginning  and  close  of  the 
war,  the  two  shi|is,  "  Dartmouth"  and  "  Bedford," 
owned  by  tho  two  brothers,  Fraucis  and  William 
Rotch,  should  have  thus  made  memorable  the  names 
of  the  mother  town  and  the  infant  village. 
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Nancy  Rotch,  the  widow  of  Francis,  lived  during 
the  latter  yean  of  her  life  on  the  corner  of  Walnut 
and  Sixth  Streeta  in  New  lledford. 

William  Rotch,  Jr.  (1759-1850),  was  born  at  Nan- 
tucket, and  moved  to  New  Bedford  noon  after  the 
Revolutionary  war,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  is  well  remembered  by  mnny  person* 
now  living  as  one  of  the  prominent  merchants*  of 
New  Bedford  during  the  first  half  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  and  the  first 
president  of  the  New  Bedford  Institution  for  Savings 
in  1825.  He  subscribed  nearly  half  of  the  money 
raised  for  the  erection  of  the  Friends'  Academy, 
which  was  built  in  1811,  upon  lend  given  for  the  pur- 
pose by  his  father,  and  was  the  first  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  his  father  being  the  first  president. 

His  residence  for  many  years  was  the  building  now 
occupied  by  the  Bethel  Hoarding-House,  then  situ- 
ated at  the  corner  of  William  and  Water  Streets, 
nearly  opposite  the  Merchants'  National  Bank.  He 
lived  afterwards  on  County  Street,  his  house  and 
grounds  being  purchased  after  his  death  by  the  late 
Edward  C.  Jones. 

One  of  his  especial  characteristics  was  his  hospi- 
tality towards  strangers  coming  to  New  Bedford, 
whether  rich  or  |»oor,  whom  he  entertained  with  sim- 
plicity and  courtliness. 

He,  as  well  as  his  father,  was  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  anti-slavery  cause,  and  assisted  many  a  bond- 
man to  obtain  his  freedom. 

Benjamin  Rotch,  the  second  son  of  William  Rotch, 
Sr.,  was  born  at  Nantucket,  and  accompanied  bis 
father  to  England  and  France  in  1785.  After  the 
outbreak  of  the  French  revolution,  when  his  father 
returned  to  America,  Benjamin  went  to  England,  and 
soon  after  to  Milford  Haven,  where  he  established  the 
whale-fishery  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment. He  afterwards  went  to  London,  where  he 
and  his  wife  lived  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

Two  of  the  children  of  Benjamin — Francis  and 
Eliza— came  to  America,  where  they  married  and  re- 
mained until  their  death.  Francis  married  Ann 
Morgan,  sUtcr  of  Charles  W.  Morgan,  of  New  Bcd- 
iord,  and  Eliza  married  Professor  John  Farrar,  a  cele- 
brated mathematician  of  Cambridge. 

Mrs.  Farrar  (1792-1870)  was  an  authoress  of  some 
note.  Among  her  earliest  publication*  are  "The 
Children's  Robinson  Crusoe,"  "  Life  of  Lafayette," 
"  Howard,"  and  "  Youth's  letter  Writer."  Her  most 
popular  work,  "  Young  Lady's  Friend"  (1837),  passed 
through  many  editions  in  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land. Her  "  Recollections  of  Seventy  Years,"  pub- 
lished in  1865,  contains  many  interesting  anecdotes 
of  the  distinguished  persons  whom  she  met  during 
her  eventful  life,  and  she  was  considered  one  of  the 
most  accomplished  and  refined  women  of  her  lime. 

The  second  son  of  Benjamin  Rotch,  named  also 
Benjamin,  was  a  barrister  in  London,  a  member  of 


Parliament,  and  chairman  fur  several  years  of  the 
board  of  Middlesex  magistrates  in  London. 

The  youngest  son,  Thomas  Dickoson,  was  brought 
up  as  a  civil  engineer,  and  was  noted  for  his  inven- 
tive ability.  His  son,  William  D.,  Is  a  distinguished 
barrister,  formerly  of  London,  now  of  Liverpool,  and 
is  a  great  admirer  of  American  institutions  and  re- 
publican principles. 

William  Rotch,  Jr.  (1759-1850),  married  Elizabeth 
Rodman,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  had  five  children, — 
Snrah,  who  married  James  Arnold,  of  New  Bedford ; 
William  R.,  who  married  Caroline  Stockton,  of 
Princeton,  N.  J. ;  Joseph,  who  married  Ann  Smith, 
of  Philadelphia;  Thomas,  who  married  Susan  Ridge- 
way,  of  Philadelphia ;  and  Mary,  who  married  Charles 
Fleming  and  afterwards  George  B.  Emerson.  Wil- 
liam R.  Rotch  had  two  children,  Horatio  and  Mary 
(who  married  Capt.  Charles  Huuter,  of  Newport). 

Joseph  Rotch  41790-1839)  had  five  children,— 
Elizabeth  (who  married  Joseph  Angier),  Benjamin 
S.,  William  J.,  Rodman,  and  Joanna. 

Benjamin  S.  Rotch  (1817-82)  graduated  at  Har- 
vard in  1838,  he  and  his  brother  William  being  the 
two  marshals  of  the  class  which  numbered  among  its 
members  Lowell,  Eustis,  Devens,  Story,  and  many 
other  well-known  men.  In  1846  he  married  the  eldest 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence,  and  accom- 
panied the  latter  to  England  when  he  was  appointed 
our  minister  at  the  court  of  St.  James.  It  was  dur- 
ing this  and  subsequent  visits  to  Europe  that  he  had 
the  opportunity  to  improve  and  cultivate  that  interest 
in  the  fine  arts  which  rendered  his  influence  in  artis- 
tic matters  most  valuable.  His  careful  study  of  for- 
eign collections,  supplemented  by  practical  work, 
made  him  a  competent  and  fastidious  critic,  as  well 
as  a  painter  whose  landscapes  have  shown  to  advan- 
tage in  many  local  exhibitions.  He  was  a  trustee  of 
the  Boston  Athenreum  and  of  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts,  and  chairman  of  its  committee.  He  also  filled 
most  successful ly  many  other  public  and  private  offices 
which  were  confided  to  him. 

He  had  seven  children,— Edith,  Arthur,  Aimee 
(who  married  Winthrop  Sargent),  Catharine  (de- 
ceased), Annio  L.,  William  (deceased),  and  Abbott 
Lawrence. 

Arthur  Rotch  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1871,  and 
then  pursued  a  thorough  course  of  architecture  at  the 
"fccole  des  Beaux  Arts"  at  Paris.  On  his  return 
from  abroad  ho  settled  in  Boston,  where  he  has  been 
very  successful  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
has  paid  considerable  attention  to  matters  pertaining 
to  art  and  music 

Abbott  Lawrence  Rotch  at  an  early  age  exhibited 
a  decided  taste  for  mechanical  engineering,  and  is  uow 
a  student  in  the  Institute  of  Technology  in  Boston. 

William  J.  Rotch  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1838,  in 
the  same  class  with  his  brother  Benjamin,  with  whom 
he  was  afterwards  associated  in  many  business  enter- 
prises.  Together  with  L.  A.  Plurnmer,  of  New  Bed- 
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ford,  they  founded  the  New  Bedford  Cordage  Com- 
pany, which  bu  always  been  one  of  the  moat  success- 
ful corporations  of  that  city.  In  later  years  the  two 
brothers  were  among  the  first  to  discover  and  develop 
the  value  of  the  McKay  sewing-machine,  which  has 
since  won  a  world-wide  reputation. 

William  J.  Rotch  has  been  prominently  connected 
with  nearly  all  the  important  business  enterpriser  of 
New  Bedford  for  many  years,  and  has  hold  numerous  [ 
offices,  both  public  and  private,  of  honor  and  trust. 
In  1862,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three,  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Friends'  Academy  since  1850, 
and  has  been  a  director  in  many  manufacturing 
companies,  railroad  corporations,  and  banks  in  New 
Bedford  and  Boston. 

In  1842  he  married  Emily  Morgan,  daughter  of 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  of  New  Bedford,  who  died  in 
1861.  They  had  eight  children,  Charles  M.  (de- 
ceased), William,  Helen,  Morgan.  Isabel  M.  (who 
married  Pierre  Severance),  Sarah  H.  (who  married 
Frederick  Swift),  Emily  M.,and  Anna  S.  In  1866  he 
married  Clara  Morgan,  and  they  had  one  daughter, 
Mary  R. 

Alter  1876  Mr.  Rotch  lived  in  Boston  during  the 
winter, and  in  1881  he  went  abroad  with  his  wife  and 
four  daughters,  returning  in  the  fall  of  1882.  His 
residence  on  County  Street,  in  New  Bedford,  sur- 
rounded by  extensive  lawns  and  gardens,  which  cover 
several  acres  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  has  for  many 
years  been  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  Southern 
Massachusetts,  and  when  occupied  by  ita  former 
owner,  James  Arnold,  ita  spacious  grounds  and  green- 
houses, filled  with  rare  exotic  plants,  were  among  the 
principal  objects  of  interest  to  all  strangers  who  visited 
the  city. 

William  Rotch  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1865,  and 
after  a  three-years'  course  at  the  "  fccole  Impe- 
riale  Centrale  dea  Arts  et  Manufactures"  at  Paris,  re- 
ceived the  diploma  of  "  Ingcnieur  civil"  in  1860.  In 
1871  he  waa  appointed  assistant  engineer  of  the  Fall 
River  Water-Works,  the  construction  of  which  was 
begun  a  few  months  later ;  and  in  1874  he  was  ap- 
pointed chief  engineer  and  superintendent,  retaining 
the  position  until  the  completion  of  the  works.  He 
resigned  this  office  in  1680,  and  removed  to  Boston, 
where  he  was  appointed  consulting  engineer  and  pur- 
chasing  agent  of  the  Mexican  Central  Railway  Com- 
pany. He  has  been  consulting  engineer  and  treasurer 
of  several  other  railroad  corporations  during  the  last 
three  years. 

In  1878  he  married  Mary  Rotch  Eliot,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  M.  C,  and  has  had  five  chil- 
dren,—Edith  Eliot,  William,  Jr.,  Charles  Morgan, 
Mary  Eliot  (deceased),  and  Clara  Morgun. 

Morgan  Rotch  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1871,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  business  in  New  llcdfurd  1 
as  a  cotton-broker.    He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council,  is  a  director  of  the  National  Bank  of  I 


Commerce  of  New  Bedford,  and  of  several  other  cor- 
porations. In  1879  he  married  Josephine  O.,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  G.  Grinned,  of  New  Bedford,  and  has 
had  two  children,  Arthur  Grinnell  aud  Emily  Mor- 
gan. 

Rodman  Rotch  (1821-64)  left  New  Bedford  at  an 
early  age,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three.  He  married  Helen 
Morgan,  daughter  of  Thnmns  W.  Morgan,  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  had  two  children,  Anna  8.  and  Thomas 
Morgan. 

Thomas  Morgan  Rotch  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1870,  and,  aAer  studying  three  years  ut  the  Harvard 
Medical  School,  and  holding  the  position  of  house 
physician  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  for 
one  year,  took  tho  degree  of  Doctor  of  Mediciue.  He 
next  studied  for  two  years  in  the  hospitals  of  Ger- 
many and  France,  and  then  returned  to  Boston, 
where  he  began  to  practice  in  1876.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Instructor  in  Diseases  of  Children  in  the 
Harvard  Medical  School,  and  has  since  held  positions 
in  the  Boston  Dispensary,  the  Boston  City  Hospital, 
and  the  Children's  Hospital.  In  1874  he  married 
Helen,  daughter  of  William  J.  Rotch,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, and  has  one  son,  Thomas  Morgan  Rotch,  Jr. 

Seven  generations  of  this  family  have  lived  upon 
the  soil  of  New  Bedford  from  the  time  when  Joseph 
Rotch  purchased  the  "  ten-acre  lot"  in  1766,  and  sug- 
gested the  name  of  the  town,  and  probably  no  one 
family  has  had  a  greater  influence  iu  developing  its 
character  and  shaping  its  history. 

JONATHAN  UOUUNB. 
Jonathan  Bourne,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah 
Tobey  Bourne,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Monument, 
town  of  Sandwich,  Mass.,  March  26,  1811.  and  was 
the  tenth  of  a  family  of  eleven  children.  His  father, 
a  man  of  inflexible  will,  strong  good  sense,  and  ster- 
ling integrity,  was  a  farmer,  and  his  sous  were  trained 
to  habits  of  industry  and  learned  the  lessons  of  self- 
reliance.  At  the' age  of  seventeen  Mr.  Bourne  came 
to  this  city  and  entered  the  store  of  John  B.  Taylor, 
remaining  there  nine  months,  and  then  spent  the  win- 
ter montlis  at  home  in  attendance  at  the  village  school. 
The  next  spring  he  again  came  to  New  Bedford,  where 
he  attended  for  a  few  months  the  school  of  B.  F.  Fry, 
and  after  a  brief  visit  to  his  home,  found  employment 
in  the  grocery-store  of  John  Webster,  under  the  Man- 
sion House,  with  whom,  after  a  short  time,  he  entered 
into  partnership.  Soon  afterwards  he  purciiascd  Mr. 
Webster's  interest,  aud  managed  the  business  aloue 
until  1838,  when  he  sold  out  to  the  late  George  W. 
Howlund,  as  his  whaling  investments  were  becoming 
important  enough  to  demand  his  full  attention,  lie 
retained,  however,  an  ollico  at  his  old  xtaml,  and  being 
engaged  largely  both  as  owner  aud  agent  iu  the  whale 
fishery,  he  carried  on  his  business  there  until  1848, 
when  he  moved  into  the  counting-room  on  Merrill's 
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wharf  which  he  has  since  continuously  occupied. 
Devoted  to  hi*  business,  he  rapidly  increased  it,  until 
lie  became  at  one  time  the  owner,  probably,  of  more 
whaling  tonnage  than  any  other  man  in  the  country, 
if  not  in  the  world. 

During  the  late  civil  war,  when  other  owners,  dis- 
heartened at  the  prospect*  of  the  fishery,  were  selling 
their  vessel*  to  the  government  to  be  sunk,  stone- 
laden,  at  the  mouth  of  Charleston  Harbor,  Mr.  Bourne 
kept  his  faith  in  the  enterprise  and  purchased  five 
ships,  retaining  the  entire  ownership  of  three  of  them, 
and  prosecuted  the  business  with  redoubled  vigor,  and 
with  results  proving  his  sagacity. 

Always  interested  in  politics,  first  as  a  Whig  and 
later  as  a  Republican,  Mr.  Bourne  has  never  held  any  | 
l>oliticnl  office,  except  that  of  alderman,  which,  during 
the  early  history  of  the  city,  he  filled  for  five  con- 
secutive years.  Decided  in  his  views  upon  all  ques- 
tions that  came  before  the  board,  and  frank  and  fear- 
less in  expressing  them,  he  encountered  persistent 
opposition  at  the  polls,  but  never  failed  of  an  election. 

Mr.  Itourno  was  three  times  chosen  a  delegate  to 
the  National  Republican  Convention,  and  at  Chicago, 
in  18G0,  was  the  first  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation 
to  abandon  8cward  and  cast  a  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln.  For  five  terms,  of  two  years  each,  he  was 
elected  by  the  Legislature  a  Stato  director  of  the 
Western  (now  the  Boston  and  Albany)  Railroad.  In 
politic-,  as  in  business,  he  has  relied  mainly  upon  his 
own  judgment  of  men  and  measures,  and  always  had 
the  courage  of  his  convictions.  Upon  the  death  of 
Hon.  John  Avery  Parker,  Mr.  Bourne  was  chosen  as 
his  successor  in  the  direction  of  the  Merchants'  Bank, 
and  upon  the  death  of  Charles  R.  Tucker,  in  1876, 
was  unanimously  chosen  president  of  the  bank,  a 
position  he  now  holds.  He  also  succeeded  the  late 
W.  11.  Taylor,  Esq.,  as  president  of  the  Bristol  County 
Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Bourne's  early  educational  advantages  were 
limited  to  those  afforded  by  the  common  schools  in 
his  youth,  open  for  about  two  months  each  winter, 
and  kept  by  men  poorly  paid  and  often  as  poorly 
fitted  for  their  work,  and  by  the  brief  term  he  at- 
tended Mr.  Fry's  school  in  New  Bedford.  But  he 
made  good  use  of  them,  and  was  well  fitted  for  the 
larger  school  of  practical  affnirs  in  which  he  has 
taken  such  conspicuous  rank.  An  eminently  suc- 
cessful business  man,  the  secret  of  his  success  is  an 
open  one.  It  is  due  to  his  tireless  industry,  to  his 
promptness  that  never  failed  to  meet  every  financial 
obligation,  however  trivial  or  however  large,  to  his 
remarkable  personal  attention  to  details,  and  to  a 
probity  and  courage,  tempered  with  caution,  that 
have  made  him  sagacious  and  successful  beyond  most 
men.  Though  quick  in  his  insight  into  affairs,  and  | 
sometimes  almost  passionate  in  the  conduct  of  his  i 
business,  he  has  been  just  in  his  decisions  and  thought- 
ful of  those  connected  with  him. 

Though  in  his  seventy-third  year,  Mr.  Bourne,  by  I 
10 


his  bodily  vigor,  energy  in  business,  and  spirited  in- 
terest in  affairs,  most  forcibly  illustrates  the  value 
of  active  habits,  possessing  as  he  does,  at  his  ad- 
vanced age,  the  physical  and  mental  elasticity  and 
strength  generally  associated  with  the  prime  of  life. 

JOSKPII  ARTHUR  J1BACVAIS. 

Joseph  Arthur  Beauvais,  son  of  Andrew  and  Pa- 
tience (Ricketson)  Beauvais,  was  born  in  8outh  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  Jan.  21,  1824.  His  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Clark  and  Mary  (Wood)  Ricketson, 
of  that  town.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Bordeaux, 
France.  The  family  having  been  reduced  by  the 
French  Revolution,  and  to  avoid  conscription  into 
Napoleon's  army,  which  was  then  taking  hoys  of 
twelve  years  of  age,  he  was  sent  while  quite  young 
by  his  widowed  mother  to  this  country,  whither 
his  sister,  wife  of  Capt.  James  Rider,  of  Dartmouth, 
had  preceded  him.  He  commanded  for  many  years 
packet-ships  from  New  York  in  the  New  Orleans 
trade,  and  later  in  the  South  American  trade,  chiefly 
with  Buenos  Ayres.  His  uncle,  James  Rider,  was 
also  a  successful  shipmaster,  sailing  from  New  York 
in  the  New  Orleans  and  European  trade.  In  child- 
hood his  father  and  uncle,  with  their  families,  re- 
moved to  New  York,  and  afterwards  to  Astoria,  Long 
Island,  where  his  mother  died.  After  her  decease, 
Ciipt.  Rider  having  retired  from  his  seafaring  life  in 
1832,  the  families  returned  to  South  Dartmouth,  and 
ho  been ine  an  inmate  of  his  uncle's  family.  He  was 
tenderly  reared  and  educated  by  his  uncle  and  aunt, 
to  whose  sterling  characters,  excellent  precepts,  and 
careful  training  he  feels  what  success  he  has  met  with 
in  life  is  largely  due.  Capt.  Rider  engaged  quite  ex- 
tensively in  the  whaling  business  in  South  Dartmouth, 
and  subsequently  in  New  Bedford,  where  he  died, 
and  where  his  wife  now  survives  him. 

His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  Dartmouth.  In  1840  he  came  to 
New  Bedford  and  attended  for  a  short  time  the  Bush 
Street  Grammar  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
High  School,  John  F.  Emerson,  principal.  After 
graduating  in  1842,  he  entered  the  counting-room  of 
Barton  Ricketson,  bis  uncle,  then  extensively  engaged 
as  managing  owner  of  whaling  and  merchant  vessels, 
and  also  of  the  New  Bedford  Iron-Foundry.  In  1848 
he  became  his  uncle's  book-keeper  and  confidential 
clerk,  where  he  remained  until  November,  1861,  when 
he  assumed  a  like  position  in  the  counting-room  of 
J.  B.  Wood  A  Co.,  then  largely  engaged  in  the  whal- 
ing business.  Here  he  became  interested  with  the 
firm  as  an  owner  in  their  ships,  and  was  at  times 
managing  owner  of  several  merchant  and  coasting 
vessels,  and  also  did  some  business  as  a  broker. 

In  1860  he  was  chosen  treasurer  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Tannery  Company,  which  built  the  tannery- 
works  on  Court  Street  This  enterprise  not  proving 
remunerative,  after  a  few  years  the  property  changed 
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hands  and  the  corporation  was  dissolved.  In  1867  he 
was  chosen  treasurer  of  the  American  Tack  Com- 
pany, of  Fairhaven,  and  subsequently  its  president, 
which  positions  he  still  retains. 

In  February,  1872,  he  severed  a  most  pleasant  and 
harmonious  connection  of  more  than  twenty-one  years 
with  J.  B.  Wood  A  Co.,  and  formed  the  firm  of  Beau- 
vais &  Co.  (T.  B.  Fuller,  late  book-keeper  of  the 
American  Tack  Company,  as  partner),  aud  engaged 
in  private  banking.  In  1874,  assisted  by  H.  A.  Blood, 
of  Fitchburg,  Henry  W.  Phelps,  of  Springfield,  and 
others,  he  organized  the  Fall  River  Railroad  Company, 
of  which  corporation  he  was  president.  This  corpo- 
ration contracted  with  Mr.  Phelps  to  build  the  rail- 
road from  Now  Bedford  to  Fall  River.  It  was  opened 
for  travel  December,  1875.  Within  two  years  after 
the  completion  of  the  road  he  resigned  the  |>osition  of 
president,  but  la  still  a  director  in  the  corporation. 

In  May,  1875,  in  connection  with  his  partner  and 
others,  he  organized  the  Citizens'  National  Bank,  of 
which  be  was  chosen  president  and  Mr.  Fuller  cash- 
ier. To  this  bank  the  banking  business  of  Beauvais 
&  Co.  was  transferred.  This  bank  was  organized  with 
a  capital  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
which  has  been  increased  to  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  He  was  one  of  the  original  corporators  and 
for  some  time  a  trustee  of  the  New  Bedford  Five 
Cents'  Savings-Bank,  which  position  he  resigned  after 
a  few  yean.  In  1878  he  became  interested  in  the 
organization  of  the  New  England  Mutual  Aid  Society 
for  life  insurance  upon  the  assessment  plan.  Of  this 
society  he  was  president  until  the  removal  of  its 
office  to  Boston  rendered  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
incompatible  with  his  other  engagements. 

Mr.  Beauvais  was  originally  a  Whig,  and  identified 
himself  with  the  Republican  party  on  its  formation. 
In  religion  he  is  a  Congregationalism  For  some  time 
he  was  clerk  of  the  Trinitarian  Church,  and  during 
eight  years  was  superintendent  of  its  Sabbath-school. 
At  present  he  is  a  member  of  the  North  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

Mr.  Beauvais  has  ever  been  an  active  business  man, 
and  at  present  is  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
American  Tack  Company,  president  of  the  Citizens' 
National  Bank,  director  in  the  Fall  River  Railroad, 
Grinned  Manufacturing  Company  of  New  Bedford, 
Fall  River  Bleachcry,  Sagamore  Manufacturing 
Company,  Border  City  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
Globe  Street  Railway  Company  of  Fall  River. 

In  May,  1848,  he  wasuuiled  in  marriagewitli  Hannah 
Cotton  Parker,  daughter  of  Ward  M.  and  Hepzabelh 
(Davis)  Parker,  and  their  family  consisted  of  one 
child,  Louise  Cecile,  who  married  Max  Ritter  von 
Schmaedel,  an  artist  of  Munich,  and  died,  leaving  a 
■on,  Harold  Parker  von  Schmaedel.  Mrs.  Beauvais 
died  in  January,  1871),  and  in  June,  1881,  he  married 
Mary  Stetson  Mendell,  daughter  of  Ellis  and  Catha- 
rine (Allen)  Mendell. 


OIIARI.RS  B.  H.  KKSSKNDBN. 
Charles  B.  H.  Fessenden  was  born  In  Sandwich, 
Barnstable  Co.,  July  17,  1813.  He  was  educated  at 
I  the  Sandwich  and  Amherst  Academies  and  at  Am- 
j  herst  College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  the 
class  of  1833.  After  completing  his  law  studies  at 
tho  Dane  \mw  8chool  and  in  law  offices  he  went  to 
Michigan  in  1838,  commencing  practice  in  the  village 
of  Utica,  Macomb  Co.  In  1839  he  was  a  clerk  in  the 
'  Michigan  Senate,  and  in  1842  was  a  member  of  its 
House.  The  latter  year  he  returned  to  his  native 
place,  where  he  opened  an  office  and  continued  his 
practice  until  1853,  when,  having  been  appointed 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  Bedford,  he  removed  to 
that  city.  He  held  that  position  until  the  close  of 
Mr.  Buchanan's  administration.  Soon  after  leaving 
the  office  of  collector,  in  company  with  Mr.  William 
O.  Baker,  he  purchased  the  New  Betl/ord  Daily  Mer- 
cury, which  was  published  and  edited  by  theui  for 
many  years.  In  1862  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Bris- 
tol County,  and  was  re-elected  in  1865  and  1808.  In 
1869  he  resigned  the  sheriffalty,  having  been  ap- 
pointed United  States  assessor  of  internal  revenue 
for  the  First  Massachusetts  District.  This  office  he 
held  until  by  statute  its  duties  were  merged  in  those 
of  collector,  when  he  was  appoiuted  to  the  latter 
office  and  retained  it  until  1876,  when  the  number  ot 
revenue  districts  in  the  State  was  reduced  to  three. 
Since  that  time  he  has  held  the  position  of  deputy 
collector  iu  the  Third  District,  his  division  being 
nearly  coterminous  with  the  boundaries  of  his  old 
district. 

Mr.  Fessenden  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Swaim 
Free  School,  and  senior  warden  of  (Jracu  Church. 

No  one  who  for  the  last  thirty  years  has  been 
familiar  with  the  business,  political,  and  social  life 
of  New  Bedford,  can  fail  to  have  noticed  the  value 
which  such  a  citizen  as  Col.  Fessenden  is  to  a  com- 
munity. His  activity  in  all  good  works,  his  genial, 
winning,  and  elegant  manners,  his  culture,  the  keen- 
ness of  his  mind,  and  the  brilliancy  of  his  conversa- 
tion have  all  conspired  to  render  him  a  positive  force 
in  the  development  of  the  city  of  his  adoption.  As 
collector  of  customs  and  internal  revenue  he  has 
watched  over  the  interests  of  the  government  with 
scrupulous  care,  while  at  the  same  time  ho  has  won 
and  preserved  the  respect  and  esteem  of  those  with 
whom  he  has  been  called  upon  to  deal.  As  editor, 
his  varied  culture  and  the  brightness  and  elegance  of 
his  style  and  sparkling  wit  held  his  paper  up  to  a 
standard  which  dignified  the  profession  of  journalism 
in  the  community,  and  exerted  a  powerful  influence 
upon  the  ninuners  and  conduct  of  this  community, 
while  in  his  whole  career  as  sheriff  of  the  county,  he 
maintained  the  ancient  dignity  of  the  office  and  gave 
to  the  courts  an  imprcaaivem-ss,  the  loss  of  which  can 
only  result  in  great  injury  to  the  orderly  administra- 
tion of  justice.  Certainly  no  history  of  the  bench 
and  bar  of  Bristol  would  be  complete  which  failed  to 
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record  and  call  to  mind  the  days  when  Col.  Feasenden, 
with  his  paraphernalia  of  office,  graced  tlte  sheriff's 
xcnt,  with  the  inenmpnrnhle  erier  opposite,  who«4? 
"Hear  ye!  Hear  ye  I  Hear  ye!"  was  more  truly  a 
clarion  blast  than  that  blown  on  the  trumpets  by  the 
heralds  of  old,  while  the  "good  men  and  true"  of  the 
genial  clerk  seemed  to*realixo  in  their  tone  and  man- 
ner the  ideal  utterances  of  a  court  of  justice.  No  one 
who  was  accustomed  to  practice  in  that  court  will  ever 
forget  the  impression  there  received,  and  the  tradition 
of  them  will  be  kept  forever. 


J.  OEORUB  HARRIS. 
Mr.  Harris,  who  is  mentioned  on  page  96  as  editor 
of  a  paper  in  New  Bedford,  became  a  journalist  as 
soon  as  he  was  of  age,  beginning  his  career  as  associ- 
ate editor  of  the  /Wi/iW  Ohterver  at  New  London  in 
1830;  afterwards  editor  of  the  New  Betlford  Daily 
Gazelle,  and  then  Acquiring  celebrity  at  Boston  as  a 
political  writer,  he  was  invited  in  1833  by  distin- 
guished men  of  Washington  City  to  go  to  Tennessee, 
where  he  established  the  Mukmlh  Union,  which  re- 
flected the  influential  political  opinions  of  Oen.  An- 
drew Jackson,  and  represented  the  rising  fortunes 
of  James  K.  Polk  from  Congressman  to  Governor  and 
President. 

It  is  well  said  by  a  leading  journal  that  in  this 
connection  it  is  not  uninteresting  to  the  people  of 
New  London  County,  Conn.,  to  recall  the  fact  that 
nearly  half  a  century  ago,  when  the  two  great  politi- 
cal parties  of  the  country  were  almost  as  equally  di- 
vided as  they  are  now,  with  Henry  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  tho  lead  of  the  Whigs,  and  Andrew  Jackson, 
of  Tennessee,  in  the  lead  of  the  Domocrats,  two 
young  men,  natives  of  New  London  County,  were 
invited  from  the  North  to  conduct  the  two  leading 
journals  of  the  West  and  shadow  forth  to  the  country 
the  ruling  opinions  and  policy  of  those  two  distin- 
guished leaders  of  men,  as  emanating  from  them  in 
their  retiracy  at  "  Ashland"  and  the  "  Hermitage." 

George  D.  Prentice,  of  Jewett  City,  had  been  called  I 
to  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  conduct  the  Journal  as  tho  voice 
«r  Mr.  Clay,  and  J.  George  Harris,  of  Groton,  was 
invited  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  as  editor  of  the  Union. 
It  was  at  a  time  when  Jackson  and  Clay  were  re- 
garded, in  the  language  of  tho  day,  as  "  tho  embodi- 
ment of  the  principles  of  their  parties"  respectively, 
and  the  JbwWand  Union  became  perfectly  oracular 
in  |H»litica.  From  their  exposed  position  at  the  front  i 
when  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  were  frontier  States, 
where  the  people  were  to  a  great  extent  a  law  unto 
themselves,  these  New  London  boys  had  repeatedly 
to  stand  fire  with  the  wild  elements  of  Western  poli- 
tics. Of  course  they  were  wide  as  the  poles  asunder 
as  the  representatives  of  their  respective  parties  in 
the  political  arena,  but  their  own  personal  relations, 
established  here  at  an  early  day,  were  never  dis- 
turbed, although,  for  the  amusement  of  the  public, 
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they  did  a  good  deal  of  sharnshooting  at  each  other 
between  I^tiisville  and  Nashville  with  their  quills, 
which  had  a  tendency  rather  to  strengthen  than  to 
weaken  friendship.  The  early  prestige  of  the  Journal 
as  the  voice  of  Mr.  Clay  and  of  the  Union  as  that  of 
Gen.  Jackson  established  their  influence  on  a  founda- 
tion so  firm  that  it  is  still  maintained  by  them  in  the 
Southwest,  and  in  nil  public  affairs  they  now  have 
wider  influence  beyond  the  mountains  than  any  other 
political  newspapers. 

Mr.  Harris  was  commissioned  in  1843  by  Daniel 
Webster,  then  Secretary  of  State,  as  a  commercial 
agent  for  Europe,  and  went  abroad  in  that  capacity. 
If  we  may  judge  from  his  voluminous  reports  to  the 
State  Department,  of  which  so  largo  a  number  of 
extra  copies  were  printed  by  the  United  States  Senate, 
his  services  were  highly  appreciated. 

After  Mr.  Polk's  election  to  the  Presidency  he  in- 
vited Mr.  Harris  to  conduct  the  official  paper  at 
Washington,  which  he  declined,  as  he  had  before  de- 
clined the  editorship  of  tho  Mailitonian,  the  official 
paper  of  Mr.  Tyler's  administration.  Preferring  a 
life  service  in  the  navy  to  temporary  civil  service,  Mr. 
Harris  accepted  in  1845  a  commission  as  disbursing 
officer  of  the  navy,  which  commission,  with  promo- 
tion* to  the  highest  rank  of  his  grade,  ho  still  holds 
on  tho  list  of  officers  retired  for  long  and  faithful 
services. 

The  official  and  personal  relations  of  Mr.  Harris  in 
the  naval  service  have  ever  been  exceedingly  happy. 
In  Hamersly's  "  Records  of  Living  Naval  Officers" 
it  is  stated  that  Pay  Director  J.  George  Harris  was 
attached  to  the  Gulf  squadron  in  1846-47,  and  during 
the  Mexican  war  he  was  a  member  of  Commodore  M. 
G.  Perry's  staff  on  all  his  shore  expeditions ;  that  he 
was  at  the  capture  of  Tuxpan,  Tabasco,  and  Vera 
Cruz,  receiving  from  the  commodore  special  letters  of 
thanks  for  services  rendered  afloat  and  ashore;  that 
from  1850  to  1864,  inclusive,  he  was  attached  to  the 
Asiatic  fleet,  and  again  with  Commodore  Perry  when 
the  empire  of  Japan  was  opened  to  the  commerce  of 
the  world. 

In  his  introductory  report  of  the  Japan  expedition 
Commodore  Perry  makes  special  mention  of  the  aid 
he  had  roceivod  from  Mr.  Harris  in  preparing  his 
volumes  for  the  use  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Harris  spent  two  years  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
in  the  fleet  appointed  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  and 
his  journals,  made  while  on  the  shores  of  Liberia  and 
Guinea,  were  copiously  used  by  Mr.  Gurley,  the  gov- 
ernment agent  at  Liberia,  in  his  reports  to  Congress. 
For  two  years  he  was  attached  to  the  Mediterranean 
squadron.  On  that  cruise  he  sent  home  to  public 
institutions  some  rare  and  curious  antiquities,  which 
are  considered  the  very  best  specimens  of  their  kind. 
During  the  civil  war  he  held  some  of  the  most  respon- 
sible positions  of  trust  in  the  navy,  both  ashore  and 
afloat,  disbursing  several  millions  of  public  money 
without  the  slightest  deficit  or  loss  to  the  government. 


Digitized  by  Google 


148 


HISTORY  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


At  the  organization  of  the  Groton  HeighU  (Conn.) 
Centennial  Committee,  in  1879,  he  waa  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Centennial  Commission,  and  hia  admin- 
istration of  iU  affairs,  that  resulted  in  auch  perfect 
aucceaa  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  September,  1881,  waa 
characterized  by  good  judgment  and  executive  ability. 


CAPT.  HENRY  TABBR. 
Among  those  who  took  the  "  oath  of  fidelity"  in  the 
old  township  of  Dartmouth  iu  1684  waa  Thomas  Taber, 
and  among  the  proprietors  of  Dartmouth  in  Novem- 
ber, 1694,  we  find  Joseph  Tuber,  Thomaa  Taber,  and 
Thomaa  Taber,  Jr.  Among  the  early  settlers  men- 
tioned in  the  old  records  we  note  eleven  of  the  name, 
viz. :  Jacob,  Jacob,  Jr.,  John,  Jonathan,  Joseph, 
Philip,  Philip,  Jr.,  Stephen,  Thomas,  Thomaa,  Jr., 
and  William.  Thua  for  two  hundred  years  haa  this 
good  family  of  Frienda  been  resident  in  New  Bedford 
and  neighborhood,  and  connected  with  its  growth  and 
prosperity. 

Capt.  Henry  Taber,  son  of  Benjamin'  and  Rhobe 
(Aikin)  Taber,  waa  born  in  New  Bedford,  Mam., 
March  29,  1795.  Hia  great-grandfather,  Benjamiu 
Taber,  and  Susannah,  hia  wife,  had  thirteen  children, 
—Elizabeth,  Joaeph,  Benjamin1,  John,  Archeluus, 
Joshua,  Mary,  Jeduthan,  Rebecca,  Thomaa,  Jeremiah, 
Lewis,  and  Seth.  Benjamin',  born  Oct.  10, 1733,  died 
Feb.  5,  1820,  waa  twice  married:  (1)  to  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Barnabas  and  Mary  Gardner,  of  Nan- 
tucket She  died  Feb.  16,  1766.  Their  children  were 
Barnabaa,  Daniel,  Benjamin'.  (2)  to  Eunice,  widow 
of  Joaeph  Gardner,  and  daughter  of  Uichard  and 
Lydia  Worth,  of  Nantucket.  She  was  born  in  1731, 
and  died  in  1814.  Their  children  were  Barnabas,  Su- 
sannah, and  Frances.  He  waa  the  builder  of  the  first 
whale-boat  built  in  New  Bedford.  Benjamin  Taber1, 
born  Feb.  2, 1766,  married  Rhobe,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Aikin,  born  Jan.  30,  1768,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children,— Hannah,  Philip  A.,  Jamea,  James',  Henry, 
Thomaa,  Shubael,  and  Rhobe.  She  died  May  1 1, 1801, 
aged  thirty-three.  He  then  married  Mcrab  Coffin, 
by  whom  he  hud  six  children, — Benjamiu  C,  Sarah  C. 
and  Ann  F.  (twins),  Rhobe  A.,  John  \V  .  and  Avis  F. 
He  waa  a  block-maker,  and  a  very  invontive  genius. 
He  received  or  owned  a  patent  for  boring  logs  fur 
aqueducts,  which  business  he  followed  so  long  aa  he 
remained  in  New  Bedford.  The  last  part  of  his  life 
was  paased  in  Victoria,  III.,  where  he  died,  aged  eighty 
years.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  and  highly 
esteemed  for  hia  numerous  good  qualities. 

Thomaa  Aikin,  father  of  Rhobe,  came  to  New  Bed- 
ford from  Canada.  Hu  was  a  man  of  limited  means, 
also  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  a  blacksmith  by 
trade.  He  had  three  aona  and  three  daughters,— 
Abial.Charlea, Timothy,  Rhobe,  Abigail,  and  Lurumy. 
Henry  Taber  remained  with  the  home  circle,  receiving 
a  limited  school  education  and  assisting  his  futher  until 
he  waa  fourteen.   At  that  age  he  weut  to  sea  aa  cabin- 


|  boy  with  hia  uncle,  John  Wood,  master  of  the  "  George 
|  and  Susan,"  a  ship  now  owned  by  Aikin  Sl  Swift,  and 
doing  good  service.  (His  mother  died  when  he  waa 
but  six  years  of  sge,  and  the  cars  of  his  youth  waa 
given  by  his  Aunt  Luramy,  wife  of  Capt.  John  Wood. 
Site  kept  house  for  his  father,  ami  was  almost  a 
mother  to  tho  family.)  This  first  vuyage  look  him  to 
Virginia,  from  whence  they  took  a  lading  or  tobacco 
i  to  Liverpool.  His  aecoiid  trip  waa  to  Port  Glasgow. 
'  His  third  waa  to  Hamburgh  as  second  male.  Hia  last 
i  voyage  waa  in  the  brig  "  Nancy,"  Capt.  Packard,  after 
the  war  of  1812,  from  New  York  to  Dublin.  He  then 
for  one  year  was  chief  mate  under  Capt.  John  Wood, 
on  a  packet  running  from  New  Bedford  to  New  York. 
The  fifteen  subsequent  years  he  was  captain  ou  the 
same  line,  and,  commanded  four  different  vessels, 
"Orbit,"  "Boston,"  " Experiment,"  and  "Helen." 
owning  a  one-fourth  intereat  in  the  last  two.  In  1832, 
Capt  Taber  engaged  in  trade  in  New  Bedford  as  u 
grocer  and  ship-chandler  in  company  with  D.ivid 
Sherman,  as  Taber  &  Sherman,  on  Centre  Street, 
near  the  wharf.  Mr.  8herman  soon  left  for  Poiigh- 
kcepsie,  N.  Y.,  to  look  after  whaling  interests  there. 
.  After  two  or  three  years  Capt  Taber  formed  a  part- 
nership with  hia  son,  William  U.,  and  son-in-law , 
Johu  Hunt,  under  firm-title  of  Henry  Taber  &  Co. 
This  firm  continued  in  successful  and  prosperous  ex- 
istence until  March  1, 1866,  when  Capt.  Taber  retired, 
and  the  firm-name  changed  to  Tuber,  Gordon  St  Co. 

About  1834,  Capt.  Taber  became  quite  largely  in- 
terested in  whaling,  aud  amassed  considerable  wealth 
from  this  source.  He  is  now  largely  interested  in  tho 
varioua  enterprises  of  New  Bedford.  He  was  presi- 
|  dent  of  the  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company,  now 
suspended,  is  a  director  in  the  National  Bank  of  Com- 
merce, and  is  a  stockholder  in  three  diil'ereut  banks. 
He  haa  been  twice  married  :  (1 )  to  N'abhy,  daughter  of 
William  and  Nabby  Gordon,  Dec.  16,  1819.  She  was 
born  in  New  Bedford,  March  10,  1800,  and  died  Nov. 
9, 1831.  The  children  of  thin  marriage  were  William 
G.,born  Aug.  20,  1821 ;  Abby  (Mr*.  John  Hunt),  born 
Aug.  16,  1824 ;  and  Robert,  born  Oct.  4,  1831.  (2)  to 
Sally,  sister  of  first  wife,  Dec.  9,  1832.  She  was  born 
July  20,  1802.  They  had  one  sou,  Henry  A.  (de- 
I  ceased).  (William  Gordon  died  June  26,  ISIk'i,  aged 
eighty  years.  His  wife,  Nabby  Gordon,  died  Nov. 
1  16,  1831,  aged  seventy  years.) 

Ill  polities,  Capt.  Tuber  has  ever  been  a  Whig  and 
I  a  Republican.    Believing  iu  the  principles  of  these 
I  parlies  he  was  strong  iu  their  support,  and,  with  the 
I  exception  of  two  years,  served  in  the  Stale  Lcgisla- 
'  lure  from  1838  to  1844.   Many  years  Capt.  Tuber  hua 
been  one  of  New  Bedford's  representative  and  mo;t 
successful  business  men.    He  bus  been  industrious, 
cautious,  and  conservative,  showing  great  financial 
ability  in  the  many  diversified  and  complicated  in- 
terests in  which  he  has  been  engaged.    Of  strict  in- 
tegrity and  frank  courtesy,  his  manly  qualities  and 
sterling  worth  have  given  him  stanch  friends  all 
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Along  the  path  of  life,  find  never  vm  a  friend  betrayed 
who  trusted  liis  interests  in  liis  hand*.  Those  who 
have  known  him  longest  are  to-day  his  wannest 
admirers. 

WILLIAM  PHIIiUFS. 

The  firm  of  William  Phillips  A  Son,  for  years  one 
of  the  well-known  commercial  houses  of  New  Bed- 
ford, is  a  copartnership  consisting  of  William  Phillips 
and  George  R.  Phillips,  father  and  son.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  firm  is  that  of  ship  agent*  and  commission- 
mcrchants,  having  had  considerable  interests  in  the 
whale  fisheries  and  the  buying  and  selling  of  its  prod- 
ucts from  the  formation  of  the  copartnership  to  the 
present  time. 

The  senior  member  of  this  house,  Mr.  William 
Phillips,  who  is  the  subject  of  this  short  sketch,  was 
horn  at  Wcstport,  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  Jan.  3, 
1801,  and  is,  consequently,  at  the  present  time  nearly 
eighty-two  years  of  age.  His  father,  Capt.  Edward 
Phillips,  wo*  born  in  Dartmouth,  in  the  same  county, 
April  f>,  1779,  and  died  in  Westport  Jan.  28,  1831. 
He  was  married  to  a  lady  named  Amy  Tripp,  and 
made  his  home  in  that  part  or  Westport  known  as 
Tripp's  wharf,  being  near  Ilix's  bridge.  William 
was  the  oldest  son  of  a  family  which  consisted  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  but  two  sisters  and  himself 
we  now  living. 

The  age  of  fourteen  found  him  at  work  as  clerk  in 
a  store  at  the  head  of  Westport  River.  In  this  occu- 
pation he  remained  until  January,  1820,  when  ho 
csino  to  New  Bedford,  where  he  was  employed  as 
clerk  by  l/cvi  Blandish,  of  that  place.  Since  that 
time  he  has  lived  in  New  Bedford  continuously  up  to 
the  present  time.  For  five  years  he  was  engaged  in 
that  or  kindred  occupations,  and  in  182fi  entered  the 
office  of  John  Avery  Parker,  of  New  Bedford,  as  clerk 
and  book-keeper.  After  remaining  with  him  about 
three  years  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr. 
George  Russell,  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  a  ship- 
chandlery  and  commission-house,  under  the  firm- 
name  of  Phillips  A.  Russell. 

In  1832  this  firm,  together  with  John  A.  Parker, 
creeled  the  brick  building  known  as  Parker's  Block, 
at  the  foot  of  Middle  Street.  A  few  years  later,  in 
1836,  he  again  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Parker,  nt  that 
time  being  a  firm  under  the  name  of  John  A.  Parker 
A*  Son,  as  book-keeper  and  confidential  clerk.  He  re- 
mained in  this  position  until  the  death  of  John  A. 
Parker,  in  December,  1853,  the  firm  having  been  dis- 
solved some  time  previous  by  the  withdrawal  of  the 
son,  Frederick  Parker,  in  1848. 

Mr.  John  A.  Parker,  upon  his  death,  left  a  large 
estate  to  be  administered  upon,  and  by  the  terms  of 
his  will  appointed  Mr.  Phillips  accounting  executor 
and  trustee,  wiih  his  son,  Frederick  Parker,  and  Hon. 
John  H.  Clifford,  the  two  last  of  whom  died  before 
the  final  settlement  of  the  estate.  The  final  settle- 
ment of  this  estate  was  effected  in  1880,  that  being  the 


time  when  the  last  entries  were  made  and  the  books 
of  the  trust  closed,  although  the  bulk  of  the  estate 
had  long  before  been  distributed. 

The  account-books  of  this  trust  cover  a  period  of 
twenty-seven  years,  and  being  in  the  handwriting  of 
Mr.  Phillips  they  are,  among  other  things,  interesting 
as  showing  the  gradual  change  that  years  make,  "  the 
sensible  yet  imperceptible  growth  of  age."  It  was 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Parker  that  the  firm  of  William 
Phillips  A  8on  was  formed.  In  the  business  of  the 
last  thirty  years  Mr.  Phillips  has  often  been  called 
upon  to  perform  duties  where  integrity  and  a  sound 
knowledge  of  business  were  necessary.  The  offices 
of  executor,  administrator,  and  trustee  for  various 
parties  and  estates,  director  in  insurance,  banking, 
and  manufacturing  concerns  are  among  the  many 
offices  of  trust  and  honor  that  he  has  been  called  to 
fill,  and  has  filled  acceptably  in  every  instance. 

His  life  has  been  almost  entirely  one  of  private 
business,— a  life  whose  lack  of  opportunity  for  dis- 
play has  certainly  not  created  in  him  any  desire  for 
it.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the  sound  practical  business 
men,  a  class  of  people  who  are  by  no  means  the  least 
efficient  in  helping  along  good  deeds  and  good  morals, 
and  now,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two,  he  may 
justly  feel  proud  of  the  reputation  for  honesty  and 
integrity  he  enjoys,  which  is  one  of  the  results  of  his 
long  life's  work.  Habits  of  industry  formed  and 
practiced  through  long  years  become  second  nature. 
Length  of  years  may  impair  bodily  vigor,  but  in  this 
case  there  Is  no  indication  of  any  loss  of  mental 
vigor. 

Daily  At  his  place  of  business,  be  presents  the  ex- 
ample— an  example  by  no  means  of  frequent  occur- 
rence— of  a  man  of  great  age  who  still  has  no  idea  of 
retiring  from  business.  The  life  of  a  private  business 
man  whose  promises  are  kept  and  whose  credit  is 
good  is  apt  to  be  uneventful  as  far  as  the  purposes  of 
a  biographical  sketch  are  concerned.  Such  a  life  is  so 
because  good  credit  accompanies  or  follows  correct 
business  habits,  and  such  habits  mean  the  smooth 
running  of  affairs;  while  affairs  run  smoothly,  when 
each  day,  though  it  bring  its  work  and  obligations, 
leaves  its  obligations  complied  with  and  its  labor 
Informed.  Such  a  life  has  been  that  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

But  lives  with  no  startling  events,  no  notorious  or 
famous  acts,  are  the  foundation  and  superstructure  of 
society.  The  famous  and  eventful  lives  may  well 
considered  the  architectural  embellishments,  but  they 
must  have  the  solid  structure  to  form  themselves 
upon.  Half  of  the  beauty  of  a  picture  is  a  suitable 
background.  Trimming  is  a  good  thing  in  its  place, 
but  the  most  essential  thing  is  to  have  something  to 
trim.  Life  is  not  a  dream  is  the  assertion  of  more 
than  one  experience,  and  the  lives  of  great  events 
are  rendered  possible  only  by  just  such  lives  as  the 
one  in  question.  Existence  to  the  mass  is  upright 
and  downright  business.    The  value  of  right  living, 
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straightforward  conduct  and  integrity,  is  not  easily 
measured.  We  are  apt  to  be  daisied  by  the  strong 
glare  of  what  are  termed  great  achievements,  and,  in 
consequence,  place  their  common  value  too  high  ;  but 
to  the  people  at  large,  to  the  common  brotherhood  of 
man,  for  the  growth  and  stability  of  good  solid  char- 
acter and  true  worth,  the  example  of  a  well-done 
life's  work  is  of  the  highest  kind  of  value.   E.  J.  L. 


WILLIAM  C.  N.  SWIFT. 
William  Oole  Nye  8wift,  son  of  Reuben  and  Jane 
(Nye)  Swift,  was  born  on  the  Nye  farm  in  Fairhaven, 
Mass.,  April  27,  1815.  (For  ancestral  history, see  bi- 
ography of  R.  N.  Swift,  Acushnct.)  When  William 
was  five  years  old  his  father  removed  to  New  Bedford, 
where  he  received  the  educational  advantages  of  pri- 
vate and  academic  schools.  He  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1831,  being  in  the  class  of  1835,  but  left 
towards  the  end  of  his  sophomore  year  on  account  of 
his  health.  He  returned  to  New  Bedford,  and  began 
his  long  and  successful  business  career  by  entering 
the  counting-room  of  Benjamin  Rodman  as  assistant 
book-keeper.  He  gave  satisfaction,  and  waasoon  pro- 
moted to  book-keeper,  in  which  capacity  he  remained 
until  1835.  His  father,  largely  engaged  in  the  live- 
oak  trade,  then  offered  him  a  partnership  in  the  firm 
of  E.  &  R,  Swift  &  Co.  Accepting  the  partnership, 
William  at  once  entered  into  active  labor,  going  to 
Oasabaw  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  to  superin- 
tend the  getting  out  of  live-oak  ship-timber.  From 
this  time  on,  for  many  years,  this  was  his  business. 
He  visited  various  part*  of  Florida  and  Louisiana 
examining  lauds  and  purchasing  valuable  live-oak 
lota.  He  was  vigorous,  and,  although  meeting  many 
discomforts,  privations,  and  hardships,  enjoyed  the 
life.  The  above-mentioned  firm  existed  until  1837, 
and  from  that  time  Mr.  Swift  continued  in  the  live- 
oak  business  steadily  for  ten  years,  and  has  been  en- 
gaged in  it  at  intervals  since  that  time. 

In  June,  1838,  he  was  a  passenger  on  the  ill-fated 
steamer  "  Pulaski"  when  she  waa  blown  up  by  the 
explosion  of  one  of  Her  boilers  on  a  passage  between 
Savannah  and  Baltimore.  Mr.  8wift  escaped  in  one 
of  the  boats,  and  he  and  another  New  Bedford  man 
were  the  first  to  land  through  the  surf.  The  land 
they  reached  was  an  uninhabited  island  in  Stump 
Sound,  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

In  1843,  Mr.  Swift,  who  had  before  owned  portions 
of  whaling-vessels,  bought  the  ship  "  Plowboy"  and 
sent  her  on  a  voyage  for  s|>erm  whales.  In  1845,  he, 
with  his  brother  Obed,  bought  the  "  Formosa."  In 
December,  1845,  he  went  to  Europe,  and  during  the 
next  year  contracted  with  the  English  government  to 
furnish  spars.  He  was  in  Europe  nearly  a  year,  a 
large  part  of  the  tiino  in  Paris,  where  he  gave  much 
time  to  the  study  of  French.  In  June,  1847,  he  mar- 
ried, and  in  July  of  that  year  went  again  to  Europe, 
by  his  wife.   They  remained  there  over 


a  year,  and  were  living  in  Paris  at  the  time  of  the 
revolution  of  the  24th  of  February,  1848,  and  during 
the  three  terrible  days  in  June,  when  the  provisional 
government  was  overturned.  In  1849  he  again  went 
to  Europe  for  a  short  time  on  business,  and  again  in 
1851,  and  was  in  Paris  on  the  2d  of  December,  at  the 
time  of  the  coup  d'UiU  of  Louis  Napoleon.  (Mr.  Swift 
has  ever  since  maintained  an  interest  in  European, 
and  especially  French,  politics,  which  he  has  followed 
closely.) 

While  he  was  in  Europe  Mr.  Swift  established  what 
would  probably  have  been  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
business,  having  made  contracts  with  the  governments 
of  France  and  Holland,  as  well  as  with  that  of  Eng- 
land; but  in  1849  Mr.  Jireh  Perry,  Mrs.  Swift's  father, 
died.  He  had  an  extensive  business,  and  wus  the  owner 
of  several  whale-ships,  and  Mr.  Swift  was  induced  to 
give  up  his  European  timber  trade  and  attend  per- 
sonally to  managing  the  estate  iu  connection  with 
Mr.  Eben  Perry,  the  sou  of  Mr.  Perry.  From  that 
time  Mr.  Swift  has  extended  his  business  iu  whaling. 
His  agents,  Aikin  &  8wift,  have  now  twelve  vessels 
engaged  in  that  pursuit. 

Mr.  Swift  married  Elixa  Nye  Perry,  daughter  of 
Jireh  and  Nancy  (Nye)  Perry,  of  New  Bedford.  Her 
great-grand  father,  Dr.  Samuel  Perry,  was  a  well- 
known  aud  honored  physician,  who  practiced  in  and 
near  New  Bedford.  Her  grandfather,  Dr.  Ebeuezcr 
Perry,  was  also  a  successful  physician  of  New  Bed- 
ford. Her  father,  Jireh  Perry,  was  connected  with 
the  whaling  business  during  his  whole  life,  com- 
mencing as  clerk  for  Charles  &  Seth  Hussell,  aud, 
growing  up  in  the  business,  accumulated  u  kufl  for- 
tune. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swift  have  the  following  children  : 
Henry  W.,  who  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in 
1871,  and  from  the  Harvard  Law  School  in  1874. 
He  is  now  practicing  his  profession  in  Boston.  Frnl- 
eriek,  who  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1874,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Aikin  &  Swift,  iu  New  Bed- 
ford, agents  and  managing  owners  of  whaling-vessels. 
William  -V.,  who  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1874,  and 
from  Harvard  Medical  School  in  1879,  is  now  a  phy- 
sician in  New  Bedford.  Franklin,  who  is  in  the 
United  States  navy,  having  graduated  at  the  Naval 
Academy  at  Annapolis  in  1880.  He  was  made  | 


midshipman  iu  June,  1882.  They  also  have  a  i 
ter,  Elise,  who  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Swift  is  a  man  of  fine  appearance,  courteous, 
hospitable,  and  affable.  His  cultivation  aud  wide 
experience  have  given  him  a  varied  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  men  and  events,  and  he  has  always 
been  distinguished  for  sterling  integrity  of  character, 
and  for  energy,  enterprise,  and  good  judgment.  These 
qualities  have  made  him  successful  in  business,  and 
in  earlier  years,  when  hu  gave  some  attention  to  poli- 
tics, influential  iu  his  party  in  the  Statu.  He  has  for 
years  been  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of  New 
Bedford,  and  has,  among  other  interests,  been  for  a 
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long  time  connected  with  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  of 
Now  Hertford,  (wring  been  a  director  since  1849,  find 
being  it*  vice-president  nt  the  present  time. 

In  |iolitics  Mr.  Swift  was  a  Whig  until  1856,  and 
since  then  has  been  a  Democrat  lie  at  one  time  had 
great  influence  in  Massachusetts  politics,  owing  to  his 
intimacy  with  President  James  Buchanan,  but  he 
never  abused  his  power,  either  by  recommending  a  | 
friend  for  office  or  for  personal  advancement,  and 
could  never  bo  prevailed  upon  to  accept  office  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Swift  has  a  place  on  Orchard  Street  in  New 
Bedford,  where  he  and  his  family  live  during  the  ] 
winter  months;  but  his  residence  is  in  South  Dart-  1 
mouth,  where  he  has  a  farm  called  "  Rockland,"  of  { 
about  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  on  the  shore  | 
of  Buzzard's  Bay.  This  has  been  the  home  of  the  ] 
family  in  summer  since  1856. 


DR.  UUWA11D  P.  AI1HE. 

Probably  no  country  was  ever  settled  by  better 
citizens  than  by  those  Huguenots  who  came  from 
France  to  New  England  in  its  early  colonial  days  to 
find  the  liberty  of  religious  thought  denied  them  in 
their  native  land.  Their  firm  religious  belief  brought 
persecution  upon  them  with  no  other  effect  than  to 
drive  them  from  France  to  the  new  world  of  freedom 
across  the  ocean.  Thomas  Abbe  was  one  of  a  num- 
ber of  this  faith  who  came  to  Enfield,  Conn.,  in  1G38, 
and  became  a  resident.  He  was  a  man  of  some  im- 
jwirtance,  was  one  of  the  commissioners  who  laid  out 
the  town,  and  was  selectman,  etc.  It  is  said  that  the 
whole  town  wasoriginally  owned  by  three  men, — Abbe, 
Terry,  ami  Parsons.  He  was  a  farmer,  married,  in 
Enfield,  Mary  Pees ;  so  it  is  inferred  that  he  was  quite 
a  young  man  when  he  left  France.  He  had  four 
children, — Thomas,  Hannah,  Sara,  and  Obadiah. 
Thomas  Abbe  inherited  the  land  where  he  and  his 
descendants  lived  and  cultivated  it,  marrying,  in  1692, 
Penelope  Terry,  by  whom  he  hail  five  children, — 
Thomas,  Mary.  Penelope,  Sara,  and  John'.  John1 
married  Sara  Root,  and  had  eight  children, — Sara, 
Obadiah,  Hannah,  Timothy  D.  (died  young),  Tim- 
othy, Daniel,  Hoxahmn,  and  John'.  John'  married 
Charity  Simonds  in  1764.  Their  children  were  John*, 
Sara,  Asenath,  Nancy,  Roxalana,  Charity,  and  Tim- 
othy. John",  born  Sept  II,  1760,  married,  in  1790,  I 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Bradley)  [ 
Billings,  of  Somen,  Conn.  (They  were  both  descend- 
ants of  the  English  Puritans.)  Tho  following  chil- 
dren who  attained  maturity  were  born  in  Enfield:  j 
Hannah,  Harriet  »"d  Alanson.  In  1804  he  sold  the 
lands  which  had  been  inherited  in  direct  line  from 
Thomas,  the  emigrant,  and  removed  to  Warehouse 
Point  in  the  town  of  East  Windsor,  Conn.  Here 
were  born  five  children,— John  B.,  Loretta,  Sophro- 
nia,  James  M.,  Ann  A.,  and  here  Mr.  Abbe  died  in 


1847,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Mrs.  Abbe  died  in  1839, 
aged  sixty-seven. 

Alanson  Abhe,  third  child  and  oldest  son  of  the 
above,  was  bom  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  June  17,  1795. 
He  was  graduated  from  Yale  Medical  School  in  1821, 
and  settled  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  where  he  had  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice,  and  became  known  for  his  suc- 
cess in  orthopaedic  surgery.  He  removed  to  Boston 
in  1839.  where  he  practiced  his  profession  until  a  few 
years  before  his  death.  He  married  (1)  Eliza  Wood- 
ruff, daughter  of  Hon.  Jonathan  and  Rachel  (Steele) 
Barnes,  of  Tolland,  Conn.  They  had  five  children 
who  lived  to  mature  years, — Elizabeth  F.,  Edward  P., 
Frederick  EL,  Burr  R.,  and  William  A.  (2)  Hepbzibah, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Burgess,  of  Boston,  Maaa. 
They  had  ono  child,  Benjamin.  (3)  Margaret  Liv- 
ingston D.,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  Dr.  Alanson  Abbe  died 
of  paralysis  in  April,  1864,  when  almost  seventy  years 
of  age.  His  first  wife  died  Dec,  31, 1887,  aged  thirty- 
eight  years. 

We  give  a*  condensed  genealogy  of  Mrs.  Abbe's 
(Eliza  W.  Barnes)  anrestry  as  far  as  attainable:  John1 
Steele,  first  secretary  of  Connecticut  colony,  died  1664, 
leaving  the  following  children  by  his  wife  Rachel: 
John1,  Lydia,  Mary,  Sarah,  Hannah,  Samuel.  John' 

married  Mercy  ,  and  had  Benoni,  Henry,  Daniel, 

Mary,  John,  and  Samuel.  Samuel  and  his  wife  Mercy 
had  Thomas,  Samuel,  Jerusha,  William,  Abiel,  Daniel, 
and  Eliphalet.  Eliphalet  married  Catherine  Marsh- 
field,  and  had  Jotiah,  Catherine,  Mercy,  Theophilus, 
Eliphalet,  Elijah,  Rachel,  Ruth,  and  Jerusha.  Jo- 
si  ah  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  Benjamin 
Colton,  first  minister  of  West  Hartford,  Conn.  They 
had  Elizabeth,  Amanda,  Eliphalet,  Josiah,  Marsh- 
field,  Rarhcl,  Catherine,  George,  and  Marshfield*. 
Stephen  Barnes  and  his  wife  Mary,  of  Branfnrd, 
Conn.,  had  children  born  in  Branford, — Benjamin, 
Stephen,  Sarah,  and  Experience.  Stephen  married 
Martha  Wheadon,  of  Branford,  and  moved  to  South- 
ington.  Their  children  were  Mary,  Stephen,  Jona- 
than', Martha,  William,  Nathan,  and  Aaa.  Jona- 
than1 married  Elizabeth  Woodruff*,  of  Southington, 
Conn.  Their  children  were  Jonathan*,  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Stephen,  Sylvia,  Lois,  Levi,  Joel,  and  Tru- 
man. Jonathan*  (graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1784)  married  Rachel  Steele  and  had  children, — Jon- 
athan', Julius  S.,  Edwin,  Randolph,  Eliza  IE,  Wil- 
liam, and  Josiah.  All  these  sons  of  Judge  Barnes 
were  professional  men. 

Edward  Payson  Abbe,  son  of  Dr.  Alanson  and 
Eliza  W.  (Barnes)  Abbe,  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  Nov.  28,  1827.  He  was  fitted  for  college  at 
Phillips'  Andover  Academy,  and  was  graduated  from 
Yale  in  1848,  and  from  Harvard  Medical  College  in 
1852.  The  next  year  he  settled  in  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which 
has  steadily  increased,  and  which  has  been  his  life 
work.  He  married,  May  2,  1864,  Mary  Hooper, 
daughter  of  William  O.  and  Eunice  (Hooper)  Black- 
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lor,  of  New  Bedford.  She  came  of  an  honorable 
lineage.  On  her  father'*  side  she  was  descended  from 
Thomas  Gerry,  Esq.,  born  in  Newton  Abbot,  Eng- 
land, in  1702,  and  from  Madam  Elizabeth  (Green- 
field) Gerry,  born  in  Boston,  in  1716.  These  wire 
also  the  parents  of  Elbridge  Gerry,  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  fifth  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States.  Her  maternal  grandfather  was  Hon.  Nu 
thaniel  Hooper,  lineal  descendant  of  Bishop  Hooper, 
of  England,  and  his  family  has  been  for  several  gen- 
erations prominent  in  the  State  They  have  three 
children  who  are  now  living, — William,  Edward,  and 
Mary  Hooper.  Mrs.  Abbe  was  a  woman  greatly 
beloved.  She  had  great  energy  of  character  and 
strong  self-reliance,  and  was  an  earnest,  active,  and 
valued  member  of  Grace  (Episcopal)  Church.  She 
died  Dec.  18,  1881. 

Dr.  Abbe  has  quietly  and  without  ostentation  pur- 
sued his  profession  unweariedly  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  and  has  never  found  time  nor  inclination  to 
engage  in  other  pursuits.  He  has  been  successful  in 
his  chosen  field,  enjoying  a  large  practice  among  all 
classes  of  people.  He  stands  to-day  high  in  the 
esteem  of  the  leading  medical  men  of  this  section, 
and  is  consulting  surgeon  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital, 
councilor  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and 
was  president  in  1879-80  of  the  South  Bristol  Med- 
ical Society. 

Republican  in  his  political  affiliations,  he  has  never 
cared  for  official  preferment.  He  honorably  served, 
however,  as  member  of  the  school  board  five  years, 
but  has  sought  honors  only  in  the  line  of  his  profes- 
sion. 


ANDREW  MACKIB,  M.D. 

Andrew  Mackie,  M.D.,  was  born  in  Wareham, 
Mass.,  Jan.  24,  1794,  and  died  at  his  residence  in 
New  Bedford,  May  2, 1871.  He  was  son  and  grand- 
son of  physicians,  each  successful.  His  father,  Dr. 
Andrew  Mackie,  of  Wareham,  was  a  leading  practi- 
tioner in  Eastern  Massachusetts.  His  grandfather, 
Dr.  John  Mackie,  of  Southampton,  L.  I.  The  win 
was  fitted  for  college  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Noble 
Everett,  of  Wareham,  graduated  at  Brown  University 
in  1813,  studied  medicine  with  his  father  and  elder 
brother,  Dr.  John  Mackie,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New 
York,  and  commenced  practice  in  Plymouth,  Mass., 
in  1817,  and  there  and  New  Bedford  his  profcsnional 
life  was  passed  ;  that  he  stood  well  in  respect  to  his 
associates  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  he  was  twice  vice- 
president  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and 
gave  by  election  its  annual  address  in  1860.  He  kept 
up  his  reading  of  current  medical  literature  to  the 
last;  but  had  doubtless  seen  so  many  glittering  spe- 
cialties come  and  go  that,  though  not  rejecting,  he 
was  jealous  of  new  novelties. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  South  Bristol  Medi- 


cal Society,  held  in  New  Bedford,  May  10,  1871,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

••  fcawM,  Tli.1  bjr  lb.  da.ll.  of  Dr.  A  .dr..  Mackla,  of  N.w  IWtfbrJ, 
lit.  lu.mb.ra  of  All .uclvly  low aa  a«oci«l.  wf  m»rk  t. J  \  ■n..le*»lu i mi  .bUtty 
.ml  iiprtgtilnM.  of  ctiam<  lur. 

"  Jtoufiwd,  Tb.t,  line  of  tin'  fouud.ni  of  our  .ocl.iy,  li.  bu  cUJbm  U> 
our  f  ratltuil.  for  III.  unr.i  ji»(  .a|iiart  of  it.  .  .uupurt  gif.a  fro  In  au 
on*.  »|HMad  (aavMlM  of  til.  u»iK4n«Hof  lb.  uriud|da  *a*at> 
Ijlng  lu  org.ulftMllou,  tbat  by  mnuurH  |iruaboilr«  of  |irofoi«k>iutl  guod 
tbu  of  oar  follow-a.u  will  b.  uroiuolad. 

"  .':•,.;,.,!,  That  *•  liidirMu.l.  our  gmtilad.  I.  da*  bin  for  tb.  .«- 
*»|d.  of  .UwJ'uri  d.»oU»u  to  dul*  .ml  blgb  ..>.>«)  r.i1iM4ul.  wbtcb  huA 
got.r»»d  I.U  omii*.;  Ib.l,  h  a  au, .  frl.iul,.ud  a  |diy.lcl.a.  bi.  n»a»- 
orj  will  .T.r  U  pnwtoa.. 

-  M«mW,  TIki  w.  tMuUr  our  alnorr.  .juipatby  to  hit  widow  .1.4  bU 
ctilldran  In  thalr  lwraaT.iu.al." 

In  early  life  he  united  with  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  was  ever  a  faithful  and  consistent  mem- 
ber. In  1834  he  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  North 
Congregational  Church  of  Now  Bedford,  and  retained 
his  official  relation  till  his  death.  A  man  is  valuable 
who  is  strictly  conscientious.  We  have  the  Memory 
of  a  man  scrupulous  to  know  the  right  and  perfectly 
fearless  to  do  it  at  any  cost.  In  his  life  of  seventy- 
seven  years  he  left  the  testimony  of  au  honest  and 
conscientious  man.  A  strong  man,  he  wus  strong  in 
his  convictions.  He  reproduced  the  Puritan  idea, 
modified  only  to  less  sternness.  A  massive  strength, 
a  solid  faith,  a  fearless  utterance,  and  though  genial, 
and  especially  so  in  his  family,  where  he  considered 
everybody's  comfort  before  his  own,  yet  a  character 
which,  if  aroused  to  wrath,  one  would  dread  to  en- 
counter. Such  men  are  capable  of  great  severity. 
He  was  satisfied  with  long  life.  He  saw  his  family 
long  settled,  his  sons  in  useful  professions.  He  IihiI 
the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizen*  as  a  just  mun  and 
the  regard  of  those  in  his  own  work,  to  some  of  whom 
he  was  a  patriarch. 

Fifty  years  of  consistent  Christian  life  are  his  tes- 
timony. Duty  was  his  watchword ;  duty  fulfilled  is 
preparation.  It  does  take  years  to  make  aueh  a  prep- 
aration. Fruit  doe*  not  ripen  in  blossom-time.  A 
great  oak  is  many  years  from  the  acorn.  A  good  life, 
stalwart,  vigorous,  true,  it  takes  years  to  build  it  up. 
Be  patient,  young  men.  Character  is  a  plant  of  slow 
J  growth,  but  the  reward  of  putient  continuance  is  cer- 
tain. 

Dr.  Mackie  married,  Dec.  4,  1821,  at  Plymouth, 
Muss.,  Hetty  A.,  daughter  of  Cupt.  Lemuel  Bradford, 
who  was  killed  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  u  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Governor  Bradford. 

Of  their  five  children,  Rev.  Andrew  was  a  dean  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  of  Northern  Indiana,  died  in 
the  spring  or  1878,  aged  fifty-five;  John  H.,  M.D. ; 
George  F.  died  at  twenty-three,  he  was  a  captain  in 
the  merchant  service;  Elizabeth  C,  wife  of  lieorgc 
I  Hustings,  of  New  Bedford;  und  Amelia  B.,  who  died 
at  five  years.  Mrs.  Mackie  died  Aug.  30,  1880,  aged 
seventy-seven. 
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JOHN  HOWELL  MACKIB,  A.M.,  M.D. 

John  Howell  Mnckie,  A.M.,  M.D.,  ion  of  Dr. 
Andrew  unit  Hetty  Amclin  (Bradford)  Mnckie,  ofNcw 
Bedford.  Hi*  father  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Andrew  Mnckie, 
of  Wiircliarn  (an  eminent  physician  of  that  section 
of  the  Stale,  and  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States  army 
during  the  Revolution),  and  a  grandson  of  Dr.  John 
Mackie,  of  Southampton,  L.  1.  His  mother  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Governor  Bradford.  He  was 
born  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  Aug.  24,  1826.  Educated 
at  private  schools  and  under  private  tutors,  he  pur- 
sued his  professional  studies  at  Harvard  College  (on 
whose  roll  of  honor  his  name  stands),  and  at  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
graduated  as  M.D.  March  9,  1850,  and  in  tho  samo 
year  established  himself  in  practice  in  New  Bedford, 
where  at  this  time,  1882,  he  is  one  of  tho  leading  sur- 
geons and  physicians.  His  reputation  as  a  surgeon 
is  not  confined  to  his  city  or  county,  but  is  recog- 
nized all  through  the  United  Slates,  he  having  per- 
formed many  of  the  most  important  and  difficult 
o|>crntioiis  in  surgery,  and  being  frequently  called  in 
consultation  in  various  parts  of  his  own  as  well  as 
other  States  in  New  England.  From  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has  been  an  hon- 
ored member  since  1850,  he  has  received  many  hon- 
ors, having  been  a  councilor  for  many  years,  and  been 
chosen  to  represent  the  State  Society  at  the  meetings  of 
the  Rhode  Island,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  and 
New  York  Medical  Societies.  He  was  also  chosen  a 
delegate  from  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  to 
the  International  Medical  Congress  of  1876,  a  con- 
gress composed  of  the  m»wt  eminent  men  from  all 
parts  of  the  civilised  world,  and  became  a  member  of 
that  congress.  In  1876  be  was  chosen  anniversary 
chairman' of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and 
presided  at  the  annual  dinner  in  Music  Hall,  Beaton, 
where  among  more  than  one  thousand  members  and 
guests  was  Dom  Pedro,  Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  other 
distinguished  strangers. 

In  1882  he  was  chosen  vice-president  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society.  He  is  a  permanent  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Medical  Society,  also  a  member 
and  in  18611  and  1864  was  president  of  the  Bristol 
South  District  Medical  Society.  He  is  now  (1882) 
president  of  t lie  New  Bedford  Society  for  Medical  Im-  I 
proven  •  >nt.  He  was  appointed  consulting  physician 
and  surgeon  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  in  1876,  and  still 
retains  the  position.  In  the  late  war  he  was  an  acting 
surgeon  in  the  United  States  navy  from  May  13, 1861, 
until  Mnrch,  1862,  when,  his  health  being  affected  by 
his  service  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  ho  resigned  his 
position,  and  was  soon  after  appointed  an  acting  as-  | 
aistant  surgeon  in  tho  army,  and  during  the  rest  of  the 
war  was  in  charge  of  hospitals  at  the  North.  Since 
1863  he  has  been  a  United  States  examining  surgeon 
fur  the  Pension  Bureau.  He  is  a  member  and  in  1881 
was  elected  a  tnistee  and  member  of  the  council  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Benevolent  Society. 


From  1868  to  1871,  inclusive,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  New  Bedford  City  Council.  In  1879  he  assisted 
in  the  arduous  work  of  organizing  the  first  Board  of 
Health  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  in  1880  and 
1881  was  its  chairman.  He  also  served  as  quarantine 
physician,  and  organized  a  system  of  quarantine 
which  received  the  unqualified  indorsement  of  the 
national  authorities.  Dr.  Mackie  has  been  largely 
called  upon  as  a  medical  and  surgical  expert  before 
the  sessions  of  all  the  court*  in  Bristol  County.  His 
well-known  thorough  knowledge  of  his  profession  and 
the  perfect  clearness  and  honesty  of  his  testimony  arc 
thoroughly  appreciated  by  juries  in  the  county  of 
Bristol.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  until  tho  death 
of  the  party,  when  lie  became  a  Republican,  and  has 
since  acted  and  voted  wilh  that  party.  When  a  young 
man  he  became  an  Episcopalian,  but  in  later  years 
has  gone  back  to  the  faith  or  his  fathers,  and  although 
not  a  member  of  the  church,  is  a  constant  attendant 
at  the  old  North  Congregational  Church,  where  for  so 
many  years  his  father  was  an  honored  member  and 
deacon.  His  character  is  formed  very  much  upon 
his  father's,  having  the  same  stern  devotion  to  the 
calls  of  duty,  whatever  they  may  be,  and  the  same 
uncompromising  sense  of  honor  and  devotion  to  his 
professional  duties.  Charitable  to  the  poor,  equally 
ready  to  rescind  to  the  call  of  the  humble  and  the 
lowly  as  well  as  to  the  honored  and  wealthy,  he  is  a 
worthy  successor  to  an  houored  name  and  reputation. 
Jan.  1,  I860,  he  married  Alice  Weston,  daughter  of 
Henry  Tobey,  of  Falmouth,  Mase.,  formerly  of  George- 
town, S.  C,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  one  daugh- 
ter and  three  sons,  of  whom  only  one  Is  now  living. 


CHARLES  ALMV. 

Charles  Almy,  son  of  Pardon  and  Mary  (Cook) 
Almy,  was  born  in  Tiverton,  R.  L,  June  8,  1819,  of 
parents. resident  in  Little  Compton.  He  is  a  de- 
scendant in  the  seventh  generation  from  William 
Almy,  who  came  from  England  to  New  Jersey  in 
very  early  colonial  days,  and  afterwards  permanently 
settled  in  Rhodo  Island,  where  he  became  a  large 
land-owner.  His  son  Job,  born  1640,  died  at  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  in  1684.  'The  descendants  of  William 
Almy  arc  numerous  in  Rhode  Island  and  the  con- 
tiguous parts  of  this  State.  The  line  of  descent 
from  William  to  Charles  ia  William",  Job'.  Job*, 
John4,  Sanford*,  Pardon*,  Charles'.  The  land  first 
occupied  by  William  lay  at  Little  Compton  and  Tiv- 
erton, and  is  largely  held  to-day  by  hi*  descend- 
ants. Sanford  Almy,  born  1759,  died  1844,  a  large 
real-estate  owner,  having  several  farms,  was  an  ac- 
tive Democratic  politician,  and  all  his  life  in  public 
positions  of  trust  and  honor.  He  was  8tate  senator 
Tor  many  years.  Ho  married  Lydia  Gray,  by  whom 
he  had  fifteen  children.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  in- 
tellect and  sterling  worth,  and,  while  quiet  and 
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•liming,  led  public  opinion  and  had  the  confidence  of 
all.    Both  he  and  his  wife  lived  to  advanced  years. 

Pardon  A  Im  y,  their  eighth  child,  born  1792,  died 
1864,  derived  such  advantages  of  education  from  the 
common  schools  as  to  be  competent  to  teach,  but  soon 
became  a  farmer  on  a  portion  of  the  patents!  acres, 
and  was  an  agriculturist  during  his  life.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  judgment  and  b unities*  sagacity.  He 
held  a  colonelcy  in  the  militia  and  was  a  deacon  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  He  was  quite  retiring  in  dispo- 
sition, never  socking  office,  mid  accepting  it  as  a  duty 
only  when  he  was  considered  the  best  mini  for  the  po- 
sition. He  was  of  uniformly  even  disposition,  and 
was  rarely  provoked  to  anger. 

He  and  four  brothers  lived  on  separate  places  in 
close  proximity  to  each  other,  and  they  were  all  of 
strong  physique  and  commanding  appearance.  They 
prided  themselves  on  the  amount  of  labor  they  could 
accomplish,  and  the  superior  manner  in  which  it  wus 
done.  They  were  social  aud  hospitable,  and  none  of 
them  addicted  to  any  vices.  They  were  all  good 
types  of  the  best  element  of  our  intelligent  New  Eng- 
land yeomanry,  and  valuable  and  valued  citizens. 
Each  held  an  office  which  gave  him  an  appellation  for 
life.  George  was  "  Esquire,"  Frederick  was  "  Col- 
onel," Oliver  H.  was  "Judge,"  John  was  "Major," 
and  Pardon  wus  "  Deacon." 

Pardon  married  Mary  Cook,  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Governor  William  Bradford.   They  had  scveu  chil- 
attaining  mature  yeara,  of  whom  Charles  was 


Charles  A 1  my  was  reared  a  farmer,  and  from  early 
years  was  accustomed  to  labor.  He  had  good  common 
school  and  academic  education,  and  commenced 
teaching  school  when  but  seventeen.  He  was  a 
teacher  for  seven  consecutive  years,  and  gave  good 
satisfaction.  In  1843  he  opened  a  country  store  at 
Tiverton,  where  he  remained  until  Jan.  1, 1846,  when 
he  removed  to  New  Bedford  and  engaged  in  dry-goods 
and  tailoring  business  at  "Old  4  Corners^'  corner 
Union  and  North  Water  Streets.  He  shortly  after, 
in  partnership  with  George  A.  Bourne,  as  Al my  A 
Bourne,  started  the  auction  and  commission  business 
now  conducted  by  George  A.  bourne  &  Sons,  and  wus 
connected  therewith  four  or  five  years. 

He  soon  became  interested  in  whaling,  and  devoted 
himself  largely  to  that  lucrative  business,  relinquish- 
ing the  management  of  his  store  to  his  brother  San- 
ford,  who  purchased  it  in  1861.  Mr.  Alniy  continued 
whaling  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war.  In 
1854  he  built  a  whaling  ship  (four  hundred  tons), 
the  "Seconet,"  at  Fairhaven,  and  afterwards  a  bark 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty  tons  for  merchant  ser- 
vice, which  be  named  for  his  daughter  "  Helen  W. 
A!  my."  This  vessel  is  now  running  between  San 
Francisco  and  the  Sandwich  Islands.  For  twenty-one 
years  Mr.  Almy's  office  was  in  the  building  where  he 
first  began  his  New  Bedford  business  life.  The  con- 
st of  his  present  insurance  business  was  in 


1864,  when  he  was  induced  to  take  the  agency  of  the 
National  Travelers  Accident  Insurance  Company,  of 
New  York.  This  proving  to  be  profitable,  he  accepted 
agencies  from  life  and  fire  insurance  companies,  and 
has  built  up  a  fine  business. 

Like  the  stock  from  which  he  sprung,  Mr.  Almy 
has  independent  habits  of  thought  and  a  strong  sense 
of  justice.  Ho  would  be  untrue  to  his  ancestry  if  ho 
supported  wrong,  even  though  countenanced  by  a 
powerful  and  wealthy  majority.  "There  is  a  minor- 
ity nearer  right  than  the  majority,"  and  with  thai 
minority  Mr.  Almy  has  willingly  taken  his  place. 
Anti-slavery  in  the  dark  days  when  opposition  to 
that  gigantic  evil  caused  almost  social  ostracism,  anti- 
rum  from  principle  long  before  an  organization  of  a 
Prohibition  party,  he  has  steadily  adhered  to  thosu 
principles  until  slavury  has  ceased  to  be  in  our  land, 
and  the  best  elements  of  all  classes  are  demanding 
the  prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  sale,  and  use  of 
intoxicating  liquor  as  a  beverage.  He  has  given  freely 
his  time,  his  influence,  and  his  money  in  advocacy  of 
the.  right. 

Originally  a  Democrat,  he  became  a  Free-Soiler  in 
1848,  and  supported  Free-8oil  and  Iiepuhlicau  candi- 
dates and  measures  until  the  organization  of  the  Pro- 
hibition party,  and  since  then  has  been  one  of  its 
most  active  leaders.  He  has  received  the  nomination 
of  that  party  for  momber  of  Governor's  Council,  Sec- 
retary of  Slate,  and  whs  its  candidate  for  Governor 
in  1880,  1881,  and  1882.  He  has  the  friendship  and 
confidence  of  the  best  citizens  of  New  Bedford,  served 
on  the  school  board  of  the  city  several  years,  aud  was 
its  chairman  for  three  years  ;  has  been  elected  alder- 
man, representative  to  the  Legislature,  and  Inis  refused 
several  pomination*  for  the  mayoralty,  twice  when 
the  nomination  was  equivalent  to  an  electiou. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  corporators  of  the  New 
Itedford  Five  Cent  Savings- Bunk,  organized  in  ls.V>, 
aud  has  been  connected  with  it  continuously  ever 
since  as  trustee  and  clerk.  He  has  been  a  director  in 
the  New  Bedford  Gas- Light  Company  since  its  early 
Organisation.  He  was  president  of  the  Lyceum  of 
the  town  of  New  Bedford  for  twelve cousecutivo  years, 
from  1800,  during  the  period  of  its  greatest  prosperity. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  and  one  of  the  building  commissioners  of 
the  Free  Public  Library  building.  He  joined  the 
First  Cougregutionul  Church  (Liberal  Uuitariuu)  in 
1846,  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  constant  attend- 
ants at  its  services. 

He  married,  Oct.  28,  1846,  Mary  A.,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Cynthia  (Smith)  Cuinuiings,  of  Dart- 
mouth.   They  have  four  children, — Helen  Wayne, 
Charles,  Francis  aud  Frederick  (twins).   Charles  has 
taken  the  degrees  of  A.B.  and  I.I,  h  from  Harvard 
University,  and  is  now  an  Assistant  United  States  Al- 
<  torney  in  Boston.    Francis  has  taken  the  degrees 
.  of  A.B.  and  A.M.  from  Harvard,  and  is  secretary  and 
•  treasurer  of  the  class  of  1879.    He  is  now  in  the  om- 
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ploy  of  the  Erie  and  Western  Transportation  Com- 
pany ( Anchor  Line)  at  Chicago.  Frederick  graduated 
nt  Harvard  in  1880,  and  in  now  it  student  in  the  Inw 
dcpnrtniont  of  the  same  school.  Ho  is  also  secretary 
nnd  treasurer  of  his 


HON.  W.UlllKN  LAUD. 
Hon.  Warren  I^idd  was  born  at  Bradford  (now 
Grovcland,  Mas*.),  July  21,  1813.  He  married  Lucy 
Washburn,  daughter  of  Hon.  Abel  Kingman,  of  North 
Bridgcwaler  (now  Brockton),  Nov.  22,  1842.  They 
have  five  children, — Herbert  Warren,  Sarah  Ella, 
Florence  Kingman,  Anna  Winthrop,  and  George 
Milton. 

Nathaniel  Lndd,  Esq.,  the  father  of  Warren,  wns 
born  in  Haverhill,  Mass.,  8ept.  17, 1786.  He  removed 
to  Bradford  in  1810.  For  many  years  he  waa  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  selectmen,  a  justico  of  the  pence, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Grovcland  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  deacon  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  for  about  sixty  years  was  one  of  its  most 
active  and  inllueutinl  member*.  He  married  Sally, 
daughter  of  Col.  Zebulon  Ingcrsoll,  of  Haverhill, 
July  14,  1811.  Her  father,  born  in  Gloucester  Sep- 
tember, 1757,  was  a  merchant,  a  ship-builder,  and  nn 
active,  energetic,  nnd  successful  business  man.  Her 
mother  was  Kuth,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Moody,  of 
West  Newberry,  and  her  grandmother,  Ann,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Moses  Bradstreet,  of  Kittcry,  Me. 
Warren's  ancestors  run  back  through  Nathaniel  (6), 
Nathaniel  (ft),  Nathaniel  (4),  John  (3),  8amuel  (2), 
to  Daniel  (1),  who  came  from  I/Oiulon  in  the  ship 
"  Mary  and  John"  in  1633-34.  There  is  a  tradition 
that  Daniel  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel,  of  Dartmouth, 
Kent  County,  England,  and  that  the  first  Ladda  came 
from  France  with  William  the  Conqueror,  and  settled 
in  Deal,  Kent  Co.,  where  a  portion  of  land  waa  granted 
them. 

Wnrren  l/idd  wns  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
nnd  at  the  Merrimack  Academy.  Coming  to  Now 
Bedford  in  July,  1840,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Hailroad  Company  as 
clerk  in  the  freight  office;  was  soon  promoted  to 
freight  agent,  and  then  to  general  agent  at  New  Bed- 
ford. In  1862  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  road,  which  position  he  held  until  1877.  Discon- 
nection with  this  road  continued  from  its  opening,  in 
1840,  to  its  consolidation  with  the  Boston,  Clinton 
Fitchhurg  Hailroad,  a  period  of  about  thirty- 
i  years.  This  long  term  of  service  is  the  highest 
possible  compliment  to  his  integrity,  ability,  and 
faithfulness.  Though  actively  engaged  in  arduous 
and  responsible  duties,  he  found  time  for  intellectual 
culture,  nnd  by  a  judicious  course  of  reading  acquired 
a  general  knowledge  of  scientific,  mechanical,  and 
economical  subject*.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in 
affairs,  and  gave  hi*  influence  and  active 
to  the  promotion  of  every  measure  which  in 


his  judgment  promised  to  increase  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  city.  For  this  reason  he  was  re- 
peatedly called  to  tho  service  of  the  city:  for  five 
years  as  member  of  the  Common  Council  and  one 
year  as  it*  president;  for  five  terms  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  ;  for  several  years  one  of  the 
school  committee,  and  a  trustee  of  the  Free  Public 
Library.  Of  the  latter  he  may  rightly  be  called  the 
father.  At  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the 
present  library  building,  Mayor  Howland,  in  his  ad- 
dress referring  to  the  origin  of  the  library,  said, — 

"On  the  8th  of  seventh  month  (July)  of  the  same 
year  (ISM),  Warren  Ladd,  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  from  Ward  one,  introduced  an  order  into 
that  branch  of  the  city  government '  for  the  raising 
of  a  committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing in  this  city  a  Free  Public  Library.'  This 
order  was  adopted  in  the  Common  Council  but  waa 
non-concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  This  is 
believed  to  be  the  first  order  ever  introduced  into  any 
representative  body  for  the  establishment  of  such  an 
institution,  and  to  this  gentleman  must  and  does 
belong  the  honor  of  having  taken  the  initiatory  step 
toward  the  establishment  of  a  library  for  the  public 
j  by  the  people  themselves," 

Mr.  Ladd  was  an  early  and  persistent  advocate  of 
the  introduction  of  water,  and  one  of  the  three  com- 
missioners under  whose  direction  the  water-works 
were  built.  As  showing  the  breadth  of  his  views  and 
hi*  terseness  in  staling  them,  we  quote  from  a  report 
(written  by  him)  of  a  committee  which  had  the 
matter  under  consideration : 

"  Your  committee  are  fully  of  the  opinion  that  the 
introduction  of  an  ample  supply  of  pure  water  into 
the  city  is  an  imperative  necessity,  and  one  which 
should  not  be  much  longer  delayed.  It  is  part  of 
wise,  statesmanship  to  look  at  the  future,  to  anticipate 
its  wants  and  guard  against  its  casualties.  Cities,  like 
men,  flourish  and  prosper  only  by  theirown  exertions, 
and  it  become*  those  whom  the  people  have  placed 
in  power  to  be  equal  to  the  present  emergency.  We 
have  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  city  in  our  hands. 
We  know  its  wants  and  necessities,  and  can  compre- 
hend the  crisis  In  our  affairs.  Shall  we  grasp  and 
control  the  crisis,  turn  it  with  a  steady  hand  to  our 
interest  and  prosperity?  or  allow  it  silently  nnd 
timidly  to  pass  by  and  float  beyond  our  reach  f  8hall 
we  legislate  only  for  to-day,  and  shrink  from  looking 
the  great  future  in  the  face  ;  or  shall  we,  knowing  the 
necessity  and  perceiving  the  remedy,  fearlessly  per- 
form our  duty?" 

He  was  upon  the  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  question  of  introducing  gas;  was  an  earnest  ad- 
vocate of  the  construction  of  common  sewers,  and  in- 
troduced into  the  Common  Council  the  first  order  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  purchasing  a  steam  fire-engine.  The  en- 
largement and  improvement  of  the  city  common  was 
in  a  great  measure  due  to  his  influence  and  exertions 
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In  the  late  civil  wiir  he  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Enlistment*,  and  took  an  active  part,  as  its 
records  show,  in  every  effort  made  by  the  city  to  aid 
the  national  government  in  putting  down  the  rebel- 
lion. He  has  been  connected  as  director  with  sev- 
eral corporations,  and  is  now  president  of  the  New 
Bedford  and  Fuirhaven  Street  Kuilwoy  Company, 
and  u  trustee  of  the  Five  Cent  Savings- Bank.  For 
thirty  years  he  has  held  the  commission  of  justice  of 
the  peace. 

Naturally  conservative,  Mr.  Ladd  has  none  of  that 
blind  reverence  of  the  past  which  prevent*  one  from 
keeping  abreast  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  adopt- 
ing any  new  devices  and  improvements  that  genius 
and  enterprise  may  invent  or  discover. 

In  politics,  originally  an  ardent  Whig,  he  early 
became  an  equally  earnest  and  active  Republican; 
has  been  chairman  of  the  Republican  City  Committee, 
and  in  1876  was  a  Presidential  elector  from  the  First 
Congressional  District.  He  has  written  largely  for 
the  press ;  was  for  many  years  the  New  Bedford  cor- 
respondent of  the  Haverhill  Qautte  over  the  signature 
of  "  Warren,"  and  has  contributed  many  able  articles 
to  the  New  Bedford  papers  over  the  nom  de  plume  of 
"Julius." 


WIM.IAM  HATHAWAY,  Ja. 

According  to  an  account  in  an  old  English  history, 
Thomas  Hathaway  (the  earliest  ancestor  in  America) 
sailed  from  England  in  the  "  Isabella,"  bound  for 
Marblehead,  previous  to  the  year  1680.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Starbuck,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary 
Starbuck,  about  the  year  1680.  His  son  Thomas 
moved  to  New  Bedford  (then  Dartmouth).  His  son 
Jonathan  had  two  sons,  Jonathan  and  Thomas,  from 
whom  descended  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  William 
Hathaway,  Jr.,  also  his  wife. 

Jonathan  Hathaway  had  three  children, — William, 
Elisha,  and  Jabez.  William  had  four  children,  and 
was  the  father  of  William  Hathaway,  Jr.  Thomas 
Hathaway  had  four  children, — Thomas,  Gilbert, 
Elizabeth,  and  Mary.  Thomas,  Jr.,  was  the  fattier  of 
Mary  Hathaway,  who  married  her  cousin,  William 
Hathaway,  Jr.  Their  descendants  are  four,— Au- 
gustus, William,  Mary,  and  Thomaa. 

William  Hathaway,  Jr.,  was  born  in  New  Bedford, 
July  17, 1798.  Having  as  a  boy  made  two  voyuges  to 
London  with  his  father,  he  acquired  a  taste  for  t he 
sea,  which  led  him  Inter  to  pass  twenty  years  in  the 
merchant  service.  He  made  many  voyMges  to  ports 
in  the  Mediterranean, — Trieste,  Palermo,  Malaga, 
Cadis,  Seville,  and  Gibraltar,— also  to  France,  Hol- 
land, Russia,  England,  Ireland,  West  Indies,  and  the 
Southern  ports  of  the  United  State*. 

These  voyage*  were  marked  with  pleasant  occasions 
which  filled  his  mind  with  delightful  memories.  A 
few  years  since,  at  his  home,  an  officer  in  the  navy, 
his  guest  at  the  time,  recalled  the  pleasant  inter- 


change of  courtesies  which  they  had  enjoyed  upon 
each  other's  ships  in  the  Mediterranean  forty  year* 
before,  and  it  was  the  first  time  they  had  met  since 
then.  His  favorite  city  was  St.  Petersburg,  of  which 
he  always  speaks  with  enthusiasm,  and  often  enjoys 
relating  an  interesting  incident  which  occurred  iu  his 
presence  in  that  city  during  the  raising  of  a  magnifi- 
cent und  colossal  monolith  of  red  granite  Ui  the 
memory  of  Alexander  I.,  when,  by  the  plain  commou 
sense  of  a  common  sailor,  by  welting  the  ropes  and 
thus  shrinking  them,  the  great  work  was  completed 
when  science  failed. 

Later,  in  company  with  Capt  Matthew  Luce,  he 
engaged  in  the  whaling  business,  which  copartnership 
continued  for  eighteen  years,  and  until  the  decease  of 
Capt.  Luce.  Mr.  Hathaway  continued  the  business 
until  the  time  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  retired. 

Three  of  the  vessels  were  sold  to  the  government 
for  the  stone  fleet  to  blockade  Charleston  Harbor. 
Two  were  destroyed  by  rebel  privateers.  The  first, 
the  "Virginia,"  was  taken  by  the  "Alabama,"  the 
second  by  the  "8heuandouh." 

The  bark  "Virginia"  was  taken  by  the  "Ala- 
bama" Sept  17,  1862,  and  was  the  ninth  vessel  de- 
stroyed by  Semmes. 

The  following  is  an  account,  written  from  faet*  re- 
ceived from  otie  of  the  sufferers.  The  "  Virginia" 
sailed  from  New  Bedford  three  weeks  before  she  was 
taken.  They  had  been  recruiting  at  the  Western 
Islands,  and  were  ouly  a  short  distanco  from  there 
when  captured  by  the  "Alabama."  There  wo*  no  oil 
on  board  at  the  time.  The  captain,  supposing  the 
"Alabama"  a  friendly  steamer,  as  she  was  sailing 
under  English  colors,  ordered  a  boat  lowered  to  go  to 
her,  thinking  they  might  have  letters  ;  but,  just  be- 
fore starting,  seeing  a  boat  from  the  steamer  coming 
toward*  them,  they  drew  theirs  baek  to  the  deck. 
The  boat  from  the  steamer  ueared,  and  ten  men, 
under  Lieut  Waddell  (afterwards  commander  of  the 
privateer  "Shenandoah")  boarded  the  "Virginia." 
Great  was  their  dismay  when  Lieut.  Waddell,  after 
saying  "good-morning"  to  the  captain,  passed  imme- 
diately by  him  und  commenced  pulling  down  the 
colors.  Simultaneously  the  English  Hag  on  the 
"Alabama"  was  lowered  and  the  Confederate  flag 
hoisted  in  its  place.  As  soon  as  the  flag  on  the  "  Vir- 
ginia" was  taken  down,  Lieut.  Waddell  threw  it  over 
his  arm,  und  approaching  the  captain  with  a  haughty 
air,  said,  "  Capt  Tilton,  you  are  a  prize  to  the  Con- 
federate steamer  '  Alabama.'  I  will  give  you  all  two 
hours  to  leave  the  ship,  and  allow  you  two  changes  of 
clothing,  which  must  be  taken  away  in  bags.  You 
are  then  to  be  sent  on  board  the  'Alabama,'  as  your 
ship  is  to  be  burned.'' 

There  was  great  consternation  on  board,  but  no  one 
dared  to  raUe  an  objection.  Before  the  last  bout  left 
they  set  fire  lo  the  "  Virginia"  in  three  places.  As 
they  stepped  on  the  deck  of  the  "  Alabama"  each  was 
handcuffed,  and  remained  iu  that  condition  through 
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fifteen  long  day*  and  nights.  The  disheartening 
night  nf  the  hunting  ship  wnH  before  them  for  over 
twelve  hours,  from  eleven  in  the  morning  till  twelve 
At  midnight. 

The  flames  Unshed  forth  nt  first  with  nil  fury,  ns  if 
buttling  with  the  raging  winds,  emblematic  of  Semmes' 
barbarity.  As  night  drew  around  them  the  winds 
abated  and  the  flames  grew  leas  and  less,  till  the  mid- 
night hour  revealed  only  a  spark,  the  last  bright 
symbol  of  what  their  noble  ship  had  been  to  them, 
now  only  n  phantom  in  imagination.  Oh,  that  day's 
experience,  what  a  thought)  so  weird,  so  terrible  in 
their  overwrought  and  excited  brains.  Even  the 
large  Newfoundland  dog  partook  of  the  distracted 
feelings  of  the  ship's  company.  He  was  enraged 
when  the  pirates  came  on  board,  and  after  coolly  sur- 
veying them  he  rushed  to  the  highest  place  in  the 
stern  and  growled  and  barked  fiercely.  He  seemed 
to  know  they  were  disturbing  the  peace.  The  ill- 
omened  guests  showed  some  consideration  by  allow- 
ing the  poor  crenture  to  follow  his  friends.  On  the 
"  Alabama"  the  dog  seemed  sorrowful  and  full  of 
compassion  Tor  their  ill  fate. 

The  men  were  confined  on  deck  all  the  time,  through 
sunshine  and  storm,  weary  with  exposure  and  fatigue. 


Through  the  tedious  d 
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nights  the  wind  at 


times  blew  so  heavily  thnt  in  their  nwkwnrd  position, 
with  hands  confined,  they  were  at  its  mercy,  tossed 
about  in  their  effort  to  steady  themselves  by  holding 
on  the  mil  ns  be«t  they  could,  the  handcuff*  chnfing 
their  wrists,  causing  extreme  pain,  so  increasing  their 
intense  physical  suffering.  During  the  fifteen  days 
thrcu  other  ships  were  captured,  and  two  of  them 
horned.  The  Inst  one  taken  (the  "  Emily  Fnrnham") 
they  made  use  nfto  rid  themselves  of  all  the  prisoners ; 
placed  them,  numbering  eighty  men  (from  the  three 
burned  vessels),  on  Intard,  including  the  dog,  and  sent 
them  to  Liverpool,  from  which  place  most  of  them 
shipped  for  home.  Capt.  Tilton  had  deep  scars  upon 
his  wrists,  cnused  by  the  handcuff*,  and  died  soon 
after  reaching  home,  being  completely  broken  down 
by  the  sad  and  painful  experience. 

Mr.  Hathaway  has  been  a  director  of  the  Commer- 
cial Unnk  of  New  Bedford  for  more  thnn  forty  years, 
and  also  held  the  same  position  in  the  New  Bedford 
Institution  for  Saving*.  He  has  always  been  marked 
for  his  system  and  order.  "  Not  one  member  of  his 
family  has  ever  been  obliged  to  pick  up  the  smallest 
thing  belonging  to  him."  He  has  a  plnco  for  every- 
thing, and  keeps  everything  in  its  place  to  a  remark- 
able degree  for  one  of  his  advanced  age.  Although 
eighty-five  years  of  age,  he  has  quite  good  health,  has 
never  used  spectacles  in  the  daytime,  and  sometimes 
reads  in  the  evening  without  them.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  generous  of  fathers,  and  particularly  thoughtful 
of  the  welfare  of  those  about  him. 

Thomas  Hathaway,  Sr.,  was  born  in  New  Bedford 
in  1732.  Being  the  oldest  son,  he  inherited  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  his  father's  estate,  and  in  1764  commenced 


the  business  of  ship-building  upon  the  Acushnet  River, 
and  carried  it  on  with  profit  until  the  Revolution 
(1776).  He  erected  the  three-story  dwelling  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  South  Water  and  School  Streets, 
in  New  Bedford,  and  made  it  his  residence  in  1772. 
It  was  an  elegant  private  residence  for  those  days,  and 
a  mark  for  the  British  soldiers  io  1778,  but  not  much 
injured. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  Mr.  Hathaway  es- 
poused the  Tory  cause,  being  conncctod  by  innrriage 
with  the  family  of  Col.  Bradford  Gilbert,  or  Nova 
Scotia.  His  wife  was  Miss  Deborah  Oilbcrt,  a 
daughter  of  that  gentleman.  In  Jnnuary,  1777, 
owing  to  his  Tory  principle*,  Mr.  Hathaway  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  States.  He  went  to  Nova 
Scotia,  and  remained  nearly  six  years  in  the  family 
of  Col.  Gilbert,  with  the  exception  of  thirteen 
months'  service  upon  a  British  ship-of-war.  Before 
leaving  home  he  placed  his  family  for  safety  in  his 
country  residence,  a  short  distance  north  of  New  Bed- 
ford, where  his  wife  lived  in  retirement,  devoting  her- 
self to  the  instruction  of  her  four  children. 

Her  son,  Thomas  Hathaway,  Jr.,  often  spoke  of  his 
mother  as  "a  lady  of  great  personal  dignity  and  re- 
finement," qualifications  borne  in  his  character  to  a 
very  great  degree.  He  was  a  fine  scholar  in  mathe- 
matics nnd  nn  excellent  penman,  and  often  boasted 
that  his  instruction  wns  entirely  from  his  mother. 

He  was  their  oldest  child,  and  waa  born  in  1768. 
Sept.  r>,  1778,  the  British  under  Gen.  Grey  landed  to 
burn  New  Bedford,  and  hiding  her  plate  and  valua- 
bles, Mrs.  Hathaway  trusted  to  the  loyalty  of  her 
husband  to  protect  her;  but  she  waa  treated  with  vio- 
lence and  given  a  shock  from  which  she  never  recov- 
ered, but  gradually  failed,  and  died  in  1783,  soon  after 
her  husband's  return. 

Soon  after  the  Revolution  the  noted  Jemima  Wil- 
kinson came  to  New  Bedford  on  a  proselyting  tour, 
and  was  there  at  three  different  times,  once  remaining 
nearly  a  year.  She  made  two  tours  to  Connecticut, 
preaching  nearly  every  day,  and  gathered  many  fol- 
lowers. In  these  two  journeys  she  was  accompanied 
by  Thomas  Hathaway,  who  joined  her  society  in  1784, 
and  his  son,  Thomas  Hathaway,  Jr.  In  1788  she  left 
New  Bedford,  with  a  large  band  of  followers,  for 
Philadelphia,  purposing  to  go  to  Western  New  York 
from  there  and  establish  a  colony  in  that  great  wil- 
derness. Thomas  Hnthaway  sold  all  his  property, 
much  of  it  at  a  sacrifice,  and,  with  his  four  children, 
—Thomas,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  Gilbert,— accompa- 
nied her.  He  was  the  leader  of  an  exploring  party 
sent  the  next  year  to  find  a  locality,  but  after  going 
as  far  as  Painted  Post,  on  the  Canisteo,  they  returned 
with  an  unfavorable  report.  Nothing  daunted,  she  in 
1790,  with  her  whole  following,  passed  up  the  Susque- 
hanna to  Newtown,  now  Elmira,  under  the  guidance 
of  Gen.  Sullivan,  who  had  fought  the  Indians  in  that 
section  in  1779.  There  he  left  the  party,  and  with 
great  difficulty  they  made  their  way  to  the  outlet  of 
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Crooked  (Keuka)  Lake,  which  Thomaa  Hathaway 
wan  one  of  the  three  of  the  company  to  first  diacover. 
During  the  troublous  timus  and  discomforts  of  the 
oatabliahtnent  of  this  colony,  Thomaa  Hathaway,  Sr., 
and  Thomaa  Hathaway,  Jr.,  were  of  great  aid  by  rea- 
son of  their  fertile  ingenuity,  good  judgment,  arid 
strong,  practical  common  serine.  They  were  fitted 
well  for  this  work,  and  much  of  the  hardship  rested 
upon  them.  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  Gilbert,  his  brother, 
built  the  first  sail-vessel  ou  Seneca  Lake,  for  the 
transportation  of  supplies  from  Oeneva. 

Thomas  Hathaway,  8r.,  in  company  with  other 
gentlemen,  bought  large  tracts  of  the  public  lands. 
He  wus  a  stanch  follower  of  the  Friend  to  his 
death,  and  gave  freely  of  his  possessions  to  gratify 
her  many  whims.  He  died  in  Jerusalem,  N.  Y.,  in 
1798,  sged  sixty-six  years.  His  daughter  Mary  mar- 
ried Eliphalet  Norris,  and  lived  most  of  her  life  upon 
a  plantation  in  Maryland.  His  daughter  Elizabeth, 
a  lady  of  rare  brilliancy  of  mind  and  dignity  of  char- 
acter, married  Judge  Joshua  Ferris,  of  Tioga  County, 
N.  Y.,  a  gentleman  of  culture,  and  for  many  years 
the  principal  surveyor  of  public  lands  in  the  southern 
section  of  the  State.  He  also  held  many  offices  of 
trust  in  the  gift  of  the  government,  his  commissions 
being  from  Presidents  Washington,  Adams,  and  Jef- 
ferson. Gilbert  Hathaway  was  a  large  landholder  in 
Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years. 

Thomas  Hathaway,  Jr.,  was  for  many  year*  a  regu- 
lar Friend,  and  belonged  to  the  society  of  Jemima 
Wilkinson  until  his  marriage  in  1793  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  Elnathnn  Botaford,  who  was  a  follower 
of  Jemima  Wilkinson,  from  New  Milford,  Conn. 
The  rules  of  the  society  forbade  marriage,  and  both 
were  excommunicated  and  forbidden  to  enter  her 
meetings.  Jemima  endeavored  to  alienate  his  father 
against  them  that  she  might  control  his  large  prop- 
erty, but  did  not  succeed.  He  purchased  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  for  which 
his  father  had  paid  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  This 
was  sold  in  1866  by  his  descendants  for  sixty-five 
dollars  per  acre.  He  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
principal  surveyors  of  Western  New  York,  and  was 
prominent  in  civil  and  military  matters.  He  lived 
fifty-nine  years  on  the  farm  in  Milo,  Yates  Co.,  where 
he  first  settled,  raised  seven  children,  and  died  May 
23,  1863,  aged  eighty-four  years.  His  wife  wasa  more 
than  ordinary  woman  in  many  ways,  and  died  Nov. 
8,  I860,  io  her  ninety-sixth  year.  They  were  buried 
in  the  first  cemetery  laid  out  in  the  county,  and  done 
by  Mr.  Hathaway  himself. 


HIM  KON  HAWKS. 
Simeon  Hawea  was  born  on  Tarkiln  Hill,  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  Aug.  14,  1818.    His  paternal  grand- 
father, Levi  Hawes,  was  a  native  of  Stoughtnn,  Mass., 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation.   Levi  died  at  the  age  of 


forty,  from  the  effects  of  an  injury  he  had  received. 
He  left  a  widow  and  several  children,  of  whom  Levi, 
Jr.,  was  one,  born  May  25,  1792,  in  Stoughton,  Mass. 
In  early  life  he  was  a  hatter  by  trade,  hut  during  a 
period  of  more  than  sixty  years  he  wbm  a  farmer  on 
Tarkiln  Hill,  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
where  he  settled  previous  to  1818.  He  was  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  for  more 
!  than  half  a  century  was  a  deacon  of  the  same.  He 
!  was  respected,  and  those  who  knew  him  best  were  his 
;  warmest  friends.  He  married,  first,  Harriet  Peirce, 
in  1813.  She  was  a  relative  of  Mayor  Peirce,  of  Bos- 
ton, and  was  born  June  16,  1796,  and  died  Feb.  20, 
1820.  Theyhad  four  children, — Levi,  Harriet, Simeon, 
and  Jason  L.  Harriet  (deceased)  married  Calvin 
Marshall,  of  Easton,  and  had  children, — Levi  and 
Jason  L.,  died  young.  Simeon  alone  remains  of  this 
family.  Levi  Hawes  married  for  his  second  wife, 
July  16,  1820,  Azubah,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Jonathan 
Capen,  of  Sloughton,  Mass.  His  wife  was  a  Miss 
Glover,  a  member  of  a  very  prominent  family. 

Of  this  union  there  were  Eleanor,  Axubah  (de- 
ceased), I-evi  (deceased),  Jonathan  C,  Thomas  II.. 
Elisha,  and  Duvid  C.  Mrs.  Hawes  died  August, 
1879,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  and  Mr.  Hawes  died 
April,  1880.  Simeon  Hawes,  above  referred  to,  si.eut 
s  his  boyhood  days  upon  his  father's  farm,  receiving 
such  advantages  for  an  education  as  the  district 
schools  of  that  day  afforded.  At  sixteen  we  find  him 
working  on  the  farm  by  the  mouth  for  Capt.  William 
Hathaway,  and  during  the  two  following  yean  he 
worked  at  ship-building  for  Wilson  Ilaratow,  of  Malta- 
poisett.  At  nineteen  he  returned  home,  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  with  his  father,  working  on  the  farm, 
until  he  was  twenty-four.  April  25,  1841,  he  married 
Maria  E.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Polly  Brightman, 
of  Westport,  Mass.  She  was  born  June  2,  1818,  and 
died  May  26,  1880.  Their  children  are  John  F.,  An- 
drew 8.  (deceased),  Charles  S.  (deceased),  Sylvanus 
T.,  Harriet  E,  Levi  (deceased),  George  W.,  Cynthia 
A.,  Mary  A.,  and  Joseph  B.  Mr.  Hawes  settled  ou 
his  present  farm  in  his  native  town  soon  after  his 
marriage,  and  has  resided  here  ever  since.  For  more 
thau  fourteen  years  ho  has  been  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber  at  Smith  Mills  and  in  Acush- 
net;  for  twenty-six  year*  he  lias  been  engaged  in  the 
ice  business,  and  owns  u  quarter-interest  in  the  New 
Bedford  Ice  Company,  which  has  proved  remunera- 
tive, and  for  many  years  was  the  superintendent  of 
"  paving  streets  and  roads." 

Mr.  Hawes  bus  met  with  some  severe  losses  by  fire, 
first  in  1877,  when  his  interest  at  Smith  Mills  was 
destroyed,  and  second,  June  7,  1882,  when  his  house, 
his  ice  buildings,  etc.,  were  destroyed,  causing  a  I..-, 
of  more  thun  fifteen  tliounnml  dollars.  In  polities,  he 
is  a  Republican,  He  was  u  member  of  the  Common 
Council  one  year,  but,  as  a  rule,  has  not  been  an 
aspirant  for  political  honors.  Mrs.  Hawes  was  a 
I  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  a  liberal 
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supporter  and  attendant  upon  the  Congregational 
Church.  Ilia  sons  John  F.  and  Sylvanus  T.  are  en- 
gnged  with  their  father  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber 
at  Smith  Mill",  under  the  firm-name  of  llawea  &Sons. 

CAIT.  JONATHAN  CAPKN  HAWK?. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Capen  Hawcs,  son  of  Levi  by  his 
second  wife,  Awibah  Capen,  was  born  on  the  home 
farm,  Tarkiln  Hill,  New  Bedford,  Mans.,  May  8, 
1826.  He  remnincd  at  home  assisting  his  father  on 
the  farm  summers  and  attending  the  district  school 
winters  until  ho  was  some  fourteen  years  of  age, 
having  in  the  meantime,  however,  lived  with  his  uncle, 
Thomas  Capen,  in  Stoughton,  Mass.,  and  attended 
school  in  that  place  some  six  months. 

At  fourteen  he  left  home  to  learn  the  sailmakcr's 
trade  of  one  William  T.  Cook,  and  after  a  short  time 
returned  home  and  went  to  school. 

At  sixteen,  in  1842,  he  commenced  his  whaling  life 
ss  a  common  sailor  in  ship  "  Roman,"  Alex.  R. 
Barker,  master.  They  went  to  the  Northwest  coast 
via  Good  Hope,  returning  via  the  Horn,  thus  com- 
pleting his  first  trip  around  the  world  in  about  two 
years.  His  second  trip  was  with  the  same  captain 
and  ship  as  a  boat-atocrcr ;  lime,  thirty  months. 
During  his  third  voyage,  as  third  officer,  he  visited  the 
eastern  coast  of  the  Eastern  Continent,  and '  wns 
gone  some  four  and  one-half  years  from  home.  His 
next  trip  took  him  into  Behring's  Strait,— this  time 
as  first  mate.  They  lost  their  ship  at  Fort  Clarence, 
and  Mr.  Hawes  returned  home  via  California  and  the 
Isthmus. 

At  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  in  1854,  Mr.  Hawcs 
became  master  of  the  ship  "  Elixa  Adams,"  Edward 
C.  Jones,  agent.  They  went  into  tho  North  Pacific 
Ocean,  were  very  successful,  and  returned  after  being 
absent  thirty-one  months.  His  second  trip  as  master 
was  in  the  ship  "  Emma  C.  Jones,"  visiting  the  coast 
of  Western  Africa  and  St.  Helena.  After  a  voyage 
of  some  twenty-four  months  he  returned  home  and 
remained  some  time,  when  he  again  took  command  of 
a  ship,  this  time  the  "  Milo,"  and  visited  the  North 
Pacific  and  Arctic  Oceans.  It  was  during  this  voyage 
that  he  was  captured  by  Capt  Waddcll.of  the  "Shen- 
andoah." He  compromised  with  Capt.  Waddcll  by 
giving  bonds  to  the  amount  of  forty-six  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  he  was  permitted  to  proceed  to 
8nn  Francisco  with  his  ship  and  some  two  hundred 
men. 

He  closed  his  career  as  a  whaler  in  1869,  and  has 
since  resided  in  his  native  town.  Since  his  return  he 
hat  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  with  his 
brother  Simeon  in  tho  Acushnet  Saw-Mill.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  been  a  Republican.  In  1874  he  was  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council,  and  in  1878  member  of  the 
board  of  aldermen.  He  has  been  three  times  married. 
First  to  Jeruiha  Blake,  of  Stoughtou,  June  19,  18M. 
They  had  two  children,— Addie  R.  (deceased),  who 


married  John  Leonard,  of  New  Bedford,  and  has  one 
sou,  John  H.  Frederick  B.  is  a  young  man,  and  re- 
sides at  home.  Mrs.  Hawcs  died  at  sea,  in  the  North 
Pacific,  Aug.  8,  1868,  and  her  remains  were  brought 
home  and  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Acushnet.  Capt. 
Hawes  married  for  his  second  wife,  Nov.  20,  1869, 
Mrs.  Sylvia  R.  Leonard,  widow  of  John  W.  Leonard, 
ami  daughter  of  James  and  Phmbe  Tucker,  of  Dart- 
mouth.  They  had  one  daughter,  Alice  T.,  who  died 

I  at  ten  years.  Mrs.  Hawes  died  Jane  13,  1876,  and 
the  captain  married  for  his  third  wife,  April  10,  1877, 

1  Mary  W.,  widow  of  Albert  Collins,  and  daughter  of 
Noah  and  Hannah  Davis,  of  Fall  River.  Of  this 
union  there  have  been  three  children,  viz.,  Jonathan 
C,  Jr.  (deceased),  Mary  A.,  and  Grace  W. 

Capt.  Hawes  and  his  brother  Simeon  are  among  the 
wide-awake  business  men  of  Acushnet  Avenue.  They 
make  no  pretensions  to  wealth  or  fame,  but  are  living 
in  a  quiet  way,  surrounded  with  the  comforts  of  happy 
homes,  the  legitimate  result  of  industry  and  frugality. 
They  enjoy  the  confidence  of  their  townsmen,  and  are 
worthy  representatives  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
New  England. 

EDWARD  HASKELL. 
Anything  written  of  the  mercantile  history  of  New 
Bedford  would  be  decidedly  incomplete  without  some- 
thing more  than  a  mere  mention  of  Edward  Haskell, 
ono  for  so  many  years  identified  with  ita  business  in- 
terests.   He  was  son  of  Deacon  Calvin  and  Ann 
(Hersey)  Haskell,  and  was  born  in  Still  River,  Mass., 
about  1828,  and  passed  his  early  life  iu  school,  but  on 
account  of  the  business  reverses  of  his  father  was 
compelled  to  go  to  work  early,  and  finally  waa  in  the 
employ  of  a  Boston  firm,  for  whom  he  came  to  New. 
Bedford  as  a  yonng  man  to  dispose  of  a  stock  of  goods, 
intending  only  to  remain  a  short  time;  but  meeting 
with  success,  his  employers  concluded  to  keep  him  in 
trade* here,  especially  as  he  liked  the  place  and  found 
warm  friends.   In  1849  he  began  business  for  himself 
in  a  small  way  on  the  west  side  of  Purchase  Street, 
between  William  and  Union  8treets,  as  a  dry-goods 
merchant.    He  was  successful,  full  of  energy,  and 
very  |>opular,  and  after  a  year  or  so  passed  there, 
!  moved  across  the  street  to  the  middle  store  of  the 
number  lately  occupied  by  him.    Here  his  business 
!  rapidly  increased,  and  he  showed  remarkable  business 
j  capacity  in  securing  the  class  of  goods  most  salable, 
I  and  introduced  many  departments  not  strictly  classed 
[  as  dry  goods.    For  more  than  thirty  years  Mr.  Has- 
kell continued  in  trade  on  the  same  site,  and  was 
compelled  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of  his  premises 
frequently,  and  finally,  nt  the  time  of  his  death,  Dec. 
11,  1882,  the  firm  of  Edward  Haskell  &  Co.  (formed 
in  1876)  occupied  four  stores,  consolidated  into  one 
large  emporium  of  trade.    In  spite  of  competition  of 
Uie  closest  kind,  Mr.  Haskell  had  a  steady  advance 
in  his  business  from  his  very  first  day  of  trade,  and 
I  stood  for  years  as  the  leading  and  representative  mer- 
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chant  of  New  Bedford.  He  married,  first,  Sarah 
Claflin,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child,  George  Edward,  now  the  junior  member  of  the 
mercantile  houae  of  Abrara  French  A  Co.,  Boaton, 
Maas.  He  married,  second,  LouUa  B.,  only  daughter 
of  Alexander  H.  and  Louisa  (Crandall)  Seabury,  of 
New  Bedford.  They  had  two  children, — Mary  Cran- 
and  Helen  Parker.  Mr.  Haskell  was  for  many 
i  a  prominent  and  active  member  of  the  North 
Congregational  Church  of  New  Bedford,  and  was  oue 
of  its  deacon*,  and  for  eleven  years  was  superintendent 
of  its  flourishing  Sabbath-acliool,  in  which  he  was 
greatly  interested. 

He  was  a  man  of  very  fine  taste  in  art,  and  was  a 
rare  judge  of  paintings,  statuary,  and  other  kindred 
works.  He  was  very  fond  of  peta,  had  a  great  fancy 
for  fine  horses,  pigeons,  fowls,  etc.,  and  raised  many 
of  thera.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  flowers, 
and  engaged  with  all  the  ardor  of  his  nature  in  hor- 
ticulture. He  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Horticultural  Society,  and  was  awarded  a  silver 
medal  for  his  collection  of  "  Nytnphieas"  in  it*  an- 
nual exhibition  in  1881.  Among  the  lover*  and  cul- 
tivators of  flowers  he  took  a  high  rank.  He  was  a 
man  of  positive  character,  carrying  nearly  everything 
he  undertook  to  completion.  He  had  a  pleasant, 
winning  manner,  and  treated  every  one  with  the  most 
perfect  courtesy.  He  waa  firm  in  opposition  to  any- 
thing he  deemed  wrong,  but  equally  as  strong  in  ad- 
vocating anything  for  the  improvement  and  elevation 
of  mankind.  He  was  generous  and  hospitable  to  a 
fault,  and  many  acts  of  hi*  kindness  are  known  only 
to  those  who  received  the  benefit*  of  hi*  broad  char- 
ity. In  many  thing*  Mr.  Haakel)  waa  sensitive  to 
the  utmost  degree.  His  love  for  the  beautiful  was 
manifested  in  everything,  in  the  adornment  of  home 
and  grounds,  in  the  decoration  of  his  place,  in  per- 
sonal appearance  and  dress,  in  artistic  display  of 
goods,  etc  In  Die  home  circle  he  was  a  loving  hus- 
band, and  a  father  who  gratified,  if  possible,  every 
wish.  He  waa  a  strong  friend,  a  very  pleasant  and 
social  companion,  with  a  large  number  of  personal 
friend*  in  the  leading  circle*  of  society.  Ha  gave  at 
all  times  his  time  and  money  freely  for  church  and 
benevolent  purposes.  A  fluent  and  effective  speaker, 
he  was  always  ready  to  respond  when  asked  to  speak 
for  any  good  cau»e,  and  was  one  of  the  most  unselfish 
or  men,  seeming  only  to  be  fully  happy  when  doing 
something  for  the  happiness  or  benefit  or  others.  Iu 
him  the  poor  lost  a  true  friend,  and  New  Bedford  one 
of  her  keenest  business  men  and  public-spirited  cili- 


PRKDKRICK   PA  UK  Kit. 

Frederick  Parker  wa*  the  son  of  the  well-known 
merchant  of  New  Bedford,  John  Avery  Parker.  He 
was  born  during  the  residence  of  his  parents  at  West- 
port,  the  15th  of  May,  1806.   Ou  the  completion  of 


his  collegiate  course  at  Brown's  University,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  he  entered  his  father's  office,  and  in  a 
short  time  became  a  co-partner  with  him,  under  the 
firm-name  of  John  A.  Parker  A  Son. 

In  business  affairs  he  possessed  iu  a  marked  degree 
the  power  of  discerning  the  abilities  of  ineu.  This 
acutenesa  of  judgment  enabled  him  to  select  for  em- 
ployment those  of  such  character  and  efficiency  as 
led  to  a  remarkable  uniformity  of  success.  He  re- 
mained in  business  with  his  father  until  1848,  when 
on  his  change  of  residence  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  co-partnership  was  dissolved. 

The  death  of  John  Avery  Parker  in  1853  recalled 
him  to  New  Bedford  to  fulfill  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  him  a*  one  of  the  executors  of  his  father's  es- 
tate, the  final  settlement  of  which  he  did  not  live  to 
see.  From  thi*  time  until  hi*  death  he  resided  there 
engaged  in  the  commission  and  whale-fishery  busi- 


In  1854,  on  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  James 
Arnold,  ho  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Bedford  Com- 
mercial Bank  (now  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce), 
which  position  he  held  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Parker  married  a  member  of  one  of  the  old 
families  of  New  Bedford,  Abby  Coggesliall,  daughter 
of  Haydon  Coggeshall,  on  Feb.  II,  1829.  They 
visited  Europe  in  1832,  and  again  in  1841,  remaining 
over  a  year  each  time.  He  erected  iu  1850  on  Acush- 
net  Avenue,  New  Bedford,  a  humNoine  residence. 
He  had  lived  in  it  but  a  few  mouths  when  a  stuldun 
accident  terminated  his  life. 

Mr.  Parker  had  no  children,  but  he  adopted  at  an 
early  age  the  orphan  daughter  of  his  wile's  eldest 
brother,  who  had  been  hi*  most  intimate  friend.  To 
her  and  her  son  he  bequeathed  his  fortune. 

Mr.  Parker  was  striking  in  appearance,  being  six 
feet  in  height,  of  very  handsome  physique,  and  fine 
erect  carriage.  He  was  a  stanch  friend  to  those  dear 
to  him,  aud  was  well  known  for  his  generous  hospi- 
tality. His  place  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  was 
high,  as  the  following,  from  the  New  IM/urd  Daily 
Mercury  of  Oct.  22,  1801,  shows: 

"  Frederick  Parker,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  died  about 
three  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon.  His  death,  so 
sudden,  produced  a  shock  iu  our  community,  where 
Mr.  Parker  has  so  long  resided  and  iu  which  he  has 
been  so  prominent.  It  is  a  public  loss  which  will  be 
keenly  felt,  not  alone  by  those  who  formed  the  circle, 
and  that  was  large,  of  Mr.  Parker's  |>ersonal  friends, 
but  by  the  mass  of  our  citizens,  who  more  or  leas  will 
be  affected  by  it.  A  man  of  wealth,  money  was  not 
his  idol ;  it  waa  not  an  end  with  him  but  a  means, 
and  he  dispensed  it  with  a  liberal  hand.  Those  who 
knew  him  most  intimately  s|>cak  in  warm  terms  of  his 
uuallectcd  kindness  und  of  his  forgctfulucn*  of  self  in 
his  unwearied  devotion  to  those  dependent  upon  him." 
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Conclusion — We  cannot  more  fittingly  close  our 
history  of  this  grand  old  municipality  than  by  quot- 
ing the  language  of  one  of  her  moat  illustrious  and 
honored  citizens,  the  Hon.  William  W.  Crapo: 

"  Beautiful,  indeed,  for  situation  is  this  city  of 
New  Bedford.  Few  places  arc  there  on  this  continent, 
or  elsewhere,  which  no  well  unite  the  institutions, 
benefits,  and  advantages  of  the  city  with  the  fresh- 
ness and  simplicity  and  comfort  of  rural  life.  Lying 
between  green  pastures  on  the  one  hand  and  the  still 
waters  of  the  river  on  the  other,  fronting  upon  this 
bay,  which  is  as  charming  as  the  Bay  of  Naples,  and 
rising  with  the  elevation  of  conscious  pride  from  its 
shores,  its  physical  condition  and  position  are  delight- 
ful beyond  exception.  We  rejoice  to  observe  and  re- 
memlwr  that  those  who  have  shaped  its  outward  for- 
tunes have  been  studious  to  make  it  attractive  and 
healthful  as  the  home  of  a  cultured  and  enlightened 
people.  Its  well-made  and  well-kept  avenues  and 
streets,  shaded  by  long  lines  of  trees,  which  our 
fathers  have  planted  ;  its  complete  and  cleanly  drain- 
age, which  the  incoming  and  outgoing  tides  make 
perfect  and  efficient;  its  abundant  and  pure  water, 
distributed  and  available  for  all  the  purposes  of  do- 
mestic, mechanical,  and  protecting  use;  its  trained, 
alert,  and  electric  fire  department;  its  well-diflused 
system  for  gas-lighting;  its  schools,  its  churches  and 
cha|>e!s,  and  bethel ;  its  hospital,  its  home  for  orphans, 
its  many  unions  of  hearts  and  hands  for  good  works; 
its  comfortable  and  pleasant  homes,  after  the  best 
methods  of  New  England  life,  combine  to  make  this 
municipality  worthy  of  our  beat  aiTections  and  of  our 
constant  effort  for  its  prosperity  and  peace." 


i 

CHAPTER  XIII. 
ACU8IINET.' 

ActJflHNBT  is  alphabetically  the  first,  and  chrono- 
logically the  last  town  In  Bristol ;  the  section  of  land 
which  bears  this  name  being  until  recently  parts  of 
other  towns.  It  is  a  pleasant  little  township  in  the 
southerly  and  easterly  part  of  the  county.  It  is 
bounded  northerly  by  Freetown,  easterly  by  Rochcs- 
ter  (in  Plymouth  County),  southerly  by  Fairhaven, 
and  westerly  by  New  Bedford.  It  derives  its  name 
from  the  Indian  name  of  this  section  of  old  Dart- 
mouth, which  was  variously  spelled  in  the  records  of 
the  seventeenth  century, — Cushenagg,  Accusshaneck, 
Acushena,  Acqucsscnt,  Acusshna,  Aquishnet,  Aqusct, 
and  Acushnet. 

From  1664  to  1787  nearly  all  of  Acushnet  that 
now  is  was  a  part  of  old  Dartmouth ;  from  1787  to 
1812  it  was  a  part  of  New  Bedford;  and  from  1812 
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to  1860  it  was  included  in  Fairhaven.  The  subject 
of  dividing  the  town  of  Fairhaven  was  agitated  a 
long  while  before  the  act  occurred.  The  people  in 
the  north  part  of  the  town  felt  that  as  that  section 
was  sparsely  populated  they  did  not  get  their  share 
of  the  appropriation,  especially  for  schools.  Then 
after  the  old  Presbyterian  meeting-house  was  torn 
down,  the  question  came  where  to  build  a  new  one. 
The  people  in  the  village  of  Fairhaven  wanted  it 
nearer  them,  and  finally  succeeded  in  having  it  built 
on  an  acre-lot  just  north  of  Woodside  Cemetery,  on  the 
Fairhaven  road.  This  building  was  subsequently 
burned  by  an  incendiary  fire.  The  meetings  were 
then  held  down  in  Fairhaven  village;  this  was  the 
straw  that  broke  the  camel's  back,  and  the  "  north- 
enders"  renewed  iheir  purpose  for  a  division.  Among 
the  zealous  advocates  of  the  division  and  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  movement  was  Rev.  Israel  Washburn, 
who  owned  the  farm  on  which  he  resided,  situated 
next  north  of  the  present  Laura  Keene  farm  in 
Acushnet.  Mr.  Washburn  was  a  man  of  firmness,  of 
a  strong,  positive  nature,  with  a  good  intellect  and 
readiness  of  speech,  and  was  well  calculated  to  be 
chosen  as  leader  in  such  a  movement.  He  was  born 
in  this  town  in  1796,  in  the  last  house  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road  leading  eastward  from  White's  fac- 
tory. He  was  for  many  years  in  the  Methodist  min- 
istry, before  and  after  his  residence  in  Acushnet  at 
the  time  of  the  divisinu,  a  part  of  which  time  he  was 
in  the  grocery  business  at  Parting  Ways,  as  I.  Wash- 
burn &  Son  (William  H.  Washburn).  His  name 
heads  a  petition  made  to  the  General  Court  of  the 
winter  of  1858-59,  praying  for  a  division  or  the  town. 
The  petition  was  before  the  legislative  committee, 
but  no  other  action  was  taken  than  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject to  the  next  General  Court.  The  petitioners  at 
once  set  about  procuring  all  that  was  necessary  to  aid 
them  to  success  at  the  following  session. 

In  a  warrant  issued  for  a  town-meeting  in  Fair- 
haven April  4,  1859,  article  eleven  asked  action  on 
the  petitions  of  Rev.  Israel  Washburn  and  others, 
"  now  referred  to  the  next  Legislature,"  with  refer- 
ence to  a  division  of  the  town,  and  it  was  voted  that 
a  committee  of  five  be  nominated  by  the  chair  to  de- 
fine a  line  of  division  of  the  town  and  report  This 
committee  as  appointed  and  chosen  consisted  of  Isaac 
Wood,  Arthur  Cox,  Jonathan  Cowen,  Cyrus  E.  Clark, 
Charles  H.  Adams,  and  John  Ellis.  This  committee 
reported  at  a  meeting  of  June  2, 1859,  and  this  same 
committee  was  requested  to  appear  before  the  next 
Legislature  and  present  all  the  facts  in  the  case  that 
could  be  procured  by  them.  They  did  so,  and  not 
only  that,  but  a  petition  in  favor  of  the  division  was 
also  presented,  signed  by  a  lorge  number  of  the  resi- 
dents of  the  south  part  of  the  town.  A  resultof  this 
was  that  the  committee  of  the  Legislature  before 
which  the  matter  was  heard  reported  in  favor  of  the 
division,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Legislature  at  once  passed  the  following: 
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t ;  themes  fium  sandstone  noiuiinl  In  • 
■rljt  dlreetiou  In  »  arrelght  tine  Is  the  eoatheaat  oomer  of 
lh« '  Royal  1 1  >  I  aaway  lira,'  ao  «IM  ;  tbenc*  in  U»  *oatb  Hue  of  old 
■arm  to  the  southwest  corner  bound*  thereof;  Iheoe*  continuing  weatrily 
lu  the  Maui  direction  Ui  the  centre  of  lb*  channel  of  Acaehuel  Hirer,  or 
dlelelon  lln«  b*t«MQ  ilis  town  of  Falrhevea  and  tlie  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, Is  hereby  Incorporated  into  e  separate  town  by  lb*  hm  of  Acueh- 
net,  *ud  tb*  Mid  lawn  of  Acuehntt  U  hereby  ti-etod  with  nil  lb*  powm 
aad  pnTllegB*.  right*  and  ImaiaaiU**,  aad  ahall  be  *uld*ct  to  nil  lb* 
.  dull**  and  requbrillou*  tu  which  other  towns  are  entitled  and  till 
by  Um  Ooaatluttlon  ana  lawa  of  tb*  coaiojonwreltli. 

"oaorioa  1.   Th*  Inhabitant*  of  aald  Iowa  of 
bolden  to  pa/  to  in*  «oll*elor  of  InxM  of  tb.  town  of 
arrearages  of  Uzm  legally 

lion  to  be  "ascertained  and  dslornlaod  by  U>*  UM  ralu.ll...  of  UrTaeid 
Iowa  of  fslrbana  ,  and  aaU  town  of  Acuahn.t  to  pay  four  lw*nly-tlUrda 
of  lb*  dabii  dno  and  owing  from  tb*  town  of  FalrbeTeu  at  lb*  Haw  of 
Um  paasags  of  thw  act,  and  b*  en  II  tied  to  rrcel.e  ruur-lw*nly-lbinl*  nf 
all  Um  raal  and  pansaal  property  and  aval*  owned  by  ordae  l»  lb* 
■aid  Iowa  of  Falrbareo,  and  aball  a*  ItaU*  to  refund  to  aald  Iowa  of 
lairhaeea  foar  twaaly  third*  of  lb*  '  aurplua  meane' wliea  Uie  aald 
I*  called  for  accordlnf  to  tb*  prorlaiona  of  law. 

"Bsc-noa  S.  Tb*  Mid  town*  of  laliharsn  and  Acuehaet  aball  b* 
reapectleely  liable  for  Uia  support  of  all  ptraoaa  who  now  do  aad  wbo 
May  brr**A*r  aland  la  n**d  of  raleef  aa  pnapara  wl*u*e  trttlaaittut  wee 
gained  by  or  dartred  wllblti  their  respective  limits. 

"ttlCTfOS  4.  Th*  town*  of  FaJrhareo  and  Acusbuel  aball  bold  the  fol- 
lowing d  avert  bed  propeity,  situated  la  Ibelr  reepectlee  limits,  a*  valued 
by  tb*lr  commute*,  appointed  June  Iw.niyflrtb,  In  lb*  year 
boadred  and  fifty -nine,  'for  Ui*  porpoa*  of  praaentln| 
Um  Legleleture  to  anabl*  U.em  In  make  •  just  and  equitable  apportion- 
matit  of  tb*  pabtk  property, 
vis.:  V 


I  lot  In 

i  of  rait  liar  an,  and  lb*  *afta*  and  fixture,  tbarrla;  two 
ibaad  taglae*  aow  in  the  village,  th*  town-hou**  lot,  lb*  watch, 
honae  aad  lot,  L  8.  Alk*n's  grevrl  lot,  on*  *af*  la  Uie  town  clerk's 
eslee,  and  ao  much  of  other  properly  a*  will  tneke  ulaeieea-tweaty- 
third*  of  Um  public  property  aa  valued  by  Mid  ooaimitle*.  Th*  Iowa  of  { 
Acvehnet  ahall  exclusively  hold  Uie  angine-houaa  and  lot,  together  with 
Uie  angina  and  fix!  urea.  In  Acuahoul  Tillage ;  the  school  henae  and  lot 
la  school  deatrlct  number  *lghl*ru,  two  lawn  pound*,  the  '  freemen 
Hathaway'  lot.  Um  1  Beruael  Stacy'  lot,  and  ao  Btueit  of  other  property 
aa  will  tueke  four-iwenly-ihlrda  of  the  public  property  aa  valued  by 
Mid  ooMBlttM.    All  other  property  which  may  hereafter  be  found  to 

i  the  town  of  rairbaeeo,  and  not  specified  hy 
U*  at  lb*  um*  of  t 

,  olu.laea-tweoty-lhlrde  In  lb*  town  of 


The  act  of  incorporation  was  approved  Feb.  13, 1860. 
It  wan  signed  by  N.  P.  Banks,  Governor,  and  Oliver 
Warner,  Secretary  of  State.  Fairbaven,  at  the  time 
of  the  "setorT,"  was  in  the  Twelfth  (Bristol)  Repre- 
sentative District,  together  with  Freetown  and  Berk- 
ley.   The  district  was  entitled  to  two  representatives. 

The  first  public  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  of  the 
new  town  was  held  March  14,  1800,  in  the  "engine- 
house,"  which  stands  in  the  village  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road,  nearly  opposite  the  parsonage  house  of  the 


Methodist  Society.  Jones  Robinson,  Esq.,  who  re- 
sided on  the  Fairhaven  road,  a  prominent  man  in 
public  affairs,  was  chosen  moderator.  Jaber  Wood 
was  elected  town  clerk,  collector,  and  treasurer.  The 
other  important  offices  were  filled  as  follows:  For  »e- 
lectnieu,  lusaenaors,  snd  overseers  of  the  poor,  Cyrus 
E.  Clark,  Benjamin  Wilson,  and  Benjamin  White; 
for  school  committee,  Jabez  Wood  for  three  years, 
Rev.  Philip  Crandon  for  two  years,  and  George  P. 
Morse  for  one  year;  and  Philip  A.  Bradford  was 
chosen  constable,  an  office  to  which  he  has  been  re- 
elected every  year  since.  On  the  24th  of  the  follow- 
ing month  Mr.  Crandon  resigned  the  office  of  school 
miltee,  and  Walter  Spooner  was  chosen  his  sue- 
There  have  been  but  few  changes  in  the  offi- 
cers of  the  town,  which  speaks  well  for  their  fidelity. 

The  office  of  town  clerk,  collector,  and  treasurer 
was  filled  from  1860-65,  inclusive,  by  Jabes  Wood; 
from  1806-70,  inclusive,  by  Benjamin  White;  1871, 
by  George  P.  Morse ;  1872,  by  George  F.  Glasac,  who 
was  partially  disabled  in  the  late  war;  from  1873-81, 
inclusive,  George  P.  Morse ;  and  in  1882  Caleb  Slade 
was  chosen.  For  selectmen,  overseers  of  the  poor, 
and  assessors,  Cyrus  E.  Clark  served  in  1800-65 ;  Ben- 
jamin Wilson,  in  1800-63;  Benjamin  White,  in  1860- 
63,  1867-70,  1872-78;  Cap*.  Pardon  Taber,  Jr.,  from 
1864-82,  inclusive;  Walter  Spooner,  from  1864-82, 
inclusive,  excepting  the  year  1879;  John  Tuck,  in 
1871;  Joshua  Morse,  in  1875-78;  Joshua  Leonard, 
from  1878-82,  inclusive.  The  following  persons  have 
served  on  the  school  committee:  Jabet  Wood,  Rev. 
Philip  Crandon,  George  P.  Morse,  Walter  Spooner, 
Marcus  Ashley,  Amos  II.  Has  well,  George  T.  Russell, 
Jr.,  Rev.  Josephus  W.  Horton,  Richard  Davis,  Jr., 
Frederick  Wing,  Walter  A.  Davis,  Augustus  White, 
Charles  L.  Russell,  Leonard  Keene,  Jonathan  Taber, 
George  F.  Glasse,  Burrage  Y.  Warner,  Capt.  Edward 
R.  Asbley,  Thomas  E.  Bradley,  Caleb  Slade,  Peres  S. 
Doty.  The  longest  term  of  service  was  that  of  George 
P.  Morse,  who  was  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Acushnet  being  in  the  district  with  other  town*,  it 
is  entitled  to  a  representation  to  the  General  Court  but 
occasionally.  It  has  sent  four  since  its  incorporation. 
The  first  representative  was  William  H.  Washburn, 
Esq.  Mr.  Washburn  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Israel  Wash- 
bum,  and  for  many  years  a  resident  of  the  town, 
being  engaged  in  the  grocery  aud  wheelwright  busi- 
ness. Always  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  town, 
he  was  especially  so  during  the  war,  when  he  had 
charge  of  enlisting,  drafting,  and  filling  quotas,  and 
served  two  years  in  the  Legislature  to  the  great  satis- 
faction of  his  constituents.  The  nest  was  Walter 
Spooner,  Esq.,  who  has  faithfully  served  the  town  in 
many  capacities.  He  was  in  the  House  two  years. 
Mr.  Spooner,  who  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Roiinsevcl  S|>ooiier, 
is  from  "  honorable"  stock,  his  great-grandfather 
being  Hon.  Walter  Spooner,  and  his  grandfather  was 
Hon.  Alden  Spooner,  who  was  an  uncle  of  the  , 
Nathaniel  Spooner,  all  of  this  town. 
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The  third  ropresentati  ve  was  Benjamin  White,  Esq., 
n  highly-esteemed  citizen  of  the  town,  and  who  has 
bt-en  honored  by  it  with  many  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. In  consequence  of  redlstrictlng  the 
State,  Mr.  White  was  in  the  Legislature  but  one  year. 

The  next  one  was  Capt  Joseph  Burt,  Jr.  He  for- 
merly resided  in  New  Bedford,  did  good  serrice  in  the 
army,  and  since  the  war  has  lived  in  this  town,  which 
he  represented  one  year.  Acushnet  has  furnished  one 
senator  to  the  General  Court,  Hon.  Joshua  Morse  fill- 
ing the  office..  The  above  were  all  Republicans. 

Acushnet  is  fifty-five  miles  from  Boston,  and  its 
only  railroad  facilities  are  the  Old  Colony,  which 
pnww  along  and  uliotit  a  mile  west  of  its  western 
boundary.  The  land  is  generally  quite  oven,  and  the 
■oil  in  some  parts  well  adapted  to  agricultural  pur- 
poses. Most  of  the  land  is  high,  dry,  and  admirably 
suited  to  residence.  Perry  Hill,  though  but  a  mile 
from  the  river,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  town,  is 
nearly  one  hundred  and  fi  fty  feet  above  the  sea.  A 
spot  near  this  was  selected  as  one  of  the  stations  of 
the  State  Trigonometrical  8urvey.  In  addition  to 
the  beautiful  Acushnet  River,  which  flows  southerly 
through  its  centre,  it  has  another  attractive  stream 
which  flows  out  of  its  southeast  angle  and  empties 
into  the  Mattapoisett  River. 

The  Acushnet  water,  which  supplies  the  city  of 
New  Bedford,  is  from  ponds  located  in  the  north  part 
of  the  town,  and  from  which  flows  the  Acushnet 
River.  The  reservoir  of  nearly  three  hundred  acres 
is  located  in  a  romantic  spot.  The  dam  which  is 
built  to  form  this  impounding  reservoir  and  to  elevate 
the  waters  of  the  Acushnet  to  forty  feet  above  mean 
tide  is  on  the  Wilson  farm,  about  seven  miles  from 
New  Bedford.  The  drainage  above  this  dam  com- 
prises between  three  and  four  thousand  acres,  and  is 
exceedingly  well  adapted  for  the  collection  and  stor- 
age of  a  large  supply  of  pure  water.  The  reservoir 
is  two  and  a  half  miles  long  and  from  one-eighth  to 
nearly  one-half  mile  wide,  giving  a  storage  capacity 
of  four  hundred  million  gallons  of  water. 

In  1875  Acushnet  had  a  total  population  of  1059, 
most  of  whom  are  engaged  in  general  farming,  mar- 
ket gardening,  and  producing  milk.  The  number  of 
farms  is  142.  covering  8041  acres,  which,  together 
with  4600  acres  of  woodland,  is  valued  at  $446,760. 
The  geological  formation  is  feldspathic  gneiss  and 
granite.  It  has  seven  saw-mills,  which  turn  out 
large  quantities  of  long  lumber,  shingles,  box-boards, 
and  bark,  which  are  exported. 

The  personal  property  of  the  town  is  valued  at 
$122,500;  total  valuation,  $569,250;  rate  of  taxation, 
about  80  cents  per  $100.  The  products  of  manufac- 
ture are  $51,856,  and  of  agriculture  $101,994;  total, 
$153,344. 

Considerable  business  has  been  and  is  still  carried 
on  on  the  stream  above  the  village.  The  first  fulling- 
mill  in  this  section  wbs  on  this  stream.  The  building 
is  still  standing  and  has  been  used  as  *  saw-mill  by 


the  Acushnet  Saw-Mill  Company,  consisting  of  Sim- 
eon and  Jonathan  Hawes  and  N.  Hervey  Wilbor. 
Since  1869  there  is  turned  out  here  annually  about 
six  hundred  thousand  feet  of  box-boards,  sixty-six 
thousand  feet  of  long  lumber,  and  forty  thousand 
shingles. 

There  was  originally  only  a  saw-  and  prut-mill 
here,  afterwards  a  fulling-,  dressing-,  and  carding- 
mill,  at  which  time  it  was  in  possession  of  William 
Rotvh.  Subsequently  for  many  years  it  was  owned 
by  Morgan  &  Lund,  and  used  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper. 

About  a  mile  up  the  stream,  on  i  cross-road,  was 
originally  another  saw-mill.  The  property  came  into 
the  hands  of  Phineas  White,  who  built  a  cotton-mill 
there  in  1811.  Mr.  White  had  associated  with  him 
Capt.  Joseph  Whelden  and  Ansel  White.  Business 
prospered,  and  Capt.  Whelden  withdrew  and  built  a 
stone  cotton-factory  on  the  stream  a  mile  farther 
north,  the  walls  of  which  are  now  standing. 

On  a  stream  which  enters  the  Acushnet  near  the 
Whelden  Mill  is  situated  another  saw-mill,  run  by 
George  P.  and  Edward  Morse.  Ansel  White,  brother 
of  Phineas,  withdrew  from  the  lower  factory  and  built 
a  cotton-mill  in  connection  with  a  saw-mill  which 
stood  on  the  stream  to  the  westward  of  Long  Plain. 
No  cotton  machinery  has  been  run  in  town  for  many 
years.  The  Phineas  White  mill  privilege  was  pur- 
chased by  8.  B.  Hamblin,  an  extensive  lumber  mer- 
chant, who  uses  it  exclusively  for  sawing. 

Another  item  of  business  worth  noting  is  that  of 
Ebenezer  Leonard,  who  has  carried  on  boat-bulldlng 
in  town  since  the  1st  of  January,  1852.  He  has  con- 
structed during  the  time  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  whale-boats  for  the  New  Bedford  shipping,  car- 
rying them  thence,  a  distance  of  six  miles,  on  truck*. 
This  gives  an  average  of  about  thirty-one  boats  a 
year,  and  some  years  he  has  built  one  a  week. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Acushnet  have  been 
engaged  in  the  whale  fishery  ;  among  the  number  the 
following  with  others  were  master- mariners:  Jacob 
Taber,  Cornelius  Howland,  Pardon  Taber,  Jr.,  God- 
frey Macombcr,  Andrew  Wing,  William  Ashley,  Ma- 
son Taber,  Edward  R.  Ashley,  Joseph  Bennett,  Obed. 
Nye,  Henry  Packard,  David  Corcoran,  James  R. 
Allen,  8tephen  Hathaway,  Martin  Bowen,  Stephen 
Kemplon,  Marcus  Taber,  Stephen  Braley,  Francis 
Butts,  Stephen  Taber. 

Quite  an  extensive  business  has  been  carried  on  iu 
town  in  tho  manufacture  of  candle-  and  soap-boxes. 
The  principal  ones  engaged  in  it  now  are  John  Lom- 
bard and  Emory  Cushman,  on  the  Long  Plain  road. 
The  factory  of  the  latter  occupies  the  site  of  one  of 
the  oldest  landmarks  in  the  county.  It  is  situated 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  north  of  Parting 
Ways  and  an  eighth  of  a  mile  eastward  of  the  road. 
There  was  a  saw-  and  grist  mill  here  in  the  early  day 
of  the  settlement  of  this  section,  and  subsequently  a 
fulling-mill.    Wool  was  carded,  cloth  fulled  and 
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dressed,  and  button*  made  here.  Near  the  factory 
stood,  till  quite  recently  consumed  by  fire,  one  of  the 
oldest  bouses  in  tbe  county.  It  was  exceedingly  old- 
fashioned,  the  upper  story  projecting  beyond  tbe  lower 
one  several  feet  all  around.  A  massive  stone  chim- 
ney was  in  the  centre,  and  doom  and  windows  were 
very  antique.  It  wan  built  by  Jacob  Taber,  and  was 
subsequently  occupied  by  his  son  Amaciah.  Thankful, 
daughter  of  Amaiiah,  became  the  wife  of  Gideon 
Wood,  of  Dartmouth,  and  the  old  farm  came  into  the 
Wood  family  by  will  from  Amaciah  to  Gideon's  son 
Thomas,  where  it  has  remained  till  very  lately.  The 
last  one  of  the  Wood  family  that  occupied  it  was 
Jabcz,  the  son  of  Thomas ;  he  was  the  first  town  clerk 
of  Acuahnet.  Henry  T.  Wood,  of  New  Bedford,  son 
of  Thomas,  has  a  painting  by  the  artist  William  A 
Wall  of  the  old  house  and  an  interesting  scene  near 
it.  Atnaziah  Taber,  who  was  a  Friend,  was  on  peace- 
ful and  confidential  terms  with  the  Indians,  who  were 
numerous  about  here  then.  During  the  King  Philip 
war  some  scouts  had  been  up  in  the  Squawbetty  coun- 
try, to  the  eastward  of  the  bouse,  and  had  captured 
some  of  these  Indiana.  As  they  were  marching  past 
the  old  house  on  their  way  to  the  camps  of  the  white 
men  they  halted,  and  Amaziah  had  a  conversation 
with  them.  This  real  incident  is  very  faithfully  rep- 
resented in  the  painting. 

Another  old  dwelling  is  the  Tobey  house,  n  gable- 
roofed  building  on  the  east  side  of  Mill  road,  about 
one  quarter  of  a  mile  above  tbe  bridge  in  the  village. 
It  was  at  one  time  occupied  by  Dr.  Elisha  Tobey,  one 
of  the  earliest  physicians  of  the  locality.  He  was 
born  in  1722,  probably  in  this  house.  Capt  Lemuel 
S.  Aiken,  of  Fairhaven,  says  that  when  the  British 
marauders  made  their  excursion  through  the  village 
of  Acushnet  in  1778,  a  party  left  the  main  body 
where  the  Mill  road  begins  near  the  bridge,  and 
went  up  as  far  as  this  old  house,  the  first  one  they 
came  to.  The  good  wife  was  baking  pork  and  beans, 
and,  attracted  by  the  appetizing  odor,  they  made  a 
raid  on  the  oven  in  the  cellar,  and  soon  put  its  con- 
tents out  of  sight.  Capt.  Aiken  goes  on  to  say, 
"They  then  robbed  the  house  of  what  they  wanted 
and  endeavored  to  destroy  the  rest  But  the  British 
pilferers,  in  going  down  the  cellar,  left  the  door  wide 
open,  and  that  effectually  prevented  their  seeing  an- 
other door  immediately  behind  it  leading  to  a  room 
where  their  most  valuable  clothing  was  deposited,  and 
by  that  means  was  saved.  Another  instance  of  the 
same  occurred  at  Bartholomew  Tuber's  ( just  northeast 
of  tbe  present  village  of  Fairhaven).  They  burned 
several  houses  at  the  Head  of  the  River,  among  them 
one  belonging  to  Capt.  Crandon,  who,  to  revenge 
himself  on  the  British  marauders,  would  not  suffer  his 
new  house  to  be  placed  over  the  old  cellar,  nor  suffer 
the  cellar  to  be  filled  up,  until  his  son,  having  the 
management  in  some  measure  of  bis  father's  business, 
accomplished  it.  It  was  at  Acushnet  village  that 
Lieut.  Metcalf  was  mortally  wounded.    He  was  from 


Boston,  and  belonged  to  the  Continental  army.  The 
first  building  they  burned  after  leaving  the  Head  of 
the  River  was  a  house  a  half-mile  below  Parting 
Ways,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  on  the  premise* 
now  owned  by  David  Russell,  then  occupied  by  Col. 
Pope,  of  the  Continental  army.  Eldad  Tuppcr,  a 
Tory,  well  acquainted  in  these  parts,  acted  as  their 
guide,  and  would  inform  them  of  all  holding  office  or 
commissions.  As  they  proceeded  south  near  by  they 
came  to  8tephen  and  Thomas  Hathaway's.  The  lat- 
ter was  a  man  or  handsome  property  for  those  days 
and  without  children,  but  be  had  a  ward  living  with 
him  (Jonathan  Kempton),  who  eventuully  inherited 
it  At  the  time  the  fleet  anchored  he  was  at  the  lower 
end  of  Sconticut  Neck,  and  he  left  immediately  for 
home  to  remove  the  household  furniture  to  a  place  of 
safety. 

"After  packing  up  he  took  a  small  trunk,  contain- 
ing quite  a  valuable  quantity  of  silver.  As  he  stepped 
out  of  the  door  he  was  met  by  their  advance-guard, 
who  told  him  they  would  relieve  him  from  any  fur- 
ther care  of  the  trunk.  After  taking  what  things 
they  wanted  from  tbe  house,  they  collected  bed*  and 
bedding  in  a  chamber  and  set  fire  to  them,  and  very 
luckily  shut  tho  doors.  They  took  Mr.  Kuinpton  a 
prisoner,  and  told  htm  they  should  take  him  to  New 
York.  He  entreated  them  to  set  him  at  liberty. 
After  carrying  him  to  the  end  of  a  lane  leading  to  the 
house  they  consented,  alter  taking  one  of  the  two 
pairs  of  breeches  that  he  had  on.  That  he  had  two 
pair  they  knew  from  having  robbed  hint  of  his  watch, 
but  they  informed  him  that  they  must  fire  at  him  ms 
a  deserter,  which  they  did,  whether  with  the  inten- 
tion of  hitting  him  or  not  he  uever  knew.  The  ball, 
however,  hit  a  large  cherry-tree,  one  of  a  number 
that  lined  the  lane  leading  to  his  house.  Mr.  Kemp- 
ton  returned  to  the  house  in  time  to  extinguish  the 
fire." 

This  Stephen  Hathaway  house  still  stands  on  a 
rocky  hill  on  the  east  side  of  the  Fairhaven  road,  a 
half-mile  north  of  the  Acushuet  line.  A  quarter  of  a 
mile  south  of  this  house,  on  the  same  side  of  the  road, 
and  a  few  yards  northeast  of  a  well  at  preacul  in  the 
highway,  stood  a  store  belonging  to  either  Obed  or 
Micah  Hathaway.  This  was  also  burned.  No  more 
damage  was  done  by  the  excursionists  until  they 
reached  the  Fairhaven  line,  an  eighth  of  a  mile  far- 
ther south. 

Good  service  was  done  by  Acushnet  men  in  the 
wars  of  177G,  of  1812,  and  of  1861-GVi.  The  following 
is  the  roll  of  honor  of  the  last  war: 

8a»al  ri.r».  Art....  Morw,  I~nd.r  Wwabsr..  I  ,  m ,  N  Omw.11. 
Una.  K.  » Wall,  0~r«.  iw,  IWIr.  K  |Ut».,  fnuM**  V. 
BmiimII,  Tbi>»M  W.  dupiuaa,  CUiwic*  L.  Uurrliujlas,  David  D. 
»•!«•«,  Muud  W.  I',*.,  QsSTff  r.  MM...  Willi. m  Oa.liaf,  Vidian 
V.  Ti.ir.ll.  Juuu  IMuu.r.  Jutui  W.  IXtlllua,  Jaauu  8.  lVtlaa,  AM.n 
bpouatr, LvttMu  Siwudw,  Audi.w  a  Arthur  tl.  litwk,  Urutga 
I>.  Dial*.,  Kkiku  1'ltt.l.y.  William  I'll  1.1./,  U.I  ItHsllJ,  AlU-rt 
0,  llralrr,  Jullu.  Valnitlna.  J  .ran  0.  Juliaaun,  I  hi  SiaiUnxMi, 
Vlclur  Uaucatu,  (iaurg.  llcol.r,  JantnT.  Hall,  UuUrt  l.ymh,  lluraca 
«   I'aulrl  V.  Saiilb,  Dat|.l  P,  ra.ar.ll,  dsnaSS  A.  Uaana, 
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Bacchant  II.  Wrlg  hi,  AleianilerO.  Pierce,  Joseph  8  Spnoner,  Thomu 
8.  Poller,  William  I).  Caeblng,  John  Kill..  lininge  s  fag,  John  W. 
rim  p  Theodora  A.  Teber,  William  Welts,  William  Waahhnrn, 
Severy  0.  Braley,  Joplhe  Simmons,  Samuel  I'l  rrr,  Mania  v.  Ham- 
mond, IM-crt  K.  Leaeltt,  Ooorge  F  Braley.Capl.  1mm  Dialey,  Wll- 

The  following  persona  served  in  the  navy  during 
the  Inte  war : 

Jonathan  p.  Butte,  on  the  V  8  ft.  "  I-od..na  ;"  Waller  A.  Pierce,  on  the 
'  U.  8.  8.  "  Fley,"  aad  on  the  M  Congress"  whan  aha  waa  sunk;  Oaorge 
II  Whiting,  on  lha  gnnteiat  " Chnoora T.emncl  IHIllngham,  on 
Ibe  U.  B.  s  1  i  Ism ebok,"  mid  an  the  "  Vanderbllt  "  George  0.  Tlnk- 
ham.  Aognatua  U.  Mendall,  on  Uia  "Congrats;"  Francta  PUtalsy. 
Jr,  on  tha  -  Hertford." 

One  of  the  oldest  and  most  interesting  landmarks 
hereabouts  is  the  old  burying-place  on  the  hill  just 
west  of  Acushnet  village,  near  the  Parting  Ways. 
Some  of  the  headstones  of  this  old  colonial  cemetery, 
established  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  have  dates 
nearly  back  to  the  seventeenth  century.  There  are 
nearly  six  hundred  and  fifty  tombstones  with  names 
and  dates  upon  them,  and  more  than  one  thousand 
unlettered  ones.  The  latter  mark  the  resting-places 
not  only  of  some  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Dart- 
mouth, but  of  Plymouth  Colony.  Tbe  land  for  this 
burying-ground  was  given  by  John  Jenne  (or  Jenney, 
as  the  name  is  now  spelled).  He  was  doubtless  a  son 
of  John  Jenne,  who  camo  to  Ply  mouth  in  tho  "James" 
in  162ft,  and  who  was  one  of  the  Governor's  assistants 
at  Plymouth  in  1037-89.  8lnce  those  days  the  name 
has  been  very  numerous  in  this  section. 

The  deed  of  gift  by  which  the  ground  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Presbyterian  parish  is  a  curiously 
spelled  old  paper.  It  is  recorded  in  the  North  Bris- 
tol registry  of  deeds  office,  and  reads  as  follows : 

"Ti>»IICtiriittsn  people  lo  wbnme  thaaa  Presents  Shall  Coma,  John 
Jenne,  8enr.,  or  lha  town  of  Di.tmooth  In  lha  County  of  Briatol  And 
J*ro*1  lie**  of  ill**  MaHFiwhtMf  thv  Hnj  In  New  Kngleand  ftatxlrtti  prt**tinjr, 

»h»»).  thai  I  thai*  John  Janua  halt,  for  A  In  Oomnderatlon  of 
tha  want  of  a  CMWSMl—l  Burying  Plata  bat  mora  Eepllnlly  a  Fleee 
whereon  lo  Sat  or  Ootid  an  honaa  or  llouecs  for  tha  people  of  God  Callad 
Preabyterlane  orderly  lo  aaaambla  and  maal  In  for  lha  Carrying  on  of 
the  true  worship  of  Ood  aa  alao  hem  nee  In  the  8*  John  Jenne  Veryly 
Believe*  In  hbi  heart  that  the  Presbyterians  do  worehlp  Owl  after  Ilia 
dna  Order  moat  agrcmhla  lo  tba  order  ol  tha  primitive  Christiana,  by 
theaa  rrreenta  Gtren  granted  Enfeoffed*  aliened  A  confirmed  auto  lha 
rreedylerlana  fur  tha  end  and  ate  aforesaid  one  acre  of  Land  Lying 
nnd  llelng  In  tin*  loan  ship  of  Dartmouth  afore**,  abate  tha  maelltig 
lloiiae  Haiti  hy  tin-  »'  Presbyterians  now  stands.  Baited  and  lloomlad 
Weeterly  Northerly  Kaaterly  by  Ihe  Land  of  8*  Jolm  Jenne  and  nulli- 
arly  mi  or  by  the  County  Road,  arltb  all  the  Trees,  Uerldage,  Prtva- 
ledgre  end  Appnrtetntnree  Liberties  Proflte  and  Iteneflte  Belonging  or  In 
any  aeje  eppertelulng  tw  tho  eatun,  lo  hare  and  to  hold  tba  aUive  8* 
acre  of  Land  ar HI.  all  and  Blngnlar  tba  1'ilveee.lti-e  Ac.  aa  liefote  8* 
unto  the  only  proper  uee.lwntflt  A  behoof  of  them  the  8*  FreeMlorlem 

for  aaer,  and  the  6*  w,  Janna  Ihdh  by  three  P,e..        Covenant  and 

Promlee  for  I, In.  Seir  hie  hire  Kxecuters  aad  admit.  Ureters  aad  eeelgni 
to  and  arith  tba  8*  PrbadlrHai.a  thai  the  a*  John  Jenne  la  tha  true  and 

l*Tt»|>*f   0f|fta*f   Of  thta  »let*TvJ   IS*    IWrHftltll'fi     !',|t1,l««*fl    Ra*4|\lt*v>   Hl>(|    alt  ih* 

Kaaeallng  A  Delivery  of  ll.eaa  Presents,  aud  hath  of  blmeelf  good  Right 
A  l.»v.  i„ii  Authority  to  glee  and  Convey  the  eame,  and  that  It  la  free 
and  clear  and  freely  A  Clearly  arqultnd  A  Ill-charged  of  and  Prom  all 
other  former  gifts,  g.ni.t.,  Ilargalna  Salse  anil  alt  other  acta  ur  Incum- 
brance what  eo  ever  A  Ihe  8*  Preal-yterUne  Shall  and  may  forever  Here- 
after lavre  hold  A  quietly  A  Peecaebly  poeeaa  A  fnyoy  the  el*uTo  given 
Priralere  Inagi4>d  and  Perfect  Relate  of  Inheritance  In  flea  Simple  will, 
tail  aay  l*at  Still,  blhdianee,  or  MolealaiM.  front  Ilia  Sd  John  Jenne 
hla  hirer  Exrculcrs  admlnlelratete  or  assigns  or  any  other  Person  or  > 


Persons  wltat  ao  aver,  and  will  warrant  A  Defend  the  Same  agalnat  the 
lav fo II  Claims  of  any  Person  or  Persona  What  ao  ever  nnto  tba  Said 
Presbyterians  for  Keer,  In  witness  where  of  tha  **  John  Janna  hath 
heteuntoSet  lib  hand  And  Seal  this  twenty-SMi  day  of  March  In  the) 
thirteenth  yrarof  her  MagnMlee  Ralgn  Aunnje  Donilnl  one  thousand 
Seven  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Ills 

"JOHN  T  JKNME. 
Mark 

Signed,  Seeled  and  Delivered  In  Presence  of 

"Ssaotl  Hrjwr. 
"Jain  Delawo." 
"DaRmaoTI  March  ths  SRlh  *  n.,  1714,  on  this  day  tha  shore  Bd 
John  Jenne  Personally  Appeared  Before  ma  one  of  his  HsJ'ts  J  unices 
of  the  Peace  for  Uia  County  of  Bristol  A  acknowledged  tha  shore  writ- 
ten Iitetraraent  to  be  bis  own  ealleUry  act  and  dead. 

"Bar*  Pore. 

"  Datrrot  8a.  Brought  to  Ba  Recorded  tugrurt  S,  1717,  A  Kntred  In  tba 
;  Eleventh  Books  follow  7th 

-By  Jo«»  f^if,a7acarvtar.» 

When  the  old  church  stood  on  thin  lot  there  was  no 
wall  along  its  front,  the  land  rising  from  tlie  road 
gradually.  Afterwards  it  was  walled  along  its  entiro 
front.  For  many  years  previous  to  1881  the  spot  was 
sadly  neglected.  Headstones  were  thrown  out  of 
place  by  the  frost,  and  Borne  were  lying  upon  tbe 
ground.  There  was  a  perfect  tangle  of  underbrush 
and  briers,  shrubbery  and  trees,  and  these  prophetic 
words  on  one  of  the  tombstones — 

"The  living  know  that  they  mnst  die, 

had  truly  come  to  pass.  During  the  year  1881  a 
party  of  philanthropic  gentlemen  residing  in  Acush- 
net undertook  the  renovation  of  this  ancient  city  of 
the  silent  dead.  They  did  their  work  faithfully,  and 
received  the  public  gratitude  for  it.  Since  its  renova- 
tion it  presents  a  far  different  appearance,  and  it  is 
refreshing  to  see  this  old  spot  in  a  new  dress.  Al- 
though about  one  hundred  trees  were  left,  thirty- 
three  cords  of  wood  were  cut  out  from  the  place, 
which  can  with  double  significance  be  called  "God's 
acre,"  the  unsightly  briers  and  brambles  removed,  nnd 
the  ground  all  turfed  over,  and  the  headstones  re- 
erected.  Mr.  Humphrey  Swift,  whose  ancestors  of 
more  than  a  century  ago  lie  there,  caused  the  en- 
largement of  the  old  cemetery  by  generously  pre- 
senting to  an  association  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
caring  for  it  several  acres  of  land  in  the  rear  of  it,  to 
give  room  for  more  graves  and  for  private  lots.  The 
first  of  these  lots  were  taken  by  Mr.  Swift,  and  by 
Capt.  James  R.  Allen  and  Rodolphus  Swift,  who  co- 
operated with  him  in  bringing  the  place  out  of  its 
wretched  condition.  A  strip  of  land  was  purchased 
on  the  west  for  an  avenue,  which  runs  the  whole 
length  of  the  ground.  On  one  side  of  this  is  what 
was  once  the  tomb  of  Ellis  Mendall  family.  1C  waa 
brought  from  the  Mendall  homestead,  which  is  some 
two  and  a  half  miles  to  the  northeast  of  the  village, 
and  is  now  a  public  vault.  On  this  aere  was  erected  tbe 
first  Congregational  meeting-house  in  old  Dartmouth. 
About  the  middle  of  the  serenteenth  century  there 
i  were  a  number  of  persons  at  Plymouth  who  embraced 
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the  faith  of  the  religious  Society  of  Friend*,  many 
points  of  which  were  in  conflict  with  the  rigid  re- 
quirement* of  the  Puritan  government,  and  the  arbi- 
trary and  unyielding  power  of  the  civil  administra- 
tion made  it  extremely  unpleasant  for  them  to  remain 
in  that  locality,  though  they  were  closely  connected 
with  many  of  the  family  by  ties  of  blood  and  by 
social  and  business  relations.  They  being  in  a  mi- 
nority in  numbers  and  civil  influence,  many  of  them 
thought  it  best  to  withdraw  from  the  Pilgrims'  Mecca 
and  take  up  their  abode  in  localities  where  they  could 
worship  more  in  accordance  with  their  personal  views 
and  with  less  molestation.  Many  of  them  became  the 
earliest  settlers  of  old  Acushnet,  shrewdly  selecting  the 
lands  along  the  sea-coast,  and  we  find  them  living  on 
their  possessions  along  the  southerly  boundaries  of 
Dartmouth,  New  Bedford,  and  Weelport.  These  en- 
terprising settlers  probably  established  the  first  re- 
ligious meeting  in  the  southern  tier  of  towns  of  the 
present  Bristol  County,  and  they  doubtless  built  the 
first  public  meeting-house  in  the  section  referred  to. 
This  meeting-house  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Apponeganset  meeting-house,  beyond  the  Head  of 
Apponeganset  River,  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  main 
road  leading  from  New  Bedford  to  Russell's  Mills.  It 
was  built  in  1699.  8ettlers  of  Puritanic  faith  soon  fol- 
lowed the  Friends  in  the  erection  of  a  house  of  wor- 
ship, which  was  built  on  the  soil  of  the  present  town 
of  Acushnet  This  was  without  doubt  the  second 
public  religious  meeting-house  erected  in  southern 
Bristol  County.  The  society  under  whose  auspices 
thischurch  was  built  was  called  Presbyterians.  There 
appears  no  record  evidence  of  the  date  of  the  found- 
ing of  thia  organisation,  but  tradition  places  it  as  early 
as  1696.  Neither  does  there  appear  any  written  evi- 
dence of  the  year  in  which  the  church  was  built,  which 
incident  occurred  very  soon  subsequent  to  this  date. 
The  reason  why  this  church  was  placed  here  rather 
than  where  New  Bedford  now  stands  is  that  there  was 
but  a  small  settlement  there  then,  the  villago  Head 
of  the  River  being  the  centre  of  population  of  this 
vicinity ;  then  another  reason  may  be  assigned  that 
the  Presbyterians  did  not  wish  their  place  of  worship 
to  stand  any  nearer  that  of  their  Quaker  "  thorns  in 
the  flesh." 

The  church  building  stood  at "  Old  Acushnet  Ceme- 
tery," situated  on  the  north  side  of  a  road  running 
east  and  west  through  the  village,  and  some  five  hun- 
dred yards  west  of  where  the  Fairhaven  road  enters 
it,  a  point  anciently  called  Parting  Ways.  It  was  just 
back  of  the  central  entrance  to  the  cemetery  on  the 
south,  and  just  in  the  rear  of  where  it  stood  is  a  row 
of  Pope  grave..  It  was  built  of  timber  cut  from  the 
forests  which  stood  about  it,  and  its  timbers  were  hewed 
on  the  spot. .  Many  came  long  distances  to  church, 
and  in.  the  days  when  the  old  church  was  standing 
shoe-leather  was  scarce  and  expensive.  Those  who 
were  not  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  horse  and  had  to 
walk  came  barefooted,  carrying  their  shoes  in  their 


hands,  and  put  them  on  just  before  reaching  the 
meeting-house.  One  who  practiced  this  says  the 
favorite  "  ahoeing-place"  fur  those  who  came  up  from 
the  Fairhaven  neighborhood  to  this  church  was  the 
ledge  of  rocks  south  of  the  church  about  a  thousand 
yards,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Fairhaven  road. 

The  first  pastor  was  Itev.  Samuel  Hunt.  All  that 
is  known  of  him  is  that  he  built  the  old  parsonage 
house  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Acushnet  Avenue, 
where  the  road  that  leads  from  the  village  westward 
over  Tar  Kiln  Hill  crosses  it.  Mr.  Hunt  died  in 
Acushnet,  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  and 
was  buried  in  the  old  graveyard  by  the  meeting-house 
in  which  he  labored.  On  his  headstone  is  chiseled 
the  following:  "  Rev. Samuel  Hunt,  the  first  ordained 
minister  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Dartmouth,  died 
Jau.  21,  1729."  Mr.  Hunt's  successor  was  the  Itev. 
Richard  Pierce,  A.M.  Of  his  life  and  labors,  as  of 
those  of  his  predecessor,  there  is  nothing  known.  He 
also  lies  in  the  old  burying-ground.  He  died  March 
23,  1749,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine,  and  at  the  close  of 
sixteen  years  in  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry. 

The  next  minister  was  the  Rev.  Israel  Cheever, 
A.M.,  who  was  born  at  Concord,  Mass.,  Sept.  22, 1772; 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1749;  resigned  the 
pastorship  of  the  church  in  1752,  and  died  at  Liver- 
pool, N.  S.,  in  June,  1812.  Mr.  Cheever  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Dr.  Samuel  West,  who  was  born  at  Yar- 
mouth, Cape  Cod,  in  1729 ;  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1754,  one  of  the  first  in  his  class,  and  was  settled  over 
this  church  in  1761.  Under  the  ministry  of  Dr.  West 
the  society  was  very  large,  being  the  only  house  of 
worship,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  Friends, 
for  an  extensive  district  of  country.  Dr.  West  was 
not  considered,  in  the  popular  sense  of  the  word,  au 
eloquent  and  pleasing  speaker,  but  his  sermons  were 
characterised  by  sterling  common  sense  and  extensive 
research.  His  familiarity  with  the  Bible  was  so  great 
that  be  could  preach  from  almost  any  text  without 
premeditation,  illustrating  his  subject  with  the  most 
apt  and  scriptural  quotations  and  references.  Dr. 
West  took  an  active  interest  in  the  Revolution.  He 
preached  a  sermon  before  the  Provincial  Convention 
at  Watertown  in  1776,  and  another,  an  anniversary 
discourse,  on  Forefathers' day,  at  Plymouth  in  1777. 
After  the  battle  of  Hunker  Hill  he  visited  the  cump 
of  the  American  army,  and  encouraged  the  patriot 
soldiers  to  increased  efforts.  It  was  a  favorite  topic 
of  conversation  with  him  that  the  prophetic  writings 
of  ScripUire  were  being  realized  in  the  stirring  scenes 
of  the  struggle  for  independence.  In  manner  of  life 
and  character,  Dr.  West  was  eccentric  and  peculiar, 
as  a  few  anecdotes  of  him,  which  we  will  give,  se- 
lected from  numerous  others,  will  illustrate.  His 
absent-mindedness  whs  also  very  remarkable.  In 
going  to  mill  one  day,  ho  put  the  grist  iifton  his  own 
back  and  walked  to  the  miller's,  leading  the  horse  by 
the  bridle.  He  supposed  the  grist  was  on  the  horse 
until  the  mistake  waa  pointed  out  by  a  neighbor.  At 
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another  time  he  started  for  church  on  horseback, 
■opposing  hi*  wife  on  s  pillion,  the  way  of  riding  in 
those  days,  and  did  not  lcam  to  the  contrary  until  he 
was  questioned  about  Mrs.  West  by  one  of  the  good 
deacons.  One  day,  while  talking  with  a  man  in  front 
of  his  house  without  his  hat,  the  individual  started, 
and  the  doctor  accompanied  him,  still  absorbed  in 
conversation.  Before  he  came  to  himself  he  had 
walked  four  mile*. 

Ilia  remains  lie  in  the  old  cemetery.    On  the  sar- 
cophagus that  marks  his  grave  is  the  following : 

■•  Sam,.-!  Wwl.  DP,  <r  .  t',  f  Dr.  ShM-iffeM  W«4,1*  >•* 

Halli  JrnHna,  n  born  at  Yarmouth,  CO,  lUrch  \  17YD-30,  O.  8., 
or.l.lncl  In  Ihla  plara  Jnna  3,  1761.  Rrlllw|nMirJ  hia  putoral  charge 
Jniw,  1*m    Died  a.1  TlrartoN,  U.  I  ,  8#pt  14,  ISIrt." 

From  1803  to  1829  the  society  seems  to  have  fallen 
into  decay,  and  had  become  reduced  by  death  and  re- 
moval to  only  three  members, — Jonathan  Swift,  Mary 
Worth,  and  Susannah  Pope.  Up  to  1811  the  Metho- 
dists,  which  had  an  organized  society  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, occupied  the  old  meeting-house.  At  this 
time  the  Congregational  people  made  an  effort  to  re- 
vive the  old  church,  and  undertook  to  supply  the  pul- 
pit with  a  minister  of  their  own  denomination.  They 
did  not  succeed,  however,  and  the  church  was  closed 
until  1828.  About  this  time  a  successful  endeavor 
was  made  to  resuscitate  it,  members  were  added  and 
services  regulnrly  lield. 

Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes  officiated  as  a  supernumerary 
pastor,  and  at  this  time  probably  the  church  changed 
from  a  Presbyterian  to  a  Congregational  system  of 
government.  Joel  Packard,  Mary  Russel,  and  Rufus 
Holmes  were  the  first  who  were  admitted  to  member- 
ship in  the  church,  and  were  received  by  letter.  The 
first  received  on  a  profession  of  faith  were  Mrs.  T. 
Mayhew,  Mrs.  James  Taber,  Mrs.  David  Perry,  Mrs. 
Freeman  Taber,  Branch  Harlow,  Caroline  Augusta 
Waggoner,  and  Jabez  Hathaway  and  wife.  In  1830, 
Rev.  Pardon  T.  Seabury  was  settled  over  the  church, 
and  that  year  the  society  built  a  house  on  Die  west 
side  of  the  river.  The  old  house  was  torn  down  in 
1837. 

The  next  meeting-house  built  in  Acushnct  was  that 
of  the  Friends,  which  stood  where  the  present  one 
does,  just  to  the  east  of  Parting  Ways.  The  deed  of 
the  lot  on  which  it  stood  conveyed  the  land  from 
Stephen  West,  Jr.,  of  Dartmouth,  to  Nicholas  Davis, 
of  Rochester,  Joseph  Russell,  Abram  Mott,  and  John 
Tsskcr,  of  Dartmouth,  in  trust  for  the  Friends'  So-  | 
ciety.  and  liears  date  9th  of  11th  mo.,  1727. 

The  original  meeting-house  was  built  in  1727, 
though  meetings  of  the  society  had  been  held  in  the  ; 
neighborhood  for  two  years  or  more  previous  to  this 
date.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  an  addition  to  the 
east  side  smaller  in  dimensions  than  the  original  was  | 
made,  and  between  these  were  shutters  for  dividing  the 
bouse.   The  old  house  being  in  poor  condition,  it  was  ; 
replaced  by  a  new  one.    This  is  a  commodious  house, 
painted  inside  and  out,  with  carpeted  aisles  and  cush-  1 


ioned  seats.  In  an  ante-room  is  hung  a  door  of  the 
old  house,  on  which  is  the  date  of  its  erection,  1727. 
The  building  and  repairs  about  the  grounds  have 
been  In  charge  of  Edward  Dillingham,  a  minister  of 
the  society  and  a  resident  of  Acushnet. 

Christian  Church,  Long  Plain.— The  religious 
society  that  comes  next  in  order  of  data  is  that  of 
the  Christian  at  Long  Plain,  a  village  at  the  north 
end  of  the  town,  so  named  from  the  extensive  plateau 
on  which  it  stands.  Elder  Daniel  Hix,  who  was  pas- 
tor of  a  flourishing  church  of  this  denomination  at 
Hixvillc,  in  the  northwest  part  of  Dartmouth,  was 
invited  to  hold  meetings  here.  This  resulted  in  a 
successful  movement  to  build  a  church.  The  first 
meeting  in  relation  to  building  wss  held  Oct.  8, 1795, 
when  Elder  Hix  and  Silas  Simmons  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  select  a  lot  of  land  and  place  a  church 
thereon.  This  was  very  near  the  site  of  the  present 
church.  The  first  bill  contracted  on  the  church  ia 
dated  July  80,  1796,  and  was  for  lumber  and  other 
materials  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  dollars.  Among  the  "other  materials"  was 
term  gallon!  of  Weil  India  rum,  an  indispensable 
article  in  building  a  church  in  those  primitive  times. 
Another  interesting  reminiscence  is  that  when  the 
edifice  was  completed  the  congregation  (such  of  them 
as  had  already  purchased)  were  invited  to  build  their 
pews  on  the  spots  owned  by  them.  Aug.  29.  1806, 
Elder  Hix  accepted  an  invitation  to  preach  two  Sun- 
days  a  month.  The  distance  from  his  residence  was 
nine  miles,  and  for  the  year's  service  he  received 
fifty  dollars.  In  1804  his  salary  was  increased  to 
fifty-five  dollars,  and  on  this  he  continued  with  them 
several  years.  Subsequently  Rev.  John  Leland 
preached  in  the  old  house.  This  is  the  man  who  in 
1812  got  up  a  mammoth  cheese,  weighing  over  a 
ton,  which  was  pressed  in  a  cider-mill,  drawn  to 
Washington  by  four  horses,  and  presented  to  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

The  church  did  not  prosper  in  a  marked  degree, 
and  was  much  of  the  time  without  a  settled  pastor,— 
from  1825  to  1837.  In  April,  1837,  Elder  Samuel 
Wilde,  who  had  resided  elsewhere  for  a  long  time, 
returned  and  preached  for  them  a  year.  There  had 
been  no  8unday-school  since  1823,  but  Mr.  Wilde, 
with  the  assistance  of  Miss  Elisabeth  Ashley,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  William  Ashley,  organized  a  school,  and 
it  was  continued  through  the  year.  Mr.  Wilde  writes, 
"  My  salary  this  year  was  one  load  of  good  oak  chips, 
presented  by  Thomas  Davis."  This  church  was  finan- 
cially  embarrassed,  and  was  obliged  to  give  up. 

There  were  a  number  of  persons  of  the  Baptist 
denomination  in  the  vicinity,  and  they  concluded  to 
organize  a  society,  which  they  did  in  1838. 

On  the  ICth  of  October  of  that  year  a  council, 
composed  of  representatives  from  New  Bedford,  Fall 
River.  Middleborough,  and  Long  Plain,  met  at  the  lat- 
ter place  and  ordained  Ira  Leland.  The  same  day 
the  following- named  persons,  in  response  to  their  ro- 
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quest,  were  recognized  a  Baptist  Society  of  the  Taun- 
ton Association:  Rev.  Ira  Leland,  William  Ashley, 
Delana  Ashley,  Abiel  P.  Robinson,  Chloe  Robinson, 
Love  M.  Sears,  Freelove  Hathaway,  Silas  F.  Sear*, 
Mary  R.  Davis,  and  Ann  H.  Davia. 

Mr.  Leland  remained  with  the  church  about  two 
years,  when  he  went  to  the  Second  Baptist  Church  at 
Barnstable.  He  returned  to  the  pastorate  of  this 
church,  however,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1844,  much  to 
the  pleasure  of  his  former  parishioners.  Under  his 
ministration  the  church  continued  to  prosper,  result- 
ing in  the  building  of  a  new  church,  which  was  dedi- 
cated on  the  28th  of  April,  1847,  the  society  having 
occupied  the  old  Christian  Church. 

A  month  after  the  dedication  of  the  new  church 
Mr.  Leland  accepted  a  call  to  Lexingtou,  Mass.,  und 
the  society  was  again  without  a  pastor.  No  settled 
minister  was  with  the  church  till  1848. 

During  thia  time  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Rev. 
Messrs.  Ryder,  Aldan,  Roberta,  and  J.  S.  Whitte- 
more. 

In  August,  1848,  Mr.  Whittemore  was  settled  here, 
and  remained  till  1856.  In  1851,  Mrs.  Ruth  Davis 
united  with  the  church  by  baptism,  being  then  sixty 
years  of  age.  At  the  present  date  she  is  living,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-two,  her  faculties  wonderfully 
preserved.  She  is  the  oldest  person  in  town.  She, 
with  her  two  sons,  are  active  members  of  this  church. 

In  1866  considerable  religious  interest  was  mani- 
fested in  the  village,  and  many  were  converted. 
There  were  those  who  wauted  a  church  house,  but, 
not  being  in  full  sympathy  with  the  Baptists  nor 
Friends,  the  only  denominations  in  the  place,  a 
"  Union  Society"  was  organized,  which  thia  church 
joined.  This  plan  not  proving  successful,  the  Bap- 
tists called  Rev.  W.  W.  Meech,  of  Connecticut,  to  be 
their  pastor. 

In  the  spring  of  1860,  Mr.  Meech  closed  hia  labors 
with  the  church,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  people.  Rev. 
Silas  Hall,  of  Ray nham,  supplied  for  a  few  months, 
and  others  till  1864,  when  Rev.  J.  W.  Horton  became 
the  settled  pastor,  and  remained  till  1868.  The  same 
year  Rev.  Mr.  Holt,  of  Boston,  became  the  minister, 
continuing  till  Feb.  26,  1871.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  W.  H.  Learned,  who  filled  the  pastoral  relation 
till  hia  health  compelled  him  to  resign  in  1872.  Rev. 
8.  P.  Lewy  served  from  1872  to  December,  1873.  In 
November,  1874,  a  unanimous  call  was  extended  to 
Rev.  E.  M.  Wilson,  of  Soinerville,  Maas.,  who  accepted, 
and  has  continued  an  acceptable  and  highly-respected 
pastor,  which  relation  he  holds  at  the  present  time. 

About  eighty  persons  have  been  members  of  this 
church  since  ita  institution  in  1888.  The  church  has 
had  but  two  clerks,  Oen.  Abiel  P.  Robinson  serving 
till  incapacitated  by  age  in  1874  ;  since  then  the  office 
has  been  filled  by  Walter  A.  Davis. 
The  first  Sunday-school  at  Long  Plain  was  held  iu 
'  of  1822.  Susan,  wile  of  Dr.  Rounscvel 
4,  a  member  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  Al- 


lathea,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Davis,  a  Friend,  called 
the  children  together  in  a  school-house  which  stood 
just  at  the  back  of  the  carriage-sheds  in  the  Friends' 
yard,  where  they  taught  them  the  old  Westminster 
Catechism  and  Scripture  texts  and  furnished  them 
with  tracts.  It  was  held  again  the  following  summer, 
but  was  not  continued  longer  on  account  of  the  sneers 
of  parents  and  their  disrelish  of  the  innovation. 

The  Friends'  Society  at  Long  Plain  is  the  i 
in  chronological  order.  The  land  on  which  the  | 
ent  house  stands  was  deeded  by  Nathan  Davis,  of 
Dartmouth,  to  John  and  Nehemiah  Hheruian,  Daniel 
Wing,  Nicholas  Davis,  and  Russell  Bruiley,  of  Roch- 
ester, in  trust  for  the  society,  10th  9  mo.,  1759.  The 
house  was  built  about  thia  time.  In  1855  it  was 
overhauled  and  thoroughly  repaired.  This  meeting, 
together  with  the  one*  at  Parting  Ways,  Fairhaveu, 
and  Muttapoisctl,  constitute  the  Long  Plain  Prepar- 
atory Meeting,  to  which  Abner  Pease,  of  Fairhuveu, 
willed  a  lurge  property. 

The  Methodist  Church  at  Aoushnet  Village 
had  its  beginning  in  the  early  days  of  the  present 
century  It  was  the  original  Methodist  Society  iu 
old  Dartmouth.  The  original  members  of  the  Kim 
Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  of  New  Bedford, 
the  first  in  the  city,  were  all  members  of  this  church. 

The  origin  of  this  church  may  be  ascribed  to  Capt. 
John  Hawes,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  and  most 
zealous  Methodist*  in  this  section  of  the  country. 
The  first  worship  of  this  sect  at  the  Head  of  the  River 
is  said  to  have  been  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Ellis 
Mendall,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  cast  of  the  pres- 
ent church.  Rev.  Daniel  Webb  and  others  occasion- 
ally preached  there.  This  was  in  1800  or  1801. 
About  the  same  time,  or  shortly  after,  Rev.  Mr.  Hall 
and  other  Methodist  ministers  held  services  iu  a 
school-house  which  stood  a  little  cast  of  the  residence 
of  Capt.  Daniel  B.  Greene,  later  of  Rudolphus  Swill. 

Their  number  continued  to  slowly  increase,  and  in 
180G  Conference  appointed  Rev.  Kpaphras  Kibbe  to 
take  charge  of  them.  In  the  course  of  the  following 
year  he  succeeded  in  forming  a  class  of  eight  persons, 
of  which  Capt.  John  Hawes  was  leader.  At  this 
time  they  were  worshiping  in  the  church  of  the  Con- 
gregational Society,  which  was  iu  a  very  prostrated 
condition,  and  since  the  retirement  of  Dr.  West  had 
been  without  a  pastor.  Aug.  2. 1807,  Mr.  Kibbe  pro- 
posed that  they  should  either  unite  with  the  Congre- 
gstionalists  or  organize  a  separate  society  of  their 
own.  They  chose  the  latter,  and  accordingly  the 
new  church  was  formed  at  the  above  date. 

The  original  founders  of  the  church  as  thus  consti- 
tuted were  eight  in  number,— John  Hawes,  Benjamin 
Dillingham,  Freelove  Nye,  Daniel  Summerton,  Han- 
nah Suminerton,  Jedediuh  Haskell,  Meriab  Spooner, 
Naucy  Danforlh.  The  first  stewards  were  Capt.  Johu 
Hawes  and  Jonathan  Danforth.  Mr.  Kibbe  remained 
till  1809,  and  when  he  left  the  church  numbered 
fifty-nine  members.    He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Ne- 
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hernial)  Cove,  who  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Levi 
Walker,  on  the  expiration  of  whose  term  Mr.  Coye 
was  again  appointed.   This  was  in  1811. 

During  all  litis  limo  they  had  continued  to  worship 
in  the  Congregational  Church.  At  this  date,  how- 
over,  the  members  of  that  society  undertook  to  sup- 
ply the  pulpit  with  a  minister  of  thoir  own  denomi- 
nation. Accordingly,  the  Methodists  vacated  the 
building  and  took  an  upper  room  in  an  old  house 
which  is  still  standing, — the  one  nearest  the  bridge  on 
the  south  side  of  the  street.  They  soon  collected  the 
sum  of  Ave  hundred  dollars  and  built  a  house  of  wor- 
ship, although  their  funds  were  inadequate  to  pay  for 
it  aud  a  considerable  dcht  remained  upon  the  church. 
It  was  dedicated  in  1811,  ltcv.  Nehemiah  Coye  preach- 
ing the  sermon  on  the  occasion.  At  the  time  of  its 
dedication  it  was  a  rough  structure,  in  quite  an  unfin- 
ished state,  being  neither  painted  nor  plastered. 

Mr.  Coye  located  at  Acushnct,  and  remained  until 
1817.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Benjamin  R.  Hoyt, 
who  acted  as  schoolmaster  also.  Then  came  the  fol- 
lowing clergy  in  the  order  named:  8hipl*y  W.  Wil- 
son, Solomon  Sius,  Edward  T.  Taylor,  afterwards  of 
the  Boston  Seamen's  Bethel,  Erastus  Otis,  Leroy  Sun- 
derland, l/connrd  B.  Griffin,  Robert  Easterbrooks, 
Elins  C.  Scoit,  James  Porter,  8amuel  Drake,  William 
Baxter,  O.  Sperry,  Thomas  Ely,  D.  H.  Banister, 
Franklin  Fish,  Oneaiphonis  Robhins,  Lemuel  Har- 
low, Otis  Wilder,  Joseph  McReading,  George  Win- 
chester, William  Cone,  Hebron  Vincent,  Daniel 
Webb,  Randall  Mitchell,  George  W.  Wooding.  James 
B.  Weeks,  Richard  Don  kept  Icy.  The  present  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  was  built  on  the  site  of  the 
old  one  in  1863-54,  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Donkersley's 
pastorate,  and  was  dedicated  March  9,  1864.  Mr. 
Donkersley  was  followed  by  Q.  A.  M.  Chapman,  E. 
Franklin  Hinks,  Philip  Grandon,  Elanson  Latham, 
Benjamin  L.  8ayre,  William  T.  Worth,  Samuel  Fox, 
Israel  Washburn.  Thomas  Ely,  Edward  H.  Hatfield, 
George  W.  Wooding,  Benjamin  H.  Bosworth,  fvlwanl 
A.  Lyon,  Charles  E.  Walker,  Edward  H.  Hatfield, 
Joseph  E.  Sears,  Charles  L.  Goodell,  George  M. 
Hamlin,  and  N.  Willis  Jordan. 

The  Original  Methodist  clam  in  the  city  of  New 
Bedford  was  organised  in  1817.  All  its  members, 
with  one  exception,  were  members  of  the  Acushnet 
Church.  This  class  was  the  origin  of  the  Elm  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  was  then  a  legit- 
imate offspring  of  the  society  at  Acushnet.  The 
other  New  Bedford  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches 
arc  outgrowths  of  the  Elm  Street. 

The  next  society  organized  was  the  Methodist  at 
Long  Plain.  Its  origin  commenced  in  1856  in  the 
"  Union  Society,"  referred  to  in  the  sketch  of  the 
Baptist  Society  here.  A  young  man  of  the  Baptist 
denomination,  Elanson  Latham,  preached  for  them 
with  great  acceptance,  resulting  in  quite  a  revival. 
In  the  spring  of  1867,  Mr.  Latham  attended  the  Meth- 
odist Conference,  and  while  there  joined  it.    On  his 


return  some  of  the  recently  converted  ones  desired 
a  Methodist  Society,  which  waa  organised,  and  the 
others  joined  the  Baptist. 

This  band  of  Methodists  were  strengthened  by  the 
remnant  of  a  Methodist  Society  at  North  Rochester 
which  united  with  them  in  the  new  organization. 
The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  Philip  (>nn- 
don,  who  was  born  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Roches- 
ter; he  remained  two  years,  the  limit  at  that  time, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  whose  successor 
was  Rev.  Mr.  Smith.  Then  came  Rev.  S.  Y.  Wallace, 
which  brings  the  church  down  to  18G2.  Their  meet- 
ing-house up  to  this  date  waa  a  little  chapel  built  for 
the  purpose,  and  which  is  now  the  society's  parsonage. 

The  people  soon  desired  a  larger  and  more  attrac- 
tive place  of  worship,  and  in  1862  the  enterprise  of 
building  a  new  house  commenced,  the  members  of  the 
Christian  denomination  who  were  worshiping  with 
them  aiding  in  the  work.  The  leading  gentlemen  in 
this  enterprise  of  church  building  were  Elder  Samuel 
Wilde,  whose  children  were  members  of  the  church, 
and  Mr.  David  R.  Pierce,  a  prominent  Methodist  and 
former  resident  of  New  Bedford.  The  edifice  was 
erected  during  the  year.  The  following  paper,  solicit- 
ing a  building  fund,  was  circulated  : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  agree  to  pay  the  sum  set 
against  our  names  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Long  Plain  to  build  a  house  of 
worship  and  a  parsonage,  said  house  to  be  settled 
upon  trustees  appointed  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  that  place,  with  the  understanding  that 
the  brethren  of  the  Christian  connection  residing  in 
the  vicinity  shall  have  equal  privileges  of  seats,  wor- 
ship, and  ordinances  with  the  Methodist  brethren,  and 
all  peaceably  disposed  people  are  invited  to  come  in 
and  worship  in  the  house,  and  the  seats  to  be  without 
charge  or  expense," 

This  paper  bears  date  May,  1862,  and  Elder  Wilde, 
who  made  great  efforts  in  procuring  subscriptions, 
gave  the  following  list  of  collections:  From  Boston, 
91067;  Providence,  $212;  Taunton,  $99;  New  Bed- 
ford. 1276.67;  Fall  River,  $66;  Long  Plain,  $398.20; 
Pawtucket,  $24.60,— making  a  total  of  $2137.37. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  followed  by  the  following-named 
pastors :  Moses  Chase,  George  H.  Winchester,  Samuel 
J.  Carroll,  8.  T.  Patterson,  C.  8.  Sanford,  Francis  A. 
Loomis,  George  H.  Butler,  E.  W.  Goodier,  John 
Thomson,  EL.  J.  Mooney,  and  A.  C.  Jones,  the  present 
pastor. 

There  are  two  other  public  places  of  worship  in 
town,— the  church  at  Perry  Hill  and  Whelden  Chapel, 
in  the  neighborhood  near  where  Capt.  Joseph  Whel- 
den's  mill  stood.  The  former  waa  built  in  1844  by 
representatives  of  the  Christian  denomination.  It 
has  not  been  a  success.  The  latter  was  built  in  1864 
as  a  plsce  ttf  worship  for  members  of  the  8econd 
Advent  denomination. 

The  town  is  well  supplied  with  educational  facili- 
ties.   There  are  accommodations  for  seven  schools. 
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Since  the  division  of  Fairhaven  the  town  ha*  been 
redistricted,  three  fine  school-houses  have  been  built, 
and  the  balance  of  them  repaired  to  be  as  good  as 
new.  There  was  formerly  a  private  school  at  Long 
Plain,  in  the  old  Methodist  chapel,  the  next  house 
south  being  used  as  a  boarding-house  connected  with 
it,  Another  similar  enterprise  was  conducted  for 
some  time  by  Obediah  Davis,  of  Acushnet,  on  the 
Fairhaven  road,  opposite  the  Laura  Keeue  place, 
which  at  that  time  was  the  home  of  William  Brad- 
ford, Bristol  County's  brilliant  artist.  This  was  a 
boarding-school  for  young  ladies.  The  building  was 
two  stories,  forty  by  sixty  feet  square.  It  did  not 
prove  a  success.  The  place  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  and  occupied  by  CapC  Franklyn  Rowland  as  a 
private  residence. 

The  town-meetings  of  original  New  Bedford  were 
held  in  Acushnet,  the  old  town-house  standing  just 
east  of  Parting  Ways,  near  the  site  of  the  present 
school-house.  The  building  was  sold  to  private  par- 
ties and  moved  to  the  city.  After  this  they  were 
held  in  the  old  Presbyterian  meeting-bouse.  Fair- 
haven  also  held  its  meeting  there  till  it  was  torn 
down,  when  a  house  was  built— the  one  on  Fairhaven 
road — a  couple  of  miles  below.  The  old  Bedford 
town-meeting  days  were  gala  occasions.  They  were 
general  holidays,  and  everybody  came.  The  pastimes 
ouUide  the  house  were  usually  foot  and  bat  ball, 
shooting  matches,  and  with  many  a  filling  up  with 
New  England  rum.  Plenty  of  the  latter  could  be 
easily  obtained  at  the  half-dozen  places  within  a  mile 
whero  it  was  sold.  In  those  days  of  public  travel  by 
coaches  the  routes  over  which  they  traveled  were 
lined  with  places  of  entertainment  for  man  and 
beast, — the  "  tavern."  The  route  from  New  Bedford 
to  Boston  passed  through  the  village  and  up  the 
Long  Plain  road.  On  this  line,  within  the  town  of 
Acushnet,  there  were  five  taverns,  and  liquor  sold  at 
them  all.  Commencing  at  the  bridge,  in  the  village, 
the  third  house  east,  now  owned  by  John  R.  Davis, 
was  run  by  Capt.  Seth  Pope;  the  second,  east  of  that, 
now  owned  by  Cyrus  E.  Clark,  postmaster,  was  kept 
by  Worth  Pope;  two  miles  farther  on,  the  same  side 
of  the  road,  the  next  house,  north  of  the  end  of  the 
Whites'  Factory  road,  was  one  kept  by  Jabez  Taber, 
now  owned  by  Capt.  Eldridge ;  a  mile  above,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  road,  at  Mason  Taber'a  corner,  was 
Salisbury  Blackmer's ;  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  bu- 
yond,  where  Willis  Brownell  now  lives,  was  Isaac 
Vincent's.  Now  it  is  not  publicly  known  that  any 
liquor  is  sold  in  the  town.  At  the  town-meeting  of 
1881  the  vote  on  licensing  the  sale  of  liquors  stood 
four  "  Yea"  to  fifty  four  "  No."  In  1882  none  "  Yes" 
to  seventy-seven  "  No." 

The  only  post-office  in  town  for  many  years  was  at 
Jabex  Taber'a  tavern,  his  brother,  Squire  James, 
being  the  postmaster.  In  1828  one  was  established 
at  Long  Plain,  being  kept  in  Thatcher's  store,  and 
afterwards  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Wilde,  now  occupied 


by  Richard  Davis,  who  has  been  postmaster  nearly 
thirty  years,  and  is  at  the  present  time.  Another 
office  was  provided  for  in  Acushnet  village,  being 
kept  in  the  first  bouse,  second  building,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  street  west  of  the  bridge.  Gustavus  Gil- 
bert, who  was  studying  law  with  Judge  Spooner,  was 
the  recognized  |Mn>tmastcr  for  a  couple  of  years,  but 
the  acting  officer  was  Cyrus  E.  Clark,  Esq.,  in  whose 
store  it  was  kept,  and  who  in  1830  became  post- 
master, and  has  occupied  the  position  till  the  present 
time.  In  1842  it  was  moved  into  the  building  which 
was  the  "  Worth"  tavern.  This  was  subsequently 
burned,  and  Mr.  Clark  built  on  the  same  spot. 

The  village  of  Acushnet  took  the  lead  of  Bedford 
village  for  many  year*.  Ships  were  built  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  and  it  was  a  stirring  place.  Here 
was  the  first,  last,  and  only  whipping-post  in  the  old 
town.  It  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  just  a 
few  yard*  below  thu  bridge,  in  a  spot  afterwards  occu- 
pied by  a  blacksmith-shop,  which  was  burned  in 
1882.  The  last  act  of  official  whipping  was  on  the 
back  of  a  notorious  character  named  John  Black, 
about  1780.  In  the  village  lived  the  first  judge  of 
the  Police  Court  in  New  Bedford,  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Spooner,  and  Capt.  John  Hawes,  who  was  collector 
of  customs  during  many  of  the  first  years  of  the 
present  century.  Elsewhere  in  the  town  were  the 
home*  of  the  original  members  of  the  families  of 
Hathaway,  Hawes,  Jenny,  Kempton,  Nye,  Pope, 
Taber,  Tobey,  Spooner,  and  Swift,  many  of  whom 
were  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  old  Dart- 
mouth, and  others  have  occupied  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility  at  home  and  abroad. 

For  some  time  previous  to  1875  the  people  resid- 
ing along  the  western  border  of  the  town  felt  that 
it  would  be  more  for  their  interest,  especially  in 
regard  to  schools,  if  a  narrow  portion  of  Acushnet 
along  that  boundary  was  annexed  to  New  Bedford. 
Both  towns  agreeing  in  the  matter  there  was  pawed 
by  the  Goneral  Court,  April  9, 1875,— 

"*»  Act  to  *«««*  u  eurt  »/  OW  toem  «J  Acm&m*  to  IW  cl/»  o/  Ntm  B*i/*r4. 

"Sec.  1.  All  Uint  part  of  tba  lows  of  Acueiinet,  wltb  til  Uw  Innab. 
IUiiU  end  aatatfi  therein,  lying  weaterlj  ol  Hi*  fultowiug  Hue,  to  wll: 
Begtuittng  al  tbe  atolie  poet  numbered  twaittj-ulue  at  Dnvla'  Corner,  en 
called;  Uieace  running  aoitli  three  degrees  vast  tosetooepoat  nee  rods 
aaaiirijr  of  Ilia  houee  of  Keujauilu  Pectusin,  and  from  theme  northerly 
In  a  atreight  Una  to  the  aloaa  poet  that  naarsa  Ilia  boundary  Hub  be- 
tvi-cn  Naw  Bedford,  Freetown.  bimI  Acuahnet,  la  hereby  aet  oft*  from  tbe 
town  of  Acuahnet,  and  aaue&ed  to  tba  city  of  Naw  Bedford,  and  ibell 
coaetltule  a  part  of  tue  Ural  Ward  of  the  city  of  Naw  Bedford  uutU  a 
naw  ditlalon  of  warda  la  made  In  eald  clljf." 

Section*  2,  3,  and  4  refer  to  taxes,  paupers,  repre- 
sentatives, etc.  This  leaves  the  infant  town  aa  it  is 
March  81,  1883. 

Acushnet  has  a  flourishing  Union  Sunday-school 
Association,  organized  in  1882.  The  officers  are 
Franklyn  Howland,  president;  Dennis  Mason,  sec- 
retary ;  T.  J.  Robinson,  treasurer. 
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HON.  NATIIANIRI,  8.  BI'OONRR. 

The  first  American  ancestor  of  the  now  somewhat 
numeroiM  Spooner  family  was  named  William.  Of 
the  place  of  his  nativity  or  the  precise  Hate  of  his 
birth  nottiinft  definite  can  be  learned.  The  Spooner 
name  in  England  is  an  ancient  nnd  honorable  one, 
and  it  is  highly  probable  that  from  this  family  was 
descended  this  William  Spooner.  The  first  that  is 
positively  known  of  him,  however,  is  the  assignment 
of  articles  (found  in  Plymouth  Colony  records)  "in- 
denturing" him  to  one  John  Coombs.  This  bears 
dale  1037,  nnd  from  the  tenor  of  the  document  it  la 
to  be  infer  re.)  that  he  had  then  reached  his  majority. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Partridge,  who  died  April  28, 
1648.  He  then  married  Hannah  Pratt,  March  18, 
1652.  About  16G0  be  moved  to  the  now  settlement 
at  Acushnet,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  waa 
spent.  He  died  1684.  It  appears  he  was  a  man  of 
prominence  in  the  new  colony,  and  held  office  both 
there  nnd  in  Plymouth  when  resident  in  the  respec- 
tive towns.  His  son  Samuel  was  bom  1656,  married 
Experience  Wing,  by  whom  he  hnd  eleven  children. 
By  occupation  he  was  a  weaver  and  agriculturist. 
He  died  1739.  His  son  Both  was  born  Jan.  31,  1696. 
He  married,  July  16,  1719,  Rose  Clark,  of  Sandwich, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children,— Waller,  Elizabeth, 
and  Rebecca.  His  second  wife  was  Abigail  Hatha- 
way. He  learned  the  weaver's  trade,  but  was  chiefly 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a  very  en- 
terprising man,  and  was  frequently  chosen  to  town 
offices.  He  died  March  28,  1787.  His  son  Walter 
was  born  in  1720.  He  was  thrice  married,  first  to 
Alathea  Sprague.  To  this  union  there  were  b'ix  chil- 
dren. Second,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Peck  (Hammond),  no 
issue.   Third,  Mrs.  Margaret  Dnvis  (Tabcr),  no  issue. 

Walter  P|KRiner  was  an  ardent  and  distinguished 
patriot  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  in 
public  life  from  1759  till  his  death.  He  waa  nine 
years  a  representative  to  the  General  Court,  and  waa 
a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Province  seventeen 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  convention  which 
framed  the  Constitution  of  Massachuoetts,  1779,  and 
in  1781  was  appointed  by  Governor  Hancock  chief 
justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  his  native 
county.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Massachusetts  State 
Convention  which  ratified  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  Presidential  elector  for  George 
Washington  both  terms.  A  full  list  of  the  various 
public  trusts  to  which  he  was  chosen  would  transcend 
the  limits  of  this  sketch,  suffice  it  to  say,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  one  familiar  with  his  record,  "  No  man  of  i 
old  Dartmouth  ever  held  more  prominently  the  con-  : 
fidence  of  the  people,  or  by  his  official  and  private 
life  more  thoroughly  justified  that  confidence."  He 
died  Oct.  26,  1803.  His  son  Set  1 1  was  born  1752: 
married  Patience  Pierce,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 


dren.—Noah,  Paul,  Nathaniel  8.,  and  Dolly.  His 
early  life  was  spent  as  a  farmer  in  Acushnet.  Later 
in  life  ho  removed  to  Fnlrhaven  and  engaged  in 
trade.    He  died  1815. 

Nathaniel  Sprague  Spooner  waa  born  May  6,  1790. 
After  graduating  at  Brown  University  he  became,  in 
company  with  Charles  J.  Holmes  and  Judge  Ny al- 
phas Marston,  a  law  student,  under  the  tutelage  of 
Abraham  Holmes,  of  Rochester.  After  qualifying 
himself  for  the  law,  his  first  practice  was  in  hia  native 
town  of  Fairhavcn  (now  Acushnet),  but  his  practice 
soon  extended  to  the  courts  of  New  Bedford.  About 
1817  he  removed  to  New  Bedford,  but  resided  there 
only  about  a  year,  when  he  returned  to  Acushnet  and 
settled  upon  the  spot  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  waa  thrice  married,  first  to  Sophia 
Howard,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Martha  (Willis) 
Howard,  of  West  Bridgewater,  Nov.  26, 1812.  They 
had  two  children,  —  Martha  Howard  and  Mary 
Sprague,  the  latter  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one.  Hia  second  wife  was  Lois  A.  Tompkins,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Isaac  and  Mary  Tompkins,  of  Haverhill, 
Mass.  His  third  wife  waa  Hannah  Crocker,  daughter 
of  Alvin  and  Phccbe  Crocker,  of  Barnstable. 

Judge  Spooner  was  an  able  and  prominent  lawyer, 
but  more  particularly  noted  as  a  counselor  than  as 
an  advocate,  on  account  of  hia  judgment  being  more 
than  ordinarily  good.  He  shrank  from  all  notoriety, 
and  avoided  so  far  as  possible  all  official  position, 
accepting  only  such  public  trusts  as  he  deemed  im- 
peratively his  duty  to  assume  as  a  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity. He  waa,  in  fact,  one  of  the  most  unassuming 
of  men.  Yet,  notwithstanding  his  native  modesty, 
he  never  shrank  from  what  he  considered  hia.  duty. 
He  was  justice  of  the  peace  nearly  all  his  life  after 
his  majority,  and  held  at  various  limes  the  different 
town  offices.  He  waa  police  judge  in  New  Bedford 
many  years,  and  waa  a  member  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  was  a  man  of  strong  integrity,  and  noted 
for  his  frankness  and  candor;  a  man  of  active  tem- 
perament, earnest,  impulsive,  sometimes  impetuous, 
but  always  sincere.  As  a  business  man  he  was  suc- 
cessful, and  as  a  member  of  society  he  was  respected 
nnd  beloved.  He  was  a  man  of  marked  generosity 
nnd  liberality  of  character.  One  of  his  life-long  as- 
sociates remarks  of  him  that  "his  charity  waa  spon- 
taneous nnd  boundless,  and  he  was  never  known  to 
refuse  a  worthy  or  needy  appeal."  He  bore  in  bis 
veins  some  of  the  best  blood  of  New  England ;  on 
the  maternal  side  he  was  a  descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  John  Alden  nnd  Priscilla  Mullins, 
and  numbers  among  his  ancestors  such  families  as  the 
Carpenters,  Southworths,  Baasetta,  and  Arnolds.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Society,  and  in 
politics  a  Federalist  and  Whig.  He  died  Jan.  20, 
I860. 
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R.  N.  SWIFT. 

For  centuries  the  Swift  family  hat  been  a  promi- 
nent one  in  England.  The  celebrated  Dean  Swift 
waa  one  of  the  moat  noted  of  the  name.  William 
Swift  came  from  Booking,  County  Suffolk,  England, 
to  Watertown,  Mass.,  prior  to  1634.  He  removed 
to  Sandwich  about  1637,  and  died  there  not  far  from 
1640.  "The  Swifts  descended  from  him  are  like 
the  *lare  for  multitude."  Hia  son  William'  was 
born  in  England,  and  came  with  hia  father  to  Amer- 
ica. We  can  tell  but  little  of  him.  Hia  will,  dated 
15th  December,  1705,  waa  probated  Jan.  29,  1706. 
Bayliea  gives  him  a*  representative  in  1673,  '74, 
*77,  78.  He  waa  a  mail  of  conaequence  and  sub- 
stance, and  had  numerous  children.  His  son  Wil- 
liam' had  several  children,  and  died  about  five  years 
before  his  father.  Hia  will  waa  dated  17th  June, 
1700.  William',  his  son,  removed  to  Falmouth,  whe/e 
he  was  an  honored  citisen,  influential  in  community. 
Among  his  children  waa  William1,  who  waa  a  tailor  in 
hia  younger  daya,  but  afterward*  a  farmer  in  hia  native 
town  of  Falmouth.  Like  bis  ancestors,  he  waa  an  in- 
fluential member  of  society,  law-abiding,  prosperous, 
esteemed  and  respected  for  his  thrift  and  good  quali- 
ties. He  had  several  sons,  all  men  of  force  and  char- 
acter; broad  and  liberal  in  all  views,  they  were  yet 
positive  in  their  nature,  pushing  and  successful  in 
business,  and  public-spirited  in  every  enterprise  tend- 
ing to  advance  their  town.  William'  was  a  Whig  in 
politics  and  a  Freemason.  He  lived  to  a  great  age. 
Among  hia  children  were  Elijah,  Thomas,  Johu, 
Reuben  EL,  William*,  and  Ezekiel.  The  "  History  of 
Cape  Cod"  has  the  following  concerning  Elijah : 

"  Elijah  Swift,  son  of  William  and  grandson  of 
William,  waa  representative  twelve  years,  justice  of 
the  peace  from  1831,  quorum  untu  from  1840,  of  Gov- 
ernor's council  two  years,  and  a  gentleman  of  much 
sagacity  and  enterprise.  By  mechanical  profession  a 
carpenter,  he  contracted  for  and  built  -many  houses 
prior  to  1820  in  Beaufort,  S.  0.,  and  until  1818  had  a 
store  in  that  place.  His  contracts  with  the  United 
States  government  (for  live-oak  ship-timber  furnished 
to  the  government  navy  yards),  faithfully  performed, 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  large  fortune,  which  he  em- 
ployed with  laudable  regard  to  the  best  interests  of 
his  town.  He  took  the  first  contract  in  1816.  This 
was  to  furnish  an  entire  frame,  gotten  out  to  the 
moulds  for  a  seventy-four  gun  ship  of  the  line.  This 
timber  waa  procured  from  the  sea  islands  or  South 
Carolina.  He  followed  shipbuilding  twenty  years, 
and  was  the  first  to  establish  this  enterprise  and  whal- 
ing at  Wood'a  Holl." 

Not  less  identified  with  live-oak  business,  though 
of  not  quite  so  early  a  date,  and  no  leas  conspicuous 
as  a  man  of  enterprise  and  public  spirit,  was  his 
brother,  Reuben  E.  He  was  born  in  Falmouth,  but 
came  early  in  life  to  Fairhaven  (Acushnet),  where  ho 
was  a  cabinet-maker  until  1820,  when  he  removed  to 
New  Bedford  and  established  a  furniture  warehouse 


and  manufactory.  He  became  connected  with  Elijah 
in  the  live-oak  trade  soon  after  its  establishment,  and 
followed  it  successfully  for  years,  spending  much  of 
his  time  in  South  Carolina,  Florida,  and  other  live- 
oak  sections.  He  built  a  cabinet-shop  on  Union 
Street  in  New  Bedford  in  1821,  but  relinquished  it  to 
the  care  of  his  brother  William.  He  was  a  man  of 
hardy  and  vigorous  constitution  and  of  social  nature, 
with  ardent  friendships.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
waa  captain  of  a  light  infantry  company  in  the  United 
States  service,  and  for  some  time  was  stationed  with 
his  company  on  Clarke's  Point  to  watch  the  British 
vessels  cruising  in  Buzzard's  Bay  and  prevent  their 
landing.  He  married  (1)  Jane,  daughter  of  OUed 
Nye,  of  Fairhaven,  March  24,  1803.  Their  children 
were  Obed  N.  (deceased).  Franklin  K.  (deceased), 
Betsey  P.  (deceased),  BhoJnifihut  A'.,  William  C.  N., 
and  Reuben  E.  (deceased).  Mrs.  Swift  died  Nov.  9, 
1839.  Mr.  8wift  married  (2)  Lucy  L.  Robinson,  of 
Falmouth,  May  8,  1841,  and  soon  removed  to  Fal- 
mouth, where  he  met  an  untimely  death  Dec.  6,  1843, 
by  a  fall  from  a  hay-mow.  Hia  widow  is  still  living 
in  Falmouth. 

Rhodolphus  N.  Swift  was  born  at  Acushnet,  Nov. 
29,  1810,  and  passed  two  years  of  his  boyhood  in  the 
South  with  his  father.  He  embraced  a  sailor's  life 
when  seventeen,  embarking  on  a  whaler  ("  Canton"). 
In  this  lie  passed  sixteen  years,  eight  of  these  as 
master  of  the  "  Lancaster,"  in  which  he  made  two 
successful  voyages  to  the  North  Pacific  and  Japan 
const  in  pursuit  of  aperm  whales.  After  relinquishing 
his  seafaring  he  engaged  witli  his  brothers  in  the  live- 
oak  trade,  following  in  the  same  course  as  his  father. 
Their  work  was  chiefly  done  in  Florida,  where  they 
bought  large  tracts  of  live-oak  land,  from  which  they 
cut  the  timber  for  the  government.  The  work  being 
honestly  and  promptly  done,  they  were  generally 
successful  in  securing  the  contracts  from  the  govern- 
ment; but  even  when  lower  bidders  secured  them  the 
government  had  very  frequently  to  annul  the  contracts 
and  procure  the  timber  from  the  Swifts.  This  con- 
tract business  was  kept  up  at  intervals  until  1875, 
with  a  few  years'  intermission  during  the  war.  The 
firm  was  first  C.  N.  Swift  &  Co.,  afterwards  Swift 
Brothers.  In  company  with  his  brother  William,  Mr. 
Swift  was  for  many  years  interested  in  whaling. 
Positive  in  his  nature,  he  is  always  outspoken  and 
fearless  in  advocacy  of  whatever  he  deems  right,  hut 
at  the  same  time  is  unostentatious,  and  he  has  steadily 
refused  public  place  and  )>o*ition.  His  financial  suc- 
cuss  has  enabled  him  to  devote  much  of  his  time  to 
travel.  His,  residence  at  Acushnet  is  pleasant  and  its 
surroundings  attractive.  His  children  have  been 
liberally  educated,  and  reflect  credit  upon  their  name 
and  the  care  bestowed  upon  them.  He  married,  June 
18,  1838,  Sylvia  11.,  daughter  of  (iidcnii  und  Sylvia 
(Hathaway)  Nye,  of  Acushnet.  Their  children  were 
Rhodolphus  (died  in  infancy),  Rupert  O.  N  ,  Clement 
N.,  Annie  D.,  Clura  O.  (deceased),  and  Edward  T. 
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Mr.  8wift  ia  recognized  m  one  of  the  moat  promi- 
nent citizens  of  his  town.  He  hns  n  large  circle  of 
frienda.  Wo  could  write  much  of  him,  but  we  forbear, 
for  Mich  in  hia  modesty  that  wo  might  inflict  a  wound 
when  we  mean  aim  ply  to  do  juatice. 

Clement  N.  had  great  natural  talent  aa  an  artist. 
He  haa  passed  fourteen  years  in  Paria  and  Brittany, 
France,  aa  an  art  atudent.  He  ia  still  devoted  to  art, 
and  hm  worka  are  highly  spoken  of.  Both  he  and  his 
siater  reside  with  their  parent*  at  Acushnet. 


BltEN  LEONARD. 
Ebcn  Leonard,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Phillips) 
Leonard,  was  bom  at  Taunton,  Mam.,  April  10, 1814. 
Hia  father  waa  born  at  Raynham,  and  removed  to 
Taunton  at  aixteen  ;  was  by  occupation  a  farmer. 
He  married  Mary  Phillips,  by  whom  he  had  twelve 
children,  of  which  Ebcn  was  the  eldest.  He  died  Dec 
27,  1847,  and  Mrs.  Leonard  May  8,  1874. 

When  eighteen  Eben  left  Taunton  for  New  Bedford, 
and  learned  boat-building  with  William  E.  Carver. 
He  then  engaged  with  JethroCoflin  for  twenty-eight 
months,  and  then  with  Daniel  Wadsworth  as  a  jour- 
neyman, and  labored  faithfully  and  honestly  for  thir- 
teen  years.  After  this  ho  removed  to  Acushnet,  where 
he  now  resides,  and  in  connection  with  hi»  two  sons 
ia  engaged  quite  largely  in  whale-boat  building,  which 
they  make  a  specialty  in  manufacturing.  He  married, 
Nov.  29,  I  «:<'.,  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
P.  Henley,  born  in  Barnstable,  Oct.  26,  1817,  where 
the  family  haa  been  a  valued  one  for  aevcral  genera- 
tions. They  have  had  aix  children, — Thomas  W. 
(born  July  3,  1839,  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Forty- 
seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry  Volunteers,  and  died 
July  14, 1863,  in  service  at  New  Orleans,  La.),  Daniel 
(died  in  infancy),  Eben  F.  (born  July  26,  1846,  mar- 
ried Adeline  D,  daughter  of  James  and  PhebeGracie. 
Thev  have  one  child,  Ida  F.J,  Charlea  F.  (born  April 
19,  1848,  married,  flrat,  Cabala  M.  Pierce,  who  died 
Sept.  30,  1879;  second,  8usan  Haswell.May  19,1881), 
Adelaide  G.  (born  Nov.  4,  18.r>0,  married,  first,  Benja- 
min T.  Pcckham,  of  Fairhaven.  They  had  one  child, 
Fannie  II.  Second,  married  William  F.TIrrill,  Aug. 
2. 1R71.  She  died  Sept.  26,  1880),  Mary  E.  (born  Oct. 
22,  1806,   She  died  Aug.  27,  1876). 

Mr.  Leonard  has  ever  been  esteemed  one  of  the 
Iteat  citizens  of  Acushnet,  has  many  warm  friends, 
and  none  can  say  aught  againat  his  integrity,  honesty, 
or  sterling  worth.  He  has  been  member  of  the  pru- 
dential school  committee,  and  for  the  last  four  years  a 
selectman  of  his  town,  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  as- 
sessor. He  has  ever  been  a  consistent  Democrat, 
Mrs.  Leonard  is  a  member  and  Mr.  I/eonard  n  regular 
attendant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  al- 
though Mr.  Leonard  is  a  believer  in  universal  salva- 
tion. 


CYRUS  B.  CLARE. 
Cyrus  E.  Clark  waa  (torn  in  Rochester,  Plymouth 
Co.,  Mass.,  Nov.  7, 1796.  He  waa  the  aon  of  Nathan 
Clark,  a  farmer,  who  was  a  native  of  Rochester,  and 
a  aon  of  Willnrd  Clark,  of  the  same  town.  Cyrus  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education,  and  in  his  twenty- 
sixth  year,  July  27, 1822,  married  Sophronia,  daughter 
of  Capt.  James  Wood,  of  Middleborough,  and  settled 
at  the  "  Head  of  the  River,"  in  Fairhaven,  now  Acush- 
net, and  commenced  trade  as  a  grocer,  which  business 
he  continued  ten  years.  He  has  been  a  land  surveyor 
for  many  years,  engaging  in  that  shortly  after  coining 
to  Acushnet  His  services  in  this  capacity  were 
'  satisfactory,  and  up  to  the  present  time  he  continues 
to  occasionally  perform  some  labor  in  this  line.  He 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  North  Fairhaven  (after- 
wards changed  to  Acushnet)  April  1,  1828,  and  dur- 
ing all  the  various  changes  of  administration  he  haa 
uninterruptedly  held  that  position.  He  waa  for  many 
years  in  the  State  Legislature:  elected  to  serve  in  the 
|  Lower  House  in  1832,  1837,  1840,  1842,  and  in  the 
I  Senate  in  1843.  This  was  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
to  which  party  he  has  steadily  adhered,  and  for  which 
he  has  labored  all  bis  active  life.  He  waa  chosen 
selectman  in  1832,  and  held  the  position  without 
intermisaiou  till  1864.  He  has  done  a  large  amount 
of  probate  business,  and  settled  many  estates.  This 
work  has  exteuded  over  many  years,  reaching  from 
1830  to  the  present  time.  He  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  ever  since  the  same  year.  For  seven  years  he 
waa  notary  public,  refusing  to  serve  longer. 

In  his  eighteenth  year  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  a 
company  of  troopers  in  the  Stale  militia.  He  had  a 
great  interest  in  this  service,  and  passed  through  all 
the  grades  of  office  to  first  lieutenant,  when,  very 
much  to  hia  surprise,  he  was  chosen  and  commissioned 
lieutenant-colonel,  in  which  capacity  he  served  with 
acceptation  until  the  disbanding  of  the  regiment 
some  two  or  three  years.  When  the  Rebellion  broke 
out  in  1861  he  tried  hard  to  enlist  as  a  soldier,  but  he 
was  not  accepted  on  account  of  his  advanced  years. 
He  was  at  that  time  chairman  of  the  board  of  select- 
men, and  discharged  all  the  difficult  and  onerous  duties 
of  that  position  during  the  war,  with  the  heartiest 
approval,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constitu- 
ents. 

Mr.  Clark  has  bad  four  children,  Lucy  Maria, 
Cyrus  Earle,  Jr.,  Avery  Cushman,  and  Frederick 
Williams,  all  of  whom  are  dead.  Mrs.  Clark  died 
Sept.  28,  1846.  Cyrus  E,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  6,  1826, 
married  Sophia  Parker,  and  died  June  8,  1868,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Cyrus  Henry  Clark,  now  a  photographer 
on  Cape  Cod. 

Mr.  Clark  has  been  a  man  of  positive  character, 
yet  unobtrusive  and  unostentatious.  Perhaps  no  man 
in  the  town  has  been  identified  longer  with  ita  interests 
or  more  earnestly  devoted  to  ita  welfare  than  he,  and 
surely  none  holds  a  higher  place  in  the  regard  of  ita 
I  people. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

BERKLEY.1 

-  "  VmnH  the  Decree  of  inptn  ukM  In  way  , 
Th t  But  tour  t«l  »lr»»Jj  paet, 
A  tnii  shall  doa*  Ik*  dram*  with  the  day  ; 
Time*  nobleet  oSaprlng  It  Ik.  leal." 

These  prophetic  words  were  ottered  by  Lord 
Berkeley,  under  the  enthusiasm  excited  by  the  pros- 
pect of  hia  emigrating  to  the  New  World,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  converting  the  American  savuges  to  Chris- 
tianity, and  the  founding  of  a  university  in  tho 
Bermudas. 

From  this  celebrated  man,  preacher,  writer,  scholar, 
philanthropist,  and  metaphysician  the  town  of  Berk- 
ley undoubtedly  derived  its  name,  for  tradition  says, 
"  In  17SS,  when  certain  inhabitants,  living  in  the 
southerly  part  of  Taunton  and  the  northerly  part  of 
the  South  Precinct,  or  Purchase,  then  Dighton,  asked 
the  Great  and  Qeneral  Court,  for  reasons  set  forth  in 
their  petition,  for  an  act  of  incorporation  as  a  new 
township,"  the  name  of  Berkeley  was  suggested  by 
some  one  who  bad  probably  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  George  Berkeley,  then  late  Bishop  of  Cloyne, 
who  just  before  that  time  had  residod  at  Newport,  R.  I. 

The  suggestion  and  adoption  of  the  name  of  so 
distinguished  a  Christian  philosopher  and  poet  re- 
flects great  credit  upon  the  taste  and  liberality  of 
religious  sentiments  of  all  parties  interested,  for  it 
will  be  remembered  that  Episcopalians  were  seldom 
complimented  in  such  manner,  even  in  the  "Old 
Colony,"  whose  fame  was  never  shadowed  by  religious 
persecution. 

Bishop  Berk'eley  was  a  remarkable  man  for  that  or 
any  other  age,  remarkable  for  his  broad  Christianity, 
benevolence,  and  original  philosophical  ideas,  which, 
like  other  new  ideas,  are  alwaya  an  easy  subject  of 
ridicule  and  misrepresentation. 

Thus  Byron  said,— 

"  When  Blehop  Berkeley  tiki  there  la  no  matter, 
Awl  proved  It,  'twas  dm  matter  what  bo  aunt." 

And  Dr.  Johnson  aaid  to  an  advocate  and  defender 
of  Berkeley's  theories,  with  whom  he  had  held  a  con- 
versation, when  the  latter  rose  to  depart,  "  Pray,  sir, 
do  not  leave  us :  we  may  perhaps  forget  you,  and  thun 
you  will  cease  to  exist." 

While  his  premises  and  conclusions  have  not  been 
fully  accepted  by  the  philosophy  of  the  present  day, 
they  very  considerably  modified  former  views  upon 
various  subject*  relative  to  metaphysics. 

Bishop  Berkeley  presented  to  Harvard  and  Yale 
Colleges  his  large  and  valuable  library,  and  to  tliu 
latter  some  valuable  real  estate  on  Rhode  Island, 
from  the  proceeds  of  which  to  found  a  scholarship, 
which  baa  become  immensely  valuable.  More  than 
two  hundred  students  have  availed  themselves  of  this 
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privilege,  of  whom  about  one  hundred  have  become 
clergymen,— a  creditable  shewing  for  the  legacy  of 
one  individual. 

He  also  sent  to  the  town  named  in  honor  of  him 
a  present  of  a  church  organ,  to  be  used  in  public 
worship.  The  services  of  an  organist  were  not  avail- 
able in  those  daya,  and  this,  added  to  the  fact  tltat 
there  waa  an  unmiatakable  prejudice  among  those 
primitive  worshipers  against  instrumental  music  in 
church,  resulted  in  a  neglect  of  the  courtesy,  and  the 
organ  waa  left  in  Newport,  and,  it  is  said,  yet  re- 
mains] there  to  this  day  iu  Trinity  ('liurcli,  in  a  state 
of  complete  preservation  aud  in  constant  use.  As  an 
example  of  the  sentiment  that  prevailed  then  against 
instrumental  music  in  church,  it  is  related  that  forty 
years  after  the'  present  of  the  organ  the  feeling  was 
so  far  compromised  as  to  allow  the  use  of  a  bass-viol 
at  the  closing  singing,  when  the  congregation  joiued. 
A  venerable  man  would  rise  and  go  out,  slamming 
bis  pew-door  in  evident  ill  humor.  Upon  being  re- 
monstrated with  for  his  discourteous  behavior,  he  re- 
plied that  "  be  would  not  stay  and  hear  that  bull 
roar." 

But  in  this  respect,  and  in  others  as  well,  there  has 
been  an  entire  change  in  the  feelings  and  practices 
of  religious  worship  and  modifications  of  religious 
belief,  and  no  one  could  be  found  who  would  uow  say 
that  instrumental  music  in  church  was  "an  inven- 
tion of  the  devil  to  catch  men's  souls." 

The  change  in  the  spelling  of  the  word  Berkley 
was  probably  due  to  the  carelessness  of  the  engrossing 
clerk  of  the  Qeneral  Court,  an  error  that  has  been 
perpetuated,  and  can  be  accounted  for  in  no  other 
manner.  This  is  a  matter  of  regret,  as  certainly  the 
name  of  the  town  should  have  conformed  to  the 
original  orthography. 

The  folio wiug  is  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the 
town  of  Berkley : 

"  An  Act  /ar  dieMing  brteae  o/  7a anion  and  iftaatm,  crectma  a  new  h>wa 
Caere  Of  lae  Mama  0/  Jfertfcn. 

"Kneeled  In  1  tie  eighth  j  em  of  Ike  retgu  oT  King  George  II. 

■  Wuaasaa,  The  aoulherty  part  of  Taunton  and  tba  northerly  part  of 
Dlgklon,  on  Ik*  eaat  title  of  the  Great  Blisr.  la  competently  SIM  with 
Inhabitant*,  who  laW  under  dimculllea  hj  raaaoei  1  I  Ike  reuotrueee 
from  Ike  plant*  of  public  aiewlluga  Iu  Ike  aald  laws*,  and  kaee  there- 
apoci  made  application  to  ll.lt  court  that  they  amy  be  eel  o«  a  dlSWont 
and  eeparale  parlali,  and  W  tasted  with  all  Iba  powers  and  privilege* 
that  other  tonne  In  Ible  pnatioce  are  reeled  with. 

-Ik  U  leere/eec  rnoctrd  be  Ml  .'  .c  lie  Ooeemer,  flsilst,  end 

Siperetatatieet  ra  General  [tin  ..mo  Mad,  and  I,  u\c  eelAorfa  «/  (be  team. 
That  lite  eoulherlj  part  of  Taunlon  aud  northerly  part  of  Dkrhtou,  on 
Iba  eaat  aide  of  Ike  Qreat  Kleer,  an  bat  eafter  bounded,  ba  and  hereby  are 
eat  off,  cuaetituled,  aud  erected  lulu  a  ee|«mle  nnd  dletliicl  towiMhlp  by 
th*  name  of  Berkley,  the  bound*  of  tba  towaaklp  being  a*  followelk, 
tit. :  Beginning  at  Iba  Great  Blnr,  at  n  forbad  wblta-oak  tree,  at  tha 
landing-place  between  the  land  of  Abraham  Tied. I e  and  Mlcab  Flail; 
front  Ihenoa  to  attend  In  a  alralghl  line  lo  n  dam  known  by  lb*  name 
of  Mule  Meadow  Dam  |  from  then*,  lo  a  Ire.  with  a  heap  of  alone* 
around  II  In  th*  said  Hill,  meadow;  from  these*  lo  ..tend  In  a 
alralghl  Una  mull  It  li.taraectod  th*  lint  ol  lb*  precinct,  wklck  Include* 
s  part  of  Tuunlou  aud  a  pari  uf  lllodleborough,  oppoall*  Iba  dwelllug- 
boo**  of  John  Williams;  I  rum  thence  to  attend  on  aatd  precinct  line  lo 
111*  rn.pl.-tre*  which  le  th*  corner  bounde  of  M  kUllebo  rough,  Kreeloeu. 
Dlghlou,  and  Taunlon ;  and  from  thence  bounded  by  rreetowu  until  il 
cotuea  lo  a  Utile  knoll  or  hillock  of  upland,  being  th.  bound,  between 
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Dlghton,  Freetown,  and  Aaaonet  Nocks  ami  thence  hounded  by  th*  land 
of  Mr.  Kdward  Shore  till  II  com.  Id  Tannton  Rlrnr;  and  Ihtn  boondod 
by  **M  rie»r  till  It  caah  to  II..  ftr.i  mentioned bound* 

-  Aim!  that  the  Inhabitant*  thereof  be  ,„.|  here!  ,  are  reeled  ami  m. 

Ilant*  of  any  or  th*  town*  wltliln  thU  proalnc*  eie  or  by  law  ought  to  bo 
reeted  with. 

••"..i>  H  *  bo  nod.ratood  that  John  spurn,  Nleholaa  Stephena.  John 
Tiedalc,  Abraham  T»i.v,  laaae  TKdatc.  and  Kbeneter  Pitta,  and  thoir 
famlliea  and  aetata*,  ara  not  to  be  Included  In  aald  tnwnahl|i,  but  an  to 
belong  to  tha  town*  of  Tannton  or  Dlghton,  aa  formerly.  * 

"  Ami  Iho  Inhaldtanla  of  tha  town  of  Berkley  ara  hereby  reqneeted, 
within  Iho  apar*  of  two  7  rare  from  tha  publication  nf  thla  act,  lo  promt  re 
ami  art  tie  a  learned  Orthodox  mln  later  of  ».«»!  cwneeraatlon,  ami  make 
prurlalttii  for  hi*  romf.»rtabl*  and  honorable  aiipport,  and  alao  lo  erect 
and  flnlah  a  Reliable  and  convenient  hone*  fur  tha  public  worship  of 
Owl  In  aald  town. 

"  fWMed,  elan.  Thai  the  Inhabitant*  Included  within  that  lownahlp 
that  heretufora  bcHHaged  to  Tannton  ahall,  from  time  to  time,  p*y 
lowanla  Ih*  re  palm  of  Well  brldg*  in  ptnportlon  lo  th*  mnalnlng  part 
of  Tannton,  according  to  tbolr  aaaeaamenl  In  tha  leat  province  tax,  and 
alao  their  proportion  of  lb*  ratea  end  tax**  al ready  made  In  Tannton. 

-  And  that  pari  of  tha  new  townahlp  which  belonged  lo  frighten  pay 
their  proportion  wllh  the  aald  town  of  Dlghton  of  tha  arranr*  of  Iheir 
r>iti*(tinii[ftf  mtf*.  a  I  if  nHr  nuult*,  mid  of  th*  d*»bt*>  du*  from  th-»  Mid  town 
of  Dlghtoa.  and  atan  Ihelr  proportion  ofth*  charge  for  th*  maintenance 
of  th*  present  poor  of  Ih*  town  of  Mghton. 

-  April,  the  lath  day,  ITU.   Thla  Mil  tnvrlng  bean  read  thr**  aareral 

-  April,  the  lath  day,  ITI0.  Thla  bill  hating  boon  read  tbre.**T,r*l 
lime*  In  Council,  paaaed  to  be  *«act*d. 

* T.  Miaou,  Dtp.  Sac. 
"April,  the  IStfa  .lav,  : TV. 

"  By  hit  ItxcelleBcy  th*  tenrentor : 
"  I  concent  to  th*  masting  of  II.  la  Bill. 

"J.  Bxunn. 

"Alio*  eopy  from  th*  original  on  Bla  In  tha  nacrrtary*  offlr*. 

-  Alte*t:  Jo»n  Avmr,  J».,  eVarwfarjr. 

"Recorded  on  the  town  of  Berkley  a  record*  by  St*|  I.e.,  Bort,  town 
clerk" 

Organization  of  the  Town.— At  *  legal  town-meet- 
ing, warned  according  to  the  General  Gourt'a  order, 
and  hold  May  12.  1786,  at  the  house  of  Elkanah  Bab- 
bitt, with  Gcmliom  Crane  moderator,  and  Abel  Burt 
town  clerk,  Nathaniel  Gill>ertF  John  Burt,  and  Ger- 
aliom  Crane  were  chosen  selectmen,  and  Joseph  Burt, 
John  Putt,  and  Benainh  Babbitt  for  assessors.  These 
officers,  it  was  voted,  should  all  serve  without  compen- 
sation for  their  labors. 

The  second  legal  town-meeting  was  held  Oct.  6, 
173f>. 

"  Voted,  To  hire  a  scholar  to  preach  in  the  town  for 
the  space  of  a  quarter  of  a  year. 

"  Voted,  To  assess  or  raise  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds 
for  the  use  of  the  town,  part  to  be  paid  to  the  scholar 
which  shall  be  hired  to  preach  to  us,  the  other  part 
for  the  same  use  if  wanted,  or  otherwise,  as  the  town 
shall  apply  it." 

"  Vote>l,  to  hire  no  schoolmaster." 

An  adjourned  meeting  was  held  Oct.  20,  1735. 

"  Voted,  That  the  three  selectmen  go  and  hire  Mr. 
Tobey,  If  they  can  agree  with  him,  to  preach  in  our 
town  of  Berkley  one-<|uarter  of  a  year." 

"  Voted,  That  Mr.  John  Burt  take  the  contribution 
money  that  ahall  be  given  in  the  said  three  months 


towards  supporting  the  scholar  that  shall  preach  to 
us,  and  be  accountable  to  the  town  for  it" 

"Voted,  To  build  a  meeting-house  in  our  said  town 
of  Berkley,  forty  feet  long,  thirty-four  feet  broad,  and 
eighteen  feet  stud." 

"  Voted,  That  John  Burt  give  the  dimensions,  and 
appraise  and  approve  of  all  timber  for  our  said  meet- 
ing-hou«e  when  good." 

*  Voted,  That  Gershom  Crane,  John  Paull,  Joseph 
:  Burt,  and  John  Burt,  under  John  Burt,  procure  the 
{  timber,  divide  tho  work,  and  proportion  it  among  the 
i  inhabitants  equally  [equitably],  and  that  each  man 
j  who  labors  on  said  meeting-house  shall  be  allowed 
|  four  shillings  per  day,  and  lads  or  boys  proportion- 
ally, as  the  committee  shall  see  fit." 

The  town-meetings  relating  to  the  settlement  of 
Mr.  Tobey  as  pastor  and  the  completion  of  the  meet- 
ing-house were  held  as  follows,  vis. : 

"  March  8,  1786.  Voted,  To  pay  Mr.  Samuel  Tobey 
forty  pounds  for  serving  in  the  ministry  one-half  year, 
he  finding  his  own  board." 

■  Aug.  3, 1786.  Voted,  To  give  Mr.  Samuel  Tobey 
one  hundred  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  such  as  passetlt 
between  man  and  man,  or  silver  at  twenty-six  shillings 
per  ounce,  annually,  so  long  aa  he,  the  said  Tobey, 
continueth  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  our  town." 

"  Sept.  27.  1786.  Voted,  That  the  assessors  of  our 
town  of  Berkley  forthwith  assess  or  make  a  tax  of 
three  hundred  pounds  for  Mr.  Tobey, — two  hundred 
pounds  for  his  settlement,  and  one  hundred  pounds 
for  his  salary  this  present  year." 

"  Voted,  That  Elkanah  Babbitt,  Gershom  Crane, 
John  Paull,  Abiel  Atwood,  and  Abel  Burt  be  a  com- 
mittee to  let  out  our  meeting-house  as  cheaply  as  they 
can  to  finish  after  a  decent  and  comely  fashion  or 
manner." 

"  Voted,  To  raise  six  hundred  pounds  on  onr  said 
town,  to  enable  the  committee  which  was  chosen  to 
finish  said  meeting-house," 

Rev.  Sa mt'fj,  Tobey.— Berkley  became  a  distinct 
town  in  1730,  as  has  been  already  stated,  and  two 
years  subsequently  a  church  was  organized  with  Rev. 
Samuel  Tobey  as  the  pastor.  Mr.  Tobey  was  a  native 
of  Sandwich,  Mass.,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, of  the  clam  of  1733.  He  was  ordained  Nov.  28, 
1737,  he  being  but  twenty-five  years  old.  His  ministry 
continued  until  the  time  of  his  death,  Feb.  13,  1781, 
a  period  of  nearly  forty-four  years.  Notwithstanding 
Mr.  Tobey  kept  the  church  records  with  the  greatest 
fidelity,  there  are  none  of  his  manuscripts  that  have 
been  preserved,  uor  is  it  known  that  he  ever  pub- 
lished any  of  his  writings. 

The  year  following  his  ordination  Mr.  Tobey  was 
married  to  Bathsheba  Crocker,  a  daughter  of  Timothy 
Crocker,  of  Barnstable.  Twelve  children  were  the 
result  of  this  union,  of  whom  the  two  youngest,  Paul 
and  Silas,  were  twins. 

A  local  historian,  Rev.  Eaoch  Sanford,  at  the  pres- 
ent writing  a  nonogenarian,  who  had  seen  several 
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i  who  bud  eat  under  Mr.  Tobey's  preaching, 
wrote  of  him  thus, — 

"  As  a  preacher,  he  was  not  brilliant,  but  grave  and 
honeat  In  declaring  what  he  believed  true  and  esaen- 
tial.  Aa  a  '  maater  of  aaaembliea,'  he  wa»  firm  and 
impartial.  He  waa  of  a  full  countenance,  and  un- 
commonly engaging  in  hi*  person  and  manners.  All 
revered  him  aa  a  man  of  eminent  abilities  and  of 
great  common  sense  and  unaffected  appearance.  The 
children  not  only  revered  but  loved  him,  especially 
when  he  came  into  the  schools  and  talked  to  them 
as  a  father.  He  seemed  to  regard  all  the  people  not 
only  as  his  flock,  but  aa  his  children. 

i  tlm  goad  m*u'<  null*.' 

"  Tin;  structure  of  his  sermons  was  formal,  according 
to  the  manner  of  ministers  of  that  time,  who  made 
many  divisions  of  their  subjects.  His  style  was  open, 
and  so  plain  that  the  unlearned  could  understand  and 
remember  the  truths  uttered.  In  his  devotional  ex- 
ercises in  the  pulpit  be  was  somewhat  formal,  using 
nearly  the  same  expressions  in  many  of  his  prayers. 
That  he  was  edifying  and  attractive  to  the  common 
people  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  he  was  highly 
esteemed  in  his  deportment  and  public  services  for 
nearly  three  generations." 

Rev.  Thomas  Andros. — After  an  interim  of  six 
years,  during  which  the  pulpit  was  variously  sup- 
plied, Rev.  Thomas  Andros,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  was 
ordained  in  1788,  March  19th,  and  for  forty-seven 
years  occupied  the  pulpit,  at  the  end  of  which  time, 
admonished  by  waning  strength  and  the  existence  of 
differences  that  time  bad  developed  in  the  church 
and  society,  he  asked  for  and  received  a  formal  dis- 
missal from  his  pastoral  charge,  and  retired,  not  to  a 
life  of  idleness,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  the  end  of  his 
days  was  an  active  worker  in  all  the  great  reforma- 
tory movements  of  the  day.  His  early  life  having 
been  passed  amid  hardships  and  privations,  he  fully 
appreciated  and  estimated  the  value  of  those  advan- 
tage* he  failed  to  possess  or  enjoy,  and  he  worked 
faithfully  to  increase  an  interest  in  popular  educa- 
tion in  the  town,  and  gave  an  impetus  to  it  whose  in- 
fluence was  undoubtedly  permanent  and  lasting.  The 
Taunton  Association  of  Ministers,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  death,  said  of  him,  "  Mr.  Andros  was  an  eminent 
example  of  self-taught  men,  a  warm  patron  of  edu- 
cation, and  a  deeply-interested  friend  of  the  rising 
generation.  A*  a  preacher,  he  held  high  rank ;  ns  a 
pastor,  he  waa  affectionate,  laborious,  and  untiring  in 
interest,  both  for  the  spiritual  and  temporal  welfare 
of  his  people,  to  whom  he  miniMered  for  more  than 
forty  years." 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Andros  was  an  eventful  one. 
He  lost  his  father  in  hia  childhood,  and  consequently 
upon  his  mother  devolved  the  care  and  responsibility 
of  rearing  and  educating  four  children  in  comparu 
tively  straitened  circumstances.   They  removed  to 


Plainfield,  Conn.,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  her  rela- 
tives resided.  There  being  few  or  no  public  schools 
in  that  day,  and  means  being  limited,  it  may  readily 
be  inferred  that  the  advantages  of  mental  culture 
enjoyed  by  Mr.  Andros  were  small  indeed.  To  a  son 
of  Mr.  Andros  is  the  writer  indebted  for  the  narration 
of  the  following  thrilling  eventa  of  his  personal  his- 
tory : 

"At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  war  in 
1775,  though  but  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  he  was  the 
first  to  enroll  himself  as  a  soldier  in  the  Continental 
service,  and  shortly  after  joined  the  American  army, 
then  encamped  at  Cambridge.  After  the  evacuation 
of  Boston,  he  waa  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Long 
Island  and  White  Plains,  and  under  (Jen.  Sullivan 
was  engaged  in  the  conflict  at  Butt's  Hill.  In  1781 
he  enlisted  on  board  a  private  armed  vessel,  but  his 
cruise  was  destined  to  he  a  short  one,  for  they  were 
captured  by  an  English  frigate  and  coiidemued  to  the 
'old  Jersey  prison-ship*  in  New  York  Harbor.  In 
a  manner  singularly  providential  he  succeeded  in 
effecting  his  escape,  and  after  suffering  incredible 
hardships  and  innumerable  perils,  finally  reached  the 
home  of  his  mother. 

"  A  severe  illness  prostrated  him  for  many  months 
after  his  self-restoration  to  liberty  and  home,  his 
recovery  from  which  was  well-nigh  miraculous.  It 
was  probably  this  near  approach  to  death,  by  which 
the  doors  of  the  future  world  were,  as  it  were,  opened 
wide  before  him,  that  fixed  his  subsequent  career,  and 
led  him  to  dedicate  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  the 
work  of  his  Redeemer." 

After  recovering  his  health  he  devoted  himself  fur 
several  years  to  a  careful  preparation  for  the  ministry 
under  the  Rev.  Joel  Bvnedict,  of  Plainfield,  Conn., 
and  received  his  first  call  to  fill  the  pulpit  ut  Berkley 
made  vacunt  by  the  death  of  Rev.  Samuel  Tobey. 
To  give  a  lengthy  dissertation  upou  the  merits  of  Mr. 
Andros  would  far  exceed  the  limit  and  object  of  this 
work,  the  design  of  which  is  general  rather  than  per- 
sonal history,  but  a  few  words  more  may  not  be  amiss 
to  illustrate  as  far  as  may  be  the  superior  ability  of 
this  man,  who  for  half  a  century  was  a  leading  spirit 
in  the  locality  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Andros,  though  in  the  main  adhering  to  the 
views  inculcated  by  the  most  emiuenl  New  England 
divines  of  that  period,  was  notwithstanding  an  inde- 
pendent thinker,  ({noting  from  Mr.  Sanford  again, 
"  He  never  preached  that  Christ  made  atonement  by 
his  death  for  the  elect  only,  and  not  for  all  mankind ; 
or  that  justifying  faith  consists  in  one's  believing  that 
his  sins  are  forgiven,  and  that  he  is  one  of  the  saved ; 
or  that  man,  in  regeneration,  is  as  passive  as  a  child 
in  being  born  into  the  world;  or  that  man  is  unable 
to  repent;  or  that  no  mere  man, since  the  fall,  is  able 
perfectly  to  keep  the  divine  commands.  He  U  remem- 
bered never  to  have  Mieeol  or  preached  that  the  sin  of 
the  first  man  is  imputed  to  all  his  posterity,  and  that 
in  him  all  sinned,  and  that  each  brings  sin  enough 
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into  the  world  to  subject  him  U>  the  torn  of  heaven. 
Neither  did  lie  preach  that  Christ's  righteousness  is 
made  over  or  transferred  to  believers,  but  rather  that 
he  teaches  us  how  we  may  acquire  the  righteousness 
which  is  acceptable  by  faith  and  good  works.  He 
strenuously  enforced  that  men  have  the  power  of 
choice,  are  responsible  for  their  moral  acta ;  that  no 
divine  agency  operates  in  men  to  harden  or  tempt 
them  to  sin,  but  rather  to  restrain  them  from  it." 

As  a  patriot  and  politician,  hp  never  hesitated  to  be 
pronounced  in  his  opinions,  and  it  was  questioned  by 
his  friends  whether  his  strong  partisanship  win  not 
too  strong  for  ono  who  occupied  so  public  a  position, 
and  whether  the  judicious  use  of  some  finnte  on  his 
part  would  not  have  proven  "  the  better  part  of  wis- 
dom." His  Thanksgiving  and  Fast-day  sermons 
were  usually  political  ones,  and  especially  attractive 
to  those  who  agreed  with  him,  as  well  as  to  those 
who  held  opposite  views.  In  one  of  that  ilk  he  took 
occasion  to  speak  of  Mr.  Jefferson  in  the  following 
denunciatory  language:  "He  is  the  object  of  my 
soul's  most  implacable  abhorrence."  It  is  but  just, 
however,  to  say  that  in  after-life  he  acknowledged  his 
misconception  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  religious  and  poli- 
tical views,  and  actually  joined  the  party  of  which  the 
author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  the 
founder  and  acknowledged  exponent.  Too  favorable 
a  notice  cannot  be  made  of  the  influence  he  exerted 
■  |>on  the  cause  of  education,  both  with  reference  to  the 
common  schools,  of  which  he  was  an  avowed  friend 
and  defender,  and  also  to  the  higher  branches,  in 
which  ho  had  many  private  classes  and  pupils.  In  his 
daily  walks  of  life  ho  exerted  a  strong  influence  upon 
the  generations  already  risen  to  adult  age,  he  fully 
indorsing  the  aptness  of  Tope's  memorable  epigram,— 


He  also  examined  teachers  for  public  schools,  and 
drew  aliout  him  a  corps  of  teachers  whose  acquire- 
ments and  ability  to  impart  knowledge  were  un- 
equaled  in  those  days  and  rarely  surpassed  in  those. 

During  Mr.  Andros'  ministry  a  circumstance  oc- 
curred which  will  illustrate  his  native  shrewdness. 
A  master-mariner  living  near  the  line  of  Berkley, 
in  Taunton,  who  had  come  from  a  trip  to  Albany, 
"  beat"  up  to  Grassy  Island,  then  meeting  a  "  head 
tide,"  anchored  his  vessel,  went  on  shore,  intending 
to  walk  home,  a  distance  of  two  miles.  Passing  by 
a  clump  of  bushes,  a  hen  fluttered  out,  announcing 
in  unmistakable  language  the  presence  of  her  nest. 
Examination  of  the  spot  disclosed  a  newly-laid  egg, 
upon  which  tho  sailor  transcribed  "  Woe  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Barkly."  The  writer  of  this  minatory 
prophecy  had  procured  in  Albany  a  graphite  pencil, 
a  thing  almost  unknown  in  those  days.  Tho  egg  was 
warm  arid  moist,  the  plumbago  united  chemically 
with  tho  shell,  and  so  intimately  as  to  be  apparently 
a  part  of  it.  Tho  owner  of  the  hen,  a  pious  lady, 
12 


j  was  horrified  when,  upon  gathering  up  her  eggs  at 
I  night,  she  found  the  one  already  alluded  to,  and  in 
|  perfect  consternation  took  it  to  Mr.  Andros,  hoping 
he  might  explain  the  calamity  it  appeared  to  portend. 
The  minister  shut  his  eyes  closely,  as  was  his  wont, 
and  said,  "  It  was  not  the  Lord's  doings,  for  He  would 
have  known  how  to  spell  Berkley."  This  ready  an- 
swer quieted  her  fears. 

Mr.  Andros  represented  bis  town  twice  in  the  Leg- 
islature after  he  retired  from  active  ministerial  service. 
His  Inst  sermon  was  preached  the  6th  of  October,  1846, 
and  the  following  December  30th  he  died  from  tho  re- 
sult of  a  succession  of  apoplectic  attacks. 

He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss  Abigail  Cutler, 
and  after  her  death  to  Miss  Sophia  Sanford.  The 
former  had  nine  children  and  the  latter  eight  Five 
of  his  sons  were  master-mariners,  and  made  many 
foreign  voyages.  Another  son,  the  late  R.  8.  8.  An- 
dros, was  a  well-known  New  England  writer  and 
poet.  Another  son,  Milton  Andros,  is  at  present  a 
distinguished  attorney-at-law  In  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia. Descendants  of  other  members  of  his  family 
still  attest  to  the  wide-spread  influence  of  this  man, 
whom  the  writer  deems  the  one  of  all  others  whose 
life  gave  a  coloring  to  the  affairs  of  this  town  of  Berk- 
ley, both  educational  and  spiritual,  and  without  whose 
brief  personal  history  a  methodical  record  of  the  im- 
portant events  which  concern  this  town  could  not  be 
written. 

The  next  settled  minister  was  the  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Poor,  of  Dan  vers,  Mass.  His  pastorate  was  about  two 
years  in  duration.  He  was  esteemed  an  interesting 
preacher.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  U.  Parsons, 
who  was  installed  in  1838  and  dismissed  in  1840.  He 
was  the  author  of  a  series  of  school  readers  and  some 
religious  works.  In  1842,  Rev.  Charles  Chamberlain, 
formerly  tutor  in  Brown  University,  was  ordained  as 
the  successor  of  Mr.  Parsons,  and  resigned  his  charge 
in  1844.  Since  that  time  the  pulpit  has  successively 
been  supplied  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Eastman,  Gonld,  Gay, 
Richardson,  Craig,  8mith,  Lothrop,  Davis,  Babcock, 
Bessom,  Barney,  Chamberlain,  and  Parker. 

This  society— the  Congregational— now  occupies 
the  third  meeting-house,  all  of  which  houses  have 
occupied  the  same  and  to  many  a  sacred  spot.  It  is  a 
large  and  well-arranged  house  and  in  good  condition. 
Adjacent  to  the  meeting-house  is  a  neat  and  attrac- 
tive parsonage,  having  a  desirable  location.  This  so- 
ciety is  in  a  very  healthy  condition  financially,  the 
annual  rent  of  the  pews  and  the  income  of  the  "  min- 
isterial fund"  placing  the  society  above  pecuniary 
anxiety. 

In  1848  a  division  in  the  Congregational  Church 
and  Society  occurred  from  causes  which  it  would  be 
unprofitable  to  lift  tho  veil  of  oblivion  from  now. 
Some  twenty  members  of  the  church  and  a  number 
of  the  society  withdrew  and  organized  the  "Trini- 
tarian Congregational  Society  in  Berkley,"  March 
1,  1848,  and  built  a  comfortable  house  called  the 
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"  Chapel."  Rev.  L.  R.  Eastman  was  the  Ant 
commencing  hia  pastorate  the  first  Sabbath  in  April, 
1848,  and  left  in  March,  1856,  being  a  pastorate  of 
eight  yean. 

Rev.  James  A.  Roberts  having  been  invited  to  fill 
the  pulpit  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Eastman,  he  entered  upon  hia  ministry  the  flnt  Sab- 
bath in  April,  1856,  continuing  his  pastorate  until 
the  last  Sabbath  in  September,  1872,  a  period  of  more 
than  sixteen  yean.  He  retired  then,  as  ho  said,  "  to 
rest,"  thinking  perhaps  that  he  might  be  able  to  re- 
enter the  pulpit  again.  But  he  never  rallied,  and  in 
the  following  November,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of 
his  age,  he  "  rested"  from  his  labor. 

Mr.  Roberts  was«born  in  Trowbridge,  England; 
preached  in  a  Dissenting  Church  in  Loudon  and  else- 
where three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-two 
times ;  came  to  America  and  was  settled  as  pastor  of 
the  South  Congregational  Society  in  New  Bedford, 
where  he  remained  several  yean ;  went  back  to  Eng- 
land, and  returned  to  New  Bedford  again.  He 
preached  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  times  in  America  before  his  pastorate  in  Berk- 
ley, and  in  Berkley  he  preached  fifteen  hundred  and 
fifty-five  times.  He  resigned  his  pastorate  in  New 
Bedford  and  retired  to  his  farm  in  Lakeville.  Soon 
after  he  entered  upon  the  ministry  in  Berkley  he  re- 
moved thither,  bought  a  house  and  lands,  where  he 
lived  ever  after  and  where  he  died. 

Mr.  Roberto  was  a  man  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
him  well  for  bis  geniality,  good  practical  sense,  and 
for  his  benevolence.  He  was  loved  particularly  by 
the  children  and  youth  with  whom  he  became  ac- 
quainted, and  there  are  those  who  remember  his 
kindly  and  wise  suggestions  and  admonitions  and 
have  treasured  them  up.  As  a  preacher,  he  was  gen- 
erally interesting,  his  sermons  short,  but  generally 
well  considered;  his  manner  of  delivery  animated, 
and  sometimes  highly  expressive;  hii  prayers  re- 
markably comprehensive,  earnest,  and  sympathetic. 
He  was  free  from  that  arrogance  peculiar  to  his 
nationality;  his  adopted  country  was  hit  country, 
and  few  "  to  the  manner  born"  were  more  patriotic. 
His  love  of  the  cultivation  of  fruits  and  flower*  was 
almost  unbounded,  and  to  this  work  he  devoted  much 
attention  and  displayed  much  taste.  His  love  for  his 
parishioners,  the  heathen  world,  and  for  the  whole 
human  family  was  demonstrated  whenever  he  could 
do  them  good  by  word  or  by  deed.  His  remains  lie 
buried  in  the  cemetery  with  the  Rev.  Samuel  Tobey 
and  with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Andros,  a  worthy  com- 
panionship of  noble  men. 

In  1878,  March  1st,  the  Pint  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Berkley  was  organized,  a  large  part  of 
Mr.  Roberto'  church  and  society  joining  witlt  the 
Methodists  and  occupying  the  "  Chupel,"  where  they 
worshiped  until  1875,  when  the  Methodist  Society 
built  a  very  pleasant,  neat,  and  commodious  building 
at  an  expense  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollara,  I 


and  it  is  undentood  that  this  building  is  paid  for. 
This  church  and  society  has  prospered,  and  although 
some  of  the  members  have  made  great  exertions  to 
put  this  society  upon  a  firm  foundation,  they  have 
done  it  willingly,  cheerfully, — "The  Lord  loveth  a 
cheerful  giver,"— and  having  "  cast  their  bread  upon 
the  waten,"  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  "  they  shall 
find  it  after  many  days."  The  clergymen  of  the  Pint 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Berkley  have  been 
Rev.  Mr.  Wright,  one  year;  Rev.  Mr.  Ewer,  three 
yean;  Rev.  Mr.  Nutter,  one  year;  Rev.  Mr.  Hum- 
phrey, two  years  ■  Rev.  Mr.  Burn,  three  yean. 

There  is  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  also  near 
the  pleasant  village  of  Myrickville  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town,  which  was  formerly  a  part  of  the 
city  of  Taunton,  but  was  annexed  to  Berkley  in 
1878.  The  congregation  though  small,  the  numbers 
are  increasing  and  the  prospects  of  the  church  bright- 
ening. It  seems  to  have  a  location  which  required 
some  house  of  public  worehip  established,  as  there 
was  none  for  miles  around. 

John  Crane  is  the  first  person  named  as  a  school- 
teacher, there  being  a  small  sum  voted  to  pay  him 
for  keeping  school.  Jonathan  Crane  likewise  whs 
paid  for  the  same  purpose.  Both  of  these  schools 
were  of  short  duration.  Then  the  town  employed 
Rowland  Qavin,  an  Englishman  of  good  attainment*. 
He  taught  in  different  parts  of  the  town  some  two 
months  in  a  place,  in  such  buildings  as  could  be  se- 
cured for  the  purpose.  His  penmauship  was  exceed- 
ingly good.  Each  scholar  had  a  blank-book  prepared 
by  sewing  a  number  of  sheets  of  paper  together.  The 
"  master"  would  write  the  arithmetical  examples  into 
each  scholar's  book,  and  the  scholar  would  write  the 
solution,  the  "  master"  having  the  only  arithmetic  in 
the  school.  Reading-  and  spelling* books  also  were 
scarce  and  expensive,  and  the  pecuniary  means  of  the 
parents  small.  Grammars  and  geographies  were  not 
used  in  school  in  those  early  days.  But,  notwith- 
standing the  many  disadvantages  under  which  those 
scholan  labored,  a  knowledge  of  reading,  writing, 
spelling,  and  arithmetic  was  attained  almost  incredible 
when  compared  with  the  proficiency  of  the  scholan 
of  the  present  day,  measured  by  the  difference  iu 
length  of  school,  convenience  of  studying,  abundance 
of  text-books  upon  all  desirable  subjects,  and  teachers 
who  have  in  turn  had  ample  means  of  qualifying 
themselves  for  their  important  duties,  important  not 
only  in  developing  the  mental  faculty  in  the  direction 
of  science,  but  important  also  iu  the  shaping  of  the 
moral  character  of  those  committed  to  their  charge. 
Hut  then  the  parents  and  children  prized  their  slender 
opportunities  and  mado  good  use  of  them.  Their 
few  books  were  used  at  homo  ut  odd  hoim  iu  the 
daytime,  in  the  evening  by  fire-light,  it  may  be.  and 
it  sometimes  was  so.  The  bodily  exercise,  from  which 
none  eseaped,  the  absence  of  heated  rooms,  which 
none  enjoyed,  gave  to  their  minds  a  clearness  and 
vigor  not  altaiuuble  perhaps  in  any  other 
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The  difficulties  which  had  to  be  surmounted  also 
added  force  to  their  character*.  Here,  then,  in  an 
instance  of  the  resulting  Itcneficoneo  of  the  law  of 
cnni|>rnKation  that  permeate*  all  of  the  work*  of  God, 
who  so  kindly  temper*  the  storm  to  the  shorn  lamb. 

But  soon  after  the  settlement  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tobey, 
and  during  his  pastorate,  the  condition  of  the  schools 
improved  quite  evidently  and  continually.  In  1763 
the  town  began  to  build  school-houses,  which  were 
more  comfortable  and  more  conveniently  located  than 
the  extemporized  school-rooms  that  had  heretofore 
been  available.  Some  young  men  had  measurably 
qualified  themselves,  under  Master  Gavin's  teaching 
and  nt  home,  for  the  position  of  elementary  teachers, 
and  the  winter  schools  and  winter  evenings  were  util- 
ized to  a  creditable  degree.  Thus  the  soil  was  being 
gradually  prepared  for  the  future  harvest.  Soon  after 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Andros  in  1787,  a  new  impetus 
was  given  to  education,  largely  through  his  instru- 
mentality, which  is  stated  elsewhere,  but  aided  by 
other  cause*  also.  The  war  of  the  Revolution  had 
exhausted  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  whole 
country.  But  the  advent  of  peaco,  the  formation  "  of 
a  more  perfect  Union"  by  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  confidence  in  the  administration  of 
Washington,  the  unparalleled  success  of  the  financial 
policy  of  Hamilton  began  to  recuperate  the  palsied 
hand  of  industry,  and  better  times  dawned  in  the 
horizon.  Its  influence  was  felt  all  over  the  country. 
In  1793  the  town  was  divided  into  four  school  dis- 
tricts, afterwards  into  five,  then  into  six,  and  after  the 
accession  of  Ansonct  Neck  the  number  of  school  dis- 
tricts in  town  in  1799  was  seven.  In  1794  the  town 
voted  ono  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  to  the  four 
school  districts  to  build  their  school-houses,  which 
money  had  been  raised  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
meetiug-housc.  In  1800  the  scholars  belonging  to 
the  several  school  districts  between  the  ages  of  four 
and  sixteen  were  over  four  hundred,  and  the  popula- 
tion one  thousand  and  thirty-four.  In  1865  the  popu- 
lation was  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight.  In  1880 
the  population  waa  nearly  one  hundred  leas  than 
eighty  year*  before,  and  the  children  between  five 
and  fifteen  years  of  age  only  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  and  notwithstanding  the  town  had  had  three 
accessions  of  inhabitants  and  territory  from  Taunton 
in  the  mean  time,  particularly  that  of  Myrickville, 
together  with  the  adjacent  and  surrounding  neighbor- 
hood, it  being  an  important  and  very  desirable  acqui- 
sition to  the  town.  Although  the  schools  have  been 
becoming  small  and  smaller  for  the  last  forty  yeare 
until  the  scholars  are  less  than  one-half  in  number 
than  there  was  then,  yet  the  town's  annual  appropria- 
tion has  increased  from  three  hundred  dollars  to 
fourteen  hundred  dollars  for  support  of  public 
schools. 

Some  of  the  pupils  of  Master  Gavin  had  under  diffi- 
culties acquired  a  taste  for  study,  which  increased  as 
they  advanced  in  science  until  they  in  turn  were  well 


able  to  teach  what  they  had  been  taught  by  their 
master  and  were  advancing  to  a  higher  plane.  Capt. 
Joseph  Sanford,  Rev.  Levi  French,  Col.  Adoniram 
Crane,  and  Capt.  Giles  G.  Chace  were  among  the  first 
and  most  able  teachers  which  the  town  has  ever  had, 
and  their  services  were  sought  in  many  of  the  sur- 
rounding towns,  and  each  of  them  taught  for  more 
than  thirty  winters.  Then  there  arose  a  succession 
of  juniors,  some  of  whom  taught  many  years  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  higher  branches  of  learning 
and  in  academies;  such  were  James,  John,  Enoch, 
Atpheus,  and  Baal  is  Sanford,  brothers,  and  sons  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Sanford,  and  Silas  A.  Benjamin,  who 
taught  during  most  of  his  life;  Daniel  and  Abrathar 
Crane,  brothers,  and  sous  of  Benjamin  Crane ;  Ebene- 
zer  Ilervey,  who  taught  here,  in  Taunton,  and  else- 
where in  New  Bedford  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
and  taught  in  all  more  than  a  half-century.  William 
It  artd  B.  L. Cornell,  brothers;  David  French,  Dariua 
Phillips,  Daniel  S.  Briggs,  Enoch  Boyce,  Thomas  C. 
Dean,  Dr.  8.  Hathaway,  Walter  D.  Nichols,  P.  Chea- 
ter Porter,  Thomas  P.  Paull,  etc. 

Since  their  time  of  teaching  females  have  been 
most  generally  employed,  and  their  success  has  been 
quite  satisfactory,  and  they,  as  a  class,  have  in  that 
department  an  enviable  record.  It  has  been  said  in 
the  past,  and  not  without  reason,  that  this  town  fur- 
nished more  common  school  teachers  according  to  its 
population  than  any  other  town  in  the  commonwealth. 
And  in  this  respect  there  has  been  perhaps  as  little 
decadence  as  in  any  other;  for  while  wo  have  but 
comparatively  few  male  teachers  in  active  service, 
our  young  ladies  with  commendable  ambition  have 
come  to  the  rescue,  have  prepared  and  are  now  pre- 
paring themselves  thoroughly  for  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  in  this  most  important  field  of  labor; 
for  the  public  school,  with  its  mental  and  physical 
discipline,  its  inculcation  of  noble  thoughts  and  pre- 
cepts, reinforced  by  good  and  patriotic  instruction  at 
home  by  the  fireside,  is  the  bulwark  of  an  enlightened 
liberty,  of  freedom  and  equality  under  the  law.  They 
also  shape  the  law  itself.  The  school-houses  and 
their  surroundings  generally  are  such  as  reflect  great 
credit  upon  and  are  an  honor  to  the  town.  The  im- 
provement in  this  respect  came  gradually  and  rather 
tardily,  but  it  has  come  nevertheless  at  last. 
.  The  inhabitants  of  Berkley  during  the  war  of  the 
Rcvolutiou  were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  in  favor  of 
the  war  and  of  the  declaration  of  independence. 
Thero  was  a  littlo  "Tory"  feeling  manifested.  Some 
of  the  anti-Whigs  fled  to  the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia 
or  New  Brunswick,  some  others  were  arrested  and 
imprisoned,  but  enlisted  out  into  the  colonial  forces. 
Considering  the  population  and  the  means  of  the 
town,  it  furnished  its  full  proportion  of  men. 

In  1774  the  town  voted  that  the  resolves  of  the 
Continental  Congress  be  strictly  observed  in  every 
particular,  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  see  that  the 
vote  of  the  town  waa  regarded  by  the  people. 
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In  1775  the  town  directed  Mint  the  militim  train  one- 
half  a  day  in  each  week,  and  receive  one  shilling 
therefor;  and  each  minute-man  when  called  into 
active  service  receive  five  dollars  as  a  bounty. 

1776,  voted  seventy-five  pounds  ten  shillings  us  an 
additional  bounty  to  the  soldiers  ordered  to  New  York, 
and  all  soldiers  be  exempt  from  paying  any  part 
thereof.  Voted  to  assess  two  hundred  and  thirty-four 
pounds  wherewith  to  pay  soldiers'  bounty. 

1777,  voted  to  give  each  man  required  to  611  our 
quota  in  the  Continental  army  ten  pounds  in  addition 
to  what  is  given  by  the  General  Court.  The  term  of 
enlistment  was  for  three  years. 

How  many  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army  or 
were  drafted  into  it  I  am  unable  to  ascertain,  but, 
judging  from  the  number  of  pensioner*,  their  number 
must  have  been  considerable.  Capt.  Joseph  Sanford, 
Josiah  Macomber,  Samuel  Paul!,  William  Evans, 
Ezra  Chace,  and  Paull  Briggs  were  pensioner*. ' 

In  1778  voted  six  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  to 
pay  soldiers  in  the  Continental  army ;  voted  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  pounds  twelve  shillings  to  pay 
soldiers;  also  voted  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  and  nineteen  shillings  to  pay  soldiers  hired 
by  the  town;  also  to  sixty-four  soldiers  who  had  beon 
employed  in  the  defense  of  the  coast,  from  three  to 
ten  pounds  each. 

Col.  John  Hathaway  commanded  a  regiment  in  the 
war.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he  was  a  very  sanguine 
patriot,  never  even  in  the  darkest  times  doubted  for  a 
moment  the  ultimate  success  of  the  colonies  under 
Washington.  In  the  absence  of  his  chaplain  he 
officiated  himself  in  a  voice  which  was  widely  heard. 

After  the  clone  of  the  war  a  militia  system  was 
inaugurated  which  required  all  able-bodied  men 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  to  report 
themselves  at  a  given  time  and  place,  "armed  and 
equipped  as  the  law  directa,"  with  gun,  bayonet,  knap- 
sack, cartridge-box,  priming  wire  and  brush,  and  two 
spare  flints ;  sometimes  in  May  called  "  May  training,"  ! 
and  also  in  the  fall  a  regimental  or  brigade  muster.  I 
These  were  great  events  for  children  and  youth,  and 
for  children  of  an  older  growth  as  well.   The  stirring 
drum  and  the  shrill  and  inspiring  fife,  and  then  the  [ 
brigade  band,  with  its  bugles  and  other  horns,  trom- 
bones  and  bassoons,  would  cause  the  smouldering  [ 
military  and  patriotic  fires  to  blaze  forth  in  the  breasts  1 
of  the  old  crippled  veterans  till  they,  too,  felt  like  J 
shouldering  their  crutches  and  keeping  "step  to  the 
music  of  the  Union."    Under  this  system  Abner  | 
Burt,  Jr.,  waa  adjutant,  Adoninun  Crane  was  colonel,  j 
Among  the  captains  were  Samuel  French,  Sr.,  Joseph 
Sanford,  Christopher  Paull,  Freeman  Briggs,  Giles  G. 
Chace,  Gilea  Leach,  Nathaniel  Townseud,  John  Dean. 

Capt.  Giles  Q.  Chace,  in  the  war  of  1812-15,  was 
ordered  to  New  Bedford  to  repel  an  expected  invasion 
of  the  British,  but  the  enemy,  thinking  probably  that 
"  discretion  ia  the  better  part  of  valor,"  sailed  away, 
and  the  campaign  was  a  bloodless  one. 


But  after  a  number  of  years  the  militia  system  fell 
into  disrepute.  Election  of  company  officers  was  a 
mere  farce,  electing  such  as  would  not  or  could  not 
serve,  and  then  adjourn  the  meeting  without  day, — 

■Bat  past  hi aM  luw 

In  1804,  near  the  close  of  the  Rebellion,  there  was 
an  attempt  made  to  revive  it,  and  an  "act"  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  sections  waa  passed  by  General 
Court,  but  the  system  was  too  dead  to  be  revived,  and 
"  it  rests." 

When  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon,  April  12,  1861, 
by  the  deluded  rebels  of  the  Montgomery  govern- 
ment, called  the  "Confederacy,"  and  a  call  was 
made  by  President  Lincoln  for  seventy- five  thousand 
volunteers  to  defend  the  flag  of  the  Union,  a  meeting 
of  the  town  was  called,  at  which  it  waa  resolved 
unanimously  to  respond  promptly  to  the  call,  and 
that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  encourage  enlist- 
ments. A  committee  was  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  the  matter.  Bounties  were  successively  offered  to 
volunteers, — first  one  hundred  dollars,  then  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  and  finally  two  hundred  dollars 
bounty,  in  addition  to  the  bounties  offered  by  the 
Stale  and  by  the  general  government,  and  also  in  ad- 
dition to  the  State  aid  extended  to  nil  volunteer*' 
parents  if  dependent  upon  the  volunteers  for  sup- 
port, and  extended  to  the  wife  and  minor  children  of 
the  volunteers.  The  town's  quota  was  filled  promptly 
at  every  "  call,"  and  some  of  our  enlisted  men  went 
to  the  credit  of  other  towns  which  were  "short" 
But  our  brave  men  did  not  volunteer  because  they 
liked  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war,  nor  because 
liberal  inducements  were  offered  (though  those  that 
had  families  dependent  upon  the  availa  of  their  in- 
dustry would  not  have  been  as  likely  to  enlist,  not 
knowing  how  their  families  would  fare  in  their  ab- 
sence) ;  but  they  periled  their  own  health  and  lives 
that  a  nation  might  live.  Theirs  is  the  roll  of  honor, 
and,  in  common  with  all  soldiers  of  the  Uniou  army, 
are  entitled  to  a  nation's  gratitude. 

These  are  the  names  of  volunteers:  William  H. 
Fletcher,  Elisha  Burt,1  T.  Preston  Burt,'  E.  B.  Hatli- 
eway,  Timothy  French,  William  Smith,  B.  F.  Dcnn, 
Jainca  T.  Dean,'  Ephraim  F.  Norcut,'  Enoch  Ma- 
comber,'  James  H.  Macomber,  Cromwell  T.  Fades, 
Samuel  W.  Phillips,  John  Q.  Chase,  Philip  F.  Chase, 
Lewis  Green,  Hercules  Dean,  James  Arnold,1  John 
Boycc,  Bradford  G.  Hatheway,  Charles  Kiccord,  John 
Q.  Dillingham  (by  substitute),  Benjamin  F.  Luther, 

Michael  Burns,  H.  L.  Babbitt  (by  substitute),   

Reynolds,1  Joshua  Pittsley,1  John  Q.  Adams,  John 
E.  Adams,  John  Cameron,  Alonxo  French,  Thomas 
J.  Brooks,1  Daniel  Hatheway,  Exra  Dickerman,'  Seth 
Briggs,  Henry  Williams,  Bildad  Williams. 

Of  the  sons  of  Berkley  living  iu  other  States  who 
entered  the  Union  army  mention  may  be  made  of 
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Alexander  B.  Crane,  colonel  of  an  Indiana  regiment; 
8.  N.  Crane,  captain  of  a  Colorado  company ;  8.  V. 
Dcnti,  rnptnin  of  a  Pennsylvania  company.  Col. 
Crn no  and  Citpt,  Dean  were  both  made  prisoner*. 
Iter.  Jnmca  Nichols,  chaplain  of  One  Hundred  and 
Eighth  New  York  Regiment,  who  hy  great  exertions 
in  behalf  of  the  wounded  at  Antietam,  Chancellors- 
ville,  and  Fredericksburg,  impaired  hi*  health,  came 
home  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  died  February,  1864. 

Assonet  Neck.— Assonet  Neck  was  peculiarly  the 
camping-ground  of  the  Wampnnoag  Indians.  They 
retained  possession  of  it  longer  than  of  any  of  the 
surrounding  country,  on  account  of  the  convenience 
of  the  oyster,  clam,  and  other  fisheries. 

At  the  close  of  King  Philip's  war  it  was  taken  pos- 
session or  by  the  Plymouth  Colony,  who  sold  it  to 
Taunton  in  1078  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds. 

Subsequently  it  was  bought  by  six  proprietors, 
namely,  George  Shove,  Walter  Dean,  James  Walker, 
James  Tisdale,  William  Harvey,  and  Richard  Wil- 
liams. It  became  a  part  of  Dightou  at  its  organiza- 
tion in  1712,  and  the  town  of  Berkley  in  1762  voted 
"  to  grant  the  request  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Assonet  Neck  to  be  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Berkley,"  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  legislative 
sanction  was  applied  for  at  that  time.  In  1708  the 
following  petition  was  presented  to  the  town  of  Berk- 
ley, and  the  request  granted : 

"The enU-rl1->ra,  lnl.»i  Ml*.      1  :. '  Ii , i .-. died  Km  no. 

Meek,  brin-  detinue  to  be  annexed  to  the  aid  town  of  Berkley,  with 
e-n»l  nrt-llr-rs  of  the  femn  of  Berkley,  therefore  re-neat  thai  a  meet- 
ing may  let  tatted  as  eowi  m  -onrenlent  lo  Wtt  If  the  town  will  (rant 
our  reqiiMt,  and  jnwi  will  oldls*  your  frlemla, 

"  Jamre  I  Nun,  .lueeph  Dean,  Dartd  Dean,  Benjamin  Dean,  Aaron 
Dean,  Walter  Dean,  Kara  Dean,  Darld  Dean,  Jr,  Jamia  Dean, 
Jr.,(leor-*  Shove,  Aaa  Shore,  John  li.  tf* ,  Kn  i<ch  rioyce, Daniel 
l«w,  Henry  |jew,  ttamnel  Sliorr,  Klwnet-r  Pleiw,  Jr.,  Rbenetar 
Phillips,  Datlne  t*hllll|«,  William  ii.it  in.  John  I^ew  (id), 
John  Jonea,  Jonathan  Bryant,  William  Shore,  Inhabitants  of 

Assonet  Neck  was  annexed  to  the  town  of  Berkley 
in  1799. 

This  peninsula  embraces  nearly  two  square  miles  of 
land,  being  about  two  miles  in  length  and  of  an  aver- 
age width  of  less  than  a  mile.  It  lies  between  the 
Taunton  River  and  its  Assonet  branch,  and  in  some 
respects  seems  to  be  of  a  different  geological  forma- 
tion from  the  mainland  with  which  it  is  joined,  being 
less  sandy,  and  having  a  more  rolling,  uneven  sur- 
face. 

The  celebrated  Written  Rock,  called  "  Dighton 
Rock,"  is  situated  in  the  northwestern  part  of  this 
neck,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Taunton  River.  There 
has  been  much  curiosity  and  interest  manifested  con- 
cerning the  inscriptions  found  thereon,  thousands  of 
persons,  some  from  a  great  distance,  having  viewed 
them.  There  are  many  theories  about  their  origin, 
and  there  will  be  probably  many  more  until  the  fig- 
urea  and  lines  are  entirely  effaced.    For  an  exhaustive 


account  of  this  famous  rock  see  history  of  Dighton 
in  this  work,  by  G.  A.  8hove,  Esq. 

Many  of  the  leading  and  most  numerous  family 
names  mentioned  at  the  organization  and  in  the  early 
history  of  the  town  have  become  obsolete  in  this  town 
entirely,  or  live  mostly  in  some  few  remote  descend* 
ants,  such  as  Gilbert,  Paull,  Burt,  Crane,  Babbitt, 
Nichols,  Audros,  Tobey,  French,  Tubbs,  Dean,  San- 
ford,  Hathaway,  Axtell,  Briggs,  Chace,  Shove,  New- 
hall,  aud  Pcirce.  But  these  families  are  by  no  means 
extinct.  Their  descendants  ore  to  be  found  in  the 
business  centres  in  this  and  almost  every  other  State 
and  Territory  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  dis- 
tinguishing themselves  in  the  various  professions, 
judiciary,  agricultural,  mechanical,  and  manufac- 
turing pursuits,  and  in  trade.  In  short,  Berkley,  like 
other  purely  agricultural  towns  in  New  England,  ia 
steadily  being  drained  of  it*  youthful  and  enterprising 
population,  who  are  attracted  to  more  remunerative 
fields  and  pursuits.  Although  Berkley  is  almost  ex- 
clusively a  farming  town,  its  soil  can  be  called  good 
or  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  only  in  exceptional 
cases  and  localities.  The  soil  is  generally  sandy, 
with  unmistakable  evidence  in  the  far  distant  past  of 
the  deposit  of  immense  Icebergs  or  bowlders  of  ice 
u  pi  in  the  surface,  which  with  the  continual  and  in- 
cessant surging  of  the  water  acted  upon  by  the  wind 
caused  them  to  settle  deeply,  and  when  the  atmosphere 
was  warm  enough  to  molt  them  there  was  a  consid- 
erable cavity  or"  hollow,"  "Timothy's  Hollow"  being 
the  most  considerable.  These  "  hollows"  seem  to 
correspond  in  shape  to  the  strim  in  this  vicinity, 
which  seem  to  have  been  nearly  south,  or  ten  degrees 
cast  of  south,  invariably.  In  some  parts  of  the  town 
it  is  rocky  and  almost  covered  with  bowlders  piled  up 
promiscuously  in  profusion  and  in  disorder,  pointing 
back  to  an  antiquity  which  geology  itself  cannot  de- 
termine with  certainty.  The  eastern  and  northeastern 
part  is  plentifully  covered  and  interspersed  with 
bowlders  of  rocks;  there  are  also  Bryant's  and  Skunk 
Hills,  which  are  notable  hills,  which  with  Apes'  Hill 
constitute  the  most  considerable  hills  in  the  town. 
The  original  houses  and  barns  were  quite  rude,  as 
they  were  generally  in  the  Old  Colony,  and  in  these 
days  could  not  be  considered  comfortable,  but  from 
time  to  time,  according  to  the  pecuniary  means  or 
taste,  or  perhaps  both,  the  owners  havo  improved 
their  dwellings,  uot  in  the  direction  of  elegance,  but 
in  that  of  conineas  and  comfortableness.  The  houses 
are  well  built  and  finished,  painted,,  and  surrounded 
by  some  evidences  of  ta»te  and  a  desire  to  improve 
what  has  come  down  from  the  former  generation, 
which  is  true  progress.  The  ladies  cultivate  flowers 
in  summer  and  winter,  which  is  elevating  and  enno- 
bling, for  who  that  cultivates  and  loves  a  vegetable 
flower  cannot  neglect  the  more  beautiful  human  flower 
that  needs  even  more  careful  and  assiduous  cultiva- 
tion, and  will  so  much  more  appreciate  it  as  the  dawn- 
ing mind  is  developed  into  the  intelligence  of  youth 
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and  the  affection*  of  manhood  and  womanhood.! 
"  These  are  my  jewels,"  pointing  to  her  children,  aaid 


one  who  aoorned  the  thought  of  counting  rubies  or  dia- 
monds in  comparison  with  those  precious  immortals. 
The  barns  in  town  are  in  a  very  good  and  comfortable 
condition,  many  having  cellars  under  them,  for  the 
man  who  U  merciful  is  merciful  to  his  beasts.  At  the 
centre  or  common  are  two  churches,  a  chapel,  and  a 
■chool-house,  which  will  be  mentioned  elsewhere. 
There  were  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dwolling- 
honses  in  town  in  1881.  The  common,  "Half- Way 
Plain,"  will  undoubtedly  some  time  be  completely 
ornamented  with  trees  again,  and  it  may  be  inclosed, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  no  vandalism  will  exist  to  again 
destroy  the  young  saplings  as  heretofore.  The  pub- 
lie  cemeteries  have  had  much  attention  of  late,  com- 
pared with  that  which  was  formerly  bestowed. 

There  are  many  neat  monuments  and,  it  may  be 
humbler,  but  equally  affectionate  tributes  to  the  an- 
cestors or  the  lovod  and  the  lost.  "  Whenever  I  visit 
a  strange  place  and  desire  to  know  the  degree  of  civ- 
ilization which  veneration  and  Christianity  has 
wrought  I  visit  their  churchyard, — not  to  see  their 
splendid  and  costly  monuments,  but  to  see  the  un- 
pretending but  unmistakable  tokens  of  an  abiding 
affection  for  those  whom  they  have  succeeded.  It 
shows  that  their  predecessors  are  not  forgotten." 
This  was  aaid  by  the  greatest  of  novelists,  and  per- 
haps the  greatest  delineator  of  character  since  Shake- 
speare. There  are  two  public  burying-grounds,  one 
at  the  centre  and  one  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 
In  both  cases  a  nucleus  was  bequeathed  to  the  public 
for  that  purpose,  and  in  both  cases  more  territory  has 
been  purchased  to  enlarge  it,  and  both  are  properly 
inclosed,  and  many  family  incloaures  are  tastefully 
arranged.  There  is  also  another  burying-ground  in 
Assonel  Neck,  known  as  the  Deane  burial-ground, 
where  most  of  that  name  have  been  buried,  together 
with  some  of  their  relatives  of  different  name.  This 
ground  also  is  well  inclosed. 

There  is  but  little  wealth  and  less  poverty  in  this 
town.  If  there  is  not  luxurious  living,  neither  is 
there  scarcely  any  suffering  for  the  want  of  the  ma- 
terial comforts  of  life.  Berkley  was  once  largely 
engaged  in  ship-  or  vessel-building,  and  owning  and 
sailing  them.  Vessels  are  not  built  here  now,  and 
while  the  town  furnishes  many  master-mariners,  the 
vessels  which  they  command  are  mostly  owned  else- 
where and  hail  from  other  ports. 

In  1868,  D.  S.  liriggw,  Esq.,  communicated  to  the 
Bristol  CoutUy  Republican  the  following  statistic*  of 
the  commencement  and  aims  of  vessel-building  in 
Berkley: 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Tobey,  about  the  year  1790,  then 
full  of  enterprise,  and  possessing  a  large  share  of  am- 
bition, commenced  the  work  of  ship-building  in  this 
town.  He  built  six  ships  for  the  European  trade, 
and  four  smaller  craft  for  the  West  India  trade.  El- 
kanah  Hatheway,  about  1804,  built  three  schooners 


and  two  sloops.  Ebenexer  Orane,  in  the  year  1808, 
built  two  sluops  of  thirty  five  tons  each,  nearly  one 
mile  distant  from  the  Taunton  River,  near  the  South 
Cemetery.  These  vessels,  when  com 
placed  under  them,  prepared  for  the 
were  drown  to  the  river  with  the  united  strength  of 
forty  yoke  of  oxen  and  some  one  hundred  men  who 
led  the  way,  hauling  by  a  rope.  It  is  said  one  barrel 
of  West  India  rum  was  provided  for  the  occasion. 

Dnriua  Newhall,  from  1804  to  1815,  built  two  brigs, 
three  schooners,  and  five  sloops.  Nehemiah  Newhall, 
from  1813  to  1828,  built  two  ships,  five  brigs,  three 
schooners,  and  three  sloops.  About  1816,  three  ves- 
sels were  built  near  the  northerly  part  of  the  town 
by  Edmund  Burt  aud  others.  In  1827,  at  the  town 
landing,  near  Jcdediah  Briggs'  wharf,  a 
and  a  schooner  were  built.  Earlier  two  other  < 
had  been  built  at  the  same  place. 

Ephraiin  French  built,  from  1809  to  1833,  six 
schooners  and  three  sloops. 

From  1820  to  1866  twenty-six  schooners,  eight 
brigs,  one  bark,  and  five  ploops  were  built  by  Henry 
Crane,  George  Crane,  8imeon  Briggs,  Edward  Bab- 
•bilt,  and  others.  Thus  during  a  period  of  three- 
fourths  of  a  century  some  hundred  vessels  were  built, 
varying  in  size  from  thirty-five  tons  to  five  hundred 
tons  measurement. 

Hon.  Samuel  Tobey,  son  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tobey, 
deserves  more  than  a  passing  notice  here.  He — J udge 
Tobey,  as  he  was  called— was  justice  of  the  peace, 
representative  to  the  Qeneral  Court,  Slate  senator, 
and  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  His  per- 
sonal appearance  was  commanding  ;  he  was  for  half 
a  century  the  most  influential  man  in  this  town,  and 
his  influence  was  exerted  for  what  he  considered  the 
best  interest  of  the  town.  He  was  patriotic  and  public- 
spirited,  kind  to  those  who  were  in  affliction,  or  who 
were  by  any  means  destitute ;  he  was  esteemed  a  man 
of  learning  and  of  a  remarkably  sound  judgment. 
No  other  man  in  town  was  so  looked  up  to  and  ven- 
erated as  was  Judge  Tobey.  Possessed  of  an  indom- 
itable will  and  perseverance,  whatever  he  desired  to 
do  he  did  with  all  his  might.  Hi*  political  partisan 
conviction  and  friendships  were  stroug,  and  he  was 
conciliating  towards  the  opinions  of  those  whose  opin- 
ions were  adverse  to  his.  The  firm  of  Samuel  Tobey 
<fc  Son  (A  polios)  were  engaged  in  trading  in  dry-goods 
and  groceries  for  about  (illy  years,  also  in  ship-build- 
ing, in  navigation,  in  fanning,  and  other  enterprises 
which  constitute  the  business  era  iu  the  history  of 
the  town.  Judge  Tobey  was  the  master-spirit  con- 
cerned in  the  building  of  the  second  meeting-house 
in  1797  and  1798.  But  the  firm  meeting  with  losses 
at  sea,  aud  other  losses,  became  embarrassed  finan- 
cially, closed  up  their  business,  made  an  assignment, 
and  their  property  was  sold,  the  creditors  making 
provision  for  them  and  their  families'  comfortable 
support. 

Judge  Tobey  died  in  1825.    Taking  him  all  iu  all, 
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wc  shall  rarely  see  hi*  like  again.  Apollo*,  his  son, 
removed  to  New  Bedford,  where  he  lived  a  number 
of  year*  and  where  he  died. 

Other  justices  of  the  peace  have  been  Apolloa 
Tobey,  Samuel  French,  Levi  French,  llarzillai  Crane, 
Adoniram  Crane,  Jabex  Fox,  John  Dillingham,  Wil- 
liam 8.  Crane,  Ephraim  French,  Jr.,  A.  B.  Crane, 
Nathaniel  Townaend,  Walter  D.  Nichols,  William 
Babbitt,  Oilea  L,  Leach,  Daniel  S.  Briggn,  Ebenezer 
Williams,  and  Charles  BinncD.  The  dutiea  required 
of  a  juatice  of  the  pcaco  in  this  town  nre  almost 
wholly  ministerial,  thcro  having  been  no  criminal 
business  to  attend  to,  and  all  civil  suits  are  tried  in 
higher  courts.  This  town  con  Id  well  dispense  with 
jails,  houses  of  correction,  juvenile  reformatory  in- 
stitutions, and  State's  prisons.  Although  it  pays  its 
proportion  annually  towards  supporting  these  penal 
institutions,  I  do  not  remember  the  committal  of 
any  citizen  of  this  town  upon  any  criminal  charge 
whatever. 

Dvaiaa  thk  Colosul  Pmiioo. 
r«n  0»e*.-Abrl  Dort,  Ebeneaar  Pbllllna,  (ioorg-  Caawell,  John 
Ilri(K>,  Samuel  Frenrh,  EbeneuT  Wlntlow,  ami  Abel  Aran*. 

M,.lmr,  -Nathaniel   CI!-,!,   I  .In.    II.  -r.  rtefatl  >«l  f„.„,  J,  I..,  ['•■,11. 

winum  Nicbolt.  (W.-l  nilbert,  John  Crane,  Samnel  MM*. 

IHrsiao  ma  BaTnurnosasY  Preion. 
IWa  Cler*.— Aamnel  Tobejr,  Jr. 

Sefernaea  John  Paoll,  Jamee  Nichnl",  Jeriediah  Briggi,  Jacob  French, 

Stephen  Webeter.  n»Mwr  Mjrrick,  Leel  French,  John  Babbitt, 
Ehenr«cr  I'unll  f*t).  Semnel  Tubha,  nn,1  Ur—\  French. 

Crane,  Joeefih  Banfhrd,  Apulloe  Tnlmj,  Adoniram  (Imtn,  Aeahel 
ll.lh.»ejr.  Samuel  French.  Jr..  Abl.l  B.  Crane,  Nnhralm  French, 
Jr.  Daniel  S.  Brigc*,  William  8.  Crmne,  N.  C.  Towneend,  (leurge 
Crane.  W.  B.  Nichols,  Daniel  C.  Dart,  T.  Preaton  Burl,  and  John  A. 

Mr<ti»en. — John  Paull,  Jamee  Nkhuta,  Jedediah  Brlgga,  John  Unbuilt, 
Samuel  TuMo,  J r ,  Ijerl  French,  Simeon  Burt,  Ebenexar  Wlralov, 
Kbeneaer  Paall  fid),  John  Crane,  Abntr  Bart,  Nathaniel  Tobejr, 
Samuel  Tobej,  ApollmTobej,  Ktonearr  Crane,  AM  BnbWit,  Semnel 
French,  Jr.,  Bhadrech  Bnrt,  Earn  Dean,  Adoniram  Crane,  Jabea  Foi,  | 
1 1 1  -i .  v  Crane,  F.noch_Jabbttl,  Bean  Bart,  Darld  Shore,  Nathaniel 
Towneend,  Juerph  I*.  Ilathewar, Tamerlane  Bnrt,  Waller  D.  Nlcbole, 
John  C.  (Vane,  Benjamin  I, other,  Williajs  BabMtt,  Thonuw  C 
Bean,  Daniel  M.  Brlgge,  Ullea  h.  Leech,  Peter  I,.  Chace,  Simoon 
Brigga,  Albert  K.  Allen,  Iterliert  A.  Dean,  Benjamin  F.  Chare, 
Thomae  A.  Brlgge,  Benjamin  Crane,  Kbeneier  Wlllnma,  Benjamin 

Ifjl  atHlliaf  WHnoWl  Ontw-Jolyi  Babbitt,  Samoel  Tobey,  A|»lloa 

TVtlwjf,  A'lirtiltuNi  Crime,  J«rlm  lH1l>tijr,li«ifiit  S»\inii*l  Wench,  It*v. 
Thi-mM  AiHln*,  TiuMef-rlan*  Hurt,  Nfttlimlfl  Tmrnafiiil,  ,«e*g»ti<le-r 
Amir***,  r^nnirirt  Nn*  hull,  KjtliHalni  FiMi ~h,  FUvtli  Hnbliltt,  AMrl  R, 
Crane,  William  S.  Crane.  William  Babbitt,  Walter  D.  Nlcbole,  Ullee 
la  Ustfe,  Kntaw  Bnjre,  llerliert  A.  Dean. 

A  list  of  names  of  those  who  received  a  liberal 
education  or  its  equivalent : 
Silas  Tobey,  Brown  University, 
Rev.  Alvin  Tobey,  Brown  University. 
Rev.  James  Rarnahy,  Brown  University. 
Rev.  James  Sanford,  Brown  University. 


Rcr.  John  Sanford,  Brown  University. 
Rev.  Enoch  Sanford,  Brown  University. 
Itov.  Baalis  Sanford,  Brown  University. 
Eliphalct  Ilcvey,  M.D.,  Brown  University. 
Rev.  Silas  A.  Crane,  D.D.,  Brown  University. 
Benjnmin  Crane,  Brown  University. 
Daniel  Crane,  Brown  University  and  Union  Col- 
lege. 

George  Hatheway,  Brown  University. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Cornell,  LL.D.,  Brown  University. 

Rev.  Daniel  C.  Burt,  Brown  University. 

Rev.  Thomas  T.  Richmond. 

Rev.  James  Nichols,  Union  College. 

Hon.  Charles  O.  W.  French,  Brown  University. 

Richard  S.  8.  Andros,  Esq. 

Rev.  Levi  French. 

Milton  Andros,  Esq. 

Russell  L.  Hathaway,  Eaq. 

Col.  Alexander  B.  Crane,  Amherst. 

Edward  Crane,  M.D.,  Amherst 

P.  Chester  Porter,  M.I)..  Amherst. 

Shadrach  Hatheway,  M.D. 

Rev.  Lucius  R.  Eastman,  Jr.,  Amherst. 

Rev.  Jabex  Fox. 

Rev.  Gardner  Dean. 

There  are  few  towns  in  this  commonwealth  which 
can  show  so  large  percentage  of  educated  men  during 
the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Many  of 
these  scholars  obtained  their  education  under  diffi- 
culties, but  they  overcame  them  all.  They  have  all 
made  their  mark  in  their  professions.  Of  those  who 
attended  the  ministrations  of  Mr.  Andros  alone, 
thirteen  were  ordained  ministers,  eight  of  whom 
graduated  at  Brown  University  and  one  at  Union 
College, — nine  Congregationaliata,  one  Epiacopalian, 
one  "  New  Church,"  one  Presbyterian,  and  one  Bap- 
tist,—" a  greater  number  than  in  any  other  church  in 
the  county." 

Some  of  these  scholars  dencrve  particular  notice. 
The  Sanford  brothers  were  a  remarkable  family. 
They  educated  themselves  largely  by  their  own  In- 
dustry. They  were  all  clergymen,  remarkable  for 
sound  judgment,  and  held  in  high  esteem  by  their 
parishioners,  lived  long  and  nseful  lives,  and  when 
age  admonished  them  to  retire  from  the  ministry  they 
retired.  Rev.  Enoch,  the  survivor,  nearly  ninety 
yeara  of  age,  is  still  quite  strong  in  body  and  mind. 
He  is  the  author  of  several  local  histories  and 
sketches,  etc.  The  Crane  brothera  likewise  were  s 
distinguished  family.  They,  too,  obtained  an  educa- 
tion largely  through  their  own  exertions.  Silas  A. 
Crane,  D.D.,  after  graduation  became  tutor  in  Brown 
University,  took  orders  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
discharged  his  clerical  duties  to  the  close  of  his  life. 
For  a  long  time  he  was  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I., — a 
most  excellent  man.  Benjamin,  after  leaving  college, 
taught  an  academy,  then  entered  into  business  as  a 
trader,  but  returned  to  teaching  again,  in  which  em- 
ployment he -pent  most  of  his  life.    He  was  an  able 
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and  faithful  teacher,  a*  many  now  Jiving  can  tostify, 
a  friend  to  education,  a  good  citizen,  and  a  conscien- 
tious and  useful  man. 

Daniel  attended  Brown  University  and  Union  Col- 
lege, was  teacher  in  New  England  and  at  the  South, 
was  well  versed  in  Latin, Greek,  and  other  languages, 
in  poetry  and  in  history,  lives  in  Ohio,  and  is  a  man 
of  literary  tastes  and  pursuits. 

Win.  M.  Cornell,  LL.D.,  a  teacher,  clergyman,  a 
doctor  of  medicine,  and  an  author,— a  distinguished 
man  still  in  active  life. 

Jabex  Fox,  a  clergyman  of  the  "  New  Church"  per- 
suasion, editor  of  a  paper,  at  present  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

A  man  of  culture,  Qardner  Dean,  an  evangelist,  well 
known  in  almost  every  State  from  New  England  to 
Illinois,  somewhat  eccentric,  but  had  many  admirer*. 

James  Nichols,  Assistant  Professor  of  Languages, 
Union  College;  clergyman,  Presbyterian.  On  ac- 
count of  his  voice  he  left  the  ministry  and  became 
principal  of  the  Oeneaeo  Academy,  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  continued  there  many  years,  removed  to  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  bought  the  "  Female  Academy,"  made 
it  a  success,  and  since  his  death  it  has  been  success- 
fully continued  by  his  widow,  a  well-known  teacher, 
and  their  daughters. 

Levi  French,  clergyman  and  teacher,  of  good  merit, 
taught  North  and  South.  He  was  a  man  of  acute  in- 
tellect and  of  large  general  knowledge.  He  was  an 
accurate  surveyor  of  land,  a  good  mathematician,  and 
a  safe  counselor. 

Charles  O.  W.  French,  lawyer  in  Sacramento,  Cal. 
He  was  appointed  United  States  chief  justice  of  Ari- 
zona Territory,  which  position  be  has  honorably  filled 
for  many  years. 

Milton  Andros,  a  lawyer  of  distinction,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Col.  Alexander  B.  Crane,  a  successful  lawyer,  New 
York  City. 

Edward  Crane,  physician,  and  editor  of  a  paper 
printed  in  English,  ParU,  France. 

P.  Chester  Porter,  physician  and  a  diatinguished 
teacher. 

Lucas  R.  Eastman,  Jr.,  a  clergyman  of  good  repu- 
tation and  of  large  promise. 

Thomes  Tobey,  Richmond,  a  life-long  clergyman, 
whose  long  and  useful  life  is  still  well  preserved.  He 
has  lately  retired  from  the  ministry  in  Taunton  ( West- 
ville),  where  his  pastorate  had  endeared  him  to  his 
parishioner*  for  more  than  twenty  years.  His  whole 
ministry  of  fifty  years. 

Daniel  0.  Burt,  clergyman,  formerly  of  Acushuet. 

Eliphalet  W.  Hervey,  physician  at  Wareham,  of 
great  promise,  but  died  young. 

8hadrach  Hatheway,  a  practicing  physician  for  a 
great  number  of  years  in  his  native  town.  His 
knowledge  and  judgment  in  his  profession  is  highly 
prized  by  the  members  of  his  profession,  and  he  is 
considered  careful  and  skillful  by  his  patient*. 


Russel  L.  Hatheway  was  a  successful  lawyer  in 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Richard  8  Andros,  editor,  poet,  custom-house  officer 
in  Boston,  president  of  an  insurance  company,  etc.,  a 
man  of  fine  literary  taste. 

Berkley  has  a  suitable  town  hall,  in  which  town- 
meetings,  elections,  etc.,  are  held,  and  in  which  other 
town  business  is  transacted,  and  the  standard  weights 
and  measures  and  the  books  ami  document* — some 
of  which  are  very  valuable — are  kept.  It  ia  con- 
spicuously located  upon  the  park  or  "  common." 

This  town  also  has  an  almshouse,  connected  with  a 
good  farm  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  consisting  of 
mowing,  tillage,  pasture,  and  woodland,  costing,  with 
the  stock,  etc.,  thereon,  about  five  thousand  dollars. 
There  were  but  three  inmate*  in  it  in  March,  1882, 
ages  ranging  from  seventy-nine  to  fifty-six  years  of 
ago;  cost  of  supporting  them,  not  reckoning  the  natu- 
ral decay  of  buildings,  in  1881  and  1882,  was  leas  than 
one  hundred  dollars.  But  the  outside  pauper  ex- 
penses at  the  insane  hospital  and  private  familieaand 
partial  support  amounted  to  seven  hundred  dollars. 
The  superintendent  of  the  almshouse  has  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  dollars  salary  an- 
nually, together  with  the  board  of  his  family.  The 
town  ia  entirely  free  from  debt.  It*  roads  and  bridges, 
considering  the  sparse  ties*  of  the  inhabitants  and  the 
number  of  mile*  of  road  to  be  maintained,  aoine  of 
them  difficult  to  repair,  are  above  the  average  condi- 
tion of  the  roads  in  similarly  situated  towns. 

In  1798,  money  being  scarce,  Mr.  Andros  asked  the 
town  in  writing  to  pay  his  salary  of  two  hundred  and 
Afty  dollars  in  the  following  manner,  which  was 
done:  52  bushels  corn  <«t  3/6;  15  bushels  rye  («<  4/; 
2  barrels  flour  (<r:  83/;  12  pounds  tea  (».  2/5  ;  60  pounds 
sugar  (<■!  19;  18  gallons  molasses  (m  2/ ;  15  cords  wood 
(a)  8/;  5  tons  E.  hay  ("J  4/8 ;  3  bushels  salt  (m  3/;  400 
pounds  beef  («)  /3J ;  500  pounds  |>ork  ("i/4 ;  100  pounds 
flax  (<tj  /8 ;  40  sheep's  wool  (it)  1/6 ;  6  pairs  men's  shoes 
8/ ;  6  barrel*  cider  <».  6/ ;  200  pounds  cheese  <<U  /6 ; 
100  pounds  butter  <<>:  /8 ;  cash,  $16.17. 

1815.  Mr.  Andros'  salary  was  increased  fifty  dollars 
and  waa  then  fixed  at  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
annually,  and  ao  remained  to  the  end  of  his  minis- 
try. 

In  1708  there  waa  a  subscription  paper  started  and 
completed  with  $25'.l.50  volunteered  for  the  "  pur- 
chase of  a  bell  for  the  new  meeting- house*  in  Berkley." 
A  meeting  of  the  subscribers  was  then  held,  and  they 
voted  to  purchase  a  bell  of  six  hundred  pounds  weight, 
chose  Samuel  Tobey,  Simeon  Burt,  and  Luther  Crane 
a  committee  to  purchase  a  bell  in  Boston,  and  the 
aforesaid  committee  purchased  a  bell  of  Paul  Revere 
of  635  pounds  weight  (m  2/7  per  |iound,  amounting  to 
1273.37;  carting  home,  $2.75;  total,  $276.11 

Some  actions  of  the  town  :  1740.  Voted  to  pay 
Rev.  Mr.  Tobey  C3  I0«.  to  make  good  the  depreciation 
in  the  currency  the  present  year. 

1748.    Voted  to  the  Rev.  8.  Tobey  for  his  salary 
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the  ensiling  year  £250  old  tenor,  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  the  ministry  in  our  town  of  Berkley. 

1701.    Rev.  8.  Tobcy's  salary  was  voted  to  he  paid 
as  follows:  Itye,  4*.  per  bushel;  Indian  corn       3*.  j 
4«/.  per  bushel ;  beef,  2j»f.  per  pound ;  pork  (««  4*/. 
per  pound;  flax       9}</.  per  pound;  oak  cord-wood 
(n>  !>».  4J»/.  |»er  cord. 

1701.  Void  CfiO  lawful  money  as  the  salary  of 
Rev.  8.  Tobey  the  ensuing  year. 

Voted  to  pay  Abel  Burt  for  going  to  Boston  to  have 
Taunton  remain  the  shire  town  of  our  county. 

17fil.  Voted  to  pay  Rowland  Gavin  £4,  by  reason 
of  his  having  to  leave  teaching  and  move  out  of  his 
house  on  account  of  the  smallpox. 

May  22,  1775.  Samuel  Tobey,  Jr.,  was  sent  to 
represent  the  town  in  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Cam- 
bridge. 

Persons  moving  into  the  town  without  its  consent, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  town  likely  to  become 
chargeable,  were  warned  according  to  the  law  to  leave 
the  town  within  a  specified  number  of  days  or  they 
would  be  proceeded  against.  There  are  frequent 
warnings  of  this  kind  on  record. 

In  the  early  history  of  this  town  vocal  music  re- 
ceived great  attention.  8inging-schools  in  winter 
evenings  were  frequent,  and  most  pleasant  reunions  of 
the  young  and  older  people,  who  were  scattered  in 
their  homes  ovrr  a  considerable  territory.  The  sing- 
ing-schools were  mostly  taught  by  some  of  the  best 
singers  in  town.  Later  Deacon  G.  Sanford  taught  sing- 
ing-schools for  many  winters.  Col.  Adoniram  Crane 
was  also  teacher  of  public  schools  and  singing-schools 
in  this  anil  other  towna,  both  in  Plymouth  County  and 
in  Dukes  County. 

lie  was  a  man  of  dignified  and  commanding  per- 
sonal appearance,  an  excellent  town  officer,  and  as  a 
singer  he  wait  well  known  in  this  and  the  neighboring 
towns  as  well  for  the  great  compass  of  his  voice,  his 
fine  musical  taste,  ami  the  correctness  of  his  ear.  To 
appreciate  his  singing  in  church  he  must  have  been 
heard.  Ho  was  chorister  in  the  First  Church  some 
forty  years  (when  present),  and  in  the  Second  Church 
from  its  organization  to  the  close  of  his  life.  He  was 
president  of  the  Beethoven  Society,  composed  of  the 
best  singers  in  the  neighboring  towns.  After  his 
death,  A.  B.  Crane,  a  good  singer  and  musical  com- 
poser, became  chorister  in  his  stead. 

The  mechanics  of  the  present  generation  belonging 
originally  to  this  town  have  emigrated  mostly  to  other 
places,  where  better  opportunities  for  employment 
oflTer.  In  fact,  Berkley  seems  to  have  been  and  now 
is  a  good  town  to  emigrate  from.  In  the  past,  every- 
thing considered,  there  were  a  goodly  number  in  the 
various  trades.  Carpenters  and  builders,  Ebenezer 
Pierce  and  two  sons,  Simeon  Chace  and  two  son*, 
Reuben  Phillips  and  three  sons,  Samuel  Phillips,  and 
Ebcnezer  Dean.  At  present  there  are  Benjamin  F. 
Coombs,  J.  1).  Dillingham,  Frank  Phillips,  Dean 
P.  Westgnte,  Timothy  K.  French,  William  Boyce, 


Henry  lint  he  way.  Wheelwrights  and  carriage- 
makers,  Enoch  8.  Ilatheway,  Ellery  Strange.  The- 
ophilu*  Shove  was  cabinet-maker  and  undertaker  for 
a  period  of  more  than  a  half-century.  There  were 
in  the  past  a  great  number  of  ship-carpenters,  who 
worked  at  home  and  in  many  other  places,  also  Wil- 
liam K.  Evans,  machinist  and  inventor.  Blacksmiths 
in  the  post,  John  Perkins,  Tiadale  Porter,  John  Clark, 
William  S.  Crane,  Thomas  Strange;  present,  James 
Wade,  William  H.  8.  Crane,  James  Maguire,  George 
Macomber.  Carriage  manufacturer,  8.  W.  Luther. 
Masons  in  the  past,  Joseph  Sanford,  John  Briggs, 
Amos  Briggs;  at  present,  Nathaniel  Case,  David 
Hoxie,  Jr.,  Arza  Harmon.  Shoemakers  (they  used 
to  go  from  house  to  house  and  make  the  family  shoes ; 
they  were  not  kept  for  sale  in  country  stores),  George 
Sau  ford.  Enoch  Babbitt,  Georgo  Briggs,  Thomas  Burt, 
Adoniram  Cummings,  and  many  other*.  Now  this 
business  is  confined  almost  exclusively  to  repairing. 
Of  stores  there  were  those  of  Samuel  Tobey  &  8on, 
Simeon  Burt,  Levi  8.  Crane,  Jabes  Fuller,  Abiel  B. 
Crane,  Ephraim  French.  There  is  a  variety  store  at 
Myrickvillo,  Mr.  Macomber'a.  which  has  a  run  of  busi- 
ness, and  is  the  only  store  in  town. 

The  records  of  the  town  of  Berkley  are  remarkably 
legible  and  well  written,  and  have  been  well  preserved. 
Some  of  the  records  are  remarkable  specimens  of  good 
penmanship.  They  are  such  records  as  citizens  of  the 
town  may  well  greatly  prize,  and  proudly  hand  them 
down  to  posterity  for  their  imitation. 

The  First  Congregational  Church  had  during  the 
eighteenth  century  ruling  elders  as  the  first  officers  of 
the  church.  They  were  Daniel  Axtell,  Jacob  French, 
John  Paul!,  Ebenezer  Crane.  The  deacons,  Gershom 
Crane,  Daniel  Axtell,  Jacob  French,  John  Paull, 
Samuel  Tubbs,  Ebcnezer  Crane,  George  Sanford,  Eb- 
enezer Winslow,  8amuel  Tobey,  Luther  Crane,  Tisdale 
Briggs,  Barxillai  Crane,  James  Hathaway,  Thomas  C. 
Dean,  Isa«£  Babbitt 

Deacons  of  Second  or  Trinitarian  Congregational 
Church  were  William  8.  Crane,  William  Babbitt, 
Daniel  8.  Briggs. 

Around  and  near  the  common  or  centre  of  the 
town  there  are  a  number  of  fine,  commodious,  and 
tastefully-arranged  dwellings,  among  the  best  in 
town,  very  pleasantly  located.  It  is  a  very  pleasant 
locality  for  country  residences.  The  Berkley  post- 
office  is  near  by.  It  was  established  about  1818,  and 
ha*  a  daily  mail.  The  postmasters  have  been  Asahel 
Hatheway,  Abiel  B.  Crane,  Joseph  D.  Uatheway, 
and  Daniel  8.  Briggs. 

There  is  also  another  post-office  at  Myrickville,  at 
the  junction  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Boston  and  the 
Newport  and  Boston  Old  Colony  Railroads,  which 
also  has  a  daily  mail.    William  Simms,  postmaster. 

At  the  Bridge  village,  called  also  West  Berkley, 
there  are  a  number  of  neat  and  comfortable  dwell- 
I  ings,  occupied  by  shipmasters,  mechanics,  farmers, 
etc.    Here  is  the  Berkley  and  Dighton  bridge  across 
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the  Taunton  River,  which  give*  notne  to  the  village. 
The  first  bridge  was  built  in  1806,  and  was  a  toll- 
bridge.  Liberty  was  given  by  the  Legislature  to  re- 
move it,  the  draw  being  too  narrow,  it  was  claimed, 
for  the  larger  class  of  vessels  which  were  required 
to  tranaact  the  increased  and  increasing  business  of 
Taunton  higher  up  on  the  river.  Accordingly  it  was 
removed,  after  standing  about  forty-five  years.  In 
1872  a  bridge,  to  be  built  by  the  county,  was  char- 
tered and  soon  after  built  under  the  charge  and  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  county  commissioners,  and  it  is  a 
great  public  convenience.  In  the  first  half  of  the 
present  century  this  was  a  busy  village,  largely  en- 
gaged in  vessel-building  and  other  business,  most  of 
which  baa  been  discontinued.  In  1800,  Berkley  had 
llfi  dwelling-houses.  In  1880  it  had  235  dwelling- 
houses,  0686  acres  taxed,  about  $400,000  taxable  prop- 
erty, 276  polls  taxed,  and  rate  of  taxation  $9  per  $1000. 

In  1675,  near  the  commencement  of  King  Philip's 

war,  Mr;  Babbitt  was  going  along  the  river  path 

from  one  settlement  to  another  to  get  a  cheese-hoop. 
He  had  with  him  a  small  dog,  whose  restlessness  prob- 
ably gave  warning  of  some  strange  person  near.  The 
man  took  the  hint  and  ascended  a  large  pine-tree, 
hoping  to  be  concealed  among  the  thick  branches; 
but  his  dog,  true  to  his  instinct,  remained  at  the  tree. 
The  Indian  attempted  to  drive  him  away,  but  finding 
that  the  dog  was  unwilling  to  leave  his  suspicion  was 
aroused.  He  examined  the  tree,  but  at  first  discov- 
ered nothing,  and  endeavored  to  call  the  dog  away, 
but  to  no  purpose.  In  making  another  examination 
he  saw  something  which  caused  him  to  shoot  at  it, 
when  down  came  Babbitt  dead.  The  Indian  related 
his  exploit  to  some  other  Indians,  and  they  in  turn  to 
the  settlers,  who  found  and  buried  him.  There  is  a 
atoneerected  to  commemorate  the  event  and  the  place. 
The  inscription  reads,"   Babbitt  Killed  by  In- 
dians 1675."  Tradition  also  has  different  versions, 
but  there  always  is  a  man,  a  dog,  an  Indian,  and  a 
cheese-hoop;  in  each  that  the  man  was  killed. 

Berkley,  as  has  been  noticed  elsewhere,  is  almost 
exclusively  an  agricultural  town.  It  has  no  valuable 
water-power,  and,  as  has  already  been  said,  the  soil  in 
some  parts  of  the  town  is  sandy  and  other  part*  rocky 
and  hard,  with  some  exceptions.  The  most  valuable 
crop  is  hay.  The  salt  marshes  of  Aasonet  Neck  have 
considerable  value.  Indian  corn  was  an  important  crop 
and  should  be  still.  Potatoes,  turnips,  etc.,  are  raised 
for  market.  Horticulture  has  some  attention.  One 
of  the  best  horticultural  gardens  in  the  county,  O. 
F.  Wilbur's,  is  in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  There 
is  some  fruit-raising  also.  Some  parts  nf  the  town 
are  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  apples,  pears,  and 
small  fruit.  There  is  also  some  woodland,  which  in 
the  psst  has  furnished  timber  for  vessels  that  were 
built  here.  But  in  these  days  of  the  general  use  of 
coal  for  fuel,  wood  is  of  less  importance  than  for- 
merly. But  the  early  settlers  were  an  industrious  and 
brave  people.   They  were  as  noble,  pious,  prudent, 


and  sensible  people  as  settled  any  part  of  the  Old 
Colony.  There  have  been  many  large  families  reared 
and  educated,  who  have  in  turn  founded  and  educated 
families  iu  other  localities  which  considered  snd 
prized  them  as  among  their  most  valued  citizens. 
Having  been  reared  to  habits  of  industry,  prudence, 
and  integrity,  they  have  distinguished  themselves 
among  distinguished  men  and  women  wherever  they 
are  found.  There  was  formerly  a  considerable  and 
a  prosperous  business  in  the  prepsring  and  market- 
ing of  shingles,  mostly  cedar  from  North  Carolina 
swamps.  A  gang  of  men  would  be  hired  and  carried 
to  the  swamps,  a  "cabin"  built  in  the  swamps,  the 
trees  felled,  sawed  into  blocks  of  the  proper  length, 
then  split  into  the  required  thickness,  shaved,  bound 
in  bundles,  shipped  northward  and  sold.  Those 
shingles  were  valuable  for  their  durability.  At  pres- 
ent that  business  is  discontinued  here.  Annual  in- 
come of  the  oyster  fisheries  or  Assonet  Neck,  and  of 
the  shad  and  alewive  fishing  privileges  belonging  to 
the  town,  amounts  to  about  the  sum  annually  raised 
by  taxation  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools,  or 
about  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  following  facts  concerning  Uie  town  of  Berkley 
are  gleaned  from  the  tenth  United  Slates 
1880: 
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WU.MAM  HABBITr. 

"  Edward  Bobit,"  the  ancestor  of  the  Babbitt  family 
in  Now  England,  wn«  "  subject  to  do  military  duty" 
in  Taunton  in  1643,  n*  shown  by  the  records  of  the 
General  Court.  He  married  Sarahffiarne,  daughter 
of  Milcftvjj^irue,  of  BosU>n,  7th  montlTTth,  1654.  He 
wa«  a  land-owner  in  North  Purchase  in  1668,  and 
WM  one  of  the  "  committee  to  view  damages  done  to 
the  Indians  in  1G71."  Ho  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  had 
children,— 

1.  Edward,  born  July  15,  1655. 

2.  Sarah,  liorn  March  20,  1657;  married  Samuel 
Pete,  March,  1680. 

3.  Hannah,  born  March  9,  1660. 

4.  Daumris,  born  Sept.  16,  1663. 

5.  Elkana,  born  Dec.  15,1665;  married  Elizabeth 
Briggs,  June  25,  1690. 

6.  Dorcas,  born  Jan.  20,  1GCC  ;  died  April  9,  1676. 

7.  Either,  born  April  15,  1669. 

8.  Ruth,  born  Aug.  7,  1671. 

9.  Deliverance,  born  Dec.  15,  1673. 

Second  Generaiion. 
Edward  Babbitt,  son  of  the  tir«t  Edward,  married 
Abigail  Tisdale,  Feb.  1,  1683.  She  was  probably  a 
danghter  of  John  Tisdale,  Jr.,  and  born  July  15, 
1667.  Their  son  Edward  was  bom  Feb.  14  JfiKfi  and 
married  for  his  second  wife  Elizabeth  Thyre,  Dec.  22, 


1698.  He  gave  five  acres  of  land  towards  purchasing 
ahoiise  for  Rev.  Mr.  Dan  forth  in  1688.   He  was  one 


of  the  proprietor*  in  1689,  and  was  of  Dighton,  May 
26,  1720.  His  will  is  dated  Feb.  6,  1727,  in  which  he 
mentions  his  wife  Elizabeth,  sons  Benajah,  Erasm 
Selh,  Nathan,  Edward,  Nathaniel,  and  George,  and 
daughters  Sarah  Thyre,  Abigail  Burt,  Ruth,  Han- 
nah, and  Waitstill.  His  wife  Elizabeth  and  son  Be- 
najah were  his  executor*.  His  will  was  proved 
March  20,  1732-33. 

John  Babbitt,  the  son  of  Benajah,  was  the  grand- 
father of  William  Babbitt,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  married  for  his  second  wife  Lydia  Myrick,  and 
raided  at  "  tho  Farms"  in  Berkley.  William  Babbitt 
is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Martha  ( Briggs)  Babbitt.  He 
was  born  at  "  the  Farms"  in  Berkley,  March  22, 1817. 
He  received  his  early  education  at  the  district  schools, 
and  resided  at  Berkley  Common  from  tho  age  of 
twelve  to  that  of  twenty-six,  when  he  was  nnited  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Dean  Burt,  the  marriage  occur- 
ring Aug.  23,  1842. 

In  1844,  Mr.  Babbitt  settled  on  Die  place  where  he 
now  resides.  He  has  followed  the  lumbering  busi- 
nesB,  chiefly  in  North  Carolina,  shipping  his  lumber 
to  Rhode  Island  and  other  parts  of  New  England. 
Although  starting  empty-handed,  with  no  resources 
but  his  energy  and  industry,  he  has  achieved  a  fair 
degree  of  prosperity  and  gained  an  honorable  stand- 
ing among  his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  highly  esteemed 
as  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  his  period. 

A  Whig  originally  in  politics,  he  has  been  since  the 
dissolution  of  that  party  a  Republican,  and  has  served 
his  town  in  the  capacity  of  selectman  for  many  years, 
being  always  elected  when  he  would  allow  himself  to 
run  for  the  office.  In  1861  he  served  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  also  in  1872,  on  several  important  commit- 
tees, among  others  the  Committee  on  Claims.  He 
was  for  several  years  deacon  of  the  8ecoud 
tional  Church  of  Berkley,  and  is  highly 
a  worthy  and  public-spirited  citizen  am 
able  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
the  town. 

PHILIP  H.  FLBTCHKR. 
Philip  H.  Fletcher  is  the  son  of  William  and  Jane 
Fletcher,  and  was  born  in  Prince  Edward  Island, 
Sept.  12,  1813.  His  parents  were  poor,  and  at  that 
day  there  was  no  provision  made  in  the  county  of  his 
nativity  for  the  free  education  of  the  children  of  the 
poorer  classes.  Consequently,  about  the  only  means 
available  to  young  Fletcher  to  obtain  even  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  education  was  the  Sabbath-school  in  his 
native  place.  At  the  age  of  seven  he  went  to  live 
with  his  maternal  grandfather,  John  Lane,  with  whom 
he  remained  till  about  fifteen,  bis  time  being  spent 
on  the  farm.  He  then  returned  to  his  father's  home, 
and  five  years  later  emigrated  to  the  States,  stopping 
first  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  remained  about  a  year, 
when  he  became  engaged  in  the  railroads  of  that  Bute, 
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Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island,  in  which  business 
the  next  eight  years  of  hit  lire  was  spent. 

His  health  failing,  he  located  his  family  in  the  town 
of  Berkley,  Mass.,  and  engaged  in  peddling  general 
merchandise  through  the  surrounding  country.  This 
occupation  he  followed  twenty-eight  years,  during 
which  time,  however,  he  undertook  a  number  of  con- 
*  tracts  on  different  railroads,  in  the  carrying  through 
of  which  he  manifested  much  pluck,  enterprise,  and 
energy,  and  met  with  good  financial  success.  He 
then  sold  out  to  his  sons  his  interest  in  the  peddling 
business,  and  gave  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, to  which  his  chief  energies  have  since  been  di- 
rected. 

Mr.  Fletcher  has  always  been  a  temperate  man 
both  in  theory  and  practice.  He  is  a  man  of  sincere 
conviction  and  earnest  purpose,  strong  willed  and 
determined  when  once  he  is  couvinced  of  the  correct- 
ness of  his  course.  These  qualities  have  not  unfre- 
quently  made  him  enemies  among  the  class  not 
holding  such  views  as  himself,  and  on  more  than  one 
occasion  he  has  suffered  pecuniary  loss  through  in- 
cendiarism and  other  means  at  the  hands  of  those  of 
the  vicious  class  whose  enmity  he  had  incurred. 

Mr.  Fletcher  has  been  many  years  selectman  and 
collector  in  his  town.  In  church  matters  he  has 
always  been  liberal  and  earnest.  A  few  years  since, 
when  the  movement  to  build  a  new  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Berkley  was  inaugurated,  Mr. 
Fletcher  was  not  only  one  of  the  largest  contributors, 
but  one  of  the  most  active  workers  to  achieve  the 
success  of  the  enterprise.  He  was  one  of  the  build- 
ing committee  under  whose  supervision  the  structure 
was  erected,  and  ho  furnished  the  larger  part  of  the 
funds  necessary  to  iu  construction,  waiting  for  reim- 
bursement until  the  various  sums  subscribed  should 
be  paid  in.  Though  he  is  not  now  a  member  of  this 
church,  yet  be  does  not  regret  his  donation  or  his 
labors  in  its  behalf. 

It  had  long  been  one  of  the  cherished  aims  and 
objects  of  Mr.  Fletcher's  life  to  visit  the  Old  World 
and  see  face  to  face  its  numerous  places  of  interest; 
to  view  the  scenes  where  have  been  enacted  so  many 
of  the  events  which  have  shaped  the  destinies  of 
nations,  and  particularly  to  visit  Palestine,  the  cradle 
of  our  civilization,  and  the  place  made  holy  and 
sacred  by  the  birth,  residence,  and  crucifixion  of  our 
Saviour.  Early  iu  December,  1871,  he  set  sail  from  ' 
Boston  for  Liverpool,  where,  after  a  pleasant  voyage, 
he  arrived  December  14tb.  He  then  visited  most  of 
the  principal  places  of  interest  on  the  European  conti-  | 
nent.embracing  London,  Paris,  Turin,  Florence,  Rome, 
Naples,  the  volcano  of  Vesuvius,  and  Pompeii;  thcuce 
across  the  Mediterranean  to  Alexandria,  Cairo,  the 
pyramids,  etc.;  through  the  Suez  Canal  to  Port  Said  ; 
thence  to  Joppa  and  Jerusalem,  and  to  all  the  places 
of  historic  interest  in  the  holy  land,  among  which 
maybe  mentioned  Mount  Carmel,  Mount  Tabor,  Naz- 
areth, the  Sea  of  Galilee,  Damascus,  Baal  bee,  Beyrout, 


Smyrna,  and  Ephesus.  He  then  proceeded  to  Athens 
and  Constantinople,  where  he  crossed  the  Black  Sea 
to  Odessa,  ltussia  ;  thence  through  Poland  and  Iiun- 
gary  to  Vienua,  Austria,  from  which  point  he  returned 
through  Germany  to  Paris,  and  via  London  to  Edin- 
burgh and  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  to  Belfast,  Ireland, 
visiting  the  famous  Giant's  Causeway;  thence  to 
Dublin,  Queenatown,  and  home,  where  he  arrived 
April  14,  1872,  four  months  and  a  half,  into  which 
was  crowded  more  of  pleasure,  instruction,  and  bene- 
fit than  in  any  other  like  period  in  the  whole  of  the 
seventy  years  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Fletcher  married,  May  14,  1885,  Cynthia  A. 
Greene,  daughter  of  Watermau  Greene,  of  Rhode 
Island,  granddaughter  of  Nathan  Greene,  and  most 
probably  a  descendant  of  Gen.  Greene,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame.  She  was  born  Sept.  22,  1814.  To  them 
were  born  uiue  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,— Sarah  J.  (deceased),  born  July  19,  1887; 
Permella  F.  (deceased),  born  Feb.  5,  1840;  William 
H.,  born  Aug.  27,  1841 ;  Violetta  F.  (deceased),  bora 
June  24,  1843;  Mary  E.  (deceased),  born  Feb.  14, 
1845  ;  John  E.  (deceased),  bora  Jan.  8, 1847 ;  George 
F.,  born  Nov.  26,  1848;  Eliza  A.  (deceased),  bora 
Jan.  2,  1851;  and  Louis  P.,  born  Aug.  26,  1855.  Of 
those  now  living,  William  II.  is  married  and  has  six 
children ;  he  resides  in  Trenton,  N.  J.  George  F.  is 
married,  has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Raynham. 
Louis  P.,  now  a  widower,  has  one  child,  aud  resides 
with  his  father  in  Berkley. 


WALTKR  DKAN  NICHOLS. 

Walter  Dean  Nichols,  son  of  Abiel  and  Delia 
(Brings)  Nichols,  was  born  in  Berkley,  Mass.,  on 
April  28,  1814.  Not  much  is  known  of  the  life  of 
William  Nichols,  the  ancestor  of  the  Nichols  family 
in  Bristol  County.  He  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1689, 
came  to  this  country,  settled  in  Berkley,  aud  married 
Joanna  Paull,  daughter  of  John  Paul  I,  of  Berkley, 
previous  to  1721.  He  died  in  1754.  He  probably 
practiced  medicine,  as  he  was  called  doctor.  The 
union  by  marriage  with  the  Paull  family  doubtless 
was  a  source  of  strength.  His  son,  James  Nichols, 
was  one  of  the  most  promiuent  men  of  Berkley  at 
his  time,  and  was  houorcd  by  the  town  with  numer- 
ous offices  of  trust.  He  was  a  uiau  of  large  executive 
ability  and  was  engaged  in  numerous  real-estate  op- 
erations of  magnitude  in  various  parts  of  the  county, 
as  county  records  show.  He  was  born  iu  1732,  mar- 
ried Esther  Dean,  of  Berkley,  about  1764,  nnd  died 
1792.  He  was  grandfather  of  Walter  D.  Nichols,  and 
also  of  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Nichols,  recently  deceased. 

Walter  D.  Nichols  is  a  self-made  man,  having  re- 
ceived the  limited  education  which  he  obtained  in 
early  life  previous  to  the  uge  of  sixteen,  at  which 
period  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  a  painter, 
and  served  his  time  in  Fall  River  and  New  Bedford. 
In  1834,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  began  school- 
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teaching  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  Ontnrio  Co., 
N.  V.,  where  he  taught  five  months,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1835  went  to  Albnny,  N.  Y.,  and  worked  at 
his  trade  as  a  painter.  Ho  removed  thence  to  Red 
Hook,  on  the  Hudson,  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y., 
where  ho  remained  several  years,  nnd  in  1836  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Lucinda  Hcrvey,  daughter  of 
James  Hervey,  of  Berkley,  Mass. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Nichols  settled  at  Red 
Hook.  In  the  autumn  of  1896  he  removed  to  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  where  he  remained  two  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  he  removed  with  hi»  family  to  his 
native  town  of  Berkley,  where  he  has  since  resided.  I 
Mrs.  Nichols  died  Oct  20,  1840,  and  in  1846  he  mar- 
ried Tor  his  second  wife  Nancy  H.  Dean,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Dean,  of  Berkley.  The  children  by  the  first 
marriage  were  Fidelia  L.  (deceased),  Fanny  A.  (de- 
ceased), Mary  A.  J.,  and  Jesse  G. ;  by  the  second 
marriage,  Mary  N.,  Walter  D.,  Caroline  M.,  Emma 
O,  Sarah  E.,  James  II.,  Jamea  M.  D.,  and  Frank  H. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  one  of  the  "Argonauts  of  '49"; 
he  visited  California  via  Cape  Horn,  and  was  six 
months  on  tho  voyage,  and  after  a  varied  experience 
of  four  months  in  the  newly-discovered  "Ophir,"  he 
returned  home  by  the  way  of  tho  Isthmua  of  Panama. 
His  life  has  been  somewhat  varied,  he  having  fol- 
lowed his  trade  as  a  painter,  and  also  fishing  and 
farming,  besides  devoting  a  considerable  share  of  his 
time  to  t«aching.  He  has  taught  in  all  about  thirty 
winters. 

In  local  politics  he  has  taken  an  active  part,  first  as 
a  Whig,  during  the  existence  of  that  party,  and  since 
as  n  Republican,  nnd  has  held  every  office  in  the  gift 
of  his  towu«mon,  serving  ns  selectman  for  a  number 
of  yenrs.  In  186,1  he  was  a  member  of  tho  House  of 
Representatives,  and  in  18C4-66  he  was  a  member  of 
the  State  Senate,  and  the  last  yearserved  on  theCom- 
mittec  on  Valuation.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  all  public  affairs  in  his  town,  particularly  in  mat- 
.  tcra  of  education,  and  is  the  author  of  the  history  of 
Berkley  in  this  work. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols,  born  at  the 
old  homestead,  are  widely  scattered.  The  only  sur- 
viving daughter  by  the  first  wife  is  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Clarke,  formerly  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  now  a  resident 
of  Milwaukee.  Nancy  N.  Street,  eldest  child  by  the 
second  marriage,  is  a  practicing  physician  (homnxv- 
pathisl)  in  Cincinnati ;  Wnlter  D.  is  a  farmer  in  Kan- 
sas ;  Nancy  D.,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Freeman,  resides 
in  Anokn,  Minn.;  Caroline  M.  (now  Mrs.  Alden) 
and  Emma  C.  are  proprietors  and  teachers  of  the 
Kindergarten  in  Providence,  R.  I.;  Snrnh  E  (Mrs. 
Ocorge  E.  Royce)  resides  in  Berkley,  Mass. ;  Jamea 
M.  D.  is  a  resident  of  Colorado,  and  Frank  H.  lives 
with  his  brother  in  Kansas. 


A  l!  1  Kl.  BRK508  CRANE. 
The  name  Crane  is  variously  spelled  Crain, 
Crayne,  etc.,  but  all  were  originally  one  family. 
Jasper  Crayne  was  one  of  the  first  settler*  of  the 
New  Haven  Colony,  and  one  of  its  leading  and  moat 
influential  members.  He  was  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  fint  or  "fundamental"  agreement,  June  4,  1639. 
His  son,  Jasper,  Jr.,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  April 
2,  1661,  and  was  one  of  those  who  attempted  a  settle- 
ment of  lands  on  the  Delaware,  and  were  repulsed  by 
the  Dutch,  natives,  Swedes,  and  Finns.  Like  his  father 
he  was  a  man  of  influence  and  ability,  and  held  va- 
rious offices  and  positions  of  public  and  private  trust. 
The  family  of  Cranes  have  always  been  people  of  the 
highest  respectability  in  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut, 
and  wherever  their  descendants  are  to  be  found  they 
exhibit  the  same  spirit  and  characteristics  that  dis- 
tinguished their  pioneer  ancestors.  Four  of  this  name 
graduated  at  Brown  University  prior  to  1829,  eight 
at  Amherst  prior  to  1866,  eight  at  Yale  prior  to  1861, 
six  at  Harvard,  and  four  at  Dartmouth  prior  to  1860. 
Henry  Crane,  who  was  probably  the  ancestor  of  the 
Crane  family  in  Bristol  County,  was  a  native  of  Guil- 
ford, Conn.  He  was  representative  from  Kennel  worth, 
nnd  at  another  period  of  his  life  was  a  prominentman 
at  Killingworth. 

Bcrnice  Crane  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Berk- 
ley, Mass.  His  wife  lived  to  be  a  centenarian.  His 
son  Benjamin  married  Alinda  Briggs,  July  29,  1798. 
They  had  ten  children,  two  of  whom,  however,  died 
in  infancy.  All  the  others  lived  to  maturity.  Ben- 
jamin died  Oct.  10, 1866,  Mrs.  Crane  having  preceded 
him  one  year.  The  eldest  son,  8ilaa  A.,  graduated 
at  Providence  College,  in  which  institution  he  after- 
wards became  tutor.  Later  he  studied  divinity,  and  be- 
came pastor  of  an  Episcopalian  Church  in  Vermont. 

He  afterwards  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  became 
president  of  a  college.  A  few  yenrs  later  he  returned 
to  New  England,  established  himself  as  a  minister  at 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  spent  the  remaining  thirty 
years  of  his  life  there.  He  died  July  16, 1872.  Ben- 
jamin, another  brother,  was  also  educated  at  Provi- 
dence College,  taught  school  a  number  of  years,  finally 
settled  aa  a  farmer  in  his  native  town,  and  died  there 
Nov.  11,  1861.  Daniel,  another  son,  also  received  a 
collegiate  education,  was  a  farmer  and  school-teacher, 
and  n  great  bookworm.  He  was  noted  for  the  extent 
and  diversity  of  his  knowledge.  Of  the  daughters 
of  Benjamin,  Caroline  became  the  accomplished  wife 
of  Hon.  George  P.  Marsh,  who  was  four  years  minis- 
ter to  Constantinople,  and  twenty-one  years  minister 
to  Rome,  dating  from  1861  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
July,  1882.  Mr.  Marsh  was  an  author  of  merit,  as 
his  many  well-known  works  will  testify.  Mrs.  Marsh, 
who  survives  him,  is  also  a  writer  of  distinction.  In 
addition  to  other  literary  work,  she  has  translated  a 
number  of  poems  from  the  German.  Lucy,  the  other 
daughter,  married  a  celebrated  German  physician, 
resident  in  St  Louis,  Mo. 
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A.  B.  Crank,  the  fifth  son  of  Benjamin,  did  uot  re- 
ceive tiie  advunUge  of  a  college  training.  At  a  very 
early  age  he  developed  a  marked  taste  and  talent  for 
music.  And  while  the  general  tenor  of  his  life'a  work 
has  been  in  a  widely  different  field,  yet,  like  the  mag- 
net to  the  pole,  his  heart  lias  ever  turned  in  his  leisure 
momenta  to  the  "  harmony  of  sweet  sounds,"  and  he 
has  at  different  periods  of  his  life  contributed  to  the 
standard  musical  publications  and  collections  of  the 
day.  And  even  now,  in  the  autumn  of  his  life,  since 
the  period  of  his  business  career  has  closed,  he  amusea 
himself  and  whiles  away  the  hours  in  the  composition 
of  sacred  music.  While  he  has  never  made  music  a 
profession,  yet  it  has  been  the  study  of  bis  life,  and 
from  it  he  has  derived  much  pleasure  and  happiness, 
and  he  has  produced  many  prized  and  popular  pieces. 

He  began  his  business  life  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Newbcrne,  N.  0.  He  filled  this 
position  two  winters,  returning  North  during  the 
summer  months.  He  then  became  partner  in  the 
business,  which  was  continued  but  a  year  longer.  He 
then  returned  home  and  established  himself  as  a 
merchant  in  his  native  town  of  Berkley.  Most  of 
his  business  life  has  been  spent  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, having  at  different  periods  been  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Florida,  North  Carolina,  Rhode 
Island,  Boston,  Taunton,  Weir  Junction,  and  Berk- 
ley. During  the  years  of  1852-54  he  was  in  the 
pork  trade  in  Indiana.  Prom  1865  to  1872  he  was 
engaged  quite  extensively  in  shingle  manufacturing 
in  North  Carolina.  His  life  has  been  an  active  and 
diversified  one,  and  in  the  main  a  successful  one. 

Mr.  Crane  has  always  persistently  refused  acting 
in  any  official  capacity  when  he  could  consistently 
avoid  it,  partly  because  he  shrank  from  anything  sa- 
voring of  publicity  or  notoriety,  and  partly  because 
his  business  pursuits  called  him  so  frequently  and  so 
long  away  from  home.  He  has,  however,  been  more 
than  once  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  the 
cloak  of  office,  ne  has  been  town  clerk,  and  during 
the  war  he,  upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of  his  towns- 
men, acted  for  several  years  as  town  treasurer.  In 
1851  he  was  elected  representative  from  Berkley,  and 
again  in  1865  he  represented  the  district  embracing 
Berkley,  Freetown,  Fairhaven,  and  Acuabnet. 

He  united  with  the  Congregational  Church  in  1832. 
In  1848  the  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  was 
organized  and  the  chapel  built.  In  1872  the  church 
was  reorganized  as  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane  are  members.  He  has 
always  been  a  very  liberal  and  earnest  supporter  of 
the  church  and  one  of  its  most  devoted  members. 

In  1875  there  was  erected  in  Berkley  a  very  hand- 
some and  commodious  church  building.  Towards 
this  building  Mr.  Crane  was  a  liberal  contributor, 
and  tliis  structure  is  now  their  place  of  worship,  mid 
will  long  stand  as  a  monument  to  the  religious  zeal 
and  public  spirit  of  the  citizens  of  Berkley. 

On  Sept.  21,  1829,  A.  B.  Crane  married  EmmaT. 


Porter,  of  Berkley.  Their  children  are  Emma  P., 
born  July  20,  1830,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Bissett, 
of  Berkley;  Alexander  B.,  born  April  23,  1883,  now 
a  prominent  lawyer  in  New  York  City ;  Samuel  N., 
born  Oct.  6, 1835,  now  a  collecting  agent  in  New  York 
City;  Aaahel  P.,  born  Feb.  18,  1838,  died  Oct.  21), 
1850;  Heleu  II.,  bom  Feb.  9,  1842,  now  u  teacher  of 
French  and  music  in  Providence,  R.  I. ;  Rebecca  P. 
N.,  born  March  14,  1844,  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  Lu- 
cius R.  Eastman,  Jr.,  of  Framinghain,  Mass. 

DAN  I  BL  SUMNER  BRIOOS. 

D.  S.  Briggs  was  born  April  19,  1813,  in  the  town 
of  Vassalborough,  Me.  He  is  the  son  of  George  and 
Eunice  (French)  Briggs,  and  grandson  of  William 
Briggs,  who  about  the  year  1800  went  from  Dightou, 
Mass.,  to  Minot  (now  Auburn),  Me.  This  William 
Briggs  was  by  occupation  a  ship-carpeutcr.  George, 
his  son,  was  born  in  Dighton,  Mass.,  1781,  and  at  the 
age  of  eightceu  apprenticed  himself  to  Levi  French 
to  learn  tho  trades  of  tanner  and  shoemaker,  the 
latter  of  which  he  followed  through  life.  After  com- 
pleting the  term  of  his  apprenticeship  he  married 
Eunice,  daughter  of  tavi  French,  and  soon  after 
emigrated,  in  company  with  his  father,  to  Maine, 
where  he  resided  till  1819,  when  he  returned  to  Mas- 
sachusetts and  located  in  Berkley,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mr.  Briggs  was  a  man 
much  respected  in  the  community,  and  in  the  quiet 
walk  in  which  his  life  was  spent  did  his  part  well. 
He  was  chosen  selectman  of  Berkley,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  a  number  of  years.  He  wits  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Society,  and  in  political  fuith 
was  a  Whig.    He  died  in  1853. 

Daniel  S.  Briggs,  whose  portrait  we  publish,  is  one 
of  that  class  of  men  whose  life-work  will  give  liuge 
and  coloring  to  the  career  of  myriads  yet  unborn. 
Not  that  he  was  instrumental  in  inaugurating  or 
directing  any  great  revolution  or  reform,  but  he  has 
been  a  worthy  soldier  in  the  gruat  army  of  educators. 
The  teacher  who  instructs,  improves,  develops,  and 
properly  directs  the  mental  powers  of  a  child  into 
that  channel  which,  as  the  years  go  by,  shall  make 
him  or  her  an  intelligent,  useful  member  of  society, 
gives  coloring  and  shape  not  only  to  tho  life  of  that 
particular  man  or  woman,  but  through  them  to  that 
of  their  progeny. 

Mr.  Briggs  received  in  his  youth  only  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  the  schools  of  his  town  afforded, 
but  being  of  a  literary  turn  of  mind  he  gave  his 
leisure  moments  to  study,  and  at  the  early  age  of 
eighteen  he  begun  teaching  school,  and  from  that 
time  until  he  was  sixty  years  of  age  he  employed 
from  three  to  seven  months  of  almost  every  year  in 
instructing  the  youth  of  his  neighborhood.  During 
this  time  he  has  ttiught  a  number  of  terms  in  every 
district  in  Berkley,  and  also  several  years  in  adjacent 
towns.    Thus  for  more  than  forty  years  was  he  en- 
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gaged  in  sowing  the  needs  of  knowledge  in  the  fruitful 
soil  of  youthful  minds. 

Aug.  1,  1866,  he  received  an  appointment  as  post- 
master at  Berkley  (Commons),  and  has  continued  to 
hold  the  office  to  the  present  writing.  He  was  chosen 
selectman  during  the  .war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  held 
the  office  four  consecutive  years.  He  was  re-elected 
to  the  same  office  in  1882.  He  has  also  been  town 
clerk  of  Berkley,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  committee  many  years.  In  political  affinity 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  in  church  relation  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  Methodists. 

He  married,  Nov.  12,  1837,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Abiatha  and  8arah  Crane,  of  Berkley,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children, — Rowena,  horn  Nov.  18,  1838,  mar- 
ried Reuben  Stone,  of  Newton  Centre,  Mass.,  and 
Caleb  Sumner  Crane,  born  Nov.  16,  1840,  married 
Jcrusha  Luther,  is  a  farmer,  and  resides  in  Berkley. 
Mrs.  Briggs  died  Nov.  21,  1810.  Mr.  Briggs  married 
as  his  second  wife  Pcrmillia  H.,  daughter  of  Roliin 
Eaton,  of  Berkley,  Oct.  6,  1841. 

To  this  latter  marriage  there  is  no  issue.  Mr. 
Briggs  enjoys  a  serene  and  healthful  old  age,  and  is 
much  beloved  and  respected  by  the  entire  community 
in  which  he  resides. 


RKV.  THOMAS  ANDR08. 
Berkley,  which  was  originally  a  part  of  Taunton, 
was  incorporated  in  1736.  It  is  worthy  of  note  for  the 
many  distinguished  men  who  have  been  born  within 
its  borders.  Rev.  Samuel  Tobey  was  the  first  minister, 
being  settled  in  1737,  and  continuing  until  his  death 
in  1781,  holding  a  pastorate  of  forty-four  years,  exert- 
ing a  most  henigu  influence,  leaving  the  impress  of 
his  deep  piety  and  manly  character  upon  its  inhab- 
itants. The  second  minister  was  Rev.  Thomas  An- 
dros, a  native  of  Plainficld,  Conn.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  one  who  saw 
much  of  the  horrors  of  that  war,  being  a  prisoner  on 
board  the  old  Jersey  prison  ship.  Surviving  the 
perils  of  such  captivity,  he  entered  the  ministry  and 
settled  in  this  town,  where  for  about  forty  years  lie 
exerted  a  most  salutary  influence,  not  only  for  the 
cause  of  religion,  hut  in  awakening  a  love  of  sound 
learning  His  home  was  a  seminary  where  the  young 
men  of  his  parish  were  fitted  for  college,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  his  beneficent  labors  was  transmitted  to 
the  generations  that  succeeded  him.  Eminent  as  a 
theologian,  accomplished  as  a  scholar,  his  life  stands 
forth  as  a  signal  example  of  the  highest  type  or  Now 
England  charnctcr.  Among  those  who  have  Wen 
distinguished  as  men  of  eminence  that  have  been 
bom  here  and  educated  under  the  tutelage  of  Father 
Audros  were  Silas  Axtel  Crane,  D.D.,  Kov.  W.  M. 
Cornell,  M.D.,  D.D.,  LL.D..  Rev.  Jaboz  Fox,  Rev.  i 
John  Sanford,  Uev.  Baal  is  San  ford.  Rev.  Enoch  San-  ; 
ford,  Uev.  James  Sanford,  Itev.  Daniel  C.  Burt,  Hon.  ; 
Daniel  French,  Uev.  Julius  C.  Anthony,  Hon.  R.  L.  ' 


Hathaway,  Benjamin  Crane,  A.M.,  Hon.  Charles  O. 
W.  French.  This  is  but  a  partial  list  of  those  who 
received  their  early  training  and  inspiration  from  the 
eminent  pastor  and  teacher.  Though  nearly  forty 
years  have  elapsed  since  Father  Andros  passed  from 
the  scenes  of  his  earthly  labors,  the  town  still  holds  his 
name  with  reverence,  and  will  treasure  his  memory 
as  worthy  of  the  most  prominent  place  in  its  history. 
Mr.  Andros  had  a  large  family  that  grow  up,  but  his 
posterity  bearing  his  name  is  not  numerous.  Milton, 
his  youngest  son,  born  in  1823,  is  an  eminent  lawyer 
of  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

DARTMOUTH.1 

Geotraphlcel-Barthotomew  Goraold— till  Vlilt  la  then*  Sbaroa  In  ISO 
— Ttw  flrant  of  Dartmouth— Origin*!  Bcniode— Origin  or  the  Name— 
Kcclealantkal  Trimble*—  Raaltllng  Taxation— Court  Order*— Stringent 
li'Tiun  Indicted—  Imprtannment  of  Selectmen  of Dartmouth 
and  Tltrerton— Pel  1 1  Ion  to  lha  King— The  Taxaa  Ratnltlad  and  Prfcv 
onara  Bali— ad — Hletory  of  Early  Settler*  and  Proprietor*. 

Dartmouth  is  located  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  on  the  north  by 
Fall  Uiver  and  Freetown,  on  the  east  by  New  Bed- 
ford and  Buzzard's  Bay,  on  ibe  south  by  Buzzard's 
Bay,  and  on  the  west  by  Westport. 

In  the  summer  of  1602,  Bartholomew  Gosnold, 
while  fortifying  his  settlement  upon  the  little  islet 
within  the  island  of  Cuttyhunk,  had  crossed  the  bay 
— described  by  Gabriel  Archer,  the  chronicler  of  the 
expedition,  as  a  "stately  sound" — and  had  trod  upon 
the  shores  of  Dartmouth.  The  Indians  from  the 
mainland  had  visited  him  and  his  band  of  adven- 
turers in  their  island  home,  and  Oosnold  had  returned 
thoir  visits.  He  landed  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Round  Hills,  called  by  him  Hap's  Hill,  and  fol- 
lowed the  coast  westward  to  Gooseberry  Neck.  The 
locality  is  described  as  possessing  "stately  groves, 
flowery  meadows,  and  running  brooks,"  and  the  ad- 
venturers were  delighted  with  the  climate,  the  beauty 
of  the  country,  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil. 

Gosnold's  idea  of  planting  a  colony  in  this  vicinity 
failed,  and  the  territory  was  uninhabited  by  the  white 
man  until  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Ply- 
mouth. Looking  back  over  this  long  period  of  time, 
we  can  hardly  fail  to  discern  why  the  settlement  at 
Cuttyhunk  was  a  failure  and  the  settlement  at  Ply- 
mouth a  success.  Gosnold  and  Gilbert  and  Archer 
and  Rosier  and  Bricrton  were  gentlemen  adventurers, 
in  quest  of  novelty  and  the  excitement  of  a  bold, 
daring  enterprise,  with  a  hope  of  gain ;  and  when 


■  Tha  editor  ecknowledg-ee  bia  Indebtedness  for  tl>h  chapter  to  lha 
lion,  William  W.  Crapo,  being  a  portion  of  an  addreea  delivered  by  blm 
In  1B64.  Mr.  >"■■■>-  baa  ever  maolfeeted  a  pralaeworlhy  Inlaraat  la 
hletortcal  raattere,  and  baa  added  many  ratuabta  contribution*  to  tha 
hnttorlc  llteratare  of  the  SUIe. 
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they  had  unfolded  this  fair  land  and  had  collected  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  sassafras-root  and  cedar  and 
furs  to  load  their  little  bark,  the  only  bond  which 
then  united  them  was  the  cargo  they  had  collected, 
and  each  one  waa  ambitious  to  return  with  it  to  Eng- 
land to  profit  by  its  sale,  and  tell  the  marvelous 
stories  of  their  adventures.  We  do  not  wonder,  then, 
that  although  they  found  the  red-and-wbite  straw- 
berry "  as  sweet  and  much  bigger  than  in  England," 
with  "  great  store  of  deer  and  other  beasts,"  and 
feasted  and  grew  fat  upon  the  young  sea-fowl  which 
they  found  in  their  nests,  they  did  not  build  up  a 
permanent  settlement. 

On  the  other  hand,  Carver  and  Bradford  and  Wins- 
low  and  Brewster  and  Standish,  the  men  of  the  "  May- 
flower," came  from  far  different  motives,— not  from 
gain,  adventure,  or  novelty,  but  to  plant  a  colony 
which  should  be  permanent  and  enduring;  to  carry 
out,  heedless  of  privations  and  sufferings,  heedless  of 
the  scorn  and  oppression  behind  and  the  uncertain- 
ties and  dangers  before,  their  ideas  of  a  government 
founded  upon  equality,  justice,  and  religion.  The  col- 
ony at  Plymouth,  conquering  all  obstacles,  achieved 
permaneucy  and  growth,  and  from  thence  came  the 
early  founders  of  Dartmouth.  We  are  proud  of  our 
ancestry,  proud  that  the  men  of  Dartmouth  were 
Puritans.  Those  "stout-hearted  and  Qod-fearing 
men"  were  our  fathers.  Never  can  they  be  mentioned 
but  with  honor,  for  none  ever  did  more  or  suffered 
more  for  the  human  race.  Oppression  did  not  intimi- 
date nor  privations  turn  them.  They  were  stem  and 
unyielding  in  their  convictions  of  the  right,  and  thor- 
'  oughly  fixed  and  resolute  in  their  purpose  to  found  a 
Christian  commonwealth.  Inspired  with  the  one 
grand  idea  of  a  government  resting  upon  liberty  and 
religion,  they  thought  not  of  policy,  expediency,  or 
compromise,  but  listened  only  to  the  dictates  of  con- 
science and  duty.  Under  their  sturdy  and  uncon- 
querable willa  the  wilderness  yielded,  and  the  New 
*  World  was  open  to  a  nation  of  freemen. 

In  the  history  of  New  England  not  enough  prom- 
inence has  been  given  to  the  pioneer  colony  of  Ply- 
mouth. The  settlement  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony 
seems  to  have  overshadowed  in  history  the  import- 
ance of  this  first  civil  body  politic.  The  Plymouth 
Colony  led  the  van,  and  in  the  years  in  which  they 
were  alone  rested  the  whole  problem.  Encouraged 
by  the  success  of  the  Plymouth  settlement,  the  Mas- 
sachusetts colonists  were  emboldened,  under  the  pro- 
tection and  guidance  of  the  former,  to  apply  for  a 
royal  charter.  We  would  not  detract  from  the  merit 
of  Winthrop,  Dudley,  Saltonstall,  and  their  associ- 
ates, "  gentlemen  of  figure  and  estate,"  for  they  were 
men  of  faith  and  fortitude,  men  of  uncommon  wisdom 
and  heroism;  but  let  us  not  be  forgetful  of  those 
earlier  men  who  smoothed  the  way  and  opened  to  the 
men  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  lioston,  even  though 
for  a  short  distance  and  in  a  rude  manner,  the  path 
which  led  to  civil  and  religious  liberty. 


On  the  29th  day  of  November,  1632,  the  Indian 
chief  Wesamequan  (better  known  as  Massasnit)  and 
his  son  Wamsulta  (who  was  sometimes  called  Alex- 
ander by  the  English)  couveyed  by  deed  to  Wil- 
liam Bradford,  Capt,  Standish,  Thomas  Southworth, 
John  Winslow,  John  Cooke,  apd  their  associates  nil 
the  tract  or  tract*  of  land  lying  three  miles  eastward 
from  a  river  called  Cushenegg  to  a  certain  harbor 
called  Acoaksett  to  a  flat  rock  on  the  westward  side 
of  the  said  harbor.  In  this  conveyance  was  included 
all  the  land  within  these  boundaries,  "with  all  the 
rivers,  creeks,  meadows,  necks,  and  islands  that  lie  in 
and  before  the  aame,  and  from  the  sea  upward  to  go 
so  high  t  hat  the  English  may  not  be  annoyed  by  the 
hunting  of  the  Indiaus  in  any  sort  of  their  cattle." 

The  metes  and  bouuds  of  this  grant  do  not  appear 
to  be  very  definitely  or  clearly  stated.  More  attention 
seems  to  have  been  given  by  the  conveyancer  to  the 
consideration  which  the  Indian  chieftains  were  to  re- 
ceive. The  price  paid  was  thirty  yards  of  cloth, eight 
moose-skins,  fifteen  axes,  fifteen  hoes,  fifteen  |>air  of 
breeches,  eight  blankets,  two  kettles,  one  cloak,  two 
pounds  iu  wampan,  eight  pair  stockings,  eight  pair 
shoes,  one  iron  pot,  and  ten  shillings  in  other  com- 
modities. Even  in  those  early  days,  when  the  forests 
and  meadows  aud  streams  apparently  were  not  valued 
very  highly,  dissensions  and  disputes  arose  concern- 
ing the  title.  A  younger  son  of  Wesamequan,  Philip, 
sagamore  of  Pokannockett,  afterwards  known  as  one 
of  the  most  bloody  aud  remorseless  of  all  the  Indian 
warriors  under  the  name  of  King  Philip,  had  not  been 
consulted  or  had  not  given  his  written  assent  to  the 
original  conveyance.  He  soon  began  to  unuoy  the 
settlers  by  frequent  acts  of  trespass,  and  to  question 
the  correctness  of  the  boundary  lines.  We  find  by 
the  records  that  agents  (referees)  were  appointed  "to 
set  out  and  mark  the  bouuds,"  and  in  1666  Philip 
gave  a  quit-claim  which  quieted  the  title. 

This  large  tract  of  land,  comprising  the  limits  of 
old  Dartmouth,  was  divided  into  tbirty-fuur  parts  or 
shares.  Two  of  these  were  sub-divided,  so  that  the 
original  proprietors  numbered  thirty-six  persons,  of 
whom  three  were  women,— Sarah  Brewster,  Miss  Jen- 
nings, and  Sarah  Warren. 

Not  all  of  the  thirty-six  original  proprietors  nettled 
here.  Some  undoubtedly  bought  the  land  as  a  specu- 
lation or  investment  rather  than  for  a  home,  but  an 
inspection  of  the  names  convinces  us  thut  many  of 
them  located  permanently  within  our  borders.  We 
find  in  the  list  the  names  of  Howlaud,  Morton,  Ma- 
nassea  Kcmpton,  Dunham,  Shaw,  Soule,  Faunce, 
Sampson,  Delano,  Bartlett,  Palmer,  Doty,  Hicks, 
Brown,  and  Bumpa**,  names  familiar  to  us  even  in 
this  day,  and  constantly  recurring  in  the  history  of 
the  town. 

It  has  always  been  stated  that  the  old  towuslup  of 
Dartmouth  included  and  comprised  the  present  town- 
ships of  Dartmouth,  Westporl,  New  Bedford,  Fair- 
haven,  and  Acuahnet.    The  grant  of  land  from  the 
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Indian*  embrace*  these  towns.  But  the  records  of 
the,  colony  of  Rhode  Island  show  that  a  part  of  the 
present  towns  of  Tiverton  and  of  Little  Compton 
were,  prior  to  I74C,  a  part  of  Dartmouth.' 

The  origin  of  the  name  of  this  town  is  a  matter  of 
conjecture,  yet  the  inference  isan  easy  and  natural  one. 
The  "Mayflower"  and  "Speedwell,"  the  latter  having 
taken  on  board  her  priceless  freight  at  Leyden,  in 
Holland,  sailed  from  Plymouth,  in  Old  England,  and 
that  name  was  given  to  the  spot  where  they  landed 
in  New  England.  After  the  vessels  left  Plymouth, 
England,  a  disaster  occurred  to  the  "  Speedwell"  which 
compelled  both  vessels  to  put  back,  and  they  made  a 
harbor  in  the  seaport  town  of  Dartmouth,  in  the 
British  Channel.  Many  of  the  original  purchasers 
and  some  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  came  in 
the  "  Mnyflower,"  and  the  name  of  Dartmouth  was 
so  associated  in  their  minds  with  the  home  left  behind 
that  it  may  naturally  be  presumed  it  furnished  them 
with  the  name  for  their  new  home.  There  is  a  fur- 
ther coincidence  connected  with  the  name.  The  little 
vessel,  the  "Concord,"  which  brought  Bartholomew 
Gosnold  to  our  shores  in  1602  belonged  to  Dartmouth, 
in  England.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  we  de- 
rive our  name  from  this  fishing  town  on  the  river 
Dart  in  the  English  Channel.  How  wonderful  the 
clmngo  since  theu  t  While  the  present  old  Dart- 
mouth has  an  aggregate  population  of  thirty-seven 
thousand,  with  a  commerce  known  over  the  whole 
globe,  the  old  town  in  England,  with  a  population  of 
less  than  five  thousand,  is  as  little  known  to-day  as 
it  was  two  hundred  years  ago. 

The  inquiry  naturally  suggests  itself,  What  were 
the  prominent  causes  which  led  to  this  settlement? 
It  might  have  been  due  in  part  to  the  spirit  of  emi- 
gration and  change  of  locality  which  displayed  itself 
even  in  those  days  as  a  trait  in  the  New  England 
character;  it  might  have  been  the  rich  and  fertile 
soil  in  the  valleys  of  our  rivers,  fertile  certainly  when 
compared  with  the  sand-hills  around  Plymouth,  en- 
ticing to  agricultural  labors;  it  might  have  been  the 
accessible  and  capacious  harbors  of  the  Acushnet  and 
Ap|K>negansett,  and  the  safe  and  sheltered  anchorage 
they  afforded,  giving  promise  of  future  commercial 
importance ;  and  attractions,  perhaps,  were  found  in 
the  winding  beauties  of  the  Paskamaosett  and  Acoak- 
sctt.  However  much  these  and  kindred  influences 
may  have  contributed  to  the  early  settlement  of  Dart- 
mouth, there  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  cause  beyond  them 
all,  and  which  a  careful  reading  of  the  records  of  the 
colony  and  the  town  forces  me  to  adopt  as  the  chief 
reason  for  the  removal  from  Plymouth  to  Dartmouth. 
I  have  said  our  fathers  were  Puritans.  They  were 
more  than  that,— they  were  the  Protestants  of  the  Pu- 
ritans. They  were  in  sympathy  with  the  established 
government  at  Plymouth  in  everything  except  the 

I  -  Reced*  .»f  Colony  of  Rood.  Island  and  Proeldcnc*  Plantations," 
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one  matter  of  compulsory  taxation  for  religious  pur- 
poses. Fully  believing  in  freedom  of  conscience,  they 
had  early  conceived  a  strong  aversion  to  the  arbitrary 
imposition  of  taxes  by  the  civil  power  for  the  support 
of  a  ministry  with  which  they  were  not  in  unison, 
and  over  which  they  had  no  control.  The  early  rec- 
ords of  the  town,  imperfect  and  fragmentary  as  they 
are,  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  colony, 
plainly  tell  us  how  earnestly  aud  even  bitterly  this 
controversy  was  waged,  and  how  for  many  years  it 
was  the  source  of  discord  and  of  persecution.  The 
Plymouth  Colony  court  annually  apportioned  to  the 
town  a  tax  for  the  support  of  ministers  in  addition  to 
the  province  tax,  but  the  Baptists  and  Quakers  of 
Dartmouth  were  inflexible  in  their  resistance  to  it, 
and  while  the  province  rates  were  faithfully  met,  those 
for  the  maintenance  of  ministers  were  refused.  It 
also  troubled  our  good  rulers  at  Plymouth  that  our 
fathers  were  so  negligent  in  providing  stated  preach- 
ing according  to  the  established  Puritan  faith. 
Wo  find  this  order  of  the  court,  passed  in  1671,— 

"In  reference  unto  th*  town  of  Dartmouth  ft  b  ordartd  by  wart,  thai 
wherra*  ■  nsgiact  tin  but  year  of  th*  gathering  Is  or  th*  sum  of  flfUan 
pound!  according  to  order  of  court  to  bo  kept  In  stock  towards  th*  nip- 
port  of  such  as  may  diapen**  tb*  word  of  God  unto  them ,  It  Is  again  or* 
dered  by  tha  roart  that  lb*  sum  of  Oft***  Bound*  b*  this  -  rsr  l*eled  to 
b*  as  •  alack  for  lb*  m  aforesaid,  to  be  delivered  ante  Artbor  Halha- 
way  and  Sergeant  Shaw,  to  b*  by  then  Improved  a*  opportonlty  may 
pre**nt  for  th*  rod*  aforesaid." 

But  this  order,  like  others,  seems  to  have  been  of 
no  avail,  for  three  years  afterwards,  when  the  inhab- 
itants of  Dartmouth  had  met  together  for  the  settling 
of  the  bounds  of  the  town,  the  occasion  was  seized 
upon  for  haranguing  the  people,  "  at  which  time  the 
Governor,  Mr.  Hinckley,  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Walley, 
Lieut.  Morton,  and  John  Tomaon  did  engage  to  give 
meeting  with  others  to  propose  and  endeavor  that 
so  tn  o.  proviaon  may  be  made  for  the  preaching  of  the 
word  of  Ood  amongat  them."  • 

Even  the  calamity  which  came  among  them  at  this 
time  from  the  violence  and  cruelty  of  the  Indiana,  in 
the  destruction  of  their  homes  and  the  loss  of  their 
property,  did  not  soften  the  displeasure  of  the  gov- 
ernment at  Plymouth,  but  rather  served  as  an  oppor- 
tunity for  renewed  complaint  and  upbraiding.  This 
appears  by  the  order  of  court,  passed  in  October  of 
the  following  year : 

"This  roart  taking  Into  their  sectou*  conoid  station  the  treraenduus 
dispensation  of  Ood  toward*  th*  people  of  Dartmouth  la  suffering,  th* 
barbarous  heathen  to  spoil  and  destroy  nvnst  nf  their  habitation*,  th* 
enemy  being  greatly  ad  van  tag  sd  thereunto  by  their  scattered  way  of 
Using,  do,  therefor*,  order  that  In  the  rebuilding  and  resettling  thereof 
thai  they  so  order  It  as  to  lis*  compart  together,  at  least  In  each  village, 
as  they  stay  be  In  a  capacity  both  to  defend  thenteelrea  from  th**e*ault 
of  an  enemy,  and  Ui*  better  to  attend  th*  public  worship  of  Ood,  and 
ministry  of  the  word  of  Ood,  who**  carelessness  to  obtain  and  attead 
anto  w*  fear  may  bare  been  a  r  revocation  of  Ood  thus  to  chastle*  lhair 
contempt  of  Ilia  gospel,  which  we  earnestly  desire  th*  people  of  that 
place  may  eerlmtely  consider  of.  lay  to  heart,  and  b*  bumbled  for,  with 
a  solicitous  endeaeor  after  a  reformation  thereof,  by  a  slgoroa*  putting 
forth  to  obtain  an  able,  faithful  diap*n**r  of  th.  word  of  Ood  amongst 
U.em.  and  to  -norm rage,  them  therein  |  the  neglect  whereof  this  court, 
th.y  must  and  Ood  willing.  th*y  will  not  permit  for  the  fatora." 
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However  earnestly  the  Plymouth  court  were  deter- 
mined to  subdue  the  rebellious  and  heretical  spirit  of 
the  early  settlers,  it  does  not  appear  that  much  iuc- 
cesa  attended  the  effort.  The  Quakers  and  Baptists 
of  Dartmouth  were  from  the  same  §tern,  unyielding 
stock,  and  they  were  animated  by  a  sense  of  religious 
duty  as  sincere  and  exacting  as  that  which  influenced 
the  rulers  at  Plymouth. 

Stringent  laws  were  from  time  to  time  enacted,  but 
much  of  the  legislation  was  inoperative,  as  the  people 
of  the  town,  while  complying  with  the  letter  of  the  law, 
would  give  no  heed  to  its  spirit.  Laws  were  passed 
in  1692  and  1695  requiring  the  towns  to  provide  able, 
learned,  and  orthodox  ministers  to  dispense  the  word 
of  God.  •  Dartmouth  did  elect  a  minister,  but  the 
question  of  orthodoxy  then  arose.  In  1704  the  town 
was  indicted  for  non-compliance  with  the  law.  At  the 
town  meeting  held  Jan.  4,  1705,  this  indignant  reply 
was  sent  back  to  the  court: 

"  To  the  quarter  sessions  to  be  holden  at  Bristol 
the  8th  day  of  January,  1705,  we  understand  that 
our  town  is  presented  for  want  of  a  minister  according 
to  law,  to  which  we  answer  that  we  have  one  qualified 
as  the  law  directs,  an  honest  man,  fearing  God,  con- 
scientious, and  a  learned,  orthodox  minister,  able  to 
dispense  the  word  and  gospel  to  us." 

The  name  of  this  minister  does  not  appear  upon  the 
recordi  of  the  town. 

In  order  to  meet  this  question  of  orthodoxy  the 
Assembly  passed  a  law  in  1715,  in  which  the  preven- 
tion of  the  growth  of  atheism,  irrellgion,  and  pro- 
faneness  is  suggested  as  a  reason  of  its  enactment,  in 
which  it  was  provided  that  the  determination  of  who 
should  be  ministers  should  rest  ultimately  with  the 
General  Court  or  Assembly.  Dartmouth  still  refused 
obedience,  and  claimed  the  selection  of  her  own  min- 
ister. At  the  March  town-meeting,  1723,  in  defiance 
of  an  act  of  that  year,  Nathaniel  Howland  was  choseu 
minister,  receiving  fifty-five  votes,  while  Samuel 
Hunt,  a  Presbyterian  or  Independent,  and  the  first 
preacher  of  that  sect  in  our  town,  received  twelve 
votes. 

The  struggle  culminated  in  1724.  In  the  year  1722 
the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  passed  an  act  to  raise 
one  hundred  pounds  in  the  town  of  Dartmouth  and 
seventy-two  pounds  eleven  shillings  in  the  town  of 
Tiverton  (then  a  part  of  Massachusetts)  for  the  sup- 
port of  ministers,  whose  selection  wan  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  General  Court.  These  two  towns 
were  the  only  ones  in  the  Province  that  had  not  re- 
ceived any  Presbyterian  ministers.  To  blind  the  eyes 
of  the  people  this  sum  was  put  with  the  province  tax, 
and  was  afterwards  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  treasury. 
The  spirit  with  which  this  was  met  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Dartmouth"  can  best  be  seen  by  quoting  the  record 
of  the  town-meeting  held  Nov.  26,  1722.    The  record 

« It  balaf  Put  to  Tola  whether  tb.  whole  rate  of  o>.  hundred  aud 


pro.l.ce  ui.Ub.1.  by  lb*  eelecio.eu,  It  paeerd  1b  Hi*  Befallre.  And 
II  waa  pot  lo  MS  whether  eighty -one  pouude  twelre  .Mill..,",  bcluj  aa 
WS  ere  I.fonaed  by  our  repre~ut.il,.  to  be  our  jurt  pcoportiou  of  our 
prorluce  U>,  bo  fo.tl.wlil.  load,  by  lb.  eelectlueu  „f  e.id  Darteaoath. 
Voted  thai  It  oh.II  bo  mod*.  Thirdly,  Voted  Ihut  Ibo  cborfoo  arhdu*-  or 
Ml  ob  too  KlrctoioB  of  said  Uartsioa  lb,  either  by  oxrculkm  OH  Ibolr 
bedlM  or  MtltM  or  lu  appealls*  lo  Mil  >1  njroty  for  roll-*,  bo  roiord  by 
town  rata*,  fourthly,  Voted  that  eereu  hood  rod  poundo  bo  raioad  on 
tho  (.habitants  of  oald  Dartmouth  by  a  town  ralo,  for  srcarinc  Ibo 
eelectuMD  for  not  uuMuf  Ibo  ralo  of  oao  kliudrod  pound.,  aad  alao  for 
all  expanses  arising  la  our  eeutling  lo  Knglaud  lu  lilt  Majaely  ia  tka 
•bora  premleea.  fifthly,  Volod  that  Ibo  aetaclBten  aro  lo  bo  allowed  — 
•hlllluga,  each  of  Ihem,  a  day  for  erary  day  I  hey  lie  lu  Jail  ou  the  town 
account." 

The  town  was  thoroughly  in  earnest.  Only  five 
tax-payers  protested  against  this  appropriation  of  the 
seven  hundred  pounds.  This  sum,  large  for  those 
days,  was  to  be  met  by  the  tax  of  that  year,  and  was 
not  bequeathed  to  posterity  in  the  form  of  a  town 
debt.  Prior  to  this,  in  1696,  the  town  had  instructed 
the  selectmen  not  to  make  the  rates  sent  for  by  the 
general  treasurer  for  this  purpose,  and  in  the  same 
year  it  was  voted  that  Recoinpeuce  Kirby  and  Mark 
Jenne  should  have  fifty  shillings  apiece,  part  of  the 
money  they  paid  to  Capt.  Pope,  upon  the  account  of 
their  being  "  pressed and  it  was  also  voted  that 
there  should  be  a  rate  made  of  twenty-four  i>ouiids 
for  a  town  fund. 

The  bold  and  defiant  attitude  taken  by  the  town 
could  not  be  overlooked  by  the  province  rulers.  The 
refusal  of  the  selectmen  to  tunes*  the  tax  was  followed 
by  their  imprisonment  In  Bristol  jail,  where  they  re- 
mained about  eighteen  months.  The  persons  who 
were  imprisoned  were  Philip  Taber  and  John  Akin, 
selectmen  of  Dartmouth,  aud  Joseph  Anthony  and 
John  Sisson,  selectmen  of  Tiverton,  a  part  of  whom 
were  Baptists  and  a  part  Quakers.  An  embassy  was 
sent  to  England.  Thomas  Richardson  and  Richard 
Partridge,  who  were  Quakers,  interceded  in  their  be- 
half. Their  petition, addressed  to  the  King  in  Council, 
was  an  able  document,  and  nobly  did  it  plead  for 
freedom  of  conscience  aud  security  of  religion,  civil 
liberty,  and  property.  The  petition  was  considered 
at  the  court  of  St.  James  on  the  2d  dsy  of  June, 
1724,  when  were  present  the  King's  moat  Excellent 
Majesty  and  all  the  lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  the  obnoxious  taxes  be  remitted, 
and  that  Philip  Taber  and  his  fellow-sulfcrcrs  bo  im- 
mediately released  from  their  imprisonment,  and  the 
Governor  and  all  other  officers  of  the  province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  were  notified  to  yield  obedience 
to  these  orders.' 

This  brief  but  brilliant  record  of  the  sacrifices  and 
sufferings,  the  persistent  fidelity  and  the  triumphant 
success  of  the  humble  fathers  of  the  old  town  of 
Dartmouth  in  the  great  struggle  for  the  rights  of  con- 
science, which  is  still  going  on  throughout  the  Chris- 
tian world,  entitles  them  to  a  high  place  in  the  ven- 
eration and  gratitude  of  their  posterity.  They  share, 
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with  Roger  William*,  the  exalted  honor  of  declaring 
to  their  ruler*  and  to  the  world  that,  having  fled  from 
ecclesiastical  oppression  in  the  Old  World,  they  would 
resolutely  maintain  their  resistance  to  it  in  the  New; 
and  that  through  the  confiscation  of  their  good*,  the 
incarceration  of  their  person*,  amid*t  all  tho  hardship* 
of  a  new  *cttlcment  in  the  wilderness,  and  under  all 
the  horror*  of  savage  warfare,  they  would  never  falter 
in  the  assertion  and  maintenance  of  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  "perfect  liberty  in  all  matters  of  religious 


*  The  larger  portion  of  the  early  settler*  were  Friends, 
and  we  find  thorn  recognized  as  a  religious  body  in 
the  town  a*  early  as  16&3.  Their  first  meeting-house 
was  built  in  1699,  and  was  located  upon  the  spot  now 
occupied  by  them  at  Apponegansett.  Their  influence 
a*  a  sect  can  be  plainly  seen  and  felt  even  now,  and 
much  of  the  high-toned  morality,  generous  and  prac- 
tical philanthropy,  and  pure-minded  Christianity 
which  have  bles*ed  and  developed  our  people  ia 
owing  to  their  religious  teaching*. 

Next  to  the  Friend*  in  numbers  and  influence 
stood  the  Baptist*.  John  Cooke,  whose  name  wc 
meet  with  on  the  first  and  on  nearly  every  page  of 
the  early  record*  of  the  town  a*  a  deputy  and  a  se- 
lectman, filling  various  offices  of  trust  and  honor,  was 
a  Baptist  minister  for  many  years.  Rut  this  same 
town  official,  Oct.  29,  1670,  was  fined  ten  shillings 
"  for  breaking  the  Sabbath  by  unnecessary  traveling 
thereon."  If  the  record  of  the  caso  had  been  pre- 
served it  would  have  appeared,  we  think,  that  Elder  j 
John  Cooke  was  not  a  Sabbath-breaker,  but  traveling 
U|K»n  his  circuit  as  a  Raptixt  preacher. 

Nowhere  Upon  the  face  of  the  globe  ha*  the  prin- 
ciple of  self-government,  the  capacity  and  right  of 
men  to  make  laws  for  themselves  and  regulate  their 
municipal  affairs,  been  so  fully  illustrated  as  in  the 
early  history  of  New  England.  The  most  perfect 
democracies  that  mankind  ho*  ever  known  are  found 
in  the  enrly  New  England  town*.  Their  town-meet- 
ing* were  the  places  where  the  wholo  body  of  the 
citizens  met,  and  where  were  discussed  with  equal 
freedom  by  every  one  all  topic*  of  importance, 
whether  local  or  national,  moral  or  political.  Here 
they  learned  to  understand  their  rights  and  privileges 
as  citizens,  and  acquired  moral  and  intellectual 
strength  to  defend  them.  In  those  days  there  was  no 
centralization  of  official  duties  and  responsibilities 
as  now,  tho  government  did  not  rest  upon  a  few,  but 
every  man  was  compelled  to  give  his  time  nnd  judg- 
ment to  the  administration  of  the  town  affairs.  In 
order  to  secure  that  full  and  prompt  attendance  upon 
the  deliberations  of  the  town  which  the  business  re- 
quired, Dartmouth  voted,  in  July.  1674,  ten  years 
after  its  organization,  "  that  all  town-meetings  shall 
begin  at  ten  o'clock  and  continue  until  the  modera- 
tor duly  release  the  town,  not  exceeding  four  o'clock. 
AI*o  that  all  «uch  persons  as  do  neglect  for  a  year  all 
the  town-meetings  shall  forfeit  to  the  town  sixpence 


apiece,  and  for  coming  to  the 
pence  an  hour." 

No  wonder  that  with  such  rule*  our  early  munic- 
ipal nfTnir*  were  ably  administered.  True,  some  of 
the  legislation  of  the  town  may  aeem  to  u*  trivial) 
for  example,  that  every  householder  shall  kill  twelve 
blackbirds  between  the  months  of  January  and  May 
or  pay  a  penalty  for  the  neglect,  and  that  a  crow 
should  count  for  three  blackbird*,  but  yet  every  in- 
habitant became  most  thoroughly  a  part  of  the  town 
and  identified  in  its  prosperity  and  well-being. 

This  close  attention  to  public  business,  as  might  be 
supposed,  was  at  times  annoying  and  irksome,  and 
effort*  were  sometimes  made  by  individuals  to  avoid 
these  duties.  In  1751  this  article  was  inserted  in  the 
warrant  of  the  annual  meeting:  "  Whereas  the  East- 
erly and  Westerly  villages  in  said  town,  experience 
teaches,  have  often  neglected  and  omitted  their  duty 
in  coming  to  said  meetings  to  help  carry  on  and  man- 
age the  affair*  of  said  town,  especially  in  the  difficult 
seasons  of  the  year  and  foul  weather  (and  not  in  dan- 
ger of  being  chosen  to  troublesome  offices),  and  so 
have  at  such  times  trusted  and  almost  entirely  re- 
lied and  depended  on  the  Middle  village,  of  which 
the  body  of  the  poople  therein  inhabiting  live  remote 
from  said  house,  to  do  all  the  business  of  said  town, 
which  said  Middle  village* is  obliged  to  do  though  a 
hardship,  otherwise  said  town  would  have  incurred 
many  a  fine  for  neglect  of  duty,  the  want  of  grand 
and  petit  jurymen,  and  other  ways  suffered." 

In  order  to  meet  this  difficulty  it  was  voted  to  move 
the  town-house.  Rut  the  removal  of  the  town-house 
did  not  remedy  the  evil*  complained  of,  or,  if  this 
end  was  attained,  new  evils  arose,  for  the  next  year 
the  selectmen  inserted  an  article  in  the  warrant,  "  To 
see  if  the  person*  who  carried  away  the  town-house 
will  bring  it  back  again  and  set  it  up  in  the  same 
place  where  they  took  it  from,  in  as  good  repair  a*  it 
wa*  when  they  took  it  away,  and  for  the  town  to  act 
on  the  alfair  as  they  should  think  proper." 

This  town-house  I  infer  was  the  one  voted  In  1789 
to  be  built,  the  dimensions  of  which  were  to  be  "  nine 
feet  between  joints  and  twenty-two  feet  wide  and 
thirty-six  feet  long,  with  a  chimney  at  one  end,  with 
a  suitable  roof  and  window*  at  the  same." 

The  mode  of  conducting  the  town  business  was 
similar  to  that  now  adopted,  but  the  style  of  aome  of 
the  wurrnnta  would  not  be  tolerated  in  these  days. 
It  was  customary  for  the  selectmen  in  calling  a  town- 
meeting  not  only  to  slate  the  business  to  bo  consid- 
ered, but  also  very  elaborately  to  discuss  the  several 
subjects,  thereby  furnishing  to  the  people  not  only 
the  question  but  tho  argument*  in  favor  of  or  against 
it.  It  might  have  been  that  this  full  presentation  of 
the  merits  of  the  case  and  the  reasons  for  action 
elicited  more  attention,  and,  in  the  language  of  the 
old  town  clerk*,  was  productive  of  " large  debate." 
As  an  illustration  of  this  peculiar  and 
ture,  let  me  quote  from  the  record*. 
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The  sixth  article  in  the  selectmen'*  warrant  for  the 
March  meeting,  1741,  reads  thus, — 

■Tint  wbare*e  rich  courae  doae  much  abound  within  Mid  town,  many 
running  aboat  from  hoaee  to  bouee  lo  m^ir  their  awn  |mml  want, 
mleeraU j  neglecting  their  Camilla*  at  home,  which  U  the  only  euih  of 
many 'a  augerlng  who  are  not  capable  of  labor,  which  practice  U  to  the 
great  detriment  at  that  part  of  lb*  Inhabitant*  that  ara  ladualrMo*  and 
laborious,  which  pertuciou*  prattle*,  together  with  epcndlug  W  I  j  what 
tb*y  bae*  or  earn,  tea  grant  if  not  tba  only  cauaa  of  acarclly  of  broad  lu 
■aid  town,  now  to  paaa  a  rata  at  aald  meeting  for  tba  building  a  work- 
bouee  In  aald  town  tor  tba  aetUog  and  keeping  to  work  all  audi  pereune 
I  lhair  Una  aa  eboae  aUlad.  which  aald  rota  la  thought  by 


tbomoelrra." 

Another  example  of  this  presentation  of  reasons  in 
the  warrant  of  the  selectmen  occurs  in  1746,  when  an 
erfurt.  was  made  to  divide  the  county  or  create  a  new 
county-seat.  This  question  both  before  and  after  this 
date  engaged  the  attention  of  the  people  of  Dart- 
mouth for  many  years.  At  one  time  it  was  proposed 
to  divide  the  county  and  join  Tiverton  and  Little 
Compton  with  us  as  a  new  county.  At  another  time 
it  was  proposed  to  change  the  county-seat  to  Assonet 
as  more  central  than  Taunton.  The  question  was 
finally  settled  in  1828,  after  an  agitation  of  over  one 
hundred  years,  by  making  New  Bedford  a  half-shire 
town.  The  article  in  the  warrant  for  the  town-meet- 
ing held  in  1746  is  as  follows  : 

"To  cooaoll  and  rota  eomethlng  with  raspacl  to  petitioning  U.a  Gen- 
eral Court  that  wa  may  haaa  a  county  taken  off  or  mad  a  on  Ihla  aMa  of 
Aaeouet  Hilar,  otbarwlaa  wa  mutt  anarojdably  ba  *i  preened  to  go  and 
our  children  afrar  ua,  for  what  wa  know,  to  Taunton,  which  will  ba  up- 
ward* of  thlrty-Ste  nalla*  dletaoc*  for  many  of  aald  lubafaltaata,  which 
will  U  In  Ilia  Journey  extremely  ladloua  and  aiiwual.-v.it  Wing  too  far 
to  aat  out  from  oor  borne*  lo  (at  there  Ufora  U>a  court  eelta,  aa  llkawlaa 
tha  l.rganeo*  of  tba  county  aggraaeta*  tba  OM  by^raaaon  U.at  o,.a  oaa. 

In  tba  whoU,  It  will  ba  ledloue  and  eipanalae  to  plalntf",  defmadant, 

ilmaa  obliged  lo  go  ea.e'ral  llmaa  WnW  an  eautocnu  be  aat i lad  with  tha 
Judge  of  probata." 

It  was  certainly  very  convenient  for  the  people  to 
have  the  arguments  all  arranged  for  them  before  they 
were  called  upon  to  vote.  That  our  fathers  took  no 
offense  at  this  course  is  evident  from  its  constant  re- 
currence. 

Early  8ettlers.— The  following  is  a  list  of  early 
settler*  and  proprietors : 


Abraham  Akin. 
Jacob  Akin. 
John  Akin. 
Jonathan  Akin. 
Joaaph  Akin. 
Abraham  Allan. 
Benjamin  Allan. 


Caleb  Anthony. 
Abraham  Aehley. 
Jatl.ro  Aahlay. 
X  Nathaniel  llabUtt. 
Benjamin  Dabcock. 


Noal  Allau. 
Ililllp  Allan. 
William  Allan. 
Eachariab  Allan. 
William  Alay. 


Olcbard  Ik-dan. 
munpiuii  Ilcdeu. 
Jaramlah  Hernial 
John  Bennett. 
Stolen  Booth. 
Beujrunln  Burden. 
Edward  1 


John 
Joaapb  Boiden. 
William  Horde*. 
John  Brtgg*. 
Thorn**  tlrigge. 
Henry  Brlgbtaiea 
Thonua*  Bright 
Kieklel  Brownaal. 
Oaorge  Urownell. 


Benjamin  I 
David  I 
Jacob  Chace. 
JouaUun  GUrk. 
Thomaa  Coleman. 
Hannah  Cornell. 
John  Coniall. 
itamuul  Cornel). 
Thomaa  Cornell. 
Samuel  Ooruleb. 
Benjamin  Cory. 
Caleb  Oory'a  I. aire. 
Thomaa  Craudon. 
Cuualdcr  Crano. 
Paler  Orapo. 


Thueuaa  IteUno. 
Charnwnl  DaowranTllla. 
Joalah  Demoranvllle. 
Lou  I*  Damoranailla. 
Nabomlah  DwmoraaTllla. 
John  Panula. 
Jeremiah  Doroll. 
Mary  DmralL 
William  Derail. 
Akin  Durfee. 
Benjamin  Durfee. 


William  Karl',  halm. 
John  Flab. 
Tlwuiaa  Fitch. 
Kdniund  Kreomau. 
Thomaa  GeUhell. 
Henry  fJIdley. 
Bnujemlu  Clifford. 
Ctirtetopher  Gtaord. 
Kuo*  GlOurd. 
Jeremleii  Giftord. 
Joeeph  GiSbrd, 
LeTl  filaTwrd. 

Robeit  tiifT..rd. 


Jetliro  lle.lha.way. 
Juhu  llallinway. 
Jouathan  Hathaway. 
Meltlah  Hathaway, 
belli  llelluiway. 
riyltauue  Hathaway. 


i  Hathaway, 
i  Ualhaway  (td). 
Jonathan  Head. 
Uabriai  Hla. 
Joaapb  Him. 
Mary  Hli 
Samuel  Ulx. 
Kipealanoa  llolnree. 
Ahnar  Howard. 


Nlcolaa  Howkud. 
ioelh  Howland. 
Samuel  II  nut. 
VaieuUleel 
Job  Jauue, 
John  Jemw. 
John  Jenna,  Jr. 
Lattice  Jeune'a  a  el  re. 
Luther  Jeuua. 
Mark  Jenna. 
Saniael  Jauua. 
Bath  Jenna. 
I  Joy. 


al  Lake. 
>  lalphatti. 
Hlchola*  Lat.be  ao. 
George  Lawkm. 
A  btnl  llacanbar. 
Kphraliai  Mau.inbor. 
John  Maoumher. 
Samuel  elecumber. 
Thomaa  Macolnhar. 


1'otor  Merrihaw. 
Job  Milk. 
Lemuel  Milk, 
both  Morton. 
Abuer  Uoohar. 
Benjamin  Moaner. 
Conetanl  Moaber. 
Daniel  Moaltar. 
Hugh  M.adaer. 
John  Moaber. 
Jonatlutu  Moaber. 


i  Nye. 
Park**-. 
Joaaph  Peckbam. 


Daald  Petty. 
Kdmuad  Pop*, 
laaac  Pop*. 
SuUi  Pope. 
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John  Potter. 
Nathaniel  PotUr. 
Stephen  Potter. 
:- 1  ■  k  ra  Potior. 


Samuel  1 
William  Rbler. 
Daniel  Roger*. 
Phtllp  Rofam. 
George  Itoare*. 
John  Rnaaell. 
J.dtn  Rnaaell,  Jr. 
Jonathan  Ruaeell. 
Jnanph  Haaaell. 
Jnaeph  Rnaaell,  Jr. 
Tlmraa*  Kuaarll. 
llentj  KampeoH. 
Janiri  S*ni|  ■*•!>. 

.Jr. 


Jolin  siif.ii  man. 
Juohna  Mir»i  iixii. 

Pelee;  s  

Philip  Bhe*rm*n. 
Samuel  Shearman. 

William  SI  i     rn.n  n 

Daniel  81    i  1'  i  ■! 
Jnhn  Shepherd. 
Jamre  Slaion, 
Elreier  Hlocnm. 
(Hie*  Slucnm. 
Mary  Slocata. 
Pelan;  d  locum. 


Ileieklah  Smith. 
Humphrey  Smith. 
IxmM  Smith. 
Jmlah  Smith. 
Maty  Smith. 
Pelee;  Smith. 
A  mo.  Rnell. 
Rettjamln  Sowle. 
OroreeS.iwle. 
Jacob  Sow  Ik 
John  Sowle. 
Jonathan  Sowle. 
Nnlhaulel  Row  I*. 
Timothy  Sowle. 
William  Bowl*. 
n-nj«mln  I 


John  Sj.ionfr,  Jr. 


.Jr. 


Waller  Sponner, 
William  Sponner. 
Jnaeph  Ataflurd. 
Jnhn  Snmmara. 
Jacob  Talwr. 
Jacob  Tal»r,  Jr. 
Jol 


Pblllp  Taber. 
Philip  Tahar.  Jr. 
Ste|ilifo  Taber. 
Thnmaa  Tuber. 
Thoma*  Taber,  Jr. 
William  Taber. 
Jonathan  Tnllmau. 
Ru*tMif*r  Tlnkham. 
John  Tlnkham. 
Trtor  Tlnkham. 
Rllaha  Tolwy. 
Jonathan  Tub**. 
Jonathan  Toboy. 
I  Toboy. 


1  Tripp. 
.Tripp. 
P*l«t  Tripp, 
Richard  Tripp. 
Timothy  Tripp. 
Abraham  Tnckor. 
Henry  Tucker. 
John  Tin  kf  r 
Joetph  Tucker  anil  ■ 
Christopher  Tomer. 
Benjamin  Walt. 
Reuben  Wall. 
Thomae  Walt. 
Richard  Ward. 


Joaeph  Wearer. 


Same  el  Wee*. 
Sle|-hen  \\  tat. 


George  White. 
John  White. 
Rotate  While. 
Samuel  White. 
William  Whlta. 
BripUi  Wllboor. 
Stephen  Wilcox. 
Daniel  Wilcox. 
Jeremiah  Wilcox. 
Samuel  Wilcox. 
Samuel  Wlllla. 
I  Wing. 
I  Wing. 


.Jr. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 
1>  A  KTMOOTH .— {  Cbari*  Mat, ) 
DOCl'MBNTART  niSTORT. 

At  the  June  term  of  the  Plymouth  Colony  Court, 
in  tho  year  1664,  it  was  ordered  that  "  all  that  tract 
of  land  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Acushena,  Ponaganseti,  and  Coaksett,  is  allowed  by 
tho  courts  to  be  a  township,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  have  liberty  to  make  such  orders  as  may  con- 
duce to  their  common  good  in  town  concernments, 
and  that  tho  said  town  be  henceforth  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Dartmouth." 

Territorial  Limits  of  Dartmouth.— Dartmouth 
was  thus  described  in  the  original  grant:  "A  tract 
or  tracts  of  land  known  by  the  name  of  Accushena, 
aliaM  Aquset,  entering  in  at  the  western  end  of  Nakata, 
and  to  the  river  Cookset,  alint  Ackees,  and  places 
adjacent,  the  bounds  of  which  tract  fully  extend 
three  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  most  easterly  part 
of  the  river  or  bay  Accushenah  aforesaid,  and  so  along 
the  sea-side  to  the  river  called  Cooksett,  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  Point  Pirril,  and  to  the  weatermoet  side 
of  any  branch  of  the  aforesaid  river,  and  extending 
eight  miles  into  the  woods  with  all  marshes,  meadows, 
rivers,  waters,  woods,  appurtenances  thereto  belong- 
ing."' 

JG34.  Samuel  Cornell  was  chosen  representative. 

May  29,  1686.  Jonathan  Deline  and  Joseph  Tripp 
are  chosen  debitys ;  Beth  Pope,  Jonathan  Russell, 
and  Thomas  Taber,  selectmen. 

It  was  further  agreed  at  the  said  Town  Meeting 
the  29*  May  1686  that  for  the  repairing  of  the  high- 
ways the  village  of  Onset  shall  extend  so  far  as 
Peleg  Slocums  and  ponagansett  village  from  thence 
to  Hczekiah  8miths  and  that  Cokset  village  shall 
repare  the  railways  from  the  westermost  sid  of  this 
township  to  the  east  sid  of  Nocachak  river  and  pon- 
agnnaett  from  thence  into  the  east  sid  of  the  next 
swamp  to  the  east  of  the  next  swamp  which  is  about 
the  midway  between  the  mill  and  Cushnet  and  acush- 
net  village  to  repare  from  thence  to  the  east  side  of 
this  township,  it  is  further  ordered  at  the  town 
meeting  the  29*  May  1686  that  whereas  it  doth  ap- 
pear that  Indian  Robben  living  at  Saconet  did  kill  a 
wolf  some  time  this  last  year  within  the  township  of 
Dartmouth  that  he  shall  have  six  shillings  paid  unto 
him  out  of  the  town  rate  by  the  constable  at  some 
convenient  time  after  the  making  of  this  year's  rate 
and  that  any  indian  or  indians  that  shall  kill  any 
wolves  or  bares  hereafter  within  this  township  and 
bring  the  heads  of  said  wolf  or  bare  to  the  constable 
shall  have  six  shillings  paid  unto  him  or  them  for 
etch  wolf  or  bare  so  killed.  Also  ordered  that  the 
English  shall  have  teen  shillings  for  the  killing  of  a 
wolf  or  a  bare  within  this  township  paid  out  of  the 
town  rate  by  the  constable. 
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Feb.  4,  1685.  At  a  town  meeting  held  in  Dart- 
mouth 4*  of  Feb.  1685  John  Cook,  Seth  Pope 
and  Joseph  Tripp  are  chosen  A  jants  to  apear  at 
month  Court  Next  to  be  holden  at  New  plymot  and 
there  to  mule  answer  to  said  Court  in  the  Town's  be- 
half for  the  Towns  not  making  of  a  Rate  of  twenty 
pounds  this  year  for  the  incorregment  of  a  minister 
to  preach  the  words  of  Ood  amongst  them. 

May  24,  1686.  At  a  town  meeting  the  24  May, 
1686,  John  Cook  chose  Debity  Joseph  Seth  Pope 
and  four  others,  Deline,  Selectman,  James  Sisson 
Constable  Recompense  Grand  jury  men.  John 
Spooner,  John  Shearman  and  George  Cadman  sur- 
veyors of  the  highways.  It  is  also  ordered  that  all  our 
Town  meetings  shall  be  held  at  or  near  the  mil)  in 
Dartmouth  until  the  town  sees  cause  to  order  it 
otherwise. 

May  22, 1674.  At  a  town  meeting  the  22-  of  May 
in  the  year  1674  John  Cook  was  chosen  debity  Arthur 
Hathaway  Grandjuryman  William  cad  Constable 
John  Russell  iams  Shaw  and  William  Palmer  select- 
men. Daniel  Willcox,  Peleg  Sharman  and  Samuel 
Cudbard  surveyors  and  James  Shaw  Clerk. 

July  22,  1674.  At  a  town  meeting  22a  July  1674 
it  is  ordered  that  all  our  town  meetings  doe  beginne 
at  ten  of  ye  clocke  and  to  continue  untlll  ye  moder- 
ator doly  release  the  town  not  exceeding  four  of  ye 
clock. 

It  is  all  so  ordered  that  all  such  persons  as  doe 
necklectt  to  a  yeer  all  the  town  meetings  shall  for- 
fitt  to  the  town  1  shilling  and  six  pence  a  pece  and 
for  coming  to  meeting  to  Catt  three  pence  an  hour. 

It  is  also  ordered  that  the  town  clarke  shall  gather 
op  all  a  for  said  finnes  and  shall  have  ye  on  hullfo  of 
them  for  his  pains  and  in  ceace  any  doe  refuse  to  pay 
them  returne  the  neame  to  ye  town. 

It  is  ordered  by  the  towne  by  vote  that  there  shall 
be  no  alternative  in  the  rulle  of  for  this  following 
year. 

Henry  Tucker  Joseph  Tripp  and  Jeames  Shaw  are 
chosen  reatters  for  this  following  year. 

May  24,  1686.  A  list  of  the  names  of  the  Towns- 
men of  Dartmouth  who  have  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity 


James  Sisson 
John  Spooner 
Nathaniel  Soule 
John  Terry 
Eleazer  Smith 
Return  Babcock 
William  Spooner 
Lettice  Jeney 
George  Cadman 
James  Triple 
Samuel  Jeney,  Jr. 
John  Hathaway 
Josiah  Smith 
Joseph  Russell 


Sq. 


John  Cook 
John  Russell : 
John  Smith 
Samuel  Jene:  Sener 
Arthur  Hathaway 
William  Woods 
James  Sampson 
John  8hearman 
Seth  Pope 
Joseph  Tripp 
Jonathan  Russell 
Jonathan  Delano 


Corn  well 


Hezekiah  Smith 
Deliverance  Smith 

 Shearman 

 Howland 

John  Earl 
Ralph  Earl,  Jan. 
Ralph  Earl,  son  of  Wm. 
Earl 


Peck  ham 
William  Macomber 
Samuel  Willcock's 
James  Franklin 
Sainuol  Spooner 
William  Wood 
Anthony  Savory. 


July  29,  1709.  Henry  Howland  was  agreed  with 
to  make  a  pair  of  stocks  and  whipping  post. 

June  7, 1728.  David  Shepherd  to  have  "  t*n  pounds 
for  the  year's  service  to  be  p«  50»  a  quarter."  Persons 
that  "  improve  the  respective  that  are  provided  by  the 
general  court  shall  pay  them  their  wages,  and  all  the 
others  are  hereby  exempted."  Christopher  Faunce 
was  presented  for  a  "grammar  schoolmaster"  and 
accepted. 

Dec.  16,  1746.  Town  petitioned  "the  Great  and 
General  Court''  that  a  "  New  County  may  be  taken 
off  or  made  on  this  side  of  Asaonet  River." 

(That  part  of  the  warrant  for  the  meetiug  Dec.  16, 
1746,  that  has  reference  to  the  county  matter  is  as 
follows.)  To  consult  and  vote  something  with  respect 
to  petitioning  the  General  Court  ql  we  may  have  a 
County  Taken  oft"  or  Made  on  this  side  Assonet  River, 
otherwise  we  must  unavoidably  be  obliged  to  go  and 
our  children  alter  us  for  what  we  know  to  Taunton 
which  will  be  upwards  of  thirty-five  miles  distant 
for  many  of  said  Inhabitants,  which  will  be  in  the 
extreme  tedious  and  expensive,  it  being  too 
far  to  set  out  from  our  Homes  to  get  there  before  the 
Court  setts,  as  likewise  the  of  the  County  agra- 
vates  the  case  by  reason  that  one  case  must  wait  for 
another  and  is  at  times  the  occasion  of  adjourn- 


In  the  whole  it  will  be  tedious  and  expensive  to 
Plat,  defend  Jurymen  and  Evidences.  Rut  more  es- 
pecially to  poor  widows  who  are  oft  times  obliged  to 
go  several  times  before  an  estate  can  be  settled  with 
the  judge  of  probate. 

1732,  February  the  ninth  day  1731  or  1732,  then 
ree'd  of  Robert  Kirby,  of  Dartmouth,  in  New  Eug- 
land  the  sum  of  live  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  cur- 
rent money  of  New  England,  or  bill*  of  credit  from 
him,  due  to  me  and  in  full  payment  and  being  in  full 
fur  a  bond  of  five  hundred  und  fifty  pounds  in  money, 
buring  date  February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1731 
from  R.  Kirby  to  me  the  »*  Wate,  in  witness  whereof 
I  the  »*  Wate  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal 
this  ninth  day  of  February  iu  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  aud  thirty-one  or  thirty-two  &  the 
fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Second  King  of 
Great  Britain  Ac.  signed,  scaled  and  delivered  iu 
preseuce  of 

Nathaniel  Soule. 

Johnalhan  Gilford.  Benjamin  Wate. 


Bristol  vs.    To  the  constable  or 
mouth  or  either  of  them  greeting 


of  Dart- 
are  in  his 
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majesties  name  to  require  you  to  notify  all  the  free- 
holder* nnd  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  nforco*  that 
are  qualified  a*  tho  law  directs  to  vote  in  town  meet- 
ings that  they  meet  together  all  the  town  houao  in 
So.  Dartmouth  on  Tuesday  the  second  of  July  then 
and  there  to  act  on  the  following  particular.  First  to 
agree  with  the  town  treasurer  what  he  shall  have  for 
his  service  thia  ensuing  year.  Secondly  to  call  the 
committee  to  an  account  that  was  chosen  to  make  up 
accounts  with  the  trustees  &  town  treasurer  and  former 
selectmen.  Thirdly  to  conclude  wether  or  not  to  re- 
turn 8tephen  Peckham's  fine  for  not  serving. 

The  foregoing  report  of  the  committee  was  ac- 
cepted by  a  unanimous  voto  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
persons  present. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Wat  and  the  Honorable  Walter 
Spooner,  Esq.,  are  unanimously  chosen  delegates  for 
the  town  of  Dartmouth  to  represent  them  in  conven- 
tion convened  to  meet  at  Boston  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  June  next.  The  foregoing  Report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  accepted  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  persons  present. 

March  23  1734  Ye  23d  of  ye  month  called  March 
1731  voted,  thnt  such  vilage  shall  have  free  toleration 
to  elect  a  school  master  for  each  vilage,  to  be  paid  by 
n  rate  upon  each  vilage  if  the  said  vilagca  see  cause 
to  elect  one,  &  that  vilago  which  shall  clear  the  town 
of  being  fined  for  wantof  a  grammar  school  master,  by 
procuring  a  lawfull  one,  shall  receive  ten  pounds  to 
be  paid  by  the  whole  town  in  general  A  that  every 
person  or  persons  in  each  of  a'  vilages  shall  have  free 
access  or  liberty  to  send  their  children  to  s4  master 
forbenifittof  the  lattin  tongue  but  no  other:  at  an 
annual  meeting  in  March  1733,  voted— That  William 
Lake  ss  grammar  school  master  at  forty  five  pounds 
pr  annum :  Voted, — That  all  people  who  receive 
benifitt  or  ye  s*  schoolmaster,  by  sending  their  chil- 
dren, shall  frankly  give  a*  master  their  proportionable 
part  of  his  dqct,  washing  A  lodging — also  he  shall  be 
removed  by  order  of  tho  selectmen. 

William  Palmer  is  accepted  off  by  a  vote  of  the 
town  as  a  school  master  at  fifty  pounds  a  year  in  the 
nlil  favor  and  the  town  shall  find  him  arid  ho  to  have 
liberty  to  teach  the  art  of  navigation. 

81avery.-l>ec.  24  178A  July  9  1770  Wheras  Elna- 
than  Sampson  of  Dnrtmouth  in  the  County  of  Bristol, 
&  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England, 
Blacksmith  did  on  tho  Eighth  Day  of  November  A.D. 
1869,  at  public  auction  purchase,  buy  and  become 
possessed  of  a  negro  man,  slave  named  Venter  aged 
about  forty  five  years  as  may  appear  by  a  Bill  of 
Sale  of  saiil  negro,  given  to  the  said  Klnathan  Samp- 
son, by  Job  Williams  a  Dcbuty  Sheriff,  in  said  County 
of  Bristol,  who  was  then  taken  and  sold  by  virtue  of  a 
Writ  of  Execution  wherein  one  Daniel  Russell  was 
creditor  and  one  Jeremiah  Child  debtor,  as  the  proper  ! 
Estate  of  the  said  Jeremiah  Childs,  before  the  said  , 
sale-and  the  said  Klnathan  Sampson  did  afterwards  ' 


convey  one  half  of  the  said  negro  to  John  Chaffee  of 
said  Dartmouth  =  Spermacetti  Manufacturer — 

Theso  are  therefore  to  certify  whomsoever  it  may 
concern,  that  be  the  said  Klnathan  Sampson  A  John 
Chaffee  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  twenty 
one  pounds — six  shillings  A  five  pence,  lawfull  money 
of  Province  to  us  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  negro 
man  Venture,  the  receipt  whereof  we  hereby  acknowl- 
edge, have  acquitted  A  renounced  all  Right,  Title  or 
Interest,  whatever  in  and  to  aaid  negro,  A  do  hereby 
set  him  at  full  liberty  to  act  his  own  will  from  the 
rate  hereof  forever.  In  whereof  we  have  here- 
unto set  our  hand  and  seal  this  J  70J  22  day  of  Janu- 
ary—Daniel Shepherd  was  agreed  with  to  be  one 
town  school  master  for  the  year  following  and  to 
have  £18,  and  his  did  for  his  services  for  the  year. 

It  is  also  ordered  at  said  meeting  that  every  house- 
holder being  a  planter,  shall  kill  12  black  bird,  be- 
tween the  first  day  of  January  and  the  middle  of  May 
yearly  on  pain  of  forfeiting  three  half  pence  for  every 
bird  they  shall  neglect  killing  of  s4  number,  s4  for- 
feitures to  be  added  to  such  persons  town  rate  yearly, 
to  be  paid  into  the  town  stock,  and  further  it  is 
ordered,  that  every  black  bird  that  shall  be  killed 
within  the  town,  within  the  times  limited  over  the 
number  of  12  to  each  planter  as  above,  shall  be  paid 
1  peny  out  of  the  town  stock,  or  be  abated  out  of  the 
rate  in  the  next  town  rate.  It  is  also  ordered  that 
each  crow  that  shall  be  killed  within  said  time  yearly, 
shall  bo  scorred  for  three  black  birds.  It  is  also 
ordered  that  Joseph  Tripp,  Matthew  Wing,  Nath. 
Howland,  John  Russell,  and  Isaac  Spooner  be  the 
persons  to  take  account  of  what  birds  are  killed  in 
the  town  and  give  an  account  yearly  to  the  Select- 
men so  that  the  pcnaltie  may  be  paid  on  such  as  are 
negligent  and  money  may  be  raised  to  pay  them  that 
kill  more  than  their  number. 

It  is  ordered  that  there  shall  be  a  law  book  bought 
for  the  town's  use  and  be  paid  for  out  of  the  town  rate 
assessed. 

Ninth  day  of  July  in  the  Tenth  of  his  Majesty's 
Reign  Anno  Domini  1770,  eigncd  and  sealed  in  pres- 
ence of 

Edward  Pope   Elisha  Tobey 
Francis  Rotch    Elnathan  Sampson 
John  Chaffee 
July  9**  1770  Personally  appeared  Elnathan  Samp- 
son aud  John  Chaffee  A  acknowledged  this  Instru- 
ment to  be  there  act  and  deed  before  me,  Elisha 
Tobey  Just,  of  the  Peace. 

Recorded  by  mo  this  18*  day  of  July  1770 

Benjamin  Aikin,  Town  Cterk. 
August  9"*,  1780.— Warrant  for  voting  for  Gov.  A 
L't-Gov.  A  Councillors  A  Senators.   This  is  the  first 
warrant  under  the  new  constitution. 

Sep't.  4,  1780.— Votes.    Jn«  Hancock  Gov'  79. 
Th*  bushing  54.    L't  Gov.  Walter  Spooner  A  Tho 
Durfee,  sen  A  coun.  66  votes.    George  Leonard  62. 
There  was  of  Coun.  no  opposition  ticket. 
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December  j*  —  day  1788.— For  the  choice  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  to  go  to  Congress :  Phanual  Bishop 
eight  votes.  George  Leonard  had  six  votes,  also  at 
said  meeting  choose  Electors  (viz.)  Holder  Slocum 
had  nine.  Phanual  Bishop  nine  votes.  David  Cobb 
had  three  vote*.  Walter  Spooner  had  3  votes.  Wil- 
liam |  |  had  2  votes. 

Recorded  by  Benjamin  Akin, 

'Ibwn  CUrk. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 
DAttTMOUTH.-<  CW....«I.) 

WAa  Of  THE  KXYOLUTION.i 

Fin.  Actios  of  Hi*  Town— Tli*  Town-M**ling  of  1774-Tli.  R**aW**- 
PalrioUo  Wom.o-TU.jr  Kotul t .  lo  DUmMlluiM  Ih.  Um  of  Ta.-Iot.r- 

Dabtuodtu  was  in  no  respect  behind  her  sister 
towns  of  Massachusetts  in  devotion  and  sacrifice  to 
the  cause  of  liberty.  She  contributed  freely  in  men 
and  money,  and  although  we  find  in  the  military  an- 
nals of  the  period  no  natnei  of  distinction  belonging 
to  the  town,  yet  we  know  that  her  people  were  thor- 
oughly in  sympathy  with  the  Revolution.  On  the 
nineteenth  day  of  September,  1768,  Walter  Spooner 
was  appointed  by  the  town  to  represent  it  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  Boston,  to  consider  what  wise  and  prudent 
measures  should  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  distress 
and  misery  which  were  likely  to  come  upon  them  by 
reason  of  the  number  of  regular  troops  to  be  quar- 
tered in  Massachusetts.  In  1774  a  town-meeting  was 
called  "  to  take  into  the  most  mature  and  serious  con- 
sideration the  melancholy  and  distressing  situation  of 
public  affairs  of  this  province,  and  to  adopt  and  pur- 
sue all  those  rational  and  justifiable  methods  which, 
by  the  blessings  of  heaven  attending  our  endeavors, 
will  have  the  greatest  tendency  to  remove  from  us 
and  our  fellow-sufferers  those  troubles  we  feel  and 
fear  under  the  present  frowns  of  the  British  admin- 
istration." 

The  town-meeting  was  held  July  18,  1774.  Hon. 
Walter  Spooner,  Benjamin  Akin,  Esq.,  William  Davis, 
William  Tallman,  Maj.  Ebenezer  Willis,  Jireh  Willis, 
Seth  Pope,  8eth  Hathaway,  and  Hannaniah  Cornish 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  and  draw  up 
what  they  should  deem  most  proper  as  expressing  the 
sense  of  the  meeting,  and  report  in  the  afternoon  for 
the  town's  consideration.  The  report  of  these  gentle- 
men was  accepted.  It  was  voted,  "That  we  are 
grieved  at  being  necessitated  to  act  a  part  which  at 
first  view  appears  unfriendly  with  respect  to  our 
manufacturing  brethren  and  friends  in  Great  Britain 
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and  Ireland ;  but  we  trust  we  shall  readily  be  excused 
by  them  when  they  consider  that  this  part  of  our 
conduct  Is  wholly  designed,  and  in  our  judgment  will 
have  the  greatest  tendency  of  anything  in  our  power, 
to  save  both  them  and  us  from  bondage  and  tlavtry, 
for  upon  mature  consideration  we  judge  the  several 
late  unconstitutional  acta  of  the  British  Parliament 
have  a  direct  tendency  to  destroy  the  harmony  which 
has  subsisted  among  all  the  British  subjects,  and  to 
entirely  abolish  the  English  Constitution  and  form  of 
government ;  and  therefore,  as  the  moat  probable 
means  to  prevent  those  destructive  purposes,  we  unite 
with  our  American  brethren,  and 

"  Reiolve,  That  we  will  not  purchase  any  goods 
manufactured  iu  Great  Britain  aud  Ireland  which 
shall  be  imported  from  thence  after  this  day ;  that  we 
will  not  purchase  any  English  goods  of  any  hawker  or 
peddler;  that  we  will  not  purchase  any  foreign  teas 
whatever;  that  we  will  not  export  any  flax-seed  to 
any  foreign  market;  that  we  do  acquiesce  iu  the  na- 
ture and  necessity  of  raising  our  proportion  of  ntouey 
to  pay  the  Congress  and  to  raise  the  same  by  sub- 
scription, and  that  these  resolves  do  remain  in  force 
so  long  as  the  present  grievous  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament  remain  unrepealed." 

At  this  meeting  a  committee  of  correspondence  was 
chosen  to  act  with  other  committees  in  America. 
And  also  a  resolve  was  passed  advancing  "the  towu'a 
proportion  of  the  money  to  pay  the  committee  of 
Congress." 

In  the  county  congress,  held  at  Taunton,  the  same 
year,  "  to  devise  and  act  on  such  measures  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  times  require,"  the  town  was  ably  and 
patriotically  represented. 

Not  the  men  alone,  but  the  women  of  Dartmouth 
fully  eutered  iulo  the  resolutions  of  non-intercourse 
with  Great  Britain.  They  had  their  League  Society, 
which  was  more  exacting  iu  the  observance  of  its 
principles  than  the  Ladies'  League  Associations  of 
the  present  day.  In  January,  1774,  tifty-aeven  ladies 
of  Bedford  village  had  a  meeting  at  which  they  en- 
tered into  an  agreement  not  to  use  any  more  India 
tea;  aud  having  heard  that  a  gentleman  there  had 
lately  bought  some,  they  requested  he  would  imme- 
diately return  it.  This  request  he  complied  with, 
whereupon  the  ladies  treated  him  with  a  glass  of 
"this  country  wine"  and  dismissed  him,  highly  pleased 
with  his  exemplary  conduct.  A  number  of  gentle- 
men present  gave  him  three  cheers  in  approbation  of 
his  noble  behavior. 

This  occurred  six  months  prior  to  the  action  of  the 
town-meeting,  and  doubtless  contributed  much  iu 
forming  the  public  sentiment  of  the  town. 

Revolutionary  8oldiert.— The  following  list  of 
soldiers,  etc.,  is  taken  from  Dauiel  Rickctson's  excel-* 
lent  "History  of  New  Bedford,"  published  in  1858. 
These  lists  were  furnished  Mr.  KickeUi.ii  by  Thomas 
Kemp  ton. 

The  following  is  "a  muster-roll  of  the  company 
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under  the  command  of  Capt.  Thomas  Keinpton,  in 
Col.  Danielson'a  regiment,  to  the  Istof  August,  1775 :" 
Thomas  Kempton,  captain  ;  AninsaSopcr,  first  lieu- 
tenant; John  Chad  wick,  second  lieutenant;  John 
Swift,  George  Itrownell,  Thoinns  West,  John  Sullings, 
sergeants;  James  Spoouer,  Robert  Crosman,  Elijah 
Allen,  Paul  Weston,  corporals;  Obed  Cushman,  fifcr ; 
Bimeon  Fuller,  drummer  ;  Benjamin  Adams,  Eleazcr 
Allen,  Joshua  Austin,  David  Hancock,  Nonh  Ball, 
Jnbcz  K.nnct,  Thomas  Bonnet,  Jonathan  lirnilnlmw, 
Prince  Browncll,  Onmnlicl  Bryant,  Jeasey  Burt,  John 
Cogf-eshall,  William  Counts,  Robert  Crosman,  Jr., 
Loui*  De  Moranvillc,  Thomas  Eskridge,  John  Gam- 
mons, Phineas  Hammond,  Roger  Hammond,  George 
II  ask  ins,  David  Hathaway,  John  Hathaway,  Lemuel 
Hathaway,  David  Kcntch,  8ilas  Kirby,  Robert 
Knowlton,  David  Lewis,  Humphrey  Macomber,  Pre- 
served Mcrrihcw,  Jonathan  Moeher,  Jacob  Mott, 
Isaac  Noble,  John  Ormsby,  Silas  Perry,  Peter  Phil- 
lips, Peter  Sands,  Daniel  Sherman,  John  Sherman, 
Lemuel  Sherman,  John  Solomon  (Indian),  John 
S|K>oncr,  Giles  Tallman,  Joseph  Traflbrd,  Lett  ice. 
Washburn,  Nathan  Waste,  privates;  amounting  to 
fifty-eight,  all  from  Dartmouth,  with  the  exception 
of  three,— Louis  Do  Moranville,  Freetown  ;  Phineas 
Hammond,  Rochester;  and  David  Lewis,  Rhode  Is- 
land. The  time  of  enlistment  was  in  the  month  of 
May,  1775-  The  time  of  service,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, was  three  months;  the  shortest,  one  month  and 
twelve  days.  Their  headquarters  was  Roxbury  ;  the 
allowance,  one  penny  per  mile  for  travel ;  greatest 
distance  of  travel,  sixty-nine  miles;  least,  fifty-seven. 
The  amount  the  captain  received  for  this  campaign 
was  tit  10*.  1W.;  the  first  lieutenant,  £12  16*.  4</.; 
the  second  lieutenant,  £10  18*.  dd.;  the  four  sergeants, 
£1  7'/.,  0>  9*.,  £5,  15*.  Id.,  £5  2*.  L|dL;  the  four 
corporals,  £4  12*.  2d.,  £2  18*.  8«/.,  £6  3*.,  £3  1*.;  the 
fifer,  £4  10*.  10»/. ;  the  drummer,  £6  3*.  These  were 
the  amounts  paid  after  deducting  what  had  been 
charged  for  supplies.  The  difference  in  the  amounts 
paid  to  the  officers,  as  well  as  the  privates,  was  mainly 
owing  to  the  greater  or  less  supplied  them.  This 
old  muster-roll  contains  twenty-three  columns  under 
the  following  heads,  vie.:  "Men's  names,"  "Towns 
whence  they  came,"  "  Rank,"  "  Time  of  enlistment," 
"Travcll,"  "Amount  at  lrf.  a  mile,"  "Time  of  ser- 
vice," "  Whole  amount,"  "  Guns,"  "  By  whom  sup- 
plyed,"  "  Price,"  "  Bayonets,"  "  Of  whom  received," 
"  Price,"  "  Cartridge-boxes,"  "  Of  whom  received," 
"Price,"  "  Cloathing,"  "Of  whom  receive.!," 
"Amount,"  "Advance  Wages,"  "  Blankets  received 
more  than  entitled  to  by  enlistment,"  "  Amount  of 
deduction,"  "  Balance."  The  amount  paid  for  travel, 
£14  6*.  I  'V.  The  whole  amount  allowed  each  private 
before  discount  ranged  from  a  little  more  than  £4  to 
£0  10*.  The  number  of  guns  supplied  was  twenty- 
six, — amount  for  same,  £41  10*.;  four  bnyonets,  with 
sheaths  and  belts,  supplied  by  Jirch  Swift,  amounting 
to  8*.  2d.;  thirty  cartridge-boxen,  supplied  by  Jireh 


Swift,  amounting  to  £6  7*.  6rf. ;  twenty-seven  pairs  of 
shoes  and  one  cap,  supplied  by  Jireh  Swift  and  Com- 
missary Blaney,  the  shoes  at  6*.  and  the  cap  2*., 
amounting  to  £8  4*.;  the  amount  paid  for  advance 
wages  £2  each,  excepting  the  captain  and  two  lieu- 
tenants,—£108  :  the  whole  expense  amounting  to  £389 
11*.  did.  ;  the  balance,  £227  2*.  Hd. 

Capt.  Kempton  was  a  descendant  from  Manasseh 
Keinpton,  one  of  the  early  proprietors  of  Dartmouth, 
and  the  father  of  Thomas  Kempton.  Previously  to 
this  period  (177ft)  Capt.  Kempton  had  been  master  of 
a  whaling-vessel  from  this  port,  and  a  large  portion 
of  those  who  enlisted  in  his  company  had  been  his 
sailors.  Capt.  Kempton  had  previously  received  a 
commission  as  ensign  of  the  militia  from  Governor 
Hutchinson,  bearing  date  May  13, 1778.  Subsequent 
to  his  command  of  the  Dartmouth  company  at  Rox- 
bury, he  received  the  commission  of  lieutenant-colo- 
nel, but  owing  to  a  failure  of  health  he  left  service  at 
the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British  troops.  He 
was  born  April  20,  1740,  and  died  Jan.  27,  1806,  in 
his  aixty-sixth  year.  Of  the  two  other  companies 
from  Dartmouth  that  joined  the  Revolutionary  army, 
one  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Egery,  of  Fairhaven, 
and  the  other  by  Capt.  Benjamin  Dillingham,  of 
Acushnct: 


n»nj»mln  AM  (Indian),  1*75. 
Benjamin  Adame,  177*.  m.  «.< 
Kleater  Allen.  I7T6,  tn.  m. 
EIIJ.li  Alien,  1T7S,  m.m. 
Nonh  Allen,  17S1. 
Prince)  Alraeji  (African),  ITS1. 

 Ameelnej,  1778, 

John  AntJ,  1778. 
John  Aoadn.  1779. 

H-.  I  Bnbooek,  Jr„  1776, 1771, 1780. 
BavU  Tladcoek.  1775,  m.  m. 
Benjamin  linker,  177*.  m  m.,  177». 
Nonh  Ball,  1776,  m.  n. 
Worth  Balm,  1778-81. 
Wealon  Beaton,  1778, 17H0. 
Julie-  Bonnet,  1776,  m.  m. 
Jo*.  Bonnet,  1776,  m.  m..  1779-80. 
Tnomaa  Bonnet,  1776,  tn.  m. 
ThonuM  Berry,  1776,  m  m. 
Sli.ughton  li..  Hi,  1778. 
Thome*  Booth,  1778. 
Jonathan  tlrailettaw,  1776,  m.  tn. 
George  Browned,  1778,  m.  a. 
Prince)  Brovnell,  1776,  m.  m. 

ItotioH  l:  I  1779-60. 

Gamaliel  Bryant,  enelgn,  1776,  m. 
m. 

Jeeee  Bneh.  1776,  m.  m. 
John  a«d«lck,enel,n,  1776,  m.  m. 
Jamee  Chandler,  1778,  1880. 
Kbeneier  Cheee.  1780-81. 
Che*.  Chnirli,  Unit ,  1778, 1780-81. 
Geo.  <  :"<>_-!,.  ii  h.  capt,  1778, 1780-81. 
John  CoftgeeliaH,  1775,  m.  m,  177S- 
80. 

Jinr|di  Cook,  1780. 

Richard  Out*,  ITU*,  17S0. 

Tlmra.««  Oook,  1780. 

Thmnae  Crandun,  cent.,  1778-711. 


Robert  Ccoeemnn,  1776,  m.  n. 

Edward  Crowell,  1778. 

Daeld  Cnahman,  1781. 

Jnben  Daniel,  1776,  m.  m.  1778, 

1780. 
John  Dei  tun,  1778. 
Calrln  Delano,  capt.,  1778-82. 


John  Dreamm,  1778. 


Joeeph  Demi,  1779,  1781. 
Solomon  Dick  (African),  1781 
Urn'.  Dillingham,  eapL,  1776,  m.  m. 
John  D.  i  I     i  1776,  ni.  m. 
Bennjeli  Dnnham,  1776,  m.m.,  1775, 

1780-81. 
Benjamin  Kills,  1776,  m.  m. 
Tliomae  Kakredge,  1776,  m,  in. 
Jeremiah  K<e««n,  1778-78. 
Joseph  Vmiicta,  1780-81. 
Simeon  Fuller,  1776,  w.  m. 
John  Oelat,  1778,  1780. 
George  Olflbrd,  1778. 
Leel  Glfl-oid.  1778. 
Lewie  OlSord,  1779,  1781. 

1778. 


1780. 
1780. 

Hammond,  1776,  m  m. 
Roger  Hammond,  1776,  IB.  m. 
DavM  Hand-,  ITSO. 
George  llaaklua,  1776,  tn.  m. 
flhnrash  llaaklna,  1776. 
AHhor  Hathaway,  1790. 
Daeld  Hathaway,  1776,  m.  m. 
Kleater  Hathaway,  1777. 
Gideon  Hathaway,  1778. 
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Halbaway,  1771,  17*0-11. 
Hathaway,  177*. 


.  1T7S,  m.m. 
,  1714,  m  m. 

r.  m». 
o»rg.  iiiicb,  17*0. 

Samuel  Hcwlaad.  1775,  m.  m. 
Jubu  Hamphray,  177ft. 
Nalbaniel  Iugr»t..ni,  17*0. 
Paul  Iufrmliam,  1778,  17M. 
Tboaiaa  Ingntbam,  1776,  m.  n. 

William  Jap**,  1771. 

Ktaataan  Jaime.  1T7S,  m.  m. 
Jobn  Jaaaa. 
Friaoa  JaBB*.  1  77  I  -  -. 
I  Jenae,  1TM. 

,  lT7»-7». 

,ITT». 
,  177*,  17*0. 

»i 

ni,  mo. 

William  Hampton.  17M. 
Darid  Eealetb,  1771.  m.  m . 
Robert  Kaowltou,  177*.  m.  m. 
Joimtbaa  L*»lu>u,  1779-79. 
Darld  U*h,  177*,  m.  m. 
Jabaa  Lumbar,  1778. 

Tabar  I  in.  177*. 

Humphrey  Macoinber,  177ft,  an.  m. 
Praaerrad  Merrlliew.  177S. 
Xlkaimali  Mltcbal),  1779. 
Lmila  Da  Moraurllle,  177S,  in.  m. 
M  Icbael  Moabar,  1T7*. 
I  Naah,  17*0. 
:  Noble,  177*.  in.  m. 

,  1774,  m.  m. 

.N,..17»l. 

OI«dl*b  (Indian).  177*. 
y,177s-7S. 
Vaalel  Oraieby,  177*. 
John  Oriuaby.  177*,  la.  la. 
Arary  Parker,  eapl.,  177*. 
Jobn  Park**,  177B-78. 
William  Pee*..  17*0. 
Pomney  Packbam  (African),  17*0- 

n. 

Henry  Parkloa,  17*0. 

Paul  Parry,  I7TS-79. 

Sitae  Parry,  177ft,  m.  m. 

Paler  Phillip*,  177ft,  m.  in.,  1778, 


i  .;indiau ;,  17*0-81. 
Da.  Id  Pupa,  177*.  177*. 
i.a  PoMar,  1778. 17*0. 


Laaiaal  Shearman,  1776,  aa.  m. 
Joseph  Shockly,  17*0-11. 

Ileatenaal,  177*. 
•far,  177ft,  aa.  m,  1779. 
17*1. 

Blab*  8ml lb,  177a,  1780,  m.  m. 
Jonathan  SuiIUi,  1778,  m.  at,  17*0- 
81. 

Jualab  8ml  lb,  17*1. 
Tbucnaa  Siallh,  1778, 17*0 
Jobn  Solomon  (Indian),  1774.  m.  m. 
Amaea  Super,  MmiUuant,  1774,  m. 
tii, 

m.  in. 

Curnaliua  Spoouar,  1778. 
Darld  .- ,.,  ■ ,  ,- 1 .  177*.  17*0. 
Jemee  Spoon  er,  1774,  m.  m. 
Jaduihaa  Spoon  er,  1776,  m.  m. 
Jobn  Spooner,  177ft,  in.  m. 
Slmpeou  Spoon  ar,  1776.  m.  m. 


Jobn  Bnllln**.  1774,  m.  in 
John  Sarin,  1774,  m.  m. 
Jaduihaa  Tabar,  17*1. 
J.thro  Tabar,  177*.  17*1. 
Julin  Tabar,  17*0. 
Pblllp  Tabar,  1779. 
TboUlaa  Tabar,  17*0. 
Kaaklal  T .ill man,  1781. 
Olla*  Tallmau,  1776,  m.  in,  da 
Thornee  Tbompeuo,  1774-7*. 
Job  Today, 1710, 1781. 
Prtaca  Tobey,  1778. 

Tobay,  17»0-«1. 


Joarpb  Traoonl,  1774,  m.  m 
Uhniael  Tripp,  177*  (Dilllucl.an,'. 

company). 
Job  Tripp.  1780. 

Tripp.  1778,  ai.  la. 


compeuj). 
Samuel  Tappar,  1779. 
Huiu.ll  Upbam,  1778. 
Lai II c«  Waaliburn,  1776,  at.  m. 
Tbonu*  Waahbaru,  177ft,  tu.  m. 
Malhaa  Waal*,  1776,  17*0. 
TUoiuaa  Waal,  177ft,  m.  ui. 
Tbumaa  Waaleol,  1774,  m.  m,  1779- 

80. 

Benjamin  Weal  on,  1776,  m.  m., 
177*-79. 


Jama*  Pratt,  177*. 
Eheoww  Prlaaaa  (African),  1711. 
Bllae  Prim**,  1781. 
WlllUm  Robinson,  1780. 
Gideon  K.  J(..„, 
William  Rul«*ra,  1790. 
William  Roaa,  17*0. 
Jamaa  Rouee,  1778. 
ElkaooaJi  Rydar,  1776. 
BSeklal  Kydar,  1779. 
Malnaa  Sammona,  1779. 
P*l*r  Sarxls,  1774,  m.  m. 
llartla  Seek  In*.  1778. 
Daalal  8li«*nn*n,  177ft,  IB  ra. 
Jobn  Shearman,  1744,  ta.  m 

The  following  notes,  etc.,  concerning  the  period  of 
the  Revolution  are  Uken  from  the  old  town  record* : 

1770. — Benj.  (tt,  Akin  Esq  to  be  paid  42=17  :  8" 
for  his  Services  and  Attendance  heretofore  given  as  a 


',  1778. 
Wiitlnehl,  177*. 
Praaarrad  WUeoi,  1778. 
Benjamin  Wlllla,  177*. 
Samuel  Wlllla,  I7*i. 
William  Wlllla,  1770. 
Uldeuu  Woodman**,  I779-S0. 
Ghlwiii  Wonlae,  1778. 
Ilanry  Wrllblu«toii,  177*. 
Hubert  Writlilngiun,  1776,  m. 


member  of  several  congresses  heretofore  held  for  the 
public  safety,  he  being  chosen  for  and  authorized  by 
said  town  for  that  purpose. 

May  20,  1776.— Gen'l  Church,  Setli  Pope,  Abraham 
Shearman,  Philip  8hearman,  James  Soul,  Nathaniel 
Richmond,  Philip  Taber,  Pardon  Drownell,  and  Wil- 
liam Wood  was  chosen  n  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence  and  safety. 

Emission  for  paying  their  proportion  of  Beef  re- 
quired of  them  by  a  late  resolve  of  the  Gen.  Court, 
for  paying  their  County  ta*  agreed  on  in  January 
last. 

Price  of  Commodities,  Labor,  etc.— Dartmouth, 
Feb.  22d,  1777.  Recorded  by  Benj.  Akin,  Town 
Clerk;  William  Davis,  William  Tallman,  Jabez  Bar- 
ker, Jr.,  Selectmen  of  Dartmouth. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee,  Fortunatus 
Shearman,  Chairman. 

Annexed  to  the  articles  hereafter  mentioned  is  the 
price  in  the  room  of  that  affixed  to  those  or  the  same 
denomination  in  the  above  Statement. 

Meat:  Shoemaking. — Fresh  pork  /5  pur  lb.  Men's 
best  shoes  made  of  neat  leather  at  Bedford,  Fair  Ham, 
and  Oxford  0/  other  parts  of  the  Town  8/— Men's  best 
calf-skin  shoes  at  Bedford,  Fair  Haven,  and  Oxford 
12/— all  otlier  parts  of  the  Town  at  10/— Women's 
shoes  6/,  making  men's  shoes  at  the  shops  of  the 
workmen  at  Bedford,  Fair  Haven,  and  Oxford  4/— all 
other  part*  of  the  town  3/— and  at  the  house  of  the 
imployer  shoes  of  a  full  size  2/ — women's  cloth  shoes 
8/ — smaller  shoes  in  proportion  to  men's  &  women's 
shoea  &  all  other  shoemaking  iu  the  usual  pro|wlion 
for  mending. 

Wett  India  Rum.—QooA  full  proof  West  India  rum 
by  the  h'h  8/  per  gallon  including  the  h'h  8/2  per  gal- 
lon by  the  barrel  exclusive  of  the  barrel  tc  9/  by  the 
single  gallon,  smaller  quantities  in  proportion. 

New  England  rum  good  full  proof  4/2  pr.  gallon  by 
the  hogshead  and  barrel  exclusive  of  13/4  for  hogs- 
head, &  4/4  for  the  barrel  &  4/10  single  gallon  for 
distilling  New  England  Hum  /G  a  gallon. 

Moloues  of  the  quality  3/8  pr  gallon  by  the  h.h. 
including  the  Hogshead  4/  by  barrcll  4/4  by  the  sin- 
gle gallon.  Best  Muscorado  sugar  66/  pr  Cwt.  by  the 
H.H.  72/  by  the  single  cwt.  &.  /I0  single  lb.  Choco 
best  quality  £7  pr  cwt.  Chocolate  2/2  pr  lb.  Good 
cotton  wool  3/C  pr  lb  by  the  bag  and  4/  pr.  single  lb. 
Good  coll'oe  1/4  pr.  lb.  by  wholesale  &  1/8  pr.  lb.  by 
retail.  West  India  and  Cherry  rum  /6  pr.  gill  flip  A 
Toddy  1/2  pr.  miiR  or  bowl.  Flour  from  the  southern 
states  30/  pr.  cwt,  Itice  by  tho  aingle  hundred  36/. 
Good  rclined  bar  iron  60/  pr.  cwt.  Nail  rod*  &  nails 
not  stated.  Horse  shoeing  in  Bedford  and  Fair  Haven 
6/6  other  parts  of  the  town  4/0  hoes  of  the  best  quality 
stealed  up  the  corners  fi/ grand  coork  1/  pr  lb.  Making 
a  half  triined  coat  at  Bedford  A  Fuir  Haven  13/  jackets 
5/6  britches  6/6  and  other  tayloriug  in  proportion,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Town  Imlftrimed  coat*  11/  Jacoata, 
5/6  britches  5/6  approved  man  Taylor  at  the  house  of 
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the  imployers  3/  pr  day  and  found  a*  usual.  Mowing  j 
and  reaping  4/  pr.  day,  common  labor  in  summer  sea-  \ 
lion  3/  pr.  day.  All  women'i  work  A  combing  not 
stated.  Work  men's  best  hunting  saddles  wilh  holla- 
ing 80/  saddle  Imgs  l>eat  sort  24/  well  made  pilliana 
12/,  good  bridles  with  bits  8/  without  bits  5/4.  House 
carpenter's  work  4/  pr.  day.  Masons  work  4/6  and 
found  as  usual.  Bedtick  /9  pr.  ya  for  toe-cloth  and 
plain  flannel  /o*  pr.  y*,  and  all  other  wearing  in  the 
like  proportion.  This  done  by  the  selectmen  A  com- 
mittee of  safe. 

A  Trae  Coppy  attest  Fortunatus  Shearman 

Sub.  Committee. 

And  recorded  by  Benjamin  Aikin. 

Town  Clerk. 

May  18, 1779.— At  a  town  meeting  held  at  the  town- 
house  in  Dartmouth  on  Tuesday,  the  18tb  day  of  May, 
1779,  Benj.  Aikin,  E»q.,  chosen  moderator  the  Town 
voted  on  the  first  article  in  the  warrant  for  calling 
the  meeting  that  this  town  at  this  time  don't  choose 
to  have  a  New  Constitution  or  Form  of  Government, 
the  number  of  voters  present  was  Beventy,  and  all 
voted  in  the  affirmative.  Voted  on  the  Third  Article 
in  the  Warrant  for  calling  this  meeting;  that  all  the 
men  in  this  Town  who  shall  be  called  for  the  defence 
of  this  8tate  or  any  of  the  United  8tates  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  shall  be  mined  at  the  expense  or  charge  of 
said  town^that  shall  be  raised  in  consequence  of  order 
or  orders  from  the  General  Court  or  Council  of  this 
State,  and  Robert  Earl,  Elihn  Gi  fiord,  and  John 
Chaffee  are  chosen  a  Committee,  when  any  men  are 
sent  for  or  required  to  be  raised  as  afores'd  they  are 
empowered  to  procure  said  men  at  the  expense  of  said 
Town  in  the  cert,  way  and  manner  they  can;  and  said 
committee  arc  III  bo  reasonably  paid  for  their  services. 

Oct.  14,  1780.  Voted  that  10.r>7  pounds  and  16/ 
tilver  money  lie  raised  by  way  of  tax  on  the  inhab- 
itants of  said  town.  ...  for  purchasing  the  towne 
proportion  of  beef  sent  for  by  the  General  Court  to 
supply  the  Continental  Army. 

Dec.  22,  1780.  Warrant.  What  is  necessary  rela- 
tive to  choosing  a  Town  Clerk. 

Relative  to  raising  76  men  to  serve  in  the  Con' 
Army  for  three  years  or  during  the  war. 

Jan.  1, 1781.  Benj.  Russell,  Jr.,  T.C.  in  the  absence 
of  Henj.  Aikin. 

Several  Capt.  of  Militia  to  call  companies  together 
anil  make  inquires  who  will  enlist  and  how  many. 
£16,500  to  be  raised  by  way  of  tax. 

Jan.  12,  1781.  Augt  Voted  that  each  soldier  that 
shall  enlist  for  8  yrs  shall  have  a  Bounty  of  200 
silver  dollars —  50  of  s  *  dollars  to  be  paid  at  his 
passing  muster,  the  remainder  to  be  at  interest  until 
paid. 

Voted  that  Capt.  Henry  Jcnnc  Capt.  George  Clay- 
house,  Capt.  Benj.  Wilson.  Capt.  William  Hicks, 
Klilin  Giffbrd,  A  John  Aikin  bo  elected  a  committee 
to  enlist  the  soldier*  and  to  pay  down  said  money,  A  I 
to  give  their  securities  to  said  soldier*  or  procure 


some  person  or  persons  to  give  security  as  s*  soldiers 
shall  like  A  **  committees  are  also  empowered  to  hire 
the  whole  of  said  money  on  the  credit  of  »*  Town  A 
s4  Town  are  accountable  to  the  s*  Court  for  all  the 
money  they  shall  pay  or  hire. 

1781.  3*  Monday  of  Feb.  Voted  to  raise  by  way 
of  tax  the  sum  of  2560  pound  in  money  of  the  new. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 
DARTMOUTH.-<Cb..l.W.) 

ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY.' 

A i ■]>  ntscanartt  Mailing—  Firs*  CtirlalUn  Church  —  Coogragatlonal 
Church — Tlx  South  Dnrlmonlbj  Ha|Hl«t  Church— Tea  Second  Chris- 
tian Clmrch— Halliwliat  Episcopal  Churoh— Bnulh  Mills  Christian 

Apponegaruett  Meeting. — There  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  among  the  first  scttlersor  Dartmouth  many 
were  Friends,  or  made  a  profession  of  belief  in  their 
principles.  The  name*  of  Slocum.  Allen,  Smith, 
Lapham,  Howland,  Russell,  Tucker,  Mott,  and  others, 
are  found  in  the  early  records  of  the  society,  and  we 
know  from  other  sources  that  they  were  among  the 
first  settlers  in  the  town.  They  came  from  Rhode 
Island  and  other  places  where  meetings  of  the  society 
had  been  established,  and  it  would  naturally  be  ex- 
pected they  would  soon  organise  meetings  for  worship 
and  discipline.  The  oldest  record  of  a  monthly 
meeting  of  Friends  in  this  town  bears  date  26th  of 
4th  month,  1699.  Meetings  for  worship  had  no 
doubt  been  held  some  years  previous  to  this  date. 
The  first  meeting-house  was  built  upon  the  lot  where 
the  present  Apponegansett  meeting-house  stands. 
This  lot  was  purchased  of  Peleg  Slocum  for  the  sum 
of  one  pound  sixteen  shillings,  and  the  deed  bears 
date  of  6th  month  2d  day,  1706.  Previous  to  1699 
meetings  were  held  in  dwellings.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  records  of  the  monthly 
meeting,  dated  6th  day  of  11th  month,  169ft :  "At 
the  house  of  John  Lapham  we,  underwritten,  Peleg 
Slocum,  Jacob  Mott,  Abraham  Tucker,  and  John 
Tucker,  undertake  to  build  a  meeting-house  for  the 
people  of  God,  in  acorn  called  Quakers,  thirty-five 
foot  long,  thirty  foot  wide,  and  fourteen  foot  studds, 
to  worship  and  serve  the  true  and  Living  God  in, 
according  as  they  are  persuaded  in  conscience  they 
ought  to  do,  and  for  no  other  interest  or  purpose  but 
as  aforesaid,  which  said  house  shall  be  completely 
finished  at  or  before  the  10th  day  of  the  8th  month 
next,  insuring  the  date  hereof.  And  further,  we,  of 
the  said  society  of  people,  towards  the  building  of 
said  house  of  our  free  will,  contribute  as  followeth: 
John  Tucker,  £10;  Peleg  Slocum,  £16;  John  Lap- 
ham,  £5;  Nathaniel  Howland,  £6;  Abraham  Tucker, 
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£10;   Increase  Allen,  £3;  Ebenezer  Allen,   £5;  I 
Eleazer  Slocum,  £3 ;  Jacob  Mott,  £3 ;   Benjamin  I 
Huwland,  £2;  Richard  Evena,  £1;  Judah  8tuitb, 
£1." 

The  Yearly  Meeting  was  held  in  this  house  this 
year  (1699).  The  journals  of  traveling  Friends  and 
others  show  that  it  became  a  large  aud  influential 
society.  At  one  meeting  in  1706  it  was  supposed  Iwu 
thousand  people  were  prosont. 

Prior  to  1788  this  Monthly  Meeting  was  a  part  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Quarterly  Meeting;  since  that  date 
it  has  been  connected  with  the  Sandwich  Quarterly 
Meeting.  Other  meeting-houses  were  built  from  time 
to  time  as  the  needs  and  convenience  of  members  be- 
came apparent,— at  Smith  Mills,  Smith's  Neck,  and 
Allen's  Neck,— the  last  named  before  1622,  the  others 
still  earlier.  These  societies  form  one  Monthly  Meet- 
ing. In  1846  a  separation  took  place  in  the  meeting, 
which  resulted  in  two  organizations,  each  claiming  to 
be  the  original  society.  The  smaller  of  these  two 
bodies  have  but  one  meeting-house  in  the  town,  the 
larger  have  four,  one  of  which  is  temporarily  closed. 
The  larger  body  (Gurneyite)  numbers  at  this  date  one 
hundred  and  four,  the  smaller  from  forty  to  fifty. 
While  these  societies  contain  some  of  our  most  ro- 
spectablo  citizens,  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  mem- 
bership within  the  last  half-century. 

First  Christian  Church.— The  first  Baptist  Church 
in  Dartmouth  was  organized  May  21, 1780,  as  a  branch 
of  Elder  Jacob  Hix's  Church,  in  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
and  was  acknowledged  by  him  and  others  as  a  sister 
church  June  2,  178],  with  a  membership  of  sixty- 
three.  Oct.  10, 1781,  the  installation  of  Elder  Daniel 
Hix,  brother  of  Jacob,  took  place,  from  which  time 
the  church  increased  rapidly  in  numbers  and  in- 
fluence. In  1808  the  report  to  Conference  for  the 
year  (from  June,  1807,  to  June,  1808)  gave  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  additions  to  the  church  ;  whole 
number,  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  This  included 
the  branch  churches  of  New  Bedford,  Fairhaven, 
Rochester,  Long  Pliiin,  Berkley,  and  Freetown.  In 
June,  1807,  the  church  voted  to  abandon  all  church 
creeds  and  take  the  Bible  alone  as  their  rule  of  faith 
and  practice,  which  position  it  has  since  maintained, 
thus  identifying  it  with  the  Christian  denomination. 
Elder  Daniel  Hix  remained  pastor  until  ill  health 
compelled  his  resignation  in  1834,  when  the  associate 
pastor,  Elder  Howard  Tripp,  assumed  full  pastoral 
charge.  Elder  Daniel  Hix  died  March  22, 1838,  aged 
eighty-two  years,  three  months,  and  twenty-two  days. 
In  1842  and  1843  the  "  Advent"  excitement  injured 
the  church,  from  which  it  has  never  fully  recovered, 
though  it  has  been  blessed  with  a  number  of  revivals. 

Elder  Howard  Tripp  resigned  in  1857,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Elder  William  Faunce.  The  pastors 
since  1864  have  been  F.  P.  Snow,  Q.  W.  Tripp,  E. 
Hawes,  W.  8.  Emery,  E.  Burroughs,  and  8.  M.  An- 
drews. Present  clerk,  Jonathan  Peirce;  chairman 
of  church  committee,  H.  A.  Shockley. 


Congregational  Church. — This  church  was  formed 
in  the  spring  of  1807,  by  the  Rev.  Curtis  Coe,  the 
Rev.  Mace  Sheperd,  and  the  Rev.  Isaiah  Weston, 
with  the  following  members:  David  Thatcher,  Joel 
Parker,  Laban  Thatcher,  Harmony  Packard,  Betsey 
Howes,  Phebe  Nickerson,  and  Mehitabel  K'elley. 
Other  members  soon  joined,  and  in  October  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Emerson  was  ordained  the  first  pastor,  which 
office  he  filled  until  his  death,  in  about  a  year.  From 
this  time  until  1816  the  church  was  without  a  settled 
pastor,  and  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  school-house 
or  dwellings.  April  24,  1816,  the  Rev.  Peter  Crocker 
was  settled  as  pastor,  and  dismissed  July  23,  1821. 
During  his  pastorate  there  was  a  large  accession  to 
the  membership  and  the  present  church  edifice  was 
built.  The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Wing, 
who  was  ordained  March  24, 1823,  and  reinuincd  sev- 
eral years,  during  which  time  the  people  were  spirit- 
ually refreshed. 

The  following-named  pastors  have  labored  with 
this  church  :  The  Rev.  Francis  Horton  was  installed 
Dec.  2,  1829,  and  dismissed  Oct.  31,  1831.  Rev. 
Thomas  J.  Richmond  was  settled  July  18,  1832,  and 
continue*!  until  April  25,  1837.  From  May  20,  1838, 
to  June,  1840,  the  Rev.  Charles  8.  Adams  supplied 
the  pulpit.  Rev.  Andrew  liigelow  was  installed  Aug. 
25, 1841,  and  closed  his  useful  ministry  June  16, 1846. 
July  6, 1846,  Rev.  William  Mandell  began  preaching, 
was  installed  in  November,  and  dismissed  Nov.  16, 
1854.  The  Rev.  Melancthon  O.  Wheeler  was  settled 
in  November,  1855,  and  was  dismissed  May  19,  1859. 
The  Rev.  Martin  Howard  was  the  next  pastor,  from 
the  last  date  to  Nov.  25,  1864.  Next  year  the  Rev. 
John  Lord  supplied  the  pulpit,  and  he  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  John  Q.  Wilson,  who  closed  his  labors  Jan. 
11,  1863.  The  Rev.  Edward  Leonard  was  settled  in 
July,  1859,  and  resigned  in  November,  1875.  The 
Rev.  Salter  F.  Calhoun  acted  as  pastor  from  October, 
1876,  and  closed  his  labors  July  1,  1880. 

The  pulpit  was  supplied  from  May,  1881,  to  July, 
1882,  by  the  Rev.  P.  C.  lleadley  aud  the  Rev.  F.  V. 
D.  GarreUon,  whoso  labors  resulted  in  much  good. 
In  the  summer  of  1882,  Rev.  Ira  P.  Smith  occupied 
the  pulpit,  was  orduined  Sept.  27, 1682,  und  hussiuce 
labored  with  much  zeal  and  success  us  punt  or  of  the 
church.  Deacons  of  the  church:  Sylvsuus  C.  Tall- 
man,  Thomas  Uniley  ;  Clerk,  Edmund  U.  Eldridge. 

The  South  Dartmouth  Baptist  Church  was 
formed  as  a  branch  of  the  New  Bedford  Baptist 
Church  in  May,  1831.   The  pastors'  names  have  been 

  Benson,  Rev.  John  A.  Dill  (two  years),  Rev.  E. 

G.  Perry,  Rev.  William  H.  Taylor,  Rev.  Reuben 
I  .en  tell  (one  year),  Rev.  Q.  F.  Danforth,  Rev.  James 
Brown,  Rev.  J.  J.  Bronson.  In  January,  1801,  Rev. 
8.  J.  Can-  was  settled  as  pastor,  and  remaiued  five 
years,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  George  Mat- 
thews, who  supplied  the  pulpit  for  some  years.  The 
meeting-house  is  now  closed. 

The  8econd  Christian  Church  in  Dartmouth  was 
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organized  Feb.  2,  1886.  The  original  members  were 
Marlborough  Wood,  Sambo  81ocum,  Oliver  Reed, 
Abraham  Butts,  Oliver  Reed  (2d),  Pardon  Rowland, 
Daniel  Macomlier,  Joseph  Howland,  Cynthia  Ma- 
coniber,  Hannah  C.  Slocum,  Maria  Macomber,  Lydia 
Ricketson,  and  Sarah  Reed.  Other  members  noon 
joined, and  forseveral  years  thechurch  flourished.  The 
pastors  of  this  church  have  been  Charles  S.  Man- 
chester, John  Phillips,  Joshua  Goodwin,  Charles  C. 
Smith,  and  N.  S.  Chadwick,  besides  a  few  others  for 
short  periods  of  time.  Deacons  have  been  elected  at 
different  times  as  follows:  Daniel  Macomber,  Abra- 
ham Butts,  Holder  W.  Browned,  and  Willard  W. 
Slocum.  W.  W.  Slocum  is  also  clerk.  This  church 
has  suffered  from  internal  dissensions,  and  but  few 
members  now  remain. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  the  head  of 
Apponegansett  River  is  now  a  clas*.  or  branch  of  the 
Allen  Street  (New  Bedford)  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  A  class  was  formed  here  Nov.  10,  1837,  by 
the  Rev.  James  D.  Butler,  now  chaplain  of  the  New 
Bedford  Port  Society.  The  church  was  organized 
July  6,  18.18,  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Butler  was  the  first  pas- 
tor. The  society  sustains  preaching  part  of  the  time, 
though  it  has  declined  in  membership  from  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  in  1861,  to  a  very  few  at  the  present 
time.   Trustees,  Elihu  Sherman  and  John  Sherman. 

Smith  Hills  Christian  Church.— This  church  was 
formed  Dec.  22,  1838,  of  the  following-named  mem- 
bers: Asa  Nichols,  John  Weaver,  John  Cummings, 
Jeremiah  Jones,  8eth  Hathaway,  Samuel  Wilde, 
Abby  Wilde.  Hannah  Weaver,  Tabitha  Crowed. 
The  house  was  built  before  the  church  was  organized. 
The  pastors  have  been  Samuel  Wilde,  E.  E.  Edmunds, 
John  Pcckham,  David  A.  Russell,  Cummings  Bray, 
Could  Anthony,  Benjamin  F.  Mosher,  and  S.  M. 
Andrews,  besides  some  others  who  have  supplied  the 
pulpit.  Whole  number  of  members,  forty-seven. 
Holder  W.  Porter  is  deacon  of  the  church,  and  Mrs. 
Abby  A.  Tucker,  clerk. 

The  Christian  Church  in  Bakerville,  Dartmouth, 
was  organized  April  20,  1865.  The  members  were 
Ephraim  Ellis,  Thomas  K.  Ellis,  Alvin  Sherman, 
Delia  Ellis,  Lovey  G.  Browned,  Sarah  Johnson,  Fi- 
delia Wing,  Jano  C.  Ellis,  Mary  C.  Briggs,  Bethia 
Sherman,  Caroline  Crapo,  Emily  J.  Baker,  Olive 
Beard,  Sally  Crapo,  Phcbo  A.  Crapo.  The  church 
edifice  was  erected  the  year  before  the  church  was 
formed.  The  pastors  have  been  James  1,.  Peirce,  8. 
M.  Andrews,  M.  M.  Cleverly,  E.  E.  Edmunds,  and 
others  who  have  supplied  the  pulpit  for  short  periods. 
The  present  pastor  is  O.  F.  Waltze;  clerk  of  thechurch, 
Joseph  Crapo;  deacon,  Ephraim  Kllie. 

Representatives  from  1674  to  1883.1— The  fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  the  representatives  chosen  by  the 
town  of  Dartmouth,  taken  from  the  town  records  and 
other  sources.    While  under  the  Plymouth  Colonial 


government  they  were  called  deputies,  but  after  the 
union  of  the  Boston  and  Plymouth  governments  they 
were  called  representatives.  During  the  eighteenth 
century  they  appear  to  have  been  occasionally  chosen, 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  existing  town  records  show 
the  names  of  ad  who  served  the  town  in  that  capacity. 

ISIS.  Thomaa  Almy. 
Kphralm  Tripp,* 
7»heth  Shearman. 


1874-75.  John  Cook,  deputy. 
1679-61.  John  Cook,  deputy. 
ISM.  Joha  RimmH,  deputy. 
I  SKI  John  Cook,  deputy. 
ISM.  Jonathan  Delano,  deputy. 

Joseph  Tripp,  deputy. 
16*11.  John  Oonk.rtepnty. 
1689.  Kelh  Pope,  deputy. 

in  Delano,  deputy. 

MM, 

1003. 


ietu 


l««a.  Js 
1T07.  John  Akin. 
1TOS  9.  Joseph  Tripp. 

1710.  John  Spoonsr. 

1711.  James  Santaon,  rsptasonler 

tie*. 

1711.  Jonathan  Delano. 
1717.  Philip  Tabar. 
1790.  John  Akin. 
1711.  Phllp  Tabar. 
17M.  Daniel  Wood. 
1724. 


17W.  ( 

1731.  : 

17SX.  1 

1733.  John  Akin. 
1734-86.  Samuel  I 
1740.  William  Hlx. 
1746.  James  Allan. 
17S3.  Capl.  Nathaniel  Souls. 
ITTt.  Kllaha  Tobay. 
1BU3-4.  Ilolden  Slocum. 
1806-7.  Ilolden  Slocum. 
IMS.  Joel  Packard. 
1804  Joel  Packard. 
Caleb  Slocum. 

1810.  Joel  Packard. 
Kphralm  Tripp. 
Henry  Tucker. 

181 1.  Joal  Packard. 
Kphralm  Tripp, 
tlenry  Tucker. 

ISIS.  Kphralm  Tripp. 


•  Con.pl  1*1  by  Job  a  Gidley,  Kan. 


1813.  Kphralm  Tripp. 
Dartd  Thacher, 
Henry  Tnrkar. 
Thomaa  Almy. 

1814.  Kphralm  Tripp. 
Da  rid  Thacher. 
Thomas  Almy. 
Clark  Kicketaon. 

1615.  Thomaa  Almy. 
Kphralm  Tripp. 
George  Morton. 


1817.  TlHimaa  Almy. 
Kphralm  Tripp. 
Joseph  Gilford 


Almy. 
Holder  Bio.  u in. 
Wanton  Howland. 
ISIS.  Holder  Slocum. 
18X7.  Cornelius  Orinnail. 
182S.  Bradford  Rowland. 
ISM.  Bradford  Howland. 
Kllhu  Slocum. 
Nathaniel  Howland. 
Jesse  W.  Nlckols. 

1830.  Joseph  GlBord. 

1831.  Joseph  Gilford. 
Bradford  Howland. 

1838. 


IBM. 


Hit*. 
ISM.  Joseph  Glided. 
George  Ktrljy, 
Kllhn  Slocum. 
Henry  8.  Packard. 
1835.  Joseph  Gilford. 
George  Klrby. 
Blcketeon  Slocum. 
William  Anthony. 
IBS.  Joseph  Ginord. 

BJckstson  Slocum. 

1837.  Th.  .mas  K.  Wilbur 
Wanton  Howland. 
Simon  P.  Wlnslow. 

1838.  Joseph  Ginord. 
George  Klrby. 

1830-40..  Thomaa  K 
Henry  S. 


K  lrt>y. 

1848,  Joseph  Ginord. 

Benjamin  M.  1 
1S47.  Jentee  Rider. 

Aimer  R.  Tucker. 
VMM'.,  I-emnsl  Barker. 

r rands  W.  Mason. 
1850.  Francis  D.  Bartletl. 
IStl.  Jlreh  Shearman. 
ISM.  Nona  chosen. 
1853.  Jamea  B.  A I  >..  ' 

Leonard  Millar,  Rep.' 


■  Chosen  delegate  to  OonaUtutlonal  Contention. 
*  The  towns  of  Dartmouth  and  West  port  were  now 
the  ReprreentatlTS  District  No.  7  of  Bristol  County. 
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1*75-74.  Oaorga  R.  had,  of  Dart. 

moutb. 

MT7-7S.  WlllUiii  P.  Mumbw,  of 

Waatport. 
irm-80.  Hanry    A.    Sloeum,  of 

l>urtnkuuth. 
1M1-M.  Job*.  W.  Oltord,  of  Waat- 


1144-M.  Nalbaalal  Pottac,  Jr. 
1(60-01.  Fraoda  W  Una!. 
1MS-M.  Chlrln  K.  Taruar. 
ISO*.  Ooarg*  r.  llowlaud. 
UST.  William  B*rk*r,Jr. 
ISM.  Oaorga  F.  Uowlnud. 
18SB-70.  William  Bukw,  Jr. 


Town  fclerki  from  1674  to  1888.  '-The  following 
is  a  list  of  town  clerks  of  the  town  of  Dartmouth, 
found  recorded  in  the  town  records.  The  records  of 
some  of  the  earlier  meetings  appear  to  be  lost,  and 
no  account  of  the  choice  of  town  clerks  is  found  in 
of  the  earlier  records  of  meetings  in  which 
town  officers  were  chosen : 

ltuaa.ll  (*d),  1773. 
RiumII,  Jr  ,  1774. 


»,  1S71.  Baojamlu 
Tuootaa  Tabor,  1STS,  tSM,  17U7-S,  Banjawlr 


1711. 


John  Akln,loM-aXI,  1701-S. 


1711-lt 
8.«lle,17IS-U. 
Trlp|).niS-17.l7H-». 


Benjamin  Buaaoll,  177.1. 
Johu  Smith,  17SS-1S00. 
Kllhu  Sloeum,  1801-S. 
Ephraim  Tripp,  1 
J*bm*  Tripp,  lfttf.i 

j«.ph  an 

IM7-40. 
Hanry  8.  Packard,  IMS. 
U.org.  Kin.,,  Iti6-M. 
William  B*rk.r,Jr,l8ol-«T. 
John  W.  Uowla^  laM-70. 

o«wf»  r. 

J„L.  S. 


i  Alklu,  174&-M,  1744-70. 

ms-so. 

Bartholomaw  T>Ur,  1751-M. 

I  (4lh),  1771. 
,  Eaq  .  '771. 

Military  Record,  1861-65.— Names  of  volunteer 
soldiers  in  the  late  war  on  the  quota  of  Dartmouth  : 

cu!*,' 

Tboaiaa  QibUiot,  Juaapb  B.  llulroaa,  Laal  K.  Gloora,  Blcb.nl  D. 
Kay,  Jo—ph  M  Lawtou,  Al.lou  T.  McCombar,  Lyman  A.  McOum- 
tat,  William  B.  P«ck,  Joba  B.  Fackbarn,  John  II.  u ,  i. ,  i  ► .,  ,  Da.ld 
RkUr.  William  H.  otaaaua,  Jama*  II.  William*,  Audraw  L.  Wardall, 
W.lllniu  I.  Wad/,  Cora;.  H.  Wood. 
Cbmajanaj  O,  Tttrd  oVynaaat  (nlua  niaotb*).— William  Darldaon  Croy, 

Baubta  A.  Oarlkk,  Oaorga  F.  Packard,  John  Fraur. 
/VrtywaawlA  Ittyimtni  (ulna  month*).— William  Blaka,  Ollrar  8.  Brock, 
Cbandlar  n.  Calkin.,  Wllllan  H  Chaaa,  Jubo  u'fi  un,  1 1 ,  William 
Garlar,  Ctiarla*  W.  Iltvdy,  John  Duugbarty,  Abraham  F  Groan, 
William  Uunt,  WillUra  II.  Knox,  Mlobaal  Muklll,  William  H. 
Uarurauar,  Oldaco  Ra«d,  llobart  II.  Rlckataoa,  William  It  Samp- 
aon,  Chart**  U.  Bantird,  Jam**  Bummara,  Cmlrlu  Than***,  Jr., 
W.  Tripp,  Jouo  Ward,  Palar  C.  B.ynolda,  Da.  14  Fi.h, 

a;  L*»l 

A.  Bakar,  linaaali  Baloa,  laalab  B  Laooard,  4Mb  Bcgt.  j  Timothy 
Bjan.  J.  K.  Parka,  Tboma*  Fraocb,  Gaorga  W.  Paabody.  Hanry  U. 


John 

Doyla,  Juaapb  Grant,  William  Sharldan,  John  Hulllran,  C)»ariaa  L 
Sulllfao,  Co.  0,  4lb  R>g1 
ftSaJH  D,  7W»VIWrd  imaiatmt  (thr.«  jraar*).-Alb»rt  W.  A.I.I.;. 
I»irt»-l*W  H^innt  (Ibra*  yaar*).-Tuomaa  S.  llowlaad,  William  II. 
Darning. 

tf-rt-jtu,  Kfimtni  (Uirao  year.).— Tbomaa  B.  Blltuiu,  Paler  C. 
Bruuka,  Saniu.l  K.  Ilean,  Sbulawl  Klditdga,  Jr  ,  Patrick  llwiian, 
Benjamlo  J*uka,Orria  D.  Parry,  Natbaa  1.  Pi.rc,  Oaorga  W.  Pi»n», 
Joaliaa  BoUb,  Latbar  P.  Wllllaiua. 
SitkUml,  Mfimuml  (U,r«  7eara).-Joaaph  llaad.  Oaorga  B.  Baad,  a,.... 
arlck  A.  gmllh. 

W  «Aaaaa«aa».  BoUrr,  (Ihra*  yaara).~Jam*a  T.  k.  ,.  .  A I  bar  t  J.  Win. 
tara,  Haarj  II.  Qlgurd, 


>  Oompllad  bjr  Job  H.  Gldlay.  Xaq. 
II 


bjrtl« 


n*  hi.  f.lhar  at  tl.a 


*Vbjr-W#aiA  It'j.mni  -Lawla  Storm  or  Strom,  Oaorga  A  Brown,  Mk| 
Baaiaay.  Bdirla  0.  Tripp,  Jama*  J.  Orooln,  Albart  F.  Snow,  Alax- 
andar  Ollrar,  Bradford  Uttla,  Tliouaaa  J.  Dowrta,  William  Xallay, 
Slapbaa  GrlfBUi,  Joaapb  Staraoa,  John  Tbompaon,  John  Lynch, 
Michaal  Donald,  Oaorga  Browu,  Paiar  H.  W.  Baldwin,  Oaorga  F. 
Baad,  Jobo  Gorbam,  TImolby  X.  Long,  Kdwtn  Tripp. 

TwaaiariA  Baryawaw/.— William  Sqnlraa 

Third  Ornnirw.—Juum  h—,  Daald  McCarty. 

IV**  l**ra'  ilea,  Raarlaraiat  Uaiaonw,— John  llayaa,  William  Hart,  Wil- 
liam II.  XdwarUa,  Lyuaa  B.  Moray,  Fradaaick  MowUay. 
Owara,  Tana  a/  OtlUftm  a*f  urn,- Ch.rlaa  A.  NaU,  Thoaaa*  Tal.n, 
Cbnrlaa  Krrppal,  . 


U.  Potior,  wllb 


Caaolrg  — Jobn  Mdall. 
fyt—tk  aYaaaaeAamfs  BaMrry.-John  ft.  Pollock,  H.ltl.ar  Wood 
JV>*  Afaaaacwaaafi.  OuMtrg.-HaniwI  Kr.ra,  Tuolawa  Wllllawa. 
fimrOi  MaaaaaJlaaattf  H*tUrt  — diarlaa  Talbot,  Jamaa  A  alar. 
JVIg-ateA  llamttknmtu  lirpatraf,  (a.  /-BolumoB  L.  Wlnl.r*. 

dsy.-Aoguatua  Bobar 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


WILLIAM  ALMY. 
William  Almy,  the  subject  uf  our  sketch,  was  a 
lineal  descendant  from  William  Almy  (or  Almond, 
as  the  name  was  sometimes  spelled),  who  was  born  in 

England  in  1001,  married  Audrey  ,  who  was  bom 

in  1603.  William 1  Almy,  the  emigrant,  was  at  Lynn, 
Mans.,  as  early  as  1631,  went  back  to  England,  and 
returned  with  his  wife  in  the  ship  "Abigail"  in 
1035. 

They  had  a  daughter  Annie,  aged  eight,  and  a 
sou  Christopher,  aged  three,  who  came  with  them. 
The  family  was  in  Sandwich  probably  in  1637,  and 
certainly  he  was  a  freeman  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  in 
1655.  Hiswill  names  his  children  Christopher,  John, 
Job,  Ann  or  Annie  (wife  of  John  Qreen),  and  Cathe- 
rine (wife  of  a  Mr.  West). 

Chri»topher«  Almy.  son  of  William,  was  born  iu 
England  about  1627,  came  to  America  in  ship  "  Abi- 
gail" with  his  parents  iu  1635,  and  lived  where  they 
died  at  Lynn  and  at  Sandwich,  Mass.,  and  finally  at 
Portainouth,  It.  I.  He  was  an  aMiataut  there  in 
1690.  Job1  Almy,  son  of  William',  was  born  in 
either  Lynn  or  Sandwich,  Mass.,  resided  with  Itia 
parents,  and  finally  settled  in  Portsmouth,  K.  L  He 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  ChrisU.phor  Unthank, 
of  Warwick,  and  had  children  William  and  Chris- 
topher (twiux),  Suaannuh,  Audrey,  Deborah,  Cathe- 
rine, and  Mary,  all  perhaps  minors  when  he  died  in 
1684. 

John  Almy  was  probably  the  John  referred  to  in 
William's'  will.  Ho  was  at  Plymouth  in  1643,  but 
finally  settled  at  Portsmouth,  It.  I.  He  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  James  Cole.  He  was  a  captaiu 
in  King  Philip's  war  in  1675,  but  died  in  1676. 

It  will  be  oUerved  that  the  only  grandsons  men- 
tioned in  the  above  account  are  William  and  Chris- 
topher (twins),  aotis  of  Job,  William'  being  named 
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for  hi*  grandfather,  William'  A  liny,  ami  Christopher* 
Mined  for  hia  maternal  grand  father,  Christopher  Un- 
thnnk.  From  all  the  information  tho  writer  can  gather 
he  think*  (he  line  of  dcaccnt  from  William  the  emi- 
grant to  William',  tho  subject  of  our  notice,  is  through 
Christopher*  Almy.  The  line  ia  as  follows :  William1, 
Job*,  Christopher*,  Job4,  Christopher*,  Thomas*,  and 
William'.  Job4  Almy  died  July  27,  1877,  aged 
eighty-one.  His  wife,  Lydia,  died  Dec.  30, 1774,  aged 
scTeiity-four.  They  are  both  buried  on  the  farm  of 
the  late  William  Almy.  Christopher*  Almy  was  born 
in  1736,  and  died  in  1812,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 
His  wife,  Naomi,  died  in  May,  1817,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years.  Their  son,  Thomas',  was  horn  in  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  April  22,  1775,  and  died  Nov.  23,  1868, 
in  his  ninety-fourth  year.  He  married  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Patience  OitTord.1  Sarah  (Giflbrd) 
Almy  was  born  in  Dartmouth,  June  10,  1779,  and 
died  June  18,  1848.  Their  children  were  William 
Silence,  born  Oct.  9,  1801,  and  died  Nov.  10,  1872; 
Frederick '  and  Henry,  who  died  at  eight.  Thomas* 
Almy  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  physically 
thnt  ever  lived  in  old  Dartmouth.  In  bis  youth  he 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  subsequently  a  merchant  at 
Russell's  Mills,  but  finally  a  farmer,  and  the  farm  he 
owned,  and  where  his  children  were  bom,  is  now 
owned  by  his  grandsons,  John  P.  and  William  F. 
Almy,  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Almy  was  a  man  possessed  of  good  common 
sense,  sound  judgment,  keen  foresight,  and  withal,  a 
linppy  disposition.  He  had-  much  to  do  with  town 
affairs,  and  took  great  pride  in  the  annual  gatherings 
and  drills  of  the  State  militia.  He  took  pride  in  a 
good  horse,  and  was  always  seen  on  horseback,  which 
recreation  he  continued  till  within  a  short  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  a  birthright  member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  and  lived  and  died  in  that  faith. 
He  retained  his  faculties  till  within  a  short  time  of 
his  death,  and  his  name  is  still  held  in  grateful  re- 
membrance not  only  by  the  grandchildren,  but  by 
those  who  knew  him  in  New  Bedford  and  Dart- 
mouth. 

William'  Almy,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Gif- 
ford)  Almy,  was  bnrn  on  tho  old  Almy  farm  in  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  Oct.  10,  1798,  and  died  in  Boston, 
Dec.  25,  1881.  His  youth  was  spent  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  he  received  such  advantages  for  an  educa- 
tion as  the  district  schools  of  his  time  afforded.  From 
the  New  Bedford  Mercury,  of  Dec.  28,  1881,  we  clip 
the  following  notice : 

"  He  early  determined  to  become  a  merchant,  and 
nt  the  age  of  thirteen  he  walked  from  his  home  near 
Horse  Neck,  carrying  his  shoes  in  his  hand  as  a  mat- 
ter of  economy,  to  Russell's  Mills,  where  he  began  his 
career  in  the  store  of  the  Into  Abraham  Barker.  In 
a  few  years  he  removed  to  this  city,  and  was  employed 
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as  book-keeper  in  the  store  of  William  H.  Allen  and 
the  late  Gideon  Allen,  and  in  the  counting-room  of 
the  Into  John  Avery  Parker.  Graduating  there,  he 
went  to  Boston,  and  found  employment  in  the  best 
school  possible  for  a  merchant,  tho  counting-room  of 
tho  late  A.  &  A.  Lawrence.-  Soon  after  attaining  hia 
majority,  and  doubtless  under  the  kind  auspice*  of 
hia  employers,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  a  fellow 
clerk,  named  Dexter,  establishing  the  business  (im- 
porting and  jobbing  of  white-goods),  which  under  the 
firm-names  of  Dexter  &  Almy,  Almy,  Blake  &  Co., 
Almy,  Patterson  &  Co.,  Almy,  Hobart  &  Co.,  and 
Almy  &  Co.,  he  successfully  pursued  for  nearly  fifty 
years.  Cool,  clear-headed,  and  sagacious,  no  man 
stood  higher  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
lows than  William  Almy.  Ho  achieved  a  handsome 
fortune  for  his  time,  but  secured  something  far  better, 
a  reputation  for  spotless  integrity  and  unblemished 
honor." 

For  many  years  he  was  a  director  in  the  Eagle 
Bank,  Boston,  and  for  a  number  of  years  his  firm  was 
selling  agents  for  various  cotton  and  woolen-mills, 
among  which  we  mention  that  of  the  well-known 
Wntnsutta  Mills  of  Now  Bedford.  Politically,  he 
was  a  Whig  and  Republican.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Deborah  Brayton,  of  Nan- 
tucket, in  Novcnbcr,  1828.  She  was  born  June  19, 
1803,  and  died  May  11,  1879. 

Of  their  ten  children — 

(1)  Sarah,  died  in  infancy. 

(2)  Robert  B. 

(3)  Sarah  H..  born  Dec.  16, 1832,  died  Feb.  26,  1809. 

(4)  Matilda  H.,  died  in  Infancy. 

(5)  Henry,  born  Aug.  22,  1836,  and  died  April  6, 
1879.  He  was  associated  with  his  father  and  others 
in  business. 

(6)  Catherine  G.,  died  young. 

(7)  and  (8)  John  P.  and  William  F.  (twins),  now 
doing  business  in  Boston. 

(9)  Alice  B.,  born  April  14,  1843,  who  died  Jan.  6, 
1871.  She  was  wife  of  Frederick  Grinnell,  of  New 
Bedford,  and  had  one  daughter, — Alice  A. 

1 10)  Thomas  R.,  a  clerk  In  New  Bedford. 

About  1830,  Mr.  Almy  purchased  a  part  of  the  old 
Almy  farm,  near  Horso  Neck,  in  Dartmouth,  a  de- 
lightful summer  residence,  which  he  greatly  improved 
and  beautified.  But  soon  a  gradual  failure  of  sight 
obliged  him  to  give  up  in  a  measure  his  business  care, 
and  in  company  with  ono  of  his  daughters  he  went  to 
Europe  to  seek  the  euro  of  his  threatened  blindness. 
He,  however,  received  no  benefit  from  the  advice  and 
treatment  of  the  most  eminent  foreign  oculists,  and  in 
a  short  time  (1858)  he  became  totally  blind,— a  ter- 
rible affliction  for  a  man  so  self-reliant  and  independ- 
ent as  he  had  been,  so  full  of  activity  and  so  fond  of 
social  life.  In  1868  he  retired  from  business.  Ho 
bore  his  trouble  with  something  better  than  a  stoic's 
resignation,  and  keeping  up  his  interest  in  affairs, 
sought  to  minister  as  well  as  be  ministered  unto. 
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Dying  at  a  good  old  age,  he  left  an  honored  name 
and  the  memory  of  an  actiye  and  useful  life. 


WILLIAM  BARKER,  J*. 

William  Barker,  Jr.,  aon  of  William  and  Susannah 
(Potter)  Barker,  was  born  in  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  Dec. 
25, 1820.  He  cornea  of  a  family  loug  settled  in  the 
old  town  of  Dartmouth.  Lemuel  was  son  of  Jabez, 
married  Maria  Tripp,  waa  a  farmer  and  lumberman, 
and  died  iu  1818,  aged  fifty-five  years.  His  father, 
William  Barker,  was  son  of  Lemuel,  and  one  of  a 
family  of  six  children,  and  was  born  in  1794.  He 
was  twice  married,  first  to  Susannah,  daughter  of  A b- 
ner  and  Sarah  (Wood)  Potter.  By  her  he  had  five 
children,— Abner  (died  an  infant),  William,  Eliza- 
beth (Mrs.  Charles  W.  Potter),  Abner  P.,  and  Charles 
O.  He  next  married  Rebecca  Potter,  sister  of  his 
first  wife.  Their  children  were  Susan  (Mrs.  David 
Sisson),  Sarah  (Mrs.  Henry  C.  Baker),  Ann  M.  (Mrs. 
Lemuel  M.  Potter),  Abby  R.  (Mrs.  Edward  Hicks), 
George  F.  (deceased),  Caroline  (Mrs.  H.  Damon), 
Henry  H.,  Emma  F.,  A  via  H.  (Mrs.  Fenner  Brownoll), 
and  Warren  8.  He  lived  between  Russell's  Mills  uud 
Smith's  Mills;  was  a  member  of  the  Friends'  Society. 
He  was  a  man  of  integrity  and  justice,  was  univer- 
sally esteemed,  served  his  town  as  selectman  and 
aaseasor  several  years,  and  brought  up  his  large  family 
of  children  well.    He  died  in  1868. 

William  Barker,  Jr.,  was  educated  at  the  Friends' 
School  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  remained  four 
yeare.  When  fifteen  years  old  he  was  put  to  learn 
the  trade  of  tanner  and  currier  with  his  uncle,  Lutham 
Potter.  He  spent  four  years  iu  acquiring  his  trade, 
and.  after  eighteen  months'  work  at  his  trade  for  his 
uncle  after  his  trade  was  learned,  he  established  him- 
self in  business  at  Smith's  Mills,  and  continued  in 
this  for  ten  years.  From  about  this  time  Mr.  Barker 
commenced  attending  to  public  business,  and  such 
was  the  satisfaction  he  gave  that  his  services  were  so 
occupied  as  to  cause  him  to  relinquish  private  busi-  1 
ness  and  attend  altogether  to  that  coming  to  him  from  1 
outoide.  In  1851  he  was  chosen  clerk,  treasurer,  and  ■ 
collector  of  taxes  of  Dartmouth,  and  held  lluine  posi- 
tions for  sixteen  consecutive  years.  From  about  1852 
he  held  the  office  of  deputy  sheriff,  with  only  one 
year's  interruption  till  1876.  He  was  about  the  same 
time  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace,  and  still  holds 
that  office.  He  represented  Dartmouth  in  the  Lower 
House  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1868,  1870,  1871. 
He  was  elected  State  senator  in  1881.  He  is  Repub- 
lican in  politics.  In  all  the  varied  and  multitudinous 
duties  of  his  years  of  office  Mr.  Barker  has  been 
quick,  accurate,  and  courteous.  He  has  been  called 
to  administer  on  many  estates,  and  in  all  capacities 
has  well  discharged  his  trusts.  Plain  and  unpretend- 
ing in  personal  appearance,  he  accomplishes  business 
with  a  conciseness  and  brevity  of  detail  which  shows 


how  completely  he  is  at  home  In  iu  transaction,  and 
has  a  large  following  of  personal  friends. 

He  married  Mary  Slade,  daughter  of  Caleb  and 
Hannab  (Davis)  Slade,  of  Dartmouth,  Sept.  22,  1842. 
They  have  only  one  child,  Mary  Elizabeth. 


WILLIAM  A.  GORDON,  M.D. 

Among  the  leading  successful  and  representative 
physicians  of  Bristol  County  who  began  active  prac- 
tice more  than  half  a  century  ago,  and  to-day  are  liv- 
ing in  unimpaired  vigor  of  mind  and  comfortable 
physical  health,  must  be  mentioued  Dr.  William  A. 
Gordon.  Coming  of  vigorous  Scotch  ancestry,  he  in- 
herited much  of  the  vitality  of  that  hardy  Caledonian 
race.  He  was  son  of  Dr.  William  Gordon  and  Helen 
Gilchrist,  his  wife,  and  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Alex- 
ander Gordon,  a  sciou  of  the  loyal  Gordon  family  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  This  young  Alexander 
(first  generation)  was  a  soldier  in  the  Royalist  army 
of  Charles  II.  when  but  eighteen.  He  was  captured 
by  Cromwell,  confined  for  a  time  in  Tuthill  Fields, 
Loudon,  and  sent  to  America  in  1651  as  a  prisoner  of 
war.  He  was  held  at  Watertown,  Mass.,  until  1654, 
when  he  was  released.  Ho  afterwards  went  to  Exeter, 
N.  H.,  where,  in  1668,  he  married  the  daughter  of  Nich- 
olas Lyason.  The  next  year  the  town  voted  him  a 
grant  of  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  he  became  a  per- 
manent resident.  The  locality  where  he  settled  still 
retains  the  name  of  "  Gordon's  Hill."  He  had  eight 
children,  of  whom  Thomas  (second  generation),  born 
1678,  married  Elizabeth  Harriman,  settled  in  Haver- 
hill, Mass.,  was  father  of  eleven  children,  and  died  in 
1762.  His  son  Timothy  (third  generation)  had  a  son 
Timothy  (fourth  generation),  who  was  grandfather  to 
Dr.  William  A.  Gordon.  This  last-mentioned  Tim- 
othy was  a  farmer  and  a  Revolutionary  soldier  of 
bravery  in  the  battles  of  Bunker  Hill,  Bennington, 
Saratoga,  etc.  He  married  Lydia  Whitmore,  lived  iu 
Newbury,  Mass.,  and  had  a  family  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  William  (fifth  generation)  was  oldest. 
William,  born  about  1783,  was  educated  at  Phillips' 
Exeter  Academy,  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Kitt- 
ridge,  in  Andover,  Muss.,  and  begun  practice  us  a 
physician  in  Schoodic,  Me.,  afterwards  settliug  in 
Hiughuin,  Muss.,  where  he  lived  many  years,  and 
finally  settled  in  Tuuuton  (taking  his  son's  practice 
after  he  went  to  New  Bedford),  and  was  in  practice 
there  at  the  time  of  his  death,  June  17,  1851.  His 
wife  Helen  won  daughter  of  Gordon  and  Mary  (Good- 
will) Gilchrist,  who  were  natives  of  Sutherlandshire, 
Scotland,  and  residents  of  St.  Andrews,  New  Bruns- 
wick, where  she  wua  born  about  1786.  She  died, 
aged  eighty-six,  in  1872.  This  worthy  couple  had 
seven  children,  William  Alexander,  Churlcs  (de- 
ceased), Helen  (widow  of  George  A.  Crocker,  of 
Taunton),  Joseph  11.,  Edwin,  Ann  B.  (wife  of  Adolph 
Kielbock,  of  Boston),  and  Timothy. 
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Dr.  William  A.  Gordon  (sixth  generation)  was  born 
in  Ncwbury|H>rt,  Maw.,  March  17, 1808.  Hia  parents 
m n ve>l  to  Hingham  when  he  wan  but  two  montha 
ohl.  lie  was  prepared  for  College  nt  Derby  Academy, 
in  Hitigham,  and  was  graduated  at  Harvard,  claw  of 
1826,  when  but  eighteen  years  old.  He  at  once  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  with  hia  father,  and 
was  graduated  at  Harvard  Medical  School  in  1820. 
Being  in  poor  health,  he  went  with  hi*  father  to  the 
home  of  hia  grandfather,  in  St.  Andrews,  and  by  the 
solicitation  of  friends  began  practice  in  Robbinstown, 
Me.,  where  ho  remained  four  montha.  Ooing  then  to 
St.  Stephens,  he  stayed  there  four  months,  and  then 
settled  permanently  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  July,  1830. 
From  that  time  he  haa  been  identified  with,  and  taken 
n  high  stAiid  among,  the  beat  and  most  successful 
physicians  of  this  county.  He  remained  in  Taunton 
eight  years  and  a  half,  when,  yielding  his  practice  to 
his  father,  who  was  worked  too  hard  at  Hinghnm,  he, 
in  December,  1839,  moved  to  New  Bedford,  where  he 
was  in  active  practice  until  1877,  when  he  removed 
to  his  pleasant  seaside  home  in  Dartmouth,  and  haa 
since  resided  there. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety, in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of  counselor; 
is  also  a  member  of  South  Bristol  Medical  Society, 
has  Iwen  its  president  and  for  years  its  treasurer. 
By  request  of  this  society  a  communication,  prepared 
by  him  and  read  before  the  society,  on  "  Puer|vcral 
Tetanus,"  was  published  in  the  American  Journal  of 
the  3/nlical  8-ienrtr.  Republican  in  politics,  he  has 
not  sought  political  honors,  but,  soon  after  moving  lo 
New  Bedford,  was  elected  overseer  of  the  poor,  which 
position  he  held  for  seventeen  consecutive  years.  He 
is  liberal  in  religious  belief,  and  an  attendant  of  the 
Unitarian  Church.  Ho  married,  in  October,  1833, 
Maria,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  M.  Williams,  of  Taun- 
ton. She  died  July  11,  1875,  aged  sixty-one.  They 
hnd  eight  children.  Their  second  daughter,  Anne 
M.,  married  Henry  Johnson,  M.D.,  of  New  Bedford. 
She  had  three  children  who  survived  her,— Holman 
Cordon,  Theodora,  and  Elizabeth  Gordon.  Their 
four  surviving  children  are  Elizabeth,  William  Gil- 
christ (now  in  charge  of  a  private  school  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa.  He  has  three  children, — Mabel,  Helen, 
and  William  Alexander),  Helen,  and  Emily,  wife  of 
Professor  Thomas  E.  Fo|>e,  of  State  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, Iowa.  (She  has  two  children,— Mary  R.  and 
Ethel.)   

WILLIAM  R.  8 LOCUM. 
The  family  of  Slnciim  has  been  from  its  settlement 
prominently  connected  with  the  town  of  Dartmouth. 
The  history  of  the  town  will  show  the  name  among 
the  first  proprietors  and  settlers.  Holder  Slocum  was 
of  the  stock  of  the  original  settlers,  and  from  him,  in 
the  fifth  generation,  is  William  R.  8locum,  now  a 
resident  of  Dartmouth.  Peleg  Slocum,  his  son,  born 
in  Dartmouth,  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife 
14 


being  a  sister  of  John  and  James  Howland,  of  New 
Bedford.  He  had  four  sons,  ltleg,  Holder,  Chris- 
topher, and  Cook,  and  two  daughters,  Alice  and 
Amy.  He,  like  his  immediate  ancestors,  was  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  a  quiet  person  of  influence  in  the 
community,  and  a  large  land  owner,  and  be  attained 
the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety  years.  Hia  son  Pekg, 
born  1763,  was  a  farmer,  succeeding  to  a  generous 
share  of  the  paternal  acres.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Ricketaon,  and  had  children,— 
MeieUon,  Otis,  William,  Amy,  Rebecca,  Eliza.  He 
lived  to  be  ninety-three.  He  was  an  energetic  man, 
of  positive  nature,  a  representative  farmer,  standing 
high  in  the  esteem  of  the  community,  and  successful 
in  business.  He  was  much  interested  in  politics,  and 
was  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the  Whig  party. 
He  died  in  1856.  His  memory  reached  back  distinctly 
to  the  events  of  the  Revolution.  His  son  Ricktt*on, 
born  April,  1790,  succeeded  to  one  of  his  father's 
farms  on  Slocum's  Neck,  of  about  two  or  three  hun- 
dred acres.  He  married  Jemima,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mercy  Wing  (see  biography  of  B.  F.  Wing), 
when  but  a  young  man.  He  was  an  energetic  man, 
taught  school  in  his  youth,  and  in  various  ways  im- 
pressed himself  upon  his  generation.  He  was  two 
years  selectman,  was  representative  to  the  General 
Court,  and  was  highly  esteemed  as  a  good  citizen  and 
a  man  of  excellent  judgment  and  worth.  He  died 
July  II,  1854,  aged  sixty-four  yenrs  and  two  montha 
Mrs.  Slocum  was  an  energetic,  robust  woman,  with  a 
strong  "  will  or  her  own,"  and  a  fit  mate  for  her  bus- 
hand.  She  was  a  kind  mother,  bringing  up  a  large 
family  to  honor  her  memory.  Many  of  her  children 
died  in  infancy.  Tho  following  attained  maturity  : 
William  It.,-  Frederick  (deceased);  Charles;  Almy, 
married  Howland  Holder;  Lydia,  married  Israel 
Brightuian ;  Joseph  W. ;  Frederick  (2d),  deceased; 
Mary  A.,  married  Giles  F.  Allen ;  Elizabeth,  married 
W.  W.  Allen. 

WUH>!  Rieketton  Slocum,  eldest  son  of  Ricketaon 
and  Jemima  (Wing)  Slocum,  was  born  in  Dartmouth, 
Mass.,  June  14,1811.  From  very  early  life  he  haa 
led  the  laborious  life  of  a  practical  New  England 
farmer,  following  the  teachings  of  Poor  Richard's 
maxim,  "  Whoever  by  the  plow  would  thrive,  himself 
must  either  hold  or  drive."  With  limited  common 
school  advantages,  he  acquired  sufficient  education  to 
successfully  teach  nine  consecutive  winter  terms  of 
school,  beginning  nt  his  nineteenth  year.  These  were 
all  taught  in  his  native  town,  and  five  in  his  home 
district.  In  this  avocation  he  acquired  quite  a  repu- 
tation as  a  disciplinarian.  He  received  little  property 
from  inheritance,  and  marrying,  May  22,  1834,  Eliz- 
abeth, daughter  of  Pardon  and  Lydia  Cornell  (who 
was  born  May  29,  1811,  in  Dartmouth),  commenced 
housekeeping  on  Naushon  Island,  and  lived  there 
nine  years,  the  first  three  as  a  hired  man  on  a  farm. 
In  1843,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  E. 
Browning,  he  purchased  a  farm,  on  which  they  gave 
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a  mortgage  for  three  thouaand  dollar*,  the  purchase 
money,  for  six  year*.  Hard  work  and  economy  were 
faithfully  persisted  in,  and  a  satisfactory  evidence 
given  that  agriculture  on  a  New  England  farm  can 
be  made  a  very  remunerative  business.  Every  pay- 
ment was  made  promptly  on  time,  the  mortgage  lifted 
when  due,  and  after  nine  years  had  passed  Mr.  Slocum 
sold  hia  half-interest  for  five  thouaand  dollars,  and  the 
partners  then  had  in  addition  eleven  hundred  dollars 
in  cash,  and  eleven  hundred  dollars  in  land  that 
they  had  bought. 

Mr.  Slocum  then  (1862)  purchased  the  farm  of 
about  two  hundred  acres  where  he  now  resides.  My 
the  continuation  of  the  same  industry  and  thrift  he 
has  attained  to  the  possession  of  a  handsome  prop- 
erty, and  stands  high  in  financial  as  well  as  social 
circles.  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  served  his 
town  acceptably  three  times  as  selectman.  He  is  a 
stockholder  of  the  "  yarn-mill"  of  New  Bedford,  and 
of  Boston  and  Albany  and  other  railroads.  He  has 
one  daughter,  Cornelia  R.,  born  June  12,1842.  She 
married  John  W.  Howland,  June  12,  1868,  and  has 
five  children,— William  R.,  born  July  14,  1869; 
Rodolphus  W.,  born  Nov.  8,  1870;  Elisabeth  T..born 
May  10,  1872;  Margaret  E.,  born  Dec.  20,  1873; 
Alma  8.,  born  April  5,  1879.  Pardon  Cornell  was  a 
farmer  in  Dartmouth,  had  eight  children,— Phebe  P., 
Godfrey,  Joseph  W.,  Mercy  A.,  Elizabeth,  Lydia  W., 
Gideon,  and  Alfred.  He  died  in  his  eighty-fourth 
year,  June  1,  1859.  Lydia,  his  wife,  died  April  9, 
1868,  aged  eighty-two.  -  They  were  Friends.  The 
father  of  Pardon  Cornell  was  Gideon,  who  was  son 
of  William.  Gideon  was  a  farmer,  married  a  Dilly 
GifTord,  who  lived  to  be  very  old,  and  is  remembered 
by  Mrs.  Slocum.   Oideon  also  died  at  an  advanced 

CAPT.  BKNJAMIN  F.  WING. 
John  Wing  waa  the  original  progenitor  of  nearly 
all  who  bear  the  name  in  America,  so  far  as  they  are 
known  to  the  writer.  Nothing  is  known  of  him  before 
his  arrival  at  Boston  in  June,  1630,  and  his  residence 
at  Sangus  (Lynn),  Mass.,  except  that  he  had  married 
Deborah,  the  second  daughter  of  Rev.  Stephen  Bach- 
iler,  the  first  minister  to  Lynn,  as  early  as  1632.  ( For 
an  extended  history  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  Bachilcr, 
we  would  refer  the  reader  to  our  history  of  Hampton, 
Rockingham  Co.,  N.  H.)  It  appears  from  the  records 
that  Mr.  Wing  was  a  man  of  limited  circumstances, 
hence  left  Lynn,  Mass.,  for  cheaper  lands,  and  was 
probably  one  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ilachiier's  party,  who  made  a 
journey  in  the  dead  of  winter  from  Lynn,  or  Ipswich,- 
to  "  Mattucheese,"  about  1634  or  1635,  and  though 
that  enterprise  failed,  he  then  perhaps  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  region  afterwards  known  as  the 
peninsula  of  Cape  Cod.  As  early  as  April,  1637,  the 
General  Court  at  Plymouth  gave  to  Edward  Free- 
man and  nine  others  the  right  to  form  a  plantation, 
and  they  in  turn  had  the  right  to  receive  as  many 


others  as  they  saw  fit,  but  In  regular  order.  Some 
fifty  persons  called  "  Associates"  joined  them,  and 
the  name  of  John  Wing  appears  as  the  forty-fifth  in 
said  list.  Nearly  all  had  families,  and  in  order  to 
become  a  freeman  their  characters  must  be  acceptable 
to  the  Governor.  Church  membership  and  a  regular 
attendance  upon  and  a  proper  support  of  public  wor- 
ahip  at  authorized  places  were  indispensable  requi- 
sites to  becoming  a  freeman.  The  town  was  incor- 
porated as  early  as  1639,  and  the  Indian  name  of 
"Shawnee"  was  exchanged  for  that  of  8andwich. 
The  old  traditional  home  of  John  Wing  was  situated 
about  one  mile  from  the  present  village  of  Sandwich, 
near  a  stream  of  water  between  two  beautiful  ponds, 
and  on  a  highland  overlooking  the  lower  sheet  of 
water  and  the  town.  Mr.  Wing  appears  to  have  been 
a  plain  man,  of  ordinary  intelligence,  never  aspiring 
to  political  distinctions,  and  only  ambitious  to  culti- 
vate his  land  and  deeeutly  to  rear  his  children.  In  a 
few  instances,  however,  his  name  occurs  on  the  records 
of  the  General  Court  as  one  well  qualified  for  public 
business.  All  reliable  accounts  mention  only  three 
sons,— Daniel,  John,  and  Stephen,— who  came  with 
him  in  the  same  vessel  and  accompanied  him  until 
his  settlement  in  Snndwich.  The  date  of  the  death 
of  John  Wing  and  his  wife  Deborah  are  not  known, 
as  the  early  records  are  so  imperfect  ami  some  are 
lost. 

Daniel  Wing,  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Deborah 
(Bachilcr)  Wing,  of  Sandwich,  Mass.,  cauie  with  his 
father  from  England,  and  accompanied  him  until  he 
settled  at  Sandwich.  They  resided  near  each  other. 
June  28, 1640,  Andrew  Hallctl  conveyed  certain  landed 
property  to  Daniel  Wing,  the  instrument  being  wit- 
nessed by  John  Wing  and  Edward  Dillingham.  In 
1643,  Daniel  Wing  was  enrolled  with  his  brothers 
among  those  who  were  at  that  lime  between  the  ages 
of  sixteen  and  sixty,  and  therefore  liable  to  bear 
:  arms.  In  1652  we  find  his  name  among  those  ap- 
pointed to  take  charge  of  the  fishing  interests  of  the 
place. 

In  1654  a  mill  for  the  accommodation  of  the  in- 
I  habitants,  costing  twenty  pounds,  was  paid  for  by 
Daniel  Wing  and  twenty-one  other  inhabitants.  In 
1655  the  name  of  Daniel  Wing  and  a  number  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  .Sandwich  are  first  mentioned 
in  connecliou  with  a  serious  religious  dissension  in 
the  town.  In  1657  the  |>eople  called  Quakers  made 
their  first  ap|iearance  in  Sandwich,  and  Mr.  Wing 
early  became  an  adherent  to  that  faith.  In  March, 
1658,  he  was  fined  twenty  shillings  for  entertaining 
Quakers  at  his  home.  Mr.  Wing  refused  to  take  the 
"  oath  of  fidelity"  because  this  particular  oath  pledged 
him  to  assist  in  the  execution  of  an  intolerant  ciiaet- 
mcnt.    He  was  therefore  lined  twenty  pounds. 

In  December,  1658,  he  was  excluded  front  the  num- 
ber of  freemen.  He  married  Hauimh,  it  duughler  of 
John  Swift,  of  an  old  and  honorable  family  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town,  Sept.  6,  1641. 
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She  died  Dec.  1,  1664.  noon  after  the  birth  of  her 
youngest  child,  and  he  died  the  same  year. 

They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  Daniel  was  the 
youngest,  born  Nor.  28,  166-1.  The  descendants  of 
Daniel  Wing  have  nearly  all  been  connected  with  the 
Society  of  Friendn.  Daniel,  Jr.*  (Daniel*,  John'), 
was  entered  as  townsman  of  Sandwich  in  1691,  and 
married,  in  1686,  Deborah,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Dill- 
ingham, "in  Friends'  way."  His  residence  was  near 
his  father's.  He  appears  to  have  been  the  owner  of 
a  considerable  amount  of  properly.  "  On  the  13th  of 
May,  1717,  he  deeded  half  of  his  undivided  interest 
in  some  lands  which  he  owned  in  Dartmouth,  Bristol 
Co.,  Mam.,  to  his  aon  Edward.  In  the  deed  Daniel 
speaks  of  himself  as  a  cooper  and  of  Edward  as  a 
husbandman.  They  had  seven  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom  was  Edward,  born  July  10,  1687,  in  Sandwich, 
where  he  resided  until  he  removed  to  Dartmouth  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  was  mar- 
ried three  times;  first  to  Desire  Smith,  of  Dartmouth, 
November,  1713;  second,  to  Sarah  (daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Hannah)  Tucker,  June  1,  1714;  and  third, 
to  Patience  Ellis,  October,  1728.  By  his  second  mar- 
riage he  had  Edward,  born  in  Sandwich  in  1720; 
Abraham,  born  at  Dartmouth,  Aug.  4, 1721 ;  Jeremiah, 
and  |>crhaps  Jedcdiah. 

Joseph,  a  aon  of  Edward  anil  Sarah  (Tucker)  Wing, 

married  Catharine  .    Among  their  children  were 

Matthew,  I>aniel,  and  John.  John  married  Je- 
mima Shepherd  at  the  Friends'  meeting-house  in 
Dartmouth  Oct.  5,  1753.  At  an  early  period  he  be- 
came a  resident,  with  Abraham,  Edward,  and  Jedc- 
diah Wing,  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  Jemima  died 
Nov.  28,  1816.  They  had  three  children,— Catharine, 
Dorcas,  and  John,  who  was  born  May  4,  1766 ;  mar- 
ried Mercy  Almy  in  Dartmouth  May  4,  1780;  died 
Jan.  1,  1832.  His  wife  was  bom  March  6,  1765,  and 
died  Jan.  6,  1860.  They  had  nine  children,  viz., 
Lydia,  Joseph,  Catharine,  Pardon,  Patience,  Abigail, 
Jemima,  John,  and  Almy. 

Pardon,  son  of  John  and  Mercy  (Almy)  Wing,  was 
born  March  22,  1788,  and  died  October,  1860.  He 
married,  about  1808,  Almy,  daughter  of  Peleg  and 
Elizabeth  (Hicketmtn)  Slocum,  of  Dartmouth.  Their 
children  arc  Joseph,  Catharine,  Peleg  8.,  Eliza,  Ben- 
jamin F.,  Caroline,  William  It.,  and  John. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Wing,  son  of  Pardon  and  Almy 
(Slocnm)  Wing,  was  born  in  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  Oct. 
22,  1822.  He  was  reared  in  the  quiet  industry  of  a 
farmer's  home,  and  was  early  imbued  with  those 
qualities  of  economy,  diligence,  sobriety,  and  per- 
severance that  are  always  the  stepping-stones  to 
success.  His  advantages  for  education  wcro  the 
meagre  ones  of  the  country  schools  of  the  period.  In 
1840  he  commenced  a  maritime  life  on  whale  ships, 
and  continued  it  for  ten  voyages,  six  of  which  he  was 
master.  His  seafaring  was  fortunate  and  successful. 
Captain  Wing  has  erected  a  beautiful  residence,  and 
made  by  its  surroundings  a  pleasant  home  on  the 


farm  in  Dartmouth,  which  he  purchased  in  1856,  it 
the  head  of  the  Apponeganaett  River,  and  where  he 
now  resides.  He  married  March  20,  1861,  Emily, 
daughter  of  John  and  Charity  Giffbrd,  of  an  old  New 
England  family.  8he  was  born  in  Westport,  Mass., 
April  9,  1826.  Their  children  are  Laura  A.,  married 
Abraham  Tucker,  and  has  one  child;  Joseph  F. ; 
John  Franklin,  graduated  at  Amherst,  June,  1882, 
now  a  student  of  mineralogy  and  chemistry  at  Got- 
tingen,  Germany ;  Herbert,  attending  commercial 
college  at  Providence,  R.  I. 

Capt.  Wing  has  several  times  had  important  trusts 
confided  to  him  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He  has  been 
selectman  seven  successive  terms,  six  times  being 
chairman.  Republican  in  politics,  be  represented 
Dartmouth  in  the  legislatures  of  1872-78,  and  hia 
senatorial  district  in  1876.  Hia  duties  were  discharged 
with  ability  in  the  interests  of  his  constituenta.  He 
is  in  harmony  with  the  better  elements  of  society,  and 
is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Dartmouth. 


ABNKR  H.  DAVIS. 

Abner  Hicks  Davis,  son  of  Philip  and  Clarissa 
(Macomber)  Davis,  was  bom  in  Dartmouth,  Sept.  20, 
1819.  His  father,  being  of  intemperate  habits,  did 
not  properly  provide  for  hia  family,  and  his  earliest 
years  were  passed  in  poverty,  relieved  only  by  the  en- 
ergy md  industry  of  a  faithful  mother, — a  woman  of 
undaunted  courage  and  sterling  worth.  When  young 
Abner  was  but  ten  years  old  the  prospect  of  a  cheer- 
leas  and  unprovided-for  winter  made  it  au  act  of  ne- 
cessity for  both  mother  and  son  to  leave  their  so- 
called  home  and  earn  their  own  living.  Abner  went 
to  Newport,  R.  I.,  to  work  on  a  farm  for  George  Arm- 
strong. His  father  did  not  know  his  whereabouts 
for  a  month,  when  he  discovered  where  he  was  and 
came  to  see  him.  The  young  lad  was  fearful  he 
would  bo  carried  back  to  the  poverty  from  which  f  he 
was  escaping,  but  his  father  gave  him  his  choico  of 
staying  or  returning.  Mr.  Armstrong  told  him  if  he 
remained  with  him  he  must  be  indentured  as  an  ap- 
prentice for  seven  years,  and  he  wonld  like  to  have 
him  stay.  Much  depended  on  the  boy'a  decision,  but 
even  at  that  youthful  period  he  had  the  good  sense  to 
go  into  the  apprenticeship.  He  was  to  receive  hia 
board  and  clothes  and  three  months'  schooling  each 
year.  Faithfully  and  well  he  served  his  master,  and 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  time,  in  the  winter  of  1836, 
went  to  New  Bedford  and  attended  school  three 
months,  "doing  chores''  for  his  board  for  Nehemiah 
Leonard,  and  for  his  tuition  sawing  the  school-house 
wood  and  sweeping  the  room.  Wo  may  easily  con- 
ceive that  the  advantages  thus  secured  wcro  appre- 
ciated and  diligently  improved.  The  nest  summer 
was  spent  aa  farm-haud  for  the  son  of  Mr.  Armstrong 
at  Newport.  Realizing  the  importance  of  education 
in  the  struggle  of  life,  he  attended  school  in  New 
Bedford  during  1838-39,  boarding  with  Capt.  Daniel 
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Wood.  Here  be  made  friend*,  and  in  the  epring  of 
1840  secured  a  clerkship  in  the  employ  of  Ivory  H. 
Bartlett,  with  a  salary  of  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollar*  per  year,  boarding  himself.  Here  he  re- 
mained two  years,  the  second  year  receiving  fifty 
dollars  advance. 

In  the  spring  of  1842  he  engaged  with  Charles  R. 
Tucker  in  same  capacity, — three  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars  salary.  After  one  year  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  well-known  house  of  Isaac  Rowland,  Jr., 
A  Co.,  the  largest  whaling  shippers  in  the  country, 
as  outside  clerk  or  overseer.  Such  was  the  faithful 
service  given,  and  such  was  the  appreciation  thereof, 
that  for  twenty-two  years  he  remained  with  this  house, 
receiving  at  various  periods  from  three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  to  one  thousand  dollars,  which 
for  several  years  was  paid  him.  His  economy  and 
thrift  had  during  this  period  accumulated  some 
money,  which  in  a  small  way  he  adventured  in  va- 
rious vessels,  the  first  being  one-eighth  interest  in 
merchant  brig  "Osceola,"  which  he  helped  to  build. 
This  investment  proved  remunerative,  aud  he  after- 
ward had  interests  In  the  merchant  vessels  schooner 
"Boxer,"  sloop  "New  York,"  schooners  "Naiad 
Queen,"  "Jame*  H.  Ashmead,"  "Henry  Oibbs," 
"Eveline,"  barkentine  "Jane  A.  Falkenburgb," 
abips  "  Otaeonta,"  "Hibernia,"  and  "John  Coggs- 
well,"  and  the  whalers  "John  Dawson,"  "Elizur  F. 
Mason,"  "  Mary,"  "  Charles  W.  Morgan,"  "  Triton," 
"Kathleen,"  "Sunbeam,"  etc.  In  1881,  Edward  M. 
Robinson  withdrew  from  the  firm  of  Isaac  Howland, 
Jr.,  &  Co.,  and  joined  that  of  William  T.  Coleman  & 
Co.,  of  New  York  City,  becoming  the  capitalist  of 
the  firm.  This  house  did  an  immense  business,  and 
was  the  largest  Californian  shipping  house  in  the 
city.  In  1862,  Mr.  Davis  followed  Mr.  Robinson  and 
became  outside  superintendent  of  the  firm,  with  a 
salary  first  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  then  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  He  remained  here 
three  years,  and  in  1865,  at  the  death  of  Mr.  Rob- 
inson, with  Henry  A.  Barling,  a  fellow-cmploy6, 
as  partner,  commenced  business  for  himself  under 
firm-name  of  Barling  &  Davis,  us  commission  mer- 
chant*, at  16S  Pearl  Street,  New  York  City.  This 
partnership  continued  for  thirteen  years,  with  satis- 
factory success  and  the  most  friendly  feelings,  Mr. 
Barling  being  a  gentleman  of  superior  business  abil- 
ity and  highest  integrity,  as  well  as  valuable  and 
pleasant  social  qualities.  Whatever  Mr.  Duvis  has 
acquired  in  business  matters  he  ascribes  to  the  valu- 
able experience  secured  under  Mr.  Robinson,  a  busi- 
ness man  of  the  highest  qualities  and  tireless  industry. 

The  steady  application  to  business  and  the  intensity 
of  the  life  of  the  city  steadily  wore  upon  Mr.  Davis* 
constitution  until,  on  account  of  failing  health,  in 
1868,  he  withdrew  from  the  partnership,  and  for  two 
years  devoted  himself  to  the  recuperation  of  his  pros- 
trated nature.  This  he  succeeded  in  accomplishing. 
In  1879  he  removed  to  the  farm  in  Dartmouth  which 


he  had  purchased  in  1867,  and  has  since  devoted  him- 
self to  its  improvement  and  the  out-door  exercise 
connected  therewith.  From  an  ordinary'  farm  of 
fifty-four  acres,  under  his  administration  it  has  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and  wonder- 
fully changed  its  appearance.  No  expense  nor  labor 
has  been  spared  to  make  it  both  beautiful  and  pro- 
ductive, and  with  an  unsurpassed  natural  location,  in 
full  view  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  it  presents  a 
series  of  fertile  fields,  artistically  laid  out,  and  each 
surrounded  by  a  beautiful  stone  wall.  This  has  grown 
up  under  Mr.  Davis'  own  eye,  and  from  his  ow  n  de- 
signs. 

The  writer  has  traveled  in  many  of  the  United 
8utes,  and  has  never  seen  so  nice  a  combination  of 
nature  and  art  in  developing  a  farm,  nor  so  really 
convenient  farm  buildings  as  those  constructed  by 
Mr.  Davis.  The  view  from  the  back  of  the  house  to 
the  east  is  especially  noticeable.  In  doing  this  great 
labor  Mr.  Davis  employs  many  persons,  and  may  be 
considered  truly  a  benefactor,  und  is  also  a  pattern 
and  bright  example  to  the  thoughtful  young  agri- 
culturists of  the  period.  Mr.  Davis  married  Eunice 
T.,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Fiukham)  Shurtlclf, 
Aug.  13,  1844.  8ho  was  born  in  Rochester,  Ma»., 
Feb.  4,  1821.  She  claims  descent  from  the  old  and 
honored  English  Carver  family,  so  noted  in  the  annals 
of  Plymouth  Colony.  Their  family  consists  of  Sarah 
C,  born  Feb.  2,  1850,  and  Clarissa  H.,  born  Sept.  4, 
1869.  Sarah  married  Joseph  K.  Upham,  of  New 
York  City,  and  has  two  children,  Eunice  and  Leroy. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  highest  sense,  u 
courteous  and  ainiublc  Christian  gentleman.  Of  great 
energy  and  |>orsevcrance,  ho  has  risen  by  his  own  in- 
dustry and  good  habits  to  an  independent  aud  grati- 
fying position,  and  is  respected  by  all  the  better  portiou 
of  community.  Ho  has  been  Whig  ami  Republican 
in  politics ,  as  such  was  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  New  Bedford  in  1862.  Both  himself  and 
wife  are  ineml>ers  of  the  North  Christian  Church  of 
New  Bedford,  and  are  liberal  to  all  deserving  causes. 
The  lesson  of  his  life  may  well  be  studied,  and  with 
advantage  by  every  poor  and  friendless  boy  struggling 
toward  a  higher  life. 

JOSEPH  TUCKER. 
The  family  of  Tuckers  now  living  within  tho 
original  limits  of  the  township  of  Dartmouth  tracu 
their  ancestry  to  Henry  Tucker,  who,  according  to 
tradition,  came  from  the  County  of  Kent,  England. 
He  first  settled  in  the  town  of  Milton,  in  this  State, 
probably  as  early  as  1650.  It  is  related  that  he  uot 
approving  of  the  proceedings  of  the  colonial  govern- 
ment at  Boston  respecting  the  severe  laws  passed  ami 
judgments  enforced  against  tho  t^uukers,  left  Milton 
and  finally  settled  in  Dartmouth,  within  the  limits  of 
the  Plymouth  Colony.  This  was  a  short  time  subse- 
quently to  1060.    The  following  was  copied  from  an 
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inscription  on  a  tree  near  the  residence  of  Benjamin 
Tucker  in  Dartmouth,  6lh  mo.  5,  1844  : 

-  Flnt  s  

By  Ilwirjr  Tucker  10DO 

who  1IKM 
•uccmtfld  by  Mn  John 
*towM  t1»l,««wn» 
•lire*  by  aoft  Jn*pph 
who  dlad  17»0  ngwi  M 
ware*  by  urn  John  who 
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The  house  lie  built  and  lived  in  stood  in  the  same 
yard,  and  within  a  few  feet  of  the  one  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  J.  8.  Gidley. 

In  1669  he  bought  of  William  Allen,  of  Sandwich, 
one-third  of  the  original  shares  into  which  the  town- 
ship as  then  held  was  divided.  In  1679  he  made 
another  purchase  of  James  Sampson,  of  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  of  a  limited  number  of  acres  in  the  undivided 
lands  of  the  town.  By  these,  and  perhaps  other 
acquired  rights,  when  the  town  was  afterwards  sur- 
veyed and  divided  among  the  proprietors  in  severalty, 
his  two  sons,  Abraham  and  John  (their  father  being 
then  deceased),  became  entitled  to  and  received  sev- 
eral hundred  acres  of  land  adjoining  their  respective 
homesteads.  This  land  mostly  remained  in  the  pos- 
session of  their  descendants  until  within  some  fifty 
or  sixty  years.  It  has  now,  however,  all  passed  out 
of  the  name,  except  the  homestead  and  some  nut-lots 
belonging  to  J.  and  8.  Tucker,  which  form  part  of 
the  original  tract  settled  by  Henry,  and  laid  out  to 
bis  son  John. 

These  first  settlers  and  their  descendants  down  to  a 
late  period  were  mostly  farmers,  and  worthy  and  ex- 
emplary members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Living 
on  their  paternal  farms,  they  pursued  the  even  tenor 
of  their  ways  in  quietness  and  peace.  Having  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  their  neighbors  and  the 
community,  they  were  called  occasionally  by  their 
townspeople  to  places  of  trust  in  town  affairs,  and 
more  often  by  the  society  of  which  they  were  mem- 
bers to  fill  important  stations  and  perform  various 
duties  therein.  The  impression  left  upon  the  minds 
of  their  living  descendants  is  that  they  were  earn- 
estly engaged  to  live  a  life  "void  of  offense  towards 
God  and.  towards  men." 

Joseph  Tucker  resides  in  the  central  part  of  the 
town,  and  is  the  oldest  living  representative  of  the 
Tucker  family.  The  farm  which  he  occupies  was  the 
homestead  of  his  father  and  grandfather,  and  though 
not  included  in  the  original  survey  mado  to  the  sons 
of  Henry,  has,  however,  been  in  the  family  of  Jo- 
seph and  his  ancestors  over  a  century. 

He  is  an  example  of  a  sagacious  and  successful 
farmer,  and  is  much  respected  by  his  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. He  is  the  fifth  in  descent  from  Henry, 
as  the  following  list  of  his  ancestors'  names  will 
show :  His  father,  Edward,  died  1832,  aged  sixty-seven 
years.  His  father,  Joseph.  Jr.,  died  1827,  aged  eighty- 
seven  years.    His  father,  Joseph,  died  17l.K>,  aged 


ninety-tbree  years,  eight  months.  His  father,  John, 
died  1751,  aged  ninety-five  years.  Hia  father,  Henry, 
died  1694,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

8inco  the  commencement  of  the  present  century 
several  of  the  descendants  have  engaged  in  other 
pursuits,  in  which  they  have  been  in  some  cases  more 
than  ordinarily  successful.  Among  these  we  may 
mention  William  Tucker  and  Charles  R.  Tucker. 

Joseph  Tucker,  son  of  Edward  and  Anna  (Gifford) 
Tucker,  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides 
in  Dartmouth,  Dec.  12,  1806.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited  to  three  months  each  winter 
until  he  was  some  fifteen  years  of  age.  His  time  has 
been  entirely  devoted  to  agriculture,  and  he  now  owns 
some  three  hundred  acres  of  well-improved  land,  por- 
tions of  which,  especially  the  home  farm,  have  been 
in  the  family  for  more  than  a  century.  He  is  a  Whig 
and  Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  been  an 
aspirant  for  political  honors.  He  married  Phebe, 
daughter  of  Allen  and  Hannah  Howland,  May  17, 
1881.  She  was  born  Dec  2,  1811,  in  Dartmouth. 
She  had  one  brother,  Holder  Howland.  Their  chil- 
dren arc  Edward  Tucker,  born  Jan.  2,  1886 ;  Abram 
R.  Tucker,  born  Nov.  18, 1841. 

Edward  Tucker  married  Abby  Potter,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Nellie,  who  married  William  P.  Macom- 
ber,  and  they  have  a  son,  Edward  S. 

Abram  R.  Tucker  married  Laura  A.,  daughter  of 
Capt.  B.  F.  Wing  (sec  B.  F.  Wing's  biography),  and 
has  one  son,  Joseph  F.  Allen  Howland,  son  of 
Joshua,  and  grandson  of  Timothy,  married  for  his 
second  wife  Rhoda,  daughter  of  Lilly  Strafford,  and 
had  five  children, — Elihu,  Hannah,  Lucy  (deceased), 
Sarah  (deceased),  and  John  R.  (deceased). 


THE  TRAFFORD  FAMILY. 

The  Trafford  family  in  this  country  are  descended 
from  a  prominent  Protestant  family  of  England, 
which,  under  the  popish  persecutions,  suffered  much 
in  person  and  estate.  The  first  Trafford  who  started 
for  America  was  a  wealthy  gentleman  living  near 
London.  Ho  was  selected  as  a  victim  for  death 
during  the  last  Catholic  persecution  in  England, 
and  was  warned  when  the  officers  coming  to  arrest 
him  were  approaching  his  house,  and  not  having 
time  to  escape  he  hastily  put  on  his  groom's 
clothes  and  engaged  in  labor  in  the  stables.  The 
officers  came,  found  no  one  but  the  grooms,  and  de- 
parted. Trafford  theu  left  the  place,  and  chartered  a 
vessel  to  remove  himself  and  family  to  America. 
Here  he  passes  from  our  knowledge.  Whether  he 
was  captured  and  was  executed,  or  died  while  at  sea, 
are  equally  unknown  to  us.  The  vessel,  however, 
came  to  America,  and  landed  at  Dartmouth,  Mass., 
about  1690,  bringing  his  two  sons,  one  of  whom  was 
Thomas.  The  English  estates  were  confiscated,  and 
reverted  to  the  crown.   Thomas  settled  in  Dartmouth, 
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married,  aud  had  children.  From  the  landing  at 
Dartmouth  the  Trafford  family  hu  been  connected 
with  the  history  of  Briatol  County.  The  oldest  ton 
of  Thomas  and  the  only  child  attaining  maturity  was 
Philip.  He  had  a  son  Joseph,  who  was  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier  under  Washington.  Tradition  asys 
that  once,  while  he  was  standing  guard,  Washington 
endeavored  to  make  the  rounds  without  giving  the 
countersign.  He  succeeded  in  passing  two  of  the 
guards,  but  Trafford  refused  to  let  him  pass  until  he 
had  given  the  proper  countersign.  From  that  lime 
Joseph  Trafford  was  the  one  chosen  for  duties  of 
great  trust  and  especisl  responsibilities,  and  he  was 
rapidly  promoted,  becoming  one  of  the  best  officers 
in  his  division.  He  lived  and  died  iu  Dartmouth, 
leaving  seven  children, — Samuel,  Joseph,  William 
Bradford',  Philip,  Phebe,  Ruth,  and  Naomi.  We 
find  in  family  records  that  Joseph  had  a  brother 
Elihu,  who  with  two  others  ran  a  vessel  from  New 
Bedford  to  New  York  and  up  the  Connecticut  River. 
While  the  vessel  was  moored  at  New  Bedford,  Elihu 
and  two  others  started  on  foot  to  visit  their  friends  in 
Dartmouth.  When  but  a  short  distance  out  they  ob- 
served British  soldiers  following  them,  when  they 
shot  at  them,  and  the  soldiers  returning  their  fire 
instantly  killed  all  three.  ( For  further  history  of  the 
Trafford  family,  see  page  381.) 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


DhiHTON.' 


FREDERICK  ALMY. 

Frederick  Almy,  third  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
Almy,  was  born  in  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  April  30,  1811, 
where  he  lived  until  1887,  when  he  settled  in  business 
in  Boston,  Mass.,  and  lived  there  or  in  the  vicinity  till 
the  time  of  his  death. 

In  1828  he  commenced  business  at  Russell's  mills, 
Dartmouth,  Mass.,  keeping  a  small  country  store,  and 
continued  there  till  1887,  the  time  of  his  removal  to 
Boston.  He  then,  with  his  elder  brother,  William 
Almy,  Joseph  W.  Patterson,  and  Jarvis  Slade,  formed 
the  firm  of  Almy,  Patterson  &  Co.  Mr.  Slade  retired 
in  1846,  and  Mr.  Patterson  in  1866,  when  the  firm 
became  Almy,  Hobart  &  Co.;  this  firm  lasted  two 
years,  and  was  succeeded  by  Almy  &  Co.  Jan.  1, 1868, 
Frederick  Almy  being  the  senior,  Henry  Almy  (Wil- 
liam Almy's  son),  Francis  N.  Foster,  and  George  P. 
Slade  (Jarvis  Blade's  son),  being  associated  with  him. 
This  firm  was  dissolved  December,  1872,  on  accouut 
of  Mr.  Frederick  Almy's  ill-health,  and  so  ended  the 
succession  of  firms  which  had  been  as  land-marks  in 
the  dry-goods  business  for  so  many  years. 

His  life  was  entirely  devoted  to  business,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  a  directorship  in  the  National  Eagle 
'  Bank  of  Boston,  he  held  no  public  office. 

He  died  Aug.  6,  1875.    In  1847  was  married  to 
.  Susan  H.  Nilea,  dsughter  of  Thomas  Niles,  of  Boston ; 
there  were  four  children, — Elirabeth  B.  Almy,  Fred- 
:  Almy,  Edward  P.  Almy,  Henry  N.  Almy. 


"Than  li  pniftif  mo  hkrtorj,  onlr  Uoir»Bliy."— DMkSSST. 

It  Is  probable  that,  in  common  with  several  other 
towns,  the  territory  now  the  town  of  Dighton  was 
first  visited  by  white  men  on  that  memorable  occasion 
in  July,  1621,  when  Winslow  and  Hopkins,  with  the 
friendly  Sqtianto  as  guide  and  interpreter,  journeyed 
from  Plymouth  to  Pokanoket,  on  the  shores  of  Narra- 
gansett  Bay,  to  visit  the  sachem  Massasoit. 

Yet  their  discovery  of  this  region  may  have  been 
forestalled  in  the  eleventh  century  by  the  Norsemen, 
in  their  visits  to  the  uncertain  region  they  had  uamed 
Vinland,  or  possibly  by  the  Florentine,  Verazzano, 
who,  as  every  school-boy  ought  to  know,  Bailed  up 
Narragansett  Bay  in  1624  and  lay  at  anchor  for  a 
fortnight  in  the  sheltered  haven  that  is  now  Newport 
Harbor,  from  whence  he  may  have  sent  exploring  par- 
ties up  the  Cohannet,  or  Taunton  River;  but  in  the 
absence  of  any  record  of  previous  discovery,  Dighton 
Rock  being  nearly  given  up  as  a  relic  of  the  Norse 
rovers,  the  Plymouth  worthies  must  be  considered  as 
the  discoverers  of  our  township. 

As  we  read  the  quaint  narrative  of  their  journey 
into  the  unknown  wilderness,  it  is  not  difficult  to  im- 
agine what  must  have  been  the  aspect  of  the  country 
through  which  they  passed,  where  vast  silent  stretches 
of  forest  were  occasionally  broken  by  sparkling  ponds 
and  streams,  or  by  deserted  Indian  plantations,  from 
which  the  inhabitants  had  been  swept  by  the  great 
plague  of  1617."  Whether  this  terrible  sickness  was 
the  yellow  fever,  as  some  suppose,  or  some  other 
equally  fatal  disease,  will  never  be  known,  but  what- 
ever it  was  it  devastated  the  country  from  the  Penob- 
scot to  Narragansett  Bay,  sparing  only  the  Nausets 
on  Cape  Cod.  "  As  we  passed  along,"  says  the  his- 
torian of  the  journey,  "  we  observed  that  there  were 
few  places  by  the  river  that  had  not  been  inhabited, 
by  reason  whereof  much  ground  was  cleared,  save  of 
weeds  which  grew  higher  than  our  heads." 

The  two  sturdy  explorers,  tramping  on  after  their 
taciturn  guide,  must  have  had  even  their  unpoetic 
minds  touched  by  the  solemn  grandeur  of  the  prim- 
eval forests,  with  its  dim  religious  light  and  its  awe-in- 
spiring stillness,  broken  by  scarcely  a  sound  save  their 
own  footfalls.  At  times,  perhaps,  the  spell  would  be 
broken  by  the  chatter  of  a  chipmunk  overhead,  or  the 
howl  of  some  beast  of  prey  in  the  dim  recesses  of  the 
woods.  But  silence  and  solitude  were  the  chief  char- 
acteristics of  the  land. 

The  difference  between  the  magnificent  forest  scen- 
ery of  that  day  and  the  sapling  woods,  choked  with 
briers  and  underbrush,  of  the  present  time  is  shown 
by  the  statement  that  "though  the  country  is  wilde 


■  Bjr  Ufvrg*  A.  bliov*,  faq. 

<  Tli«  old  litrturi.ni  did  uol  •«'**  to  tin  >urt  tin*  wIim  thu  f rttt 
IndUa  pentllKDC*  look  pUc«.  •utuo  placl nu  th»  <tel«  u  tarty  u  IS12. 
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and  overgrown  with  wood*,  yet  the  trees  stand  not 
th icke,  lint  n  man  may  well  ride  a  horse  among  them." 
This  park-liko  character  of  the  forest  was  duo  to  the 
Indian  custom  of  regularly  burning  the  leaves  under 
the  tree*  in  tho  spring,  thus  preventing  the  growth  of 
underbrush,  with  no  injury  to  the  trees.  Only  the 
wettest  swamps  escaped  these  nnnunl  fire*.  Journey- 
ing through  the  woods  in  the  days  of  the  Pilgrims 
could  be  performed  aa  easily  and  quickly  as  over 
cleared  land.  There  was  a  well-beaten  path  from 
Plymouth  to  Pokanoket,  remains  of  which  are  sup- 
posed to  still  exist  in  this  town  in  the  rows  of  flat 
stepping-stones  that  are  found  at  swampy  places, 
where  no  path  made  by  white  men  would  bo  likely  to 
be  encountered. 

Although  Dighton  was  settled  at  a  Inter  date  than 
many  other  towns  in  the  State,  yet  its  settlement  is 
mostly  veiled  in  obscurity,  and  only  a  few  traditions, 
|ierhaps  not  wholly  reliable,  have  been  handed  down 
concerning  the  first  settlers  and  the  time  previous  to 
Philip's  war.  One  of  these  traditions,  related  to  a 
friend  of  the  writer  of  these  pages  by  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  army  named  Snell,'  then  an  old  man 
of  eighty,  is  to  tho  effect  that  when  the  first  white 
men  settled  in  this  township,  the  only  cleared  land 
they  found,  excepting  the  salt  marshes  and  perhaps  a 
few  plantations  by  the  river,  was  a  level  tract  lying 
mostly  to  the  north  and  west  of  what  is  now  tho 
Iiower  Four  Corners.  This  tract,  perhaps  a  mile  in 
length  from  east  to  west,  was  several  hundred  acres 
in  extent,  and  was  used  by  the  natives  for  their  plan- 
tations on  account  of  its  level  surface  and  its  some- 
what light,  snndy  soil.  The  squaws,  who  did  most  of 
the  labor,  found  it  easy  to  plant  and  to  cultivate  with 
their  clam-shell  or  moose  shoulder-blade  hoes. 

The  eastern  limit  of  this  nboriginal  clearing  was 
east  of  the  old  slagc-road  that  runs  northerly  from 
the  Four  Corners,  while  at  its  western  end  it  took  in 
the  tracts  that  are  now  the  farms  of  C.  W.  Turner,  F. 
A.  Whitmarsh,  and  Isaac  Pierce.  At  its  southeast- 
ern corner  it  included  the  site  of  the  village  at  the 
Four  Corners,  and  also  the  cemetery  of  the  Unita- 
rian Society.  A  portion  of  this  large  tract  has  long 
been  known  u  the  Old  Field,  and  formerly  belonged 
to  Capt.  Rufus  Whitmarsh,  and  afterwards  to  Dr. 
Alfred  Wood,  who  established  the  Dighton  Nursery 
on  its  eastern  end.  It  is  now  owned  by  a  number  of 
persons.  Nearly  in  the  centre  of  this  great  clear  space, 
which  was  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  primeval 
forest,  was  n  large  white-oak  tree,  which  is  still  stand- 
ing, and  which  bids  fair,  unless  some  thoughtless 
vandal  shall  cut  it  down  for  timber  or  firewood,  or, 
as  was  done  with  Shakespeare's  mulberry,  to  mako 


'  Anthony  Snail,  Urn  old  Hut  - 1 - j 1 1 ■  ■ruxry  anldlor  refarrad  to,  a»w  a 
l»>l  rf*a!  of  S(hilnR  tn  Rtioda  I  aland  sod  alaawhar*.  II*  was  Anally 
Isktn  |*l*owr  and  carried  lu  England,  what*  ha  wna  kept  until  lha 
and  of  Ilia  war.  If*  llred  In  Ilia  houftp  on  the  Broad  Cova  mail  now 
owned  l»y  Ilia  limn  of  Jonathan  llathawuy.  Anthony  Snall'l  brother 
John  wm  alau  a  RaTolnllonary  toldiar. 


into  relics,  to  stand  for  centuries  to  come.  The 
growth  of  this  oak  has  been  very  slow  in  that  light 
soil,  and  it  may  have  been  a  good-sized  tree  when 
Columbus  landed  at  Guanahani.  It  is  not  the  largest 
white-oak  in  the  town,  but  it  is  a  stately  and  hand- 
some tree,  whose  sturdy  branches  have  stood  the 
onset  of  a  thousand  gales.  Close  to  its  trunk  runs  the 
private  lane  or  avenue  through  the  Old  Field.  If  the 
leaves  of  this  ancient  tree  had  the  gift  of  speech,  like 
those  of  the  talking  oak  in  tho  fable,  they  could  un- 
doubtedly tell  strange  stories  of  the  transactions  which 
have  taken  place  under  its  spreading  foliage,  for  here, 
according  to  tradition,  was  a  noted  and  favorite  ren- 
dezvous of  the  natives,  a  sort  of  alfrttco  hotel,  where 
they  were  accustomed  to  stop  all  night  when  out 
hunting  or  on  tho  war-path,  where  powwows  were 
held  and,  very  likely,  captives  tortured.  The  sachem 
Philip  and  sagamores,  it  is  said,  used  frequently  to 
visit  this  tree.  Yet  the  sagacious  and  wily  Metacom 
did  not  consider  even  this  isolated  spot  a  safe  trysting- 
place  for  himself  and  his  braves  when  they  were  con- 
spiring against  the  whites,  but  paddled  his  canoe  to 
the  barren  little  island  at  the  mouth  of  Assonet  River, 
known  to  this  day  as  Conspiracy  Island. 

Its  isolated  position,  remote  from  other  large  trees, 
the  traditions  connected  with  it,  and  it*  great  age 
make  this  oak  the  most  interesting  tree  in  this  vicinity. 
Some  distauce  to  the  north  of  this  tree,  but  within  the 
limits  of  the  clearing,  was  an  Indian  village  and  ceme- 
tery. A  house  was  built  not  far  from  their  sites  in  the 
last  century  by  one  Simeon  Perry.  It  was  afterwards 
known  as  the  Rooney  house,  and  is  no  longer  stand- 
ing. 

One-third  of  the  great  tract  or  farm  that  has  been 
described  was  planted  in  rotation  by  the  natives  each 
year,  which  left  two-thirds  of  tho  ground  fallow,  giv- 
ing the  soil  a  chance  to  recuperate  for  two  years  after 
each  crop.  Their  method  of  planting  was  laborious. 
It  consisted  in  scooping  out  holes  about  four  feet  apart, 
and  nearly  a  foot  deep,  into  each  of  which  was  placed 
one  or  more  herrings.  The  holes  were  then  partially 
filled  with  earth,  and  tho  seeds  planted  and  covered. 
Besides  corn,  they  raised  beans,  squashes,  and  a  sort 
of  sunflower  with  an  edible  root,  resembling  the  arti- 
choke. With  the  savory  succotash  and  the  toothsome 
parched  or  roasted  corn  ;  with  nuts  of  various  kinds 
to  be  had  for  the  gathering;  with  fish,  clams,  and 
oysters;  with  venison  and  other  game  meat,  the 
Indian,  gastronomically  considered,  would  not  have 
been  badly  off*  if  he  had  not  been  so  constitutionally 
lazy  and  improvident 

Tho  natives  who  inhabited  the  village  mentioned 
and  cultivated  tho  adjacent  plantations  were  un- 
doubtedly the  Pocassets;  this  tribe  also  inhabited  the 
territory  that  is  now  covered  by  the  towns  of  Tiverton, 
Somerset,  Swansea,  and  a  part  of  Rehoboth.  Like 
the  Wampanongs,  the  Namaskets,  and  the  Nansets, 
they  were  under  the  authority  of  Maasasoit,  and  after 
him,  of  his  sons,  Alexander  and  Philip. 
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The  traditions  which  have  thus  far  been  followed 
place  the  first  white  settlement  in  the  territory  now 
Dighton  around  the  great  Indian  farm  above  de- 
scribed. The  earliest  settlers  were  undoubtedly  squat- 
ters, but  whether  they  were  hunters  or  lumbermen,  or 
farmers  or  trappers,  or  a  little  of  each  is  not  related  ; 
neither  do  we  know  who  they  were,  nor  where  they 
came  from.  Their  houses  were  at  first  probably  log 
huts  for  temporary  shelter.  One  of  them  stood,  it  is 
said,  west  of  what  is  now  called  the  Pine  Swamp,  and 
not  far  from  the  site  of  the  Rooney  or  Perry  house 
referred  to.  Another  was  built  on  the  southern  edge 
of  the  clearing,  on  the  land  now  owned  by  Isaac  Pierce, 
while  a  third  was  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  cleared 
land,  not  far  from  the  grape-house  on  the  estate  of  the 
late  Dr.  Gardner  Peck.  These  spots  were  selected  as 
the  sites  of  their  homes  by  the  pioneer  settler*  on  ac- 
count of  their  natural  advantages,  being  on  the  edge 
of  the  deserted  plantation,  and  with  plenty  of  wood 
and  excellent  water  close  at  hand ;  at  each  of  these 
places  there  was  a  fine  spring,  which  saved  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  digging  a  well.  These  springs  were 
fully  appreciated  by  the  natives,  who  would  not  wil- 
lingly drink  out  of  a  stream  or  a  pond,  but  would  go 
long  distances  to  slake  their  thirst  ut  a  spring.  This 
was  one  of  their  whims,  or  perhaps  a  superstition. 

Many  Indian  relica  have  beeu  picked  up  on  the 
clearing  nnder  consideration,  such  as  arrow-heads  of 
quartz  and  sandstone,  fragments  of  tomahawks,  stone 
pestles,  and  other  implements  used  in  hunting  or  for 
domestic  purposes.  These  relica  are  especially  nu- 
merous in  the  vicinity  of  the  site  of  the  aboriginal 
village  and  cemetery  previously  mentioned.  No 
traces  of  the  Indian  graves  are  now  to  be  found,  as 
they  had  neither  mounds  of  earth  nor  tombstones  to 
mark  their  sites. 

The  squatters,  whom  the  tradition  states  had  their 
domiciles  on  the  edge  of  the  great  plain,  very  prob- 
ably removed  elsewhere  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
Indian  war  of  1676.  There  is  another  tradition  that 
when  hostilities  commenced  by  the  slaughter  of  the 
Swansea  people  only  one  family  of  white  persons  was 
living  on  the  South  Purchase,  now  Dighton,  which 
was  that  of  Capt.  Jared  Talbot.  It  is  related  that  he 
and  his  family  were  hastily  removed  to  Taunton  in 
boats  in  the  night.  At  Taunton  there  was  quite  a 
settlement,  and  there  was  a  block-house  for  refuge  and 
defense  in  esse  of  an  attack  by  the  savages.  The 
block-  or  garrison-house  stood  on  or  near  the  present 
site  of  Music  Hall.  Jared  Talbot's  name  occurs  fre- 
quently in  the  old  records,  as  will  be  seen  further  uti 
in  this  sketch.  Before  Philip  went  to  war  with  the 
English  he  had  sold  most  of  the  territory  that  had 
belonged  to  Massasoit,  including  the  land  in  this 
township;  of  the  latter  transaction  the  following  is  a 
brief  account. 

Dighton,  as  is  well  known,  was  once  a  part  of 
Taunton.  It  was  called  the  Taunton  South  Purchase, 
and  was  bought  by  a  company  of  Taunton  men  of  the 
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Sachem  Philip  for  one  hundred  and  ninety  pouuds, 
lawful  money.  The  land  was  bought  in  two  sections 
and  at  two  different  times.'  The  first  sectior.  was 
stated  to  be  three  miles  broad  on  the  river,  and  ex- 
tended back  into  the  woods  four  miles.  The  deed  of 
the  first  section  was  dated  the  28th  day  of  September, 
1672,  and  the  consideration  mentioned  was  one  hun- 
dred and  forty -three  pounds.  Thu  lund  was  conveyed 
to  a  committee  of  the  associates,  consisting  of  Wil- 
liam Brenton,  Esq.,  William  Harvey,  James  Walker,' 
Richard  Williams,  Walter  I)eanc,  George  Macy, 
and  John  Richmond,  who  transferred  the  deed,  ex- 
cepting their  own  rights,  to  the  Rev.  George  Shove, 
third  minister  of  Taunton,  and  aeventy-aix  associ- 
ates, or  proprietors  of  the  land. 

The  second  section  purchased  was  on  the  south  side 
of  the  first  section,  and  was  one  mile  wide  on  the 
river  and  four  miles  in  length.  The  price  paid  for  it 
was  forty -seven  pounds,  and  the  deed  was  dated  Oct. 
1,  1672.  It  was  ostensibly  bought  by  Constant  South- 
worth,  treasurer  of  the  Plymouth  Colony,  who  im- 
mediately transferred  the  deed  to  the  committee  of 
the  associates  mentioned.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that, 
according  to  the  value  of  unimproved  land  in  those 
days  and  the  much  greater  value  of  money  llieu  than 
now,  the  purchasers  paid  Philip  a  reasonable  price  for 
the  tract,  but  in  some  unexplained  way  they  managed 
to  get  excellent  measure,  the  town  being  over  five 
miles  in  length  on  the  river.  Soon  after  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  South  Purchase,  the  proprietors  sold  a 
tract  of  it  a  mile  wide  from  cast  to  west,  ami  two 
miles  in  length,  lyiug  in  the  southwest  corner,  to  the 
town  of  Swansea.  Tho  -Lite  of  the  transaction  and 
the  price  paid  for  the  laud  I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  a  record  of.  The  tract  has  since  been  known  as 
the  Two-Mile  Purchase. 

Previously  to  the  deeds  given  to  the  proprietors  by 
Philip,  the  only  mention  of  the  tract  comprising  the 
South  Purchase  is  in  a  paper  given  by  Philip  in  1603 
to  the  colonists,  confirming  certain  grants  of  his 
father,  Ossamequiu,  or  Massusoit.  The  lutter  hnd  ut 
an  early  period  grunted  to  the  Plymouth  people  the 
privilege  of  establishing  a  trading-house  at  Store- 
House  Point,  now  in  the  town  or  Somerset.  Philip, 
in  the  document  mentioned,  confirmed  the  privilege, 
and  included  the  use,  but  not  the  fee,  of  ccrtuin  other 
lands.  He  refers  to  "  the  incudows  upon  the  great 
river  downwards  so  far  as  Store- 1  louse  Point  M 
called,  with  all  the  meadows  of  Assonet  and  Broad 
Cove,  with  a  small  tract  of  land  bought  of  Ishbeii, 
lying  betwixt  the  marked  tree  at  the  pond  anil  the 
mouth  of  Niatoquahunnock,  or  Three-Mile  River." 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  where  the  pond  and 
the  murked  tree  mentioned  in  the  grunt  were  situ- 
ated. 

Soon  after  the  Indian  war  was  over  tho  South  Pur- 
chase began  to  be  settled  by  immigrants  from  Taun- 
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ton  proper  and  from  other  towns,  but  neither  written 
documents  nor  traditions  tell  us  much  in  regard  to 
their  names  or  their  doings  until  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  The  earliest  record  of  a 
marriage  to  be  found  in  the  town  books  is  as  follows: 
"  Jared  Talbut  and  Rebecca  Hathway  were  tnarryed 
in  ye  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  aud 
seven,  ye  fourth  day  of  May." 

Then  follows  an  entry  of  the  birth  of  a  son,  the 
name  obliterated :  "  —  ,  the  son  of  Jared  Tal- 
but by  Kel>ccca,  was  born  March  26  Anno  Domini, 
1688,  died  ye  eleventh  day  of  ye  same  month."  Hut 
this  loss  was  made  good  the  next  year  by  the  birth  of 
another  son, — "  .Fared  Talbut,  ye  son  of  Jared  Talbut 
by  Rebecca,  his  wife,  was  born  April  ye  fourth  day, 
1680."  In  1691  another  son  was  born,  who  was  named 
Josiah,  and  in  1692  twin  girls  made  their  appearance, 
but  both  died  in  a  few  days.  In  1693  another  pair  of 
girls  were  introduced  upon  the  scene,  but,  like  their 
predecessors,  their  lives  were  cut  short  before  the 
month  was  out.  Thereafter,  in  quick  succession,  came 
other  children, — Jacob,  John,  Elixabeth,  Scth,  Re- 
becca, Ebenexer,  Benjamin, — fourteen  children  in  all, 
but  not  more  than  half  of  them  surviving  the  perils 
of  infancy. 

Hcside*  Jared  Talbot,  only  three  other  heads  of 
families  are  mentioned  in  the  brief  records  of  the 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages  in  the  South  Purchase 
in  the  last  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  These 
are  Ephraim  Hathaway,  the  first  birth  in  whose  family 
of  eleven  was  in  1690;  Nicholas  Stephens,  the  first 
of  whose  nine  children  was  born  in  1696 ;  and  Ed- 
ward Babbitt,  who  had  nine  children,  the  first  being 
bom  in  1695.  The  names  that  occur  in  the  records 
of  the  enrly  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  prior  to 
1712,  when  the  town  wns  incorporated,  are  as  follows, 
only  heads  of  families  being  mentioned:  David  Walker, 
Edward  Shove,  Ebenezer  Pitts.SamucI  Talbut.Nathan 
Walker,  John  Burt,  and  Abraham  Hathaway.  The 
records  were  very  imperfectly  kept  in  those  days  and 
for  many  years  afterwards,  and  many  of  the  births, 
deaths,  and  marriages  that  occurred  were,  probably, 
not  recorded  at  all.  This  imperfection  of  tho  old 
record  books  is  more  noticeablo  in  the  marriages  and 
deaths  than  in  the  births. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  extracts  that 
Jared  Talbot,  one  of  the  first  authentic  settlers  of 
the  South  Purchase,  was  not  married  until  ten  years 
after  the  close  of  Philip's  war,  so  that  the  tradition 
in  regard  to  his  family's  removal  to  Taunton  on  the 
breaking  out  of  hostilities  is  apparently  incorrect.1 
The  house  that  he  built  has  long  since  been  torn 
down.  It  stood  near  the  town  burying-ground  on 
the  hill,  on  the  cast  side  of  the  old  Bristol  and 
Taunton  road,  and  not  far  from  where  Dexter  Pierce's 


house  now  stands.  The  Rebecca  Hathaway  that  he 
married  was  probably  the  daughter  of  John  Hatha- 
way, one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  South 
Purchase.  Talbot  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of 
considerable  influence  in  the  settlement  on  the  South 
Purchase,  active  in  church  matters,  as  well  as  in  secu- 
lar nfTiiirs.  In  the  records  he  is  sometimes  called  Capt. 
Jared  Talbot  and  sometimes  Jared  Talbot,  Esq.  He 
died  Jan.  21,  1733.  His  wife  survived  him  nine  years. 
He  was  the  second  clerk  of  the  town,  the  first  having 
been  Joseph  Deane.  He  also  served  the  town  as  one 
of  the  assessors,  and  was  a  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  in  1722.  He  also  took  an  active  part  in 
securing  an  act  of  the  Legislature  incorporating  the 
town.  His  influence  in  the  community  is  shown  in 
the  following  agreement,  drawn  up  in  1708,  between 
the  inhabitants  on  the  west  side  of  Taunton  River 
and  those  on  the  east  side : 

u  To  *U  ChrwHan  nespie  to  wsem  taste  ormmti  msll  cm* ;  K  now  ye, 
Ihut,  whereas,  we,  ye  .ubsertbers.  Inhabitant!  of  Taunton  Joint  Pur- 
cham,  together  with  worn*  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  I'd  Taunton  on  y«  east 
•Meof  Taunton  great  river,  nan  preper'd  a  pall  thin  to  ye  General  Oourt 
to  be  drawn  off  from  a'd  Taunton  and  to  bo  a  Towuahlp  or  a  precinct  be 
ourselves,  our  heirs  and  auecamora  voluntarily  agree  to  and  with  je  In- 
hablunu  on  y*  east  aid*  of  s"d  river,  »le_  all  aad  wary  of  Ui«m  that 
am  contained  within  ye  bound*  eel  In  e'd  petition,  to  all  and  every  of  ye 
fol towing  artlclea,  and  w*  do  b]r  them  presents,  bind  and  obligeoursslves, 
ours  and  every  of  onr  heir*  and  successors,  to  full]]  and  perform  all  and 
•eery  of  jr*  foUowIng  article* : 

"  First.  We,  jr  Inhaldtant*  of  *'d  Tannlon  Booth  Purchase  do  eov- 
onant,  promise,  and  engage,  to  aad  with  ye  Inhabitant*  on  ye  met  eld* 
of  *'d  Taunton  great  river,  els.,  all  thorn  that  are  contained  within  TO 
bound ■  or  llrolle  of  oar  petition,  that  at,  or  an*  lime  after  ye  expiration 
or  end  of  fifteen  year*  after  ye  date  of  them  presents.  If  *'d  Inhabitants 
on  ye  rest  side  of  mid  river,  with  the  rmt  of  their  neighbor*  living  con- 
venient, do*  Judge  thetmelve.  capable  and  'do*  go*  about  to  obtain  • 
part  '  'it.  ur  township.  In  order  to  settle  ys  gospel  among  themselves, 
that  vte,  y*  mid  Inhabitant*  of  y*  South  Purchase,  will  not  molest,  de- 
tain, or  blml*r  them,  bvtt  that  they  shall  be  fro*  from  all  y»  obligations 
to  us,  and  we  putting  them  to  no  charge  on  any  account. 

» tt.dly.  Wo,  ye  Inhabitants  of  s"d  South  Purchase,  do  covenant,  prom- 
ise, and  engage  to  and  anlu  j  <  Inhabitant*  on  y*  east  aide  of  y*  *'d  river, 
that  we  will,  on  our  own  cost  and  charg*,  build  awl  completely  finish  a 
convenient  Meeting  House,  of  convenient  btgnsmforall  our  Inhabitant, 
within  y.  confine.  «r  our  mid  *d  precinct,  and  I'd  I 
to  be  completely  finished,  within  sod  without,  within  y.  space  of 


at  thslr  charge  and  cost,  will  provide  a  sufficient  settlement,  both  of 
lioneing  and  lands,  for  a'd  mlnletsr,  from  all  of  which  charge*  aforesaid 
y*  a'd  Inhabitant*  of  *'d  South  Purchase  doe  engage  to  free  a'd  Inhabi- 
tants on  y.  east  aide  of  I'd  river ;  and,  further,  that  when  a'd  meeting- 
house  Is  so  finished,  then  our  nelghltors  on  ys  east  slds  of  e'd  Hvsr  shsll 
have  a«  good  right  In  It  a*  though  they  had  carried  on  their  part*  In 
building  It,  according  to  ys  proportion  of  rale*  they  doe  pay.  Nexlly, 
we,  ye  Inhabitant*  of  ye  east  elds  of  I'd  river,  doe  covenant  and  premiss 
as  aforesaid,  that  we  am  11  ■  he  at  equal  charge*  wlUt  them  of  s'd  Sooth 
Purchase  In  procuring  and  maintaining  a  minister  so  long  as  w*  con- 
tinue to  meet  together  and  no  longer. 

"3d.  Jared  Talbot,  for  hlmeatf  and  hi*  •occemor*,  doth  covenant  ss 
alove,  to  and  with  ys  Inhabitant*  on  I'd  seat  .Id*  of  «'d  river,  and  their 
•nreemore,  that  both  hinsmir  and  they  shall  and  will  allow  and  And  • 
convenient  way  to  a'd  meeting-homes  from  ye  great  river  to  ye  country 
road  on  ye  weal  side  of  e'd  Talbot",  land,  for  e'd  Inhabitant*  to  go  to  *'d 
a'd  way  to  be  just  above  1 
on  ye  south  eld*  of  y*  ■ 


"4thly.  We,  ye  Inhabitant*  of 
the*!  **•  it  III  Uvj  •»  *N)imI  font  wmI 
*id.of.'drivsr.lo 
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naeelog  oesr  to  nisetl  iig,  end  eo  li>i>f  u  ill. >y  continue  to  mart  together 
aud  iki  longer. 

"•Ihly.  It  U  mutually  Agreed  67  buth  pertise  afurrs'd  and  aa  aboee  I'd, 
that  ye  tBeetlng-boiase  ahall  ba  aal  i/u  ye  bill,  on  ye  west  atda  of  ye  way, 
orar  against  Talbot'a  new  d  wel II iig  houee.  aud  adjoining  a*d  way. 

"SlMy.  II  ■  mutually  agreed  by  both  partlaa  aforee'd.  that  when  we 
ban  a  achool  kept.  It  aliall  ba  kept  somelio.ee  en  sua  atda  of  eM  rlTer, 
and  sometimee  OD  ya  other  aide  of  e'd  rtrsr,  according  to  ya  propurtkw 
of  catea  lhay  do  pay, 
-  had*,  It  la  mutually  agre«l  by  ba 


ou  ye  waat  aftda  of  I'd  rienr, 
on  ya  aaal  atda  of  ya  rlesr.  base  InlarTuangeably  aal 
presents,  Ihla  twenty. uflh  day  of  February,  A  duo 


"  Bin j  Baiooa. 

"7km.  Junes. 
"Km.  UatmawaT. 
"Uaao  Pool. 
*  Matthew  Baiooa. 
'•J  una  Wood. 


Titos.  Daiaoa. 
Aaioa  Baiooa. 
Jours  Pool. 
Janes  Talsct. 
Hiciia*d  Horaixa. 

Hi  in  a.i  Ho**, 
8»asu.  Talbot. 


TbU  agreement  certainly  shows  a  very  liberal  spirit 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  South  Purchase.  At 
ne  Aaaonet  Neck,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
1  a  part  of  Taunton.1  It  had  been  annexed  to  the 
colony  in  1677  aa  part  of  the  domain  forfeited  by 
Philip  when  he  took  up  arms  against  the  colonials, 
and  it  was  purchaaed  from  the  government  by  aix 
Taunton  men,  Rev.  George  Shove,1  James  Walker, 
James  Tisdale,  Walter  Deane,  William  Harvey,  and 
Richard  Williams.  In  July,  1632,  it  whs  annexed  to 
Taunton.  May  SO,  1712,  the  town  of  Dighton  was 
incorporated,  and  Aasonet  Neck  was  joined  to  the 
South  Purchase  aa  a  part  of  the  town.  The  name  of 
Dighton,  it  is  well  known,  was  bestowed  upon  the 
new  township  out  of  respect  for  the  wife  of  Richard 
Williams,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  South 
Purchase,  and  who  haa  been  called  the  father  of 
Taunton.  Hie  wife's  maiden  name  was  Frances 
Dighton.  She  was  a  very  estimable  woman,  and  was 
a  sister  of  the  wife  of  Qovernor  Thomas  Dudley. 
Until  within  a  few  years  there  was  only  one  Dighton 
in  the  United  States,  which  was  a  great  advantage  in 
preventing  the  miscarriage  of  mail  matter  addressed 
to  the  post-office*  here,  but  the  name  is  no  longer 
unique,  there  is  a  young  Dighton  in  the  thriving 
State  of  Kansas. 

It  ia  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  early  records  of 
thia  town  were  so  imperfectly  kept.   The  proprietor's 
gives  some  interesting  documents,  copies  of  the 


i  of  the  South  Purchase,  with  fuotimilcM  of  the 
marke  of  Philip  and  his  sagamores,  and  a  few  other 


documents  that  are  read  over  with  interest,  but  very 
much  is  omitted  that  we  would  like  to  know  about, 
nor  was  the  record  much  better  kept  for  many  years 
after  the  town  was  incorporated.  The  earliest  record- 
book  of  town  affairs  was  kept  with  very  little  regard 
for  sequence  of  dates  in  the  entries,  the  clerks  appa- 
rently making  use  of  whatever  part  of  the  book  they 
happened  to  open  upon  first,  and  sometimes,  it  would 
seem,  forgetting  to  open  it  at  all.  This  makes  ita  mat- 
ter of  great  difficulty,  if  not  an  i  in  possibility,  to  give 
anything  like  a  connected  history  of  town  affairs  as 
far  as  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  ia  con- 
cerned. The  record  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages, 
was  quite  as  imperfectly  and  carelessly  kept  aa  the 
record  of  town  affair*.  For  instance,  the  "  intention* 
of  marriage,"  in  the  oldest  book,  outnumber  the 
marriages  by  several  hundreds,  from  which  a  person 
having  no  knowledge  of  the  slackness  of  town  clerka 
in  those  days  might  infer  that  people  then  were  wiser 
than  now,  and  that  inatead  of  the  post-nuptial  re- 
pentance, which  now  loads  with  libels  the  dockets  of 
the  divorce  courts,  they  repented  before  the  fatal 
knot  was  tied. 

Among  the  earliest  entries  is  the  following,  dated 
Dec.  1U,  1709: 


t  In  17W  Aaaonat  Neck  was  detached  from  PighUin  aud  annaiad  to 
Barkis*. 

<  Bee.  Qeorge  Shoeo,  third  minister  <if  Tauotuu,  ami  one  of  (lie  original 
proprietors  of  the  South  Purchase ,  aa  wall  aa  of  tha  North  Purcliaaa  aud 
of  Aasuusl  Nack,  waa  probably  burn  In  Dvrcbratsr,  In  this  stats,  waa  or- 
dained Not.  It.  IMA,  and  Ulad  lo  April,  Ivs7.  Us  waa  tl.a  progenitor  of 
all  lbs  SuoTas  Is  Bristol  County.  Tha  name  waa  originally  Hhuiel,  Itae- 
lag  luat  au  I  by  eltaieu  eftei  crossing  tha  Atlantic.  An  eminent  member 
of  tha  news  In  Kaglaod  was  Sir  Cloudaaly  Shovel,  admiral  aud  naval 
hare  of  lha  Uat  half  of  the  ee'eiileeath  csutury.  The  name  la  aaid  lo 
hare  boon  dsrirsd  from  Uie  French  cAseai,  a  heme. 


This  was  a  very  important  step  in  the  young  com- 
munity on  the  South  Purchase.  Hitherto  the  scat- 
tered farmers  and  their  families,  which  comprised  the 
settlement,  had  been  obliged  to  attend  meeting  at 
Tauoton;  they  had  no  riding  carriages,  but  some 
probably  rode  in  the  rude  farm-wagons,  while  others 
rode  on  horse-back  or  on  ox-back,  for  ox-saddles  were 
not  unknown  to  that  generation,  the  women  and  chil- 
dren riding  bebiud  the  men  on  pillions,  while  many 
no  doubt  walked  the  five  to  eight  miles  distance  and 
return,  most  of  the  way  being  through  the  woods  and 
over  a  rough  road  but  little  better  than  a  cart-path. 
The  year  before  a  meeting-house  had  been  built.  It 
alood  on  the  hill  where  the  old  town  burying-ground 
now  is.  It  was  probably  a  small  aud  mde  ailair,  but 
it  was  better  than  none,  and  answered  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  built.  The  hill  upon  which  it  stood  is 
a  bare,  bleak,  gravelly  knoll,  such  us  formed  the 
favorite  sites  of  our  ancestors  for  the  meeting-hou»e 
and  school-house ;  partly,  perhaps,  because  in  such 
places  nothing  would  grow  but  brumbies  and  huckle- 
berry bushes.  The  first  mention  of  tho  new  meeting- 
house  in  the  records  is  as  follows,  the  date  being 
(obliterated)  1710: 

"  It  was  also  voted  by  us  of  the  South  Purchase  to 
allow  Jooeph  Pool,  Thomas  Jones,  and  Matthew 
Briggs  sixteen  pounds  and  ten  shillings  fo 
(seating)  at  the  meeting-house." 

One  would  like  to  have  a  photograph  of  that  i 
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ing-hot.se,  a*  well  as  photographs  of  the  preacher  and 
hi*  flock.  Yet,  while  their  drew  was  somewhat  dif- 
ferent, tho  farmers  nnd  their  families  of  that  day 
probably  looked  very  much  like  the  people  we  see 
around  us.  In  looking  at  old  -lorlraita  and  statues 
the  same  types  of  features  are  recognized  that  are 
seen  every  day  in  the  streets,  and  one  is  reminded  of 
Hawthorn's  remark  that  the  heads  of  the  old  Roman 
emperors  look  like  those  of  Yankee  politicians. 
Even  in  the  oldest  antiques,  like  the  Cesnola  statues 
from  Cyprus  in  the  New  York  Metropolitan  Museum 
of  Art,  we  see  faces  that  recall  those  of  people  we 
have  known,  although  these  portrait-statues  ante- 
date by  hundreds  of  years  tho  Christian  era.  The 
constancy  of  human  nature  to  itself  throughout  the 
ages  is  one  of  the  marvels  of  existence. 

Not  much  is  known  of  Nathaniel  Fisher,  whom  the 
people  of  the  South  Purchase  called  to  be  their  first 
spiritual  shepherd,  but  from  the  meagre  information 
we  have  he  appears  to  have  been,  if  not  a  brilliant 
preacher,  at  least  a  worthy  and  conscientious  man 
and  a  faithful  minister.  He  was  born  about  the  year 
16S6,  where  is  not  certainly  known,  but  probably  in 
one  of  the  towns  of  Norfolk  County.  He  graduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1706;  was  ordained  in  1710, 
when  he  commenced  preaching  in  the  Taunton  South 
Purchase,  and  he  continued  in  office  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Aug.  SO,  1777,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
one.  He  had  four  children, — Elizabeth,  Abigail, 
Jeremiah,  and  Nathaniel.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died 
Sept.  23,  17G5,  in  her  seventieth  year. 

A  story  has  been  handed  down  concerning  his 
daughter  Elizabeth,  which  is  as  follows.  It  seems 
that  she  had  an  admirer  named  Pitta,  who  dropped 
in  frequently  to  spend  the  evening,  and  sometimes 
stayed  till  n  late  hour.  It  is  probable  that  his  visita 
were  not  altogether  unacceptable  to  the  presumably 
fair  Belly,  as  she  was  called;  but  having  a  fun-loving 
disposition,  she  played  him  a  practical  joke  that  put 
an  end  to  his  attentions  to  herself  and  caused  a  good 
deal  of  gossip  in  the  neighborhood.  The  lovers  were 
sitting  up  together  one  Sunday  evening  in  the  front 
room,  alter  the  fnmily  hail  retired,  and  as  the  court- 
ship was  pretty  well  along,  Betty  was  sitting  in  her 
admirer's  lap.  While  in  this  interesting  situation, 
young  Pitts  was  ungallaut  enough  to  fall  asleep. 
Whether  he  was  naturally  of  a  somnolent  habit,  or 
whether  he  was  fatigued  by  the  labors  of  the  week, 
can  only  be  conjectured.  At  all  events  he  fell  into  a 
deep  slumber,  which  Elizabeth  perceiving,  she  gently 
disengaged  herself  from  her  sleeping  beau's  arms  and 
very  carefully  put  a  churn,  which  stood  in  the  room, 
in  the  place  she  had  vacated.  Then  she  softly  went 
upstairs  to  her  little  bed  and  awaited  the  result  of 
her  practical  joke.  She  did  not  have  to  wait  long, 
for  soon  there  was  a  surprising  racket  in  the  room 
below  as  the  heavy  churn  fell  from  the  astonished 
sleeper's  arms  and  rolled  over  the  floor.  Her  rev- 
erend father  hastily  got  up  and,  in  scanty  raiment. 


came  out  to  see  what  all  the«noise  was  about  Pitta 
made  such  explanation  as  his  naturally  bewildered 
condition  permitted,  and  with  scant  ceremony  left 
the  house*  never  to  enter  it  again. 

This  story  of  the  beau  and  the  churn  was  published 
in  a  local  newspaper  many  years  ago,  but  the  scene 
was  laid  in  another  locality  and  with  different  dra- 
ma/it  perionir.  As  the  writer  had  the  story  from  one 
of  Mr.  Fisher's  great-grandchildren,  who  vouched  for 
its  truth,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  affair  happened 
in  this  town,  and  in  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Fisher,  and  that  his  daughter  Betty  was  the  chief 
actor  in  the  little  comedy.  Whether  she  found  the 
result  of  her  practical  joking  as  amusing  in  the  end, 
when  her  lover  did  not  come  back,  is  questionable.1 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  chosen  to 
make  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Fisher  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  his  salary,  will  show  the  manner  of  paying 
the  ministers  in  colonial  days: 

-TiCimm,  8o«th  IWi«c»,  Jbi»»  IS,  1710. 

propooala  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Tteher.  for  hla  encouragement  to  nettle 
amoBgot  ue  In  ye  "acred  employ  of  J.  mlnUtry,  I.»t.  held  ■  treaty  with 
him.  and  ban  mad*  Dm  following  prafHwOi  to  him  (eta.)  that  in  will 
give  him  for  the  Bret  three  year.  forty-Bve  ponnda,  and  than  to  nlaa  to 
afty  ponnda,  and  to  continue  It  Uiraa  >  tan  and  than  to  ralae  It  to  aixty 
ponnda.  and  lo  continue  Ihraa  yean,  and  attar  that  aa  haada  and  astolas 
Incroaee  to  riee  till  II  eomaa  to  eeventy  ponnda,  and  then  atop,  which 
propoaala  Mr.  Ilahar  -III  lata  up  withal. 

"  Jasra  Tauor. 
■  Hieaaap  Homsa. 
"Joaara  nun. 
"Jona  Causa. 
-  Eeianta  Prrra." 

The  salary  arranged  for  the  future  by  the  rules  of 
arithmetical  progression,  according  to  the  probable 
increase  of  heads  and  estates,  was  paid  one-third  in 
money  and  two-thirds  in  "  merchantable  pay,  equiva- 
lent to  money."  .  A  part  of  this  merchantable  pay 
consisted  of  rum  and  lumber.  Mr.  Fisher  having 
with  his  growing  family  more  use  for  provisions  than 
for  rum  and  lumber,  succeeded  finally  in  getting  pro- 
visions substituted  therefor. 

I  Aa  a  aeon*!  to  Uitv  Uttla  romence  Uta  following  entry  In  tha  town- 
record  of  marriagee  may  bo  lnlaraalln(,  at  leaet,  to  tha  lady  raadara  ef 
llila  •hatch : 

■  September  ya  TBth,  1743,  Jobe  Wlnalow  and  Ellaabeth  Fleber  were 
married  by  Rat,  Natl>anlal  Planar."  Tha  Job  Wlnalnw  timt  married 
Ellaale-tb  waa  afterward!  Ilealcnant-coli.nrl  In  the  Second  Regiment, 
8eoond  Brigade  of  the  Brtetol  Oonnly  militia  He  had  prerlowdy  been 
In  active  aervlee  aa  a  captain,  and  ateo  aa  a  major  In  the  French  and  In- 
dian war.  They  had  four  children.  Thelraon  Job  waa  a  celooal  In  tha 
Bedlam. 

Elitebeth  "libera  Brat  lover,  Oeorge  Pitta,  tha  km  of  the  chnrn,  also 

Uie  town,  and  held  other  ofBcea.   Ha  appeara  to  have  bean  a  capable. 

On  the  theatrical  ataga,  tragady  la  aometlmaa  followed  by  a  comady 
or  a  farce,  but  on  the  elage  of  Ufa  the  order  la  urnally  warned,  and  the 
tragic  lags  not  far  behind  tha  comic  Oapt  Oaurge  Pitta  died  of  small- 
pox. Dec.  11),  |  to.  In  hi.  forty.nlnlh  year.  Ilia  wife,  Elienbrth,  died 
during  the  following  March,  of  tha  aunedreadfnl  dlaeaae,  aa  did  alao  an 
Infant  daughter.  They  ware  all  hurled  In  an  out-of-the-way  epot,on  the 
weaiern  border  of  the  ptoe  awamp.  Wllhln  a  fair  yean  the  aM  elate 
•looee  marking-  Ihelr  gravee  have  been  removed  to  the  burying  ground 
ol  Ibr  Unitarian  Society. 
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Hiring  a  minister  for  life,  as  was  the  custom  in 
those  days,  was  a  very  serious  business,  and  the  people 
of  the  South  Precinct  no  doubt  gave  the  matter  a 
great  deal  of  consideration.  It  was  almost  like 
choosing  a  king  to  rule  over  them.  The  ministers 
then  were  the  most  influential  men  in  their  precincts. 
They  were  not  only  arbiters  in  things  spiritual  and 
ecclesiastical,  but  they  were  frequently  men  of  affairs, 
engaged  in  large  business  transactions,  like  the  Rev. 
Hugh  Peters,  of  Salem,  in  commerce,  and  the  Rev. 
George  Shove,  of  Taunton,  in  real  estate ;  they  were, 
besides,  sometimes  the  only  physicians,  lawyers,  and 
teachers  in  their  precincts,  so  that  each  local  town 
government  in  the  colonies  might  well  be  termed  a 
hierocracy,  tempered  by  the  town-meeting.  With  the 
lapse  of  years  and  the  mental  emancipation  they 
have  brought  the  hierocracy  has,  in  secular  mattors 
at  least,  taken  a  back  seat,  and  the  town-meeting,  as 
the  embodiment  of  the  common  sense  of  each  com- 
munity, is  the  chief  arbiter  under  the  law  of  local 
affairs  outside  of  the  cities. 

Nathaniel  Fisher  was  the  sole  minister  of  the  town 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  in  his  declining 
years  was  furnished  with  an  assistant  His  name  will 
occur  hereafter  in  the  course  of  this  sketch. 

The  town  in  1718  was  fairly  started  upon  its  corpo- 
rate history.  At  that  time  it  was  divided  into  two 
parts  by  Taunton  River,  which  was  a  great  incon- 
venience in  many  ways,  for  as  yet  a  bridge  was  hardly 
thought  of.  Ou  the  east  side  of  the  river  the  town 
included  the  whole  of  Assonet  Neck,  and  extended 
northerly  as  far  as  the  present  site  of  the  old  meet- 
ing-house on  Berkley  Common.  It  having  become 
necessary  to  make  provision  for  the  impounding  of 
stray  cattle  and  for  the  punishment  of  offenders 
against  the  laws,  the  following  vole  was  passed  at  a 
town-meeting  held  Dec.  21,  1718: 

"  Voted  to  make  two  pounds;  that  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river  Capt  Talbot  give*  the  land  to  set  it  on, 
joyning  to  the  road,  near  the  meeting-house ;  the  one 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  Edward  Paull  gives  the 
land  to  set  it  on.  Voted  also  that  the  Selectmen 
should  exact  (i.e.,  survey)  the  lines  of  the  township, 
set  up  stocks  and  whipping-post,  and  make  the 
pounds." 

There  has  been  an  advance  in  the  methods  of  pun- 
ishing criminals  since  that  vote  was  passed.  If  stocks 
and  whipping-post  were  to  be  set  up  now  in  front  of 
the  town  hall,  they  would  not  probably  rcniaiu  there 
very  long.  There  was  a  public  ferry  st  that  time  be- 
tween the  two  sections  of  the  town.  It  was  located 
about  half  a  mile  below  the  present  site  of  Berkley 
and  Dighton  bridge.  In  1715  it  was  voted  to  put  the 
ferry-boat  into  the  hands  of  Capt.  J  a  red  Talbot  and 
Deacon  Abraham  Hathaway  for  three  years,  "the 
boat  to  be  free  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  on  all 
public  days,  the  said  Talbot  and  Hathaway  agreeing 
to  keep  said  ferry-boat  in  good  repair  all  said  time  at 
their  own  coat"    Afterwards  another  ferry  wa*  es- 


tablished about  a  mile  farther  down  the  river,  at  a 
narrow  place  opposite  the  lower  wharves  in  Dighton. 
The  point  of  land  on  the  Berkley  side  is  still  known 
as  the  Ferry  Point,  and  is  a  part  of  the  fishing-ground 
of  Shove  &  Nichols. 

The  tax-rate  was  probably  of  more  general  interest 
among  the  necessarily  frugal  people  of  ihe  colouial 
period  than  at  present,  when  wealth  and  the  mean* 
of  getting  wealth  have  so  largely  increased,  and  the 
following  bill  of  charges  for  the  first  year  after  the 
town's  incorporation  was  undoubtedly  closely  scru- 
tinized by  the  tax-payers  in  town- meeting  assembled  : 


-  Bin  or  Chasou  rut  171!. 

t   a>  4 

Mr.  Ki  §  tier  'i  si :  ii  o  lust  pmrnt  jaar  -   60    0  u 

Caul.  Tnluot,  uktalnlng  pmluil  and  laaaatilu  -   17  ts 

Edward  Paull,  dieting  acUuolaiMtrr  for  1711... ..................  »  0 

TImhosi  Juum,  dl«lHic  •clMolaiiwttr  mjs*  yrar..._.   1  10 

I i.  i-i  i  mi  L  1  1 1  L. .  .1  ii  I  Li.g  k  I. .a. I  auuter  ume  yen  r   2  10 

Kdwm-d  fli.m,  staking  i»L  for  1711   1 

Samuol  Waldrou,  waking  rato  fur  mm*  jaar........  ...  .......  ft 

Jiawpti  Wood,  tanking;  rata  for  sua*  yaar  -   ft) 

Conatant  1'ilL,  making  rule  for  «aiu.  year..  N   ft 

U>o>lal.l<' Nallhaw  llrlrga,  galhrrliig  Mr.  rialwr't  rala<  ...  3  7 

S.niu.1  Wliltmaraii,  making  rale  aain.  yaar........  „....  S 

Vot  foitUIng  ll..  forry-Uwl  „  _   »    0  O 

lluakiua,  asking  rat.  ean»  jaar   I  4 

•..           amounting  lo   £87    13  »" 


The  cost  of  living  could  not  have  been  high  at  that 
time,  when  ten  pounds  would  board  the  schoolmaster 
for  a  year.  The  salary  of  a  school  master  was  from 
twenty  to  thirty  pounds  a  year.  Some  of  the  school- 
masters were  men  of  good  education,  and  could  teach 
Latin  and  Greek  if  occasion  required,  and  moot  of 
them  had  firm  faith  in  the  truth  of  the  Solomonic 
dictum  that  to  spare  the  rod  was  to  spoil  the  child. 
If  the  master  gave  satisfaction— and  the  people  were 
easily  satisfied — he  was  it  I  most  aa  much  of  a  fixture 
in  the  community  as  was  the  minister,  teaching  in 
the  same  little  school-house  year  after  year.  The 
curriculum  of  the  common  schools  was  made  up  of 
much  fewer  studies  than  at  present.  To  be  able  to 
read,  write,  cipher,  and  spell  in  a  passable  manner, 
and  to  know  a  little  about  the  countries  of  the  globe, 
was  about  all  thnt  was  ex|iected  of  a  boy  when  he 
left  off  going  to  school  and  began  his  battle  with  the 
material  forces  of  nature,  whether  on  the  laud  or  on 
the  sea.  There  arc  those  who  think  that  the  schools 
of  that  time  turned  out  young  men  and  women  having 
more  force,  earnestness,  and  probity  of  character  than 
is  shown  by  the  young  men  and  women  of  the  present 
day  when  they  leave  school,  although  they  may  have 
obtained  a  smattering  of  many  studies  that  their 
great-great-grandfathers  and  mothers  knew  nothing 
of, — physiology,  drawing,  book-keeping,  algebra, 
mimic,  and  the  like.  Hut  schools,  although  an  im- 
portant factor,  are  not  wholly  responsible  for  the 
formation  of  the  characters  of  young  men  and  women. 
The  mode  of  life  and  the  example  and  teaching  of 
the  parents  have  quite  as  much  influence  in  the 
formation  of  the  characters  of  children  as  the  school 
they  attend.    The  people  of  the  colonics  were  a 
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serious,  industrious,  earnest  people,  thoroughly  im-  ' 
preMeH,  through  their  religious  teachings,  that  this  j 
life  is  hut  the  prelude  to  either  endless  joy  or  endless 
torment;  hence  even  the  children  had  much  of  the 
earnestness  and  staidncss  of  their  elders. 

Whether  the  people  enjoyed  life  as  much  then  as  peo- 
ple do  now  is  a  question  that  has  been  often  discussed. 
It  in  argued  that  cultivated  perceptions  of  the  beautiful 
in  nature  and  art  are  one  of  the  chief  aids  to  rational 
enjoyment  of  life,  and  that  such  cultivated  percep- 
tions being  lacking  in  colonial  times,  the  people  then 
were  deprived  of  a  great  source  of  enjoyment;  and, 
furthermore,  that,  having  few  books,  snd  those  chiefly 
dreary  homilies  or  tedious  disquisitions  on  the  doc- 
trinal points  of  their  gloomy  religion,  while  news- 
papers and  mngaxines  were  almost  unknown,  they 
knew  but  little  of  the  enjoyment  to  be  derived  from 
a  healthy  love  of  reading. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  said  that,  living  a 
simpler  and  more  physically  active  life,  those  who 
survived  the  perils  of  infancy  had  better  health  than 
the  majority  of  people  have  now.  They  knew  but 
little  of  nervous  disorders  or  of  dyspepsia,  which 
make  life  a  torment  to  so  many  people  nowadays,  and 
if  having  plenty  of  work  to  do  is  a  chief  source  of 
happiness,  as  Carlyle  and  other  philosophers  have 
taught,  they  found  labor  enough  to  do  at  hand  in 
clearing  the  wilderness  and  finding  food  and  cloth- 
ing for  themselves  and  their  large  families.  On 
the  whole,  it  Is  to  be  doubted  whether  existence  is 
more  enjoyable  to  their  descendants  than  it  was  to 
them. 

Most  of  the  dwellings  of  that  period  have  disap- 
peared long  ngo,  and  the  few  that  remain  have,  with 
rare  exceptions,  been  altered  snd  modernized  until 
it  is  difficult  to  tell  how  they  originally  looked. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  architecture  of 
one  of  these  old  houses  is  the  huge  chimney,  around 
which  the  house  was  apparently  built.  The  kitchen 
fireplace  was  usually  an  enormous  chasm,  in  which 
cord-wood  was  burnt  without  sawing,  and  in  which 
one  could  sit  and  look  up  the  sooty  cavern  to  the  sky. 
On  cold  winter  evenings  the  huge  high-backed  settle 
was  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  fire  to  keep  off  draughts. 
The  mug  of  cider  was  brought  up  from  the  cellar,  and 
perhaps  a  dish  of  apples  or  nuts  passed  around,  or 
oysters  were  roasted  on  the  coals.  While  the  fire 
blaxed  up  brightly  there  was  little  need  of  the  tallow 
candles  which  flared  and  sputtered  and  scut  minia- 
ture eruptions  of  melted  grease  down  the  candle- 
sticks. Punctually  at  nine  o'clock  the  family  retired 
to  their  four-post  bedsteads  and  feather-beds,  to  be  up 
in  the  morning  at  break  of  day  or  earlier. 

In  one  aspect  of  their  lives  the  colonists  were  in- 
tensely practical  and  seemingly  devoted  to  material 
interests,  but  when  we  think  how  their  religious  be- 
lief dominated  over  their  lives,  and  what  sacrifices 
they  were  ready  to  make  for  tho  support,  of  the 
church,  wo  perceive  that  they  led  dual  lives ;  with 


most  of  them  the  spiritual  life  was  of  far  greater 
importance  than  the  life  of  the  senses.1 

The  town  officers  chosen  for  1712,  the  first  year  of 
the  town  government,  were  as  follows :  Town  Clerk, 
Joseph  Deane;  Col.  Ebenezer  Pitts,  Edward  Paull, 
and  James Tisdale  were  chosen  selectmen;  John  Burt 
and  David  Walker,  constables;  Samuel  Waldron, 
Daniel  Axtel,  and  Abraham  Shaw,  assessors ;  Ensign 
John  Crane,  town  treasurer;  John  Wood  and  Isaac 
Hathaway,  tithingmen ;  Abraham  Hathaway  and 
John  Wood,  surveyors  for  ways;  Thomas  Burt  and 
Isaac  Pool,  fence- viewers ;  John  White  and  Richard 
Wood,  field-drivers;  Joseph  Max  field,  flax-culler. 

The  pay  for  doing  the  town's  business  was  very 
moderate,  as  were  the  prices  for  other  kinds  of  work. 
The  town  clerk  and  tho  selectmen  charged  at  the  rate 
of  three  ■hillings  a  day,  and  land  surveyors  had  the 
same  pay.  Town-meetings  were  held  In  the  meeting- 
house. This  saved  the  expense  of  a  town  hall,  and 
was  appropriate  enough,  as  much  of  the  town  busi- 
ness related  to  church  matters.  It  was  the  town  that 
built  the  meeting-house,  hired  the  minister,  and  col- 
lected his  rates. 

The  records  of  town-meetings  for  many  years  after 
the  town  was  incorporated  contain  but  little  that 
would  interest  the  general  reader.  They  are  mostly 
brief  entries,  poorly  written  and  worse  spelled,  of  the 
election  of  town  officers  and  representatives  to  the 
General  Court,  varied  by  transcripts  of  bills  paid  by 
the  treasurer.  Some  of  tho  town  offices  that  were  an- 
nually filled  then  have  long  since  been  abolished. 
8uch  were  the  cullers  of  flax,  clerk  of  the  market, 
tithing  men,  and  hog-reevca.  What  were  the  duties 
of  clerk  of  the  market  in  a  farming  community,  such 
as  Dighton  was  then,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out 
The  tithingman  was  required  by  law  to  be  selected 
from  the  "  most  prudent  aud  discreel  inhabitants," 
and  he  was  a  sort  of  inspector-general  of  the  town- 
ship. He  was  required  "to  inspect  all  licensed  or 
unlicensed  houses  where  they  shall  have  notice  or 
have  grounds  to  suspect  that  any  person  or  persons 
doe  spend  their  tyme  or  estates  by  night  or  day  in 
tippling,  gaming,  or  otherwise  unprofitably,  or  doe 
sell  or  retayle  strong  drink,  wine,  cider,  rumni, 
brandey,  jerry,  or  methylin  without  a  license." 
They  were  also  required  "  to  inspect  the  manners  of 
all  disorderly  persons,  and  to  present  to  the  magis- 
trate the  names  of  all  single  persons  who  live  from 
under  family  government,  stubborn  and  disorderly 
I  children  and  servants,  night-walkers,  tipplers,  and 
Sabbath  breakers,  by  night  or  day,  and  such  as  ab- 
sent themselves  from  the  worship  of  Ood  on  the 
Lord's  dayes."  The  tithingman  was  required  to  be 
provided,  at  the  expense  of  the  town,  with  "  a  black 
staff,  two  feet  long,  tipt  at  one  end  with  brass  about 


1  Emtrami  •nnwwhrn  hj pvriwllcalljr  r*miwka  Hut  tho  Furilum  mid 
th*lr  Imiwdlal*  di-nranannti  »«r«  to  rlghtruui  that  thtjr  bsd  to  bald  on 
I  to  ll»  liucklobcrrj  btntie*  to  present  Wing  tnuwliittd. 
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i  inches*. "  It  baa  been  handed  down  that  these 
black  baton*  were  sometime*  tipped  at  the  other  end 
with  a  rabbit's  foot  or  a  turkey's  tail  feather,  where- 
with to  tickle  the  eyes  or  noses  of  the  sleeping  saints 
in  the  congregation,  while  Binners  who  wandered  in 
the  land  of  Nod  during  the  services  were  smartly 
rapped  on  the  head  with  the  brass  end  of  the  staff. 
Such  were  the  important  duties  of  the  tithingmen, 
and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  they  were  regarded 
with  a  wholesome  fear  by  evil-disposed  persons.1 

The  duties  of  the  hog-reeve,  as  might  be  inferred 
from  hia  title,  were  of  a  very  different  nature.  It  was 
customary  to  allow  hogs  to  run  In  the  streets,  and  the 
hog-reeve  w*as  required  to  provide  them  with  yokes 
around  their  necks  to  keep  them  out  of  fenced  in- 
closures,  and  to  put  rings  into  their  noses  to  prevent 
their  rooting.  The  hog-reeve  wtis  paid  for  his  ser- 
vices by  the  owner  of  the  animals. 

In  1733  the  following  vote  was  passed  (it  is  given 
verbatim  et  literatim) : 

"In  Dighton,  at  the  Annuel  Town  meeting  in 
march  ye  20,  anno  1733,  the  Inhabitant  of  said 
Town  did  uanumosley  vote  that  thare  Repraaanta- 
tivc,  Mr  Edward  Shove,  should  Exhibit  a  pettion  to 
the  great  and  genral  court  for  so  much  un  propriated 
Lands  as  thay  in  thare  great  Wisdom  Bhall  think  fit 
to  be  for  the  supporting  the  scool  in  said  Dighton." 

There  was  certainly  need  of  a  liberal  grant  of  land 
by  the  Great  and  General  Court  for  the  support  of  a 
"scool"  in  this  town,  if  the  orthography  of  the  town 
clerk  is  to  be  taken  as  a  samplo  of  the  literary  quali- 
fications of  the  people. 

It  was  customary  then  to  establish  by  a  vote  of  the 
town  the  prices  at  which  farm  produce  and  other 
merchandise  should  be  sold  at.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  prices  fixed  by  vote  in  1727:  Winter 
wheat,  six  shillings  and  sixpence  per  bushel ;  Indian 
corn,  two  shillings  and  sixpence;  oaU,  one  shilling 
and  five  pence;  bay  berry  (this  was  vegetable  wax, 
tried  from  the  berries  of  the  bayberry,  or  wax-myrtle), 
fourteen  pence  per  pound;  butter,  ten  pence  per 
pound ;  bar-iron,  two  pounds  three  shillings  per  hun- 
dred ;  tobacco,  three  pence  per  pound.  (Think  of 
that,  ye  slaves  of  the  weed,  and  sigh  for  the  good  old 
times  I) 

In  1728  a  town-meeting  was  called  "to  consider 
what  to  do,  and  send  such  instructions  to  our  repre- 
sentative, Mr.  Edward  Shove,  as  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  town  of  Dighton  shall  think  fit  under  our 
difficult  circumstances,  by  reason  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  bis  long  aud  vehemently  insisting  on  a 
fixed  and  stated  salary,  which  we  humbly  conceive,  if 
it  should  be  granted  that  a  Governor  should  have  a 
fixed  or  stated  salary  granted  him  in  this  province, 
contrary  to  the  former  custom  and  practice  of  this 


our  General  Court  in  granting  allowance*  to  our  for- 
mer worthy  Governors  in  time  past,  it  would  greatly 
infringe  on  the  privileges  and  freedoms  granted  to  us 
by  their  Majesties'  royal  charter."  The  town  there- 
upon instructed  its  representative  to  oppose  this  dan- 
gerous innovation  and  infringement  of  the  people's 
rights,  not  seeming  to  consider  that  the  Governor  had 
any  rights  in  the  matter  of  his  own  salary.  The  Ed- 
ward Shove  who  represented  the  town  at  that  tiino 
was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  George  Shove,  of  Taunton. 
He  lived  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  was  a 
prominent  man  in  town  affairs.  The  Rev.  George 
Shove  was  much  opposed  to  the  Quakers,  and  it  is  a 
j  little  singular  that  most  of  his  descendants  belonged 
to  the  broad-brimmed  fraternity. 

It  was  the  custom  in  those  days  for  the  selectmen 
to  warn  out  of  town  any  new-comers  whom  they 
thought  might  become  a  charge  to  the  town;  their 
warrants  to  the  constable  to  this  effect  frequently 
occur  in  the  records.  The  following  is  a  sample  of 
one  of  these  warrants: 


"Daiarul  «.  Diouroa,  I 
-  Ton  an  In  lib  5l.jo.tj'.  nana  forthwith  rraulml  to  warn  *k*  fol- 
lowing partus*  out  tf  I 

InkaUUut.  sf  mU  town.   Tfca  aasus  of  takl        ....  la  (at)  I 
Tb.  man*  nai 


an  now  In  lha  ! 


*«*ph, 
IwSSB 

return  of  jruor  doing*  to  at,  or  am  at  ua,  quick  a*  m«>  ba. 
-To  Ebauaur  Pool. OawMsMs  of  Dujhlui. 

"■UtStfJM  Wiia  an, 
"Attaat:  Nanus  Waisss,  -Oaoaoa  Pms, 

"  Turn  Otmk.  "  oWwOwa." 

Here  is  another  entry,  which  shows  u  lsudsble  zeal 
i  of  education : 


aif.r 


In  1751  the  population  had  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  was  voted  to  build  three  school-houses, 
one  near  Mr.  Jonathan  Hurt's  house,  ono  near  Col. 
Richmond's,  to  be  under  the  care  of  Josiah  Talbot, 
Esq.,  and  one  near  the  house  of  Robert  Vickery,  to 
be  under  the  care  of  Mr.  George  Gooding.  Two  of 
these  houses  were  sixteen  feet  square,  and  one  was 
twenty  feet.  They  were  probably  painted  red,  a* 
that  wan  the  favorite  color  for  the  district  school- 
house.  At  almost  every  town  meeting  the  bills  for 
boarding  the  schoolmaster  were  voted  to  be  paid,  hut 
only  once  was  there  mention  of  that  functionary's 
nume;  in  1766  ono  John  Richmond  is  mentioned  as 
the  schoolmaster. 

Another  singular  omission  of  the  records  is  Uiat  no 
mention  is  made  of  either  of  the  wan  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  although  in  Queen  Anne's  war, 
as  it  is  called,  which  lasted  more  than  a  dozen  years, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  men  from 
this  town  must  have  served ;  while  in  George  the 
Second's  war,  towards  the  middle  of  the  century,  a 
number  of  men  from  Dighton  were  enlisted.  The 
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Bristol  County  regiment  which  went  with  the  expe- 
dition that  captured  the  fortress  of  Louisburg,  on 
Cnpe  Breton  Island,  in  174ft,  was  commanded  by  a 
Dighton  mnn,  Col.  Sylvester  Richmond,  who  was  born 
in  1698,  no  that  he  was  forty-seven  years  old  when  he 
went  on  the  expedition  mentioned.1  How  he  acquitted 
himself  as  colonel  we  do  not  know,  but  his  military 
conduct  might  have  surpassed  that  of  his  associate 
officers  or  of  his  commander  and  yet  not  have  been 
worthy  of  special  commendation.  There  was  no  lack 
of  bravery,  but  there  was  very  little  judgment  shown 
in  the  conduct  of  the  siege,  and  not  much  discipline 
among  the  troops.  Only  the  mutinous  condition  of 
the  garrison  in  the  fortress  made  its  capture  possible. 
The  siege  was  conducted  in  a  most  unsoldier-like 
manner,  the  rear  of  the  besieging  army  being  a  scene 
of  disgraceful  confusion,  the  men  being  chiefly  en- 
gaged in  the  unmilitary  occupation  of  skylarking, 
running  races,  pitching  quoits,  wrestling,  shooting 
hints,  or  chasing  the  balls  shot  from  the  fort,  a  bounty 
lieing  paid  for  each  one  brought  into  camp.  A  well- 
conducted  sortie  from  the  fortress  would  have  de- 
stroyed the  undisciplined  besiegers.  On  the  I7th  of 
June,  however,  the  Dunkirk  of  America,  as  I»ui*hurg 
was  sometimes  called,  surrendered  to  the  New  Eng- 
land troops.  "  If  any  one  circumstance,"  says  a  his- 
torian of  that  time,  "  had  taken  a  wrong  turn  on  our 
side,  and  if  any  one  circumstance  had  not  taken  a 
wrong  turn  on  the  French  side,  the  expedition  must 
have  miscarried." 

Before  undertaking  the  expedition  Col.  Poppcrcll, 
the  amiable  merchant  who  was  placed  in  command, 
had  consulted  the  celebrated  preacher  Whiteficld,  who 
gave  his  approval,  and,  after  manner  of  the  cruamlcs, 
furnished  a  motto  for  the  flag:  "Nil  d**ptrandum 
ChrUtn  tinre."  The  grand  battery  was  captured  with- 
out bloodshed  in  a  singular  manner.  The  warehouses 
in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town  having  been  set  on 
fire  in  the  night,  a  strong  wind  drove  the  dense  smoke 
into  the  battery,  and  caused  such  a  panic  among  the  j 
French  thnt  they  hastily  abandoned  the  battery  and  I 
fled  into  the  city.  In  the  morning,  as  a  young  lieu- 
tenant named  Vanghan  was  reconnoitering  with  thir- 
teen men,  he  oWrvcd  that  there  was  no  smoke  issuing 
from  the  chimneys  of  the  barracks,  and  that  the  flag-  1 
staff  was  without  a  flag.  He  thereupon  bribed  an 
Indian  to  climb  in  through  an  embrasure  and  open 
the  gate.  He  thus  found  himself  in  possession  of  the 
works,  and  immediately  sent  the  following  report  to 
the  general  in  command :  "  May  it  please  your  Honor 
to  be  informed  that,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  the 
courage  of  thirteen  men,  I  entered  the  Royal  Battery 
about  nine  o'clock,  and  am  waiting  for  a  reinforce- 
ment and  a  flag."  Before  reinforcements  could  arrive 
the.  French  had  sent  a  hundred  men  in  boats  to  retake 
the  battery,  but  Vaughan  Bnd  his  baker's  dozen  of 
New  Englsnders  gave  them  so  warm  a  reception  that 

<  Mrat.-Cul.  Xbomwr  I'll l«.  of  Dighton.  *to  wuIdUm  MpttilUoa  to 
...*.»  <>•  •<•«  >'<•  Ufa 


they  were  prevented  from  landing.  Europe  was  as- 
tonished at  this  victory,  and  in  England  it  was  sought 
to  claim  all  the  glory  for  the  navy  at  the  expense  of 
the  provincial  army. 

After  his  return  from  the  French  war,  Col.  Rich- 
mond took  a  prominent  part  in  town  affairs,  and  was 
soon  appointed  high  sheriff  of  Bristol  County,  hold- 
ing the  office  for  many  years.  His  father's  name  was 
Sylvester,  and  he  had  a  son  and  grandson  of  that 
name.  His  wife's  name  was  Elizabeth,  and  they  had 
eight  children.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
married  many  couples  in  this  town.  Marriage  was 
considered  only  a  civil  contract  in  those  days,  and 
justices  enjoyed  almost  a  monopoly  of  the  splicing 
business.  There  is  no  record  of  any  marriages  by 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Fisher  for  many  years  alter  he  was 
settled  in  Dighton.  Col.  8ylvester  Richmond  died  in 
1783,  aged  eighty-four  years.  His  wife  died  in  1772, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 

Col.  Richmond's  house  and  farm  were  on  the  north 
slope  of  Richmond  Hill,  to  which  his  ownership  gave 
the  name.  Only  a  part  of  one  of  the  chimneys  of  the 
house  is  now  standing  to  mark  its  site.  It  was  a  pic- 
turesque, gam  brel  roofed  old  mansion  a  generation 
ago,  with  an  immense  fireplace  in  the  kitchen,  where, 
it  was  said,  the  colonel's  slaves  were  wont  to  gather  in 
cold  weather.  For  many  years  it  was  inhabited  by 
two  old  maiden  ladies,  granddaughters  of  Col.  Syl- 
vester, who  made  some  pretence  of  carrying  on  farm- 
ing. The  cart-path  from  the  road  to  the  rear  of  the 
house  was  a  thoroughfare  for  the  school  children 
while  going  to  and  from  the  huckleberry  pastures 
during  the  summer  vacations,  and  they  could  not 
always  resist  the  temptation  to  pocket  some  of  the 
red-cheeked  lady-apples  and  luscious  sugar-pears  that 
often  strewed  the  path,  for  which  pilferings  they  were 
generally  roundly  scolded  by  the  watchful  guardians 
of  the  promises,  whose  names  were  Sally  and  Nancy. 
In  return  for  these  jobations,  one  of  the  older  boys, 
who  had  a  reprehensible  propensity  for  punning,  was 
wont  to  speak  of  the  scolding  Sally  as  "  Sally-rate-us," 
while  an  admonition  from  her  sister  was  termed  the 
"  Edict  of  Nance,"  an  allusion,  probably,  to  the  his- 
torical Edict  of  Nantes.  The  house  bad  the  reputa- 
tion in  its  later  years  of  being  haunted ;  stories  of 
strange  sights  and  sounds  seen  and  heard  by  some  of 
its  tonants  are  still  current  in  the  neighborhood.  One 
of  these  stories,  related  to  the  writer  by  an  Irishman 
who  is  known  by  the  mbriquet  of  "Sleepy  Bill,"  and 
vouched  for  as  true  by  his  wife,  was  to  the  following 
effect.  I/et  it  be  premised  that  the  house  stood  six  or 
seven  rods  from  the  nearly  disused  road  that  leads 
over  the  hill,  and  was  approached  by  the  cart-path 
already  mentioned,  which  was  closed  at  the  road  lo- 
bars. This  cart-path  ran  along  within  a  foot  or  two 
of  the  south  sido  of  the  house,  on  the  lower  floor  of 
which  was  the  bedroom  occupied  by  the  Irishman  and 
his  wife  Kate,  the  head  of  whose  bed  was  against  the 
south  wall. 
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The  somnolent  William  said  that  one  night  about 
one  o'clock  he  and  hie  "  old  woman"  were  awakened 
by  what  seemed  to  be  a  long  procession  of  carriages 
that  appeared  to  come  up  the  cart-path  from  the  road, 
and  go  past  the  house  down  into  the  twamp  at  the 
rear.  Having  previously  heard  unaccountable  sounds 
in  and  about  the  house,  they  were  too  much  frightened 
to  get  up  and  see  what  was  going  on,  while  the  twenty 
or  more  carriages  rumbled  and  jolted  along  over  the 
frozen  ground  close  to  their  heads.  They  appeared 
to  move  slowly,  like  carriages  in  a  funeral  procession. 
Another  night  they  were  awakened  by  a  terrible  crash 
in  the  front  hall,  aa  if  the  whole  staircase  had  fallen 
and  been  broken  into  fragments,  but  no  assignable 
cause  for  the  racket  could  be  found  in  the  morning. 
A  boarder  of  theirs  related  that,  coming  home  rather 
late  one  moonlight  evening,  he  was  astonished  and 
very  much  frightened  to  see  several  people,  dressed  in 
the  costume  of  long  ago,  dancing  what  he  termed  a 
"  breakdown"  in  the  front  door-yard.  He  did  not 
tarry  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  these  ancient  dis- 
ciples of  Terpsichore,  but  beat  a  retreat  in  double- 
quick  time,  and  found  a  lodging  elsewhere. 

The  uncanny  reputation  given  to  the  old  house  by 
these  stories  and  others  of  a  similar  nature,  together 
with  ita  dilapidated  condition,  made  it  difficult  to  ob- 
tain tenants  who  would  stay  in  it  long,  and  it  rapidly 
went  to  ruin.  While  it  was  tenautleas  the  cellar  was 
dug  over  more  than  once  in  the  night-time  by  parties 
acting  under  the  direction  of  clairvoyants,  who  pro- 
fessed to  see  large  sums  of  money  buried  there. 
Whether  any  pot  of  doubloons  or  of  Spanish  dol- 
lars ever  rewarded  the  diggers  is  uot  known,  but, 
judging  from  the  ill  success  that  has  attended  the 
long-continued  search  for  Capt.  Kidd's  buried  treas- 
ure, it  is  probable  that  the  search  in  the  old  Richmond 
cellar  was  unsuccessful. 

In  1767  the  meeting-house  on  the  hill  was  destroyed 
by  Are,  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  The  building  of 
a  new  meeting-house  had  been  agitated  for  some  time. 
The  old  house  was  found  too  small  for  the  increasing 
congregation,  but  there  was  a  division  of  opinion  as 
to  tho  proper  location  for  the  new  one.  8ome  thought 
the  old  place  the  best  situation  that  could  be  fouud  ; 
others  preferred  Buck  Plain,  as  that  would  be  nearer 
to  their  own  homes,  while  a  few  were  in  favor  of  en- 
larging the  old  house.  One  dark  night  there  was  n 
blase  upon  Heeling-Uouse  Hill,  and  the  questiou  of 
repairing  and  enlarging  the  primitive  structure  that 
stood  on  it*  summit  was  decided  beyond  reconsidera- 
tion in  the  negative.  After  the  lire  the  dispute  about 
the  site  for  the  new  house  still  continued  to  agitate 
the  community,  and -there  being  no  prospect  of  agree- 
ment, it  wai  found  necessary  to  call  in  referees  from 
another  town  to  settle  the  vexed  question.  The  names 
or  five  men  were  drawn  from  the  juror-box  in  Attic- 
borough,  and  the  referees  thus  called  upon,  after  a 
careful  hearing  of  all  parties  in  the  dispute,  decided 
to  stick  up  a  stake  on  Buck  Plain  as  the  spot  where, 


in  their  opinion,  the  new  house  should  be  built.  The 
place  chosen  was  about  a  mile  westerly  from  where 
the  first  house  stood.  There  were  but  few  houses  in 
the  immediate  vicinity.  Nature  has  not  been  lavish 
in  her  gifts  to  that  level  portion  of  the  town  known 
as  Buck  Plain.  The  land  is  not  remarkablo  for  fer- 
tility, and  the  plain  is  chiefly  covered  with  a  low 
growth  of  scrub-oaks,  and  such  was  undoubtedly  the 
case  in  the  early  settlement  of  the  locality. 

The  origin  of  the  name  is  aaid  to  have  been  as 
follows:  Informer  times  there  were  three  distinct 
families  bearing  the  name  of  Ilriggs  in  the  town,  aud 
to  distinguish  them  they  were  called  respectively  the 
"  Stout  Ilriggses,"  the  "  Buckhorns,"  aud  the  "  Whip- 
poorwills."  What  was  the  signification  of  the  latter 
appellation  is  not,  perhaps,  known  at  the  present  day. 
Possibly  some  members  of  the  family  lived  in  the 
woods,  and  were  nocturnal  In  their  ways.  The 
"  Buckhorns"  were  so  called  from  certain  curious 
protuberances  like  budding  deers*  horus  that  ap- 
peared on  the  heads  of  many  of  that  branch  of  the 
name,  even  down  to  a  late  period.  The  "Stout 
Ilriggses"  were  distinguished  for  great  bodily  strength, 
the  word  stout  being  here  used  in  it*  original  sense 
of  strong,  and  not  in  the  later  sensu  of  corpulent  u» 
Washington  Irving  used  it  in  hissketch  of  the  "  Stout 
Gentleman."  According  to  the  story  which  has  been 
handed  down,  one  Samuel  Briggs,  of  the  Buckhorn 
branch,  lived  not  far  from  the  locality  that  is  now 
called  Buck  Plain ;  how  long  ago  tho  tradition  docs 
not  state,  but  it  was  some  time,  probably,  in  the  first 
half  of  the  last  century.  Samuel  was  crossing  the 
plain  one  day  when  he  came  upou  a  large  buck  lying 
under  a  rock  among  the  scrub-oaks  faat  asleep. 
Being  an  active  young  man  he  determined,  as  lie  had 
no  gun  to  shoot  the  animal  with,  to  attempt  to  cap- 
ture it  alive.  He  therefore  crept  cautiously  up  to 
the  sleeping  doer,  and  sprang  u|ion  ita  back,  seizing 
one  of  its  horns  in  each  hand.  The  astonished  and 
frightened  buck  leaped  to  its  feet,  and  made  off  at  a 
headlong  pace  in  the  direction  of  the  river,  which 
was  more  than  a  mile  distant,  Briggs  clinging  to  his 
back  as  best  he  could.  On  they  lore  through  bushes, 
briers,  and  scrub-oaks,  and  reaching  tho  river  at  last, 
the  panic-stricken  animal  plunged  in  with  iu  rider, 
who  munagud  to  drown  and  capture  it.  According 
to  the  tale,  when  Briggs  reached  the  river  he  was 
very  nearly  in  puri*  mturafibnt,  all  of  his  clothing 
having  been  torn  oil'  excepting  his  shirt  collar  and 
wristbands.  Mszcppa's  famous  bareback  ride  was  a 
tame  affair  couipared  to  Samuel  Briggs'  ride  on  the 
buck.  Although  the  (^oseiack  hetman's  condition  as 
to  clothing  was  much  the  same  throughout  his  invol- 
untary ride  as  Uriggs'  condition  was  at  the  end  of  his, 
yet,  unlike  the  latter,  his  clothes  were  not  torn  from 
him  piecemeal  by  cruel  thorns,  nor  was  hu  iu  danger 
of  Killing  off,  being  securely  tied  to  his  horso's  back. 
While  Mazeppa's  ride  has  been  the  theme  of  poets 
like  Lord  Byron,  of  novelists  like  Hulgariu,  and  of 
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painters  like  Horace  Vernct,  Samuel  Hripcn'  exploit 
lias  boon  celebrated  neither  in  poesy,  fiction,  nor  art.' 

Tlio  meeting-house  thnt  was  built  on  Iho  plain  was 
innrli  more  rapacious  than  (he  one  Hint  wm  burnt. 
It  was  lifty-five  fect  long  by  forty-five  wide,  and  with 
twenty-four- feet  studs.  The  mm  of  five  hundred 
pounds  wan  appropriated  in  town-meeting  for  build- 
ing expenses.  While  it  wan  building  meeting*  were 
held  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Whitmarsh,  nearly  oppo- 
site.  In  after- years  this  Buck  Flain  meeting-house 
was  cut  down  to  one  tier  of  windows,  and  used  ex- 
clusively for  a  town  hall.  When  the  present  town- 
house  was  built  a  few  years  ago  the  obi  house  on  the 
plain  was  sold  at  auction,  and  torn  down  by  the  pur- 


Among  the  names  that  are  prominent  in  the  records 
of  vital  statistics  of  the  period  before  the  Revolution- 
ary war  are  those  of  8hove,  Walker,  Talbot,  Gooding, 
Hathaway,  Pitta,  Stephens,  At  wood,  Deane,  Ware, 
Briggs,  Tool,  Whitmnrsh,  Waldron,  Jonea,  Andrews, 
Fisher,  Patill,  Willinms,  Westcoat,  Austin,  Bobbitt, 
^  afterwards  Babbitt,  llofl",  Wide,  afterwards  Idc,  Burt, 
Nichols,  t'rnnc,  Hoar,  afterwards  Hoard,  Smith,  Perry, 
Baker,  Simmons,  Phillips,  Pierce,  Shaw,  Luther, 
Cleveland,'  Tucls,  afterwards  Tew,  Vickery,  Link- 
horn,  afterwards  Lincoln,  Peck,  and  Francis.  The 
number  of  children  to  a  family  at  that  time  would 
probably  average  more  than  twice  the  number  of  the 
average  family  of  to-day,  twelve  to  fourteen  being 
not  uncommon  in  the  days  of  our  great  grandfathers.' 


I  It  In  M  more  limn  J'trt  lo  Kit* 
dmit.tlns  whether  th*  Iwrnor  of  Ihl* 
W  to  on*  Matthew  Gooding,  It  having  lawn  clalraa.1  by 
fetal  waa  th«  li«ro  nt  Ihe  affair.  Tlio  wilier  duo*  nut  prelcwl.  In  the 
absence  i.f  authentic  data,  In  it*.  M*  lo  which  |mrly  llm  credit  liel.-ngs, 
bill  when  the  alwvo  niriHlnt  n  ni  irrlllfii  Iik  liml  not  heard  llm  Cooling 
•lili-  of  th.  alnry.  It  la  evld.nl,  bnw.v.r,  that  there  would  ecnrcaly  I* 
two  claimant*  l»  an  apocryphal  exphrif,  no  It  may  be  ae  I  down  M  1 1  1^  r  - 

•l.ly  rritaln  that  ellber  Sh.ui.-;  or  Mntllinw  :  <••!  lha  feat  above 

rcla.lp.1.  IVrl«e|w  n*  much  conltnvpiey  will  W  excited  In  th.  fntiir* 
01  er  Iba  question, M  Who  rod.  Ilia  luck?"  *e  luia  boat,  earned  In  tlio 
pail  I.yewh  nn*ettl«d  probleme  a*  who  th.  "man  In  ttaa  Iron  nia»k" 
waa,  wha  wtni.  tba  "Junloe"  latter*,  who  sill*. I  TKuaaeh,  and  who  waa 
tba  author  of  "  Beautiful  Snow." 

t  Tha  nam*  o«  Cleveland  baa  baan  brought  la-foro  th*  public  lately  by 
tba  election  In  Naw  York  of  a  Oov»rnnr  ..I  that  nam*.  Moan  Cleveland 


Wobnrn,  In  tbtaSlat...  ILhad*  famllyof  *.v.n  a..... 
Il.dlr.lln  ITOI.  From  bim  are  descended  *ll  th*  Clavrlande  In  All 
country  who  at*  of  Naw  Kn.l.nd  origin.  Th.  city  «f  Cl«v.l.«.l,  Ohio, 
Mfl  ..nnw-d  alfr  on.  of  hla  drarrndnul*  and  a  relative  ol  tl.a  IMghton 
Cl*».l.ml«.  Wlnm*n,  In  hla  M  Puritan  oeltl.rs."  elatee  that  III*  family 
derived  th.  nam.  rrotn  Cleveland,  In  lb*  county  of  Durham.  Kngland. 
Rally  In  th.  thirteenth  esolary.  Sir  Guy  de  Cleveland  waa  preaant  at 
theileg.  of  Ihwib^n.,  In  rraac»,*(l»tw«nl*  al  th*  haul*  of  Pointer*, 
wh.r*  ha  commanded  tb.  *pearm*n.  Tb*  nam*  I*  a  corruption  of 
Cllflvland. 

IWI  a/  da  ax*  Iwl  chevron,  *abl*  and  ermine,  a  chevron  engrailed, 
eonniercbanged. 

Motto  —"  Pro  Dwn  .1  Patrta." 

*  Children  w»r*  ao  nnro*rona  In  thorn*  day*  that  It  U  probable  thay  wara 
Individually  let*  thought  of  by  ll»lr  parente  than  ar»  th*  Individual 
boy*  and  glrla  of  on.  of  III.  amsll  lam  I  lie  of  tha  present  day.  Thu*  It 
la Mated  In  th.  record* *f  th.  Walk*r  family  that  Oapt.  Hij  .h  Walker, 
kora  la  173",  *nd  who  n«rrl.d  Hannah  Plgslry,  had  fourteen  chlldni 
»f  whom  "  two  or  thra*  w»r*  drowntd  by 
16 


The  Revolutionary  Period.— -The  town  records  of 
the  Revolutionary  period  are,  as  usual,  provokingly 
mcagro  and  unsatisfying,  being  generally  only  brief 
entries  of  certain  expenditures  for  war  purposes,  and 
mentioning  only  a  few  of  tho  names  of  those  who 
served  in  the  army. 

The  first  indication  of  the  coming  contest  with  the 
mother-country  is  found  in  the  record  of  a  town- 
meeting  hold  Dec.  12,  1767.  A  town-meeting  had 
just  been  held  in  Boston,  at  which  resolutions  to 
abstain  from  certain  "  foreign  superfluities"  had 
been  passed,  and  copies  of  these  resolutions  had 
been  sent  by  the  selectmen  of  Boston  to  the  select- 
men of  Dighton,  nnd  probably  to  the  selectmen  of 
must  of  the  towns  in  New  England.  The  foreign  su- 
perfluities mentioned  were  glass,  paper,  printers'  col- 
ors, and  tea,  on  which  articles  the  British  Parliament 
had  recently  fixed  an  import  duty  when  brought 
into  the  colonics,  thereby  causing  great  indignation 
throughout  the  country. 

At  the  Dighton  town-meeting  Joseph  Atwood  was 
chosen  moderator,  and  it  was  voted  to  refer  the  matter 
to  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Ezra  Richmond, 
Esq.,  Abiezer  Phillips,  town  clerk  at  that  time,  and 
Capt.  Stephen  Beat.'  The  meeting  was  then  ad- 
journed. What  action  the  committee  took  is  not 
mentioned.  It  is  probable  that  the  people  of  this 
town  were  somewhat  conservative  at  that  time  and 
not  quite  ready  to  follow  the  lead  of  the  fiery  radicals 
in  Boston,  and  that  nothing  came  of  the  resolutions 
that  were  sent  to  Dighton. 

In  1771  a  vote  was  passed  to  release  "  the  Quakers 
and  Anabaptists  from  all  the  charge  relating  to  the 
meeting-house,"  and  from  all  taxes  to  support  the 
miuister.  This  vote  shows  the  advance  in  liberal 
ideas  since  the  settlement  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fisher, 
when  Quakers  and  Baptists  were  obliged  to  con- 
tribute to  his  support. 

In  1774  the  town  had  lost  some  of  its  conservatism, 
nnd  at  a  town-meeting,  held  July  18th,  the  following 
votes  were  passed : 

«  Voted,  nnanlmoualy,  lhal  It  la  highly  naeeaaary  at  thli  tin*  far  this 
town  to  Mittr  Into  an  af i crment  no!  to  onntntn*  any  lUIUnli  n»«nufi*-c- 
tnrr*  whirl,  thai)  ue  iBiporttd  In  in  Oreal  Ihltwln  alter  lb* 31*1  day  of 
aagMt,  1.74.™ 

"  V**si-  lo  ctMua*  ft**  man  lo  tak*  Into  roaaldvrat  Ion  and  draw  a  co»- 
•nant,  or  aumrthli.g  almllnr  lo  tha  Dualou  c..-..ianl,  whlrh  *hmil.|  I.* 
pti.par  f..r  j»  Inhabitant*  lo  agm.  t.<g*tfa.r  In  and  *l«n,  ami  th.  ton- 
)«ny  rhoa*n  wa*  Uort  V.  Illlam  llayllea,  Capt. 
(3d).  I 


Into  tba  wall  la  tha  back-ynrd,  tha  wall  having  l*an  Wt  f 
out  a  carli."  In  *  family  of  fourteen  rhlldrao  two  or  three  down  In  lb* 
well  would  hardly  be  nlaacd.  Elijah  Welker  waa  captain  of  tb*  Ninth 
Company,  of  f»rty-*lx  men,  of  th*  Second  Regiment  of  BrMol  County 
militia  In  Iba  R.rolnllonary  war.  II*  waa  a  farmer,  and  wm  on*  of  th* 
aalactm.n  In  ITSO.  Ilfachlldrtn  may  hare  been  drowned  wbll*  h*  waa 
away  aoldlrrlng,  and  ao  unable  to  attend  lo  having  tb*  well  carbed. 

4  Stephaa  Heel  wae  made  caplela  of  the  First  Company  vf  the  Dighton 
mllllla  In  17(12.  II*  lived  on  Richmond  Hill,  where  th*  cellar  of  hla 
bone*  I*  (till  to  u*  earn.  He  waa  ponnd-kaaper  far  many  year*,  the  eld 
poand  being  only  a  faw  rod*  from  hla  bona*.  It  waa  owing  lo  hla  own- 
ership that  tb*  pktnrwqo*  ptleo  of  rock  that  crown  th*  hill  wara 
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The  following  October  another  important  town- 
meeting  waa  held,  of  which  the  record  is  as  fol- 


It  was  then  voted  that  the  two  representative*  should 
draw  the  pay  of  only  one,  and  they  were  instructed 
in  their  duties  as  follows  : 

•'  Oektlkhh,— We  here  cnoaea  you  to  reprretot  ui  Id  lb*  Greet  and 
General  Court  lab*  boldtn  «t  SeLni,  on  Wednoeday,  lbs  nlth  at  Ortob.r 
sell  eneulng, 

"  W.  du  hereby  Instruct  yon  that  iu  all  yonr.dolnga  M  Metubrre  of 
lb*  Houae  of  BeprreeulatlTte  yo*  adhere  (Irmly  to  lb*  Charter  of  that 
Province,  granted  by  lhair  M«J«»ti<»,  King  William  and  Queen  Mary, 
and  that  you  do  no  act  which  ran  pueelWy  ba  nonet  rued  Into  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  Iho  ralldliy  of  Uia  act  of  tba  Britl.h  Parliament  fur 
fullering  Uia  goTtruoreot  of  nleeeechueelli  Day,  mora  eerjredally  tbal 
yon  acknowledge  tba  Hon.  Board  of  Councillor,  elected  by  lha  G.n.ral 
Court  at  Uielr  teealon  In  May  butt,  aa  tba  only  rightful  Oouatltutioaal 
council  of  thh)  Province;  and  wa  bare  maaon  to  believe  that  a  conecl- 
dnicharsa  of  your  duty  will  produce  yonr  dlatlaetlon  aa  an 
eeeatatl.ea,  M  do  empower  and  .attract  you  to  join  with 
nbere  .luwjU  nant  from  olber  Tawna  In  tb 
I  at  a  Una  to  ba  a(r*ad  upon  In  a 

at,  In 
i  or  thia 
,  of  all  Aa., 


i  above  instructions  were  read  in  town-meeting, 
and  were  voted  without  dissent  On  the  26th  of  De- 
cember following  another  meeting  was  held,  as  the 
warrant  set  forth,  "To  elect  and  depute  as  many  mem- 
bers as  the  town  should  deem  necessary  to  represent 
them  in  a  Provincial  Congress,  to  be  holden  at  Cam- 
bridge on  the  first  day  of  February  next  ...  to  con- 
sult upon  such  further  measures  as  under  Qod  shall 
be  effectual  to  save  thia  people  from  impending  ruin, 
and  to  secure  those  inestimable  privileges  derived 
from  our  ancestors,  and  which  it  is  our  duty  to  pre- 
serve for  posterity." 

At  the  meeting  it  was  voted  to  choose  a  committee 
"to  carry  into  execution  the  resolves  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,"  and  the  following-named  persons 
were  chosen  :  Sylvester  Richmond  (3d),  Rufus  Whit- 
marah,  Peter  Pitts,  Joseph  Gooding,  Dr.  William  Bay- 


1  Eloalban  Walktr  na  lieutenant-colonel  of  tba  Second  Reglmaat  In 
Um  Second  Brigade  from  about  17*0  to  17M.  Ha  waa  tba  eon  of  Lieut, 
Janet  Walker,  of  Tanaton.  tba  tblrd  of  that  nana.  Col.  Walker',  farm 
waa  lu  tba  aortharaal  corner  of  Dlfhtou.  Ila  had  tbrn*  wl.ae.  Ha., 
Bannah  Craaaman,  daughter  of  Bob.it.  of  Taunton;  Betbia  Tledala, 
I  el  re.  Pb.be  King,  daughter  of  Doerou  Sunui.l 
llnlT7&.  Tb. 

Inventory  amounted  hi  four  hundred  and  thlrly-ateon  pound..    Ila  had 
Ha  waa  deacon  of  tba  Nrat  Congregational  Church,  and 


gave  more  towsrde  Uia  builillug  of  Buck  Plain  niMtlug-houM  than  auy 
other  Parana.  Tba  bnlldlag  committee  conelated  of  hiinaelf.  D»thl 
Walkar,  and  Dr.  Oaurga  Warn.  Ha  waa  out  of  tba  eelectinen  lor  nt. 
oral  yean,  and  waateverel  Unaa  repreoeutatlve  to  tba  Oan.ral  Court. 
Ila  >u  a  Jeatlce  of  lha  peace,  and  waa  often  cboa.ii  moderator  of  tha 
Uia  Inflnanoa  In  town  aBatre  waa  large,  and  ba  waa  a 


lies,  William  Brown,'  Ablezer  Phillips,'  George  Cod- 
ding, David  Walker,  Samuel  Phillips.  William  Good-, 
ing,  James  Dean,  John  Richmond,  John  Simmons. 

It  was  then  voted  that  five  of  this  committee  should 
constitute  a  quorum,  and  that  it  should  be  continued 
and  supported  by  the  town. 

In  March,  1775,  a  vote  was  passed  to  raise  minute- 
men,  who  were  to  train  two  half-days  per  week,  and 
were  allowed  one  shilling  each  for  every  half-day  em- 
ployed in  training.  The  town  also  assumed  the  cost 
of  an  instructor  in  military  tactics.  In  May  of  the 
suuie  year  it  was  voted  to  hire  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  pounds,  lawful  money,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands 
of  Henry  Gardener,  of  Stow,  for  the  use  of  the 
province.  At  another  meeting  in  May  it  waa  voted 
that  the  selectmen  should  purchase  "  twenty  small 
arms  for  the  use  of  the  town,"  and  a  committee 
chosen  to  see  that  the  militia  waa  provided  with  i 
and  ammunition.  At  that  time  the  qualificationa 
necessary  to  be  a  voter  included  the  owning  "  of  an 
estate  of  freehold  in  land  of  forty  shillings  per  annum 
at  ye  least,  or  other  estate  to  ye  value  of  forty  ponnda 
sterling." 

In  October,  1775,  a  meeting  was  held  "  to  choose  a 
field  officer,"  and  Sylvester  Richmond'  (3d)  was 
chosen.  In  this  year  the  sum  of  thirty-five  pounds 
was  raised  for  school  purposes. 

At  a  meeting  held  May  20,  1776,  it  was  voted  "  that 
if  ye  Honorable  Congress  should  for  the  safety  of  the 
united  colonies  declare  them  independent  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  they,  the  said  inhabitants,  will  sol- 
emnly engage  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  support 
them  in  the  measure."  This  vote,  it  will  be  perceived, 
was  some  six  weeks  before  independence  was  declared. 
The  town  was  now  as  radical  as  even  Boston  could 
desire.  On  the  22d  of  July  it  was  voted  "  to  give,  as 
a  bounty  to  each  soldier  who  has  enlisted,  or  shall 
enlist,  to  go  to  New  York,  ye  sum  of  five  pounds,  ex- 
clusive of  the  province  bounty."  These  men  were 
enlisted  for  two  months.    At  that  time  the  prices  of 


*  William  Brown  waa  a  taeichaut  i 
at  tha  I'uur  Cornere,  and  ba  owu.il  Ui 
talu  of  lha  late  Dr.  Chailaa  Talbot. 

*  AUeasr  Phllllpa  bald  Ui.  oOlce  of  towu  dark  for  thirty-five  yeara. 
Ha  waa  a  daacon  of  Uia  church,  waa  repreaeulallve  to  tha  General  Court 
for  eeveral  yaara,  and  wna  eeveral  Una  cho>«u  aaleclman.  Ha  waa 
twlca  tuarritd,  and  had  tw  .lv.  children. 

*  Sllveet.r  Richmond  i  id)  waa  ton  of  Col.  Sllvteter,  who  waa  at  tba 
taking  or  louleburjt.  Ila  waa  burn  Nov.  SO,  1729.  Sllveeler  i  id  waa 
major  In  tba  Sacoud  Raglmout  In  lha  Second  Brigade  from  Fab.  7, 1776, 
to  June  S,  177a.   llo  waa  then  promoted  to  ba  Ueoteaaut-eoloaet,  IvohUug 

Ull  ITSt.   Iu  Augu.t.  177a,  ha  eervrd  under  Gen.  Sulll.au 
bating  about  one  hundred  end  nfty  men  and  eou.ua.iy 


Cuuuty  brigade  were  u ill.  gulllreu'e  eipedllkoo.  After  hie  return  (rum 
Uia  war,  Utut.-Col.  Bichmond  waa  luada  » jo. Ik.  of  tha  peace,  and  look 
a  aotuewhal  active  pert  in  town  affaire  until  hie  death,  which  occurred 
near  the  cloae  of  Uia  leal  century.  Before  bh)  death  be  gave  a  Urge 
ti act  of  woodland  to  the  Sacoud  Congregational  Society,  which  had  re- 
cently built  a  meeting-houae  at  the  Four  Coruora,  fur  the  aupport  vt  a 
mlulater.  He  llted  at  Ilia  old  bonieatead  on  tha  north  elope  of  the  hill. 
Ilia  wife  waa  Abigail  Nightingale,  of  1 
children,  Including  Sally  and  I 
Uoned,  and  a  eon  named  Sllvn 
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most  commodities  were  regulated  by  law.  In  1776, 
the  price  of  a  day's  labor  was  fixed  at  three  shilling*. 
"The  beat  of  gram-fed  beef  three  penco  a  pound ;  po- 
tatoea  rme  shilling  a  bushel ;  flour  one  pound  and 
five  shillings  a  barrel ;  cord-wood  thirteen  shillings  a 
cord  ;  '  rum  by  ye  gill  and  good  flip  by  ye  mugg  one 
shilling,  and  toddy  ye  same;'  a  dinner  boiled  and 
roast  one  shilling  two  pence ;  only  boiled  one  shilling; 
board  per  week  eight  shillings,  and  most  other  things 
were  proportionally  cheap. 

In  those  stirring  times  town-meetings  were  held 
every  few  weeks,  but  at  only  a  few  of  them  were  the 
proceedings  of  interest  at  the  present  day.  In  August, 
1777,  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  hire  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  "to  raise  Continental  soldiers 
with."  A  committee  was  also  chosen  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  general  court,  "  to  prevent 
monopoly  and  oppression."  Speculators  were  getting 
control  of  the  markets  for  provisions,  clothing,  etc., 
and  prices  were  raised  faster  than  would  naturally 
happen  from  the  depreciation  of  paper  money.  Salt 
had  liecomo  so  scarce  and  dear  that  a  small  lot,  secured 
by  the  town  authorities,  was  by  a  vote  of  the  town  dis- 
tributed by  the  selectmen  according  to  the  number  of 
persons  in  each  family,  and  a  quantity  of  molasses 
was  divided  in  the  same  manner.  The  smallpox  was 
making  ravages  in  this  and  neighboring  towns,  and 
nu  nrticle  was  inserted  in  the  warrant  "  to  see  if  this 
town  will  set  up  nnocolntion  (or  the  smallpox"  (that 
was  before  the  discovery  of  vaccination  by  Jenner), 
but  the  article  was  voted  down.  Soon  afterwards, 
however,  an  inoculating  hospital  was  provided  by 
the  town,  and  many  persons  were  there  inoculated 
with  the  smallpox  virus,  and  had  the  malady  in  a 
mild  form,  while  a  few  died  after  being  inoculated. 
Ammunition  was  exceedingly  dear  at  that  date,  pow- 
der being  eighteen  shillings  a  pound,  and  lead  four 
shillings.    Flints  were  sixpence  apiece. 

In  1778  the  subject  of  preventing  the  spread  of  the 
smallpox  was  again  before  the  towu.  Probably  in- 
oculation had  not  worked  well,  for  a  vote  was  passed 
"to  prosecute  all  offenders  who  shall  inoculate  for 
the  smallpox  within  this  town,  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  this  State."  At  the  end  of  this  year  paper  money 
had  depreciated  to  such  a  degree  that  it  waa  "  voted 
to  each  man  that  enlisted  to  go  to  Rhode  Island  seven 
dollars  per  day"  for  the  seven  days  they  were  gone. 
Slaves  were  still  held  in  Dighton  at  that  date,  and 
some  of  them  were  serving  as  soldiers  in  the  army, 
fighting  to  keep  their  masters  from  becoming  slaves; 
there  were  also  a  few  Indians  in  the  town,  one  family 
of  which,  named  Simon,  being  supported  out  of  the 
poor  rates. 

In  August,  1779,  a  committee  of  twenty-three  per- 
sons wns  chosen  to  regulate  prices  of  labor  and  mer- 
chandise. The  names  of  thejcommittoc  areas  follows: 
Dr.  William  Baylies,  Thomas  Church,  Esq.,1  Capt. 

•Col.  Thome*  Church  wa*  *  Sagal  deecendant  of  Cap*.  Benjamin 
Church,  Ut*  Indian  Bghler  and  captarer  of  Aanawan.   II.  repreaented 


Elijah  Walker,  Isaac  Jones,  8ylvester  Richmond  (8d), 
John  Simmons,  Jahex  Pierce,  Deacon  Oeorge  Cod- 
ding, Henry  Yew,  Abiezer  Phillips,  Elkannh  Andrew*, 
William  Francis,  8elh  Austin,  William  Walker, 
Samuel  Talbot,  David  Dean,  William  Hathaway, 
Ezra  Richmond,  Esq.,  A  brum  Allen,  Caleb  King, 
Joseph  Perry,  Eliakim  Driggs,  Simeon  Williams. 

Regulating  the  prices  when  the  currency  was  so 
rapidly  depreciating  was  a  Sisyphean  labor;  prices 
would  not  stay  regulated.  In  1780  the  price  of  board 
had  risen  to  nine  pounds  a  week,  and  probably  there 
wore  few  luxuries  in  the  bill  of  fare  at  that  price. 
In  this  year  the  town  raised  the  sum  of  twenty-two 
thousand  seven  hundred  pounds.  In  1781  it  took 
sixty  dollars  in  paper  money  to  be  equal  to  a  silver 
dollar.  On  the  first  day  of  March  in  this  year  the 
town  issued  an  emancipation  proclamation,  as  far  as 
the  negroes  serving  in  the  army  were  concerned, 
which  indicates  that  the  iniquity  of  slavery  was  be- 
coming apparent  to  the  people  of  New  England.'  As 
will  he  seen,  the  term  servant  was  euphemistically 
used  in  the  place  of  the  word  slave,  as  it  waa  formerly 
at  the  South. 

"  Voted,  that,  wherme,  Hi*  following  Black*,  via.,  Peter,  y*  aerrant  of 
Job  Wlnilow,  Ran  ben,  y*  Mrrmat  of  ya  Widow  Pnutosea  Whit*,  of 
Taunton,  Omw*r,  ye  aerrant  of  Ool.  Thontae  Church,  Moot,  ye  aarraat  of 
Capt.  Klkauah  Andrew*,  Trine*,  ye aerrant  of  John  Pierce,  TlMtmaa,  y* 
•arrant  of  I'm  M  limit,  ami  llononl,  y*  aarfant  of  Jonathan  Will  lama. 


I  he  lown  al  lite  Qrneral  Ounrt  In  17  0V  lie  waa  bom  la  SeaconaH,  sow 
Mule  Compton,  IL  I.,  In  1737,  and  died  June  a,  17*7.  Ha  waa  a  awn  of 
conel.lerable  influence  In  lha  community.  Ha  waa  lolaraatad  In  veaeoie 
and  ahl|>-balldlng,  aa  waa  alao  hla  aim  Gamaliel,  who  repreeented  lha 
town  of  Wellington  at  tha  OeaaraJ  Court  la  1*17.  Tit*  Church  farm  hi 
now  owned  hy  A.  W.  rani,  Kan,  on*  of  the  moat  •neceaeful  farmer*  In 
Hi  Utnl  County.  The  Church  wharf  and  former  place  of  kaaln***  It  alt- 
ualed  Jaat  aboro  Rocky  Hook,  form  arty  on*  of  tha  moat  d»ngerom  place* 
to  navigate  on  tha  river.  Oa  mallei  Church  rumored  to  Weal  port  from 
Dighton. 

»  A  .tory  that  haabaan  handed  down  about  one  of  lhaaaaktraaabowa  that 

Among  tha  quota  of  twalra  men  who  want  In  lha  eipedlllon  lo  Rhode 

1  I  al  tha  time  the  BrltMt  Central  Preacult  waa  captured  waa  a 

•lare  named  Prince,  belonging  lo  Dept.  Jobs  I'leroe,  a  aturdy,  bull- 
necked  negro  of  para  African  blood.  Bocae  dlfSnilty  waa  encountered 
by  the  III  Bin  In  breaking  open  tha  door  of  tha  lioaee  In  which  tha 
nrillah  gtneial  had  l«en  enrprlaed.  At  thla  Juncture  Prince  came  lo 
the  front.  "  Golly  I  ■«***,"  aatd  ha,  "Jam  yoej  ttaad  little  one  aide  and 
gib  die  nigger  chanea  at  dat  doab ."  Retreating  a  f«w  itrpa  In  order  lo  gat 
a  better  Impatne,  he  raehed  al  the  door,  head  foreenoel,  like  aa  animated 
battering-ram,  and  knocking  hinge*  and  holta  from  their  faetenlngi,  eo 
that  the  aoldlera  entered  without  further  difficulty. 

Prince  waa  a  oomewliat  noted  violin  player,  and  onor,  while  lenrlng 
under  Oen.  Washington,  hie  Sddle-bow  became  acant  of  Italia,  and  ha 
pulled  a  onanllty  out  of  lha  flna  long  tail  of  the  general'*  charger  lo 
repUmiah  It  wllh.  Waahlngton  happened  lo  appear  on  lha  ecena  whlln 
ha  waa  In  the  eery  act,  and  gar*  him  Iwo  or  three  amart  cula  with  hi* 
whip.   Prince  rued  la  aftar-yoara  to  bout  of  the)  lolarrlaw  with  tha 

On  tha  uccaaton  of  tha  capture  of  Preacolt,  a  Mghtnn  man  named 
Pault,  a  etalwart  eon  of  Anak,  whoa*  feel  renalred  at  laaat  number  mar- 
had  remarkably  email  feet  He  had  not  had  time  to  put  on  hi*  ehooa 
before  he  waa  hurried  off  by  hi*  captor*,  and  on  the  way  complained 
that  the  atnne*  hurt  hla  naked  feet.  Thereupon  Pnall  gravely  look  off 
hi*  huge  foot-covering*  and  offered  them  to  the  captive.  It  ■  needle** 
to  aay  that  tha  oiler  waa  not  accepted,  a*  tha  •bo**  would  not  bar*  ra- 
malned  oo  the  general'*  feet  an  Mutant  while  walking. 
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hs».  tnltetrd  Into  y.  .nay  of  Hit  Uniltd  Blalw  fur  Hurt  y«an  M  part 
of  lbs  ijuwu  of  th.  To  mm  of  Dlgbtoa,  by  th.  oonMat  of  tbvJr  wuten, 
who  li » "»  SMda  oTtr  all  th«U  right  iu  Mid  lilac  ka  to  dm  Town  of  lHgli- 
toa ;  lb*  u  1.1  Tut  n  torn  Is  coaa*qu*«o.  tharaof  dacbin  tb<  tr  irmM 
Pol»r,  BhIm,  Omi,  Moos,  Prlaos,  Tbauu,  sod  Baooal  Imuu." 

The  town  farther  agreed  to  support  any  of  these 
men  that  might  become  disabled  or  incapable  of  sup- 
porting themselves.  The  Dighton  Emancipation 
Proclamation  was  issued  nearly  eighty-two  years  be- 
fore the  more  famous  one  of  President  Lincoln.  At 
the  election  of  Governor  in  April,  1781,  ouly  fifiy-six 
votes  were  cast,  alf  of  them  for  John  Hancock.  This 
small  vote  indicates  the  extent  to  which  the  town  hud 
been  depopulated  of  voting  citizens  by  the  war,  and 
the  call  for  money  was  quite  as  urgent  as  that  for  men. 
The  sum  of  nine  hundred  pounds  in  silver  money  was 
voted  for  war  purposes  in  June  of  this  year.  The 
early  part  of  this  year  was  oue  of  the  most  gloomy 
periods  of  the  Revolution  for  the  American  cause. 
Treason  and  revolts  in  the  army,  and  reverses  in  the 
field,  had  brought  many  patriotic  men  to  doubt  the 
final  success  of  the  Continental  armies.  But  it  was 
the  darkness  that  precedes  the  dawn,  for  soon  the  sur- 
render of  Cornwallis  heralded  the  final  triumph  of 
the  Americans,  and  the  loyal  people  of  Dighton  re- 
joiced with  their  compatriots  in  the  other  towns  of 
the  Bute,  and  of  the  other  States.  In  1784,  the  year 
after  peace  was  declared,  one  hundred  and  two  votes 
were  cast.  The  people  had  settled  down  to  the  peace- 
ful vocations  of  life. 

After  the  war  ship-building,  which,  after  farming, 
was  the  chief  business  carried  on,  received  an  im- 
petus which  lasted  until  the  fatuous  Embargo  Act, 
just  before  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain.1 

The  population  of  the  town  received  large  acces- 
sions from  other  towns,  and  the  newcomers  were  duly 
warned  to  remove  out  of  town  within  fifteen  days,  J 
under  the  penalties  prescribed  by  law  for  not  doing 
so.  This  warning  people  out  of  town  was  a  mere  ! 
technical  formality  gone  through  with  by  the  select- 
men,  so  that  if  any  of  the  new  population  came  to 
want,  the  expense  of  their  support  would  not  full 
upon  the  town.  The  persons  who  were  warned  were 
not  ex|>ected  nor  desired  to  depart  unless  they  chose 
to  do  so.  In  1791  more  than  two  hundred  persons 
were  warned  to  leave  the  town.  They  were  people 
of  various  occupations,  hatters,  carpenters,  cordwain- 
ers,  and  "  spinsters." 

In  1789  the  commercial  and  ship-building  interests 
had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  Dighton  was 
made  a  port  of  entry,  and  Maj.  Thodijah  Baylies  was 
appointed  collector  of  customs,  holding  the  office 
until  1809. 

Ship-building  had  been  carried  on  here  at  an  early 
period.  In  1693,  Thomas  Coram  came  over  from 
England  to  Boston  in  the  interest  of  several  London 


merchants  to  build  ships.  In  1699  he  bought  a  piece 
of  land  od  Taunton  River,  in  the  South  Purchase,  of 
one  John  Reed,  and  set  up  a  ship-yard  near  what  is 
now  known  as  Zebulon's  Landing,  and  not  far  from 
the  wharf  of  the  Old  Colony  Iron  Company.  Coram 
stayed  in  this  country  about  ten  years;  he  became  in- 
volved in  lawsuits  and  took  a  strong  dislike  to  some 
of  the  people,  although  he  was  finally  victorious  in 
his  controversies  before  the  courts.  In  1700  his  land 
and  house  in  the  8outh  Purchase,  together  with  two 
new  ships,  one  of  them  rigged  and  ready  for  sen, 
were  attached  by  one  Stephen  Burt,  who  resided  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Berkley,  in  the  house  lately 
occupied  by  Thomas  J.  Burt;  this  property  Coram 
afterwards  recovered.* 

Thomas  Coram  was  a  notable  man  in  his  day.  Aa 
one  of  the  early  residents  of  Dighton,  and  perhaps 
the  first  man  to  carry  on  ship-building  here,  a  brief 
sketch  of  his  career  will  not  be  out  of  place.  He 
was  born  iu  1608,  at  Lyme  llcgis,  in  England,  his 
father  being  the  captain  of  a  fishing  vessel.  Having 
becu  apprenticed  to  a  shipwright,  and  having  thor- 
oughly mastered  the  art  of  building  vessels,  Thomas, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  came  to  New  Euglaud, 
where  timber  was  more  plentiful  than  at  home,  to  put 
his  ability  as  a  mastership-builder  to  a  practical  test. 
While  residing  here  he  married  a  Boston  girl  named 
Eunice  Wait.  After  his  return  to  England  he  en- 
gaged in  various  schemes  and  enterprises  connected 
with  the  development  of  the  American  province*, 
particularly  in  a  persistent  endeavor  to  further  the 
settlement  of  Nova  Scotia.  His  unwearied  efforts 
were  eventually  crowned  with  success,  and  in  1749  a 
colony  was  sent  over,  which  founded  the  town  of 
Halifax.  Carlyle  says  of  the  founding  of  this  city, 
"Thaukstoyou,  Capt.  Coram,  though  the  uugrateful 
generations  (except  dimly  in  Coram  Street,  near  your 
hospital)  have  lost  all  memory  of  you,  as  their  wont. 
Blockheads,  never  mind  them." 

Coram's  philanthropic  sympathies  led  him  to  join 
Uen.  Oglethorpe's  enterprise  lo  colonize  Georgia  with 
the  thousauds  of  |>oor  debtors  released  from  the  ICng- 
lish  prisons,  through  Oglclhort>e's  humane  cllbrta. 
He  also  exerted  himself  in  behalf  of  the  Mohegan 
Indians,  who  had  petitioned  to  the  British  govern- 
ment for  redress  for  the  encroachments  of  the  people 
of  Connecticut  upon  their  lands.  But  the  great  work 
of  his  life  was  the  London  Foundling  Hospital,  in 
the  chapel  or  which  he  was  buried,  and  where  this 
inscription  commemorates  his  name: 

"Cirrilt   THOMAS  COHAN, 

"WIh«o  saSM  will  u.r.r  MmBl  ■  tnooon.nl  to  U*(  uo.|.lul 
•ball  tuUM, 

"  Wm  turn  In  IS.  pal  IOCS. 
••  A  nun  .B.ln.nt  In  Ik*  »..»<  muIimuI  tin...  of  lb*  Ion  of  mankind, 
lllll.  atl.ull.o  lo  hi.  prl.ut.  to,  ...„,,  .ml     lining  ai.ny  oM«..|UUUi«. 
of  )lKroa.l.,g  Is,  Sis  IlkM  and  Ibougbl.  wcr.  0H.liu.ull7  ra.i.b.)»l  .» 

•  For  wnl  or  th«  tec  It  In  tlita  ik.lcb  nlallng  lo  TboioM  Corns,  lb* 
wrlt.r  la  ludaUtJ  lo  a  poper  read  by  C  A.  IU«4,  btq ,  u.  1.., .  , i,,  old 
Colony  HI.:....  .1  Soci.ty  In  ISIS,  tad  »ubll.»«l  by  lb. 
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th  la  thla 

cohere,  particularly  In  th* 
rlli 

i  Utt  wImxt©  yr*n  tirpMhvT  (wblcb 

patkncer  alI  ladnetry  of  any  wu  lea*  eraloue  In  doing  good),  ami  hi* 
(O  pmolH  of  tlhtllicll-'h.  obtained  «!  length  Ih*  charter  of 
.  for  the  aaalalrnanca  and  education  of  expoaed  and 
I  young  children,  by  which  man;  thmraaadaof  Uvea  may  be  prr- 
MTrail  In  Ibe  public,  and  employed  in  a  frugal  ami  honaat  enure*  of  In- 
dual  r  y. 

"Ha  diad  Iha  IflMh  of  March,  1TM,  In  U>a  *lghty -fourth  year  of  hla 
•ge,  poor  In  worldly  relate,  Heh  la  good  w< 


hla  own  reqiaret  In  Iha  null  tin<krne*lh  Ibla  chapel, ....  man;  of  Iha 
hla 


"  a  x  a  n  x  x , 

"Tli  j  actione  will  ahotr  whether  limn  art  ataoere  In  th*  pralere  Mum 
meypet  beatow  on  him,  and  If  thon  haal  virtu*  *aongh  lo  commend  hla 
vlrtuea,  forget  not  lo  add  alao  lb*  Imitation  of  th«m." 

Coram'*  unremitting  perseverance  enlisted  art,  as 
well  m  rank  and  wealth,  in  aid  of  his  hospital. 
Handel  in  mimic,  and  Hogarth  in  painting,  lent  their 
beat  efforts  in  furtherance  of  the  project.  As  an 
illustration  of  the  way  this  establishment  strikes  an 
American  of  cultivated  and  poetic  mind,  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  letter  from  London  to  the  New 
York  TrUtunr  may  not  he  out  of  place.  It  was  written 
by  William  Winter,  the  accomplished  poot  and  the 
dramatic  critic  of  that  journal : 

"  How  looks  to-night  the  interior  of  the  chapel  of 
the  Foundling  Hospital?  Dark  and  lonesome,  no 
doubt,  with  ita  heavy  galleries  and  sombre  pews,  and 
thegreat  organ,— Handel's  gift, — standing  there,  mute 
and  grim,  between  the  ascending  tiers  of  empty  seats. 
But  never,  in  my  remembrance,  will  it  cease  to  pre- 
sent a  picture  more  impressive  and  touching  than 
words  can  say.  At  least  three  hundred  children, 
rescued  from  shaninand  penury  by  this  noble  benevo- 
lence, were  ranged  around  that  organ  when  1  saw  it, 
and,  in  their  artless,  frail  little  voices,  singing  a  hymn 
of  praise  and  worship.  Well  nigh  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  have  panned  since  this  grand  institution  of 
charity, — the  sacred  work  and  blessed  legacy  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Coram,— was  established  in  this  plnce.  What 
a  divine  good  it  has  accomplished  and  continues  to 
accomplish,  and  what  a  pure  glory  hallows  its 
founder's  name.  ...  No  man  ever  did  a  better  deed 
than  he,  and  the  darkest  night  that  ever  was  cannot 
darken  his  fame."1 

And  so  we  lake  our  leave  for  the  present  of  that 
whilom,  worthy  resident  of  the  South  Purchase,  Capt. 
Thomas  Coram.  In  him  was  seen  a  large  develop- 
ment of  what  Herbert  Spencer  terms  altruism,  the 
opposite  of  egoism,  and  the  motto  he  adopted  was 

i  Th«*w  familiar  with  tl»e  atorlea  of  Char  In  Irlckena  trill  recall  In 
"  Utile  Ihrftlll**  Iha  warm-tempered  and  e<]n*lly  warm-hearted  Taily- 
enram.  lakan  from  Iha  fuurrilllng  arardlal  bjr  Mr.  Maaglaa,  aa  a  ntahl  fi>r 
hla  llllla  daughter,  and  th*  description  a*  lo  hoar  Iha  nam*  originated. 
"The  rumeofnewdlebelngmitoftheqiiretlofi,''  aald  Mr.  M«aglea,"*od 
Iba  orlalaator  of  Iha  Inatllnllon  for  three  poor  fuundltnge  hating  been 
a  Meaard  creature  namad  Coram, «.  gar*  that  nam*  lo  Pet*  HID*  maid. 
Al  one  lima  ah*  waa  Telly,  and  al  on*  lima  alia  waa  Coram,  until  aa  got 


characteristic  of  the  man,"  non  tibi,ted  aliii"  ("  not  for 
himself,  but  for  others"),  was  the  daily  rule  of  hU  life. 

Capt  Coram  was  probably  the  first  builder  of  large 
vessels  in  this  vicinity;  probably  the  business  was 
carried  on  here  after  he  returned  to  England,  but 
there  is  no  record  or  tradition  that  such  was  the  case. 
Thcro  was  an  abundance  of  excellent  oak  to  be  had 
here,  and  it  was  the  common  material  for  the  frames 
of  houses  and  other  buildings.  About  the  middle  of 
the  last  century  one  John  Reed,  perhaps  a  descendant 
of  the  John  previously  mentioned,  carried  on  the 
building  of  vessels  in  what  is  called  Muddy  Cove. 
That  waa  before  the  road  was  laid  out  and  the  bridge 
built  over  the  mouth  of  the  cove,  which  must  have 
been  deeper  then  than  it  is  now,  though  it  is  probable 
that  the  vessels  that  Reed  built  were  small.'  Thia 
ship-yard  was,  it  is  supposed,  on  or  near  the  site  of 
Mr.  H.  M.  8immon's  lumber-yard.  John  Reed  owned 
and  lived  in  the  old  Andrews  house,  near  the  cove. 

During  the  period  from  1786  to  the  commencement 
of  the  war  of  1812,  several  firms  carried  on  the  ship- 
building business  here.  Most  of  the  vessels  built 
were  small  coastiug  sloops,  ranging  from  twenty  to 
seventy  tons ;  but  some  were  larger  craft,  ships  and 
brigs,  intended  for  the  European  or  the  West  Indian 
trade,  or  it  may  be  for  the  bringing  of  slaves  from 
Africa,  although  it  is  not  known  that  any  ship-owners 
of  this  town  were  engaged  in  the  last-named  business. 
Among  those  engaged  in  building  vessels  during  the 
period  mentioned  were  the  firms  of  How  en  &  Hath- 
away, and  Smith  A  Wardwcll.*  Their  yards  were  just 


•  Th.bridaaacn 

about  lb*  year  \Ttl.  John  R**4  waa  Iha  contractor,  ami  loal  all  of  hla 
pmiM-rty  In  Iha  Job,  Capt.  Andrewt  becoming  th,  owner  of  hla  houee 
and  land  north  of  Ilia  com.  Tha  road  waa  laid  oat  at  tba  aam*  lima 
from  Iha  Widow  fttetarrn*  houaa  (for  man »  jean  long  afterward*  Iba 
residence  of  John  P.  Perry)  lo  Capt.  John  Pkree'a  hotaaa,  at  what  la  now 
called  Lather 'a  Corner.  Capt.  Andrawa  lived  In  tha  hone*  on  Ih*  aouth 
aide  of  Iha  cor*,  afterward*  owned  by  Jaoxea  Spooner,  and  remodeled  In 
later  Tear*  In  lb*  Oraciaa  atyla  of  arcblleclnr*  by  bur  eon,  Joahua 
Spooner.   Capt.  Andrawa  did  a  large  bnalaaaa  In  chipping  bay.  Rah,  and 

I  other  com  modltle*  la  Southern  porta.  Ilia  etc  re  and  wharf  were  lo  front 

I  *r  hla  boo**.   II*  died  In  KIT. 

Mr.  John  C  Perry,  mentioned  above,  wa»  fur  *omo  Tear*  town  clerk. 
Ha  taught  echool  for  many  year*  In  tha  iltll«i*daeurx>Mt»o**th*tatoud 
north  of  tba  John  Hard  lima*.   Mr.  Perry  waa,  tu  moat  nepecu,  an 
cedent  teacher. 

•  Smith  A  Wardwell'a  yard  waa  on  tba  north  aide  of  the  wharf  now 
known  aa  Whltmareh'a  wharf,  and  Dowen  A  Hathaway'e  yard  waa  oo 
Iha  eoiith  aide.  Uavld  Ihrwen.  on* of  Ih*  latter  Srm,  waa  lorn  la  1 
loa.  and  was  aha  of  twin  brother*,  the  other  Wing  named  Jonalhi 


•arty  age  of  Ihlrty-eix,  har 


"•V 


rd,  during  Iba  lew  yeara  b*  waa  la 


hunt  neat,  properly  to  the  nmnunl  of  eight  or  nine  thonaarnt  dollar*,  a  re- 
epertable  earn  In  llwee  da)  a  John  Halhaway,  hb  partner,  waa  alao 
born  In  Illghton,  and  waa  an  Inflaenllal  clllaen.  Ha  represented  Hi* 
Iowa  at  lb*  Oenural  (Vmrt  for  a  number  of  yeara  lo  Iha  eatly  pari  of  th, 
century.  Hla  eon,  John  Hathaway,  J  r ,  waa  town  cl*rk  for  aeraral yeara. 
Ite  removed  lo  Ihj*lon,  became  a  Uirivlng  raarchanl  In  that  dry,  and  ac- 
quired a  handaom*  properly.  Ilia  daughter,  Frances,  la  th*  wlf*of  Hon. 
Moaea  KlmhnU.of  Ibjalon,  ami  hla  daughur,  Margaret,  la  thawlf* of  Mr. 
Frank  Kriidell,  manufacturer,  of  WalerVtwn. 

Joalah  Ward  <r  HI  came  from  Rrlatol,  R.  I.  He  married  a  daughter  of 
hla  partner.  Jama*  Bmllh.  Tha  boa**  aloud  on  th*  alia  of  tl.«  reaidane* 
of  th.  late  Capt,  William  Cobb.  It  waa  Imrnt  nearly  «fly  yeara  ago, 
a  heavy  ■ 
-.audkryatt 
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below  the  town-landing,  known  as  Zebulon'a  Landing, 
from  one  Zebulon  Reed,  who  used  to  occupy  it.  One 
of  oar  townsmen  can  remember  teeing  on  the  stocks 
in  these  yards  at  one  time  two  ships  and  two  brigs. 
There  were  six  grog-shops  in  the  south  pert  of  the 
town  at  that  time,  rum  being  nearly  as  common  a 
beverage  then  as  water  is  now ;  on  special  occasions, 
such  as  a  house-raising  or  vessel-launching,  it  was 
furnished  to  the  crowd  without  money  or  price. 

William  Elleky — Among  the  resident*  of  Digh- 
ton  during  the  Revolutionary  war  was  William  El- 
lery,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and 
member  of  Congress.  When  the  British  took  posses- 
sion of  Newport  in  1776,  Ellery  found  a  refuge  at  the 
house  of  Ca.pt.  Rufus  Whitmarah,  near  the  Lower 
Four  Corners,  in  this  town.  Here  he  resided  for  sev- 
eral years  when  not  at  his  post  as  a  member  of  Con- 
gress. During  his  absence  from  Newport,  his  house 
in  that  town  was  burned  by  the  British,  and  his  prop- 
erty otherwise  greatly  damaged.  The  house  he  lived 
in  while  here  is  still  standing,  as  was  mentioned  in 
the  first  part  of  this  sketch.  Of  Ellery's  life  while 
residing  here  not  much  is  known.  He  was  away  so 
much  of  the  time  that  probably  the  Dighton  people 
saw  but  little  of  him.1  The  following  is  a  portion  of 
a  letter  written  by  him,  while  in  this  town,  to  his 
friend,  Gen.  Whipple: 

"  Diouros,  Am.  it,  177*. 
•■  Put  Bta,— Bafors  jroa  will  racalra  thb  jraor  lioiaa  will  U  at  Juaku* 
Saadfurda,  tba  »*fy  nut  Sua  to  il..  farrjf  farm  In  Brlatol.  My  ton, 
who  takaa  tli.  Son*  to  flaadfords,  will  Imt*  UiU  wllb  bin  to  U  traaa- 
Diltt.d  to  jou  by  tba  fltil  opiMKlunity.  .  .  . 

to  Ml  toatoaog  wllb  70s  at  M.wpurt.  Tli.  bland  uaat  uot  ba  raliu- 
oulahad.  If  It  ahould,  bow  lagluitow  to  oar  arnis,  |w«  dwlructl.a  to 
tb.  Btata  or  Itii  ml.  Ialand.  lii.tl.iilu.it  harbor  as  dlajra.  Wul  .1.  Ida. 
In  full  coandanca  I  bat  nch  auaaaanlt  will  ba  um«l.  upon  tba  aiwoir'. 
Haaa  a*  will  oonf  loos  tba  world  that  tba  Infant  Statoa  of  America  ara 
alila  to  (O  aloat,  aad  Cbaal  d'KaUlaf  that  wa  eaa  do  wlllwut  Ma,  I 

"William  Kunt." 

The  assault  on  the  British  lines  that  Ellery  was 
hoping  for  was  not  made,  the  enemy  having  been  so 
strengthened  by  reinforcements  as  to  render  them 
superior  in  numbers  to  the  Americans.  Gen.  Sulli- 
van was  therefore  obliged  to  retreat,  which  he  did  in 
a  masterly  manner,  in  good  order.  The  retreat  to  the 
main  land  was  well  timed,  for  the  next  day  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  arrived,  after  which  it  would  have  been  im- 
practicable to  cross  with  the  army  to  the  main  shore. 

Ellery's  death,  which  occurred  on  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1820,  when  he  was  ninety-two  years  old,  was 
like  the  falling  into  a  peaceful  sleep.  "  His  end," 
says  his  biographer,  "  was  indeed  that  of  a  philoso- 
pher. In  truth,  death  in  its  common  form  never  MUM 
near  him.  His  strength  wasted  gradually  for  the  last 
year,  until  he  had  not  enough  left  to  draw  in  his 
breath,  and  so  he  ceased  to  breathe.   The  duy  on 


>  In  oarOwrr'i  JTaaaraM,  a  frw  Taara  a(u,  was  pabllabad  a  diary  or 
Joarual.  wrtttoit  by  KUary,  and  daacrlblnf  hia  horaabaek  touroara  from 


which  he  died  he  got  up  and  dressed  himself,  took 
his  old  flag-bottomed  chair  without  arms,  on  which 
he  had  set  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  was 
reading  Tally's  offices  in  the  Latin,  without  glaante, 
though  the  print  was  as  fine  as  that  of  the  smallest 
pocket-bible.  The  physician  stopped  in  on  his  way 
to  the  hospital,  as  he  usually  did,  and  perceiving 
that  the  old  gentleman  could  scarcely  raise  his  eye- 
lids to  look  at  him,  took  his  baud  and  found  that  his 
pulse  was  gone.  After  drinking  a  little  wine  and 
water,  his  physician  told  him  hia  poise  beat  more 
strongly.  '  Oh,  yes,  doctor,  I  have  a  charming  pulse, 
but,'  he  continued, 1  it  is  idle  to  talk  to  me  in  this 
way.  I  am  going  off  the  stage  of  life,  and  it  is  h 
great  blessing  that  I  go  free  from  sickness,  pain,  and 
sorrow.'  He  was  then  placed  in  bed,  and  sat  upright, 
continuing  to  read  Cicero  very  quietly  for  some  time. 
Presently  they  looked  at  him  and  found  him  dead, 
sitting  with  the  book  under  his  chin,  as  a  man  who 
becomes  drowsy  and  goes  to  sleep. 

"Of  uo  dlaLrapaa  of  no  Maa!  ba  did. 

But  fall  Ilka  a.itainn  frail  that  sallowed  kiaf.' 

"  Ellery  was  fond  of  profound  study  and  elegant 
literature,  reading  to  the  end  of  his  life  the  works  of 
distinguished  writers  in  theology,  intellectual  philos- 
ophy, and  political  economy.  His  mind  and  affec- 
tions never  seemed  to  grow  old,  but  only  to  ripen  with 
age.  His  conversation  never  lost  its  humor,  richiiuaa, 
and  variety,  its  freedom  and  temperate  earnestness. 
In  stature  he  was  of  moderate  height,  his  persou 
neither  spare  nor  corpulent,  hut  indicating  perfect 
health  and  un  easy  mind.  His  head  ami  features 
were  large  and  impressive.  Ouly  three  weeks  before 
his  death  he  wrote  a  long  letter  containing  remarks 
on  Latin  prosody,  and  on  the  faults  of  public  speakers, 
written,  too,  in  a  strong,  close  hand,  that  might  be 
expected  from  one  in  middle  life." 

What  a  charming  picture  of  a  serene  old  age  and 
a  painless  euthanasia  do  these  extracts  disclose,  and 
what  un  argument  for  the  immortality  of  the  soul 
does  this  old  man  of  ninety-two  witli  his  mental  pow- 
ers untouched  by  age  present  I  Titian,  dying  of  the 
plague  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine,  uml  painting  almost 
to  the  last,  and  Ellery,  ut  ninety-two  writing  in  ■ 
firm  hand  criticisms  on  the  orators  of  the  day  and  on 
Latin  prosody,  go  far  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  French 
savant  Floureus'  theory  that  the  natural  life  of  man 
is  at  least  one  huudred  years. 

William  Ellery  was  born  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  Dec. 
22, 1727;  after  graduating  at  Harvard,  he  commenced 
his  career  as  a  trader  at  Newport,  then  practiced  law, 
and  in  )77t>  was  elected  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
of  which  body  he  soon  became  one  of  the  leading 
members.  He  was  in  Congress  eight  years,  and  was 
afterwurds  collector  of  customs  at  Newport  uutil  his 
death.  The  signatures  of  Ellery  and  of  his  colleague, 
Stephen  Hopkins,  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
display  a  striking  contrast,  Ellery's  being  firm  and 
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bold,  and  that  of  Hopkins  tromulnui  and  uncertain, 
from  the  palsy  that  afflicted  him.  "  I  wan  deter- 
mined," Ellery  lined  to  say  in  after-ycam,  "  to  «ee  how 
they  all  looked  as  they  signed  what  might  be  their 
death  warrant.  I  placed  myself  beside  the  secretary, 
Charles  Thomson,  and  eyed  each  closely  as  he  affixed 
his  name  to  the  document.  Undaunted  resolution 
was  displayed  in  every  countenance." 

Commodore  Talbot.— Commodore  Silas  Talbot 
was  a  native  of  this  town.  He  distinguished  himself 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  on  both  the  ocean  and  the 
land.  His  parents  were  Benjamin  and  Zipporah 
Talbot.  The  house  they  lived  in,  and  in  which 
Silas,  the  ninth  of  their  fourteen  children,  was  born, 
has  long  since  been  torn  down.  It  stood  In  the  lota, 
with  only  a  cart-path  as  a  way  of  approach,  between 
the  road  leading  from  the  Lower  Four  Corners  to 
Pitts'  Comer  and  Hunter'*  Hill,  and  southerly  of 
the  house  now  owned  by  Isaac  Pierce.  Benjamin 
and  Zippornh  were  buried  in  the  family  cemetery 
near  by,  with  several  of  their  children.  They  were 
poor,  hard-working  people,  unable  to  do  much  in  the 
way  of  education  for  their  children,  and  Silas  was 
early  in  his  boyhood  placed  on  board  a  vessel  as 
cnbin-boy,  perhaps  as  good  a  school  as  he  could  have 
had  for  the  work  he  had  to  do  in  after-life.  He 


born  Jan.  21,  1751.  When  he  wan  twelve  years  old 
his  fnther  died,  and  an  bin  mother  had  other  children 
younger  and  weaker  than  ho  to  support,  he  was  neces- 
sarily thrown  upon  his  own  resources  for  the  future. 
He  learned  the  stone-mason's  trade,  then  considered 
a  very  lucrative  one,  and  removed  to  Providence, 
It.  I.  In  1822  he  married  a  young  lady  named  Rich- 
mond, and  went  to  housekeeping  in  Providence,  then 
a  small  town.  He  engaged  occasionally  in  mercan- 
tile speculations,  "  in  which,"  says  II.  T.  Tuckerman, 
who  wrote  his  biography,  "he  exhibited  more  than 
ordinary  boldness  and  sagacity.  An  instance  is  re- 
lated of  his  sailing  down  the  river  when  lumber  had 
unexpectedly  risen  to  a  high  price,  intercepting  a  ves- 
sel thus  loaded,  purchasing  the  cargo,  and  making 
sales  in  town  at  an  enormous  advance." 

When  the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out  Talbot  and 
a  number  of  other  young  men  hired  an  old  Scotch 
drum-major  who  had  deserted  from  the  British  army 
to  drill  them  in  military  tactics  in  the  loft  of  asugar- 
ftous*.  In  June,  1775,  he  was  commissioned  as  a 
captain  in  one  of  the  three  newly-raised  Rhode  Island 
regiments,  and  went  to  Boston  with  the  regiment  to 
take  part  in  the  siege  of  that  town.  He  next  went 
with  the  army  to  New  York,  at  which  port  was  a  fleet 
of  British  men-of-war.  Here  he  was  placed,  at  his 
own  request,  in  command  of  a  fire-ship,  in  which  he 
sailed  up  the  Hudson  River  some  fifteen  miles,  an- 
choring a  short  distance  above  Fort  Washington. 
Soon  after  he  had  cast  anchor  three  of  the  enemy's 
war  vessels  sailed  up  the  river  and  anchored  a  few 
miles  below  where  ho  lay.  A  night  attack  was  imme- 
diately resolved  upon.    "  At  two  o'clock  in  the 


ing,"  says  the  biographer,  "they  weighed  anchor  and 
dropped  slowly  down  with  the  tide.  The  nearest  of 
the  ships  was  the 'Asia,'  of  sixty-four  guns,  whose 
tall  spars  and  towering  hull  no  sooner  loomed  upon 
the  gaze  of  Talbot's  hardy  band  than  they  steered 
directly  for  her  broadside.  Unsuspicious  of  any 
danger,  it  was  but  a  moment  before  her  little  adver- 
sary had  flung  her  grappling-irons  that  the  'Asia' 
fired,  and  then  a  scene  ensued  thai  bailies  description. 
.  .  .  In  an  instant  the  darkness  of  a  cloudy  night  gave 
place  to  a  red,  flashing  glare  that  revealed  the  fort, 
the  waters,  and  the  fields  with  the  distinctness  of 
noonday,  and  brought  into  vivid  relief  the  huge  ves- 
sels of  war,  now  alive  with  their  startled  crews,  who 
hastened  to  the  relief  of  the '  Asia,'  some  pouring  water 
on  the  rising  flames,  others  disengaging  the  fire-ship 
from  her  side." 

The  attack  was  unsuccessful,  at  least  in  destroying 
any  of  the  enemy's  ships,  but  it  served  the  purpose  of 
driving  them  from  their  position  into  the  lower  bay, 
and  it  likewise  had  an  encouraging  effect  on  the 
American  cause.  Congress  passed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Capt.  Talbot,  and  he  was  at  once  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major.  He  had  remained  too  long  on  the 
fire-ship,  being  the  last  to  escape,  and  he  was  severely 
burned.  It  was  some  weeks  before  he  recovered  from 
his  injuries. 

We  next  hear  of  Maj.  Talbot  in  the  defense  of  Mud 
Island,  in  the  Delaware  River,  and  here  he  displayed 
his  accustomed  daring.  His  arm  was  broken  by  a 
musket-ball,  and  he  received  a  wound  in  the  thigh. 
He  returned  home  to  recover  from  his  wounds,  and 
as  soon  as  his  condition  permitted  joined  t^e  Conti 
nental  army  under  Gen.  Sullivan's  command,  on  the 
mainland  of  Rhode  Island,  where  he  rendered  essen- 
tial service  in  superintending  the  building  of  eighty- 
six  flat-bottomed  boats,  intended  to  carry  one  hundred 
men  csch,  for  the  transportation  of  the  army  to  the 
island.  These  boats  were  calked  by  candle-light, 
and  Talbot,  wearied  by  his  unceasing  efforts  to  for- 
ward the  work,  was  accustomed  to  sleep  under  the 
boats,  while  the  din  of  the  calking-mallets  was  ring- 
ing over  his  head.  An  incident  of  the  campaign  will 
illustrate  the  cool  daring  of  this  born  leader  of  men. 
The  crossing  from  the  mainland  was  commenced  on 
8onday,  the  9lh  of  August,  and  the  light  corps,  to 
which  Maj.  Talbot  was  attached,  marched  down  the 
road  towards  Newport  until  within  a  cannon-shot  of 
the  enemy's  lines.  Talbot  was  then  sent  forward 
alone  by  Col.  Laurens,  who  was  in  command  of  the 
corps,  to  reconnoitre.  He  had  neared  the  enemy's 
outposts,  when  he  saw  three  British  artillerymen  in  a 
garden,  foraging  for  vegetables.  Without  hesitating 
an  instant  he  jumped  his  horse  over  the  wall  and 
threatened  them  with  immediate  death  if  they  stirred. 
Thinking  that  he  was  one  of  their  own  officers,  they 
made  some  apology  for  being  absent  from  their  posts, 
and  gave  up  their  hangers.  He  then  drove  them 
before  him  to  the  American  lines  as  prisoners  of  i 
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Count  d'Estaing's  departure  with  the  French  fleet 
to  Boston  rendered  the  retreat  of  the  American  army 
from  the  island  a  necessity,  and  in  the  retreat  and 
the  fight  which  preceded  it  Maj.  Talbot's  aid  was 
very  efficient,  and  was  commended  in  the  dispatches 
of  the  commanding  officer  to  Congress.  His  next  ex- 
ploit was  the  capture  of  one  of  the  enemy's  armed 
vessels.  The  British,  in  order  to  close  the  east 
passage,  had  anchored  a  vessel  of  some  two  hundred 
tons  in  the  passage,  off  a  point  of  land  called  Fog- 
land.  This  vessel  had  formerly  been  in  the  naval 
service,  but  had  been  cut  down  to  one  deck,  and  was 
armed  with  twelve  eight-pounders  and  ten  swivels. 
8he  had  a  crew  of  forty-five  men,  and  her  deck  was  I 
protected  from  boarding-parties  by  strong  netting. 
She  was  named  the  "  Pigot,"  and  was  commanded  by 
a  lieutenant  named  Dunlip.  This  armed  galley  ef- 
fectually prevented  any  American  vessels  from  pass- 
ing up  or  down  Seconnet  River,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  and  Southern 
Massachusetts. 

Maj,  Talbot  resolved  to  capture  or  destroy  the 
"  Pigot,"  but  his  project  was  for  some  time  coldly  re- 
ceived by  Gen.  Sullivan,  who  deemed  it  imprac- 
ticable, but  at  leugth  consented  to  furnish  a  draft  of 
men  for  the  purpose.  The  major  immediately  se- 
lected a  sloop  in  Providence  named  the  "Hawk," 
and  armed  her  with  two  three- pounders  and  sixty 
men.  Before  he  could  get  at  the  "  Pigot"  he  would 
have  to  pass  one  of  the  enemy's  forts  at  Bristol  Ferry 
and  another  at  Fogland's  Ferry,  in  Seconnet  River, 
and  both  forts  were  safely  passed  in  the  night. 

After  reaching  the  upper  end  of  the  island,  the 
"  Hawk"  drifted  silently  down  the  Seconnet  River, 
with  a  kedge  lashed  to  the  jib-boom  to  tear  the  net- 
tings of  the  enemy.  The  Fogland  fort  was  passed 
without  alarming  the  sentinel,  although  he  could  be 
seen  pacing  back  and  forth  before  the  barrack  lights. 
Fearing  that  he  should  miss  the  object  of  his  search 
in  the  darkness,  the  major  cast  anchor  just  below  the 
fort,  and  sent  a  boat  forward  with  muffled  oars  to 
reconnoitre.  The  men  iu  the  boat  reported  the 
"  Pigot  V  situation,  and  the  anchor  was  again  hove 
up,  while  the  strong  ebb  tide  swept  the  "  Hawk" 
down  upon  her  prey.  They  were  soon  hailed  by  the 
watch  on  the  deck  of  the  "  Pigot,"  but  making  no 
answer  a  volley  of  musketry  was  fired  at  them,  but 
before  the  "  Pigot's"  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear 
the  kedge  on  the  "  Hawk's"  jib-boom  had  torn  away 
the  netting  and  was  caught  in  the  shrouds,  while  her 
crew  leaped  on  the  "Pigot's"  deck  and  drove  every 
man  below  excepting  her  commander,  who  fought 
gallantly  in  his  night-clothes,  but  was  soon  captured. 
Not  a  man  was  killed  on  either  aide.  The  prise  was 
carried  into  Stonington.  For  this  daring  exploit 
Maj.  Talbot  again  received  the  thanks  of  Congress, 
and  was  promoted  to  be  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
army,  while  the  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  presented 
him  with  a  sword.   The  next  year  he  was  made  a 


captain  in  the  navy,  although  there  was  no  man-of- 
war  for  him  to  command.  He  was,  however,  author- 
ized to  arm  a  naval  force  to  protect  the  coast  from 
the  cruisers  of  the  enemy.  Lack  of  money  and  lack 
of  vessels  made  the  task  a  difficult  one,  but  the  cap- 
tured "  Pigot"  and  a  clumsy  sloop  called  the  "  Argo" 
were  finally  equipped  and  manned,  the  "Argo"  being 
the  flag-ship.  Her  armament  consisted  of  twelve 
small  guns  and  her  crew  of  sixty  men. 

In  May,  1779,  Capt.  Talbot  sailed  from  Providence, 
and  soon  captured  the  "  Lively."  of  twelve  guns,  und 
two  privateer  brigs  from  the  West  Indies.  The 
prizes  were  carried  into  Boston  amid  great  rejoicing. 
Talbot  then  cruised  about  in  search  of  a  Tory  pri- 
vateer named  the  "King  George."  She  was  com- 
manded by  a  Capt  Hazard,  a  Rhode  Islauder.  She 
carried  fourteen  guns  and  eighty  men.  One  fine  day, 
when  about  forty  leagues  from  Long  Island,  the 
"  King  George"  was  seen,  and  the  "  Argo"  bore 
down  upon  her,  giving  her  a  broadside  when  uear 
enough,  and  then  tanging  alongside,  Talbot  and  his 
men  leaped  on  board,  and  the  "  King  George"  was 
surrendered  without  the  loss  of  a  man  on  cither 
vessel. 

Not  long  afterwards  the  "  Argo"  fell  in  with  a  Urge 
armed  ship,  and  a  desperate  tight,  lasting  four  hours, 
took  place,  the  vessels  being  all  the  time  within  pis- 
tol-shot of  each  other.  Nearly  every  man  on  the 
quarter-deck  of  the  "Argo"  was  killed  or  wounded. 
Capt.  Talbot  had  the  skirU  of  his  lost  shot  off,  nad 
his  speaking-trumpet  was  pierced  in  two  places  by 
bullets.  At  length  the  uiuinmost  of  the  ship  fell  and 
she  surrendered. 

After  this  fight  the  owuers  of  the  "  Argo"  reclaimed 
her.  Capt.  Talbot  then  took  commaud  of  a  privateer 
called  the  "Georgo  Washington."  But  now  his  good 
fortune  deserted  him.  He  fell  in  with  a  licet  of  Brit- 
ish men-of-war,  two  of  which  gave  chase  and  captured 
the  "  Washington"  before  night.  Her  commander 
and  crew  were  carried  to  New  York,  and  thrust  into 
the  hold  of  the  Jersey  prison-ship.'  The  horrors 
I  which  they  endured  while  in  captivity  were  almost 
too  much  for  their  endurance,  nor  was  their  condition 
improved  when  they  were  transferred  to  another  hulk 
called  the  "  Yarmouth,"  in  which  a  deadly  fever  soon 
broke  out.  Only  Talbot's  strong  constitution  and 
iron  will  enabled  him  to  survive  through  the  dread- 
ful imprisonment  He  was  finally  carried  to  Eng- 
land, and  exchanged  for  a  British  officer.  When  he 
arrived  home  he  hud  been  absent  two  years.  Not  long 
afterwards  he  married  his  second  wife,  a  Miss  Morris, 
I  of  Philadelphia,  and  buying  the  forfeited  estate  of  Sir 
William  Johuson,  iu  New  York  State,  he  removed 
there  with  his  family  mid  engaged  iu  farming.  In 
17U3-94  ho  was  again  before  tho  public,  now  us  a 


I  0»pt.  J.  rue.  Brigs*, •»■'•  <«*'>.  ««  •»»  for  ■  ■"■«r*»  I"  "••« 
IWluc  til*  J«*t;  prixtt-rtlp,  m  wu  *U»  H.f .  Tbwuu  AUkm.  of 
Uorkl.j,  «t»  "rot.  *a  account  of  nil  Impitauuamt. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DIGHTON. 


member  of  Congress,  and  he  was  soon  appointed  to 
the  command  of  one  of  the  six  ships  that  Congress 
hail  decided  to  add  to  our  little  navy.  When  hostili- 
ties commenced  with  France  in  1799,  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  frigate  "Constitution,"  and  was 
on  the  West  Indian  station.1  In  1801  he  resigned  his 
command,  thinking  himself  unjustly  treated  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  had  given  precedence  to 
Commodore  Tnixton.  His  decision  was  evidently 
unjust,  as  Commodore  Talbot  was  the  senior  officer, 
and  had  performed  greater  services  for  the  country 
than  Truxton.  But  republics  are  proverbially  un- 
grateful. The  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  built  a  handsome  house, 
and  where  ho  married  his  third  wife. 

"In  person,"  says  his  biographer,  "Capt.  Talbot 
was  tall  and  graceful,  in  features  determined  but  at- 
tractive. A  portrait  of  him,  painted  by  Benjamin 
West,  is  in  possession  of  his  descendants  in  Kentucky. 
...  He  was  an  accomplished  gentleman,  with  a  dig- 
nity of  manners  that  stamped  him  for  a  leader,  and 
yet  with  a  frank  urbanity  of  spirit  that  endeared  him 
as  a  companion.  He  waa  thirteen  times  wounded, 
and  carried  five  bullet*  in  his  body.  In  private  life, 
the  elegant  hospitality  he  cxerci*ed,  the  ardor  of  his 
personal  attachments,  the  winning  grace  and  self-re- 
spect of  his  manners,  his  acquaintance  with  life  in  all 
its  phases,  and  a  certain  generous  nobility  of  feeling 
rendered  hini  in  his  prime  one  of  the  best  specimens 
of  a  self-made  American  officer  the  country  has  pro- 
duced. He  died  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1813,  and  was  buried  under  Trinity  Church. 
No  monument  has  l>een  erected  to  his  memory,  but 
his  gallant  deeds  are  inscribed  on  the  immortal 
records  of  the  war  of  independence,  and  his  name  is 
enrolled  among  the  patriot  heroes  of  America." 

Such  is  the  picture  that  has  been  handed  down  to 
us  of  Commodore  Silas  Talbot.  Brought  up  in  pov- 
erty,  with  littlo  of  the  education  lo  be  derived  from 
schools,  and  cast  upon  his  own  resources  at  an  early 
age,  he  showed  himself  equal  to  any  station  to  which 
his  energy,  sagacity,  and  bravery  caused  him  to  be 
promoted;  ho  possessed  in  no  small  degree  "that 
strong  divinity  of  soul  that  conquers  chance  and 
fate." 

1 1  ohm  A  it  Baymeb.— Although  not  born  in  Digh- 
ton,  Maj.  Hodijah  Baylies,  aide-de-camp  to  Gen. 
Washington,  was  a  citizen  of  this  town  for  many 
years.  Maj.  Baylies  was  born  in  Uxbridge,  Mass., 
Sept.  15,  1756.  His  father's  name  was  Nicholas,  and 
his  mother  before  her  marriage  was  Elizabeth  Barks. 
His  ancestors  were  Quakers,  and  resided  in  the  parish 
of  Alvechurch,  county  of  Worcester,  England.  1 1  is 
grandfather,  who  was  named  Thomas,  came  over  from 
England  with  his  son  Nicholas  and  a  daughter  named 
Esther  in  June,  1737.    Ho  returned  to  England  the 


>  Cnmmodorv  TnlUrt  auparlntandrd  Uin  building  of  tba  "GoiMtlta- 
tkM," or  "OW  IroiMldM,"  «.  .1,.  «•».  •Harvard,  callad. 


next  year,  but  came  back  under  a  contract  with  one 
Richard  Clarke,  of  Boston,  as  a  clerk  in  an  iron- 
works, bringing  his  wife  and  two  daughters  with  him. 
Another  son,  Thomas,  came  over  later,  and  for  some 
years  kept  a  store  in  Taunton,  and  was  interested  in 
I  the  manufacture  of  iron.  Nicholas,  Maj.  Baylies' 
father,  settled  in  Uxbridge,  but  after  the  death  of  his 
brother  Thomas,  Jr.,  which  occurred  in  1766,  he 
moved  to  Taunton,  and  was  a  large  laud-owner  and 
manufacturer  of  iron  in  that  place. 

Hodijah  Baylies  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children. 
Two  of  his  brothers,  William  and  Thomas  S.,  were 
residents  of  Dighton,  and  were  prominent  men  in  the 
town.  They  will  be  more  particularly  mentioned 
hereafter.  Hodijah  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1777,  and  almost  immediately  entered  the  army  as  a 
lieutenant,  his  first  service  being  on  the  Hudson 
River.  When  Gen.  Lincoln  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Southern  Department,  Lieut.  Bay- 
lies was  selected  by  him  as  one  of  his  aids.  In  the 
campaigns  that  followed  he  took  part  in  much  hard 
fighting  at  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  elsewhere,  ac- 
quitting himself  creditably  in  whatever  situation  he 
waa  placed.  He  was  in  the  city  of  Charleston  during 
the  memorable  siege  by  the  British,  and  when  Lincoln 
finally  surrendered  to  Clinton  on  the  12th  of  May, 
1780,  he  waa  included  among  the  prisoners  of  war. 
He  rejoined  the  army  as  soon  as  his  exchange  was 
effected ;  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis 
at  Yorktown,  and  having  beeu  selected  by  Washing- 
ton as  one  of  his  aids,  remained  in  this  positiou  until 
the  end  of  the  war.  He  stayed  for  some  time  with 
Washington  at  Mount  Vernon  after  peace  waa  con- 
cluded, receiving  a  brevet  as  major  in  the  army.  He 
returned  to  the  North  in  1784,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Lincoln,  daughter  of  Gen.  Lincoln,  who  resided  in 
Hingham,  in  this  8tate.  After  residing  for  a  time  in 
Hingham  he  removed  to  Taunton,  and  engaged  in 
business  aa  a  manufacturer  of  iron,  the  works  being 
at  Westville.  The  anchors  for  the  frigate  "  Constitu- 
tion" were  made  at  the  Baylies  Forge. 

As  soon  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
had  been  ratified  in  1789,  Maj.  Baylies  was  appointed 
collector  of  customs  at  Dighton,  and  at  once  removed 
to  this  town  with  his  family.  His  father  bad  died  in 
Taunton  two  years  before,  in  his  ninetieth  year.  Maj. 
Baylies  held  the  office  of  collector  of  customs  until 
1809.'  In  1810  he  was  appointed  judge  of  probate 
for  the  county  of  Bristol  by  Governor  Gore,  holding 
the  office  until  1834,  when,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight, 
but  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  mental  faculties,  he  re- 


•  Tha  following  »ra  lb*  name,  ot  tha  coll « t,  m  who  held  tha  oBka 
•flcr  Maj.  B»jll«a:  Nathaniel  William*,  from  1*110  MM  Mi  daath  In 

of  NaUtanlal,  from  MB  to  ISM;  Dr.  William  Wood,  from  1H0  to  ISM; 
•ml  Horatio  Pratt,  from  ISM  to  ISM.  In  U>»  Utter  yanr  Dr.  P.  W.  !..- 
land  in  appointed,  and  tha  ofllso  *«•  ramorad  to  Fall  HI «*r  Wh,le 
Dighton  waa  I  bo  port  ot  antry  lha  nietom-hoaaa  waa  not,  aa  at  praaant. 
In  a  building  coating  half  a  million  of  dollar*,  bat  Ui*  book*  war*  lap* 
at  tha  rteloencea  of  lha  collactora. 
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signed.  During  bit  liter  yean  he  wm  known  m 
Judge  Baylies,  his  miliury  title  being  seldom  used  in 
connection  with  hi*  name.  He  owned  a  fine  farm  in 
Dighlon,  of  some  two  hundred  acres  in  extent,  in- 
cluding the  woodland,  some  of  which  was  heavily 
timbered.1  The  house  that  he  bought  was  a  tavern 
during  the  Revolution,  and  was  remodeled  and  en- 
larged by  him.  He  had  four  children, — William  O. 
(who  lived  in  Boston,  and  died  in  1848),  Edmund, 
Amelia,  and  Benjamin  L.  Edmund  was  born  in  1787, 
at  Hingham,  engaged  in  commerce  in  Bunion  early  in 
life,  and  made  several  voyages  to  Russia,  acquiring  a 
handsome  fortune.  He  married  a  Miss  Eliza  Payson, 
and  bought  a  residence  in  Taunton,  not  far  from  the 
Neck-of-Land  Bridge.'  Amelia  married  Dr.  Alfred 
Wood,  formerly  of  this  town,  but  now  residing  in 
Taunton.  Benjamin  L.  never  married ;  he  lived  at 
the  homestead  until  his  death,  a  few  years  since. 
Judge  Baylies  died  April  26,  1843,  in  the  eighty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age.  His  wife  had  died  twenty 
years  before,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  She  is  said  to 
have  had  an  excellent  judgment  and  a  kind  heart, 
gifts  that  were  inherited  by  her  daughter  Amelia. 

Maj.  Baylies  was  said  to  have  been  one  of  the 
handsomest  men  in  the  army.  His  deportment, 
while  allowing  his  military  training,  was  yet  easy 
and  graceful,  and  his  manners  were  polished  and 
engaging.  While  he  was  in  the  army,  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  the  jurist  and  statesman,  who  knew  him  well, 


■  A  large  tract  of  Mi  la  -  1 1. ii  J  wm  i.rm*d  tb»  Hue  S»amp\  tad  l. 

till  known  by  that  bum,  although  the  iluibar  iu  cut  off  •  In  )«n 
«o.  Il  wm  probably  tba  only  larg*  "set  of  lb*  pri«*»*l  t*IS*l  Iu  il>. 

;  to  >Ul.  Tb*  tree.  w.r*  of  rarloui 
■jssp  I*  MTr- 
fal  »».  *ta*M  |  sn«.a.r*M  psi* 

son  b*  Mi  nut  down  without  rtwehlag  bard  paa.  Oa  U>*  eoulli  aloe  la  a 
*tMp  hill  or  ildg*  of  gr.r»l  tbal  wm  for»i«rly  eoTered  with  large  rheat- 
nut-  and  henilock-treee,  und*r  wblcb  than  wm  always  a  twilight  gloom 
n«  at  ii.iJ.Uy  Tii la  rtdg*  of  gravel  hi  probably  a  lnmli.nl  inoralna, 
pllad  up  by  the  Mlloa  of  l<*  In  tb*  glacial  period.  Another  .mailer  bit 
of  tb*  prltueral  wood*  la  fooud  on  lb*  llajlioi  farm.  n«ar  tba  rlrer, 
awl  I*  now  oalbjr)  Simmon*'  GruY,,  from  Mr.  C.  N.  Situiaona,  Ilia  praeont 
owner  of  III*  farm.  Tbl*  gror.  U  not*d  for  lb*  clam-bakM  that  ar*  an- 
mi  a  1 1  y  b*ld  lb*r*  bjr  tb*  Mrtlu*t  lat  aad  Baptiat  SocI.IIm.  Tb*  tree*  at* 
chl.  ny  w  hite-uake,  and  tb*  gror*  glrM  on*  a  good  Idea  oa  a  amnll  acal* 
•  >f  l he  appearance  of  tba  foraal  at  tb*  tint*  wb*o  Wlnalow  aitd  llopklu* 
aaada  Uialr  journey  from  I'lyuuMith  to  1'okaitokal,  and  found  tho  Iroee 
"  atandlu*-  not  Ihkke  but  a  man  may  wall  rlda  a  bore*  unong  Ibam." 
It  wm  oa  lb*  nortbaily  Mop.  of 

roTlb*  prt*>*r.l  fun 
r  on  (ha  loeer  at  nalur*.   A*  Iu  tb.  laud  of  Ik*  Ixilua-luUera,  It 
I  Ibar*  to  ba  alway*  la  Mi,  afl*r»oufl.  aad  oo  dark  cloudy  day*  to 

;luamluge,.dlb.  murk."  It 

i  ami.  Ut  at  wild 


•TWslsl 


i  ar. 


I  lu  lb*  twlllgbl 


.  Ilk*  Drukbi  of  old.  wltb  voice*  aad  and  prophallc. 
Stand  Ilk*  harper*  lioar,  wltb  board*  tliat  raat  on  th*lr  boeooie." 

•  Kdmuod  DayllM  bad  tbrM  children,— Kllfabetb,  Kuth,  ami  Edmund 
Lliicvln.  Tb*  tailor,  who  wm  commonly  callwl  Lincoln  Ibiyllua,  waa 
born  In  ltz».  Ila  mart  lad  Nathalie  X.  Ilay,  of  Maw  York,  la  ISOU  b* 
want  to  Koran*,  haying  much  out  of  health  The  change  did  not  prov* 
u  banoAtlal  m  wm  hoped,  and  In)  dn-l  at  Geneva,  SwIUrrland,  Mot.  IS, 

acterleih;  of  SBSStaf  ll.a  Ihjltai  family.   lUMl  four  obihUan.  ' 


said  to  his  mother,  "  Your  son,  madame,  has  all  the 
elegance  of  the  British  officers,  without  any  of  their 
vices."  The  vigor  of  his  mental  faculties  was  sus- 
tained to  the  laat.  "  Hia  perceptions,"  says  a  writer 
in  an  obituary  notice  in  a  New  Bedford  paper,  "  were 
clear  and  acute.  His  conversation,  marked  by  strong 
sense,  abounding  with  anecdotes  and  interesting  rem- 
iniscence* of  the  Revolution,  exhibited,  almost  to  the 
last  days  of  his  life,  the  liveliness  of  youth,  without 
any  of  the  garrulity  of  age,  always  tasteful,  animated, 
aud  correct." 

Judge  Baylies'  father,  Deacon  Nicholas,  was  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  force  of  char- 
acter, of  excellent  judgment,  and  of  sterling  integ- 
rity, respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  It  was  remark- 
able that  iu  those  days  of  dram-drinking  he  was  a 
practical  teetotaler,  not  tasting  of  ardent  spirita,  it  is 
said,  for  more  than  sixty  years.  He  left  eight  chil- 
dren, sixty-five  grandchildren,  and  thirty-five  great- 
grandchildren. 

Dr.  William  Baylies.— William  Baylies,  brother 
of  Ilodijah,  was  born  in  Uxbridge,  Nov.  24, 1743,  and 
graduated  at  Harvard  in  1760.  He  wan  a  man  of 
fine  meutal  endowments,  and  held  many  positions 
requiring  high  intelligence  and  a  sound  judgment. 
He  was  u  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress  which 
convened  in  1775.  During  the  Revolution  he  was 
often  in  the  councils  of  the  State.  Iu  1784,  while  in 
the  Slate  Senate,  he  wits  appointed  by  Governor 
Hancock  register  of  probate  for  Bristol  County  and 
a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Slate  Convention  which  ratified  the 
Constitution,  and  in  1800  was  an  elector  of  President 
and  Vice-President.  He  also  represented  his  district 
in  Congress  for  four  years.  He  was  an  original  mem- 
ber of  the  medical,  historical,  agricultural,  and  hu- 
mane societies  of  this  8tate,  and  was  an  early  mem- 
ber of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Science*.  He  was, 
besides,  a  skillful  physician,  and  practiced  medicine 
in  Dighlon  for  many  year*.  He  died  iu  1826.  Hia  sou, 
Hon.  William  Baylies,  LL.D.,  statesman  and  lawyer, 
was  born  in  Dighton,  Sept,  15,  1776.  He  practiced 
law  for  many  yeurs  in  West  Bridgewatcr,  and  there 
the  poet,  William  Cullen  Bryant,  studied  law  under 
his  tuition.  He  died  in  Taunton,  Sept.  27,  1865,  and 
was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  on  the  hill  in  Digh- 
ton. On  the  reverse  of  this  monument  is  the  follow- 
ing culogium,  far  more  deserved  than  are  many  of  the 
flattering  words  of  praise  to  be  found  on  tombstones: 

"Til la  aloo*  cosiBi«moralM  tb*  virtu.-,  of  on*  pur*  allk*  In  pnUlo 
and  In  p.  I  rata  III,,  and  SOWS,  and  trior*!  lu  both.  An  upright  •telew- 

wonl  and  purpoM,  calm  a. Id  kind  In  tamper,  a.|.il!*U.  In  Judgment,  -  la. 
In  action,  who  a«r*r  Lot  bla  grMl  taleuta  to  lb*  *M  of  Injuatlua,  and 
abhorred  Ib.gnlu  that  la  acquired  In  aiaklug  tba  wore.  oppaur  lb.  heltar 
cuum.  II*  llrvd  a  lutix,  lawful,  ami  apullvaa  life,  and  i.  it  a  iwbl*  •*• 
auipl*  lo  lb*  fvlwratUw  akkb  coium  after  kiln  " 


William  Baylies,  and  his  father,  the  doctor,  before 
him,  owned  the  farm  uow  belonging  to  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Silas  P.  Briggs.  The 
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owned  and  occupied  by  ttev.  Nathaniel  Fisher.  An- 
other of  Dr.  William  Hay  lies'  son*  who  was  buried 
on  the  hill  burying  ground  was  Samuel  White  Bay- 
lies,  coun«clor-at-law,  who  was  born  June  22,  1774, 
and  died  Sept.  13,  1824.  He  practiced  hi*  profession 
in  this  town.  Dr.  Baylies'  other  distinguished  son, 
Hon.  Francis  Baylies,  of  Taunton,  Author,  statesman, 
and  diplomatist,  was  born  in  Dighton,  but  was  buried 
in  Taunton.  Dr.  Baylies'  daughter  Elisabeth  mar- 
ried Hon.  Samuel  Crocker,  of  Taunton.  His  wife  was 
Bathsheba  White,  daughter  of  Hon.  8amucl  White, 
eminent  as  a  lawyer. 

Not  far  from  the  Baylies  monuments  on  the  hill 
are  those  erected  to  the  memory  of  Capt.  John  Clous- 
ton  and  his  wife  Hannah,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  George  Bowers.  Capt.  Clonaton  died  in  1782, 
in  his  forty-second  year.  In  the  Revolutionary  war 
he  commanded  the  armed  vessel  "  Freedom,"  and 
was  almost  a  second  Paul  Jones,  being  very  success- 
ful in  taking  prices  in  the  British  Channel,  and  thus, 
like  Jones,  bearding  the  English  lion  in  his  den,  | 
Capt.  Clouston  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  perhaps 
had  inherited  from  his  remote  ancestors  some  of  that 
animosity  towards  the  English  that  prevailed  among 
the  Scottish  clans  in  the  olden  time. 

Tiioxiar  S.  Baylies, — Thomas  Sargennt  Baylies, 
son  of  Nicholas  nnd  brother  to  Hodijah  nnd  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Baylies,  was  born  Oct.  18,  1748.  Ho  lived  at 
North  Dighton  for  some  years  and  was  a  farmer.  He 
had  besides  some  connection  with  the  iron-works  es- 
tablished by  his  father  on  the  Three-Mile  River,  in 
Weslville,  Taunton.  He  married  Retina  Godfrey,  of 
Taunton,  for  his  first  wife.  His  second  wife  was  Deb- 
orah Barnum.  He  had  fourteen  children,  and  he 
died  Oct.  30,  183o.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 
influence  in  town  affairs,  was  representative  in  the 
General  Court  for  three  years,  and  was  one  of  the 
selectmen  for  a  number  of  years.  George  Baylies, 
son  of  Thomas  S.,  was  a  merchant  in  Boston.  Hora-  I 
tio  married  Rhoda  Pratt,  of  Dighton.  Henry  mar- 
ried Dcttorsh  Walker,  of  this  town.  Charles  married 
Kcziah  Round ;  he  was  a  carpenter  and  resided  at 
North  Dighton.  Alfred  married  Rebecca  D.  Sproat; 
he  settled  in  Taunton  and  was  a  well-known  physi- 
cian there.  Nicholas  married  Susan  8tone  and 
moved  to  Baltimore;  he  had  fourteen  children. 
John,  son  of  Thomas  8.,  married  Mnry  Shaw  ;  he 
resided  in  New  Bedford.  John's  daughter  Charlotte 
married  Charles  T.  Congdon,  Esq.,  one  of  the  edito- 
rial staff  of  the  Nrw  York  Trihunr.  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  8.,  married  George  B.  Atwood,  Esq., 
of  Taunton.  Hannah  married  John  N.  Washburn, 
and  Eliza  A.  married  James  Sproat,  Esq.,  formerly 
clerk  of  the  courts. 

For  some  of  the  foregoing  details  in  regard  to  the 
Baylies  family  I  am  indchtcd  to  Henry  Baylies,  Esq., 
rounselor-at-Iaw,  of  Boston.  He  is  the  son  of  Fred- 
erick Baylies,  of  Edgartown,  and  has  for  many  years 
been  collecting  information,  genealogical  and  histori- 


cal, relating  to  the  family.  He  informs  me  that  when 
in  England  in  1860,  he  visited  Alvechurch,  the  home 
of  Nicholas,  father  of  Thomas  Baylies,  previously 
mentioned  as  the  first  of  the  name  to  come  over  to 
America,  and  searched  the  parish  records,  making 
extracts  of  such  portions  as  related  to  the  family  in 
old  times.  After  he  had  made  a  large  number  of 
extracts  he  was  accosted  by  the  curate  and  informed 
that  he  must  pay  half  a  crown  for  each  extract  he 
had  made,  the  whole  amounting  to  between  twenty 
and  thirty  dollars.  After  a  somewhat  warm  contro- 
versy in  regard  to  the  iniquity  of  such  a  charge,  a 
compromise  was  effected  and  be  was  permitted  to 
take  away  the  extracts  he  had  made  at  a  somewhat 
reduced  rate,  although  the  amount  that  he  had  to 
pay  was  a  large  sum,  when  it  is  considered  that  he 
did  the  copying  himself.  Such  is  the  mode  of  doing 
business  in  some  parts  of  the  "tight  little  island." 
Alvechurch  is  about  a  dozen  miles  from  Birmingham. 

Dr.  William  Baylies  was  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  the  old  Dighton  and  Berkley  Bridge,  and 
was  active  in  securing  the  incorporation  of  the  com- 
pany of  which  he  was  a  member.  The  act  of  incor- 
poration commences  as  follows:  "Feb.  24,  1801, 
Samuel  Tobey,  William  Baylies,  Thomas  B.  Rich- 
mond, George  Ware,  Benjamin  Crane,  Luther  Crane, 
and  Thomas  Carpenter  (2d),  with  such  other  persons 
as  are  now  associated,  or  shall  hereafter  become  asso- 
ciated, aro  incorporated  in  the  Dighton  and  Berkley 
Bridge  Company."  The  building  of  the  bridge  was 
strenuously  opposed  by  those  interested  in  the  coast- 
ing business  in  Taunton  and  othor  towns  on  the  river, 
as  the  following  paper  drawn  up  at  the  time  to  lay 
before  the  Legislature  will  show.  The  paper  is  in- 
teresting as  showing  the  extent  of  the  trade  and  man- 
ufactures of  Taunton  at  that  time. 

"  Oww-nows  to  A  Bairns  Batso  Bout  Actum*  Tabbto*  Gbut 

Blvr.S  I'M        THR  Wets  BlIDOR. 

M  viral.  There  areata  teen  oonetlng  eeeaele  n»  ti*<l  and  employed  alioaa 
the  i'i  •  e«  where  tbe  eald  bridge  to  intended  to  l*>  built,  drawing  front 
eix  ti>  •«»•  ti  slid  •  half  (wi  of  wntrr,  t*u  of  slik  It  past  mid  repaaa  to 
fruTldence,  Bedford,  »lt.,  twenty-See  llmea  each  a  year,  at  leaat;  the 
otln-r  .!«  paaa  and  rrpeae  lo  and  from  New  York,  I' .11-.!  Ii  I  i».  Connee- 
Heat,  New  .l»i-'j,  Its,  at  leaat  eight  times  each  a  year,  freighted  wholly 
with  the  mannfattnrre  of  Taunton  and  the  nelghlwring  towni  oat,  and 
generally  bringing  Iwck  raw  material!  and  grain,  making  in  the  whole 
Are  hundred  and  ninety*!,  llmea  tba  aald  x-.-i.  will  hat*  lo  paaa  aald 
bridge  In  a  year,  being  a  damage  lo  the  rryagee  «f  the  « mailer  eeeaele 
of  at  lea.t  tnelee  ahllllnga,  and  of  U>e  larger  eeeaele  of  at  leaat  twenty- 
four  ahllllnga  each  lime  they  hare  lo  paaa  laid  bridge,  amounting  k> 
fi"ir  hnndred  ami  flee  punnde  four  ahllllnga  a  Tear. 

" Secondly.  A.  Mine  at*  three  dIRIrnll.  rocky,  ami  riangemna  placsa 
lo  \-*m  *I<ot*  and  below  the  plaoa  aaid  bridge  la  lo  aland,  on  lea*  at  alack 
water,  by  reaaoti  of  ill*  rapidity  of  the  cm  rent  .  .  .  front  Are  t»  fifteen 
nilnntee  detention  would  render  It  unaafe  attempting  In  paaiaah.1  placea, 
by  which  detention  tbey  would  freqnenlly  loae  a  fair  wind,  and  be  de- 
tained eeverwl  daya ;  bealdee,  the  raid  Teaeele  now  paaa  up  and  down  at 
all  tlmee  of  night,  whlrh  they  could  not  do  If  aald  bridge  Ii  bnllt,  lo 
their  great  damage.  There  are  aleo  frequently  veeeele  petting  np  and 
down  that  are  not  owned  In  the  rleer. 

"Thirdly.  That  there  ara  at  leaat  three  million!  of  brie k>  made  In 
Tannton  a  year,  nearly  all  or  them  Iranaported  down  aald  rleer,  which 
l.nalneaa  gtera  employment  In  a  large  number  of  men  and  taenia,  and 
.1.1,1,  mnat  In  .tupped  inhere  I*  any  additional  expeaee  in  getting  tba 
brick,  to  market. 
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Tosirtbly.  Tli.t  there  nr.  usaeuflsclored  In  Tsualnn  end  vicinity 
sight  hundred  tons  or  Iron  wan.  at  least,  lha  furnace*  al  which  it  la 
made  depending  la  «  greet  measure  apuo  ore  freighted  up  Taunton 
Kl.tr,  and  that  there  an  seven  hundred  loaa  or  bar-Iron  allt  and  rolled 
la  Tanntoa,  aad  mada  lalci  nails,  shovsls,  rtc  ,  gl»lng  employment  lu  a 
lar(a  number  of  man.  Ilia  f  rvelrr  pan  of  aald  aianafactureo  being  ear- 
rlad  down  aald  river.  Ilia  vessels  engaged  Id  ilia  Uialnaaa  bringing  lawk  ' 
earn  and  provisions  lo  supply  Ilia  workiuau  rniploynl,  aad  «•  believe 
ttiat  If  Uiere  la  any  further  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  aald  river 
tbaaald  bualaaaa  will  eventnally  ba  dcalroycd. 

"  tlnkly.  We  believe  Ibal  a  bridge  acraee  aald  river  will  be  of  no  M* 
ehlereble  advantage  to  tha  public,  aa  Uiere  la  no  considerable  placa  of 
bualaaaa  on  lha  river  below  Taunton,  and  but  very  few  people  eruaa  the 
ferries,  at  one  of  which,  not  a  mil.  Mow  where  It  b  Intended  lo  bnlld 
aald  bridge,  doea  not  brief  late  Ibe  ferryman  more  then  sU  or  .seen 
poll  ode  a  year,  aad  the  ether  ferry,  about  two  oillre  Ulow  where  the 
eald  brld|e  la  Intended  to  be  built,  does  not  aura  than  pay  tl»  expense 
of  boal  and  tender."' 

Notwithstanding  the  weighty  arguments  advanced 
against  a  bridge  in  the  foregoing  paper,  the  commerce 
of  Taunton  was  not  destroyed  by  iu  being  built,  and  it 
has  since  survived  the  building  of  two  more  bridges 
across  the  river.  But,  whatever  effect  they  may  have 
had  on  Taunton,  the  railroad  bridges  have  cut  off  to 
a  large  extent  the  maritime  commerce  of  Dighton 
to  the  great  benefit  of  Somerset.' 

Mary  Baylies,  a  sister  of  Nicholas  Baylies,  father 
of  William  Hodijah  and  Thomas  8.,  married  Col. 
Ezra  Richmond,  of  Dighton,  who  served  in  the  British 
army  in  the  old  French  and  Indian  war,  but  where  I 
am  unable  to  state.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  filled  several  responsible  civil  offices.  lie  was  a 
man  of  considerable  iufluence  in  his  day.  He  lived 
in  the  house  built  by  Jared  Talbot,  opposite  the  old 
meeting-house  on  the  hill,  and  he  died  Sept.  15, 1800, 
aged  eighty-two  years.  His  son,  Thomas  B.  Rich- 
mond, Esq.,  was  also  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  filled 
the  town  offices  of  towu  clerk,  selectman,  and  assessor. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Falea,  and  lived  on  the  old  : 
homestead.  They  had  seven  children.  Their  son 
Charles  married  Sarah  Crocker,  of  Taunton,  and  was 
one  of  the  noted  manufacturing  firm  of  Crocker  & 
Richmond,  of  that  town.  Thomas  B.  Richmond's 
daughter,  Elizabeth  F.,  married  Rev.  Samuel  Tobey, 
of  Berkley,  and  his  daughter  Harriet  married  Job 
Qardner,  who  formerly  carried  on  the  business  of 

1  The  eld  Dighton  ami  Berkley  bridge  was  lorn  down  In  IS43,  and  re- 
built In  ISM. 

>  Boaldae  the  Injury  done  to  the  commercial  Inleroata  of  Dighton  by 
tha  railroad  bridges,  lhay  bate,  by  practically  converting  Ibe  river  Into 
s  canal,  deprivrd  ua  of  an  Important  source  of  esthetic  graUflcallon. 
Formerly  the  river,  tor  nine  or  leu  months  In  the  yrar,  waa  suliveued 
by  the  white  eeile  of  various  aorU  „f  cralt,  but  all  that  hae  teen  cl.eng.-d ; 
ugly  and  uoley  little  tags,  with  ugll.r  bargee  lu  tow,  or  stitugs  of 
schooner,  under  bare  poles,  have  lakeu  the  pier,  of  the  while  a  lag*,  of 
the  coaetere.   A  ■ ....  I  under  aall  la  one  or  the  uioet  Uwullf.il  and  la- 
•paring  objects  Dial  man  hue  created,  especially  when  healing  agelnst  a  ] 
strong  wind;  a  riser  without  vassela  or  boata  uudar  sail  is  deprived  of  j 
half  Ha  beauty.   It  U  easy  fur  oue  who  has  ulwaya  Used  wllhlu  sight  of 
a  navigable  rtva*  to  syoipalhtss  with  John  Kuskiu.  wbsn  he  aaya  in  the 
"Stones  of  Veulcr,"  "  thai  wlUiout  any  nsauuer  of  doubt  a  ehlp  la  one  1 
of  the  loveliest  Ullage  uiau  svsr  made,  and  oue  of  the  noblest ;  nor  do  I  ] 
know  any  Unas  oat  «r  divine  work,  so  lovely  as  those  of  Ibe  head  of  a  ( 
ship,  or  even  aa  lbs  sweep  of  Ilia  tlaibrra  ol  a  small  bo.it"   And  this 
beamy  of  Hue  can  only  be  aeau  to  lie  gruateel  advantage  wheu  Uie  see-  ' 
eel  le  careening  under  aall.  |  | 


globe-making,  in  a  building  that  stood  near  Andrews' 
wharf,  in  Dighton,  and  was  afterwards  used  as  a  ship- 
carpenter's  shop  by  Col.  Darius  Perry,  a  ship-builder 
of  this  place. 

Another  sister  of  Nicholas  Baylies,  named  Esther, 
!  married  Capt  Robert  Holmes,  of  Dighton.  They 
came  over  from  England  together  and  fell  in  love  on 
the  voyage.  They  had  a  son  named  Robert,  who  was 
also  a  sea-captain.  He  came  home  from  a  voyngo 
sick  with  the  smallpox,  and  died  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-two.  Their  daughter  Mary  married  Abiel 
Whitmarsh,  of  this  town.  Capt.  Robert  Holmes,  Sr., 
waa  cast  away  and  lost  on  Cohasset  Rocks  during  a 
terrible  storm.  Before  leaving  home  he  had  men- 
tioned to  his  wife  Esther,  that  if  she  had  a  son  born 
during  his  absence,  he  should  probably  never  return 
alive  from  the  voyage,  as  in  his  family  for  many  gen- 
erations the  father  had  died  without  seeing  the  son. 
A  boy  was  born  during  the  absence  of  the  father. 
Such  superstitions  were  more  common  at  that  day 
than  at  present. 

I  have  devoted  considerable  space  to  tho  Baylies 
family,  but  they  were  a  prolific  race,  and  not  a  few  of 
them  were  prominent  In  public  affairs,  ailing  (heir 
purts  creditably.  The  blood  must  have  been  of  it 
good  strain  to  produce  so  many  worthy  ant  I  capable 
men  and  women,  notwithstanding  the  saying  that 
has  been  handed  down  in  the  family  that  they  were 
all  descended  from  Old  Nick,  in  allusion  to  tho  an- 
cestral Nicholas  of  Alvechurch. 

Period  of  the  War  of  1812.— Judging  from  the 
town  records,  the  military  history  of  Dighton  during 
tho  war  of  1812  might  be  as  brief  as  the  famous 
chapter  on  the  snakes  in  Iceland,  in  the  old  history : 
"There  are  no  snakes  in  Iceland."  So  there  is  no 
military  history  of  the  town  during  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain  to  be  found  in  the  records. 
Many  of  the  able-bodied  citizens  must  have  served 
in  the  army  ami  the  navy,  but  no  statement  is 
made  of  their  number,  nor  are  any  of  the  names 
of  the  soldiers  given.  No  doubt  the  people  here, 
as  elsewhere,  had  thought  and  talked  a  great  deal 
about  the  long  series  of  iusiilt*  uiul  aggressions  we 
had  endured  from  the  mother-country,  und  which 
made  reparation  on  her  part  the  ouly  alternative  of 
war.  The  Federalists,  with  whom  the  war  was  not 
popular,  were  iu  a  minority  here. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1812,  President  Madison, 
urged  on  by  the  fiery  zeal  of  his  political  advisers, 
issued  his  proclamation  of  war.  On  August  31st  a 
town-meeting  was  held,  at  which  it  was  voted  to  sup- 
port the  government  of  the  United  Stales  iu  the  war, 
and  to  pay  each  man  drafted  into  the  service  five  dol- 
lars a  month,  in  addition  to  the  government  pay.  At 
another  meeting  the  men  who  went  in  defense  of  New 
Bedford,  when  that  port  was  threatened  with  an  at- 
tack from  the  enemy,  were  voted  a  like  sum  in  addi- 
tion to  their  pay  from  the  State.  This  is  all  tho  in- 
formation to  be  got  from  the  town  record*  in  regard 
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to  the  war  of  1«I2.  Nor  lire  the  names  of  the  men 
who  served  in  the  wnr  to  l>e  fotiwl  among  the  archives 
at  the  State.  House.  Inquiring  at  the.  adjutant-gen- 
eral'* office,  I  was  tohl  that  the  ohl  record  book*  con- 
cerning the  war  of  1812  had  been  sent  to  Washington 
upon  demand  of  the  general  government  some  years  I 
ago,  and  that  the  Stale  authorities  had  never  been 
able  to  get  them  back,  although  they  had  endeavored 
to  do  so.  Dighton  was  represented  in  the  roster  of 
the  Fourth  Regiment,  Second  Brigade,  at  thai  time, 
by  Scninr-Maj.  Abraham  Briggs,  who  held  the  office 
until  the  disbandment  of  the  regiment.  Dighton  then 
had  three  companies  of  militia,  Ewkicl  Francis  being 
captain  of  the  first  company,  Simeon  Talbot  of  the 
second,  and  Hczckiah  Anthony  of  the  third.  These 
companies  were  a  part  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Joseph  E.  Heed,  of  Troy  (now  Fall 
River),  being  the  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  the 
regiment. 

At  the  conclusion  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  the  people  of  this  town, 
Democrat*  as  well  as  Federalists,  no  doubt  rejoiced 
as  heartily  as  the  people  of  any  part  of  the  country, 
for  the  chief  industry  of  the  town  after  farming,  the 
building  of  vessel*,  had  been  at  a  standstill  while  j 
bostililies  had  lasted.  Immediately  after  peace  was 
declared  the  deserted  ship-yards  resounded  with  the 
ring  of  the  carpenter's  axe  and  the  calker's  mallet. 
Vessels  were  ih  great  demand  to  fill  the  places  of  the 
nearly  seventeen  hundred  destroyed  or  captured  by 
the  British  cruisers  during  the  war. 

During  the  progress  of  the  war  disputes  and  di- 
vision* between  the  north  nnd  south  parts  of  the  town 
had  culminated  in  the  secession  of  the  north  part, 
nnd  its  incorporation  on  the  8th  of  June,  1814,  as 
the  town  of  Wellington,  named  after  the  Iron  Duke. 
The  exact  causes  of  the  separation  are  not  well  known 
at  the  present  time,  but  it  is  probable  that  matters 
relating  to  the  ministry  and  the  meeting-houses  had 
some  connection  with  the  difficulties  that  led  to  the 
secession  of  the  north  part,  and,  possibly,  political 
differences  nnd  disappointed  politicians  may  havo 
Iwen  among  the  causes.  Two  cotton-manufactories 
had  recently  been  built  at  North  Dighton,  which  had 
increased  considerably  the  population  and  tnxnhle 
property  of  that  part  of  the  town,  and  it  was  esti- 
mated that  more  than  three  fifths  of  the  population 
and  property  were  on  the  Wellington  side  of  tho  line. 
The  men  in  the  north  part  who  engineered  the  bill 
for  the  new  township  through  the  Legislature,  seem 
to  have  been  shrewder  in  looking  out  for  their  own 
interests  than  their  neighbors  of  tho  south  part.  The 
dividing  line,  after  leaving  the  Scgrcgansct  River,  a 
short  distance  above  its  mouth,  followed  the  cast  and 
west  roads  moat  of  the  way  to  the  Rehoboth  line. 
In  the  act  of  incorporation  tho  north  side  of  the  rond 
is  the  dividing  line,  throwing  the  whole  coat  of  keep- 
ing these  roads  in  repair  upon  the  town  of  Dighton. 
Then  the  paupers,  of  whom  there  were  twenty,  were 


divided  equally  between  the  two  towua,  which  was 
unjust  t-i  Dighton,  Wellington  having  more  popula- 
tion anil  more  property.  The  people  of  Dighton 
afterwards  petitioned  tbe  Legislature  to  rectify  these 
matters,  but  nothing  came  of  the  petition.  Tbo  Buck 
Plain  ineeting-housc,  which  had  been  used  as  a  town* 
house,  was  in  Wellington,  and  the  town-meetings  of 
Dighton  were  now  held  in  the  school-house  that 
stood  n  short  distance  cast  of  tbe  Lower  Four  Corners, 
and  which  was  much  too  small  for  the  purpose.1 

At  the  first  town-meeting  in  Wellington,  Gamaliel 
Church  was  chosen  moderator;  Joseph  Gooding,  town 
clerk ;  Thomas  B.  Richmond,  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  and 
Nathaniel  Fierce,  selectmen ;  David  Williams,  Ile/.©- 
kiah  Anthony,  Matthew  Briggs  (2d),  Ephraim  Good- 
ing, and  Thomas  Pierce,  assessors;  and  Ephraim 
Gooding,  town  treasurer.  Ninety-three  vote*  were 
cast.  By  the  division  Dighton  waa  left  with  only  one 
selectman,  Dr.  William  Wood.1  At  a  town-meeting 
held  soon  after,  Capt.  Rufus  Whitmarsh  and  Snln- 
thiel  Jones  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies.  Ninety- 
four  votes  were  cast  in  the  Dighton  meeting.  The 
people  of  Wellington  did  -not  find  that  their  condi- 
tion and  prospects  were  improved  by  being  set  off  as 
a  separate  township.  On  the  contrary,  their  taxes 
were  increased,  for  they  had  now  a  set  of  town  officers 
whoso  services  must  be  paid  for  by  themselves  with- 
out the  help  of  the  people  of  Dighton.  After  about 
a  dozen  years'  separation  they  woro  glad  to  give  up 
their  autonomy  as  a  separate  township  and  to  resume 
business  under  tbe  old  name.  The  town  was  reunited 
to  Dighton  Feb.  22,  1826.  The  following  ia  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Wellington  people  to  the  General  Court 
to  be  again  united  with  Dighton  : 

"  T»  ««  UtaunbU,  us  franf*  and  IT*SM  •/  nVpi-cn-aH«ires  ,  ,  tee  Com- 
■mmIU  »/  M—mtJktnilU  te  General  Oamrt  amrmbird 
"The  undersigned  petitioners,  being  Inhabitant,  of  the  town  of  Wei- 

llngton.  humbly  ehoweth:  Thai  In  the  year  ISM  the  town  of  Welling. 

Inn  was  eel  oil  from  Ih.  loon  or  tH*M<  .  ,  that  great  Inconrealencae 

IWM arisen  from  Ik*  mnun,  and  that  It  would  b*  for  the  maliial  I-  nr. 

St  of  the  Inhabitant!  of  l-.ll.  towns  lo  hare  the  Mini  again  united  Into 

oim>  town  by  Iba  name  of  Dighton. 
-  Flrat,  Pecan  .i  Uiera  to  a  town  hoses  which  both  towns  own,  aad 


I  This  erhooMiona*  waa  afterwards  sold  by  the  town ;  It  waa  pa  it  hated 
by  Rwneier  Stetson,  alio  muted  It  orer  opposite  the  Cmtgregallonal 
meeting-lioner,  and  mails  a  dwelling-hones  of  It,  Stetson  bed  lost  ons 
of  his  legs  In  the  ReTolntlonary  war.  He  waa  a  tailor  by  Uaile,  and 
addrd  to  that  nccnpaUon  Ilia  dnllra  of  eel  ton.  Thar*  are  many  wbo 
will  recall  hie  femllhir  appearance  aa  ha  rang  the  meetlng-lionee  l<ell  un 
Sundays,  standing  with  Ilia  stamp  of  his  leg  on  the  back  of  an  old  chair 
for  rapport,  and  polling  away  lustily  at  Uia  bell-rope  while  he  lals.rd 
with  the  people  who  loitered  In  the  porrh  l<aloro  the  services  commenced. 
Hie  atern  feat  arcs  awl  sterner  voire  had  an  awe-inspiring  effect  on  mle- 
clileflotlng  boys,  though  ha  waa  In  reality  a  kind-hearted  man. 

«  Dr.  William  Wood  was  a  native  of  Swansry.  He  pract Iced  medicine 
In  Dighton  for  many  year..  Ilea  name  has  bar.  msntlmwd  In  the  list 
of  col  lec  tins  of  customs  for  the  port  of  Dighton.  He  died  Jan.  17,  MM, 
In  the  alalMh  year  of  bis  age.  Ills  Aral  wire  was  Mary  Meter,  of  Dart- 
month  j  hla  second  was  Mary  Ware,  widow  of  Dr.  George  Ware,  and  hb 
third  wife  was  Bridget  Urines  Dr.  Alfred  Wood,  his  son  hy  his  Ural  wilt, 
also  practiced  medicine  here  for  many  years,  and  was  also  Interested  In 
ths  nursery  bawlnews.  Ilia  daughter,  Adeline,  hy  his  second  wife,  mar- 
ried Dr.  Charlea  Talbot,  of  this  town,  lately  ilmeaiil  By  bla  bait  wife, 
ha  had  two  sons,— William  and  Denial. 
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which  Wellington  only  uw,  tod  which  U  iltusted  nearly  In  the  terri- 
torial centre  of  lb*  two  town*,  bul  which  both  lawn*  decline  to  repair. 

"Secondly,  Became  ooutroT.nl  ■<  bar*  arteeo  as  to  Hit  nislnlensnoe 
of  paupers,  which  wall  J  bo  dam  mjr  with  by  imb  on  kin 

"Thirdly,  shjSSJSSS  tlx  population  of  tin  two  (own*  Is  of  neonTsuleul 
numUr  for  on*  town  only. 

"FMrthly,  Because  town  up*  mm  woo  Id  U  diminished. 

"  fifthly,  Because  tho  prupossd  anion  would  man*  a  town  of  con- 
rsnisut  territorial  sitsnt,  »hv,  about  four  utiles  sciuars. 

"  Blslhty,  Becanss  Ihara  la  •  large  majority  of  tha  Inhabitants  of  U.lb 
towna  who  dsstrs  lb  la  union.  And,  at  In  duly  bound,  will  over  pray. 


A  similar  petition,  signifying  that  Barkis  was 
"  willin',"  was  sent  from  Dighton,  signed  by  Hodijah 
Baylies  and  fifty-four  others.  Among  the  town  officers 
of  Wellington  during  its  brief  existence  were  Joseph 
Gooding,1  Jonathan  Jones,  and  Harvey  Harnden,  town 
clerks;  Thomas  B.  Richmond,  Nathaniel  Wheeler, 
Gamaliel  Church,  Thomas  8.  Baylies,  Nathaniel 
Pierce,  Ephraim  Gooding,  George  Walker,  Peleg 
Francis,  John  Walker,  Barnabas  Crane,  Matthew 
Briggs,  Nehemiah  Walker,  Benjamin  Trafton,  and 
David  Perry,  selectmen.  The  representatives  sent  to 
the  General  Court  were  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  in  1816, 


t  Tha  Goodlogs  of  this  town  can  traca  their  socestry  back  to  the  be- 
ginning of  tha  MTsnteenth  century.  George  Gooding,  third  eon  of 
Matthew  and  Joannoa,  waa  bora  In  1633,  at  llmilwurthy,  pariah  of 
North  r-etherton,  In  Somersetshire,  England.  While  he  waa  yet  • 
young  man  be  came  to  America,  and  settled  Brat  In  Taunton  and  after- 
ward, on  tha  South  Parches*,  of  whkh  ha  waa  one  of  the  earl  teat  ajt, 
tiers,  and  waa  the  clerk  of  the  proprietors,  lie  married.  In  lttfl.  Inbo- 
rn* Walker,  daughter  of  Jaura  Walker,  of  Tauntou.  Their  only  eon, 
Mslll.sw,  w.s  bore  June  12, 1004;  In  ITS  be  married  Ablgi.ll  Richmond, 
of  Hlddisbotuugb.  Joaapb  Gooding,  eon  of  the  laal  couple,  waa  born  in 
IMghloa  July  1,  1729.  He  married  Rebecca  Uacomber,  of  Tauntou. 
Joeeph  Gooding,  Jr.,  the  oldest  son  of  Uw  last  aoupls,  waa  bore  Man*  0, 
ITT3.  In  IMgblon;  ha  was  lha  town  clerk  of  Wellington,  referred  to 
above,  and  waa  a  watchmaker  by  trade.  He  married  Betsey  Austin,  of 
Dtghlon.  They  bed  elx  clUldren,-Abignll.  Albert,  Joseph,  William, 
Betsey,  and  Charles  Henry.  The  latter  now  owns  and  occupies  the 
family  homestead  near  the  DlgbUin  end  Berkley  bridge,  lie  married 
Mary  A.  Talbot,  afe  B rises.  His  brother  Albert  married  Abigail  n. 
Williams,  daughter  of  Nathaniel.  Betsey  married  Samuel  Theater,  of 
Fell  Hirer.  Rebecca  married  Dr.  LyuauM  Barllett,  of  Hew  Bedford.  The 
old  family  Bible,  two  hnudrvd  yean  or  more  old,  is  still  siteul,  though 
eadly  dilapidated  through  the  hard  usage  of  colonial  days,  when  Bibles 
were  read  mors  than  Uiey  are  el  Ute  present  day.  The  George  iwudlng, 
first  above  mentioned,  was  one  of  Uie  proprietors  of  the  South  Purchase, 
and  Uiere  Is  s  deed  extant,  written  on  parchment,  daled  reb.  U.  HISS, 
Id  which  Is  cunssysd  to  hi m  for  a  coasldsralion  oT  tan  pounds  sue  ehara 
of  lend  In  tha  South  rurcfaaee  by  Nathaniel  Shoee,  sou  of  Her.  George 
Shoes,  of  Taunton.   At  Ilia  bottom  of  the  deed  le  the  following  ntemo- 

•This  Is  to  declare  that  my  faU.er-ln.kw,  James  Walker,  gars  me  the 
money  that  bought  the  laud  ineutloued  In  the  deed,  for  which  1  humbly 
thauk  him." 

Another  branch  of  the  Gooding  family,  of  which  George  E  Gooding, 
Ke-i ,  Is  A  representative.  Is  deeceuded  from  George  flooding,  burn  in 
1723.  He  wen  Ibeeon  of  Matthew,  and  brother  to  the  Aral  menUuned 
Joseph.  George  had  a  eon  nested  Kphmlni,  born  In  1701,  and  Bphralui 
s  sou  named  Ebeneser,  born  In  17W.  wlw  was  the  father  of  Deacou  G. 
I.  Gooding,  shoTs  mentioned. 

Another  old  family  homestead  near  the  Dighton  and  Berkley  bridge 
H  that  of  the  Standi. Ii  family,  lineal  deaceodunte  of  the  doughty  old 
pilgrim.  Miles  Stsudlsh,  whose  courtship  Lougfollow  made  thu  theme  of 
one  of  hie  poems.  The  present  representatives  of  lbs  family  In  this 
town  ars- Thomas  D.  Blandish,  Ills  sun  Jsuss  0,  aud  a  daughter.  lterld 
Staudlah.  brothsr  of  Thomas  D.,  died  eome  years  ago.  Tha  brothers  were 


and  again  in  1826;  Gamaliel  Church  in  1817,  and 
Thomas  S.  Baylies  in  1819. 

The  Great  September  Gale  of  1815.— The  great 
cyclone  and  tidal  wave  of  Sept.  28,  1815,  are  still 
vividly  remembered  by  some  of  our  townspeople, 
while  younger  generations  have  heard  them  so  fre- 
quently talked  about  that  they  seem  to  many  almost 
as  if  occurring  within  their  own  remembrance.  It 
was  probably  the  most  destructive  gale  that  has 
visited  New  England  sinco  iU  settlement  by  white 
men.  The  storm  commenced  on  Friday,  the  22d, 
with  a  high  northeast  galo  and  heavy  rain,  which 
continued  until  the  next  morning,  when  the  wind 
veered  to  the  east ;  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  it 
shifted  to  the  southeast,  blowiug  almost  a  hurricane, 
and  sending  a  tidal  wave  up  tho  bays  and  rivers  almig 
the  coast  twelve  feet  higher  than  the  highest  spring- 
tides. Had  the  wind  continued  to  blow  in  the  same 
direction  the  tide  would  probably  have  risen  much 
higher,  but  at  half-past  eleven  a.m.  the  wind  sud- 
denly changed  to  the  .west,  and  the  tidal  wave  sub- 
sided as  rapidly  as  it  had  arisen. 

If  lew  damage  was  done  in  Dighton  by  this  fearful 
gale  than  in  Providence,  Newport,  aud  other  large 
towns,  it  was  only  because  there  was  less  property  to 
be  destroyed.  A  large  brig  broke  from  her  moorings 
aud  went  ashore  above  the  town  landing.  When  the 
tide  fell  she  was  so  far  inland  that  she  could  not  be 
launched,  and  was  sold  at  auction  for*  loss  than  the 
old  iron  was  worth.  A  new  ship,  just  completed, 
also  went  ashore  near  tho  town  lauding.  Ways  were 
laid,  and  repeated  effort*  to  launch  her  were  made. 
Her  owners  had  nearly  given  up  the  idea  of  getting 
her  oft",  when  one  day,  while  the  workmen  were  at 
dinner,  the  ship  suddenly  started  and  slid  gracefully 
down  the  ways  and  into  Ute  river,  to  the  great  aston- 
ishment of  the  laborers  on  their  return  from  dinner. 
In  some  of  the  houses  near  the  river  the  water  ro»c 
nearly  to  the  chamber  floors,  and  they  would  have 
been  swept  away  by  the  heavy  waves  that  dashed 
against  them  had  it  not  been  for  the  huge,  old-fash- 
ioned chimneys  which  held  them  in  their  places. 
Fortunately  no  lives  were  lost,  although  one  old  bed- 
ridden lady,  named  Bourne,  had  a  narrow  escape. 
When  the  tide  entered  the  house  she  was  placed  by 
her  friends  on  tho  lop  of  a  chest  of  drawers,  while 
the  family  were  driven  up  stairs  by  the  rapidly-rising 
tide.  Soon  the  old  lady's  retreat  was  overflowed,  and 
she  would  have  been  drowned  had  not  one  of  the 
floor-boards  overhead  been  loosely  fastened,  so  that 
those  in  the  attic  could  take  it  up,  when  a  hole  was 
broken  in  the  lath-and-plaster  ceiling  of  the  room 
below,  through  which  the  old  lady  was  pulled  up. 
That  was  in  the  old  Carlwright  house,  that  stood  on 
the  corner,  near  the  town- landing ;  it  was  afterwards 
moved  off  and  used  as  a  carpenter's  shop.  Nearly  all 
the  fences  and  walls  for  some  distance  from  the  river 
were  destroyed,  trees  were  uprooted,  the  wells  were 
tilled  with  salt  water,  the  outhouses  demolished,  and 
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many  fowls  and  domestic  animals  drowned.  When 
the  waters  subsided  people  went  searching  among  the 
wreckage  that  strewed  the  line  oT  high-water  mark 
for  their  miming  good*  and  chattels: 

An  aged  lady,  who  lived  on  Richmond  Hill  at  tho 
time,  tells  me  that  she  could  see  the  great  waves  dash- 
ing over  the  houses  that  stood  near  the  river,  which 
seemed  like  a  raging  sea,  while  large  oak-trees,  in  a 
grove  near  by,  wero  snapping  off*  like  pipe-stems  as  the 
fiercer  gusts  of  the  cyclone  struck  them.  Windows 
for  many  miles  inland  were  covered  on  the  outside 
with  a  film  of  salt  deposited  by  the  briny  scud  lifted 
from  the  waves  nnd  borne  along  by  the  gale.  In 
Providence  several  hundred  buildings  were  destroyed, 
and  the  damage  was  estimated  at  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  The  coast  was  strewn  with  wrecks, 
and  several  men  from  this  town  were  lost  by  ship- 
wreck. There  have  been  many  heavy  September 
gales  since,  but  that  of  13 IS  is  still  known  as  the  Sep- 
tember gale.    Long  may  it  retain  that  honor. 

First  Congregational  Society.— The  founding 
of  the  First  Congregational  Society  of  this  town, 
with  Uev.  Nathaniel  Fisher  as  it*  minister,  has  al- 
ready been  sketched  as  far  as  the  few  existing  docu- 
ments relating  thereto  will  permit.  Mr.  Tisher  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  worthy  man  and  a  faithful 
minister.  When  age  and  infirmities  overtook  him 
the  society  procured  him  an  assistant,  licv.  John 
Smith,  at  an  annual  salary  of  twenty  pounds.  To- 
wards the  last  of  his  life  Mr.  Fisher  found  great 
difficulty  in  collecting  his  salary,  and  in  1871  he  was 
compelled  to  bring  a  suit  against  the  town  for  the 
non-payment  of  his  rates,  and  recovered  fifty-three 
pounds  for  the  deficiency  of  two  years.  It  is  prob- 
able that  tho  more  mercenary  of  those  who  were 
thus  obliged  to  pay  for  Home  years  'the  preacher's 
salary,  when  he  was  no  longer  able  to  preach,  may 
have  had  misgivings  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  custom 
of  hiring  a  minister  for  better  or  for  worse  as  long 
as  he  should  live,  and  would  have  been  able  to  sym- 
pathize with  the  old  farmer  whose  property  had  been 
mostly  swallowed  up  by  the  doctor's  bills  for  his 
wife's  protracted  sickness,  when  he  expressed  the 
wish  that  Betsey  might  get  well  or — something.  Mr. 
Fisher  was  buried  on  the  Will  burying-ground,  but 
there  is  no  inscribed  stone  to  mark  the  spot,  nor  a 
tablet  anywhere  to  record  that  such  a  man  ever 
lived  nnd  preached  in  this  town.  Towards  the  last 
of  his  ministry  tho  Quakers  and  Baptists  were  re- 
leased from  paying  their  rates  to  support  the  min- 
ister, which  added  to  the  burthen  of  those  belong- 
ing to  the  society.  In  1768  the  following-named 
Quakers  were  thus  released  by  a  vote  of  the  town : 
Edward  Shove,  Asa  8hove,  George  Shove,  Theophilus 
Shove,  Edward  Southwick,  Michael  Smith,  Samuel 
Baker,  William  Boyco,  and  Ephraim  Chubb.  These 
all  live  on  the  cast  side  of  tho  river. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  succeeded  in  the  ministry  by  Rev. 
John  Smith,  who  had  been  his  assistant.   Mr.  Smith 


came  from  Plainfield,  Conn.  He  graduated  at  Prince- 
ton College.  Mr.  Smith  was  generally  liked  by  the 
society,  but  how  long  he  continued  to  preach  does  not 
appear;  he  was  still  the  minister  of  the  society  near 
the  close  of  the  century ;  he  was  finally  dismissed  in 
good  standing.1  When  he  left  Dighton  he  went  as 
a  missionary  to  Canandaigua,  in  New  York  State,  and 
was  instrumental  iu  the  purchase  and  clearing  of  six 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  that  town,  and  the  founding 
thereon  of  a  seminary  of  learning.  He  thence  re- 
moved to  Kentucky,  where  he  died  about  the  year 
1820,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  leaving  four 
sons.  One  of  his  grandsons  was  Prof.  W.  B.  Smith, 
of  Union  Theological  Seminary. 

The  successor  of  Mr.  Smith  was  Rev.  William  War- 
ren, of  New  Ipswich,  N.  H.  He  graduated  at  Dart- 
mouth College  in  the  year  1800,  and  was  ordained  in 
1802.  He  married  Clarissa  Davis,  of  this  town.  He 
commenced  to  preach  under  favorable  circumstances. 
He  was  very  |>opular  in  his  society  for  some  time,  but 
after  eight  or  nine  years  he  became  inattentive  to  his 
ministerial  duties,  and  devoted  a  part  of  bis  time  to 
tho  practice  of  medicine.  He  gavo  up  his  salary,  ex- 
cepting what  individuals  were  pleased  to  give  him,  be- 
came intemperate  in  his  habits,  and  was  dismissed  in 
1815.  When  he  left  Dighton  he  either  carried  with 
him  all  the  records  of  the  church  or  destroyed  them,  as 
they  were  not  to  be  found  afterwards.  He  removed  to 
Salem,  where  he  practiced  medicine  with  considera- 
ble success,  but  his  morals  did  not  improve,  and  in 
1820  he  was  excommunicated.  For  a  number  of  years 
after  he  left  here  there  was  no  regular  preaching  in 
the  First  Church,  which  declined  greatly  in  the  num- 
ber of  iU  members  until  only  a  few  were  left.  In 
1826,  Rev.  William  Torrey  preached  here  for  a  short 
time. 

In  1827,  Rev.  Preston  Cummings  was  engaged,  and 
was  installed  December  26th.  He  preached  till  1836, 
when  he  was  honorably  dismissed.  He  was  followed 
by  Rev.  Jonathan  King,  who  stayed  for  a  year,  and 
was  dismissed  in  1887.  In  1838,  Rev.  John  Shaw  was 
installed  as  pastor.  He  was  dismissed  in  1843.  Mr. 
Shaw  was  followed  in  1844  by  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Bailey. 
Mr.  Bailey  died  the  same  year,  much  lamented  by 
the  church  and  socioty.  In  this  year  the  church  re- 
ceived two  donations  of  money,  the  interest  on  which 
was  to  be  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  ministry. 
The  donations  were  from  Deacon  Samuel  Walker  and 
Samuel  Walker,  Jr.,  and  the  amount  was  about  seven 
hundred  dollars.  As  the  church  could  not  hold  prop- 
erty, even  in  trust,  the  donations  were  transferred  to 


I  At  the  time  Mr.  Smith  waa  nettled  there  wui  warm,  though  friendly, 
eonteet  between  thoee  ef  the  eoclety  who  were  In  feror  of  baring  hint 
for  the  mlnietar  sod  thoee  who  were  In  favor  of  a  Mr.  Bteplee,  who  had 
hem  preaching  on  probation.  The  nneetlon  »»  to  which  of  them  ehould 
lie  oetttod  over  the  eoeJety  wee  put  to  rote  In  the  Back  Plain  meeting, 
hones,  tlioeo  In  faror  of  Mr.  Smith  bring  directed  by  the  moderator  to 
go  on  the  womea'e  aide  of  the  hooee  (the  aeiee  ware  kept  apart  In  the 
meetlng-houee  In  thoee  dare),  while  thoee  |n  few  of  Mr.  Stoplei  went 
on  the  men*!  aide.  The  former  wee  fonnd  to  be  (he  larger  party. 
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the  society,  After  Mr.  Bailey's  death  Rev.  Malachi 
Bullard,  of  Med  way,  preached  three  mouths,  and  Rev. 
£.  B.  Claggit  filled  the  pulpit  for  a  short  time.  Rev. 
William  Walker,  of  Dighton,  a  licentiate  preacher  of 
the  Baptist  order,  also  preached  occasionally.  In 
1845,  Rev.  George  Brown,  from  Maine,  filled  the 
pulpit,  but  left  at  the  end  of  a  year.  In  1&S2,  Rev. 
E.  Newhall  stayed  for  about  two  months.  In  1853, 
Rev.  Ezra  Newton  was  called.  Mr.  Newton  stayed 
till  August,  1856.  He  was  followed  in  1856  by  Rev. 
E.  Sanford,  of  Raynham,  who  remained  until  May, 
1860.  Mr.  San  ford's  successor  was  Rev.  E.  Dawes,  who 
preached  until  1879,  when  he  received  a  call  to  the 
pastorate  of  a  church  in  Lakeville.  Mr.  Dawes  IM 
followed  by  Rev.  E.  J.  Moore,  and  he  by  the  present 
pastor,  Rev.  William  B.  Green. 

The  brick  mccling-house,  the  place  of  worship  of 
the  Central  Church  and  Society,  which  formerly  met 
iu  the  Buck  Plain  meeting-house,  was  built  in  the 
year  1826.  It  was  dedicated  on  the  1st  day  of  May, 
1827. 

Second   Congregational   Society.     W lien  the 

referees  from  Attleborough  had  stuck  up  the  stake 
on  Buck  Plain  in  1768,  as  the  proper  place  to  build  a 
meeting-house  to  replace  the  one  burnt  on  the  hill, 
there  was  much  dissatisfaction  among  the  people 
living  in  the  east  and  south  parts  of  the  town.  The 
stake  on  the  plain  might  be  in  the  exact  geographical 
centre  of  the  township,  but  it  was  by  no  means  in  the 
centre  of  population.  The  business  and  wealth  of 
the  town  were  chiefly  along  the  lower  streets,  nearer 
the  river,  where  were  also  to  be  found  the  best  farms 
and  more  than  half  of  the  population.  Nevertheless, 
the  meeting-house  was  built  on  the  plain,  and  the 
people  in  the  eastern  and  southern  sections  of  the 
town  paid  their  proportion  of  the  cost,  and  went  regu- 
larly up  among  the  scrub-oaks  on  Sundays  for  many 
years,  facing  many  a  bitter  northwester  on  the  way 
to  meeting.  Meanwhile  they  had  resolved  to  have  a 
meeting-house  nearer  their  homes,  and  their  etFurta 
in  this  direction  resulted  in  the  raising  and  covering 
of  the  Second  Congregational  meeting-house,  now 
occupied  by  the  Unitarian  Society,  near  the  Lower 
Four  Corners.  8o  much  had  been  accomplished  by 
the  new  society  just  before  the  Revolution.  During 
the  war  the  resources  of  the  peoplo  were  too  heavily 
taxed  in  meetiug  the  calls  of  the  government  for  men 
and  money  for  them  to  raise  tho  amount  required  to 
complete  the  new  meeting-house,  which  was  conse- 
quently left  in  an  unfinished  state,  without  windows 
or  doors.  While  in  this  condition  the  building  was 
for  some  time  used  as  a  sheep-pen  by  Capt.  Rums 
Whitmarsh,  who  owned  the  adjoining  farm.  After 
the  war  two  tracts  of  land  were  given  by  Col.  Syl- 
vester Richmond  and  Joseph  Atwood  for  a  minis- 
terial fund  for  the  use  of  the  Pedo  Baptist  Congre- 
gational Church  and  Society  at  the  Four  Corners. 
In  February,  1797,  it  was  voted  by  the  society  that 
the  trustees  of  this  property  should  immediately  sell 


the  wood  and  timber  on  the  land,  and  that  six  hun- 
dred dollars  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  should 
be  devoted  to  repairing  the  meeting-house,  the  re- 
mainder to  he  put  at  interest,  and  the  interest  to  be 
used  in  the  support  of  a  minister.  The  house  was 
accordingly  repaired,1  and  in  1798  the  Rev.  John 
Smith  undertook  to  heal  the  breach  in  the  two  socie- 
ties by  preaching  alternate  Sundays  at  Buck  Plain 
and  at  the  Four  Corners,  but  this  arrangement  did 
not  last  long,  and  when  Mr.  Smith  left  Dighton  a 
permanent  separation  between  the  two  societies  took 
place.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  preached  for  a  short  time 
after  Mr.  Smith's  departure,  as  did  also  Rev.  George 
Barstow,  and  both  were  invited  by  the  society  to  settle 
with  them,  but  probably  the  salary  offered  (four  hun- 
dred dollars)  was  not  a  sufficient  inducement  to  these 
gentlemen,  as  both  declined. 

Iu  June,  1803,  the  society  met,  and  voted  "  that 
Mr.  Abraham  Gushee  bo  and  is  hereby  invited  lo 
take  upon  him  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  society  by 
settling  with  them  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel." 
It  was  then  voted  to  pay  him  four  hundred  dollars  a 
year  as  long  as  he  should  remain  with  them,  in  ease 
he  accepted  the  offer,  and  Thomas  B.  Richmond, 
James  Driggs,  and  Joeiah  Wardwtill  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  notify  him  of  the  society's  proposal*. 
Mr.  Gushee  accepted  the  call,  and  was  ordained 
Sept.  23,  1803,  eleven  churches  being  invited  to  at- 
tend the  ordination  by  their  pastors  or  by  delegates. 
Mr.  Gushee  was  the  pastor  of  the  society  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  He  was  born  in  Raynham,  Sept. 
19,  1775,  and  graduated  ut  Brown  1'iiivcrsity  iu  I7U8. 
His  ancestors  were  French.  After  the  revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes  in  1685,  about  one  huudred  and 
fifty  French  Huguenots  came  over  to  Massachusetts, 
where  large  numbers  of  their  posterity  are  still  to  be 
found.  Among  these  refugees  were  two  brothers, 
Henri  and  David  Gachet,  who  came  from  Rochelle, 
France.  Their  name  has  since  been  Anglicised  into 
two  distinct  names,  the  descendants  of  the  older 
brother,  Henri,  writing  it  Gassett,  and   those  of 


1  The  aleeple  uf  tho  rae«tlii£<buu«>  a  as  nut  added  until  a  | 
after  the  bona*  was  llniehvd  above  »lulrd.  Tho  four  UajUiia  tutailug 
the  ciirut-m  I  Ilia  euuarv  tuarr  wrr*  loll*;,  braty  eta  «.  I  ee  to  (ci- 
ting thvnt  upright  vai  Iwyoud  the  engineering  ISSSMSfS  of  tSao  car  pen. 
bare  who  »cr»  Iu  build  the  etn|>lt>,  Ih.'jr  called  upon  <!u|.i  Anii>..nj 
Shore  Iu  »U|iariiilrml  the  Juh.  (!»|it,  StoMe  |>lu>:Mrwl  ellib*  teeth-*,  aud 
villi  the  aid  nl  ahaar*  ami  a  nliulU**,  rtralily  hotaled  Ihe  ■lick*  Into 
Ihilr  pl*CM  AIM  Ihe  ■.(uaie  lower  mm  hidJiod  the  e|4r»  <raj  built 
in.kW  uf  II,  aud  Capt  Shun  aU.  .uperluiuiHted  lb*  bol.lliig  uf  U»t 
Into  position. 

Capt.  Anthony  Show,  father  of  the  wiltar  0f  ,|lk,  ekelch,  was  lorn  la 
Freetown.  Harrh  tl,  ITsT.  lilt  | 
He  area  a  ilascnidaii 
ual  proprietors  ut  Ihe  ' 

ALL,  Dowea.  J-ughler  of  Itarid  U.».i>,  ship-builder  of  tub) I 
hail  Sue  i  ll  I  Mi  en.  two  daughters  and  thraa  ■ 
George  A.  Capt.  Shore  lit  early  life  was  a  a 

lo  Kuglaud  aud  up  the  lisdiurranean.  lie  waa  chairman  of  lha  I 
of  arlecliuen  (or  arrerai  Jrars,  and  waa  four  liana  cbuseo  to  rruiraeot 
tit*  town  In  the  Legislature,  rla,  Iu  ism,  ISII,  IMS,  aod  ISM.  II*  was 
alao  poaltuaelsr  for  a  uumber  of  year*.  He  died  auddauly  Jan.  .  ISM. 
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David  converting  it  into  Gushcc.  When  the  division 
between  the  Orthodox  or  Evangelical  Congregational- 
ists  ri ml  tlie  Unitarians  took  place,  Mr.  Gushco  joined 
the  lnttcr,  and  ever  afterwards  preached  the  Unitarian 
doctrines.  Mr.  Oushee  died  Oct.  25,  1861,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six  years.  In  person  he  was  tall  and  some- 
what spare  of  flesh,  and  he  was  erect  and  dignified  in 
his  bearing.  In  his  best  days  his  sermons  were  well- 
written,  able  discourses.  Mr.  Giishee's  first  wife  was 
Bathshcba  Tobey,  daughter  of  Samuel  Tobey,  of 
Berkley,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children, — Maria, 
Almond,  Frederick  A.,  Horace,  Silas  T.,  Julia  A.,  and 
Bathshcba.  His  oldest  son,  Almond,  practiced  medi- 
cine in  Warren,  R.  I.  He  married  Klixabcth  Williams, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Williams,  Esq.,  of  Dighton. 

In  1861  the  Unitarian  meeting-house  was  remod- 
eled and  repaired  at  an  expense  of  nearly  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  old  galleries,  pulpit,  and  pews  were 
taken  out,  the  two  tiers  of  small  windows  were 
changed  into  one  tier  of  long  ones,  and  other  Im- 
provements were  made,  including  the  purchase  of  an 
organ.  Rev.  Francis  Le  Rnron  received  a  call  from 
the  society,  staying  with  them  one  year.  Mr.  Le 
Baron,  like  Mr.  Gushee,  was  of  Huguenot  descent 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  presence,  of  an  enthusiastic  and 
poetic  temperament,  which  characteristics  were  dis- 
played in  his  discourses,  and,  while  ho  was  genial 
and  companionable,  ho  was,  perhaps,  not  altogether 
without  a  consciousness  of  possessing  culture  and  in- 
tellectual gifts  superior  to  most  of  those  with  whom 
he  associated.  After  leaving  Dighton  he  gave  up 
preaching,  and  removing  to  the  West,  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  barrels  by  machinery,  in  company 
with  Rev.  William  Chamberlain,  formerly  a  Univer- 
salist  preacher  in  this  town. 

Mr.  Ixs  Baron  was  succeeded  in  1863  by  Rev.  Fiskc 
Barrett,  who  resigned  in  1866,  and  was  followed  by 
Rev.  J.  L.  Hatch,  who  stayed  one  year.  In  1868, 
Rev.  Mr.  Kelso  supplied  the  pulpit.  Mr.  Kelso  was 
a  Spiritualist,  in  the  bestsense  of  this  unpopular  term. 
Mr.  Kelso's  successor  was  Rev.  F.  E.  Kiltredge,  who 
stayed  until  1874,  when,  owing  to  domestic  troubles,  he 
resigned  and  went  West,  where  he  procured  a  divorce 
from  his  wifeand  married  a  Western  lady.  He  was  sue- 
ceeded  by  Rev.  John  Wills,  an  Englishman,  who  re- 
signed in  1876,  and  was  followed  by  W.  H.  Reeby, 
now  of  Norton,  and  he  by  the  present  pastor,  Rev. 
Obcd  Eldridge. 

The  ministerial  fund  is  now  between  five  and  six 
thousand  dollars.  After  the  sale,  in  17'J7,  of  the 
wood  and  timber  from  the  land  donated  to  the  society, 
about  one  thousand  dollars  remained  as  a  permanent 
fund  when  the  bills  for  repairing  the  house  were 
paid.  The  trustees  named  in  the  act  of  incorporation, 
which  was  approved  by  the  Governor  Juno  25,  1798, 
were  Willi  "n  Baylies,  Silvester  Richmond,  John 
Hathaway,  Hodijah  Baylies,  Joseph  Atwood,  Silves- 
ter Atwood,  Jr.,  David  Andrews,  George  Ware,  and 
Thomas  B.  Richmond.  They  were  authorised  to  hold 
IS 


funds  to  the  amount  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

The  George  Ware  mentioned  as  one  of  the  trustees 
was  Dr.  George  Ware,  who  died  Jan.  7,  1805,  aged 
forty-four  years.  His  father  had  practiced  medicine 
before  him  in  Dighton,  and  was  also  named  George. 
He  died  Feb.  16, 1771,  aged  thirty-seven.  They  were 
both  considered  skillful  physicians,  as  was  also  Dr. 
William  Ware,  brother  of  the  first  George,  who  prac- 
ticed medicine  for  many  years  in  this  town.  He  died 
about  the  year  1764,  leaving  a  widow  and  several 
children.  His  widow,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Eliakim 
Walker,  afterwards  married  Col.  Thomas  Church. 
Dr.  William  Ware  lived  on  the  Broad  Cove  road.  He 
owned  the  farm  now  belonging  to  Weston  Earle.  The 
old  farm-house  was  torn  down  some  years  ago.  Dr. 
George  Ware  and  his  son  George  lived  on  a  farm 
about  a  third  of  a  mile  east  of  Pitt's  Corner.  It  is 
still  known  as  the  Ware  farm,  and  contains  the  family 
bnrying-grnund.  A  story  has  been  handed  down  con- 
cerning the  first  Dr.  George  and  the  selection  of  a  site 
for  the  family  burying-ground,  which  is  to  the  follow- 
ing effect:  The  doctor  had  searched  his  farm  over  in 
vain  for  a  suitable  place  for  tho  family  cemetery ; 
where  the  land  was  not  wet  and  swampy  it  was  cov- 
ered with  rocks.  In  this  dilemma  he  offered  a  friend 
who  was  making  him  a  visit  five  dollars  if  he  would 
find  a  suitable  spot  on  the  farm  for  a  burying-place. 
After  considerable  search  the  gentleman  announced 
that  he  had  found  the  right  place,  which  was  where 
the  family  burial-lot  was  afterwards  walled  in.  Dr. 
Wore  assured  his  friend  that  the  spot  was  altogether 
too  wet  for  the  purpose,  and  that  whoever  was  laid 
there  would  have  the  rheumatism  in  their  bones. 
"  Well,  it  may  be  as  you  say,  doctor,  but  it  is  the  only 
place  that  is  at  all  suitable  on  your  farm,  and,  con- 
sidering how  you  will  be  situated  hereafter,  the  wet- 
ness of  the  soil  ought  to  be  a  recommendation."  Dr. 
Ware  was  too  fond  of  bantering  others  to  be  offended 
when  the  tables  were  sometimes  turned  upon  himself. 
His  friend's  decision  was  accepted  without  further 
demur,  but  whether  the  five  dollars  were  paid  over  or 
not  tradition  does  not  state.  George  Ware,  8r.,  mar- 
ried Mary  Winslow. 

Dr.  George  Ware  the  younger  married,  in  1785, 
Polly  Andrews,  daughter  of  Capt.  Elkanah  Andrews. 
They  had  eight'  children.  Their  oldest  daughter, 
Polly,  was  the  second  wife  of  Capt.  Seth  Talbot,  of 
this  town.  Capt.  Talbot  represented  the  town  in  the 
Legislature  in  1829.  He  was  father  of  tho  late  Dr. 
Charles  Talbot,  who  had  a  large  practice  as  a  physi- 
cian for  many  years  in  this  and  neighboring  towns. 
Dr.  Tnlbot  was  formerly  postmaster,  and  in  1874 
represented  tho  Tenth  Bristol  District  in  the  Legis- 
lature. He  was  a  man  of  large  influence  in  town 
affairs,  and  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Unitarian 
Society.  He  was  born  in  Dighton,  March  30,  1811, 
and  died  June  6,  1880.  He  graduated  from  the  Har- 
vard Medical  8chool  in  1835. 
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Capt.  Seth  Talbot's  brother,  Capt.  Eben  Tulbot,  ww 
captain  of  the  second  company  of  Dighton  militia 
from  1814  to  1817,  and  held  the  office*  of  selectman 
and  assessor  for  several  years. 

The  Baptist  Church.— In  the  year  177 1  there  was 
a  general  revival  among  the  Baptists  in  Rchoboth  and 
in  the  adjoining  towns.  Sixty  members  were  added 
to  Elder  Wick's  church  in  Rehoboth.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  these  new  converts  were  Dighton  people,  to 
whom  it  was  a  groat  inconvenience  to  attend  meeting 
at  such  a  distance.  Enoch  GoflT  and  other  members 
were  therefore  allowed  to  hold  meetings  in  this  town. 
Mr.  GofT  was  in  favor  of  communion  with  those  who 
had  not  been  immersed.  Being  a  man  of  considera- 
ble force  of  character,  other  members  were  led  through 
his  influence  to  adopt  similar  views,  and  the  result 
was  that  a  church  was  organized  in  the  west  part  of 
Dighton  in  1772.  Mr.  GofT  was  chosen  pastor  of  the 
church,  and  as  they  had  no  meeting-house  he  was  or- 
dained in  the  barn  of  a  Mr.  Briggs.  The  sermon  on  the 
occasion  was  preached  by  Elder  Lyon,  of  Canterbury, 
and  Elder  Jacob  Hicks  gave  the  hand  of  fellowship. 

Not  much  is  known  of  Elder  GofTa  early  life.  He 
was  born  in  Dighton,  Nov.  3,  1740,  was  baptized  in 
1771,  and  began  to  preach  the  same  year.  During 
the  Revolution  he  served  for  a  short  time  as  a  private 
in  the  army.  In  person  he  was  short  in  stature,  but 
strongly  built  Though  intensely  earnestand  zealous 
in  his  religious  belief,  he  was  yet  cheerful  and  social 
in  his  intercourse  with  his  friends  and  neighbors,  and 
was  liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  members  of 
his  church  were  to  him  as  his  children.  When  in- 
vited to  the  pastorate  of  a  church  in  Providence,  he 
answered,  "  I  cannot  leave  my  family."  The  reply 
was  that  he  was  expected  to  bring  his  family  with 
him.  "  But  my  family  is  very  large ;  there  are  two 
hundred  and  fifty  members  in  it."  He  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade,  and  supported  his  family  by  making 
and  mending  shoes,  as  he  never  had  a  salary.  He  was 
an  illiterate  man,  having  attended  school  but  very 
little.  He  had  a  stentorian  voice,  which  in  summer- 
time, when  the  meeting-house  windows  were  open, 
could  be  heard  for  a  long  distance.  In  1781,  David 
Simmons  (or  Seamans)  was  ordained  as  his  colleague. 

In  1780  the  church 'completed  the  meeting-house, 
which  had  been  commenced  some  time  before,  the 
site  being  near  the  Rehoboth  line.  It  was  a  small 
structure,  had  rough  benches  instead  of  pews,  and 
had  neither  stove  nor  fireplace.  The  circumstance* 
attending  iU  dedication  were  in  the  highest  degree  im- 
pressive, for  it  was  dedicated  on  the  "  dark  day,"  May 
19, 1780,  a  day  of  intensified  gloom,  which  must  have 
strangely  a  (Tec  ted  the  congregation  of  farmers  and 
their  families,  many  of  them,  no  doubt,  illiterate  and 
superstitious,  who  had  assembled  at  the  dedication. 
The  sermon  on  the  occasion  was  preached  by  Elder 
Knapp.  In  1796  a  larger  and  better  finished  house  was 
built,  about  one  mile  north  of  the  first  one,  and  which 
has  been  known  ever  since  as  Elder  Guffs  meeting- 


house, although  it  is  not  now  in  possession  of  the  de- 
nomination to  which  he  belonged.  Elder  QofTs  con- 
gregation came  from  other  towns  besides  Dighton  and 
Rehoboth,  and  there  were  members  of  his  church  in 
Freetown,  Berkley,  Somerset,  and  Taunton.  At  one 
'  period  his  church  consisted  of  more  than  three  hun- 
dred members.  He  continued  to  preach  regularly 
until  1806,  when,  his  health  failing,  Elder  Ephraim 
Sawyer  was  called  to  the  pastorate,  although  Mr. 
GofT  still  preached  occasionally.  The  oldest  records 
belonging  to  the  church  commence  in  1807,  when 
there  were  one  hundred  and  ninely-oue  members. 
In  1808  there  was  a  revival,  and  fifty-seven  were 
added  to  the  church.  The  next  year  there  was  a 
schism  among  the  members,  and  the  troublo  con- 
tinued for  two  years,  when  thirty  members  wuro 
excluded  for  having  embraced  what  the  majority 
considered  erroneous  doctrines. 

From  November,  1807,  to  October,  1813,  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  members  were  received  into  the 
church.  But  while  so  many  were  received,  the  strict- 
ness of  the  discipline  caused  many  to  be  excluded 
after  having  been  members  for  a  short  time,'  while 
deaths  and  removals  further  diminished  the  number, 
so  that  in  1826  there  were  only  one  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  belonging  to  the  church. 

Elder  GofT  died  March  17,  1810.  His  widow,  Deb- 
orah, died  in  1816.  They  had  two  children,  Deborah 
and  Shubacl.  In  1813,  Mr.  Silas  Hall,  of  Raynham, 
came  to  labor  in  the  church,  and  was  ordained  the 
same  year.  Ho  remained  only  one  year.  In  1816, 
Mr.  Bartlett  Pease,  of  New  Bedford,  was  ordained 
pastor.  In  1820  sixty-five  members  were  added  to 
the  church.  Mr.  Pease  left  in  1821.  During  his  stay 
there  was  quite  a  large  party  in  the  church  in  sym- 
pathy with  those  who  were  excluded  in  1811  for 
having  become  infected  with  what  was  termed  the 
"  heresy  of  Unitarianism."  In  1821  a  Mr.  Lovcjoy 
was  called  to  preach.  Lovejoy  seems  to  have  accepted 
too  literally  the  apostolic  saying  about  being  all  things) 
to  all  men.  His  sermons  in  the  church  were  of  the 
orthodox,  Trinitarian  pattern,  but  when  he  met 
with  the  factions  that  had  been  excluded  he  ex- 
pressed views  that  were  radically  Unitarian.  Mr. 
Ix>vejoy  was  dismissed  at  the  end  or  a  year,  and  his 
dismissal  was  so  unacceptable  to  many  that  the  party 
who  were  in  his  favor  withdrew  from  the  church  and 
held  separate  meetings.  Thirty  members  were  ex- 
cluded soon  afterwards,  iucluding  two  of  the  deacon*. 
The  Unitarian  faction  finally  obtained  possession  of 
the  meeting-house,  which,  under  the  name  of  the 
Christian  Baptist  Society,  they  retain  at  the  present 
time,  tl..,  Rev.  Otis  W.  Bates  being  now  the  pastor. 


■  Tim  Lillowlitg  entry  In  lbs  cliurclt  rucunli ..(  Its*  •nuwa  Hint  al  thai 
data  tl.oia  were  a|urai|lv  umuf  a  dlaunl.  r  Dial  UimsImi*  Weuuio  atiaua* 
au  «|iM»aile.  Al  a  church  mauling  "  Urulhar  Uraeu  rcpui  Iwl,  In  rate- 
tluu  tu  Slatar  U«n,  llial  lia  had  found  liar  gllty  of  aMncuraMa  aafla, 
hating  dlvsread  lair  huauao.1  and  marrlsd  again,  contra  hi  tha  la*»  of 
God." 
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From  1822  to  1827  the  church  had  no  settled  pas- 
tor;  in  the  latter  year  Mr.  Caleb  Greene,  of  New 
Bedford,  won  ordained.  At  thin  time  the  church 
numbered  only  one  hundred  member*.  Mr.  Greene 
remained  until  1831.  In  1832,  Rev.  John  Reed  was 
called,  and  stayed  till  1836.  Ho  was  followed  by  Mr. 
J.  L.  Witlemore,  who  was  ordained  in  May,  1837, 
and  remained  until  1840.  The  next  year  the  church 
wm  without  a  pastor,  and  had  hut  forty-one  members. 
They  were  accustomed  to  meet  in  the  school-house  at 
the  Lower  Four  Corners,  and  sometimes  at  private 
houses.  In  1842  the  church  voted  "  to  makean  effort 
to  build  a  meetinghouse  at  the  Four  Corners,  and 
that  the  church  be  located  there."  The  house  was 
completed  in  1845  at  a  cost  of  about  sixteen  hundred 
dollars,  the  whole  amount  having  been  raised  and 
paid  before  the  dedication. 

During  the  period  they  had  been  without  a  raeet- 
ing-houMj  they  had  been  supplied  with  preachers  for 
most  of  the  time.  Mr.  John  B.  Parris,  a  licentiate, 
was  with  them  for  about  a  year  and  a  half.  Caleb 
Blood  and  Charles  F.  Colver,  then  students  at  Drown 
University,  also  preached  for  a  time,  as  did  also 
Alexander  W.  and  Samuel  Carr.  After  the  dedication 
of  the  new  house,  Mr.  James  Andera  was  ordnined 
pastor  Nov.  13,  1845.  The  sermon  on  the  occasion 
was  by  W.  II.  Shailer,  D.D.  Mr.  Andern  remained 
about  a  vear,  and  was  succeeded  in  1847  by  Rev. 
Edwin  Stillman,  who  stayed  until  1861.  While  he 
was  here  there  was  a  revival,  and  seventeen  persons 
were  baptized. 

During  the  ten  years  that  followed  Mr.  Stillman's 
departure  the  church  was  without  a  resident  pastor, 
excepting  for  six  months,  when  Rev.  8.  A.  Thomas 
preached.  They  were  generally  supplied  with  preach- 
ing, however,  and  there  were  some  additions  to  the 
church.  At  that  time  it  was  classed  as  one  of  the 
"  feeble  churches,"  and  received  aid  from  the  Taun- 
ton Dnptist  Association,  to  which  it  belongs.  In 
1861,  Rev.  L.  Kinney  commenced  to  preach.  Mr. 
Kinney's  successors  have  been  Rev.  Mr.  Latham, 
Rev.  Mr.  Horton,  Rev.  J.  C.  Boomer,  and  the  present 
pasU>r,  Rev.  A.  W.  Carr,  who  has  been  with  the  church 
since  1874.  Within  a  few  years  a  handsome  parson- 
age has  been  built  near  the  church  by  the  society, 
and  an  organ  purchased.  There  are  eighty-four 
members  in  the  church  at  the  presont  time. 

First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.— Not  much 
is  known  in  regard  to  the  early  days  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  at  North  Dighton.  If  records  wore 
kept  of  the  proceedings  in  the  church  and  society  at 
that  period,  they  are  not  now  to  be  found. 

In  the  year  1814,  Israel  Anthony  moved  to  North 
Dighton  from  Somerset,  and  through  his  influence 
there  was  occasionally  Methodist  preaching  in  that 
village,  by  Rev.  John  Tinkham,  from  Eaaton,  and  by 
other*  whose  names  are  unknown.  In  1815,  or  early 
in  1810,  Rev.  Orlando  Hinds  was  on  the  circuit,  and 
a  revival  commenced,  resulting  in  a  large  number  of 


conversions;  many  were  baptized  and  received  on 
trial.  After  the  revival  had  subsided  a  reaction  aet 
in,  and  the  record  states  that  the  conduct  of  some  of 
the  leading  members  was  such  as  to  greatly  militate 
against  the  prosperity  of  the  infant  society.  There 
is  no  record  of  the  formation  of  the  church,  and 
probably  no  one  living  knows  when  it  was  formed. 
From  1815  to  1823  the  following  preachers  were  sta- 
tioned here:  Rev.  Orlando  Ilinds,  who  died  in  1820; 
Rev.  Elisha  Streeter,  Rev.  Isaac  Bonney,  and  Rev. 
Jason  Walker.  As  there  was  no  meeting-house  they 
preached  sometimes  in  the  school-house,  sometimes 
in  the  Long  House  on  the  island,  and  occasionally  in 
the  loft  over  the  store.  A  Quarterly  Meeting  was 
held  at  the  Long  House  at  one  time  at  which  so 
many  attended  that  the  house  was  full  to  overflowing, 
and  sails  had  to  be  procured  to  make  a  temporary 
shelter  for  the  crowd  outside.  The  first  authentic 
record  extant  is  a  class  paper,  dated  Wellington,  July 
81,  1823.  Abiathar  White,  leader;  Rev.  Hermon 
Perry  and  Rev.  A.  Tummins,  circuit  preachers ;  Rev. 
J.  A.  Merril,  presiding  elder.  In  1831,  Revs.  F.  Dane 
and  H.  Waldron  were  stationed  at  Somerset  and 
North  Dighton.  One  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars 
was  raised  at  the  latter  place  to  pay  the  preachers. 
In  1832,  Rev.  W.  Emerson  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Baldwin 
were  stationed  on  the  circuit,  and  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty-six  dollare  was  collected  from 
Dighton,  Taunton,  Rehoboth,  and  Somerset.  In 
1833,  Rev.  F.  Dane  was  stationed  at  North  Dighton. 
A  meeting-house  had  been  commenced  in  1830,  and 
was  finished  in  1831.  Rev.  L.  Bates,  or  Bristol, 
preached  the  dedication  sermon.  In  1834,  Rev. 
Thomas  Gile  was  stationed  there ;  the  preachers  suc- 
ceeding him  up  to  the  time  of  building  the  present 
meeting-house  were  as  follows:  in  1836,  Rev.  Elias 
Scott;  1836,  C.  Howard;  1837,  John  Bailey,  B.  Oth- 
man,  presiding  elder;  1838,  D.  Culver;  1839,  Ephraim 
Capen;  1840-41,  Byron  Morse;  1842,  G.  H.  Win- 
chester (fifty  members  in  the  church);  1843,  Charles 
Carter;  1844,  E.  A.  Lyon  ;  1846,  A.  Gardner;  1846, 
Richard  Donkersly ;  1847,  William  Cone,  and  also  in 
1848;  1849,  Franklin  Garett;  1850,  W.  H.  Richards; 
1861.  A.  N.  Bodfish,  also  in  1852  (this  year  a  reed 
organ  was  purchased,  taking  the  place  of  the  bugle, 
clarionets,  and  trumpets,  which  had  hitherto  furnished 
the  instrumental  music  in  the  church);  1853,  P.  Cady; 
1864-^5,  C.  Banning;  1886,  Charles  H.  Titus  (presid- 
ing elder;  church  members,  one  hundred  and  five; 
on  probation,  twenty ;  Ave  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
paid  the  preacher) ;  1858,  H.  H.  Smith,  also  in  1859; 
1860,  John  N.  Coolidge;  1861-62,  Lewis  B.  Bates; 
1863,  Erastus  B.  Benton,  also  in  1864 ;  1866,  Asa  Bod- 
fish (members,  one  hundred  and  seventy-four;  nine 
hundred  dollars  paid  for  preaching). 

In  1865  a  new  meeting-house  was  commenced. 
The  trustees  engaged  in  seeing  to  its  building  were 
Allen  Talbot,  James  H.  Codding,  George  F.  Gavitt, 
William  L.  Hathaway,  J.  R.  Talbot,  F.  A.  Horr,  A. 
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Chace,  Eliakim  Brigga,  and  J.  W.  Hathaway.  A 
church  was  formed  at  South  Dighton  this  year,  and 
fourteen  members  were  transferred  to  it  by  letter. 
In  1866,  Rev.  A.  N.  Bodfish  preached.  The  new 
church  was  finished  this  year,  the  whole  cost  being 
about  twenty  thousand  dollars.  It  was  dedicated 
Oct  11,  1866,  Rev.  Mark  Trapton,  of  Providence, 
preaching  the  dedication  sermon.  The  centenary 
collection  of  the  church  this  year  amounted  to  six 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  all,  excepting  five* 
hundred  dollars  of  the  amount,  being  given  by  the 
North  Dighton  Furnace  Company.  Tho  whole  sum 
was  appropriated  toward*  paying  for  the  new  church. 
Eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  three  dollars  was 
raised  in  all  by  the  society  this  year.  In  18(57.  Rev. 
A.  N.  Bodfiah  was  continued  at  North  Dighton,  at  a 
salary  of  one  thousand  dollars ;  in  1868,  T.  8.  Thomas 
(one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  members  in  the 
church);  in  1869,  W.  H.  Stetson,  also  in  1870;  1871, 
E.  T.  Jones ;  1872,  O.  W.  Ballon  (salary,  eleven  hun- 
dred dollars;  members,  one  hundred  and  eigbty-flve; 
probationers,  forty-one;  Sunday-school  membership, 
three  hundred  and  seventeen) ;  In  1874,0.  W.  Bullou 
was  continued,  and  also  in  1875;  1876,  Rev.  George 
H.  Bates,  also  in  1877;  in  1870-80,  O.  W.  Wright. 
The  present  pastor  is  George  H.  Bates. 

Second  Methodist  Epiicopal  Church.— In  March, 
1866,  an  energetic  effort  was  made  to  establish  a  Meth- 
odist Church  at  Dighton  Four  Corners.  Various  local 
preachers  had  before  this  time  been  preaching,  though 
without  much  regularity,  at  the  Broad  Cove  school- 
At  the  time  referred  to  James  A.  Dcau  was 
to  preach,  and  the  building  that  had  been 
is  the  Dighton  Academy  was  purchased  by  a 
joint-stock  company  for  a  meeting  house.  Tho  upper 
part  of  this  building  had  formerly  been  used  as  a 
Universalis!  meeting-house  or  chapel,  as  it  was  called. 
It  had  been  raised  up,  and  a  story  built  underneath. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  Methodists  at  their  new  house 
was  held  April  8,  1866,  with  a  congregation  of  about 
fifty  persons.  Before  the  end  of  May  congregations 
of  one  hundred  and  upwards  were  obtained. 

The  church  was  orgauixed  on  the  13th  of  May,  with 
a  membership  of  twenty-three  A  strawberry  festi- 
val, held  in  June  of  that  year,  netted  one-  hundred 
and  fifty-six  dollars,  and  tho  proceeds  were  used  to 
purchase  a  cabinet  organ.  In  the  following  Septem- 
ber a  clam-bake,  given  by  the  society  in  Baylies' 
Grove,  added  somewhat  to  the  resources  of  the  young 
society. 

In  1867  a  revival  commenced,  lasting  about  two 
months,  meetings  being  held  almost  every  evening. 
About  forty  converts  were  made.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  the  church  was  in  a  very  prosperous  condition. 
Iu  1868,  Mr.  Dean,  finding  that  his  salary  would  not 
meet  his  expenses,  left  for  the  pastorate  of  a  church 
in  Providence.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  H.  H. 
Smith,  and  he,  in  1872,  by  Rev.  A.  E.  Hall.  In  1874, 
Mr.  Hall  was  appointed  to  St.  Paul's  Church  in  Prov- 


idence, and  Rev.  V.  W.  Mattoon  was  ap|>ointed  iu  his 
place.  Mr.  Mattoon  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Dcnniaon 
L.  Brown,  and  he,  in  1877,  by  Kev.  John  Lindscy,  an 
Englishman  by  birth.  Mr.  Lindsey's  successor  was 
Rev.  L.  P.  Causey,  who  waa  followed  by  Rev.  8.  E. 
Evans,  and  he  in  turn  by  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  F. 
D.  Sargent.  The  church  is  now  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition. Annual  clam-bakes  and  strawberry  festivals 
are  an  established  custom  with  the  society,  and  are  a 
material  aid  to  its  finances,  as  they  are  to  the  sister 
society  at  North  Dighton,  and  to  the  Baptist  Society 
at  the  Four  Corners. 

The  Univenaliit  Society.— Nearly  forty  years  ago 
a  society  of  Universalists  was  formed  at  8011U1  Digh- 
ton, and  a  neat  chapel,  of  tho  Greek  temple  or  Par- 
thenon style  of  architecture,  albeit  the  material  was 
wood,  was  built  a  short  distance  east  of  the  Four  Cor- 
ners, on  a  pleasant  and  commanding  site.  At  that 
time,  and  for  some  years  before  and  afterwards,  there 
was  a  remarkable  intellectual  activity  in  New  Eng- 
land. Old  creeds  and  theological  dogmas  were  over- 
hauled and  criticised,  without  regard  to  their  age  or 
the  weight  of  authority  that  supported  them.  It  was 
au  epoch  when  men's  minds  were  uncommonly  recc|- 
tive  of  new  ideas.  Kincrson,  Alcott,  Thoreau,  Mar- 
garet Fuller,  and  other  gifted  and  earliest  ineu  and 
women  were  searching  in  German  philosophy  and  in 
the  theological  literature  of  India  and  other  Asiatic 
lands,  for  answers  to  questions  that  constantly  recur 
to  thoughtful  minds  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  visible 
universe  and  the  destiny  of  the  human  race.  Nor  was 
this  mental  activity  and  questioning  confined  to  what 
are  termed  the  cultivated  classes.  The  carpenter  at 
his  bench,  the  blacksmith  at  his  forge,  the  shoemaker 
over  his  lapstone,  and  even  the  butcher  and  the  tin- 
peddler  from  their  wagons,  were  wont,  according  to 
their  various  gifts,  to  become  argumentative,  like 
Milton's  angels,  "on  fate,  free-will,  foreknowledge 
absolute,"  or  on  subjects  quite  as  abstruse,  and,  like 
the  angels,  "found  no  end  in  wandering  maze*  lost." 
That  was  u  flourishing  period  for  isms  of  various  sorts, 
some  of  them  hascd  011  error  and  others  founded  011 
truths  of  the  greatest  moment  to  the  human  race. 
The  Universalist  Society  in  Dighton  was  the  out- 
growth of  this  intellectual  ferment,  although  the  doc- 
trines believed  in  by  the  sect  had  long  been  familiar 
to  many,  through  the  published  sermons  of  John 
Murray  and  other  able  preachers  in  this  denomina- 
tion. Since  the  time  of  Origen  and  others  of  the 
early  church  Fathers,  the  doctrine  of  eternal  torment 
of  the  wicked  after  death  has  been  repulsive  to  many 
intelligent  minds,  driving  some  into  deism,  and  even 
into  atheism,  while  others  have  become  agnostics,  or 
have  taken  refuge  iu  Socinianisni,  Unitarianism,  or 
Universalis™. 

For  several  years  the  society  at  the  Corners  was  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  the  congregation  meeting  in 
the  chapel  being  larger  in  numbers  than  the  one  that 
listened  to  Mr.  Gushee's  sermons  in  the  old  1 
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house.  But  after  some  years  of  prosperity  various 
causes  led  to  the  decline  of  the  society,  and  the  meet- 
ings were  no  longer  kept  up.  The  chapel  was  sold 
and  was  converted  into  a  school-house,  called  the 
Dighton  Academy.1  The  columns  in  front  were  taken 
oft*,  the  building  was  raised  up,  and  a  story  or  base- 
ment was  built  underneath.  In  1866,  after  the  fail- 
ure of  the  academy  project,  the  building  was  bought 
by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  society  for  a  meeting- 
house. 

The  names  of  the  Universalis  ministers  who 
preached  at  the  chapel  were  Hewitt,  Hodston,  Cham- 
berlain, and  Arnold.  Or  these.  Mr.  8.  C.  Hewitt  was 
probably  the  most  talented  preacher,  but  was  appar- 
ently lacking  in  the  conservative  elements  of  charac- 
ter that  enter  into  the  composition  of  n  well-balanced 
mind,  this  deficiency  leading  him  to  engage  with  a 
zeal  untcmpcred  with  a  sufficiency  of  knowledge  or 
wisdom  in  a  psetido  science  like  phrenology,  and  into 
the  wildest  vagaries  while  investigating  what  are 
termed  the  phenomena  of  spiritualism,  a  class  of 
phenomena  needing  for  its  investigation  the  most 
level-headed  common  sense  and  a  thorough  scientific 
training.  When  to  these  qualifications  is  united  a 
fearless  pursuit  of  truth,  we  have  results  such  as  have 
been  given  to  the  world  by  the  distinguished  English 
scientists,  Professor  William  Crooks  and  Professor 
Alfred  R.  Wallace,  and  by  the  equally  distinguished 
German  investigator,  the  late  Professor  Zollucr. 

In  those  days  the  otlium  Iheologicwn  was  much  more 
bitter  than  at  present,  when  the  advance  of  liberal 
ideas  gives  promise  of  soon  breaking  down  the  walls  of 
sectarian  bigotry  and  prejudice,  and  no  doubt  to  many 
of  other  denominations,  Uiiivcrealism  and  infidelity 
were  almost  synonymous  terms.  It  may  have  been 
some  narrow-minded  number  of  one  of  the  so-called 
orthodox  societies  who  raked  out  of  the  limbo  of 
things  forgotten,  a  quarlrain  of  old  Daniel  Defoe's, 
and  inscribed  it  with  a  pencil  on  one  of  the  columns 
of  the  chapel,  when  the  society  was  in  its  most 
flourishing  condition,  or  it  may  have  been  some  out- 
sider, with  a  turn  for  jesting,  who  had  no  objection  to 
stirring  up  the  Universalis!*  by  a  little  quotation  from 
an  unfamiliar  source.  Probability,  however,  favors 
the  latter  supposition.    The  lines  were  as  follows : 

*'  Whenrrer  mints  erect  a  honss  of  |»reyer. 
The  iIktII  always  builda  a  eknprl  there; 
And  'twill  be  found,  upon  esatnlnallon, 
The  !nli<-r  hM  III*  largest  congregation  " 

1  It  haa  been  raited  an  American  peculiarity  »n  magnify  the  actual  by 
fm\ '  it n  I  I  v  nalng  terms  nf  larger  meaning  than  the  facta  will  warrant, 
rtnt  the  prelrnahin  €if  terming  an  ordinary  prlrnte  ach<»l,  without  en- 
dowment, nr  library,  or  apparatna,  ami  wltlnnit  a  corps  of  tmchere,  an 
"academy,"  l>  not  peculiar  to  this  connlry  nor  bi  Ilia  nineteenth  ran- 
tnry.  whan  eotne  ana  Inqnlml  nf  IVarwrll'a  father,  tha  old  Laird  of 
Anrhinleck,  how  Jamas  was  prospering,  tha  reply.  In  broad  Scotch,  was 
•a  follows:  "There's  naa  hope  fur  Jamie.  Jamie  has  gnan  clean  nl  .ft 
What  On  Jfon  think,  men?  Ila's  dona  wf  Pent  I-  ha's  ntl  wf  tha  land- 
looping  amondrrl  of  a  Gnralran.  And  whnea  tall  do  you  think  ha  has 
pinned  hinaarlf  to  now,  mm.  T  A  domluir,  mnn— an  ould  donjnla'  ha 
*  ~,,|  i  a  echnle,  and  eau'd  It  an  academy." 


Such  sallies  as  this  were  but  little  regarded  by  the 
Universalists,'  who  were  wont  to'  retaliate  by  repeat- 
ing with  gusto  anecdotes  showing  up  their  orthodox 
friends  in  ridicule,  such  as  the  story  of  the  old  dea- 
con's exhortation  at  a  church  meeting:  "Brethren, 
there  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  a  new  doctrine  going  about 
the  world ;  we  are  told  that  all  men  are  to  be  saved, 
but,  brethren,  let  us  hope  for  better  things." 

The  Christian  Baptist  Societies.-Besides  the 
religious  organizations  of  which  sketches  have  been 
given  there  are  in  Dighton  two  Christian  Baptist 
Churches,  in  regard  to  the  founding  of  which,  or  the 
names  of  the  pastors  that  have  been  settled  over  them, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  information.  The 
first  of  these  is  in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  the  meet- 
ing-house being  the  one  in  which  Elder  Qofl*  used  to 
preach  and  still  called  by  his  name,  and  the  second 
is  at  North  Dighton.  The  meeting-house  owned  by 
the  latter  society  was  probably  built  about  the  same 
time  as  the  old  Methodist  meeting-house. 

Besides  the  religious  societies  mentioned  there  are 
two  Christian  Baptist  societies  in  this  town,  of  the 
history  of  which  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any 
definite  information.  The  one  at  West  Dighton  is 
now  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Rev.  Otis  H.  Bates, 
and  the  one  at  North  Dighton  is  under  the  charge  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Bacheler. 

Manufactures.— Tin  n>  are  many  people  now  liv- 
ing who  can  remember  the  days  when  the  spinning- 
wheel,  the  hand-loom,  and  the  dye-tub  were  to  be 
found  in  use  in  almost  every  farmer's  family,  and 
when  homespnn  cloth  of  wool  and  of  flax  was  used 
almost  exclusively  for  the  dress  of  men  and  women, 
as  well  as  for  bed  and  table  coverings.  How  the 
women  of  that  time  managed  to  do  all  the  spinning, 
weaving,  and  dyeing  needful  to  be  done  in  their  house- 
holds, and  bring  up  their  large  families  besides,  is  a 
mystery  to  their  novel-reading  granddaughters  of  to- 
day, who  "  toil  not,  neither  do  they  spin," — at  least, 
nothing  more  substantial  than  the  yarns  of  gossip. 

There  was,  no  doubt,  as  much  done  in  this  town  in 
early  times  in  the  way  of  such  domestic  manufac- 
tures as  have  been  mentioned  as  in  other  country 
towns  of  its  sisc.  In  one  industry,  however,  Dighton 
probably  forestalled  all  the  other  towns  in  the  Bute. 
This  was  the  business  of  raising  silk-worms  and  the 
reeling  and  manufacture  of  silk  from  the  cocoons, 
which  was  introduced  into  this  town  by  Mrs.  Sarah 
Hart  more  than  half  a  century  ago.  Mrs.  Hart  not 
only  raised  and  manufactured  the  silk,  but  she  taught 
the  mysteries  of  the  business  to  others,  so  that  at  one 


*  Among  tha  prominent  members  nf  the  society  warn  Anthony  Raad, 
Joseph  nils,  Capt  William  Cnhh,  and  his  two  brolhsrs,  Uaptl.  George 
and  Benjamin,  HaJ.  CJiarles  Whltmarah  and  W.  B.  Wbltmareh,  and 
Bradford  I'm  it,  Mr.  Reed  was  a  I  ami mr -dealer,  trader,  and  maetar-car- 
psnter;  Mr.  Pitta  «m  a  shoemaker  hy  trade,  was  Justice  of  th*  ponce, 
and  represented  the  town  In  the  Legislators  In  IM1-44;  MaJ.  Whlt- 
marah was  n  trailer  and  ehlp-|«tldrr;  Ckpt.  W.  B.  Whitmnrah  was  post- 
master for  many  years ;  Bradford  Pratt  was  n  eurreror,  school-teacher, 
and  justice  of  the  pence ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  Logl.latnr.  In  184S-U. 
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time  there  was  quite  a  number  of  people  interested 
in  the  occupation  in  a  small  war.  That  was  about 
the  time  of  the  Mora*  muUicaulit  mania,  which  was 
started  by  Prince,  the  Flushing.  L.  I.,  nurseryman, 
who  had  these,  as  he  described  them,  wonderful  mul- 
berry-trees for  sale,  quite  a  number  of  which  were 
set  out  in  this  town,  and  some  of  them  have  grown 
into  large  trees.  Further  mention  of  the  silk-culture 
and  manufacture  in  Dighton  will  be  found  in  the  ap- 
pendix. Now  that  the  manufacture  of  ailk  goods  has 
attained  to  such  dimensions  in  the  United  States, 
there  being  in  1880  three  hundred  and  eighty-three 
factories,  producing  silk  goods  valued  at  over  thirty- 
four  million  dollars,1  it  is  interesting  to  know  that 
this  town  was  the  pioneer  in  the  business  in  this 
State,  and  that  here  were  grown  the  first  specimens  of 
the  larvss  of  the  Bombyx  mori  (or  silk-worm  moth) 
ever  seen  in  Massachusetts. 

The  manufacture  of  textile  fabrics  by  machinory 
was  commenced  in  this  town  in  the  year  1809,  when 
a  small  cotton-factory  was  built  on  the  Thrce-Mile 
River  at  North  Dighton.'  This  was  called  Wheeler's 
factory,  from  the  agent,  Nathaniel  Wheeler.  This  old 
building,  which  had  been  leased  by  various  parties, 
was  burned  in  February,  1881,  at  the  time  of  the 
paper-mill  fire. 

In  1810  another  and  larger  cotton-mill  was  built  on 
the  Three-Mile  River,  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile  above 
Wheeler's  mill.  The  new  factory  was  for  some  years 
known  as  the  Bristol  mill,  some  of  the  owners  living 
in  that  town.  It  is  now  known  as  the  Mount  Hope 
mill.  The  building  was  raised  on  the  Fourth  of  July, 
a  large  crowd  being  collected  at  the  raising,  and  a 
barrel  of  rum  being  required  to  moisten  the  throats 
of  those  who  worked,  and  of  those  who  assisted,  in 
the  French  sense  of  the  term,  by  looking  on.  Thomas 
S.  Baylies,  who  waa  one  of  the  owners,  sold  the  com- 
pany the  land  for  the  mill-site,  and  also  the  water- 
power  privilege,  being  an  inheritance  from  his  father, 
Nicholas  Baylies.  The  property  has  hod  a  number  of 
owners  and  lessees,  among  the  latter  being  Theophi* 
lus,  Azariah,  and  Jervia  Shove,  deceased,  who  curried 
on  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  for  some  years. 
The  original  building  has  been  enlarged  by  ad- 
ditions. 

The  present  proprietors  of  the  Mount  Hope  mill 
are  Stafford  &  Company,  John  W.  Chadwick  being 


••  manufacture  man  Own  half  at  Uw  ailh  Uorlc*  that  we  require. 

•  Aoeonllaf  to  information  received  eluce  lb*  above  we*  written,  lb* 
old  White-Birch  Actor;  waa  built  In  1B0S,  which  would  giia  II  pre- 
cadence.  In  point  or  tlma,  urtr  Wheeler'*  fee  lory.  Noo«  at  In*  coltou- 
mUU  In  Fall  Hirer  had  been  built  at  that  data. 

Tba  pua-loterroare*  and  aaibargo  act*  that  pracadad  tit*  arcond  war 
with  Grant  Britain,  whll*  tbejr  vara  dlaaatrun*  to  American  alilpplug 
Inter**!*,  had  all  th*  aUmulatlng  ofjecl  of  a  high  protective  tarts'  upon 
oar  Infant  manufacture*,  and  ibn*  helped  materia]!*  toward*  our  com. 
plala  Independence  of  tb*  mother-country.  Without  tb*  aid  of  lb*** 
retaliatory  act*  of  Cuagraa*  Hi*  Digiiton  factor!**  would  not  !>•••  Loan 


the  superintendent.  Sis  thousand  four  hundred  spin- 
dles are  ran.  About  a  hundred  hands  are  employed, 
turning  out  fifty-four  thousaud  pounds  of  hosiery  yarn 
per  month. 

The  other  principal  manufacturing  establishment 
at  North  Dighton  is  the  paper-mill  of  L.  Lincoln  & 
Co.,  which  employs  some  twenty-five  hands,  and  turns 
out  daily  about  six  thousand  pounds  of  maniila  and 
and  other  paper.  The  junior  members  of  the  firm 
are  Edward  and  James  M.  Lincoln.  The  mill  was* 
established  in  I860  by  Caleb  M.  and  Lorenzo  Lincoln. 
On  the  death  of  the  first-named,  a  few  years  after- 
wards, the  firm-name  waa  changed  to  that  of  L.  Lin- 
coln A  Co.  The  firm  has  been  burnt  out  twice,  the 
last  time  in  1881.  The  new  building  is  a  substantial 
brick  structure,  and  the  mill  is  probably  one  of  the 
best  appointed  in  the  State.  The  property  is  owned 
by  the  Dighton  Manufacturing  Company,  a  firm  that 
was  incorporated  in  1822  for  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
ton goods,  in  what  waa  called  Wheeler's  factory.  At 
that  timo  the  company  consisted  of  Israel  Brayton, 
Olivpr  Chaco,  Eliab  B.  Dean,  Elisha  Lincoln,  Nahum 
Mitchell,  James  Maxwell,  Clark  Shove,  Nicholas 
Stevens,  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  and  Nathan  Williams. 
The  company  is  not  now  engaged  in  manufacturing, 
but  leases  all  it*  property.  It  owns  real  estate  on  the 
Taunton  side  of  the  river,  as  well  as  in  Dighton,  in- 
cluding the  "  pipe-shop"  on  the  esst side.  This  build- 
ing was  formerly  occupied  by  Qeorge  F.  Qavilt,  in 
company  with  others,  for  the  manufacture  of  gaa- 
pipes.  It  has  lately  been  converted  into  a  wool- 
washing  establishment,  under  the  firm-name  of  Scott 
&  Tulbot.  The  water-power  privilege  is  owned  by 
the  Dighton  Manufacturing  Company.  This  com- 
pany formerly  had  a  small  cupola  furnace  on  the 
"  island,"  where  castings  of  various  kinds  were  made. 
Nearly  two  centuries  ago  there  was  an  iron-furuace 
on  the  island,  owned  by  members  of  the  Walker 
family,  of  Taunton,  who  also  owned  several  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  vicinity.  The  Walkers  manufac- 
tured iron  from  bog-ore  dug  on  their  own  land. 
Further  reference  to  this  iron-works  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix,  in  the  geuealogical  history  of  the 
Walkers,  and  also  a  brief  mention  of  Nicholas  Ste- 
vens' saw-  and  grist-mill  that  stood  near  the  iron- 
works. 

Another  manufacturing  establishment  at  North 
Dighton  is  the  Waldron  bakery,  established  more 
than  thirty  years  ago  by  Francis  Waldron. 

Although  situated  in  Taunton,  yet  the  Dighton 
Furnace  Company's  works  are  so  near  the  boundary 
line  as  to  make  the  name  seem  not  inappropriate. 
Besides,  the  works  employ  numbers  of  Dighton  men, 
and  the  treasurer,  Mr.  James  H.  Codding,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  this  town.  Not  fur  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men  are  employed  in  this  establishment,  which 
is  a  great  aid  to  the  prosperity  of  North  Dighton 
village.  If  the  boundary  line  between  Dighton  aud 
Taunton  had  been  established  as  was  at  first 
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plated  when  thin  town  wan  laid  out,  the  Dighton 
Furnace  Worka,  the  wool-washing  establishment, 
Rose's  nickel-plating  shop,  tho  North  Dighton  Rail- 
road depot,  with  twenty  or  thirty  dwelling-houses 
and  several  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  are  now 
within  the  limits  of  Taunton,  would  belong  to  this 
town.  The  division  line  between  Dighton  and  Taun- 
ton, starting  from  near  the  northwest  corner  of  this 
ion  n ,  runs  in  a  straight  line  in  a  southeasterly  course 
until  it  reaches  the  pond  just  above  the  Mount  Hope 
mill ;  thence  it  follows  the  sinuous  course  of  Three- 
Mi  le  River  down  to  its  junction  with  Taunton  River. 
When  Dighton  was  laid  out  it  was  proposed  that  the 
northern  boundnry  lino,  instead  of  following  down 
the  Three-Mile  River,  should  continue  straight  on  in 
the  southeasterly  course  to  Taunton  River,  and  across 
the  latter  stream  to  tho  Freetown  line.  This  would 
have  brought  the  irregularly  triangular  tract  between 
the  Three- M  He  River  and  Taunton  River  into  this 
town,  where  it  naturally  belongs. 

There  are  many  good  reasons  for  having  this  pro- 
posed boundary  line  established  now,  and  the  triangu- 
lar strip  of  territory  mentioned  annexed  to  Dighton. 
This  would  do  away  with  the  mistakes  and  confusion 
arising  from  the  fact  that  the  North  Dighton  Rail- 
mad  depot  and  tho  Dighton  Furnace  are  now  in 
Taunton.  Besides,  to  use  the  language  of  diplomacy, 
it  would  "  rectify  our  frontier,"  and  would  unite  under 
one  town  government  the  village  that  has  grown  up 
on  both  sides  of  Threc-Mile  River,  and  which  now  is 
inconvenienced  by  being  partly  under  town  and 
partly  under  municipal  government.  It  is  believed, 
besides,  that  annexation  to  this  town  would  bo  no 
detriment,  but  an  advantage  to  those  dwelling  on  the 
territory  in  question,  or  owning  real  estate  there, 
through  the  much  lower  rate  of  taxation  prevailing 
in  this  town  than  in  Taunton.  The  question  of  an- 
nexation, however,  is  one  in  which  the  people  on  the 
territory  described  must  take  the  initiative. 

Water-Power  of  the  Segregnnaei— The  Segre- 
gansct  River  runs  its  course  almost  wholly  within  the 
limits  of  this  town.  Excepting  near  its  mouth,  where 
it  joins  the  Taunton,  it  is  little  more  than  a  brook. 
One  branch  of  it  rises  in  the  west  part  of  the  town, 
near  UofTs  Hill,  and  another  takes  its  rise  in  the  ex- 
treme northwest  corner;  these  branches  unite  at  the 
pond,  just  above  the  saw-mill  and  grist-mill  of  J.  T. 
W.  Reed.  At  this  point,  on  the  east  side  of  the  road, 
there  was  formerly  a  small  cotton-mill,  called  the 
White-Iiirch  factory,  which  was  burnt  more  than 
forty  years  ago,  while  it  was  being  run  by  David 
Westcoat,  now  of  Taunton.  Just  above  the  site  of 
the  White-Hirch  mill  one  Simeon  Williams  had  a 
saw-mill  in  the  last  century,  and  near  by  was,  at  a 
later  date,  the  lap-mill  of  Joshua  Williams,  the  build- 
ing having  been  previously  used  for  the  making  of 
plugs  for  ship-carpenters'  use  by  Iaaac  Babbitt. 
About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  the  brick  meeting- 
•  is  the  pond  that  gives  power  for  the  forge  and 


grist-mill  of  Albert  Ilriggs,  son  of  Joseph  Briggs, 
who  carried  on  business  here  for  many  years.  The 
property  has  been  in  the  family  for  a  long  period. 
About  one  hundred  and  eighty  years  ago  one  Matthew 
Briggs  came  over  from  England,  and  brought  the 
machinery  for  a  forge  and  grist-mill,  which  wns  set 
up  at  this  place.  Mr.  Briggs  was  one  of  the  deacons 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  A  part  of  his  busi- 
ness was  the  making  of  pod-augers  for  carpenters' 
use,  that  being  in  the  "good  old  pod-auger  days," 
before  the  screw-auger  was  invented. 

Just  below  the  Briggs  Forge,  and  not  far  from 
Leonard  Horton's  house,  there  was  many  years  ago 
a  fulling-mill,  all  traces  of  which,  as  well  as  its  his- 
tory, have  long  ago  disappeared.  A  ahort  distance 
below  the  east  and  west  road  that  leads  to  the  Upper 
Four  Corners  is  a  stone  building  which  was  built  in 
1822,  by  Capt.  David  Perry,  for  a  machine-shop.  On 
his  failure  in  business  the  property  was  sold,  and  the 
building  was  afterwards  occupied  as  a  tack-mill  by 
various  parties.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the 
stone  building  there  was,  many  years  ago,  a  flaxseed -oil 
mill,  but  by  whom  it  was  owned  or  when  it  was  built 
are  not  now  known.  It  was  an  unfortunate  concern, 
and  the  machinery  was  said  to  have  been  bewitched 
by  an  old  woman  who  had  a  spite  against  the  owner. 
No  sooner  was  it  started  to  running  than  some  part 
of  it  would  break  down.  The  iron  spindle  of  the  mill- 
stone seemed  to  be  the  particular  object  of  the  old  lady's 
evil  spells,  for  it  would  melt  down  almost  as  soon  as 
the  mill  started,  although  its  bearings  were  liberally 
supplied  with  tallow  and  other  lubricants.  That  was 
long  after  the  time  of  that  zealous  divine  and  witch- 
hunter,  Cotton  Mather,  and  none  of  the  women  of 
the  neighborhood  were  hung  or  tortured  on  suspicion 
of  having  bewitched  the  oil-mill.  The  building  was 
afterwards  used  as  a  tub-  and  pail-factory  by  a  Mr. 
Willard,  the  lower  purt  being  used  by  Mr.  Cummings 
as  a  blacksmith-shop.  The  witch  spell  seemed  to 
cling  to  it  to  the  end,  for  it  took  Are  from  friction  one 
night,  and  was  destroyed.  A  plank  had  been  run 
through  the  spokes  of  the  water-wheel  to  prevent  ita 
turning,  but  a  freshet  coming  on,  the  pressure  of  the 
water  broke  the  plank,  and  the  machinery  started 
into  rapid  motion.  As  there  was  not  enough  oil  on 
the  bearings  to  prevent  friction,  the  building  was  in 
flames  before  morning.  Afterwards  a  saw-mill  was 
built  on  the  site  by  Joseph  Briggs.  About  half  a 
mile  below  the  site  of  the  oil-mill  was  the  tack-factory 
of  Nathaniel  Leonard  ft  Son,  built  about  the  year 
1845,  and  which  ran  twenty-two  machines  until  within 
a  few  years,  when  the  concern  was  sold  out  to  the 
combination  of  tack  manufacturers,  and  has  since 
been  idle. 

Mr.  Leonard  was  a  skillful  mechanic,  and  for  some 
years  was  the  only  manufacturer  in  the  county  of  the 
plated  rolls  used  by  jewelers.  He  was  also  the 
inventor  of  a  tack-machine  Identical  with  what  is 
called  the  Blanchard  machine,  but  was  forestalled  in 
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getting  a  patent  by  Blanchard.  Some  distance  below 
the  Leonard 1  factory,  on  the  road  that  was  formerly 
one  of  the  boundaries  between  Dighton  and  Welling- 
ton, waa  the  grist-mill  known  as  Simmons'  mill,  which 
has  not  been  running  for  many  years. 

Of  all  the  many  manufacturing  enterprises  that 
have  been  started  on  the  Segreganset  River  ooly  two 
are  in  operation  at  the  present  time,  Mr.  Reed's  saw- 
mill and  Mr.  Briggs'  forge  and  grist-mill.  Elderly 
and  middle-aged  people,  who  have  been  familiar  with 
the  stream  from  boyhood,  say  that  the  amount  of 
water  it  carries  down  is  much  less  than  was  the  case 
when  they  were  young.  This  is  probably  true  of  the 
other  streams  in  this  town.  They  have  apparently 
shrunk  within  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years.  The 
reason  for  this  shrinkage  is  no  doubt  lobe  found  iu 
the  cutting  off  of  the  woods  in  the  north  and  west 
part  of  the  town. 

Sally  Richmond's  Brook.— This  stream,  named 
for  one  of  the  old  maiden  ladies  before  mentioned, 
takes  its  rise  in  the  swamps  northwest  of  Hunter's 
Hill,  runs  at  first  a  northeasterly  course,  crossing  the 
road  leading  to  Pitts'  Corner  from  the  Four  Corners 
twice,  then  turns  southeasterly,  skirting  the  base  of 
Richmond  Hill,  and  loses  itself  in  the  oozy  flats  of 
Muddy  Cove,  near  the  color-works  of  J.  C.  Jeasop 
&  Co. 

There  were  formerly  in  operation  on  this  small 
stream  a  shingle-milt  and  a  forge,  both  on  the  west 
road.  The  first,  owned  by  Qen.  William  Pock,  who 
used  to  saw  cedar  shingles  in  the  winter,  there  not 
generally  being  water  enough  in  the  summer  for  the 
purpose.  Oen.  William  Peck,  who  owned  the  farm 
that  formerly  belonged  to  the  father  of  Commodore 
Talbot,  was  born  in  Swansea,  April  12,  1796.  His 
father's  name  was  Thomas,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Mason,  of  Swansea.  William  Peck  was  colonel  of 
the  First  Regiment,  Second  Brigade  of  the  county 
militia  from  Aug.  27,  1828,  to  Sept.  11, 1830,  wheu  he 
was  promoted  brigadier-general  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
consisting  of  five  regiments  and  a  battalion  of  artil- 
lery. He  was  also  president  of  the  court-martial 
which  met  in  Boston  for  the  trial  of  Lieut.-Col.  Q.  8. 
Winthrop  for  failing  to  properly  do  escort  duty  witli 
his  command  on  election-day  in  1832.  His  unflinch- 
ing firmness  on  this  occasion  and  his  somewhat  stern 
expression  of  features  won  him,  in  the  newspaper  re- 
ports of  the  affair,  the  sobriquet  of  Gen.  Pluck.  Ho 
married  Lemira  Mason,  daughter  of  Job  Mason,  of 
Swansea.  They  had  four  daughters,  whom  he  used  to  J 
term  his  bushel  of  girls.  His  death  occurred  in  Octo- 
ber, 1861,  his  wife  surviving  him  three  years. 

The  forge  and  blacksmith-shop  of  Matthew  Briggs 
stood  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  Oen.  Peck's 


>  Tin  Leonard*  c«m»  from  Wale*,  and  liar*  al  ware  Uen  noted  Iu  the 
working  mil  manufacture  of  Iron  orrr  eluce  Hie  two  brotbere,  Jiuun 
•  ml  Hosrjr  Leonard,  an  orer  In  ISM,  nnd.  In  connanjr  with  latfh 
Kueeal,  art  up  In  Teuntou  (now  Rernbau)  tbe  flnl  Irua-woika  built  In 
im.  country.  I 


shingle-mill.  There  was  a  small  pond  in  the  rear, 
from  which  a  flume  led  to  the  undershot-wheel  that 
carried  the  tilt-hammer.  Mr.  Briggs  was  a  man  of 
Falstaffian  proportions,  and  almost  of  Falstaffian 
humor.  He  was  quick  at  repartee,  his  eyes  would 
twinkle  under  his  round  spectacles,  and  his  rotund 
form  would  shake  with  laughter  at  anything  that 
tickled  his  fancy.  He  was,  withal,  a  skillful  smith, 
and  could  make  almost  anything  in  his  line  from  a 
horse-nail  to  a  monkey-wrench.  His  forge  being  near 
the  school-house,  the  boys  used  to  find  it  a  fascinating 
place  of  resort  during  recess,  especially  when  the 
trip-hammer  was  in  motion,  sending  horizontal  show- 
ers of  sparks  from  the  white  mass  of  metal  it  was 
beating  into  shape.  Mr.  Briggs  was  captain  of  the 
Second  Company  of  Dighton  militia  from  1818  to 
1822.  His  father's  name  was  Mattbew,  and  he  was  a 
seventh  son;  he  also  had  seven  sons,  the  youngest  of 
whom  ought,  according  to  the  old  superstition  about 
seventh  son  of  seventh  son,  to  be  endowed  with  the 
gift  of  curing  by  touch  the  king's  evil.  Matthew 
Briggs'  forge  has  long  been  torn  down,  the  dan»  leveled, 
and  the  pond  converted  into  a  meadow. 

The  only  manufacturing  establishment  now  in  op- 
eration on  Sally  Richmond's  Brook  is  the  color- 
grinding  works  of  J.  C.  Jeasop  &.  Co.,  already  men- 
tioned, steam  being  the  motive  power,  and  the  water 
of  the  little  pond,  formed  by  a  dam  across  the  stream, 
being  only  used  for  manufacturing  purposes.  From 
twenty  to  twenty-five  hands  are  employed,  aud  the 
colors  produced  are  chiefly  intended  for  the  printing 
of  wall-papers.  The  building  was  erected  in  1861  for 
the  manufacture  of  woolen  cloths.  A  company  was 
formed  consisting  of  Capt.  William  Cobb,  of  this 
town,  Oeorge  O.  Crocker,  of  Taunton,  Dr.  Samuel 
West,  of  Tiverton,  R  I.,  Thomas  Whitridge,  of  Bal- 
timore, and  others.  The  capital  stock  was  at  first 
forty  thousand  dollars,  afterwards  increased  to  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  and  then  to  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars.  In  1864  the  conipauy  held  |>ro|*rty.  accord- 
ing to  a  sworn  statement  of  the  directors,  valued  at 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  dollars,  with 
a  debt  of  eighty-one  thousand  dollars.  George  (5. 
Crocker  was  the  first  president  of  the  company,  and 
Capt.  Cobb,  treasurer.  The  business  was  not  con- 
ducted so  as  to  be  flnmicially  profitable,  and  niter  the 
establishment  was  burned,  in  1807,  an  upper  story  of 
wood  was  built  on  to  the  brick  walls,  which  remained 
standing,  and  the  manufacture  of  furniture  wai  coin- 
j  menced  by  a  new  company,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  Of  the  six  hundred  sburcs, 
Capt.  Cobb  held  two  hundred  and  ninety.  The  other 
priucipal  shareholders  were  Gordon  Bartlett,  of  Salem, 
Stephen  Bartlett,  of  Charlcstown,  and  Ed  ward  Gordon, 
of  Boston,  the  latter  being  president  of  the  coui|>aiiy. 
The  manufacture  of  furniture  did  not  prove  profitable, 
and  the  busiucss  was  soon  abaudond,  aiid  the  com- 
pany dissolved.  The  building  was  next  used  for  tho 
I  manufacture  of  while-lend,  and  was  known  as  the 
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Albion  Lead-Work*.  Cnpt.  Cobb  was  a  Urge  stock- 
holder, h  were  several  prominent  Tnuuton  men.  The 
business  was  conducted  at  a  loss  for  some  years.  May 
2,  1878,  early  in  the  morning,  the  building  was  burned 
for  the  second  time.  It  has  since  been  partially  re- 
built by  the  color-works  company. 

Cait.  William  Conn,  previously  mentioucd  as 
prominently  connected  with  the  woolen-mill,  the  fur- 
niture factory,  and  the  lead-works,  was  also  concerned 
in  manufacturing  enterprises  in  the  buildings  near 
the  town-landing,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the 
Dighton  Stove-Lining  Company.  The  first  manufac- 
turing establishment  on  this  site  was  a  steam  saw-mill 
erected  more  than  a  generation  ago,  and  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  shingles  from  southern  cedar,  nail- 
kegs,  sashes,  blinds,  and  doors.  This  building  was 
burnt  while  it  was  occupied  by  Shove  and  Stur- 
tevant,  sash,  door,  and  blind  manufacturers.  It  was 
rebuilt  by  a  joint-stock  company,  of  which  Capt. 
Cobb,  Anthony  Keed,  and  others  were  members,  Mr. 
Reed  being  the  agent.  The  business  was  not  con- 
ducted so  as  to  be  profitable,  and  the  establishment 
was  soon  turned  into  a  tack  manufactory  under  other 
managers,  and  styled  the  Union  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  which  Capt.  Cobb  was  the  president.  The 
capital  stock  of  this  company  in  1857  was  sixteen 
thousand  dollars.  Stephen  Rhodes  was  the  treasurer 
and  in  1861  was  president  of  the  company.  In  1866 
a  new  company  was  formed  under  the  name  of  the 
Dighton  Tack  Company,  in  which  several  Boston  men 
were  interested,  Jeremiah  Abbott  of  that  city  being 
the  president  The  capital  stock  of  this  company  in 
1866  wm  eighty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  amount  of 
property  belonging  to  it  was  estimated  in  the  sworn 
certificate  of  the  directors  to  be  one  hundred  and 
forty-three  thousand  dollars,  with  liabilities  amount- 
ing to  fi  Ay-four  thousand  dollars.  After  other  changes 
in  the  ownership  the  tack  manufactory  was  bought  by 
the  combination  of  tack  manufacturers,  and  the  busi- 
ness was  abandoned  in  Dighton.  The  promises  have 
since  been  used  for  the  manufacture  of  stove-linings 
and  fire-brick. 

In  1866  a  builing  was  erected  just  north  of  the 
tack  factory  for  an  iron-works,  and  a  company  was 
formed  under  the  name  of  the  Dighton  Rolling-mill 
Company,  of  which  Enoch  Robinson,  Jr.,  was  presi- 
dent, and  Capt.  Cobb  treasurer.  The  capital  stock 
was  forty-four  thousand  dollars.  In  1868  the  capital 
stock  was  increased  to  eighty  thousand  dollars.  In 
the  great  gale  of  September,  I860,  the  building  was 
partially  wrecked,  and  soon  afterwards  it  was  burnt 
to  the  ground  by  an  incendiary  fire.  The  business 
had  not  proved  a  profitable  one  as  it  had  been  man- 
aged, and  the  works  were  not  rebuilt. 

William  Cobb  was  born  in  Taunton  in  1811.  He 
was  the  son  of  Charles  and  Rhoda,  nte  Dean.  He 
was  connected,  though  not  by  direct  descent,  with 
fien.  David  Cobb,  of  the  Revolutionary  period,  who 
afterwards,  during  Shay's  rebellion,  when  the  court- 


house in  Taunton  was  threatened  by  an  angry  mob, 
emphatically  informed  the  turbulent  crowd  that  he 
would  "  either  sit  as  a  judge,  or  die  as  a  general." 

Capt.  Cobb  came  to  Dighton  to  reside  about  the 
year  1837,  and  was  followed  by  his  brothers  George 
and  Benjamin,  who  were  also  sea-captains.  He  bought 
the  farm  that  was  formerly  the  Bragg  farm.  In  1840, 
in  connection  with  other  parties,  ho  built  the  bark 
"  Elisabeth  Hall."  In  1849  he  went  to  California  in 
command  of  the  bark  "  Ann,"  carrying  a  company  of 
gold-hunters.  After  his  return  he  gave  up  the  sea,  and 
entered  into  business  pursuits  on  the  land.  He  built 
a  largo  wharf  and  store  now  owned  by  the  Old  Colony 
Iron  Company,  and  was  for  many  years  the  agent  of 
that  company  in  transporting  their  coal  and  iron  to 
East  Taunton.  He  also  built  a  number  of  vessels  at 
his  wharf,  the  last  of  which,  built  in  1874,  was  a 
barkentine,  named  for  himself.  In  1867  the  Rhode 
Island  coal-mine  was  bought  by  a  company  consisting 
of  himself,  Samuel  L.,  and  Oeorge  A.  Crocker.  He  was 
one  of  the  originators  of  the  Dighton  and  Somerset 
Railroad  Company,  and  was  president  of  the  com- 
pany when  the  charter  was  sold  to  the  Old  Colony 
Company.  He  also  contracted  to  build  the  bridge 
across  the  river  at  Somerset,  one  of  the  longest  bridges 
in  New  England,  and  took  the  contract  to  cut  through 
the  "  Pinnacle"  ledge  in  Stoughton,  after  other  con- 
tractors had  abandoned  the  work.  He  was  also  in- 
fluential in  getting  the  new  carriage-road  built  from 
Dighton  to  Somerset,  across  Broad  Cove,  and  also  the 
one  starting  from  near  his  house,  and  running  north 
across  8egreganset  River,  to  join  the  old  stage-road.' 
Capt.  Cobb  was  also  interested  in  the  brick  business  at 
Medford,  in  this  8tate,  and  at  Haverstraw,  on  the  Hud- 
son River.  Ho  died  suddenly,  of  heart-disease,  in  his 
state-room,  on  board  of  ono  of  the  Fall  River  and 
New  York  steamboats,  while  on  his  way  homo  from 
the  latter  city,  July  31, 1876.  Capt.  Cobb  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  was  a  Peckham,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Emma 
Lubec.  of  this  town,  by  whom  he  had  threo  sons  and 
two  daughters. 

Whatever  judgment  may  be  passed  upon  Capt. 
Cobb's  business  methods,  and  some  of  them  have 
been  severely  criticised,  no  one  who  know  him  will 
deny  that  he  was  a  man  of  energetic  and  enterprising 
character,  of  large  personal  magnetism,  enabling  him 
to  secure  the  co-operation  of  others  in  any  project 
or  undertaking  in  which  he  was  interested,  or  that 
he  was  kind  and  genial  in  his  relations  to  his  family 
and  his  friends. 

Various  Topics. — Dighton  has  been  represented 
in  mathematics  by  John  D.  Williams,  son  of  Jared 
and  Martha,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1800.  He 
waB  early  in  life  quite  noted  as  a  mathematician,  and 
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published  •  little  text-book  on  algebra,  which  baa 
long  been  out  of  print.  The  author  was  not  remark- 
able for  intelligence  in  matter*  outside  of  the  domain 
of  figure*  or  their  algebraic  symbol*,  thua  adding  an- 
other to  the  many  similar  illustrations  of  the  psycho- 
logic fact  that  the  mathematical  faculty  is  frequently 
largely  developed  in  people  of  otherwise  very  ordi- 
nary intellectual  gifts. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  mason  by  trade.  He  took  the 
contract  to  build  the  city  hall  in  Fall  River,  but  the 
city  authorities,  after  hu  had  worked  for  some  time, 
perceiving  that  the  work  won  not  being  properly  done, 
annulled  the  contract  and  gave  the  job  to  another  per- 
son. Mr.  Williams  led  a  somewhat  irregular  life,  and, 
having  laid  by  nothing  for  a  rainy  day,  his  closing 
years  were  spent  in  the  almshouse.  His  father,  Jared 
Williams,  was  a  very  peculiar  and  eccentric  man, 
especially  in  his  speech. 

In  art  this  town  has  furnished  a  worthy  represen- 
tative in  Jesse  Talbot,  son  of  Josiah  and  Lydia, 
who  resided  on  a  farm  in  the  northwest  part  of  the 
town. 

Jesse  was  born  April  1, 1805,  and  was  the  youngest 
of  eight  children.  Before  he  had  reached  tho  ago  of 
manhood  he  went  to  Dedham,  in  this  State,  and  was 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Dr.  Wheaton. 
From  Dedham  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  where 
he  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  American  Tract 
Society  and  married  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman. 
Having  shown  considerable  talent  in  drawing  and 
painting  in  his  youth,  he  was  induced  by  the  persua- 
sions of  his  friends,  as  well  as  by  his  own  inclina- 
tion, to  adopt  the  profession  of  a  landscape  painter. 
Thenceforward  he  devoted  his  life  to  the  practice  of 
his  art,  and  with  considerable  success,  his  pictures 
finding  a  ready  sale,  and  many  of  them  being  en- 
graved on  steel  for  the  magazines  and  annuals  of 
that  period.  His  pictures  of  views  on  the  Hudson 
River  and  Rockland  Lake  were  especially  admired. 

Probably  many  worldly-wise  people  would  have 
considered  Jesse  Talbot's  adoption  of  the  profession 
of  landscape  painter,  at  a  time  when  there  was  not 
nearly  the  taste  for  art  in  the  United  Slate*  that  there 
is  at  present,  and  when  artistic  work  was  compara- 
tively poorly  remunerated,  as  having  some  connection 
with  his  having  been  born  on  "  All-Fools'  day."  Yet, 
if  he  did  not  amass  a  fortune  by  his  art,  as  llierstadt, 
Church,  and  a  few  other  American  artist*  have  done 
in  later  years,  he  at  least  secured  a  moderate  compe- 
tence; and  probably  with  him,  as  with  many  others, 
the  practice  of  his  art  was  its  own  exceeding  great 
reward,  and  pecuniary  considerations  wero  of  second- 
ary importance. 

Dighton  Rook.— Any  sketch,  however  fragment- 
ary, of  tho  history  of  this  town  that  made  no  mention 
of  Dighton  Rock  would  be,  to  use  the  hackneyed 
simile,  like  the  play  of  Hamlet  with  the  part  of  the 
Prince  of  Denmark  left  out,  or,  to  use  a  fresher  and 
more  apposite  comparison,  it  would  be  like  a  descrip- 


tion of  Newport  with  no  mention  of  the  old  Stone 
Mill. 

In  considering  the  diverse  theories  that  have  been 
advanced  as  to  the  genesis  or  the  sculptured  charac- 
ters on  this  famous  rock,  and  the  difficulty,  if  not  the 
impossibility,  of  proving  or  disproving  either  of  them, 
it  would  seem  as  if  the  genius  of  mystery  were  brood- 
ing over  the  spot,  hiding  will)  an  impenetrable  cur- 
tain the  meaning  of  the  semi-obliterated  characters, 
and  one  recalls  the  inscription  before  the  mysterious 
temple  of  Isis,  "  Yesterday,  to-day,  forever,  and  no 
mortal  hath  lifted  my  veil." 

That  the  controversy  over  this  rock  i*  not  yet  en- 
tirely settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  everybody  is  in 
part  owing  to  the  wearing  effect  of  ice  and  waves  fur 
hundreds  of  years  on  the  sculptured  faco  of  this 
bowlder  of  gneias,  making  it  a  matter  of  great  diffi- 
culty to  trace  some  of  the  shallow  lines  of  the  figure* 
among  the  natural  seams  and  crevice*  of  tho  stone, 
and  to  this  difficulty  of  following  the  lines,  as  they 
were  originally  chiseled  into  the  rock,  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted the  fact  that  no  two  drawing*  of  the  character* 
by  different  people  that  were  ever  made  would  agree 
in  all  respects  when  compared  together.  This  di- 
versity or  disagreement  in  the  drawings  that  have 
been  made  of  the  rock  is  strikingly  shown  in  the 
"Antiquitates  Americana!,"  a  tri-lingual, quarto  work, 
published  nearly  half  a  century  ago  by  the  Royal 
Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries  of  Copenhagen. 
In  this  work  there  are  nine  drawings  of  the  rock, 
taken  by  different  people,  at  different  time*,  no  two 
of  which  are  alike.  The  first  of  these  attempted 
representations  of  the  characters  on  the  rock  was  by 
Dr.  Dan  forth,  in  1680.  The  second  has  been  attrib- 
uted to  Cotton  Mather,  in  1712.  It  bears  not  the 
slightest  resemblance  to  the  sculptured  characters, 
but  appears  as  if  executed  by  a  person  having  the 
St.  Vitus'  dance  or  the  delirium  traueni.  Then  follow 
other  drawings,  of  more  or  less  accuracy,  one  of  the 
best  being  by  Dr.  William  Hay  lies,  of  this  town.  The 
best  drawing  in  the  series  was  furnished  by  the  Rhode 
Islund  Historical  Society,  and  was  the  one  chiefly 
relied  upon  by  the  Danish  savants  in  studying  the 
character  of  the  inscription,  which,  it  is  well  known, 
they  decided  to  be  the  work  of  the  roving  Northmen 
in  the  eleventh  century.  If  they  did  uot  succeed  in 
proving  beyond  doubt  that  Dighton  Rock  is  a  Scan- 
dinavian relic,  they  at  least  succeeded,  by  the  publi- 
cation in  the  "  Autiquitates  Ainericanot"  of  the  old 
Icelandic  sagas  or  histories,  in  proving  beyond  a 
reasonable  doubt  that  the  Norse  freebooters  discov- 
ered this  continent,  and  made  some  attempts  to  col- 
onize it,  centuries  before  Christopher  Columbus  was 
born,  and  that  the  site  of  the  ancient  Vinland,  men- 
tioned in  these  sagas,  was  probably  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  what  is  now  New  England. 

The  party  of  Norsemen,  whom  the  Danish  autiqua- 
ries  supposed  to  have  mude  the  characters  on  Dighton 
Rock,  came  over  to  Vinland  (so  called  from  the 
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abundance  of  grapes  that  grew  wild  there)  in  the 
year  10O7.  The  lender's  name  was  Thorfinn  Karlsefue, 
or  Thorfinn  the  Hopeful.  He  leR  Greenland  with 
three  vessels  .nnd  one  hundred  nnd  sixty-one  men, 
hut  the  men  in  one  vessel  mutinied,  and  turned  back 
to  Greenland.  Other  parties  of  Norsemen  had  pre- 
viously visiter]  Vinland,  which  Professor  Rnfu  and  his 
co-laborers  supposed  to  be  the  region  of  country  bor- 
dering Nnrrngnnsett  Bay  nnd  Taunton  River.  Most 
of  the  characters  in  the  drawings  of  the  rock  they 
could  make  nothing  of,  but  there  was  a  group  near 
the  centre  of  the  inscription  which  they  deciphered 
to  he  the  Runic  characters  standing  for  the  name  of 
Thorfinn,  above  which  were  the  Roman  numerals 
CXXXI,  followed  by  a  character  which  they  decided 
to  be  an  anaglyph,  standing  for  the  word  men.  Since 
that  time  the  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries 
has  been  supplied  with  a  photograph  of  the  rock,  nnd 
it  is  said  they  now  think  that  they  were  in  error  in 
claiming  Dighton  rock  as  n  Scandinavian  relic,  ao 
that  those  who  think  the  inscription  merely  an  ex- 
ample of  the  rude  pictographs  of  the  Indians,  of 
which  specimens  of  the  same  general  character  are 
to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  now  meet 
with  little  opposition  to  their  views.  Such  was  the 
opinion  of  Professor  Schoolcraft,  who  visited  the  rock 
twice,  some  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  On  his  first 
visit  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  inscription  was 
of  a  mixed  character,  part  Indian  and  part  Runic,  or 
Scandinavian,  but  on  his  last  visit  he  decided  that  it 
was  wholly  the  work  of  the  aborigines.  Professor 
Schoo.  •  though  not  a  runologist,  was  well  versed 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  manners,  customs,  and  art 
of  the  Indians,  as  is  evidenced  in  his  great  work,  pub- 
lished by  the  government,  on  the  Indian  tribes. 

On  another  pago  are  representations  in  outline  of 
the  characters  on  Dighton  Rock,  and  also  of  a  genuine 
Runic  inscription  from  Greenland,  the  undoubted 
work  of  the  Northmen,  together  with  a  fac-simile  of 
an  Indian  pictographic  inscription  on  a  rock  in  New 
Mexico.  The  latter  is  copied  from  a  wood-cut  in  the 
government  report  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad 
survey.  A  glance  at  the  three  inscriptions  will  show 
the  reader  the  great  general  resemblance  between  the 
characters  on  Dighton  Rock  and  those  on  the  New 
Mexican  rock.  They  were  evidently  executed  by 
people  of  the  same  state  of  artistic  development,  or 
the  lack  of  it,  while  the  Runic  inscription,  which  has 
been  translated,  is  arranged  in  a  systematic  and  read- 
able way,  and  is  composed  of  well-formed  letters  or 
characters.  It  docs  uot  seem  probable  that  the  North- 
men, who  executed  the  Greenland  Runes,  could  have 
descended  so  far  aa  to  scratch  out  the  puerile  hotch- 
potch of  characters  on  Dighton  Rock,  which  bear 
intrinsic  evidence  or  being  the  work  of  a  savage  race. 

Yet  notwithstanding  thnt  the  weight  of  evidence 
is  against  the  supposition  that  this  rock  is  a  relic  of 
the  Norsemen,  as  it  is  also  in  the  case  of  the  Newport 
round-tower,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  accounts  of 


the  Scandinavian  discovery  and  attempted  coloniza- 
tion of  this  continent  in  the  eleventh  century,  as  given 
in  the  "  Antiquitates  Americana*,"  are  substantially 
true,  and  thnt  to  Leif  Ericsson  belongs  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  European  to  land  on  the  shores  of 
"  that  new  world  which  is  the  old." 

A  Dighton  Sampson.— The  extraordinary  exploit 
of  Samuel  Briggs  in  capturing  a  buck  has  been  related 
in  another  part  of  this  sketch.  Samuel  displayed  in 
that  affair  uncommon  pluck,  endurance,  and  tenacity 
of  purpose,  but  his  renown  was  eclipsed  in  the  first 
half  of  this  century  by  the  great  strength,  courage, 
and  prowess  of  another  Briggs,  who  was  known  in 
this  and  neighboring  towns  as  Stout  George.  As  one 
of  the  celebrities  of  Dighton  and  the  product  of  a 
state  of  society  that  has  disappeared  forever,  he  merits 
some  little  mention. 

George  Washington  Briggs  was  born  June  27,  1776, 
in  the  stirring  times  just  preceding  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  He  was  the  son  of  James  and 
Hannah,  and  was  the  fifth  of  ten  children,  six  boys 
and  four  girls.  Several  others  of  the  family  were  en- 
dowed with  great  physical  strength  and  activity,  par- 
ticularly the  oldest  son,  James,  who  is  said  to  have 
nearly  equaled  George  in  these  respects.  These  virile 
family  gifts  were  shared,  though  of  course  in  a  lees 
degree,  by  the  girls.  The  oldest  daughter,  Nancy, 
became  insane  early  in  life.  She  is  represented  as 
having  been  a  very  handsomo  woman,  tall,  finely 
formed,  with  a  queenly  dignity  of  bearing  and  un- 
common muscular  strength,  which  she  sometimes 
used  in  overmastering  those  who  had  charge  of  her. 

George  in  his  early  days  was  a  seafaring  man. 
•  Many  stories  of  his  adventures  on  sea  and  land  have 
been  handed  down,  of  which  the"  following  are  given 
as  specimens.  While  yet  a  young  man  he  was  on  one 
occasion  mate  of  the  ship  "Pomona,"  of  which  Capt. 
John  Pierce,  of  this  town,  was  master.  They  were 
bound  for  Valparaiso  with  a  cargo  of  lumber,  which 
was  part  dry  and  part  green,  the  dry  having  been  put 
in  the  hold  and  the  green,  heavy  lumber  on  deck. 
This  made  the  ship  very  crank  and  top-heavy.  Capt. 
Pierce  was  overfond  of  ardent  spirit*,  his  indulgence 
in  which  often  unfitted  him  for  the  management  of 
the  vessel.  When  nearing  the  end  of  the  voyage 
heavy  weather  was  experienced,  and  the  ship  was  put 
under  close-reefed  topsails.  While  it  was  yet  blowing 
a  stiff  gale,  the  captain,  in  his  usual  semi -inebriated 
condition,  and  as  obstinate  as  the  proverbial  mule, 
came  upon  deck  and  ordered  the  reeb  to  be  shaken 
out  of  the  topsails.  "  Captain  Pierce,"  aaid  George, 
"  the  ship  has  as  much  sail  now  as  she  can  carry.  If 
the  reefs  are  shaken  out  she  will  capsite."  This  re- 
monstrance had  no  effect  upon  the  muddled  intellect 
of  the  captain.1  The  men  were  ordered  aloft  and  the 
reefs  were  shaken  out,  but  scarcely  were  the  topsails 

I  dpt.  fierce  fell  a  victim  to  hi,  haMta  of  Inebrialioa.  Hie  death  <rai 
•-.-•l      Ml  Jumping  oat  ofa  ebambar  window  ,  r*  a  It  of<W«"«w. 
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sheeted  home  and  the  yards  braced  to  the  wind  when 
a  fierce  squall  struck  the  ship  abeam,  and  over  she 
went.  The  deck-load  of  lumber  was  instantly  swept 
off,  but  still  the  vessel  remained  on  her  aide,  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  clinging  for  dear  life  to  the  rigging  or 
belaylng-pins  to  prevent  being  washed  overboard  by 
the  seas  that  swept  over  the  ahip. 

Briggs  was  now  virtually  in  command,  and  deter- 
mined to  make  an  effort  to  right  the  ship.  Tying  a 
line  to  his  waist,  he  crept  along  forward,  clinging  with 
vise-like  grip  to  the  weather  bulwarks,  over  which 
the  waves  were  sweeping,  and  cut  the  lanyards  of 
each  topmaat-Tihroud  in  succession.  The  topmast*, 
unable  to  bear  the  additional  strain,  snapped  off  at 
the  caps,  and  the  ahip  suddenly  righted,  with  all 
her  top-hamper  gone,  and  rolling  like  a  log  in  the 
trough  of  the  sea.  They  drifted  in  this  condition  for 
some  days,  having  scarcely  any  sail  set,  when  they 
fell  in  with  a  mass  of  wreckage,  which,  singularly 
enough,  proved  to  be  the  ship's  top-hamper,  which 
had  been  cut  adrift  when  she  capsized.  The  floating 
spars  and  sails  were  secured,  and  the  ahip,  partially 
rigged  again,  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and  arrived  in 
a  few  days  at  Valparaiso. 

On  their  arrival  in  port  new  peri  la  awaited  the  crew. 
There  was  a  British  man-of-war  in  the  harbor,  one  of 
the  most  dreaded  of  objects  to  the  crews  of  merchant 
vessels,  for  at  that  time  the  crews  in  the  British  armed 
vessels  were  recruited  by  means  of  press-gangs,  the 
brutal  commanders  of  which  were  not  at  all  particu- 
lar whether  the  meu  they  seized  in  their  raids  were 
'  British  subject*  or  not.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
"  Pomona"  in  port,  Briggs  and  three  of  the  crew  were 
on  shore,  when  they  met  a  press-gang  of  nine  men 
from  the  British  vessel.  These  men  were  armed  with 
miiBkets,  with  fixed  bayonets,  though,  as  afterwards 
appeared,  the  guns  were  not  loaded. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  press-gang  accosted 
one  of  the  crew  of  the  "  Pomona"  and  demanded  to 
see  his  protection.  The  man  handed  over  the  docu- 
ment, which  was  such  as  every  American  seaman  was 
obliged  to  carry  with  him,  when  the  officer  imme- 
diately tore  up  the  paper  and  directed  his  men  to 
arrest  the  man.  Another  of  the  "  Pomona's"  men 
met  with  similar  treatment,  his  certificate  of  Ameri- 
can citizenship  being  torn  up  and  the  man  being 
placed  under  arrest.  The  only  man  at  liberty  now, 
beside*  Briggs,  was  an  Englishman  named  Owen,  who 
of  course  had  no  protection,  and  who  did  uot  relish 
the  idea  of  being  impressed  on  board  of  a  man-of- 
war.  Owen  was  an  active,  powerful  man,  though 
less  herculean  in  strength  than  Briggs.  While  the 
press-gang  were  arresting  the  others  these  two  had 
determined  not  to  be  captured  without  a  struggle 
for  liberty.  Briggs  carried  a  heavy  club,  some  two 
inches  thick  at  the  large  end,  on  which  was  an  ugly 
knob.1    Owen  had  also  managed  to  recurc  a  club. 

>  Thli  i-.neor  dul..»bkl.  did  fearful  SMSMIa*  »«  Ih.1  

Is  now  lu  Ibi  poaMS»k»i  of  >  r»U»ll»*  of  llourj.  Brlfgs. 


The  captain  of  the  gang  now  stepped  up  to  Briggs, 
and  in  an  insolent  tone  demanded  his  protection. 
"  There  is  my  protection  I"  said  Briggs,  as  he  dealt 
the  officer  a  blow  over  the  head  that  felled  him 
in  hi*  tracks.  The  two  determined  men  now  rushed 
at  the  press-gang,  dealing  death  with  almost  every 
blow  of  their  club*.  Five  of  the  men  were  killed  on 
the  spot,  and  the  other*  were  placed  hon  de  combat. 
Owen,  or  "Johnny  Bull,"  a*  he  was  called  by  hi* 
shipmates,  received  a  bayonet-thrust  through  the  leg, 
which  in  the  excitement  of  the  wtlee  he  did  not  feel, 
but  when  the  fight  was  over  found  his  shoe  full  of 
blood.  Briggs  and  Owen  thought  it  best  to  keep  out 
of  the  way  after  their  encounter  with  the  press-gang, 
until  the  "  Pomona"  was  ready  to  sail,  as  the  captain 
of  the  British  vessel  had  sworn  to  kill  or  capture 
them,  and  had  a  force  of  men  detailed  for  the  pur- 
pose. In  after-years  Briggs  was  loth  to  apeak  of  this 
adventure,  and  could  never  do  ao  without  tears  in  his 
eyes.  It  was  such  rough  work,  he  said,  that  he  did 
not  like  to  think  of  it. 

On  the  return  voyage  Owen  became  ugly  and  mu- 
tinous, and  Cs.pt.  Pierce  requested  Briggs  to  chastise 
him,  which  he  effectually  did  by  a  single  blow  of  hia 
fist,  sending  the  rebellious  Englishman  reeling  back* 
wards  over  the  windlass.  When  he  finally  picked 
himself  up  all  the  ugliness  appeared  to  have  been 
knocked  out  of  him,  and  he  gave  no  further  trouble 
during  the  voyage. 

Briggs  afterwards  went  to  Liverpool  in  the  "  Po- 
mona," and  while  the  ship  waa  unloadiug  at  that 
port  he  displayed  several  feat*  of  strength  that  drew 
attention  to  him  from  the  sailors  and  wharf- laborer* 
in  the  vicinity.  Among  the  classes  mentioned  it  waa 
deemed  that  the  honor  of  the  city  required  that  a 
man  should  be  found  who  could  beat  thia  young 
Yankee  athlete  in  feats  of  strength.    Among  the 

i  stalwart  porters,  stevedores,  and  coal-heavers  of 
Liver|H>ol  are  always  to  be  found  a  few  men  of 
remarkable  physical  strength,  and  generally  there 

I  is  one  who  so  far  surpasses  the  rest  in  muscular 

j  force  as  to  be  considered  a  sort  of  champion,  to  be 
called  upon  at  auy  time  to  maintain  the  city's 

I  prestige  for  men  of  muscle. 

At  the  time  referred  to  the  champion  strong  man 
was  an  Irish  porter  named  O'Brien,  a  heavily-built, 

I  brawny-limbed  man  of  some  fifteen  stone  weight. 
In  company  with  a  number  of  his  companions  he 
went  on  board  of  the  "  Pomona"  to  challenge  Briggs 
to  a  trial  of  strength.  "  The  top  of  the  morning  till 
yez,  captain,"  said  he,  accosting  Oapt.  Price.  "  Be- 
dad,  it's  meself,  Johnny  O'Brien,  that  wants  to  see 
the  broth  of  a  bye  they're  afther  tellin'  yez  have 
on  board." 

8u  noising  what  the  man's  errand  was,  Oapt.  Pierce 
called  Briggs  up  from  below,  and  introduced  him  to 
his  visitor,  who  at  once  proceeded  to  business,  and 
proposed  a  trial  of  strength  in  lifting  one  of  the  heavy 
ship's  anchors  that  lay  on  the  wharf.    Briggs  readily 
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accepted  (he  proposal,  and  requested  O'nricn  to  show 
his  strength  first.  The  Irishman  accordingly  placed 
hia  hand*  tinder  the  shank  of  one  of  the  huge  anchor*, 
and  with  great  effort  sneceeeded  in  raising  it  so  that 
the  lower  fluke  just  cleared  the  ground,  a  feat  that 
probably  no  other  man  in  the  city  could  have  per- 
formed. It  was  now  Briggs'  turn ;  he  stooped  over 
and  grasped  the  ahank  of  the  anchor,  and  then  re- 
quested O'Brien  to  get  up  on  hia  hnck  and  sit  on  his 
shoulders  while  ho  lifted.  The  Irishman  demurred 
at  such  a  proceeding  at  first,  hut  was  finally  pursuaded 
to  comply  with  Briggs*  request,  when  the  latter 
straightened  himself  up  under  the  combined  weight 
of  the  anchor  and  the  Irishman's  two  hundred  pounds 
avoirdupois.' 

George  Hriggs  was  about  five  feet  ten  inches  in 
height,  massively  built,  broad-shouldered,  deep- 
chested,  large-limbed.  In  the  keen  steel-gray  eyes 
that  looked  out  from  under  his  bushy  eyebrows  there 
were  indications  that  this  was  not  the  sort  of  man  to 
play  tricks  with  or  U>  impose  upon  with  impunity. 
After  he  hod  left  off  hia  roving,  seafaring  life,  and 
had  settled  down  upon  his  farm  near  the  Upper  Four 
Corners,  the  fame  of  his  exploits  became  noised 
abroad,  and  he  had  many  visitors  from  the  neighbor- 
ing towns,  who  came  to  satisfy  their  curiosity  with  a 
sight  of  "  Mom  George,"  not  unfrcquently  interfering, 
to  his  annoyance,  with  hia  work.  It  is  related  that 
on  one  occasion,  while  he  was  at  work  on  the  upper 
part  of  hia  farm,  which  was  quite  a  distance  from  the 
house,  a  stranger  dismounted  at  the  gate,  hitched  his 
saddle-horse,  and  inquired  of  Mrs.  Briggs  for  her 
husband.  She  told  the  man  where  he  was  at  work, 
that  he  was  very  busy,  and  did  not  want  to  be  called 
from  his  work  upon  any  trivial  pretense.  As  the 
stranger  persisted  in  his  desire  to  see  Mr.  Briggs,  she, 
supposing  he  had  some  business  of  importance,  put 
on  her  bonnet  and  went  for  her  husband.  The  latter, 
not  in  a  very  amiablo  mood  from  being  interfered 
with  in  the  work,  which  he  was  hurrying  to  finish 
before  night,  came  down  to  the  house,  where  he  found 
his  visitor  leaning  against  the  wall  by  the  road.  The 
latter  introduced  himself,  and  said  that,  happening 
along  that  way,  be  could  not  go  past  until  he  had 
seen  the  man  about  whom  he  had  heard  such  remark - 
able«tories.  While  he  was  talking,  if  he  had  known 
the  indications,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  seen 
"  danger  signals"  flying  in  Briggs'  eyca. 

"  Well,  my  friend,"  said  George,  "  now  you  have 
seen  me,  you  may  as  well  trot  along  about  your  busi- 
ness, and  I  will  help  you  over  the  wall."  As  ho  spoke 
lie  seized  his  astonished  visitor  by  the  coat-collar  and 
the  slack  part  of  his  trowsers  and  tossed  him  over  the 
wall,  so  that  he  landed  near  the  middle  of  the  road. 


>  Whan  Brl«si  had  ahown  the  Iriih  chnm|4.>n  what  ha  could  <lo  In 
the  «ajr  of  lining  hi>  miggratM  «  «'in»re  flght  to  —  which  m  the  1ml 
nan  with  Ilia  flata,  hot  lh«  lllhernlan,  although  a  wvtad  hrnlear.  rxenerd 
Mmarll  fp.m  antMlng  tlx  Halt  with  ao  formldal  le  «n  nulagnnlit,  and 
UMflchtdJdnotroni*  oS. 


This  story  in  course  of  time  became  exsggerated.  as 
stories  are  apt  to  become,  and  it  was  seriously  related 
that  the  horse  had  been  thrown  over  the  wall  as  well 
as  it*  rider. 

Briggs'  remarkable  constitution  would  probably 
have  curried  him  well  on  towards  his  hundredth  year 
if  he  had  taken  ordinary  care  of  himself.  He  worked 
on  llowland's  Ferry  bridge  while  It  waa  building,  and 
was  accustomed  to  dive  down  in  deep  water  and  ad- 
just the  heavy  stones  for  the  foundations  of  the  piers. 

I  Such  work  as  that  must  have  shortened  his  life  many 
years.  Towards  the  close  of  his  lire  only  the  wreck 
of  his  splendid  physique  remained,  and  he  could  only 
hobble  about  with  a  crutch  or  sit  at  his  front  window 
and  watch  the  passers-by,  many  of  whom  would  stop 

I  to  talk  with  him.  But  even  in  his  decrepitude  he 
had  the  strength  of  two  or  three  ordinary  men.  Hia 

I  son-in-law,  Mr.  Ashley,  relates  that  once,  having  a 
largo  stone,  much  heavier  at  one  end  than  the  other, 
to  place  on  top  of  a  wall,  and  not  knowing  how  to  get 
it  there,  the  old  man  hobbled  out  and  told  him  and 
another  man  who  was  with  him  that  if  they  would 
lift  the  small  end  of  the  stone  he  would  lift  the  heavy 
end,  which  he  accordingly  did  with  apparent  ease. 
While  he  was  in  his  prime  ho  built,  unaided,  save  by 
some  slight  assistance  from  his  wife,  a  Cyclopean  wali, 
horde  ring  the  road,  which  has  attracted  the  attention 
of  thousands  of  travelers  by  its  massive  cap-stonea. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  wall  will  be  permitted  to 
stand  for  many  years,  as  the  fitting  monument  of  one 
of  the  strongest  and  most  active  men  that  this  country 
has  ever  produced. 

Richmond  Hill.— The  moat  considerable  eminence 
in  this  township  is  Richmond  Hill,  in  the  southeast 
part.  Compared  with  Tom,  or  Holyoke,  or  Wachtt- 
sett,  or  even  with  the  Blue  Hills  of  Milton,  ita  eleva- 
tion is  very  moderate,  being  but  little  more  than  two 
hundred  feet,  but  it  is  nevertheless  an  interesting  spot 
to  visit  to  the  student  of  physical  science,  as  well  as 
to  the  lover  of  natural  scenery.  The  view  from  ita 
rocky  summit  takes  in  the  Blue  Hills  on  the  north, 
Mount  Hope  on  the  south,  and  the  Cumberland  Hills, 
in  Rhode  Island,  on  the  west.  Portions  of  the  cities 
of  Taunton,  Fall  River,  and  Providence  are  visible, 

(  as  well  as  the  towns  of  Somerset,  Freetown,  Berkley, 
Attleborough,  Norton,  Raynham,  and  Rehoboth. 
More  than  forty  church  spires  can  be  counted  with 

|  the  aid  of  a  glass  on  a  clear  day  in  winter.  The 
windings  of  Taunton  River  can  be  traced  for  several 
miles. 

The  singular  gorge  through  the  rocks  on  the  top  of 
the  hill  seems  made  on  purpose  to  accommodate  the 
road  that  runs  through  it.  It  is  evidently  one  of  the 
furrows  left  by  the  great  ice-plow  that  tore  ita  way 
over  the  hill  from  the  northward  in  the  last  glacial 
period,  and  which  must  have  reduced  the  height  of 
the  hill  very  materially.  The  marks  of  glacial  action 
are  very  distinct  here.  The  rock  in  place,  a  gray- 
wacke  conglomerate,  or  pudding-stone,  has  been 
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ground  down,  polished,  and  grooved  by  the  stones 
imbedded  in  the  ancient  glacier,  which,  according  to 
Agassis  and  other  scientists,  once  covered  the  north- 
ern portion  of  this  continent  to  the  depth  of  hundreds 
of  feet,  and  slowly  moved,  with  irresistible  force,  in  a 
southerly  direction.  Huge  musses  of  rock  were  torn 
from  this  hill  and  shoved  along  to  the  south,  in  some 
cases,  for  several  miles.  The  large  bowlder  in  Somer- 
set known  as  the  Hanging,  or  Toad  Rock,  and  which 
weighs  probably  more  than  a  hundred  tons,  was  origi- 
nally a  part  of  this  hill. 

The  conglomerate  which  underlies  this  town,  as  well 
as  a  large  portion  of  the  rest  of  Bristol  County,  is 
composed  of  rounded  fragments  of  a  much  older  rock, 
which  were  broken  from  the  parent  ledges  perhaps 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  years  ago,  then  rolled  upon 
the  shores  of  the  primeval  sea  for  a  long  period  of 
time,  until  they  become  rounded  and  polished,  after 
which,  owing  to  an  increase  of  the  temperature  of  the 
earth's  crust  at  this  point,  the  clayey  mud  that  filled 
their  interstices  became  hardened  into  stone  by  heat. 
Then  the  rock  was  gradually  raised  by  forces  in  the 
interior  of  the  globe  to  its  present  height  above  the 
ocean.  Scarcely  any  fossils  are  to  be  found  in  this 
rock.  Some  of  the  nodules  or  pebbles  when  broken 
show  the  blackened  cast*  of  a  small,  bivalve  shell-fish, 
a  species  of  lingula,  an  ancient,  diminutive  represen- 
tative of  the  modern  clam.  The  late  Professor  Wil- 
liam B.  Rogers  visited  the  hill  some  yesrs  ago  on  pur- 
pose to  get  specimens  of  these  fossil  shell-fish.  In  a 
pasture  od  the  southern  slope  of  the  hill  is  a  curiosity 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom.  This  is  a  prostrate  juni- 
per, Junipertu  communi*.  It  is  nowhere  more  than  two 
feet  in  height,  while  its  branches  extend  outward  from  | 
the  centre  to  the  distance  of  a  dozen  feet  on  all  sides, 
making  the  tree  resemble  a  large  green  mat.  Smaller 
specimens  of  this  tree  are  not  uncommon,  but  it  rarely 
grows  to  so  large  a  size  as  the  one  on  Richmond  Hill. 

Hunter's  HilL— About  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
west  of  Beat's  Rocks,  on  Richmond  Hill,  is  Hunter's 
Hill,  an  elevation  somewhat  less  in  height  than  the 
former  and  without  its  rocky  features.  The  hill  was 
a  noted  resort  for  hunters  in  the  early  years  of  the 
town's  settlement,  hence  the  name,  which  it  retains 
to  the  present  day.  From  its  summit  they  could  see 
all  over  the  large  clearing,  or  Indian  plantation,  that 
has  been  described,  and  whether  any  deer  had  come 
out  of  the  forest,  as  they  frequently  did,  to  browse  on 
the  vegetation  of  the  clearing.  Then  the  hunters 
would  hasten  down  the  hill  and  through  the  woods  | 
to  get  within  range,  taking  care  to  keep  to  leeward 
of  the  keen-scented  animals.  At  that  time,  the  date 
of  which  is  uncertain,  although  it  must  have  beeu 
nearly  two  hundred  years  ago,  there  was  probably  a 
log  house  or  hunter's  lodge  on  the  hill.  The  first 
frame  house  that  was  built  there  was  put  up  by  one 
Elijah  King,  who  owned  the  hill  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago.  This  old  house  was  torn  down 
in  1838  by  Rescome  Hurt,  the  then  owner  of  the 


farm,  who  built  a  stone  cottage  in  its  place,  the  only 
stone  dwelling-house  in  the  town.1 

One  of  the  owners  of  Hunter's  Hill  after  King  was 
Capt.  Samuel  Talbot,  brother  to  the  commodore.  He 
married  &pt.  8tephen  Beal'a  widow,  and  had  two  sons. 
After  his  death,  which  was  towards  the  close  of  the 
last  century,  his  widow  and  one  son  emigrated  to 
Kentucky.  At  that  period  there  was  a  Kentucky 
fever  raging  in  this  town,  and  about  twenty  men, 
with  a  number  of  womeu  and  children,  left  for  that 
fur-away  land  at  one  time.  At  Johnston,  N.  Y.,  the 
purty  was  increased  by  the  addition  or  all  of  Com- 
modore Talbot's  children,  who  were  living  in  that 
town.  The  journey  from  Dightou  to  Kentucky  occu- 
pied several  months'  time,  much  of  the  way  being 
through  an  unbroken  wilderness.  All  of  the  emi- 
grants, so  far  its  is  known,  liked  their  new  home  and 
prospered  in  their  worldly  affairs.  Capt.  Sumucl 
Talbot's  widow  wrote  to  her  frieuds  here  when  she 
was  eighty-three  that  she  had  taken  a  long  horseback 
ride  that  day,  and  enjoyed  life  as  much  as  when  she 
was  a  girl.  This  remarkable  rejuvenescence  was,  no 
doubt,  due  to  plenty  of  exercise  in  the  opeu  air. 

In  old  times  there  were  many  more  houses  and  in- 
habitants in  the  vicinity  of  Hunter's  Hill  than  at 
present  There  are  the  sites  of  some  half-dozen  de- 
molished dwellings  to  the  north,  west,  and  south  of 
the  hill,  and  there  are  four  old  cellars  on  Richmond 
Hill.  The  old  King  house,  on  Huuter's  Hill,  which 
was  torn  down  by  Mr.  Hart,  was  ouce  used  by  the 
town  as  an  inoculating  hospital  for  the  smallpox. 
Upwards  of  one  hundred  persons  were  inoculated 
with  the  disorder  there,  und  on  their  recovery  were 
thoroughly  fumigated  in  a  smoke-house  that  stood 
near  the  house.  Old  people,  forty  or  more  years  ago, 
used  frequently  to  tell  of  the  fun  they  had  when  they 
were  in  the  smallpox  hospital. 

Besides  Richmond  and  Hunter's  Hills  there  are 
two  rounded  crests  of  land  in  the  western  part  of  the 
town,  known  as  Davis'  Hill  and  GorTs  Hill,  the  lat- 
ter,  named  from  Elder  OoiT,  being  near  ihe  Rehoboth 
line,  and  the  former,  running  northerly  from  Pill's 
Corner,  also  known  as  Flat  Bock,  from  a  Urge, 
smooth  ledge  of  graywacke  that  crops  out  there,  and 
furnishes  further  interesting  evidence  or  glacial  ac- 
tion in  a  long-past  geological  epoch.  Ledges  of  gray- 
wacke also  crop  out  in  other  purls  of  the  town,  and 
even  in  the  river,  where  it  forms  two  rocky  islets. 
The  most  southerly  of  these  islets  is  known  to  mari- 
ners as  the  Whale  Bock,  it  being  at  some  stages  of 
the  tide,  to  use  the  words  of  Polonius,  "very  like  a 
whale."  The  other  islet  lies  just  above  the  Old  Col- 
ony Iron  Compauy's  wharf,  and  has  long  been  known 

»  Mr.  Il«rt  SSSM  la  Mi  SMTM  lu  IBiO  Trow  MsM,  It.  I ,  .,«!  ksagbl 
lki«         vii  lluMu.lt  Hill.    n.. «...  .  ■„.,.  „f  |uM||„r„„  „B,|  wllb  . 

"•■"««   «•  —  <>••  r«'U*r  ur  iiMir,  w.  ti.n,  or  n  ,u. 

Pi«Mo«,**l  of  Wllll.n  T.  II. n.  .  «v.lil,r  ..„..,,,  .4  Uu.t.,„,  „,l 
fur  BJSMI  Jf«.r.  |Mr.W.„i  of  II..  Nuw  Tu,k  WM|  K.w  tU.gl.iH|  I: „  i „  „.i 
H~cvm.  Ilwt  dlrJ  Nu».«.  ls»,  »|  W»|H|„.  H„  «|r.,  fc,^ 
.lt«l  Jul,  »,  IDS*,  *«  *itfttr<»>M 
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as  Reuben's  Want).  The  Utter  docs  not  resemble  n 
whale,  but  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  tale  to  it,  or  about 
it,  which  is  an  follows: 

The  True  Story  Of  Reuben's  Island.— A*  the 
exact  dale  of  the  incident  about  to  be  related  is  not 
known,  it  might  perhaps  be  allowable  to  commence 
with  the  old  formula  of  the  nursery  talcs,  "  Once  upon 
a  time."  but  it  ia  possible  to  be  a  little  more  definite 
than  that. 

Near  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  there 
lived  in  the  town  of  IlerVlcy,  across  the  river  from 
Dighton,  a  young  man,  a  farmer's  son,  named  Kcnben 
Phillips.  This  youth  had  n  sweetheart  nnmed  Nancy 
Simmons  on  the  Dighton  side  of  the  stream,  whom 
he  was  accustomed  to  visit  on  Sunday  evenings,  and 
perhaps  at  other  times.  It  would  appear  that  he  did 
not  own  a  boat,  but  was  in  the  habit  of  borrowing 
one  with  or  without  the  leave  of  the  owners.  One 
sultry  evening  in  summer  be  started  from  home  just 
nt  dusk,  appareled  in  his  Sunday  suit,  and  came 
down  to  the  crossing-place,  where  he  found  a  skiff", 
which  he  jumped  into  and  rowed,  as  ho  thought, 
across  the  river.  Then  he  got  out  of  the  boat  and 
gave  it  a  push  out  into  the  stream,  knowing  that  the 
wind  would  carry  it  back  near  the  place  from  whence 
he  had  taken  it.  He  probably  thought  that  the 
owner  would  miss  the  boat  and  discover  who  hail 
taken  it;  his  plan  waa  to  go  home  by  the  way  of  the 
bridge. 

After  pushing  off*  the  boat  and  watching  it  till  it 
disappeared  in  the  darkness  be  turned  to  make  his 
customary  short-cut  across  lots  to  the  dwelling  where, 
he  was  pleased  to  think,  somebody  was  anxiously 
awaiting  his  coming.  He  had  scarcely  taken  three 
steps  when,  to  his  astonishment  and  dismay,  he  per- 
ceived (hat  he  was  surrounded  by  water,  and  was,  in 
fact,  on  an  island.  This  was  a  line  predicament  for 
an  ardent  swain  to  be  in:  alone  on  a  rocky  islet 
scarcely  three  rods  in  length,  and  with  the  light  in 
the  front  parlor  of  his  lady-love's  dwelling  twinkling 
in  the  distance,  as  if  in  derision  of  his  mishap.  One 
can  imagine  how  poor  Heuhen  must  have  felt  when 
he  realized  that  he  was  a  prisoner  for  the  night  on 
that  forlorn  little  island ;  how  he  halloed  in  vain  for 
help,  and  how  any  desire  to  swim  ashore,  if,  indeed, 
he  was  able  to  swim,  was  effectually  checked  by  the 
fact  that  his  Sunday  suit  of  clothes  would  be  ruined 
in  the  muddy  water  of  the  flats.  What  made  the 
situation  worse  was  the  fact  that  a  thunder-storm  was 
probable  before  morning,  judging  from  a  dark  curtain 
of  cloud  in  the  western  sky,  and  the  occasional  flashes 
of  lightning  that  lit  up  its  murky  depths.  Probably 
philosophy  came  to  his  aid  alter  a  while,— that  resig- 
nation to  the  inevitable  which  is  expressed  in  the 
homely  proverb  that  "  What  can't  be  cured  must  be 
endnrcd,"  and  he,  perhaps,  sat  down  on  a  rock  and 
watched  the  play  of  the  lightning  in  the  advancing 
cloud,  listening  the  while  to  the  distant  thunder,  to 
the  swirl  of  the  tide  over  the  rocks,  or  to  the  sibilant 


sound  of  the  night-wind,  rustling  the  clumps  of 
coarse  beHcli-gras-s  that  grew  in  the  crevices  of  the 
rocks.  Perha]Mi  he  had  read  "  Robinson  Crusoe,"  and 
compared  his  condition  to  that  of  Crusoe  on  bis 
island,  being  monarch  of  all  he  surveyed.  Yet, 
before  morning,  he  must  have  considered  bis  condi- 
tion much  worse  than  that  of  De  Foe's  hero,  for  the 
tempest,  which  had  been  gathering  ita  forces  during 
the  early  part  of  the  night,  burst  upon  his  unsheltered 
head.  The  next  morning  a  limp,  soaked,  and  shiver- 
ing young  man  was  taken  from  the  island  to  the 
Berkley  shore,  where  anxious  friends  were  awaiting 
him. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  after  the 
above  related  misadventure  Reuben  prospered  in 
his  wooing,  as  the  following  entry  in  the  town 
records  of  Dighton  will  conclusively  show  : 

"  Married,  Oct.  6,  1805,  by  Rev.  Enoch  Golf,  Reu- 
ben Phillips,  of  Barkley,  and  Nancy  Simmons,  of 
Dighton." 

In  the  old  record-book  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
South  Purchase  Reuben's  island  is  called  Cedar 
Island.  In  a  document,  dated  1699,  mention  is  made 
of  the  "landing-place  at  the  point  below  Cedar 
Island."  This  name  would  seem  to  indicate  what 
is  very  probable  that  the  island  then  was  larger 
and  had  more  soil  on  it  than  at  present,  and  that 
it  was  covered  with  a  growth  of  savins  or  red  cedars. 
The  white  cedar,  Cupreuu*  thijoide*,  would  hardly  grow 
on  such  a  spot. 

Dighton  has  natural  advantages  that  ought  to  have 
made  it  much  more  thriving  and  populous  than  it  is. 
It  lias  many  fertile  farms,  is  situated  on  the  banks 
of  a  navigable  river,  and  \«  agreeably  diversified 
by  hills  and  lowlands,  woods  and  meadows.  There 
is  probably  no  healthier  township  in  the  State.  Yet 
emigration  has  depleted  it  at  various  times  of  large 
numbers  of  its  young  men.  There  has  been  an  exo- 
dus of  its  population  ever  since  the  Revolutionary 
war,  sometimes  to  the  Genesee  country,  sometimes  to 
Kentucky,  then  to  Illinois,  to  Minnesota,  to  Kansas, 
or  to  the  mining  regions  of  the  great  West. 

Then  many  of  the  young  men  and  women  of  this 
town,  as  of  most  other  agricultural  towns  in  New 
England,  have  been  drawn  into  the  cities,  which 
thrive  at  the  expense  of  the  country.  There  has,  of 
course,  been  a  counter-flow  of  population  into  the 
town  to  fill  to  some  extent  the  vacancies  left  by  those 
who  have  gone,  but  the  new  comers  have  mostly  been 
of  a  very  different  class,— Irish,  Western  Islanders, 
French  Canadians,  and  others  of  alien  birth.  These 
accessions  have  hardly  kept  the  population  of  the 
township  from  retrograding.  In  New  England  a 
town  that  is  devoted  chiefly  to  agriculture  cannot 
hope  to  keep  pace  in  population  and  wealth  with 
towns  that  are  largely  devoted  to  manufacturing;  it 
is  obvious,  therefore,  that  our  citizens  who  have  the 
means  should  invest  a  portion  of  their  capital  in 
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starting  new  manufacturing  enterprise*  here,  in  such 
kinds  of  business  as  are  sure  to  pay  fair  returns  if 
well  managed,  and  will  employ  a  good  class  of  oper- 
atives. Every  such  establishment  raises  the  value  of 
real  estate,  and  furnishes  a  market  near  at  home  for 
the  produce  raised  by  our  farmers. 

For  many  years  the  farmers  of  this  town  have  made 
a  specialty  of  raiding  strawberries  for  market,  and  the 
town  is  ahead  of  every  other  town  in  New  England  in 
the  acreage  devoted  to  this  berry,  and  the  number  of 
quarts  sent  to  market  reaching  in  favorable  seasons  to 
nearly  or  quite  one  million.  The  crop  is  an  exhaust- 
ing one,  and  requires  large  quantities  of  commercial 
and  other  fertilizers  to  produce  the  best  results. 
Those  who  were  early  in  the  business  found  it  a 
profitable  one,  but  of  late  years  increased  production 
in  this  and  other  towns  has  reduced  the  price  of 
berries  and  the  margin  of  profit. 

In  educational  advantages  Dighton  is  up  to  the 
average  of  towns  of  equal  population  and  wealth,  al- 
though there  is  still  plenty  of  room  for  improvement, 
the  first  necessity  of  which  is  a  larger  appropriation 
of  money  for  school  purposes.  The  best  teachers  now 
command  large  salaries,  and  when  teachers  of  excep- 
tional ability  and  qualifications  are  secured  in  our 
schools  they  usually  stay  but  a  short  time,  being 
drawn  away  by  offers  of  larger  pay  elsewhere. 
Within  a  few  years  the  district  system  bus  been 
abolished,  two  of  the  largest  of  the  ten  schools  have 
graded,  the  number  of  the  school  board  has 
i  increased  from  three  to  six,  and  the  board  has 
been  required  to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  schools. 
All  of  these  changes,  it  is  believed,  have  been  bene- 
ficial in  their  effects.  For  some  years  past  many  of 
our  teachers  have  been  graduates  from  the  normal 
schools.  New  methods  of  teaching  have  been  intro- 
duced, which  have  mostly  given  good  results,  al- 
though, notwithstanding  the  so-called  improved  sys- 
tems of  teaching,  there  are  some  who  doubt  whether 
the  schools  of  the  present  day  turn  out  young  men 
and  women  better  fitted  for  the  battle  of  life  than  did 
the  schools  which  their  fathers  and  mother*  attended. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  the  course  of  this 
sketch  to  the  great  value  and  interest  a  series  of  pho- 
tographs of  the  people  of  the  colonial  period,  or  even 
of  a  much  more  recent  date,  would  have  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  if  it  were  possible  to  obtain  sun-pictures  of 
our  ancestors,  and  the  thought  occurs  that  people  of 
future  generations  will  be  quite  as  much  interested  in 
the  likenesses  of  the  men  and  women  of  to-day. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  and  considering  the  liability 
of  photographs  in  private  hands  to  be  destroyed  or 
lost,  would  it  not  be  well  to  have,  collections  of  pho- 
tographic portraits  under  the  charge  of  each  town  or 
city,  which  would  of  course  furnish  a  secure  place  in 
which  to  keep  them  ?  An  act  of  the  Legislature  would 
be  required  to  legalize  the  plan,  and  the  act  should 
be  so  worded  as  to  make  it  obligatory  upon  towns  and 
cities  to  provide  a  sufficient  number  of  large  pho- 


tograph albums,  each  capable  of  containing  two  or 
three  hundred  portraits,  and  bound  in  the  most  sub- 
stantial manner;  the  act  should  further  make  it  com- 
pulsory for  all  town  or  city  officers,  for  all  clergy- 
men, physicians,  lawyers,  officers  of  the  militia,  or 
masters  of  vessels  to  have  their  photographs  inserted 
in  the  albums  of  the  town  or  city  to  which  they 
belonged,  while  all  other  adult  persons  of  either 
sex  should  have  full  permission,  after  a  residence  of 
five  years,  to  have  their  likenesses  placed  in  the  al- 
bums. The  albums  would  be  in  charge  of  the  town 
and  city  clerks,  and  would  be  kept  iu  iron  safes,  lie- 
tween  the  sheets  of  portraits  would  be  a  sufficient 
number  of  pages  of  linen  paper  to  record  the  names 
of  the  owners  of  the  likenesses,  the  date  of  their 
births  and  of  the  insertion  of  their  portraits,  their 
parents'  names,  and  any  other  facts  concerning  them 
that  it  might  be  deemed  advisable  to  have  recorded. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  people  generally  avail  them- 
selves or  such  a  means  of  having  their  likenesses  pre- 
served for  future  generations  to  contemplate,  and  the 
value  and  interest  of  the  collections  would  increase 
with  the  lapse  of  years. 

The  foregoing  suggestions  arc  rc«|>ect fully  sub- 
mitted to  the  readers  of  this  sketch,  among  whom 
may  possibly  be  some  of  the  Solon*  who  will  be 
chosen  to  the  next  or  future  Legislatures,  and  who 
will,  perhaps,  see  the  utility  of  the  plan  aud  make  an 
effort  towards  its  realization  when  the 
arrives. 


CHAPTER  XX 


DIQIITON .— (  foul  •»••■/ .  ) 


or  roKjtmurr.  to  Wiiu.m 


i  at  u»  in  t*> 


"  To  oil  CbrulLao  oe»|ilo  lu  whom  I  baa 
a/iii  Mrlacuiu,  Clil*r  Sachem  of  Pukau 
BtuuUi,  In  New  Kngle-nd,  fur  and  In  Co 


preaunla  thall  cu««:- 1,  Philip, 
ikel,  lit  llta  .....  i,  j  uf  New  Ply- 
i.MeraUon  l>f  una  hundred  end 


tofty-lhrer  bound*  In  currant  pay,  lu  in/  content,  to  mi.  In  hand  paid 
before  Ika  mliug  ami  delirery  hereof  by  William  Brauton,  Kan, ,  Jainra 
Walktr,  William  Harrcy,  Wallrr  IVane.  Iliclianl  WlU.nnm,  and  John 
Richmond,  all  ..f  Urn  tuwn  uf  Tauntou,  lu  ll.a  colouj  aho.ooal.l,  wh.ro- 
.111.  I,  the  .Id  Philip,  aluu  M.uu-nm.  do  acknowledge  uiywrlf  fully 
and  J.  and  tbarwf,  and  of  erery  part  awl  parcel 


William  Ureuluu,  Jama  Walkar.  \ 

art  William.,. ml  Jul.  i.  Itlclimm.,1,  their  hHra.aaacntura.adnili 
•ihI  otalgia!  lorarer;  hay*  glieu,  granted,  bargained.  e..|J.  ear.-ofTud, 
aliened,  aud  cwnflimad,  and  du  L  y  ilieaa  preeeolt  fully,  freely,  ..  i  abao- 
lulely  gi»t,  gram,  bargain, anil,  enfeoff,  alien,  ink.  oyer,  and  oonBrm 
uulu  Iba  aald  granteee,  to  them  and  llialr  aeaotlaloa,  and  lu  Ibalr  and 
ovary  of  Chair  heir*,  oxiwutluuara,  admtal.lratore,  aud  aaalgua  furavar  a 
carUIn  l*act  of  land  ailuaia,  lying,  aud  balug  euuthwartly  from  Iba 
town  of  Taunton  afureauM,  containing  three  kugllah  mil*.  una  way  .ml 
four  KnglLh  mllea  Iba  other  way,  beginning  al  the  Three- Mile  Uiyer 
(ao  called!,  u/ioj  Nuuieatlcumok,  aim  It  from  the  aald  rlyar  to  rang* 
three  mtlee  toutb  and  liy  weal,  anil  from  lha  •slant  uf  llio  lb  loo  lull.-, 
to  rauga  four  mil, .  wrat  and  by  north  fruui  the  Ureal  Hi.er  (eu  caJMi 
Into  lha  wou.la.and  from  the  nle.it  uf  that  four  mitre  lu  rauga  north 
and  by  eaat  antll  It  meet  with  the  ancient  bounda  of  Taunton  aforaaal.1, 
aud  bounded  outwardly  with  Iba  aforaaald  Ureal  Dietr.  with  .11  Umber 
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nil  •ml  singular  the  privileges,  easement*,  comaiodltlr*,  appnrt*n*r>cea, 
nnil  Immunltlce  of  what  kind  merer  Iherevinto  belonging  or  In  any  >*  ay 
a|H,<rttalnlng,  Mil,  In  particular.  Hie  privilege  of  the  said  Orr*l  River 
for  Hie  navigation  of  any  enrt  of  vessels,  bigger  or  lessor,  and  oil  other 
the  privileges  thereof. 

"  Tn  here  end  to  Imhl  the  eald  tract  «f  land  and  ell  and  every  the 
privllcg*1*  nmt  appnrtriinncra  ea  la  before  rxprreved,  end  ell  (lie  tljsht, 
title,  sad  Interett  which  he,  the  Mklil  Philip,  a/foe  Mstacam,  now  hath, 
or  ran  or  may  hereafter  hare,  either  by  hlmeelf  or  hie  heir*,  executor*, 
sdmlnietrators,  amign*,  or  rarcrrwn  nnto  them,  the  Mid  (tranter*,  end 
i,  end  to  their  and  any  of  their  belra,  executors,  admlnle- 
ito  Ute  proper  nee  and  behoof  of  them  Caterer, 
|o  I*  hobten  according  to  the  tenor  of  test  Oreenwlch,  in  Ilia  M.Jeriy. 
county  of  Kent,  In  free  woe***,  and  not  In  capita,  nor  by  knight*  aer- 


I  In  or  nnto  the  eald  tract  or 
any  part  <ir  parcel  thereof,  or  to  anything  thereunto  belonging,  snd 

doth,  by  theae  |  t.  acknowledge  the  abore  bargained  premise*  to 

be  the  true  and  proper  eetate  of  the  eald  granteaa  and  their  aaaodatea, 
their  helra,  executor*,  administrator*,  and  assigns;  and  Hie  eatd  Philip, 
flliii  Metne'jm,  doth  farther  for  hlmeelf,  hie  hvlra,  executor*,  erimlnie- 
tratnrs,  Ritcrrexor*,  and  avalgn*  prnmlac  anil  engage  with  and  nnto  Clin 
■aid  grantee*  and  their  aaaoclatea  and  to  their  and  every  of  their  belt*, 
ex rcn tore,  admlnlatratora,  and  easlgn*  that  he,  the  aaid  Philip,  allot  Mot- 
era  re,  I*  the  true,  eolf ,  and  proper  owner  of  the  eald  tract  of  land  and 
of  every  l«r1  thereuf,  and  of  all  and  etery  of  the  cessment*,  privilege*, 
and  commmlltlr*  therennto  belonging,  Immediately  liefore  the  aaallng 
and  delivery  hereof,  and  hath  In  himself  good  right  and  lawful  authority 
to  alienate  and  eel  I  the  name,  and  tltat  the  aaid  land,  with  the  privilege* 
d,  la  fair  and  clear,  and  fairly  and  clearly 
t  all  former  gift*,  gmnta,  liergalna,  eel  re, 
ntkma.  mortem  and  Inrnm- 
of  the  world  to  tl.lv  day,  and 
defend 


right,  tides  or  InlaraM  la  or  nnto  the  name,  or  aay  part  or  parcel  thereof, 
from,  by,  or  under  hint,  the  eald  Philip,  *Mne  Melaeam,  or  hi*  helra, 
executor*,  admlnlatratora,  anrceaaora,  or  assignees,  whereby  the  grantee* 
and  their  araoetates,  or  either  of  Ibem,  or  either  of  their  helm,  execu- 
tor*, adoninletraiora,  and  avelgna  ahall  or  Kay  be  ejected  or  orlcted  ont 
of  the  wune,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  moleeted  In  the  quiet  and  peaceable 
poveeaelon  and  enjoyment  thereof;  and  farther,  the  eald  Philip,  allot 
Mrtacom,  doth  for  hlmeelf,  hie  helra,  executor*,  admlnlatratora,  aaccea- 
aora,  and  ***igna  corenant  and  promkee  to,  and  with  the  aaid  grantee* 
and  their  aentrlate*  and  their  and  every  of  their  helra,  executor*,  ad- 
ministrators, and  aaelgne  that  he,  the  aaid  Philip,  «/*■*  Metecum,  upon 
reaaonafde  and  lawful  demand  ahall  and  will  do  and  perform,  or  came* 
to  be  done  and  performed,  any  and  all  «ucb  further  act  or  acta,  whether 
by  acknowledging  thl*  deed  of  aale  or  any  other  kind  whatsoever  that 
ahall  or  may  be  for  tba  more  felly  esanplet] ng  and  conn nning  the  afore- 

■  and  In 

.hair  a%4a.il  •▼•ry  of  their  bcti**. 


,  thl*  let  day 

of  October,  HIT  J,  before  me. 

"  Oo»er*»T  Somiwoarn,  AuitL 
"This deed  I*  recorded  errm-dlnf  to  order  of  Nathaniel  Morton,  sec- 
retary to  the  court  for  the  Jurisdiction  of  Hew  Plymouth,  for  th*  great 
book  of  recorda,  enrolled  folio  «7." 
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The  foregoing  was  copied  from  the  records  in  the 
old  Proprietors'  Book,  now  in  the  town  clerk'i  office 
nt  Dighton. 

The  deed  of  the  other  itrip  of  land,  one  mile  wide 
and  four  miles  in  length  from  east  to  went,  lying  below 
and  adjoining  the  first  tract,  was  signed  by  Philip,  Oct. 
1,  1072.  The  consideration  was  forty-seven  pounds, 
and  the  land  was  conveyed  to  Constant  Southworth, 
treasurer  of  Plymouth  Colony,  who  immediately  trans- 
ferred all  his  right  to  the  committee  of  the  associates 
already  mentioned.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  British 
mnnarchs  still  kept  up  their  unfounded  claim  to  do- 
minion over  France.  Charles  II.  is  designated  in 
the  deed  king  of  Great  Britaiu,  France,  and  Ireland, 
about  as  preposterous  a  claim  as  it  would  be  for  Queen 
Victoria  to  style  herself  queen  of  Great  Britain,  the 
United  States,  and  Ireland. 

The  old  record'book  of  the  proprietors  of  the  South 
Purchase,  from  which  these  documents  are  copied,  is 
an  ancient-looking  affair,  bound  in  untanned  hog- 
skin,  and  having  leather  strings  to  tie  the  covers  to* 
gether.  Some  of  the  writing  in  it  is  very  clear  and 
legible,  and  some  is  written  in  a  cramped  hand,  diffi- 
cult to  decipher.  The  ink  used  was  excellent  in 
quality,  and  is  as  black  as  jet  after  the  lapse  of  more 
than  two  hundred  years.  The  making  of  good  black 
ink  appears  to  be  a  lost  art. 

Hera  follows  the  assignment  of  the  deeds  by  the 
committee  to  their  associates : 

*  7?.r  CbvawriUae'a  IWcmiri™  of,  or  dent,  <e  lleir  Amxiatm  —  Thla  pres- 
ent writing  deelereih  to  all  to  whom  It  may  concern,  that  whereas,  the 
honoured  Court  of  Plymouth,  In  New  England,  granted  to  J  ante*  Walker, 
Senior,  and  John  Richmond,  of  Tanaton,  In  the  colony  of  Plymouth 
•foresaid.  In  order  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land  of  the  Indians  for  the  free 
Inhabitant*  of  the  Townablp  of  Taunton  aforesaid,  as  by  the  recorda  of 
the  aaid  Court  It  may  mora  fully  appear,  the  abors  said  tract  of  land  la 
lying  and  being  on  the  west  ajda  of  Taunton  Great  ftleer,  so-called,  and 
for  the  better  managing  of  tba  said  purchase,  the  free  Inhabitants  of 
Taun tun  aforesaid  Jamas  Walker  and  John  Richmond,  William  Bren- 
ton.  Require,  Lieut.  George  Mecey,  Richard  William*,  Welter  Mesne, 

i  of  Tanaton  aforesaid,  as  a 
of  tba  free  Inhabitant*  of  Taun- 
whatsoevsr  thl*  above-named  committee  or  tl 


and  good  aa  by  th*  record*  of  lbs  tan 
named  committee  obtaining  deads  for  the  • 
lbs  bands  and  saala  of  the  right  proprietors  thereof  to  be  to  the  a 
said  committee  And  their  aaeodatae,  and  to  their  bain,  i 
•salens,  the  said  committee  declaring  under  their  hand*  who  might  be 
their  full  asBodatae  in  alt  respects  whatsosrsr.  In  the  said  tracts  of  land 
named  In  the  said  deeds  from  Philip  Sachem,  all**  Metacum,  end  Mr. 
Constant  Southworth,  treaaarer  for  the  Colony  aforesaid,  dated  th*  SStb 
day  of  September,  1672,  and  the  other  deed  th*  let  day  of  October  In  tba 
year  1672,  upon  condition"  Inserted  In  the  record*  of  th*  said  town, 
bearing  date  the  6th  of  December,  left,  a*  by  tba  record*  of  tba  aaid 
town  may  appear.  Now,  we,  th*  aboreaaM  Committee  do  by  these 
present*  declare  that  those  men  whose  name*  are  underwritten,  and  Bona 
but  those  are  fully  aasodalsd,  and  as  fully,  eomplstaly,  and  irmly  In- 
terested and  entitled  In  the  above  said  tract  of  land,  apsciled  la  tba 
dead*,  aa  this  above-named  Committee  whoa*  ttamss  era 
In  the  said  deeds,  and  a*  equally  latereeted  as  It  la  already  laid 
oat  by  tot  I,  and  In  that  part  of  Ute  aborsaald  land*  which  .hell  b*  bar*. 


forever,  ecknowledglng  these  and  none  I 
all  eandlUons  specified  la  th*  said  . 
the  rjth,  1*71,  a*  aforesaid ;  In  confirmation  hereof  we,  Ute  t 
part  of  the  abore  aaid  Cornell  tie*,  have  eel  our  hand*  under  the  r. 
of  lit*  eaeoclaloe  thla  mi,  day  of  March.  U 
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HISTORY  OP  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Mr.  Gaorge  Short. 
Henry  Andrww*. 
Mr.  (Ilk*  Ollbart. 
Uwkhb  Hoar. 
John  Boll. 
Job  a  Maconibar,  Br 
Jam**  Phillip*. 
John  HathawajF. 
John  Dean. 
Juarph  Wllbore. 
Amtod  Knap. 


lerael  Denne. 
Jonathan  Urlggl. 

J  oho  Turoor. 

Hlch»rJ  8t'C*T. 

John  HodgBs. 
Shadmeh  Wllboro. 
Johu  Smith,  Br. 


Cbrlatopher  Threabir. 
John  PooL 
Edward  Bobbett. 
Edward  Haw. 

i  Oaiwrll. 
i  Wltbarall. 
Hanry  Aodrewi,  Jr. 
Samuel  1  'in. 
Mcbolaa  Wblta,  Sr. 
Samuel  Hall. 
Jamea  Leonard,  Sr. 
TUomaa  Llurohl,  Sr. 
Thome*  Unooln,  Jr. 
Km i.i  i.  Baallk. 
Jaiaa*  Burt. 
Jonah  AttilU,  Sr. 
Oaurgt  Wataoa. 


Eater  Oallop. 
Joaaph  Hall. 
Jamea  Laonard,  Jr. 
John  Llocoln. 
Richard  Slogan*. 
Joaaph  Willi.. 
Mary  Street. 
Nathaniel  Thayer. 
Increase  Boblaaou. 
Thomaa  Ilarrajr,  Jr. 
Ieaac  Deane. 
Earn  Dwano. 
Thomaa  William*. 
William  Wliherell 
Richard  Brlgg*. 
8aroaol  Will  lama. 
Jam**  Walkar,  Jr, 
Paler  Walkar. 
Ureal  Tkraahar. 


Jr. 


"Jams  WAtaaa.  mi  I 
"Warns  in  am  [ata!.] 
"Joaa  RmuaioKD. 

"  T  h  1 1  30th  of  December,  16*4,  tba  Aaaoclate*  aboTO  named  hare  by 
rota  chosao  John  Richmond  and  John  UeUieway  to  aaa  thia  writing 
•tgnad,  aealad,  and  delivered  before  a  magUtmto,  and  atao  to  eeo  It  r» 
corded  In  tba  Ooort  Rolaa  at  l'l  j  mi.  urn . 

"  Gaorga  M«c«j,  Junta  Walkar,  Waltar  Drone,  and  John  Richmond, 
being  tha  major  part  of  tha  Commit!**  eho»e  mentioned,  appaarad  tha 
fMh  of  March.  HNK,  and  acknowledged  tot.  Inatrumaut  to  b*  tbalr  met 


Wallkt,  AuUL" 

When  the  lota  were  mrveyed  .even  roads  were  laid 
out,  running  westerly  from  the  river  two  miles  into 
the  woods,  and  there  was  a  town-landing  at  the  river- 
end  of  each  road.  Afterwards  roads  were  laid  out 
running  north  and  south.  The  red-oak  appears  to 
have  been  a  common  tree  on  the  hanks  of  the  river  at 
that  time,  for  several  of  the  town-landiugs  are  indi- 
cated by  lines  running  to  or  from  red-oak  trees.  In 
one  of  the  documents  of  that  time  the  Segreganset 
River  is  called  the  SequeteganeL  Muddy  Cove  had 
the  same  name  then  as  now,  as  did  also  Broad  Cove. 

The  name  of  Walker  has  been  a  conspicuous  one 
in  the  annals  of  this  town.  In  1635  two  brothers, 
James  and  William  Walker,  came  to  thia  country 
from  England.  James  was  born  in  1619.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Phillips,  settled  in  Taunton,  and  was 


of  the  proprietors  of  the  South  Purchase.  They  had 
five  children  who  survived  them,— James,  Peter, 
Eleazer,  Hester,  and  Deborah.  James' second  wife 
was  Sarah  Rew,  widow  of  Edward  Rew.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  Richmond,  of  Taunton.  James 
Walker  died  Feb.  15,  1691,  aged  seventy-three.  Ac- 
cording to  the  history  of  the  Walker  family,  written 
some  years  ago  by  Rev.  J.  B.  R.  Walker,  of  Holy  ok  e, 
Mass.,  James  was  an  extensive  land-owner,  and  was 
also  interested  in  an  iron-works  and  a  saw-mill.  He 
was  one  of  the  six  proprietors  of  Assonet  Neck,  was 
one  of  the  selectmen  of  Taunton  for  eight  years,  and 
was  a  deputy  to  the  Plymouth  Court  for  sixteen  years. 
He  was  evidently  a  man  of  sagacity  and  public  spirit. 
His  son  James,  born  in  1676,  died  in  1718,  married 
Bethsheba  Brooks,  of  Rehoboth.  They  had  six  sons 
and  five  daughters.  He  lived  at  the  weir  in  Taunton, 
and  kept  a  public-house.  In  his  will  he  left  to  his 
son  David  "  two  lower  lota  in  Dighton,  where  he  uow 
dwells,"  and  to  his  son  Josiah  three  upper  Iota  in 
Dighton. 

Peter  Walker,  son  of  the  first  Janes,  born  in  1649, 
died  in  1711,  was  an  iron  dealer  and  manufacturer,  iu 
company  with  James  Philips.  In  his  will  the  names 
of  three  sous  and  three  daughters  are  mentioned. 
The  inventory  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  pounds,  including  "  homestead,  with  housing,  or- 
chard, willi  little  islaud  joining  to  Nicholas  Stevens', 
his  mill,  with  all  the  land  belonging  to  the  farm, 
being  four  hundred  acres."  According  to  the  Walker 
historian,  Peter's  iron-works  were  on  this  island, 
which  is  formed  by  the  division  of  Three-Mile  River 
at  North  Dighton.  Peter  Walker  lived  in  the  first 
house  north  of  the  Thrce-Mile  River  ou  the  road  from 
Taunton  to  Dighton.  It  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  Stephen  Pierce,  Esq.  It  was  remodeled  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century. 

Hester,  daughter  of  the  first  James  Walker,  born 
in  1660,  died  in  1696,  married  Joseph  Wood  (after- 
wards Atwood),  of  Taunton.  They  were  the  ances- 
tors of  the  Alwoods  of  Taunton  and  Dighton.  Their 
children  were  Joseph,  born  in  1681,  died  Sept.  26, 
1724,  married  Mary  Read,  and  was  a  representative 
in  the  General  Court  from  Dighton  in  1729  (his  daugh- 
ter Hannah  married  Thomas  Roae.ef  Dighton),  John 
and  Ephraim.  Ephraim  Atwood,  son  of  Joseph,  mar- 
ried Ruth,  daughter  of  Col.  Sylvester  Richmond,  and 
he  represented  Dighton  in  the  General  Court  in  1718. 
He  was  town  clerk  for  several  years,  as  was  his  father 
Joseph  before  him.  Ephraim  and  Ruth's  children 
were  Silvester,  burn  in  1725;  Ruth,  born  in  1727; 
Ephraim,  born  in  1737,  and  Joanna,  born  after  her 
father's  death. 

Deborah  Walker,  daughter  of  the  first  Junius,  of 
Taunton,  married  George  Gooding.  He  settled  in 
the  South  Purchase  in  1678,  being  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers. 

James,  son  of  James  Walker,  the  second  of  that 
name,  was  born  in  1674  and  died  in  1749.  Ho 
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ried  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Richmond,  of  Taunton.  L 
He  lived  west  of  Threo-Mile  River,  in  Dighton.  His 
will  gives  tho  name*,  of  four  sons  and  0110  daughter. 
Jame«  Walker's  third  son,  Nathan,  born  in  1677,  died 
in  1747,  lived  in  Dighton.  He  married  Abigail  Rich- 
mond, of  Taunton,  and  they  had  six  children. 

James  Walker,  tho  third  of  that  name,  had  a  son 
David,  who  died  in  1765.  He  was  twice  married,  and 
he  lived  on  the  farm  that  was  south  of  the  one  now 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  Charles  W.  Green.  It  formerly 
belonged  to  Seth  Austin.  David  was  a  member  of 
tbe  legislature  in  1721  and  again  in  1745.  He  was 
one  of  the  selectmen  in  1732,  and  he  held  a  captain's 
commission  in  the  militia.    He  had  nine  children. 

The  third  James  Walker's  son,  Josiah,  died  in 
1749.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  George  and 
Deborah  Gooding.  His  father  left  him  throe  upper 
lot*  in  Dighton.    He  had  four  children. 

Peter  Walker,  son  of  the  first  James,  bad  a  son, 
born  in  1692  and  died  in  1752.  He  married  Mercy 
Richmond.  He  resided  in  Taunton,  and  had  no 
children.  In  his  will  he  gave  "to  my  kinsman, 
Elislm  Walker,  son  of  my  brother  James,  deceased, 
and  to  Eleazer  Walker,  grandson  of  my  brother 
Peter,  all  the  lands  in  Dighton,  excepting  twenty 
acres  given  to  Josinh  Richmond,  and  if  either  Eliaha 
or  Elenxerdie  without  issue,  then  to  Nathan  Walker, 
son  of  Nathan,  and  if  be  die  without  issue,  then  to  tho 
next  of  my  kin,  and  not  to  go  out  of  tbe  Walkers  for 
all  generations."  His  homestead  was  near  the  burial- 
place  which  he  gave  for  tho  use  of  his  kindred,  and 
which  contains  the  oldest  inscription  in  Tnunton. 

Among  the  prominent  individuals  bearing  the 
name  of  Walker  in  this  town  was  Dr.  George 
Walker,  son  of  Co).  Elnathan  by  his  third  wife.  He 
was  Iwrn  Sept  7,  1761,  and  died  Oct.  13,  1844.  He 
married  Thankful  Hurt,  daughter  of  David.  8he 
died  in  1837,  aged  seventy -two  years.  George 
Wnlker  was  about  fourteen  when  bis  father  died, 
and  he  then  removed  to  Middlcborough  with  his 
mother.  When  tho  Revolutionary  war  broke  out  he 
was  drafted  into  the  army.  He  was  in  Capt.  Ed- 
ward Blake's  company,  and  served  in  Rhode  Island. 
After  the  war  he  studied  medicine,  bought  tbe  home- 
stead of  bis  father,  and  removed  there  in  1792.  He 
practiced  medicine  in  Dighton  for  nearly  fifty  years, 
and  frequently  served  the  town  as  selectman  and  as- 
sessor. He  was  also  n  representative  to  the  General 
Court  for  several  years.  He  was  pensioned  for  his 
service  in  the  war.  He  held  a  justice's  commission 
for  nearly  forty  years.  He  was  considered  a  very 
skillful  physician  and  an  estimable  man.  His  son 
George  was  also  prominent  in  Dighton  and  Taunton 
affairs.  He  was  a  land  surveyor,  and  represented 
Taunton  in  the  General  Court  for  several  years. 

Another  prominent  man  in  town  affairs  was  Nehe- 
miah  Walker,  son  of  Elijah,  born  in  1769,  died  May 
7,  1856,  aged  eighty-seven.  He  married,  in  1796, 
Elizabeth  Frances,  who  died  in  1847,  in  her  seventy- 


first  year.  Nehemiah  resided  in  tbe  northwest  part 
of  the  town,  was  a  farmer,  and  was  selectman  for 
several  years,  and  represented  tbe  town  in  the  Legis- 
lature eight  years.  He  exerted  a  large  influence  in 
town  affairs.    He  had  eight  children. 

The  foregoing  are  only  a  few  names  culled  from 
the  many  Walkers  who  have  resided  in  this  town. 
"  The  name  Walker,"  says  Lower  in  his  "Surnames," 
"signified  either  (Anglo-Saxon,  weaken)  n  fuller  or 
an  officer  whose  duty  consisted  in  walking  over  or 
inspecting  a  certain  space  of  forest  ground.  In  tbe 
north  of  England  a  fulling-mill  is  still  called  a  walk- 
mill."  There  was  another  forest  officer,  a  "ryder," 
who  superintended  the  walkers.  He  was  mounted, 
and  his  supervision  extended  over  a  large  district. 

The  following  correspondence  from  the  American 
Silt  Journal,  published  in  New  York,  one  of  the  edi- 
tors of  which,  Mr.  Byron  Rose,  is  a  native  of  Dighton, 
will  need  no  explanation  : 

"  Worth  Dishtos,  Km,  Ftti.  T,  1832. 
"  Koran  or  run  A«uu>  Bilk  Jovana.Lt 

"  llw  Sir, — The  proposed  draae  for  Mrs.  OerflsM  k  by  no  mean*  tho 
Ant  of  entirely  American  growth  and  man  u  fact  are,  Uioao  Philadelphia 
ladles  to  lb*  contrary  notwithstanding.  Oao  hand  red  and  Bfty  year* 
ago  we  made  moat  of  onr  cloth  of  wool  and  Bex.  and  In  Connecticut  a 

llred  In  Meruit  eld,  Conn,  where  ah*  waa  employed  In  railing  etlk- 
wortna,  reeling  the  altk,  dyeing  tho  aaew,  ate.  At  that  time  onljr  eew- 
lag-aUk  waa  made  from  the  .mootl,  threarla,  aa  reeled  from  tho  eocoone, 
the  great  er«l.  ami  float,  or  low,  aa  torn  called  II,  waa  made  Into  cloth, 
etocking-yarn,  etc.  The  roogh  ailk  amounted  to  about  one-third  of  tho 
whole.  In  Mil  my  father  and  mother  wore  married  and  aeltlad  In 
Bristol,  It.  I.  finding  mulberry-tree  a  there,  aba.  In  ISIS,  font  to  Coo- 
necllcfitand  obtained  oilk-worm  eggs,  and  made  from  the  cocoona  ralaod 
from  them  the  Bret  allk  erer  made  In  tho  Slate  of  Rhode  laland.  In 
1*25  my  leuenta  raoeed  lo  Dighton,  and  In  my  peraonal  remembrance, 
from  1KW  for  many  yeare,  allk  made  by  my  family,  who  raleed  tho  mul- 

Imrn-trnes,  tllk- worms,  coonona,  and  all,  waa  a  common  thing  

*'  It  la  safe  lo  any  that  of  the  tone  of  allk  that  wore  grown  In  thte  conn- 
try,  Hourly  one-third  waa  made  into  homespun  cloth.  My  mothor  made 
allk  for  herself  from  1SI3  to  1SST,  a  period  of  forty-four  yean.  I  utyeelf 
hare  had  pantaloona  and  Teats  mads  from  allk  wo  grew,  but,  though  I 
•dhl  walk  In  allk  attire,'  I  derised,  ao  far  at  1  can  remember,  but  little 
pleasure  therefrom,  for  the  rorarity  of  tho  worms  compelled  me.aaabny, 
rta  of  weather  lo  gather  leares  for  than  to  eat. 

"  timet  W.  Hast." 


'  Enttok  or  titi 
«  Dnr  80,-Mra. 


Talbot),  who  was  alas  a  resident  of  ] 
from  which  aha  card) 
the  dress  nfwhteh  you  hare  bean  Informed,  and  a  piece  of  which  I  err  does 
herewith.  It  waa  mads  from  ths  tow  of  the  allk.  Mrs.  Hart  and  Mrs. 
Talbot  also  mads  a  Urge  amount  of  Tory  nice  eewine-sJlk,  My  grand- 
mother'a  rimes  must  hare  lwrn  made  between  forty  ami  fifty  yeare  ago, 
and  the  assertion  that  the  pro|ioaod  drees  for  Mrs.  Garfield  Is  the  Bret 
American  allk  drees.  In  both  culture  and  manufacture.  Is  certainly  open 
to  question. 

"  Lima  A.  Dukraa." 

As  Dighton  initiated  the  culture  and  manufacture 
of  silk  in  this  State,  it  would  seem  a  very  appropriate 
place  in  which  to  carry  on  its  manufacture,  at  least, 
on  a  large  scale,  and  in  which  to  build  up  a  thriving 
village  devoted  to  the  business,  like  that  of  8outh 
Manchester,  in  Connecticut.  Land  is  cheap  here, 
there  are  good  facilities  for  reaching  the  markets,  and 
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there  is  no  town  debt  to  make  taxation  high.  All 
that  is  needed  are  men  of  business  enterprise  and 
capital. 

Dighton  in  the  Wax  of  the  Reb,llion.-With 
scarcely  an  exception  the  people  of  this  town  were 
intensely  loyal  to  the  Union  cause  during  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  responded  promptly  to  the  several 
calls  of  the  government  for  men.  The  following  men 
were  in  1861  and  1862  mustered  into  the  Seventh 
Regiment,  Col.  Couch  commanding,  most  of  them  for 
three  years:  Daniel  D.  Andrews,  licnry  C.  Talbot, 
Elhanan  Ingalls,  James  E.  Rawaon,  Augustus  F. 
Gammons,  Frank  Rose,  Gustavus  Fisher,  Frederick 
Wink,  Frank  Wink,  Daniel  Edson,  Jr.  (quarter- 
master), George  R  Ingalls,  George  T.  McLane,  Leon- 
ard Hathaway,  Benjamin  F.  Williams  (corporal), 
William  Martin,  John  W.  Pitts,  James  L.  Gay,  Wil- 
liam E.  WHlker,  George  Perry,  George  T.  Briggs, 
William  0.  Brown,  George  R.  Trafton,  Henry  H. 
Jones,  Isaac  Hathaway,  Henry  E.  Reed,  William 
Hathaway,  James  H.  Luther. 

The  bounty  paid  at  that  time  was  fifteen  dollars. 
Five  of  the  above-named  men  deserted,  vis.,  Henry 
C.  Talbot,  Elhanan  Ingalls  (afterwards  re-enliated  in 
New  York;  was  wounded  and  discharged),  Frank 
Rose,  Frederick  Wink,  and  Frank  Wink.  Of  the 
others,  Augustus  F.  Gammons  was  discharged  and 
re-enlisted  in  1864  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps; 
Leonard  Hathaway  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant ; 
John  H.  Pitta  re-enlisted  in  1864 ;  James  L.  Gay  died 
Aug.  29,  1862.  William  E.  Walker  re-enlisted  in 
1864,  was  taken  prisoner  in  front  of  Richmond,  and 
after  six  months'  imprisonment  was  discharged; 
George  T.  Briggs  re-enlisted  in  1864;  Henry  H.  Jones 
died ;  Isaac  Hathaway  and  Henry  E.  Reed  re-enlisted 
in  1864  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  United  States 
Army ;  the  bounty  of  those  that  enlisted  in  this  corps 
was  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  following-named  mea  enlisted  for  three  years 
in  the  Eleventh  Rhode  Island  Regiment:  Oliver 
Jonee,  Orlando  Falee,  Phineas  M.  Pratt,  and  Dennis 
Flatry. 

The  following  enlisted  in  1862  in  the  Twenty-fourth 
Massachusetts :  George  F.  Fales  and  Jeremiah  N. 


Charles  T.  Jones  enlisted  in  the  Forty-third  Mas- 
sachusetts; was  taken  prisoner  and  imprisoned  for  six 
months  at  Andersonville;  he  escaped  in  November, 
1864, 

The  following  enlisted  in  Rhode  Island  regiments: 
John  Garroll,  Third  Rhode  Island  ;  Nathaniel  Brown 
(promoted  to  colonel,  and  died  at  Port  Royal) ;  Fred- 
erick L.  Brown,  son  of  Col.  Brown,  enlisted  in  the 
Third  Rhode  Island ;  William  Pratt  and  George  H. 
Stratton,  in  the  Third  Rhode  Island;  John  O.  Mar- 
vel, in  the  Fifteenth  Connecticut ;  Ebcnezer  L.  Briggs, 
in  the  First  Rhode  Island ;  Edward  P.  Lincoln  and 
Calvin  M.  Perkins,  in  the  Thirty-third 
Benjamin  P.  Jones,  in  the  Fortieth 


(was  mustered  in  Sept.  8,  1862;  he  died  of  fever  in 
the  hospital  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va.,  Jan.  9, 1865) ; 
Benjamin  P.  Jones,  Jr.,  John  G.  Walker  (died  in  the 
service),  Joseph  Spencer,  Thomas  A.  Briggs,  Edward 
B.  Marvel,  Albert  Duulap,  Martin  F.  Kinney,  Henry 
R.  Briggs,  Horace  N.  White,  E.  Bradford  Gay,  Ed- 
ward E.  Wade  (killed  in  battle  May  20, 1864), Samuel 
B.  Waste  oat,  Hodijah  Baylies,  James  L.  Spooner, 
Daniel  Fish,  and  Johu  A.  Briggs,  all  enlisted  in  the 
Fortieth  Massachusetts  (bounty,  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars) ;  Joneph  ll.Cliaceaud  Frederick 
W.  Shaw,  in  the  Seventh  Massachusetts,  June  11, 
1861 ;  Robert  Crossman,  Herbert  A.  Chace  (discharged 
March  27,  1863),  Nathan  O.  Walker,  Edwin  Haskins, 
George  A.  Walker,  Josiah  L.  Horton,  Oliver  H. 
Briggs,  Henry  N.  Quff,  L.  C.  Smith,  Adam  Wink, 
Albert  8.  Pratt,  John  Williams,  Baylies  R.  Chace. 
Sylvauus  D.  Jones,  Alvin  C.  Lincoln,  Henry  A. 
Williams,  Samuel  Hardy,  Henry  M.  Westcoal,  Wil- 
liam H.  Belden,  Nathaniel  M.  Babbitt,  James  O. 
Reed,  Stephen  N.  Smith,  Charles  H.  Talbot,  Charlea 
H.  Briggs,  Edwin  Chace,  and  James  M.  Evans  were 
mustered  into  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Sept.  23, 186S 
(bounty,  two  hundred  dollars) ;  Henry  F.  Root,  Arthur 
A.  Hathaway,  Andrew  C.  Pratt,  George  L.  Walker, 
George  8.  Whitmarsh  (died  at  Readville),  Oliver 
Jones,  Truman  S.  Gay,  and  Oliver  H.  Briggs  were 
mustered  into  the  Fifty-eighth  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment in  1864. 

The  following-named  men  served  in  the  navy: 
George  W.  Cobb  (2),  Benjamin  Cobb,  Jr.,  Thomas  A. 
Spencer,  Joseph  W.  Spencer,  Josiah  T.  Horton,  John 
Walinaley,  Henry  B.  Jones,  George  E.  Pierce,  and 
William  T.  Blake. 

According  to  the  records  there  were  ninety-five  men 
who  served  in  the  army  from  Dighton,  and  nine  in 
the  navy,  or  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  four.  The 
large  debt  contracted  by  the  town  for  war  purposes 
has  been  entirely  paid  off,  but  no  memorial  has  yet 
been  erected  to  the  memory  of  those  who  died  in  the 
service  or  the  government. 

The  following  article  from  the  New  York  Time*  of 
Dec.  15, 1853,  concerning  a  native  and  former  resident 
or  Dighton,  explains  itself.  It  was  received  too  lnte 
to  be  inserted  in  the  body  or  this  sketch,  and  is  there- 
fore placed  in  the  appendix.  A  sister  of  CapU 
dleton  is  still  living  in  this  town : 

"A  Haao  Who  ui  Oom— Tin  Baariar  **o 
■apb  Otrt.  Odailxs  b.  PuotKTuB  aaowa.— Th*  raeaat  daath  of  Cu?t. 
Cbarla*  b.  t'andliriou,  wbu  died  at  bla  ruldauca  to  Bruuklyu  on  Cb  nat- 
ulan, and  ni  Marled  at  Cypxaa  llillauo  Wadnaaday, rtcaili  la  tba  aiiada 
of  all  old  Haw  Yorkan  llietoaaof  Ikaataajaaklp  'San  fraacfata'  la  IBM, 
ona  of  tlia  uuart  UrriWa  ocean  calawlUaa  on  raeord  la  lata  coualry,  by 
wbicbovar  too  bundled  and  Ahjr  lieaa  wata  loet-  (Taj*.  rWlUtuu  was 
a  natlra  of  Maaaactiuaatla,  bat  lug  bean  bora  la  Dig  liU>n,  April  U,  HIS. 
Ha  went  to  aaa  wbee  a  lad,  end  gradually,  by  pereevaranre,  auvrgj,  aad 
untiling  labor,  worked  bli  way  op  from  Uia  iwalliua  of  '■nonkay,'  a* 
tba  buya  on  wiling  taaaala Kara  called  t it  tboae  day  a,  to  thai  of  luaalar  of 
Uia  |wkei -akin  '  Lucy  Tlioniueuu,'  wbleb  wa*  eo  lung  and  favorably 
known  In  tba  Irndt  between  Uila  city  and  Liverpool,  Capt.  Pendleton 
commanded  tbia  ablp  for  fourteen  yearn,  unlll  19*1,  wbaa  h*  abandoaad 

la  tba  ana  of  Jobn  W. 
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I  *  Co.,  Importer*  *nd  oamroMaa  m.rrhant*,  M  No.  43  Broadway. 
In  thla  lAiMnnm  Opt.  Pendleton  continued  lo  th*  day  *f  Mb  death,  lie 

IMTM  •  INN  .nil  IhtM.  daughter*. 

•■Itwa.  whit*  In  fr.mm.nd  of  th.  'Lacy  Tb..n,pt..u,1  In  1853.  that 
public  attention  an*  Brat  called  toCl.pl.  Pendleton  by  hi.  men. of  mum 
or  Ih*  puMim  of  th.  Ill  fated  'San  Franrlac..,-  and  eapeclally  by  lit* 

manner  of   line  hi.  al.l.   Th.  'San  rr.nrl.ou'  »  .  new  •tram- 

.hip.  owned  by  Mr.  Aaplnwall,  and  built  eapeclally  for  th.  California 
trad*.  Sha  waa  of  two  thouaand  A*,  hundred  lun.  burthen,  and  iu 
rrg*r,led  ..  on.  of  th*  fli>**1  •teamen  th.t  «t  aalled  from  thin  port. 
8b.  atarted  on  h.r  Ant  troy**,  from  Now  York  Deo.  II,  1853,  baring  on 
board  al.oti  tlx  hundred  mhI»,  Including  officera  and  cr.w.  Among  the 
peeie-riger*  were  eight  rompanlr.  of  Ih.  Thirtieth  Regiment  I'nlled 
Still.-"  Arilllerr.mmprtalngalxoil  Bv.bnndretl  man, bound  for  California, 
nndrr  command  of  Ool.  William  (.aire,  and  a  nnmi*rof  ladle*  and  chil- 
dren rtitn| ■ .. i r  ■  iho  f.tnlllr.  of  the  officer*  of  Ih.  rt nlm.nl.  The  1  Rnn 
Franciaro'  aalled  with  fin.  weather  and  Rood  prrapart*  for.n  **e«ll*wt 
voyag*,  lot  on  Dec*mb.r  27th,  » h»n  only  three  daya  oat  of  port,  a  ter- 
rific £.1.  waa  eiiormnfared,  and  th.  n«  atramahlp  prorMl  to  b.  totally 
auman.geabte  iu  Ih.  heavy  am..  On  Ih.  flrat  day  or  th.  Mora  iter 
maata  VMM  l>y  Ih.  board,  and  on.  hundred  man  war.  awrpt  overboard 
and  b-t  by  on.  po.arfnl  eea.  For  Ave  daya  aha  labored  In  th.  rolling 
wave*,  threatening  at  every  moment  lo  founder,  end  each  ilay  a  Bomber 
of  aof,.rtonal«  war.  tv.pl  Into  tha  ara  and  drowaed.  To  add  lo  Ih. 
liomire  of  Ilia  eitualion  th*  Bailor*  began  to  drink  haarl! 
tha  atore*  of  th*  primer,  ami  all  dlar-lpM"*  »t  an  *nd  on  Hh 
ahlp.  Tb*  cholera  alan  broke  nnt  on  th.  dlamantlad  vaeeel,  and 
war.  prostraf*d  by  thla  etoargr,  an  tliat  there  *e*t»«rt  to  be  only  00. 
d*>*M  for  all,— d*»th  try  drowning  or  deetructlon  by  th.fell  dlaoaae.  On 
P*r*mli.r  29th.  however,  th.  bark  'K  liber,'  Cant,  Lowe,  w*a  apnkeo,  and 
ah.  look  t>ff  upward  of  a  hundred  of  Ih.  paaaengere.  Two  daya  later 
Ih.'  Thr*.  Belle,'  C.pt-  Crelghtnn,  who  died  a  abort  time  ago,  rcacoerl 
another  lot,  and  mi  J>n.  2,  1*84,  tb.  1  AnlarcUr,'  Cap!  fttininer,  took  th* 
ranuiliiilrrof  ih*  pa*aei*ger.  from  tli.  *lnklng*hlp,  which  anon  aftoraank 
l»*nenlh  tb.  wavce. 
"  The  •  K  Wary.'  when  alia  look  lb.  pnaarngera  front  th.  1 8an  F ranrlaco,' 

waa  •  II  in  dlatrce*.   She  ha-l  bran  out  forty-eight  daya,  waa  abort  of 

proT  lalone,  and  bad  only  one  caak  of  water  to  aerve  ont  to  h.r  own  crew 
and  lb*  *lranger*.  CapL  Murray,  however,  thonght  It  probabte  that  ha 
would  meet  Man  vreael  anon  which  would  rtll.T.  him  of  hi*  rharg*,and 
h.  r.fnaed  lo  lr.v«  iha  roan  to  dla  on  lb.  •Sao  Franciaco.'  For  fifteen 
daya  th*  1  Klll^y'  >ped  along,  mealing  bo  elilp  and  .nronnterlng  hraty 
galea,  which  apllt  h*r  aalla  ami  alm.-t  illtroanllral  h.r,  while  h.r  pro- 
«Mon.  Iiad  l»*n  rrdncwd  lo  anch  a  low  abb  that  for  nmrly  l.n  daya  a  hand- 
fnl  of  parched  corn  waa  all  tlmtcnold  Im  allowed  to  earh  peiattn  on  lioanl. 
Mop*  ttf  dellt.rnnc*  hiwl  w*lt-nlgh  Awl,  when,  on  January  13th,  Ilia 
'  l^icy  Thompaon.'  ('»]•!.  P.ndletou,  waa  alghlnd,  and.  In  auaw«r  In  th. 
I  of  dl«tr*a>  abnvn  bt  111.  *  Klllwy,'  lay  to,  .HUongh  a  trrrlAc  gala 
ta  Mowing  ami  th*  ana  ran  dangeronaly  high,  ('apt  IVndleton  a*nl  a 
al  In  Ih*  '  Ktlbey,'  and  on  aacettalnlug  th.  condition  of  thlnga  on 
Iha  tew.*!  offered  lo  tak*  on  lb.  1  Lucy  Tlinmpanii'  on.  hnndml 
of  th*  paa*eng*ra  of  th*  '  flan  FrancJarn,'  niol  lo  fnrnlah  provlalona  lo  tha 
*  KHbay.'  It  waa  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  and  danger  to  irnoeaer  tha 
paaaengera  willi  iho  hpavy  aea  running,  Uit  Ih.  work  waa  aafaly  dun., 
and  Ihr  two  Traaela  proceeded  on  their  way,  th.  '  Kllbey'  to  Beaton,  and 
th*  '  l,u<  v  Thnmiaarn'  to  thla  port.  Col  (inlea,  na  anon  ne  haboardial  tli. 
1  ftMrjl  Thompwrn,'  aeni  hia  quartermaater  to  ('apt,  IVndleton  to  ami  re 
him  that  he  ahnnld  b.  |aild  well  for  hl<  ream,  of  lb.  Unltad  8latea  off  ■ 
era  .ml  auldiera.  To  Iht.  Iha  captain  repltnl  that  lie  hnd  don.  only  hla 
dnty.ainl  he  eonld  not  Ihlnk  of  taking  money  for  earing  human  life. 
Capl.  Pendleton  continued  lo  hold  thla  noble  .lew  of  bla  duly  to  th.  day 
of  hi.  dralh,  refiialng  lo  put  In  any  claim  fitr  |wymenl  agalnal  the  guv- 
Hod..  «.  by  hi»  friend.,  and 
i  and  were  duly  paid  for 
Tli*  'Irfiry  Thompeon'  nmred  her.  with  Iha  readied 
er*  Jan.  Ill,  IRAI,  and  t'nj  t  P.ndl.lon,  with  th.oth.r  captain,  of 
th.  veaaela  who  hwl  taken  the  |>eople  from  Ih*  '  San  Franciaco,'  were  Iha 
h*r.ww  of  the  hi.tr.  Tli*  merchants  of  Ihla  city  contrllmteil  ovor  aji 
thnnaand  rbdlara  for  a  tealimonlnl  lo  lie  given  to  the  rapt  line,  and  at  a 
public  dinner  Capi.  r.ndlrton  waa  preaented  with  a  handaome  eervlre 
of  pl.t.,  valued  at  two  thoueand  dollara.  Thla  waa  Inac ribwl,  •  rreaenterl 
by  th.  mercbanla  and  dllKana  of  N*w  Yol  k  lo  Capl.  C.  I!  r*nd1«rnn,  of 
tli.  ahlp  M  l.tH-y  TlM.nipann,*'  .a  a  tcilmonl«l  of  tb.  appieclnlbrn  of  hia 
human,  and  g.illant  elfutla  In  aamiatiog  to  aav*  the  imaaeneera  and  crew 
of  thettennwhip"8an  Franciaco"  after  the  lerHBc  gal*  of  the  24lh  1)*- 
reml«>r,  IMaV  The  cillwM  of  Ihwtou  alao  ami  lo  (apt.  I'.ndlelon  a 
a.  allver  pllcher,  ami  from  fhlladelidila  cam*  a  puree  of  Iwo 


harmred  and  flfly  dollara.  Thla  money  ha  Inveeted  In  a  picture  deacrip- 
tlve  of  the  reatu*  of  the  paaaengera,  painted  by  Waller*,  Iha  Liverpool 
artlet  In  after-yeara  the  houee  or  CapL  Pendleton  waa  i 
of  reunion,  of  tha  reecued  paawengari  of  Ui*  *8aa  Fraltclaoo.' " 

TOWN  CLCI 
1712.  Joarph  ftean. 
1717.  CV.pl.  J.red  Talbot 
I7I».  Joarph  Atwood. 
1720  Jaml  Talbot. 
17.1   Joeeph  Atwood. 
17U.  Kphralm  Atwood. 
17(11.  Kara  Richmond. 
IT.*.;.  Snmnel  Btleg>- 
17 VI,  Gerahoni  William*,  Jr. 
17V,.  Nathan  Walker. 
17M1.  F.i'hrnlm  Atwood. 
IfM.  AMexer  Phillip*. 
17»1  Thomna  K  Rich  mond. 
1785.  David  Whltni-trah. 


17M.  AMesar  Phillip*. 
1*06.  Joeeph  OoodlBf,  Jr. 
1809.  John  Hathaway,  Jr. 
1813.  Joaeph  Talbot. 
1818.  John  P.  Terry. 
IWO.  Jonathan  Jonea. 
1841.  Leonard  OoodlBg. 
IMS.  William  B.  Bmltb. 
1846.  Leonard  Gooding. 
1858,  A.  W.  PanL 
1858.  Oenrga  K  Gooding. 
1881.  William  Wood. 
1871.  0.  A.  Shove, 


RKI-Rt-SKXTATIYES.  TO  THE  GENERAL  COURT  FROM 
DIGHT0N. 

182A.  Darlaa  Perry. 
1*27.  Nathaniel  Whaaler. 


1710.  Ephralm  Atwaod. 
17X1.  Benjamin  Crane. 
1722.  Jared  Talbot 
17»-i4,   nn-*8,  1733. 

Sliova. 
1710.  Joaepli  Atwood. 
1783, 1764-67.  Kara  Richmond. 
1771-74.  Elnathan  Walker. 
1774.  Dr.  William 
1776-78. 
1770-*i.  178.1. 
1784-8S.  Thomna  n. 
17H6.  Klkanah  Andrew*. 
1787. 

1701-92, 1818. 
1701-W.  Thoma*  Church. 

1706. 1801-  18.  Rnfaa  WhIUtiarah. 

1700. 1802- 3,  18U0-11.  Geo.  Walker. 
I  1800.  Hi  George  Ware. 


1820  -  30,    1832  -  36.  Nehemlah 

Walker. 
1836-.T7.  David  Hathaway. 
1638.  Willi. in  Pack. 
1840-41, 1846-62.  Anthony  Shove. 
1842-44.  Joeeph  Pitta, 
1847.  ' 


Jon. 


I  Jon 


1841.  William  L. 


1866.  Benjamin  Trapton. 
I860.  Jonathan  Pratt.1 
18*13.  Wllllaai  Wood.1 
1866.  Janae*  II.  Coddlag.* 
1804-6, 1807-11,  1613,  1821.  John  I  1««8.  Rev.  K  Dawea.* 

187».  Dr.  Chart**  Talbot.' 
1877.  J.  A.  I/*wla.« 
1882.  F.  A.  llorr." 


Ilalliaway. 
1613-14.  Leonard  tl.Uiaway. 
1816.  Jeremiah  Jobn. 
1817-23.  Dr.  William  Wo.l. 


It  will  bo  seen  that  for  some  years  Dighton  was  not 
represented  in  the  Legislature,  and  during  several 
years  had  two  representatives. 


SELECTMEN  OF  DI0UT0N. 
Edward  Paul,  1714-16, 1720. 
Samuel  W Allium,  1714-18. 
Benjamin  June*,  1714-16,  1731-32, 

174(1.  1742-48,  1760,  1764,  1768, 

1768. 

Joaeph  Atwaod,       •  10,  1746-68. 
Col.  Ebenen-r  Pitta.  1716-17,  1710. 
1722-23,  1726. 

1717-lt. 
1718. 

Jarod  Tail.*,  1720-26. 
Edward  Shove,  1720-23,  1716-29, 
1731. 

David  Walker,  1721-23,  1725-31, 

1761. 
John  Burt.  1721. 

Alnaham  Shaw,  1727-39, 1733, 1740. 
Daniel  Axtll,  17j[». 
Jo**|4i  Dean,  1732-63. 
Jualah  Tallmi,  1733-34,  1730-40, 
1742-44.  1746,1748, 1160. 


Garahom  Crane,  1733-34. 
Sllveeter  Richmond,  1734, 1742-43, 

1746-46,  1748, 1751, 1763, 1767. 
Kphralm  Atwood.  1730-40, 1764. 
Joelah  Walker,  1744-46. 
Oliver  Simmon*.  1746-48. 
David  Whllmanb,  1760-68,  1777- 
78. 


Elnathan  Walker,  1764-66,  1748, 

1760-61,  1704-66,  1768-72. 
George  Pitta,  1766. 
Oonetant  Simmon.,  17S0. 
Bamnel  Shaw,  1760. 
Kbenesar  Stataon,  1761. 
Job  Wloalow,  1763. 
0*i.hom  William*,  1703-66,  1798- 
72,  1774, 1T78. 


1  SUIh  Brlat.d  Diatrkt. 
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John  Plarea,  lTM-ue,  17«*-71 , 177.1. 
Bath  Brl«a,  1772-74. 
Joaaj>h  Gooding.  1 77  j. 

i  Dajrllaa,  1774-66. 

Jr.,  1778, 1778- 


1778. 


Fatar  Pitta,  1777-76. 
Elijah  Watksr,  1778. 
Bkanah  Andrawa,  1779,  1786-86. 
Hiiikg  Wllllaoia,  1780,  17hi»  tin 
Rulu.  Whllmarab,  1780,  1782-84, 
1780-86,  17W,  1800-5,  1811-13, 
1116-17. 
Thumai  Church,  1711. 
William  Brown,  1TBI. 
Jawta  Dug,  1781-84. 

I  8.  Richmond,  1783. 


Kbaaaaar  Talbot.  1820-23,  1828-30 

I.  .1 1  !irr  T»"  ..I,  1814-17. 

Maltha*  Bri((i  (id),  1826-30. 
CUarlta  Whitman!),  18.11-34. 

OooJI,.  kl  1831-33,  1837. 


Ablathar  Wl.lt.,  1834. 


1787-88. 


I  I'll  ill 17S4,  ]grj0-3, 1806. 
,  Williama,  1789, 1800-1. 
Jauaa  BriWa,  1802-3. 
08t8«l  Brtgga,  1804-8. 
Samual  Bl.pbao«,  1804-8. 
Sll»Mt*r  A I  wood,  Jr,  1805. 
XiihtaJm  Hathawaj,  Jr,  1808. 
Joalah  Ward  wall,  1807-8. 
Ooorjo  Walkar,  1807-8. 
Joha  Walkar,  1808-14. 
Nabainlah  Walker,  1810-14,  1828- 

32,  1834-37, 1883. 
Samual  Daan,  mo. 
Dr.  wi  I  nam  Wood,  1814-13,  1817- 


Bamu.1  Dark, 

1 882, 1864. 
Anthony  Sho-a,  1840-13, 
Saamal  Walkar.  184U-44. 
Cbarlna  ll.Oraan,  1841-43, 1848-62. 
Joaa|di  Pitta,  1844-46. 
Cjnia  Ooudlag,  1844-46. 
Gldaon  Walk.r,  1846. 
Abutter  Walkar.  1861,  1866-68. 

1868,  188U. 
Ollrar  Katon,  1863. 
Alfrad  W.  Hand,  1863, 1866. 
.1  - 1  •  i  •  Sbota,  1864. 
Wealon  Karl.,  18*4, 1867-68, 1888. 
0. 


O.P.I 

Wilawnb,  1881. 
Oaorf  a  r-  >»«• 
Cltarlaa  II.  Uoodlug,  1683. 
Jaiu«  II.  Codding.  1864. 
Noah  Cuac.,  1864-66,  1872-74. 
Allan  Talbot,  1866-68. 
Edward  Lincoln,  1887-71. 
Naharntah  Walktr,  1887-88. 
Cjrrua  Talbot,  1887-71. 
Nathan  Walkar,  1180-71. 
Joaauh  B.  Warnar,  1872. 
ll  .i  rj  A.  Wllllama,  1872-74. 
I  Junaa,  mi.  |»  A.  Uorr,  1873-82. 

i  Talbet,  1818-17.  Ira  P.  Brlgga,  1875-82. 

Oalab  Chaca,  1818, 1820-28.  *  8.  Aahlar.  1876. 

I  Phllllpa,  1818-18.  J.  A.  Lawla,  1676-82. 

Darlua  Parrjr,  1611. 

In  the  preparation  of  these  pages  the  sources  from 
which  information  has  been  obtained  have  been  so 
various,  and  the  individuals  to  whom  the  writer  is 
under  obligations  so  numerous,  that  only  a  few  of 
them  can  be  mentioned  here,  and  he  can  only  extend 
to  the  great  majority,  collectively,  his  sincere  thanks. 
Among  those  not  already  mentioned  to  whom  he  is 
indebted  are  Hon.  Henry  Williams,  of  Taunton ;  Gen. 
E.  W.  Pierce,  of  Freetown;  C.  A.  Reed,  Esq.,  of 
Taunton ;  and  H.  W.  Hart  and  G.  E.  Gooding,  Esqs., 
of  North  Dighton.  Mr.  W.  R.  Taylor,  of  Bristol, 
R.  I. ;  Rev.  L.  Kinney  (historical  sketch  of  Baptist 
Church);  and  also  the  pastors  and  clerks  of  several 
of  the  religious  societies  for  the  loan  of  records. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


WKST0N   i:  A  II  I.E. 
Ralph  Earle  emigrated  from  England  probably  be- 
tween the  years  1033  and  1638.   There  is  a  tradition 
presumed  from  the  directness  of  it*  descent  to  be  au- 


thentic that  he  came  from  Exeter.  Of  this,  however, 
we  have  obtained  no  positive  proof.  No  efforts  have 
been  made  to  trace  his  family  prior  to  his  arrival  in 
this  country. 

From  the  records  of  the  Colonial  Court  it  appears 
that  Ralph  Earle,  with  nineteen  other  residents  of 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  petitioned  the  king,  under  date  of 
April  30,  1638,  for  "  permission  to  form  themselves 
into  a  body  politic."  Upon  the  records  of  the  town  of 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  under  date  of  first  of  eighth  month, 
O.8.  (October)  1C38,  there  is  "  A  Catalogue  of  such 
(persons)  who  by  the  Genrall  consent  of  the  com- 
pany were  admitted  to  the  Inhabytanta  of  the  Island 
now  called  Aqueedneck,  having  submitted  themselves 
to  the  Government  that  is,  or  shall  be,  established 
according  to  the  word  of  God  therein."  This  cata- 
logue contains  fifty-nine  names,  of  which  that  of 
Ralph  Earle  is  one.  Again,  under  date  of  "  April  ye 
30th  1639,"  his  name,  with  twenty-eight  others,  is  ap- 
pended to  the  following  declaration  of  allegiance : 
"  We  whose  names  are  under  [written  doo  acknowl- 
edge'l  ourselves  the  legell  subjects  of  [his  maje*tie| 
King  Charles,  and  in  his  name  [doo  hereby  bindej 
ourselves  into  a  civil  body  politicke  unto  his  lawes 
according  to  matters  of  justice." 

March  21,  1640,  Ralph  Earle  conveyed  "parcells 
of  upland  and  meadow,"  to  William  Baulston. 

At  a  town-meeting,  June  2, 1649,  Ralph  was  "  chosen 
treasurer  for  this  next  year  ensuing,  and  also  overseer 
for  the  poor,"  and  at  another  town-meeting,  April  29, 
1660,  he,  with  five  others,  was  chosen  "  for  the  commit- 
tee for  the  General  Assembly  at  Newport  in  May  next." 
At  a  town-meeting  in  1647  he  had  been  "  chosen  to 
keep  an  Inn,  to  sell  beer  and  wine,  and  to  entertain 
strangers,"  but  at  a  similar  meeting,  Nov.  12,  1650, 
with  a  species  of  hair-splitting  worthy  of  the  meta- 
physicians, it  was  "  voated  and  grauted  that  Ralph 
Erl's  house  wherein  he  now  dwellcth  he  recorded  an 
Inn,  in  ye  room  of  ye  former  vote  that  he  was  an  Inn- 
keeper." It  would  appear  that  he  was  an  inn-keeper 
by  compulsion  rather  than  choice.  Jan.  16,  1651,  he 
was  "  cho*en  to  oversee  the  work  of  the  Prison,"  etc. 
May  5,  1656,  with  two  others,  he  was  chosen  as  jury- 
man "  for  the  Oencrull  Court  of  tryals  to  be  held  in 
Providence."  In  1667,  he  joined  a  "  troope  of  horse," 
which  had  been  ordered  to  be  raised,  aud  on  the  10th 
of  August  signed,  with  eighteen  others,  a  paper  ap- 
proving "  the  choyce  of  our  captaine  and  Lieftenant 
to  the  full."  It  appears  that  Ralph  was  afterwards 
captain  of  this  troop.  April  28,  1669,  he  was  placed 
on  the  Grand  Jury  j  and  June  7,  1671,  he  and  eleven 
others  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  several  residents  of 
Newport,  were  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  colony  as  a  Special  Court,  to  sit  on  the  15th  of 
the  same  month,  to  try  "  two  Indians  now  imprisoned 
upon  criminall  charge." 
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Several  deeds  of  real  estate  from  Ralph  to 
persons  are  upon  the  records  of  Portsmouth.  In  the 
"New  England  Genealogical  and  Antiquarian  Reg- 
ister," vol.  vi.  p.  369,  it  is  stated  that  Ralph  claimed 
the  lands  of  the  Dutch  "  House  of  Oood  Hope,"  now 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  commenced  a  lawsuit  therefor 
against  Richard  Lord  and  James  Richards,  of  Hart- 
ford, possessors  of  the  Dutch  land  about  1667.  Earle 
affirmed  that  he  purchased  the  land  of  Underhill  in 
August,  1653,  nnd  paid  him  twenty  pounds  sterling 
for  it,  but  Underhill  protested  against  Earle's  claim. 
"  It  is  not  improbable,"  continues  the  writer  in  the 
"  Register,"  "  that  there  was  some  foundation  for  this 
claim."  There  arc  many  papers  on  tho  subject  in  the 
archives  of  Connecticut.  We  have  no  record  of  the 
date  of  Ralph's  decease,  bat  his  "Will  was  Entered 
and  Recorded  the  14th  day  of  the  11th  month  (O.8.), 
1677,  as  A  test  John  Anthony,  Town  Clarke,"  of  Forte- 
mouth. 

Thomas  Earle,  of  Portsmouth,  was  received  a  free- 
man of  the  colony  in  1764.  No  other  record  of  his 
name  hns  been  found.  He  was  probably  a  son  of 
Ralph,  and  died  not  long  after  the  year  just  men- 
tioned. 

Ralph*  Earle  married  lone  ;  settled  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  in  1688.  His  children  were  Ralph, 
William',  Mnry,  Martha,  and  Sirnh.  William'  died 
in  1716.  His  children  were  William,  Ralph,  Thomaf, 
John,  and  Prudence.  Thomaf  lived  in  Warwick, 
R.  I.  He  died  in  1727.  His  children  were  William, 
Thomas,  Mary,  Oliver*,  Sarah,  Lydia,  and  Rebecca. 
Oliver*  married  Rebecca  Sherman,  and  lived  in  Swan- 
sea, Mass.  He  died  in  1766.  His  children  were 
Joshua,  CW<6*,  Thomas,  and  Mary.  Caleb?  was  born 
in  1729,  and  died  in  181 2.  He  lived  in  Swansea, 
Mass.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Sarah  BufRn- 
ton,  in  1745.  They  had  six  children, — Elizabeth, 
Wetion',  Caleb,  Benjamin,  Joshua,  and  David.  His 
second  wife  was  Hannah  Chase.  They  were  married 
in  1769.  Their  children  were  Mary,  Jonathan,  Re- 
becca, Daniel,  Sarah,  Oliver,  and  William.  Wetion* 
was  born  in  Swansea  in  1760,  and  died  Sept.  6,  1838. 
He  married  three  times,  first  Hepsibeth  Terry.  Their 
children  were  Caleb,  Sarah,  Hepsibeth.  His  second 
wife  was  Sarah  Slade.  (See  Blade  biography,  in  Som- 
erset.) Their  children  were  John',  Slade,  Edward  S. 
His  third  wife  was  Martha  Smith.  They  had  one  son, 
ThomasO.  John'  was  born  May  24, 1790.  Attheageof 
sixteen  he  began  teaching,  and  continued  in  this  em- 
ployment during  the  winter  months  for  thirty-seven 
years.  In  addition  to  the  common  school  studies  he 
taught  navigation  nnd  the  higher  branches.  He  was 
also  a  successful  farmer,  was  for  several  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Court,  and  for  two  years  occupied  a 
seat  in  the  State  Senate.  He  held  many  responsible 
positions  in  the  town,  where  his  value  was  recognized, 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  often  called  upon 
to  administer  estates.  He  died  in  the  seventy-fifth 
•  of  his  age.    He  married  Roby,  daughter  of  Asa 


Cornell  and  his  wife,  Martha  Mason.  She  was  born 
in  Swansea  in  1789,  and  died  in  her  eighty-third 
year. 

Their  children  wore  Wttton*;  Sarah,  born  in  1811, 
married  Philip  Simmona  in  1836 ;  John  M.,  born  in 
1819;  Elizabeth  M. ,  bora  in  1822,  married,  in  1867, 
F.  A.  Boomer,  of  Fall  River,  Man.  (8ee  biography  in 
history  of  Fall  River.) 

We*ton*  Earle  was  bora  Feb.  19,  1810,  in  Swansea, 
where  he  continued  to  reside,  working  on  his  father's 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one.  He  then  went  to 
Rochester  for  three  years,  when  he  returned  to  Swan- 
sea, where  he  worked  on  a  farm  until  he  was  twenty- 
eight.  In  1837  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  where 
he  has  lived  since  1838.  He  is  a  firm  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  selectmen  of  Dighton.  He  is  a  descendant  in 
tho  eighth  generation  from  Ralph  Earle,  who  came 
from  England,  and  was  one  of  the  first  purchasers 
and  settlers  of  the  island  of  Rhode  Island  (in  1638). 
His  wife's  name  was  lone,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  a  grandson  and  granddaughter  named  after 
tho  original  Ralph  and  lone  Earle. 

Mr.  Earle  married  Content  (daughter  of  Benjamin 
Slade  and  Elizabeth  Robinson),  bora  Feb.  8, 1798,  at 
Swansea.  She  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children, 
who  all  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

Children  of  Weston  Earlo:  John  W.,  born  July  6; 
1838,  and  Elizabeth  8.,  born  May  1,  1841. 

John  W.  married  Caroline  E.  Searle,  of  Scituate, 
R.  I.  Their  children  are  Ralph,  Howard  Weston 
(deceased),  lone  and  one  not  named  (twins). 


CHARLES  II.  GOODING. 
Charles  H.  Gooding  was  born  in  Dighton,  Mass., 
Feb.  6, 1812.  He  is  the  fifth  generation  of  the  Good- 
ings  who  have  resided  on  the  ancestral  farm  settled 
by  George  Gooding  in  1684.  He  had  emigrated  from 
Somersetshire,  England,  and  purchased  the  place  be- 
fore King  Philip's  war.  George  Gooding  had  four 
children,  three  daughters  and  one  son,  viz. :  Matthew, 
the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
His  grandfather  and  father  both  bore  the  name  of 
Joseph,  the  latter  born  in  1772.  His  mother  was 
Betsey  Austin,  daughter  of  Beth  Austin,  8r.,  of  Digh- 
ton, and  he  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  six  children, 


of  whom  he  and  his  sister  Betsey,  widow  of  the  1 
Samuel  -L.  Thaxter,  are  the  only  survivors. 

Mr.  Gooding  was  well  educated  in  the  branches 
tHught  at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
received  additional  advantages  at  a  grammar  school 
in  Fall  River,  where  his  father  resided  and  carried  on 
the  clock-  and  watch-making  business  and  a  general 
jeweler's  store.  Charles  learned  of  his  father  the 
trade  of  a  clock-  and  watch-maker,  though  he  did  not 
continue  to  follow  that  pursuit.  He  served  as  deputy 
postmaster  at  Fall  River  about  one  year,  and  in  1884 
went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  was  about  ten 
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years  engaged  there  as  a  book-keeper  for  hia  brother, 
Albert  Gooding,  who  was  a  merchant  in  the  Spanish 
West  India  trade.  In  1844  he  settled  on  the  home- 
stead in  Dighton.  Under  the  administration  of 
Presidents  Taylor  and  Fillmore  he  was  inspector  of 
customs  at  Dighton,  a  branch  of  the  Fall  River  office 
being  then  kept  at  that  place.  lie  has  carried  on  the 
homestead  farm  since  his  return  there  in  1844. 

Mr.  Gooding  was  married,  Feb.  5,  1857,  to  Mary 
Almy,  daughter  of  Capt.  Abraham  Briggs,  of  Digh- 
ton, and  widow  of  Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Talbot.  She  wan  a 
native  of  Providence,  R.  I.  They  had  no  children. 
She  died  Sept  24, 1880,  aged  sixty-six  years  and  two 
months. 

A  Whig  and  a  Republican  in  politics,  he  is  yet  an 
Independent,  and  believes  more  in  principles  and  men 
than  in  party.  In  religious  faith  and  worship  his 
affiliations  are  with  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  he  is 
a  supporter  of  the  church  of  this  order  in  Dightou. 

We  append  to  this  brief  sketch  the  following  arti- 
cle, recently  published  in  the  Taunton  GatctU,  re- 
specting the  occupation  pursued  by  several  members 
of  this  family : 

"The  Gooding  Family  of  Ci-ockmakeu*.— 
A  recent  notice  of  the  death  of  a  member  of  the 
Gooding  family,  the  last  of  the  brothers,  natives  of 
Dighton,  auggeated  the  grouping  of  a  brief  genealog- 
ical reminiscence  relative  to  the  history,  mechanical 
skill,  and  occupation  of  this  family  of  clock  and 
watchmakers.  Probably  no  similar  instance  can  be 
cited  in  this  country  where  so  many  of  one  family 
followed  that  ingenious  business,  to  whom  may  la: 
added  nearly  a  dozen  descendants  pursuing  the  same 
occupations,  nearly  all  citizens  of  this  State. 

"  The  old  homestead  where  they  were  horn  stands 
upon  the  estate  of  their  late  pilgrim  ancestor,  George 
Gooding,'  who  died  Jan.  1,  1712,  in  his  eightieth 
year.  His  son  Matthew  inherited  the  estate ;  Joseph 
was  the  third,  Joseph  (2d)  the  fourth,  in  liueal  descent, 
and  the  eldest  of  the  five  brothers,  and  three  sisters — 
Rebecca  (Mrs.  Reed),  Deborah  (Mrs.  Standish),  and 
Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Perry)— comprised  the  family  of  the 
fourth  generation. 

"  Joseph  (4th)  was  born  in  1772,  and  at  an  early  ago 
developed  a  remarkable  mechanical  genius  and  a  pe- 
culiar aptitude  forelock  and  watch  machinery.  When 
about  sixteen  years  of  age  his  father  sent  him  as  an 
apprentice  to  an  English  Quaker,  au  ingenious  watch 
and  clockmaker  in  Hanover,  where  he  remained  a 
few  years,  until  he  was  as  expert  as  his  master  in  the 
business.  He  returned  to  Dighton,  and  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  brass  clocks  before  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  in  a  little  room  in  the  old  home- 
stead. He  afterwards,  in  1797,  built  a  store  near  the 
Upper  Four  Corners,  and  enlarged  the  business,  with 
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two  of  his  brothers  as  apprentices,  in  making  the 
tall,  mahogany-cased  clocks,  after  the  English  style, 
recently  imported  from  Londou  at  great  expense. 
These  clocks,  besides  the  time-dial,  noted  the  day  of 
the  month  and  the  moon's  phases,  some  of  which 
may  be  found  in  old  family  residences  at  the  present 
day.  All  the  delicate  brass-work  was  executed  by 
his  own  hands  and  those  of  his  brother  apprentices. 
Not  a  cog-wheel  or  pinion  was  turned  out  by  ma- 
chinery, as  done  by  the  million  at  present.  None  of 
those  grand  mahogany-cased  time-keepers  are  now 
made,  yet  many  are  still  keeping  note  of  the  time 
and  the  phases  of  the  moon  as  correctly  as  they  did 
nearly  a  century  ago.  Those  who  hold  them  in  pos- 
session as  family  heirlooms  are  loth  to  part  with  their 
venerablo  Gooding  clocks  for  any  consideration, 
which  have  proved  such  reliant  time-keepers.  At  the 
manufacture  of  these  famous  clocks  the  younger 
brothers,  a*  they  left  the  humble  school  and  patri- 
monial farm,  served  apprenticeship  with  their  seuior 
brother,  Joseph. 

"  In  182o',  Joseph  removed  his  biiHincss  to  Troy 
(now  Fall  River),  then  having  a  population  of  less 
than  three  thousand,  and  followed  watchmaking,  at 
which  he  was  an  adept;  also  a  designer,  engraver, 
and  die-cutter,  and  skillful  at  all.  After  remaining 
a  dozen  years  he  returned  to  his  homestead  in  Dighton 
iu  1838,  and  resumed  the  repairing  of  clocks  and 
watches  until  his  death,  in  18r>3,  at  the  age  of  eighty 

years  and  eight  months.    He  married    Austin, 

and  they  had  two  daughters  and  four  sons.  The  two 
eldest,  Joseph  ami  Albert,  followed  their  father's 
business,  and  went  to  Bogota,  South  America.  Wil- 
liam also  removed  there  iu  the  shcll-couib  manufac- 
ture. Albert  and  William  died  some  years  ago,  and 
Joseph  died  recently.  Charles  H.,  who  cultivated 
the  ancient  family  estate  of  nearly  two  centuries, 
also  repairs  clocks  for  diversion,  continuing  the 
family  occupation. 

"Josiah,  the  second  brother,  after  finishing  his 
trade,  settled  in  llriatul,  R.  I.,  and  followed  the  clock 
and  watch  business  until  his  death,  iu  1864,  at  the 
uge  of  eighty-eight  years.  He  left  four  sous,  two  of 
whom,  James  utid  Josiah,  continued  the  same  busi- 
ness.   One  remaius  in  the  milter's  store. 

"John,  the  third  brother,  went  into  business  iu 
Plymouth,  remaining  there  until  his  deuth,  some 
eight  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  Icaviug  throe 
sons,  llcnjumin  succeeded  his  father,  and  James  is 
oneof  the  prominent  members  of  the  Wslthain  Watch 
I  Manufactory,  and  aided  iu  buildiug  up  that  etilcr- 
I  prising  establishment  to  its  present  vast  proportions 
and  wide  reputation. 

"  Alausou,  after  leaving  his  apprenticeship,  settled 
in  New  Bedford,  and  followed  the  business  until  1840, 
when  he  retired,  lie  itiuilu  a  trip  to  Kuro|>c  several 
years  ago.    He  died  Nov.  18,  1877. 

"  Henry,  after  partially  serving  with  Joseph,  com- 
pleted his  trade  with  Josiah  at  Bristol,  and  coiu- 
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tnenecd  the  cluck  and  watch  business  in  Duxbury, 
where  he  married  and  remained  a  few  yearn.  He 
subsequently  removed  to  Boston,  nnd  continued  the 
favorite  business  in  Dock  Square,  Washington  and 
State  St  recta,  until  age  ennsed  him  to  retire  about  a 
down  yearn  ago.  lie  diet!  on  the  10th  of  December 
at  the  age  of  ninety-two  year*  and  six  month*,  leav- 
ing rive  daughters  and  a  son,  but  none  to  continue 
the  business  of  the  father. 

"The  five  brothers  averaged  over  half  a  century  in 
devotion  to  that  business,  and  they  sustained  the  rc- 
nmrkablo  aggregate  age  of  nearly  four  hundred  and 
forty  years.  Their  sister,  Mrs.  John  Reed  (mother 
of  Henry  Gooding  Reed,  of  Taunton),  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1872,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety,  making 
the  aggregate  of  the  five  brothers  and  sister  over  five 
hundred  and  thirty  years.  All  lived  remarkably 
temperate  and  even-tenorcd  lives,  worthy  representa- 
tives of  their  sturdy  pilgrim  ancestry  and  lineage,  as 
well  as  their  successors  and  descendants,  who  follow 
them  in  the  ingenious  line  of  occupation.  It  is  a  rare 
record  of  a  family,  hence  it  may  bo  of  readable  in- 
terest to  the  relatives,  friends,  and  others  who  may 
not  have  heard  of  the  Gooding  clock  and  watch- 
makers." 

AI.FRKll  W.  PAUL. 

Alfred  W.  Paul  is  of  Scotch  descent,  and  is  lineally 
connected  with  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Taunton. 
Two  brothers,  Richard  and  William  Paul,  came  to 
this  country  from  Scotland  at  an  early  day,  the  former 
on  board  of  the  ship  "  Castle"  in  1630-37.  He  was  born 
in  1615,  nnd  Nov.  7,  1038,  married  Margary  Turner, 
of  Taunton,  Mass.  The  same  year  he  look  an  in- 
ventory of  the  estate,  of  John  Bryant,  of  Taunton. 
He  was  licensed  to  keep  a  victualing-liouse  Aug.  3, 
1640;  was  subject  to  military  duly  1643;  was  on  a 
jury  of  inquest  September,  1650,  and  again  July  23, 
1 60S;  June  7,  1652,  he  was  surveyor  of  highways, 
and  died  at  the  ago  of  about  thirty-nine  in  1654,  his 
"  widow"  being  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Elizabeth 
Pool,  dated  March  17th  of  that  year. 

That  William  was  not  n  son  but  a  younger  brother 
of  Richard  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  be  "  was  born 
•  in  Scotland  in  1624."  The  lineage  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  traceable  directly  back  to  this  ancestor, 
William.  Me  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Richmond,  of  Taunton.  Ho 
sold  a  dwelling-house  to  his  sons,  John  and  Edward, 
Feb.  27,  1687 ;  gave  live  acres  of  land  towards  the 
payment  of  Rev.  Mr.  Danforlh,  the  Taunton  minis- 
ter, Feb.  27,  1688;  was  a  large  land-owner  in  the 
"Taunton  South  Purchase,"  containing  the  present 
town  of  Dighton,  which  was  bought  of  the  Indian 
"  King  Philip"  in  1672  by  a  company  in  Taunton,  of 
which  William  Paul  was  a  member.  In  two  different 
divisions  of  the  purchase  he  received  lota  Nos.  3,  28, 
45,  and  85,  the  last  division  having  been  made  March 
18, 1683-84.   The  dates  of  the  deaths  of  William  and 


his  wife,  taken  from  their  tombstones,  are  as  follows: 
William,  died  Nov.  9,  1704,  aged  eighty  years ;  Mary, 
his  wife,  died  Oct  3, 1716,  aged  seventy-six. 

James  Paul,  the  eldest  son  of  William  and  Mary, 
was  born  April  7,  1657;  it  is  not  known  into  what 
family  he  married,  but  his  wife's  name  was  Mary. 
He  was  one  of  the  twenty-six  proprietors  of  the  South 
Purchase  (or  Dighton),  and  owned  three  shares 
March  26,  1716.  He  died  before  Jan.  14,  1724-26, 
aged  about  sixty-seven  years.  James  Paul,  of  the 
third  generation,  also  married  a  wife  Mary,  and  had 
a  son  William  (fourth  generation),  born  date  un- 
known. This  William  married  Mary  (family  un- 
known), died  about  1736;  their  son  James  (fifth  gen- 
eration) was  bom  in  Dighton,  date  unknown.  Ho 
married  Sarnh  White,  and  moved  thence  to  Putney, 
Vt.,  about  1795,  where  he  died.  John,  the  second  son 
of  James,  above  mentioned,  was  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  one  of  the  party  of  twelve  men  who 
captured  the  British  commander,  Gen.  Proscott,  with- 
in the  British  lines  in  Rhode  Island,  while  John  was 
serving  in  the  command  of  Gen.  Barton.  He  was 
the  first  man  picked  by  Gen.  Barton  for  the  danger- 
ous service,  ond  was  selected  to  throttle  and  secure 
the  British  sentinel  on  guard  at  night,  which  he  did. 
Subsequently  to  the  Revolution  he  removed  to  Ver- 
mont, where  he  died. 

Peter  White  Paul,  son  of  James,  of  the  fifth  gen- 
eration, was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Alfred  W. 
Paul.  Ho  first  married  Silence  Briggs,  who  died  May 
7,  1795,  and  ho  subsequently  married  a  second  wife, 
whose  name  was  Hannah.  He  lived  in  Dighton;  his 
death  was  caused  by  a  fall  from  a  load  of  wood  Jan. 
16,  1814.  He  loft  children  by  each  wife;  among  the 
former  was  Peter  Paul,  father  of  our  subject,  born 
March  20,  1787.  Ho  married  Dilly  Phillips,  who 
diet!  Sept.  14, 1819,  and  he  afterwards  married  Eunice 
Edson.  He  died  Oct  27,  1861.  The  children  by  the 
first  wife  were  Peter  W.  and  Nancy;  by  the  second 
wife  Alfred  W.,  Elisha  K.  (of  Dighton),  Lucy  F. 
(twins),  and  Eunice. 

Alfred  W.  Paul  was  born  in  Dighton,  Mass.,  Aug. 
5,  1822.  He  was  brought  up  on  the  ancestral  farm 
and  educated  at  the  common  schools,  evincing  in 
early  life  an  aptitude  for  study,  which,  notwiOistand- 
ing  a  lack  of  opportunity  for  classical  instruction,  has 
enabled  him  to  acquire  large  knowledge  on  general 
subjects  and  to  become  exceptionally  well  informed 
on  the  special  subject  to  which  his  life  has  been  chiefly 
devoted,  viz.,  that  of  agriculture,  embracing  also  hor- 
ticultural studies  and  pursuits.  A  portion  of  his  early 
life  was  devoted  to  teaching  in  the  common  schools, 
for  which  he  was  in  part  prepared  by  one  term  spent 
at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  in 
1844. 

On  Nov.  26,  1846,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Deborah  Palmer  Briggs,  daughter  of  Silas  P.  Briggs, 
of  Dighton.  Her  ancestors  were  among  the  early 
settlers  in  this  portion  of  Now  England.   The  fruit 
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of  this  anion  was  one  son,  Silas  Alfred  Paul,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Paul  ia  a  self-made  man,  and  in  every  respect 
the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  having  by  his  owu 
unaided  exertions  made  his  way  from  poverty  to  com- 
parative competence.  His  honor  and  integrity  as  a 
man  have  also  been  preserved  unsullied  through  his 
struggles  for  worldly  success,  and  he  has  attained  a 
high  place  in  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citixens.  One  instance  may  be  mentioned  illustrative 
of  his  energy  and  self-reliance.  When  he  purchased 
the  farm  where  he  now  rex i ties  in  1847  he  had  not  a 
dollar  in  bis  possession,  and  bought  the  place  wholly 
upon  credit.  Of  course  he  did  not  fail  to  meet  hia 
obligations,  and  it  is  mentioned  aa  a  fact  that  he  suc- 
ceeded in  entirely  paying  for  the  place  in  about  eight 
yean,  besides  carrying  on  the  expenses  of  living  and 
other  interests. 

He  has  given  special  attention  to  farming  and 
gardening,  illustrating  on  his  own  land  the  kind  of 
tillage  and  crops  which  yield  the  largest  percentage 
of  profit  per  acre.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bristol 
County  Agricultural  Society,  and  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Horticultural  Society;  has  been  active  in  the 
meetings  of  these  societies,  and  has  written  some 
articles  on  the  subject  of  agriculture,  notably  "  My 
Farming  Experience,"  an  address  delivered  before 
the  county  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of 
Agriculture  in  December,  1878.  This  article  was 
published  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Massachusetts 
Board  of  Agriculture  for  1878-79.  It  attracted  con- 
siderable attention,  and  he  received  letters  on  the 
subject  from  many  portions  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Paul  has  been  a  Republican  in  his  political 
principles  aince  the  inception  of  that  party,  and 
voted  for  its  first  Presidential  candidate,  John  C. 
Fremont,  in  1856.  His  standing  in  relation  to  polit- 
ical queationa  baa  never  been  equivocal  or  doubtful, 
for  he  haa  decided  opinions.  He  has  served  many 
yean  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  aa  probate  judge 
has  settled  many  estates  to  the  general  satisfaction 
of  those  interested,  and  has  held  several  offices  in  his 
town. 

While  managing  bis  home  land  in  a  manner  to  se- 
cure the  largest  returns  for  the  acres  cultivated  in 
1882  he  purchased  four  farms,  with  buildings  and 
improvements  thereon,  in  New  Hampshire,  which  he 
still  owns. 

He  and  Mrs.  Paul  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Dighton. 

THOMAS  D.  8TANDI8IJ. 
Thomas  D.  Standish,  whose  portrait  appears  on 
another  page,  is  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  Capt.  Miles  Slandish,  who  came  over 
in  the  "  Mayflower."  The  latter  belonged  to  a  family 
of  some  consequence  in  England,  who  had  been  long 
established,  with  landed  possessions,  in  Duxbury,  a 


town  of  the  parish  of  Standish,  in  Lancashire,  where 
be  was  born.  The  family  settled  in  Duxbury,  now  in 
Plymouth  County,  Mass.  Alexander,  Miles,  Josiah, 
Charles,  and  Lora  Standish  were  children  of  Capt. 
Miles  Standish,  by  his  wife,  Barbara. 

Alexander,  of  Duxbury,  eldest  son  of  Capt.  Miles 
Standish,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Alden. 
They  had  sons,  Miles,  Ebenezer,  and  David,  and 
daughters,  Lora,  Lydia,  Sarah,  and  Elizabeth.  Alex- 
ander, by  his  second  wife,  had  Thomas,  born  1687, 
Desire,  born  1689,  and  Ichabod. 

Josiah,  of  Duxbury,  brother  of  Alexander,  married 
Mary  Dingly,  Dec  19,  1654.  They  had  children, 
Milea,  Josiah,  8aniuel,  Israel,  Mar)',  aud  Lois. 

Miles,  son  of  Capt.  Miles  Standish,  lived  in  lk»ton, 
where  he  married  Sarah,  a  daughter  of  Johu  Wiu»- 
low,  July  19.  1660. 

It  ia  probablo  that  Thomas  D.  Standish  is  descended 
from  Alexander,  of  Duxbury,  as  the  names  in  that 
branch  would  indicate,  although  the  records  are  not 
sufficient  to  establish  the  fact. 

David,  one  of  the  sons  of  Alexander,  was  of  the 
third  generation  from  the  original  Miles  Standish. 
The  line  of  descent  was  probably  through  Comfort, 
Lemuel,  and  David,  the  father  of  our  subject.  From 
an  imperfect  record  torn  from  an  old  family  Hi  lie 
once  in  the  possession  of  David  Standiah,  it  apj»ears 
that  his  grandfather,  Comfort,  died  Jan.  4, 1795,  aged 
seventy  years.   This  would  make  his  birth  to  have 
occurred  in  1725.    He  married  Rachel  Magoon.  The 
record  of  their  children  is  as  follows : 
Lemuel,  born  June  25, 1746. 
Olive,  born  May  29,  1748. 
Hannah,  born  Sept.  1,  1751. 
Lucy,  born  March  6,  1754. 
Priscilla,  born  April  24.  1756. 
David,  born  Sept.  10,  1758. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  the  Lemuel 
Standish  above  mentioned.  His  wife's  name  was 
llunnah.aud  her  death  Is  recorded  as  having  occurred 
Aug.  23, 1803,  aged  seventy-four  yeara.  David,  son  of 
\  Lemuel  and  Hannah  Standish,  waa  born  in  Hanover, 
Mass.    His  children  were: 

1.  Hi**,  born  Eeb.  23,  1796. 

2.  Lucy,  born  Dec  10,  1797. 
8.  Amanda,  born  Aug.  26,  1799. 

4.  David,  born  July  23,  1801. 

5.  Miles,  born  April  30,  1803. 

6.  J)eborah  Gooding,  born  April  29,  1805. 

7.  James  (died  young),  born  May  25,  1807. 

8.  Thomas  1).,  born  April  29,  1809. 

9.  James  C,  born  May  9,  1812. 
Thomas  D.  8landish  was  born  on  the  homestead 

adjoining  his  present  residence,  in  Dighton,  Mnss., 
his  father,  David,  having  removed  there  from  Han- 
over and  established  a  ship-yard,  which  he  carried  on 
for  a  number  or  years.  He  married  Deborah,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Gooding,  who  was  born  aud  reared  on 
the  old  Gooding  homestead  near  by.   They  had  niue 
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children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Thomas  wax 
next  to  the  youngest  child.  He  received  a  common- 
achnol  education,  and  worked  on  Die  farm  and  in  the 
*hi|t-ynrd  during  his  minority,  part  of  the  time  in 
New  Bedford.  He  has  been  a  man  of  unusual  energy 
and  perseverance,  having  acquired  by  his  own  exer- 
tions all  that  he  possesses.  His  father  becoming  in- 
solvent through  losses  when  he  was  quite  young,  he 
managed  to  purchase  the  homestead  and  kept  it  in 
the  family,  paying  for  portion*  of  it  from  time  to  time, 
as  he  could  earn  the  means  by  working  at  ship-build- 
ing. 

Dec.  17, 1843,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Cynthia 
Briggs,  daughter  of  George  Briggs,  of  Dighton.  Her 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Cynthia  Jones.  Mrs, 
8tandish  was  born  Nov.  12,  1821.  They  have  had 
four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
James  C.  and  Delia  T.  are  living,  the  former  married 
and  living  on  the  adjoining  homestead  farm,  the 
latter  living  with  her  parents. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

FAIRHAVEN.' 

Not  unworthy  of  a  name  so  suggestive  is  the  pleas- 
ant town  which  lies  at  the  southeastern  corner  of 
Bristol  County.  Originally  a  portion  of  the  town- 
ship of  Dartmouth  incorporated  in  1664,  it  was  in- 
cluded in  a  grant  of  lands  from  their  Indian  owners 
to  the  colonists  dated  Nov.  29,  1662.  The  eastern 
boundary  of  this  grant  was  three  miles  eastward  from 
the  Acushnet  River.  The  Indian  name  of  the  vi- 
cinity was  Sconticut,  an  appellation  now  confined  to 
the  neck  of  land  which  stretches  from  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  town  into  the  bay.  In  1787  the  town  of 
New  Bedford,  including  the  present  city  of  that  name, 
together  with  the  towns  of  Fairhaven  and  Acushnet, 
was  incorporated.  In  1812,  when  political  feeling  ran 
high,  the  Jeffersonian  Democrats  of  Fairhaven,  de- 
risively called  "Corsicans"  by  their  opponents,  the 
Federalists,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  on  ac- 
count of  the  attitude  of  the  former  towards  Napoleonic 
affairs,  effected  a  division  of  the  township.  In  1860 
Fairhaven  was  in  turn  divided  by  the  setting  off  of 
its  northern  portion  as  the  town  of  Acushnet.  As  at 
present  constituted,  the  town  is  apparently  three  miles 
square,  exclusive  of  Sconticut  Neck.  From  its 
northern  limit  at  Acushnet  it  stretches  along  the  river 
until  it  reaches  its  southwest  corner  at  Fort  Phn?nix, 
where  the  river  broadens  into  an  arm  of  the  bny, 
forming  the  lower  harbor  of  New  Bedford  and  Fair- 
haven. This  western  water-line  is  broken  by  the 
marshes  connecting  the  Isle  of  Marsh  with  the  main- 
land, and  by  the  peninsula  on  which  is  situated  the 
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village  of  Oxford.  On  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river 
ia  the  city  of  New  Bedford.  The  southern  shore-line, 
after  extonding  nearly  due  east  from  Fort  Phrenix,  is 
indented  hy  a  cove,  and  beyond  this  is  broken  by 
Sconticut  Neck,  which  extends  out  into  the  bay.  The 
eastern  boundary  is  formed  by  the  town  of  Mattapo- 
sett,  in  Plymouth  County.  The  surface  is  generally 
level.  Fort  Phoenix  stands  on  a  rocky  prominence 
overlooking  the  harbor  and  bay.  This  headland  was 
called  by  the  Indians  Nolscot,  and  the  ledge  of  which 
it  forms  a  part  extends  up  into  the  village,  and  crops 
out  in  Centre  Street  in  front  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  A  rocky  bluff  overlooks  the  river  near  the 
Acushnet  boundary,  and  the  land  rises  towards  the 
northern  and  eastern  sections  of  the  town. 

The  village  of  Fairhaven  is  in  the  southwestern 
corner  of  the  township,  on  the  river,  directly  opposite 
New  Bedford.  Just  north  of  the  village, but  with  no 
dividing  line  between,  is  the  little  village  of  Oxford, 
generally  known  as  the  "  Point"  In  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town  are  the  hamlets  of  New  Boston  and  Nas- 
katucket.  There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  wood 
and  fanning  land,  and  along  the  southern  boundary, 
at  the  head  of  the  cove,  an  extent  of  salt  marsh. 
Probably  the  village  of  Fairhaven  grew  up  almost 
simultaneously  with  the  village  of  Bedford,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  beginning  near  the  middle 
of  the  last  century.  It  remained,  however,  very 
small  for  a  long  period,  for  we  find  no  record  of  the 
lay-out  of  a  street  until  1790,  no  church  established 
until  1794,  and  the  village  remained  confined  to  the 
wharves  and  a  few  short  streets  up  to  about  the  year 
1832.  The  following-named  persons,  proprietors  of 
lands  granted  by  William  Bradford,  deputy  governor 
of  Plymouth  Colony,  in  a  deed  dated  Nov.  18,  1694, 
probably  settled  in  this  vicinity  :  Seth  Pope,  Thomas 
Taber,  Jonathan  Delano,  Isaac  Pope,  Lettice  Jenny, 
Samuel  Jenny,  Mark  Jenny,  Valentine  Nuddlesene, 
Samuel  Spooner,  William  Spooner,  John  Spooner, 
Joseph  Tripp,  Daniel  8herman,  Edmund  Sherman, 
John  Davis.  The  first  settlers  probably  scattered 
themselves  over  the  limits  of  the  town  from  Sconticut 
Neck  to  Acushnet,  not  uniting  in  villages  for  some 
years.  There  was  a  garrison  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
just  above  the  Isle  of  Marsh,  in  the  old  days  nf  In- 
dian warfare.  The  site  of  the  ancient  block-house, 
above  the  Isle  of  Marsh,  is  on  land  of  Mr.  John  M.  How- 
land.  Tradition  relates  that  a  man  and  woman  by 
the  name  of  Pope  were  murdered  by  the  Indians  in 
the  locality  of  the  Frog  Pond  while  on  their  way  to 
a  fortified  place  of  refuge.  The  Frog  Pond  occupied 
land  which  now  borders  the  south  aide  of  Spring 
Street,  between  William  and  Walnut  Mr.  Howlnnd 
has  gathered  an  interesting  collection  of  relics  from 
the  ruins  of  the  structure  previously  mentioned,  con- 
sisting of  household  utensils,  implements  of  Indian 
warfare,  and  among  the  rest  an  old  key,  supposed  to 
be  that  belonging  to  the  fortification,  the  name  of 
which  was  Cook's  Garrison.    The  old  Cook  house 
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stood  some  little  distance  mat  from  this  point,  and 
wm  burned  by  the  British  during  their  inarch  around 
the  river. 

One  of  the  earliest  purchasers  of  land  was  William 
Wood,  who  removed  here  in  1700  from  Little  Comp- 
ton,  R.  I.,  and  purchased  of  Philip  Tnber  a  tract  ex- 
tending from  the  Bread  and  Cheese  road,  at  Oxford 
village,  on  the  north  to  the  land  of  Elnathan  Pope 
on  the  south.  The  southern  boundary  of  this  tract 
was  the  northern  limit  of  the  twenty-acre  lot  after- 
wards laid  out  for  the  original  village  of  Fairhuvon, 
and  must  be  a  short  distance  north  of  the  present  line 
of  Washington  Street.  Some  of  the  oldest  houses 
probably  dated  back  to  the  period  immediately  suc- 
ceeding King  Philip's  war,  and  a  few  possibly  ante- 
dated these.  We  are  told  tbat  the  old  house  back  of 
Mrs.  Paul  Burgess'  was  probably  the  first  house  in 
Oxford  village,  and  was  the  homestead  occupied  by 
William  Wood  after  the  purchase  of  his  farm.  Mr. 
Wood  bought  the  house  of  Philip  Taber,  who  proba- 
bly built  it  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Indian  war. 
The  remains  of  the  old  house  are  still  to  be  seen  at  i 
Oxford  village,  and  are  an  object  of  interest  to  the 
antiquarian.  The  house  was  built  of  wood  and  stone 
combined.  It  contained  a  huge  fireplace  and  was 
furnished  with  two  outside  doors,  one  opposite  the 
other,  in  order  to  enable  the  horse  to  get  in  the  logs 
to  burn.  It  was  the  custom  to  cut  down  the  logs,  ' 
hitch  on  the  horse,  draw  them  into  the  house,  then 
roll  them  into  the  fireplace,  and  drive  out  at  the  op- 
posite door.  The  body  of  the  house  was  blown  down 
in  the  great  gale,  but  the  south  end  and  chimney,  ; 
built  of  rough  stone  rudely  cemented  together,  still  ■ 
withstand  the  severity  of  storm  and  gale. 

The  earliest  record  found  by  the  writer  of  the  lay- 
out of  a  road  within  the  limits  of  the  town  is  that  of 
the  opening  of  a  way  on  to  Sconticut  Neck  in  1730, 
from  which  it  is  inferred  that  this  was  one  of  the  first 
settled  portions  of  the  township.  On  March  28,  1745, 
a  road  was  laid  out  from  "  Abraham  Russell's  wall  to 
the  county  road  a  little  northward  of  the  Friends' 
meeting-house."  This  is  supposed  to  he  the  road 
which  runs  from  Naskatuckct  northwesterly  towurds 
Acushnel.  There  is  no  record  of  the  lay-out  of  a  road 
in  the  village  previous  to  the  Revolution.  The  old 
road  from  Fairhaven  to  Oxford,  previous  to  the  con- 
struction of  (ho  Mill  Bridge  about  1795,  run  bled  off 
to  the  northeast  from  a  |K»int  near  the  resilience  of 
C'apt.  Joseph  Taber,  corner  of  Centre  and  Green  1 
Streets,  and  opened  into  what  is  now  Rotch  Street, 
thus  necessitating  a  roundabout  course  in  order  to  go 
B  short  distance.  The  village  of  Oxford  was  ut  this  ! 
early  period,  doubtlesn,  the  most  importaut  point  on  I 
the  river,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  our  chapter 
on  the  whale  fishery.  A  deed  conveying  land  from 
William  Wood  to  El  ostium  Eldridgc  bears  date  of  i 
Dec.  12,  17(H),  and  covers  a  large  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory at  the  point.  Thirty  building  lota  were  laid  out 
west  of  Cherry  Street,  including  one  for  a  common. 


Elnathan  Eldridge  &  Co.  kept  a  store  for  the  sale  of 
West  India  goods,  groceries,  etc.,  near  the  Point 
Wharf,  from  1 765-1780.  There  have  been  two  tav- 
erns in  this  village.  One  stood  on  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Oxford  Streets,  the  other  near  by.  Hat-making 
was  carried  on  hereby  Cornell  Wilkcy.and  continued 
by  Bartholomew  Taber,  plane-making  by  Nicholas 
Taber  &  Sons.  Reuben  Jenney  was  a  shipping  mer- 
chant, and  tanning  and  currying  was  carried  on  by 
Joseph  Hathaway. 

When  Lewis  Taber  moved  to  Oxford  in  1704.  we 
are  told  that  there  were  very  few  neighbors  in  the 
plac«,  and  there  were,  we  should  judge,  but  limited 
opportunities  for  obtaining  the  conveniences  of  the 
times,  as,  when  Capt.  Taber  moved  his  family  down 
river  in  a  boat  and  neared  the  shore  at  the  point,  one 
of  the  ladies  of  Salathiel  Eldridge's  family,  watching 
the  debarkation,  and  observing  a  reel  among  the 
household  effects,  rcmarkod  that  she  was  more  pleased 
to  see  that  implement  than  to  see  the  woman  herself. 
It  is  related  of  one  of  the  young  ladies  of  Oxford 
that  she  spun  the  linen  of  which  her  wedding-dress 
was  made,  and  produced  a  texture  so  fine  that  five 
hundred  und  sixty  threads  could  be  drawn  through 
an  old-fashioned,  no-top  thimble.  Another  lady- 
resident  was  accustomed  to  inako  two  cakes  of  tal- 
low, hang  them  one  upon  each  side  of  her  horse, 
mount,  and  ride  to  Newport  in  order  to  dispose  of 
them  and  purchase  her  laces  aud  other  articles  of 
finery.  New|>ort  was  one  of  the  principal  business 
centres  in  this  section  of  country  at  that  time. 

One  of  the  earliest  real  estate  transactions  in  Fair- 
havon  village  of  which  we  have  knowledge  is  of  the 
sale  of  a  lot,  with  the  eighth  part  of  a  wind-mill, 
from  Richard  Delano  to  Isaiah  Eldridge,  the  price 
paid  being  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  also  the 
house  and  lot  formerly  owned  by  Kelley  M.  Huttle- 
atone,  part  of  a  warehouse  and  lot,  and  wharf  at 
what  is  now  the  foot  of  Washington  Street. 

The  oldest  house  in  the  village  is  supposed  by 
some  to  he  the  Caleb  Church  house,  also  known  as 
the  Wrighlingtou  house,  now  situated  on  a  high 
hank  above  the  railroad  track,  just  east  of  Oreeu 
Street.  The  house  formerly  stood  on  the  line  of  the 
street,  but  was  removed  to  make  a  way  for  the  rail- 
road. In  early  days  this  building  wus  considered  as 
outside  the  village.  The  master  of  the  house  died  of 
small|K>x  in  1771,  and  was  the  first  person  whose 
body  was  interred  in  the  old  cemetery.  Another  an- 
cient building  is  the  Proctor  house,  which  stands  on 
the  corner  of  the  lot  laid  out  for  the  original  village. 
It  is  situated  just  west  of  Middle  Street,  on  the  hank 
of  t lie  river.  The  oldest  portion  is  said  to  have  been 
brought  from  the  Copcland  farm,  at  Naskatuckct,  nud 
fitted  as  a  residence  and  cooper-shop.  Two  additions 
have  since  been  built  on  at  the  east,  giving  it  alto- 
gether a  unique  appearunce.  On  Water  Street  the 
house  occupied  by  the  lute  Charles  Damon,  and  tho 
reur  portion  of  the  residence  of  the  late  Tucker 
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Damon,  lire  of  early  date.  The  house  on  Eldridge 
lane,  between  Water  Street  and  the  river,  formerly 
occupied  by  Harvey  Caswell,  is  of  Revolutionary 
date.  Into  this  building  it  is  that  a  ball  was  fired  at 
the  time  of  the  British  attack  on  the  village.  The 
ball  entered  one  of  the  chambers,  passed  through  the 
room,  and  imbedded  itself  in  the  opposite  wall. 

There  are  standing  on  Main  Street  two  old  houses. 
One  of  these  is  the  Taboy  house,  a  small  old-fashioned 
building,  nearly  opposite  the  Union  Hotel.  The  rear 
portion  is  the  older,  and  wassaid  to  have  been  brought 
from  New  Bedford  on  the  ice,  though  there  was  some 
contradiction  to  this  story.  The  second  building  is 
the  gnmbrel-roofcd  house,  the  only  one  of  that  style 
in  town,  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Centre  Streets, 
opposite  Phrenix  Hall.  It  is  related  of  the  master  of 
this  house  that  he  declared  seeing  in  a  dream  the  ap- 
proach to  the  village  of  a  squadron  of  armed  vessels, 
and  that  when  the  British  fleet  appeared  and  took  up 
its  position  east  of  outer  Egg  Island  its  appearance 
corresponded  exactly  with  the  previous  vision.  It  is 
even  asserted  that  it  was  no  dream  at  all,  but  that 
from  some  marvelous  cause  he,  looking  from  his 
cast  chamber  window,  actually  saw  the  fleet  long  be- 
fore its  arrival.  Another  story  of  this  man,  whose 
name  was  Tabcr,  is  that  one  day  as  he  was  about  to 
step  from  his  house  in  going  to  his  shop,  he  beheld 
standing  in  the  shop-door  Joseph  Francis,  a  man 
whom  he  well  knew,  who  had  a  few  days  hefore 
sailed  on  a  whaling  voyage.  As  Mr.  Tabcr  ap- 
proached, Francis  turned,  and  walking  towards  an- 
other door,  disappeared,  all  search  for  him  proving 
vain.  Mr.  Taber  was  troubled,  but  kept  the  matter 
quiet  until,  ten  days  later,  the  news  came  of  the  loss 
of  the  "  Thetis,"  with  twenty-nine  of  those  who  sailed 
in  her,  Francis  being  among  the  number.  Though 
the  supernatural  element  in  these  events  may  have 
been  an  illusion,  and  a  belief  in  the  marvelous  may 
have  been  more  readily  entertained  then  than  at 
present,  yet  the  workings  of  certain  phenomena  upon 
certain  minds  seem  almost  unaccountable. 

One  of  the  older  houses  at  Naskatucket  was  the 
Copcland  house,  which  has  been  torn  down.  Scon- 
ticut  Neck  was  the  place  of  residence  of  several  of 
the  old  families  of  the  town,  and  here  some  of  the 
older  houses  were  built.  Among  the  dwellers  on  the 
Neck  was  Samuel  Hathaway,  of  whom  it  is  related 
that,  after  the  labors  of  the  week,  when  Sunday  came, 
he  would  hoist  sail  and  away  to  Falmouth  in  order  to 
attend  divine  service  there.  Here  also  lingered  the 
last  remnant  of  the  Indians  who  remained  in  this 
vicinity.  Will  Simon,  a  well-known  Indian,  died  in 
1817,  and  Martha,  the  last  of  her  race,  some  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years  ago.  It  seems  to  be  well  estab- 
lished, though  not  extensively  known,  that  the  people 
of  this  village,  then  a  portion  of  Dartmouth,  may 
claim  the  honor  of  the  first  naval  capture  in  the  Revo- 
lution. On  May  14,  1776,  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Pope 
and  Capt.  Daniel  Egery,  commanding  the  sloop  "  Suc- 


cess," captured  two  tenders  of  the  British  sloop-of- 
war  "  Falcon,"  off  West  Island.  A  council  was  held 
to  determine  what  disposition  to  make  of  the  captives, 
but  the  captors,  fearful  for  the  result,  marched  them 
off  hurriedly  to  Taunton  ere  the  decision  was  reached. 
A  rusty  swivel  lashed  to  a  timber-head  was  the  only 
carriage-gun  on  the  craft.  The  men  added  two  or 
three  buckshot  to  the  bullet  in  each  charge  of  their 
muskets.  The  first  verbal  report  of  the  transaction 
before  the  Provincial  Congress  gave  the  number  of 
prisoners  as  fifteen,  although,  whon  the  question  of 
disposition  finally  came  up,  but  four  were  mentioned. 
The  account  of  the  British  movement  against  Fair- 
haven  during  the  Revolution  is  substantially  as  fol- 
lows: On  Saturday,  Sept.  3,  1778,  the  troops  landed 
at  Clarke's  Cove,  marched  up  to  the  Head  of  the  River, 
destroying  property  in  the  village  of  Bedford,  and 
passed  around  down  on  to  Soonticut  Neck,  avoiding 
the  village,  but  making  some  depredntious  and  burn- 
ing a  few  buildings  on  their  way,  including  a  school- 
house  where  the  house  of  George  H.  Taber  now 
stands.  The  fleet  dropped  over  from  Clarke's  Cove  to 
a  position  near  outer  Egg  Island.    Many  of  the  terri- 

'  fled  inhabitants,  appalled  at  the  presence  of  such  an 

t  armament  in  our  waters,  snatched  up  what  could  con- 
veniently be  carried  off,  and  fled  to  the  woods. 

Fort  Phoenix  was  captured  by  the  British  on  Sun- 
day or  Monday,  and  on  Monday  night,  the  enemy 
having  re-embarked  from  the  Neck,  an  attack  was 
made  upon  the  village,  of  which  the  following  account 
was  given  by  President  Dwight,  of  Yale  College,  as 
found  in  Ricketson's  History  of  New  Bedford: 

"  The  militia  of  the  neighboring  country  had  beeu 
summoned  to  the  defense  of  this  village.  Their  com- 
mander was  a  man  far  advanced  in  years.  Under  the 
influence  of  that  languor  which  at  this  period  en- 
feebles both  the  body  and  the  mind  he  determined 
that  the  place  must  bo  given  up  to  the  enemy,  and 
that  no  opposition  to  their  ravages  could  be  made 
with  any  hope  of  success.  This  decision  of  their  offi- 
cer necessarily  spread  its  benumbing  influence  over 
the  militia,  and  threatened  an  absolute  prevention  of 
all  enterprise  and  the  destruction  of  this  handsome 
village.   Among  the  officers  belonging  to  the  brigade 

I  was  Israel  Fearing,  Esq.,  a  major  of  one  of  the  regi- 
ments. This  gallant  young  man,  observing  the  torpor 
which  was  spreadiug  among  the  troops,  invited  as 
many  as  had  sufficient  spirit  to  follow  him  and  station 
themselves  at  the  post  of  danger.  Among  those  who 
accepted  the  invitation  was  one  of  the  colonels,  who, 
of  course,  became  the  commandant;  but  after  they 
had  arrived  at  Fairhaven,  and  the  night  had  come 
on,  he  proposed  to  march  the  troops  back  into  the 
country.  He  was  warmly  opposed  by  Maj.  Fearing, 
and  finding  that  he  could  not  prevail,  prudently  re- 
tired to  a  house  three  miles  distant,  where  he  passed 
the  night  in  safety.  After  the  colonel  had  withdrawn, 

|  Maj.  Fearing,  now  commander-in-chief,  arranged  his 
men  with  activity  and  skill,  and  soon  perceived  tho 
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British  approaching.  The  militia,  in  the  strictest 
sense  raw,  already  alarmed  by  the  reluctance  of  their 
•uperior  officers  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  naturally 
judging  that  men  of  years  must  understand  the  real 
state  of  the  danger  better  than  Maj.  Fearing,  a  mere 
youtb,  were  panic-struck  at  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  and  instantly  withdrew  from  their  poet.  At 
this  critical  moment  Maj.  Fearing,  with  the  decision 
which  awes  men  into  a  strong  Bense  of  duty,  rallied 
them,  and,  placing  himself  in  the  rear,  declared  in  a 
tone  which  removed  all  doubt  that  he  would  kill  the 
first  man  whom  he  found  retreating.  The  resolution 
of  their  chief  recalls  theirs.  With  the  utmost  expe- 
dition he  led  them  to  the  scene  of  danger.  The 
British  had  already  set  fire  to  several  stores.  Between 
these  buildings  and  the  rest  of  the  village  he  stationed 
his  troops,  and  ordered  them  to  lie  close,  in  profound 
silence,  until  the  enemy,  who  were  advancing, should 
have  come  so  near  that  no  marksman  could  easily 
mistake  his  object.  The  orders  were  punctually 
obeyed.  When  the  enemy  had  arrived  within  this 
distance  the  Americans  rose,  and  with  a  well-directed 
fire  gave  them  a  warm  and  unexpected  reception. 
The  British  fled  instantly  to  their  boats,  and  fell  down 
the  river  with  the  utmost  expedition.  From  the 
quantity  of  blood  found  the  next  day  in  their  line  of 
march  it  was  supposed  that  their  loss  was  considerable. 
Thus  did  this  heroic  youth,  in  opposition  to  his  su- 
perior officers,  preserve  Fairhaven,  and  merit*  a  statue 
from  its  inhabitants." 

In  regard  to  this  affair  a  letter  from  Maj.-Oen. 
Grey  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated  on  board  the 
"Carysfort"  frigate,  off  Bedford  harbor,  Sept.  6, 
1778,  says,  "  The  only  battery  they  had  was  on  the 
Fairhaven  side,  an  inclosed  fort  with  eleven  pieces 
of  cannon,  which  was  abandoned  and  the  cannon 
properly  demolished  by  Capt.  Scott,  commanding 
officer  of  the  artillery,  and  the  magazine  blown  up." 
Among  the  incidents  of  this  attack  was  the  killing, 
on  Sconticut  Neck,  of  a  British  guard  by  an  American 
prisoner  named  Pease.  The  story  goes  that  Pease 
crept  stealthily  up  to  the  guard,  and  a*  the  soldier 
turned  in  pacing  his  beat  struck  him  over  the  head 
with  a  stake,  killing  him  instantly.  It  was  supposed 
that  the  deed  was  witnessed  from  the  fleet  by  the 
British,  as  the  report  of  a  gun  was  heard  soon  after, 
and  it  is  certain  that  the  body  was  buried  and  after- 
wards disinterred  by  an  Indian,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  gilt  buttons  on  the  uniform.  It  is  said  that  Pease 
afterwards  lost  hi*  life  by  an  accidental  blow  upon 
the  same  portion  of  the  head.  A  few  words  relative 
to  the  history  of  the  old  guu  which  stands  muzzle 
down  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Centre  Street*  will 
be  of  interest.  On  March  2,  1777,  Ezekiel  Hopkins, 
commander  of  ship  "Alfred,"  carrying  twenty-eight 
guns,  while  on  a  cruise  in  Southern  waters  for  the 
purpose  of  intercepting  and  capturing  British  vessels, 
visited  Nassau,  made  the  Governor  a  prisouer,  took 
one  hundred  guns  or  cannou,  and  a  quantity  of  mili- 


tary stores,  and  arrived  at  New  London,  Conn.,  March 
17th.  Several  of  these  guns  were  sent  here  and 
placed  on  the  fort  At  its  capture  by  the  British 
they  were  spiked  and  rendered  almost  useless.  This 
gun,  the  only  one  remaining  of  tho  original  number, 
was  soon  after  taken  from  the  fort  by  Nathaniel  Pope 
and  placed  at  what  is  now  the  foot  of  Union  Street 
for  the  defense  of  the  village.  Here  it  remained 
until  Union  wharf  was  built.  It  was  then  removed 
and  planted  muzzle  down  near  the  old  church.  About 
the  time  that  the  church  was  altered  to  a  public  hall 
it  was  again  removed,  but  has  now  been  restored  to 
its  position  on  the  corner. 

In  the  year  1790  was  made  the  twenty-acre  pur- 
chase, from  land  of  Elnathan  Pope,  on  which  the 
older  part  of  the  village  was  laid  out.  The  following 
streets  were  surveyed  within  this  tract:  Water,  Mid- 
dle, Main  from  Washington  to  the  south  end  of  the 
purchase,  Centre  from  Middle  to  Main,  Union  from 
Main  to  Water,  Washington  from  Main  to  the  river. 
It  is  possible  that  some  of  these  names  were  not  ap- 
plied until  a  later  date.  Centre  Street  from  Main  to 
Green  was  probably  already  in  existence,  forming  a 
part  of  the  old  road  to  the  Head  of  the  River. 

The  proprietors  of  land  on  these  streets  were  as  fol- 
lows: On  the  west  side  of  Middle  Street,  crossing 
Water  to  the  river,  Abisha  Delano,  Reuben  Delano 
(two  lots),  Noah  Allen  (three  lots),  Ephraim  Delano, 
Jonathan  Negus,  Thomas  Taber,  Isaiah  Eldridge  (two 
Iota),  Richard  Delano,  Caleb  Church,  Thomas  Nye, 
John  Wady  (three  lots),  Jonathan  Hathaway,  Eleazar 
Hathaway,  Nathaniel  Delano;  on  the  west  side  of 
Main  Street,  extending  to  Middle,  Abisha  Delano, 
Isaiah  Eldridge  (two  lots),  Ephraim  Delano,  Jona- 
than Hathaway,  Nathaniel  Delano,  Eleazar  Hatha- 
way, Noah  Allen,  John  Wing,  and  Thomas  Nye;  on 
the  east  side  of  Main  Street,  Thomas  Taber,  Jona- 
than Negus,  John  Wady  (two  lots),  Caleb  Church, 
Reuben  Delano  (two  lots),  Noah  Allen  (three  lots). 
The  old  high-water  line,  it  is  thought,  crossed  Water 
Street  near  the  foot  of  Centre  Street,  and  approached 
Middle  Street  at  the  southern  end.  In  1795  a  street 
leading  from  Fairhaven  to  Oxford  was  constructed, 
beginning  at  the  north  of  Samuel  Proctor's  garden. 
This  was  of  course  that  part  of  Main  Street  which 
crosses  the  Mill  iiriiigo  and  leads  north.  In  this  year, 
therefore,  it  is  probable  that  the  Mill  Bridge  was  built. 
The  old  church  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Centre 
Streets  was  erected  about  the  same  time.  The  New 
Bedford  Bridge  was  incorporated  in  the  next  year, 
1790.  The  land  east  of  Main  Street,  from  the  mill- 
pond  to  tho  old  cemetery,  was  owned  by  William 
Rotch,  of  New  Bedford,  remained  in  the  possession  of 
his  family  for  a  number  of  years,  and  no  streets  were 
laid  out  within  its  limit*  Tor  a  long  period.  The 
people  of  Fairhaven  at  the  beginning  of  the  century 
were,  in  contrast  to  their  present  political  status, 
ardent  supporters  of  the  ultra  Democratic  views  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  and  on  July  4,  1801,  had  quite  a  lively 
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celebration  in  honor  of  the  doctrine  of  enlarged 
lilicrty.  In  curly  days  the  liberty-pole  m  him]  on  the  j 
lot  where  now  stands  the  residence  of  Hon.  E.  R. 
Siiwin,  corner  of  Middle  and  Centre  8trect*.  As  years 
went  on  the  result  of  the  political  antagonism  between 
Fairhaven  and  New  Bedford  wan  the  incorporation, 
in  1812,  of  the  town  of  Fairhaven.  The  New  Bed- 
font  Gazette  of  Feb.  21,  1812.  contains  the  following: 
"The  bill  for  establishing  the  town  of  Fairhaven  was 
taken  up  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  concurrence 
with  the  8enato,  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  to  one 
hundred  aud  eighty -eight"  The  first  Fourth  or  July 
after  the  incorporation  was  celebrated  at  the  Head  of 
the  River  with  the  reading  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence and  President's  message,  singing  of  an 
by  Lieut.  Henry  Whitman,  U.S.N., 
i  by  James  L.  Hodges,  Esq.,  of  Taun- 
ton, at  the  meeting-house,  followed  by  a  dinner  at 
Pratte  tavern,  presided  over  by  Hon.  Nathaniel  Mor- 
ton, Jr.,  Capt.  Noah  Btoddard,  and  John  Hanes,  Esq. 
There  was  published  in  New  Bedford  about  this  time 
a  strongly  Democratic  paper  culled  the  New  Bedford 
Gazette.  The  political  climate,  however,  becoming 
too  hot  for  its  comfort,  it  woa  transplanted  to  the  more 
congenial  soil  of  Fairhaven,  and  flourished  here  under 
the  name  of  tho  Ilrittol  Gazette  about  the  year  1813. 
Daniel  Oleason,  Jr.,  was  publisher  for  a  time,  but  he 
having  been  appointed  to  a  government  office  nt  the 
fort,  retired  and  was  succeeded  by  Paul  Taber.  The 
editorial  sanctum  wa*,  wc  believe,  near  the  head  of 
the  old  South  wharf.  The  war  of  1812  interfered  with 
the  business  of  Fairhaven,  but  this  temporary  cloud 


On  8ept,  28,  1815,  occurred  one  of  the  most  terrific 
gales  ever  known  on  this  coast.  It  is  said  that  the 
tide  rose  ten  or  eleven  feet  higher  than  had  ever  been 
known  before,  inundating,  of  course,  stores  and  dwell- 
ings in  the  village.  Two  stores  on  tho  Old  South 
wharf  and  one  on  the  Union  wharf  were  carried 
away,  also  11.  Church's  barn  and  contents,  and  Sam- 
uel Borden's  ropewalk,  which  extended  from  the  main 
land  to  Crow  Island.  Several  dwellings  were  more  or 
less  injured.  It  is  related  that  a  long  boat  put  off 
from  the  store  of  John  Delano,  on  Union  wharf,  con- 
taining Stephen  Mcrrihew,  Asa  Swift,  William  P. 
Jennoy,  and  others.  They  landed  at  Capt.  Samuel 
Borden's,  above  the  bridge,  and  stopped  until  the  tide 
ebbed.  "Capt.  Borden's  horse  was  in  the  keeping- 
room,  tied  to  the  crane,  and  barrels  of  oil,  stored  in 
the  cellar,  floated  up  and  thumped  heavily  against  the 
floor,  caused  by  the  wind  and  tide  rushing  in  through 
the  cellar  windows."  Two  or  three  persons  from  this 
town,  wc  believe,  lost  their  lives  in  this  storm.  Few 
event*  of  interest,  aside  from  the  successes  and  sub- 
sequent decline  of  the  town's  peculiar  branch  of  in- 
dustry, have  marked  its  later  history.  Previous  to 
the  financial  crisis  of  1857  the  town  increased  greatly 
in  population,  wealth,  and  business  enterprise,  while 
the  moral  worth  and  general  excellence  of  the  com- 


munity was  and  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  the 
people.  The  records  of  the  first  few  years  of  the 
town's  existence  are  said  to  have  been  lost  in  the 
great  gale  of  1815.  Some  of  the  earliest  town-meet- 
ings were  held  in  the  Methodist  meeting-house  at  the 
Head  of  the  River.  In  1818  meetings  were  held  in 
the  old  Congregational  meeting-house  at  the  Head 
of  the  River,  and  continued  to  be  held  there  until 
about  1831-32,  wheu  they  were  transferred  to  the 
Academy  Hall,  on  Main  Street,  between  Fairhaven 
and  Oxford  village.  There  seems  to  have  been  some 
objection  to  holding  the  meetings  here,  probably  on 
the  part  of  people  from  the  northern  portion  of  tho 
town,  who  were  obliged  to  come  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. Here,  however,  they  continued  to  be  held 
until,  in  1843,  the  town  house  was  built,  on  the  road 
to  tho  Head  of  the  River,  near  the  Woodside  Ceme- 
tery, over  a  mile  north  of  the  village.  This  building 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1868. 

For  a  few  years  meetings  were  held  in  Sawin's 
Hall,  on  William  Street,  and  the  division  of  the 
town,  in  1860,  removed  further  objection  to  the  hold- 
ing of  them  within  the  village.  Since  18G4  they  have 
been  held  in  Phceoix  Hall.  In  1825  it  was  voted  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  the  opening  of  a  passage 
from  Long  Pond,  in  Middleborough,  to  the  Acushnet 
River,  by  means  of  which  a  valuable  fishery  could  be 
secured  to  the  towns  along  the  banks  of  the  river. 
This,  however,  was,  we  think,  not  accomplished.  Ia 
1828  money  was  raised  for  the  purchase  of  a  burying- 
ground  and  building  one-half  of  the  stone  bridge  at 
the  Head  of  the  River.  The  bridge  is  a  substantial 
reality,  but  the  cemetery  project  seems  not  to  have 
been  so  successful,  a  fact  for  which,  in  view  what  has 
transpired  since,  we  can  only  be  grateful.  In  1830, 
to  the  credit  of  the  town,  be  it  known  that  it  was 
voted,  "  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Fairhaven  that  there  be  no  licenses  granted  to  retail- 
ers or  taverns  for  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  for  the 
ensuing  year.  In  1882  and  1833  there  was  a  great 
advance  in  building  operations  in  the  village.  In 
tho  latter  year  William,  Walnut,  and  Green  Streets 
were  accepted,  as  well  as  Washington  and  Union  as 
far  east  as  Green.  Numerous  substantial  residences 
were  built  in  various  parts  of  the  village  at  this  time. 
In  1836  we  find  the  first  vote  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  a  fire-engine,  and  in  1842  the  first  one  authorising 
the  construction  of  a  sidewalk.  This  was  the  plank 
walk  which  formerly  crossed  the  Mill  Bridge.  8ince 
that  date  flagged  sidewalks  have,been  laid  on  a  large 
part  of  Main  and  Centre  Streets,  as  well  as  flagged 
and  brick  walks  on  other  streets.  Recently  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  concreting  has  been  done. 

In  1850  Riverside  Cemetery,  a  beautiful  resting- 
place  for  the  dead,  presented  to  the  people  of  the 
town  by  Warren  Delano,  Jr.,  was  consecrated.  Its 
natural  beauties  were  greatly  enhanced  by  the  donor 
in  the  lay-out  and  adornment  of  the  grounds,  which 
have  been  still  further  embellished  by  the  care  and 
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taste  of  owners  of  lots.  The  Fairhaven  Branch  Rail- 
road, opened  in  1864,  passed  through  a  portion  of  the 
old  cemetery  at  the  foot  of  William  Street.  The 
northern  part  was  allowed  to  remain,  and  has  since 
been  an  unsightly  disfigurement  to  the  village.  Hap- 
pily, a  number  of  removals  have  of  late  been  made 
from  here,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  soon  few  vestiges 
of  its  former  use  may  remain. 

Up  to  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  village  was  a 
busy  place,  in  consequence  of  the  whale  fishery  and 
industries  connected  therewith.  With  the  sudden 
decline  of  whaling  tlie  town  was  lea  with  almost 
nothing  of  business  enterprise.  Population  and  wealth 
'decreased,  and  the  future  looked  dark  indeed.  Two 
manufacturing  companies  have,  however,  started  up 
since  that  period,  and  with  the  increasing  prosperity 
of  New  Bedford  and  slight  gains  in  population  better 
days  have  already  dawned.  The  increase  in  building 
operations  within  the  last  ten  years  over  the  amount 
during  the  previous  decade  has  been  marked.  On 
Sept.  8, 1869,  the  town  was  visited  by  a  furious  gale, 
which,  besides  inflicting  a  large  amount  of  minor 
damage,  tore  off  the  tall  steeple  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  which  had  been  a  prominent  landmark  for 
over  twenty  years.  It  also  carried  away  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  New  Bedford  bridge,  thus  rendering  Fair- 
haven  people  dependent  upon  a  ferry-boat  for  trans- 
portation to  and  from  New  Bedford.  Previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  bridge,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century,  the  village  of  Fairhaven  and  Bedford 
had,  we  think,  been  connected  by  a  rude  sort  of  ferry. 
This  first  bridge  was  destroyed  by  a  storm  in  1807. 
The  bridge  was  rebuilt  and  again  destroyed  in  the 
great  gale  of  1815,  while  the  next  structure,  after  en- 
during for  a  half-ceutury  and  more,  met  with  the 
disaster  mentioned  above.  Up  to  this  period  it  had 
been  customary  to  collect  toll  from  passengers.  The 
removal  of  this  burden  has  proved  to  be  a  great  con- 
venience to  the  people  of  the  town  since  the  reopening 
of  the  bridge  in  June,  1870.  In  former  days,  and 
especially  after  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  in  1869, 
there  was  some  opposition  on  the  part  of  New  Bedford 
people  to  its  present  location.  The  advantages  of  its 
present  situation  are,  however,  so  great  that  the  ques- 
tion may  now  be  considered  as  a  thing  of  the  past. 
About  1833  a  ferry-boat  was  put  on  the  routo  between 
Fairhaven  and  New  Bedford,  in  order  more  effectu- 
ally to  accommodate  traffic  between  the  two  growing 
places. 

The  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Railroad  was 
opened  about  1840,  and  for  some  time  a  coach  was 
run  to  accommodate  Fairhaven  passengers.  In  1864 
was  opened  the  Fairhaven  Branch  Railroad,  con- 
necting with  the  Cape  Cod  Railroad  at  Tremont, 
opening  a  through  line  from  Fairhaven  to  Boston, 
and  connecting  New  Bedford  with  Cape  Cod  and 
Plymouth  County.  A  new  and  more  commodious 
steam  ferry  was  at  this  time  put  on  the  New  Bedford 
route  by  the  railroad  company.   At  about  this  time, 


R  A.  Dunham  put  on  his  line  of  omnibuses,  which 
continued  to  run  to  New  Bedford,  with  the  exception 
or  periods  when  the  bridge  was  impassable,  until 
1872.  In  October  of  that  year  was  opened  the  Fair- 
haven Branch  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven 
Street  Railroad,  a  convenience  which  is  greatly  appre- 
ciated by  the  people.  In  1873  the  ferry-boat "  Union" 
was  disposed  of,  and  since  that  time  regular  traffic 

;  has  been  given  over  to  the  street  railroad  company. 
The  Fairhaven  Branch  Railroad  was  sold  to  the  New 
Bedford  and  Taunton  some  years  after  its  comple- 
tion, and  since  that  time  has  passed  into  the  bauds 
of  the  New  Bedford  Railroad  Company,  Boston, 
Clinton,  Fitchburg,  and  New  Bedford  Company, 
and  in  1879  was  leased  by  the  Old  Colony.  A  tele- 
graph office  is  maintained  at  the  railroad  station,  and 
telephonic  connection  with  the  New  Bedford  central 
office  is  availed  of  by  a  number  of  residents.  Aside 
from  the  wharves  and  some  buildings  in  the  older 
portion  of  the  ullage  there  is  little  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  decayed  seaport  about  Fairhaven.  The 
streets  are  more  regulur  than  in  many  places,  nnd 
some  of  them  are  beautifully  shaded.  Centre  Street, 
in   particular,  beneath    its   arch    of  waving  elm 

|  branches,  forms  a  lovely  vista  during  the  warm  sea- 
son. Tasteful  and  substantial  residences  scattered 
about  the  village  add  to  its  good  appearauce. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  town  possesses  no 
common  or  park,  and  that  many  of  the  houses  stand 
close  together  and  very  near  the  street,  since  its 
beauty  might  have  been  greatly  increased  by  large 
public  or  private  grounds.  In  Riverside  Cemetery 
stands  a  neat  and  tasteful  monument  erected  by  the 
town  in  1867  in  memory  of  her  citixens  who  lost  their 
lives  in  the  rebellion.  The  monument  bears  the 
following  names:  Bart.  Aiken,  Charles  II.  Austin, 
Joseph  8.  Caswell,  Benjamin  F.  Co  wen,  Edward  II. 
Dillingham,  Lewis  Albert  Drew,  Charles  Eldridgc, 
Barnabas  Ener,  Jr.,  John  Arthur  Fitch,  Ebenezer  B. 
Hathaway,  Charles  N.  Jenney,  James  Merrihew, 

[  Harvey  C.  Morse,  Ebenexer  Parsons,  Jr.,  Phineas 
Peckham,  Jr.,  George  F.  Rogers,  Francis  H.  Stod- 
dard, Loring  P.  Taber,  John  M.  Thompson,  Amos  S. 
Tripp,  William  B.  Watterson,  William  A.  West. 

Within  the  last  few  years  Fairhaven  has  been 
steadily  growing  in  favor  as  a  pleasant  but  unpreten- 
tious summer  resort.  The  heat  is  tempered  by  the 
southwest  winds  from  the  bay,  and  our  beautiful  river 
and  harbor  afford  facilities  for  boating  and  fishing. 
Fort  Pbumix,  now  dismantled,  affords,  with  its  adja- 
cent rocks  and  beaches,  a  delightful  resort  for  the 
rambler  on  a  summer's  afternoon.  The  view  of  the 
river  dotted  with  sailing  craft,  the  compact  mass  of 
roofs  of  the  neighboring  city,  sprinkled  with  towers 
and  spires,  forming  a  charmingly  variegated  picture 
along  the  opposite  bank ;  the  wooded  shores  of  Clark's 
Point  and  Sconticut  Neck  below  on  opposite  sides  of 
the  harbor,  the  bright  waters  of  the  bay  fading  far  off 
at  the  south  into  the  blue  shores  of  Falmouth,  Nau- 
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ahon,  Naahawena,  and  Cuttyhunk,  is  a  source  of  de- 
light to  the  lover  of  nntnral  scenery.  One  would 
like  to  see  more  activity  about  the  quiet  street*  and 
wharves  of  Fairhaven.  Still,  the  swift-ebbinR  tide 
of  business  prosperity  lias  begun  to  rise,  and  from 
the  advantages  of  ita  situation,  its  proximity  to  New  [ 
Bedford,  and  from  the  excellence  of  the  community 
itself,  the  future  outlook  for  the  town  is  not  unfavor- 
able. 

The  writer  would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  aid 
furnished  him  in  the  compilation  of  historical  matter 
by  Mews.  Charles  Eldridge,  Job  E.  Tripp  (of  whose 
historical  sketch  of  the  Unitarian  Church  the  follow- 
ing is,  in  the  main,  an  abstract),  Kben  Akin,  Jr.,  and 
Mr.  Itigraham,  of  the  New  Bedford  Public  Library. 
Rickctson's  "History  of  New  Bedford,"  and  news- 
paper sketches  written  by  various  persons,  have 
aflbrde-1  assistance. 

Industries  and  Corporations.— A  number  of 
branches  of  business  connected  either  directly  or  In- 
directly with  the  whale  fishery,  such  as  ship-building 
and  repairing,  coopering,  sail-making,  ami  sperm- 
candle  manufacturing,  have  been  carried  on  in  this 
place.  Ship-building  early  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  people  of  Oxford  village  and  Fairhaven.  About 
the  year  1800,  Abner  Prase  built,  near  his  homestead, 
several  ship*  and  smaller  vessels.  At  a  later  dnte  the 
business  was  continued  by  John  and  Joshua  Delano 
at  the  Union  wharf  ship-yard.  They  were  followed 
by  Elias  Terry  and  Fish  &  Nuttlestone.  Here  were 
built  a  number  of  ships  and  other  vessels,  and  at 
times  two  or  three  vessels  might  have  been  seen  in 
process  of  construction.  Two  of  the  largest  ships  ever 
built  on  the  river,  the  "Sea  Nymph"  and  "John 
Milton,"  were  built  by  Fish  A  Nuttlestone  for  the 
late  Edward  M.  Robinson,  of  New  Bedford.  Vessels 
were  also  built  on  Main  Street  in  a  lot  north  of  the 
residence  of  the  late  Isaac  Wood.  Messrs.  Delano  A 
Co.  have  built  a  number  of  first-class  ships  and  other 
vessels  nt  the  yard  of  the  late  Capt.  William  G.  Be- 
lackler,  on  Fort  Street.  The  business  has  now  been  ] 
discontinued.  The  Fairhaven  Marine  Railway,  on 
which  vessels  arc  drawn  up  for  repairs,  is  still  in  ex- 
istence. There  were  two  candle  manufactories,  one 
at  the  head  of  Middle  Street,  the  other  on  Fort  Street. 
The  bitter  was  built  by  the  late  William  R.  Rodman, 
or  New  Bedford,  in  1831  or  1832.  There  are  now  two 
manufacturing  companies  established  in  the  town,— 
the  American  Tack  Company  and  the  Fairhaven  Iron- 
Works.  A  portion  of  the  building  now  occupied  by 
the  iron-works  was  formerly  used  as  a  cotton-mill. 
The  Fairhaven  Star,  a  weekly  newspaper,  published  by 
C.  D.  Waldron,  was  established  in  1879. 

National  Bank  of  Fairhaven. — Incorporated 
in  1831,  reorganised  in  18(54.  L.  8.  Judd,  president; 
Reuben  Nye,  cashier;  Directors,  L.  S.  Judd,  Isaiah 
West,  Cyrus  D.  Hunt,  Pbincas  E.  Terry,  Charles  H. 
Morton,  Levi  M.  Pnow,  James  V.  Cox.  Capital,  one  | 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
18 


Fairhavbn  Institution  for  Savinos  was  in- 
corporated in  1882.  President,  George  H.  Taber; 
Treasurer,  Charles  Drew;  Board  of  Investment, 
George  H.  Taber,  Charles  H.  Morton,  Walter  P. 
Winaor,  Thomas  B.  Fallcr,  and  John  B.  Hussey; 
Trustees,  George  H.  Taber,  Reuben  Nye,  Bartholo- 
mew Taber,  John  M.  Howland,  Lewis  8.  Judd,  James 
V.  Cox,  Noah  Stoddard,  Cyrus  D.  Hunt,  Job  0.  Tripp, 
George  F.  Howland,  Isaac  Terry,  Walter  P.  Winsor, 
Thomas  B.  Fallor,  Charles  H.  Morton,  Jonathan 
H.  Holmes,  John  B.  Hussey,  Levi  M.  Snow,  John 
May  hew. 

Fairhavbn  Iron-Works  were  incorporated  in 
1879.  (Successor  to  Boston  and  Fairhaven  Iron- 
Works,  incorporated  1863.)  President,  1882,  Edwin 
S.  Thayer;  Directors,  Edwin  6.  Thayer,  Lewis  8. 
Judd,  Thomas  H.  Knowles;  Treasurer,  Job  C. 
Tripp;  Superintendent,  William  C.  Lincoln. 

American  Tack  Company  was  incorporated  in 
1867.  President,  1882,  J.  A.  Beauvais;  Directors,  J. 
A.  Beauvais,  C.  P.  Brightman,  C.  D.  Hunt,  L.  8. 
Judd,  Loam  Snow,  Jr.;  Treasurer,  J.  A.  Beauvais. 
Capital,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

This  company  made  use  of  a  stone  building  on 
Fort  Street,  erected  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
sperm  candles.  They  have  since  built  a  two-story 
and  French-roof  building  at  the  west,  and  during  the 
past  year  (1882)  have  added  a  three  and  one-half 
story  stone  addition  to  the  main  building. 

The  Whale  Fishery.-In  Starbuck'a  "  History  of 
the  American  Whale  Fishery"  we  read :  In  the  vicinity 
of  New  Bedford  whaling  probably  begun  but  little 
prior  to  1760.  In  that  year  William  Wood,  of  Dart- 
mouth, sold  to  Elnathan  Eldridge,  of  the  same  town, 
a  certain  tract  of  land  located  within  the  present 
town  of  Fairhaven,  and  within  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  of  the  centre  of  the  town,  on  tho  banks  of  the 
Acushnet  River,  "always excepting  and  reserving  . . . 
that  part  of  the  same  where  the  try  house  and  Oyl 
Shed  now  stands."  This  tract  of  land  was  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Oxford,  and  we  are  informed  that  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  first  whaling-vessels  were  fitted 
at  this  place.  The  earliest  voyage  of  which  the  writer 
has  any  knowledge  wns  that  of  the  sloop  "  Phamix" 
in  1743,  tho  proceeds  of  which  amounted  to  nine 
hundred  and  sixteen  pounds,  eighteen  shillings,  and 
four  pence.  8hc  was  followed  by  sloops  "  Diamond" 
in  1744,  "Speedwell"  in  1745,  "Speedwell"  and 
"  Rainbow"  in  1746-47.  The  "  Rainbow"  also  sailed 
in  1750  and  1751.  Thomas  Nye,  Judah  Paddock, 
Bartholomew  Taber,  James  Hatbeway,  or  Hathaway, 
were  among  those  interested  in  the  business  at  this 
early  period.  From  Oxford,  in  1765,  came  sloops 
"  Industry"  and  "  Dove,"  and  in  1767  sloops  "  Myriad," 
"Sea  Flower,"  "Rover,"  and  "8upply."  In  1758, 
during  the  French  and  Indian  war,  sloop  "Industry," 
Isaiah  Eldridge  master,  was  captured  by  a  French 
I  privateer,  but  concerning  the  result  of  the  capture  we 
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have  no  information.  Of  the  early  days  of  Oxford, 
Ricketaon's  "Hlatory  of  New  Bedford"  aays,  "The 
village  of  Oxford  at  this  period  fairly  rivaled  her 
neighbor  across  the  river.  Here  were  owned  and  fitted 
out  several  large  vessels, — shine,  brigs,  etc, — owned 
by  the  Bennetts,  Huddleetonee,  and  others.  The  sub- 
stantial old  houses  still  there  evince  a  state  of  pros- 
perity at  that  period."  It  is  stated  that  two  ships  and 
a  brig  have  been  seen  building  at  Oxford  ship-yard, 
and  four  ships  lying  at  the  wharf  at  the  same  time. 
The  names  of  some  of  the  early  whaling  captains  ure 
as  follows:  Thomas  Nye,  Ephraiin  Delano,  John 
Delano,  Elnathan  Delano,  Joseph  Tripp,  Isaiah 
Eldridge,  Salathiel  Eldridge,  and  Benjamin  Jenny. 
Of  Lewis  Taber  it  is  related  that  he  was  once  engaged 
to  sail  from  MatUpoisett  While  his  vessel  was 
fitting  it  was  his  custom  to  traverse  the  five  miles  or 
more  between  the  two  hamlets  of  Oxford  and  Matta- 
poisett  on  foot.  His  employer  perceiving  this,  in- 
formed him  that  if  he  would  return  with  one  huudred 
barrels  sperm,  be  should  be  provided  with  a  horse 
with  which  to  go  back  and  forth.  In  due  time  Cupt 
Taber  Bailed,  and  returned  from  a  successful  voyage 
in  one  week,  having  taken  a  large  whale,  and  received 
his  promised  reward. 

The  prosperity  of  bxford  as  a  separate  community 
was  checked  by  the  construction  of  the  New  Bedford 
bridge,  incorporated  in  1796.  Business  activity  soon 
passed  almost  entirely  to  the  lower  village.  The 
distance  between  the  villages  being,  however,  less 
than  a  mile,  there  has  been  for  many  years  practically 
no  dividing  line  between  them,  und  with  the  increase 
of  population  their  interests  became  mutual.  In  the 
early  dayB  of  Fairbaven  village  the  try-works  were 
located  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  land  of  Wil- 
liam N.  Alden,  corner  of  Main  and  Washington 
Streets.  Concerning  them  Capt.  Delano  writes, 
"North  of  the  Proctor  house  were  the  try-works, 
where  the  blubber  from  the  whalers  was  boiled  out. 
It  was  the  custom  invariably  to  bring  in  the  catch- 
ings  and  extract  the  oil  on  the  land.  Just  to  the 
northeast  of  the  try-works  is  the  entrance  to  Herring 
River,  up  which  the  whaling  vessels  went  to  get  their 
water,  which  they  obtained  at  a  well,  said  to  be  that 
attached  to  the  John  Milan  house,  between  which  and 
Herring  River  was  a  fresh-water  pond,  known  as  the 
Frog  Pond,  with  flags  growing  in  it."  Herring  River 
is  much  better  known  as  the  Mill  Pond,  and  the  John  , 
Milan  house  is  the  house  on  the  corner  of  Walnut 
and  Spring  Streets.  The  first  wharves  constructed 
arc  said  to  have  been  the  Old  South  and  the  old  pier 
at  the  foot  of  Washington  Street.  Union  Wharf  was 
built  about  1802  or  1803,  the  names  of  the  proprietors 
being  a*  follows:  William  Rotch,  Silas  Allen,  Noah 
Stoddard,  Nicholas  Stoddard,  John  Sherman,  Thomas 
Nye,  Benjamin  Church,  Jr.,  Stephen  Merrihew,  Na- 
thaniel Proctor,  John  Price,  Kelley  Eldridge,  Asa 
Swift,  Elias  Terry,  John  Delano,  Joseph  Tripp,  Levi 
Jenney.  Some  of  the  ships  owned  in  Fairhaven  pre- 


vious to  the  war  of  1812  were'  as  follows:  "Juno," 
»  President,"  "  Columbia,"  "  Exchange,"  and  "  Her- 
ald." The  latter  vessel  was  owned  by  Capt.  Samuel 
Borden.  Capt.  Jabex  Delano  writes,  concerning  her, 
"  It  was  a  gala  day  to  us  boys  when  the  old  '  Herald' 
came  in  with  her  cargo  of  oil  from  the  Brazil  Banks, 
which  she  performed  annually  for  many  years.  The 
peculiar  olden-tiiue  habits  so  indelibly  impress  the 
mind  that  they  live  as  though  of  yesterday's  occur- 
rence. Capt.  Borden  had  his  oxen  on  hand,  by  which 
the  heavy  hoisting  was  done,  while  the  light  casks 
and  barrels  were  hoisted  out  by  hand."  Other  ves- 
sels probably  belonging  in  Fairhaven  and  Oxford  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  were  schooner 
"Lively,"  Capt.  Rowland  Gibbs;  brig  "Atlantic," 
Capt.  Parker;  schooner  "Swan,"  Capt.  May  hew ; 
"  Sally,"  Capt.  Cunningham  ;  and  "  Industry,"  Capt. 
Talier.  Among  the  ship  owners  or  agents  of  this 
date  may  bo  mentioned  Messrs.  Samuel  Borden,  Ann- 
uel Proctor,  and  John  Alden. 

The  war  of  1812  inflicted  a  tem|»orary  check  upon 
maritime  pursuits,  but  after  it*  close  the  business 
grew  with  unprecedented  vigor,  and  during  the 
quarter  of  a  century  beginning  with  1830  Fuirhavcn 
saw  the  Hood-tide  of  its  business  prosperity.  During 
this  period  its  wharves  were  alive  with  workmen 
fitting  vessels  for  sea,  or  discharging  the  cargoes  of 
those  newly  arrived.  Bustle  and  activity  reigned. 
At  certain  periods  it  was  difficult  to  find  men  enough 
to  perform  the  work  required.  In  1821  three  vessels 
arrived  with  2200  barrels  sperm  and  800  burrels  whale 
oil.  In  1880  the  uuuiber  had  increased  to  eleven, 
with  8002  barrels  sperut,  11,093  whale,  and  67,300 
pounds  boue.  lu  1834  sixteen  vessels  arrived,  with 
12,963  barrels  sperm,  12,001  barrels  whale,  and  56,500 
pounds  bone.  Some  of  the  largest  aggregate  annual 
catches  of  sperm  and  whale  oil  were  made  as  follows: 
In  1837,  28,521  barrels;  1841,  20,730  barrels;  1842, 
27,680  barrels;  1846,  32,040  barrels;  1846,  27,624  bar- 
rels ;  and  1840,  29,804  barrels.  The  largest  reported 
amount  of  bone  brought  into  this  port  in  one  year 
was  477,900  pounds  in  1860.  The  number  of  whalers 
hailing  from  this  |>ort  was  in  1840  forty-four.  In 
1846  this  number  had  increased  to  forty-eight,  and 
iu  1847  to  fifty.  The  amount  of  tonnage  reuched  it* 
maximum  limit,  16,840,  in  1867.  In  1837  the  amount 
ol  money  invested  was  about  $045,000;  in  1850,  esti- 
mating $26,000  to  each  ship,  about  $1,360,000.  One 
of  the  moat  successful  voyages  recorded  of  a  Fair- 
haven vessel  is  that  of  the  hark  "Favorite,"  Capt. 

erce,  F.  It.  Whitncll,  agent,  which  arrived  June 
19,  1853,  with  84  barrels  sperm,  2211  barrels  whale, 
and  31,900  pounds  bone,  having  sent  home  300  bar- 
rels sperm,  4484  barrels  whale,  and  41,000  pounds 
bone,  the  aggregate  value  being  over  $100,000.  The 
"  Favorite"  was  gone  about  three  years.  Successful 
voyages  of  vessels  whose  agents  were  Oibbe  Sl  Jenuey, 
Nathan  Church,  and  other  Fairhaven  meichauts  are 
also  found  on  record. 
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Although  the  whale  fishery  war  greatly  conducive 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  town,  and  spread  abroad  her 
name  and  fame,  yet  it  had,  aa  ia  well  known,  its  dark 
and  tragic  aide.  In  1837  ship  "  Clifford  Wayne"  re- 
turned in  consequence  of  a  mutiny  among  the  crew, 
and  caused  thereby  a  loss  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to 
those  who  had  invested  in  her.  In  the  same  year 
ship  "Oregon"  was  lost  on  a  reef  near  Tahiti.  In 
1888  ship  "  Poctolus"  was  burned  in  the  Pacific.  On 
Dec.  22,  1842,  ship"8haron"  put  into  Sydney,  the 
crew  having  mutinied  and  killed  Capt.  Norris.  Capt. 
Jenncy,  of  the  "  Albion,"  was  killed  bv  a  whale  in 
March,  1844.  In  1847  ship  "Acushnet"  lost  her 
third  mate  and  four  men  in  consequence  of  a  boat 
being  stove,  and  in  1852  the  "  Heroine"  lost  her 
second  mate,  C.  Fuller,  and  five  men  in  a  severe  gale. 
In  1863  brig  "  Pavilion,"  Capt.  Handy,  was  lost,  with 
seven  of  her  crew,  in  Hudson's  Hay,  and  the  survivors 
endured  scveresu fieri ngs.  On  June  27, 1868,  occurred 
a  disaster  which  from  itn  character  is  one  of  the  most 
noticeable  that  ever  befell  a  Fairhaven  vessel.  On 
that  date  bark  "  Favorite,"  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Young, 
F.  It.  Whitnell,  agent,  was  captured  by  the  rebel 
cruiser  "  Shenandoah,"  after  a  bold  but  ineffectual 
efTort  at  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  gallant  captain. 

With  the  commercial  crash  of  1857,  the  increasing 
use  of  petroleum  for  illuminating  purposes,  and  the 
coming  on  of  the  Rebellion,  the  peculiar  industry  of 
the  town  rapidly  declined.    The  number  of  whaling 


els  decreased  from  forty-three  in  1859  to  nine  in 
1863,  causing,  of  course,  a  great  diminution  in  the 
amount  of  business  done.  A  few  vessels,  principally 
brigs  and  schooners,  were  sent  out  in  succeeding 
years,  but  at  the  present  date  not  a  single  Fairhaven 
vessel  is  engaged  in  the  business,  and  tho  town  must 
look  to  other  sources  for  future  prosperity.  The  last 
whnlc-ship  to  arrive  at  this  port  was  the  "General 
Scott,"  Capt.  William  Washburn,  Tripp  A  Terry, 
agent*,  which  arrived  Oct.  6,  18G9.  In  concluding 
this  sketch  the  mention  of  the  names  of  Gibbs  A 
Jenncy,  Warren  Delano,  Atkins  Adams,  F.  R  Whit- 
nell, Nathan  Church,  Jenney  A  Tripp,  Bradford  A 
Fallcr,  Fish  A  Robinson,  Ezekiel  Saw  in,  and  Lemuel 
Tripp  will  recall  to  the  minds  of  many  the  names  of 
the  prominent  shipping  merchants  of  the  town,  who, 
with  others,  contributed  by  their  business  enterprise 
to  its  wealth  and  prosperity. 

8chooli.— On  April  18,  1798,  a  number  of  citizens 
of  the  town  met,  and  agreed  to  build  "  an  academy 
between  the  villages  and  Oxford,  fifty  feet  and  half 
by  twenty-four  feet  and  half,  two  story  high."  The 
agreement  is  signed  by  Isaac  Sherman,  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln, Levi  Jenue,  Noah  8toddard,  Nicholas  Stoddard, 
Killcy  Eldridge,  Thomas  Delano,  Jethro  Allen,  Jo- 
seph Bates,  Robert  Bennet,  Reuben  Jenne,  Nicholaa 
Taber,  and  Luther  Willson.  In  1802  the  school  was 
taught  by  Richard  Sawyer,  and  later  in  the  same  year 
by  John  Nye  and  Abiah  Haskell.  For  a  number  of 
years  this  building  was  the  principal  place  of  in- 


struction for  the  young  people  of  the  town.  It  also 
served  aa  a  public  hall  and  place  for  religious  meet- 
ings during  a  portion  of  its  existence.  The  last  re- 
corded meeting  of  the  trustees  ia  dated  April  5, 1836. 
The  building  ia  now  the  property  of  Capt.  John  A. 
Hawes,  and  in  the  upper  portion  there  are  a  hand- 
some music  hall  and  a  billiard-room. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gould,  for  a  number  of  years  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  established  a  youog  la- 
dies' boarding-school,  which  had  an  excellent  reputa- 
tion, and  attracted  pupils  from  other  places  in  this 
part  of  the  8tate  as  well  as  from  town.  The  building 
sukhI  on  Main  Street,  but  was  removed  and  divided 
in  order  to  make  way  for  the  railroad.  The  High 
School  was  established  in  1851,  and  made  use  of  the 
church  edifice  on  Main  Street  previously  occupied 
by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  8ociety. 

The  First  Congregational  Church.— Previous  to 
the  year  1794  there  existed  within  the  present  limits 
of  the  town  no  church  organization.  People  from 
Oxford,  Fairhaven,  and  8conticut  Neck  who  wished 
to  attend  the  services  of  the  Lord's  day  made  weekly 
pilgrimages  over  such  roads  as  were  then  in  existence 
to  the  old  church  at  the  Head  of  the  River.  The  fol- 
lowing description  of  the  walk  to  meeting  was  nar- 
rated by  one  of  the  ladies. of  this  village:  "It  was 
our  invariable  rule  during  the  pleasant  season  of  the 
year  to  form  groups  and  walk  to  meeting.  We  took 
our  dinner  with  us.  We  put  our  shoes  and  stockings 
in  our  pockets.  Tho  road  then  was  round  Herring 
River  (now  known  as  the  Mill  Pond) ;  thence  by  the 
homestead  of  John  and  Bartholomew  Taber.  When 
we  got  a  little  north  of  the  residence  of  the  late 
Alfred  Nye  we  got  over  a  wall,  where  was  a  path 
that  led  direct  to  the  meeting-house.  Near  the  house 
and  to  the  south  of  the  road  is  a  long,  low,  flat  rock ; 
here  we  sat  down  and  put  on  our  stockings  and  shoes 
and  went  into  meeting." 

In  1794,  however,  was  organized  the  Second  Church 
of  Christ  in  New  Bedford,  which  organization  became 
later  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Fairhaven. 
The  churches  represented  at  the  Council  were  the 
First  Church,  at  the  Head  of  the  River,  New  Bed- 
ford ;  the  Second  Church,  in  Rochester;  and  the 
church  in  Little  Comptoh.  The  covenant  ia  signed 
by  Lemuel  Williams,  Benjamin  Church,  John  Alden, 
Eunice  Paddoe,  Phebe  Jenne,  Abigail  Church,  Ke- 
turali  Church,  Elizabeth  Landers,  Bethiah  Delano, 
Sally  Alden,  Ruth  Shearman,  Patience  Jenne,  Jere- 
miah Mayhew,  Isaac  Tompkins,  Abel  House,  Peggy 
Mayhew,  Joseph  Damon,  Jethro  Allen,  Henry  Jenne, 
Joseph  Bates,  Isaac  Wood,  Isaac  Shearman,  Joseph 
Church,  Pardon  Taber,  twenty-four  in  all.  The 
original  church  edifice  was  erected  at  about  the  same 
time,  and  was  an  old-fashioned  wooden  structure,  well 
remembered  by  our  older  citizens.  It  stood  on  a  rise 
of  ground,  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Centre  8treets.  The  upper  portion  and  belfry  are 
still  in  existence,  forming  a  part  of  Phoenix  Block. 
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On  Feb.  4,  1798,  Isainh  Weston  wu  ordained  pas- 
tor, the  lermou  being  preached  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Barker,  of  the  First  Church  in  Middleborough.  In 
the  year  1802  we  find  that  the  use  of  a  fiddle  iu  the 
church  service  was  productive  of  mental  if  not  of 
musical  discord.  It  is  certainly  to  be  hoped  that  the 
notes  of  the  instrument  were  more  harmonious  than 
the  feeling  roused  by  its  use. 

The  church,  as  at  first  constituted,  was  Anninian 
in  doctrine,  as  were  many  at  that  period.  In  the 
year  1807,  however,  there  came  a  powerful  revival  of 
religious  interest,  which  was  productive  of  results 
greatly  affecting  the  future  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Weston  was  dismissed  in  1808.  It  soon  became 
apparent  that  there  were  antagonistic  elements  with- 
in the  church,  and  finally  certain  members  who  came 
into  the  church  after  the  great  revival  withdrew  in 
1811,  and  were  instrumental  in  forming  a  new  society 
called  the  Third  Church.  The  services  of  this  church 
were  held  in  a  small  building  occupied  both  as  church 
and  school-house,  and  which  stood  on  Main  Street, 
opposite  where  the  Uniou  Hotel  now  stands.  Hap- 
pily, however,  the  two  churches  united  harmoniously 
about  the  year  1820.  On  May  26, 1818,  the  old  church 
voted  to  call  Mr.  Abraham  Wheeler,  and  he  was  duly 
ordained  on  June  30th  of  the  same  year,  and  re- 
mained about  five  years.  On  Nov.  24,  1820,  they 
voted  to  install  Paul  Jewctt. 

Mr.  Jewett,  however,  remained  but  a  short  time, 
and  on  Jan.  9,  1828,  the  church  voted  to  ask  Rev. 
William  Oould  to  continue  as  their  minister.  Mr. 
Gould  remained  as  acting  pastor,  without  installation, 
for  about  seventeen  years  after  this  date,  aud  during 
bis  long  pastorate  the  church  became  greatly  strength- 
ened in  numbers,  influence,  and  material  prosperity. 
In  1839,  Mr.  Jacob  Roberts  was  ordained  as  colleague 
with  Mr.  Oould,  whose  health  had  begun  to  fail.  An 
unhappy  complication  of  affairs,  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Oould,  resulted  in  the  division  of  the  church  in  1841. 
The  members  who  withdrew  formed  themselves  into  an 
organization  styled  the  Centre  Congregational  Church, 
and  erected  the  neat  church  edifice  on  the  corner  of 
Centre  'and  Walnut  Streets,  now  occupied  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  This  society  disbanded 
in  1848  ;  their  pastors  were  the  Rev.  Mr.  Oould  and 
his  colleague,  Rev.  Mr.  Poor.  In  1844-15  the  old 
church  erected  the  substantial  edifice  of  brick  which 
they  have  since  occupied.  It  is  a  tine  specimen  of 
Gothic  architecture.  The  interior  wulls  Hru  finished 
in  a  tasteful  pattern  of  blocking  in  shades  of  brown, 
while  pulpit,  galleries,  pews,  and  organ  front  are 
adorned  with  elaborate  Gothic  ornamentation.  The 
exterior  walls  were  unfortunately  covered  with  stucco, 
which,  under  the  action  of  the  weather,  came  off  in 
patches,  giving  the  building  for  some  years  an  un- 
sightly appearance.  The  lofty  steeple,  the  tallest  in 
this  vicinity,  and  a  landmark  for  sailors  in  the  buy, 
was  overthrown  in  the  great  gale  of  Sept.  8, 1869,  but, 
providentially,  with  little  damage  to  the  church.  In 


1879  the  building  was  painted  and  the  tower  finished 
by  the  addition  of  four  pinnacles,  improvements 
which  added  materially  to  its  appearance.  Slight 
alterations  have  also  been  made  within  the  building, 
such  as  the  lowering  and  widening  of  the  pulpit,  and 
the  removal  of  the  old  desk  Trom  the  vestry  and  sub- 
stitution of  a  platform.  Mr.  Roberts  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  John  Willard,  ordained  in  1853,  dismissed  in 
1867.  Later  pastors  have  been  Rev.  Avery  S.  Walker, 
1868-71;  Rev.  Winfield  S.  Hawkes,  1873-7G;  and 
the  present  pastor,  Rev.  William  Carmthers,  who 
was  installed  in  June,  1878.  The  society,  iu  common 
with  the  town,  suffered  with  the  decline  of  business 
and  consequent  loss  by  removals,  but  amid  all  material 
changes  the  vital  force  which  inspired  its  founders 
still  remains,  and  with  the  future  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  village  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  iU  useful- 
ness may  be  further  extended.  Present  membership 
of  the  church  (18821,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

The  Washington  Street  Christian  (Unitarian) 
Church.— On  Nov.  28,  1819,  a  few  persons  in  town, 
dissatisfied  with  the  prevailing  Calvinistic  doctrines, 
gathered  at  thehouscof  Elizabeth Taber,iu Oxford  vil- 
lage, and  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  religious  meetings 
under  the  leadership  of  Elder  Moses  Howe,  with  the 
view,  probably,  of  forming  a  church  of  the  Christian 
order,  whose  doctrine  is  mainly  Unitariun,  but  whose 
practice  is  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  the  Intptist*. 
The  Dible  was  taken  as  the  only  rule  of  faith  aud 
duty.  The  Academy  Hall  was  engaged  for  the  pur- 
pose of  holding  meetings,  and  under  Elders  Moses 
How  aud  Frederick  Plumtner  a  considerable  degree 
of  interest  was  manifested.  On  Nov.  30, 1820,  a  church 
was  organized  with  forty-live  members,  and  on  Sept. 
4, 1821,  Elder  Charles  Morgridge  was  ordained  pastor. 
Mr.  Morgridge  was  followed  by  Simon  Clough,  James 
Taylor,  Frederick  Plummcr,  George  Keltou,  and 
others  until  1830.  Gn  evening  of  Jan.  II,  1832,  a 
meeting  of  subscribers  to  a  fund  for  building  a  church 
was  held  at  the  residence  of  Capt.  Warren  Delano. 
On  Dec.  7,  1832,  the  church  was  organized  as  the 
Washington  Street  Christian  Church,  at  the  house  of 
Elizubeth  Adit  ins,  and  on  December  loth  of  the  same 
year  the  meeting-house  wus  dedicated.  Elder  Wil- 
liam II.  Taylor  was  the  first  pastor.  In  1834  a  great 
accession  was  made  to  the  number  of  members,  eighty  - 
i  six  uniting  with  the  church  in  that  year.  About  this 
time  there  was  some  discussion  in  regard  to  baptism, 
and  a  vote  that  no  person  should  be  ullowrd  to  join 
the  church  unless  baptized  by  immersion,  is  on  record. 
This  was,  however,  rescinded  soon  afterward.  The 
church  was  careful  to  take  notice  of  the  indulgence 
of  its  members  in  questionable  amusemeuls,  and  to 
deal  with  them  accordingly ;  but  it  seems  to  have 
been  inclined  to  deal  with  delinquents  in  a  kindly 
spirit.  Mr.  Taylor  left  in  1838,  and  was  followed  on 
June  9th  of  the  same  year  by  Elder  John  H.  Currier, 
who  was  followed  by  Elder  C.  Bernett,  iu  November, 
1839,  he  being  dismissed  at  the  end  of  three  months. 
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In  April,  1840,  Elder  Joseph  H.  Smith  «m  engaged 
for  three  month*.  In  July  of  the  name  year  Elder 
David  Millard  took  charge  of  the  church.  In  this 
year  renewed  activity  and  interest  was  manifested. 
In  1841,  Elder  Charles  Galligher  was  invited  to  preach 
for  three  months.  Within  the  next  few  years  there 
was  brought  about  an  important  change  in  the  history 
of  the  society.  In  1841  the  use  of  the  pulpit  was 
granted  to  Elder  William  Miller,  the  exponent  of 
Second  Advent  doctrines.  Mr.  Miller's  preaching  pro- 
duced such  results  that  thirty-three  persons  left  the 
church,  moat  of  whom  united  with  a  number  from  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  formed  the  nucleus 
of  the  Second  Advent  Society.  In  July,  1841,  Elder 
Charles  Morgridge  was  chosen  pastor.  Ho  waa  fol- 
lowed by  Elder  8tephen  Fellows.  The  old  church 
had  from  various  causes  become  much  weakened  at 
this  period.  It  was  now  decided  to  employ  an  edu- 
cated ministry,  and  to  put  itself  more  in  harmony 
with  the  spiritual  wants  and  intelligent  thought  of 
the  age,  and  in  March,  1844,  it  was  voted,  twelve  to 
four,  to  invite  a  Unitarian  minister  to  come  and  preach 
on  trial.  No  change  was  made  in  the  covenant,  and 
the  new  element  which  came  in  found  a  well-estab- 
lished foundation  upon  which  to  build.  /^#- 

In  August.  1844,  Thomas  Dajres  was  unanimously 
chosen  pastor.  At  this  time,  or  soon  after,  a  new 
front  was  put  on  the  building,  a  vestry  put  under- 
neath, and  the  pulpit  was  removed  from  the  north  to 
the  south  end,  and  the  pews  changed  to  conform  with 
the  alteration.  Meantime  Sawin's  Hall  was  used  for 
a  short  period,  and  later  the  Centre  Congregational 
Church  was  occupied  in  union  with  the  society  wor- 
shiping there,  each  society  occupying  the  church  for 
half  a  day.  Mr.  Danes'  ministry  closed  in  1853,  after 
a  n«eful  pastorate.  From  1863  until  1856  the  society 
had  no  settled  pastor.  In  the  latter  year  a  call  was 
extended  to  Rev.  C.  Y.  De  Normandie,  who  was  duly 
installed  on  Septrml>er  10th  of  that  year.  The  church 
was  greatly  quickened  by  the  religious  revival  of 
1858,  which  resulted  in  the  addition  of  forty  members 
to  its  roll.  In  the  year  1865  a  reorganization  of  the 
church  was  eflectcd,  in  which  the  Christian  Scriptures 
were  declared  to  be  the  sufficient  rule  for  faith  and 
practice.  In  18U8  the  society  reluctantly  complied 
with  a  recpiest  of  their  pastor  for  his  dismission,  and 
in  April,  1800,  Mr.  De  Normandie  left,  after  having 
served  the  society  for  nearly  thirteen  years.  Ellcry 
Channing  Butler  was  ordained  Oct.  2G,  1869,  but  was 
called  away  after  a  short  pastorate  of  nearly  three 
years.  The  next  pastor,  Alfred  Manchester,  was  or- 
dained Jan. !),  1873.  In  1874  various  improvements 
were  made  upon  the  building,  the  interior  being 
newly  frescoed  and  carpeted,  thus  giving  to  the  society 
a  beautiful  and  attractive  audience-room.  In  1877, 
Mr.  Manchester  was  dismissed,  after  a  successful  pas- 
torate, and  was  followed  by  James  M.  I*ighton,  the 
present  pastor,  who  was  ordained  April  10,  1878. 
In  1881  a  new  organisation  of  the  church  waa  made, 


which  changed  somewhat  the  basis  of  fellowship. 
Members  are  required  to  sign  their  names  to  a  com- 
pact pledging  themselves  to  the  worship  of  Almighty 
Qod,  and  the  study  and  practice  of  pure  religion  as 
manifested  in  the  life  of  Jesus  of  Nawureth.  To  this 
compact  seventy-two  members  signed  their  names. 
Such  is  a  brief  abstract  of  the  history  of  a  church 
whose  unseen  influences  have  striven  to  add  to  the 
moral  excellence  and  religious  power  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  it  ia  planted. 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.— In  the  year 

I  1820  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organized  in 
New  Bedford.  A  number  of  persons  in  Fairhaven 
united  with  this  church,  attended  its  services,  and  the 
preacher  in  charge  sometimes  preached  on  this  side 
of  the  river.  On  Dec.  28,  1829,  the  brethren  residing 
in  Fairhaven  requested  that  a  chapel  be  erected  for 
their  accom mediation.  It  was  resolved  that  their  re- 
quest ought  to  be  complied  with,  and  that  such  a  step 
will  tend  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  enlargement  of 
the  kingdom  of  our  common  Saviour.  In  June,  1880, 
the  meeting-house  was  opened  for  worship,  and  dedi- 
catory sermons  were  preached  by  Rev.  Orange  Scott 
and  Rev.  John  Lindsey.  This  was  the  building  now 
occupied  by  the  town  as  a  high  school,  and  stands  on 
Main  Street  north  of  Bridge  Street.  Rev.  William 
Livescy  was  iu  that  year  appointed  to  this  station. 

'  Once  in  two  weeks  Mr.  Livesey  exchanged  with  Rev. 

I'  Mr.  Mcrritt,  of  New  Bedford,  and  Rev.  James  Porter, 
of  the  Head  of  the  River.   The  society  continued  to 
'  he  a  branch  of  the  one  in  New  Bedford  until  1832, 
when  it  was  deemed  expedient  that  the  Fairhaven 
s  society  become  a  separate  organisation. 

On  Aug.  80,  1832,  the  male  members  met  and  pro- 
1  ceeded  to  organise  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of 
the  following-named  persons:  Joseph  Millett,  James 
Tripp  (2d),  John  P.  Winslow,  Joseph  P.Swia,  Joseph 
B.  Morse,  Dennis  McCarthy,  and  Warren  Maxfield. 
The  society  continued  to  occupy  their  house  of  wor- 
I  ship  until  the  spring  of  1849,  when  the  subject  of 
'  purchasing  the  edifice  left  vacant  by  the  Centre  Con- 
j  gregational  Society  was  conaidered.   On  April  16th 
I  the  trustees  reported  that  they  had  obtained  a  title  to 
I  the  church  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.   Their  report  was  accepted,  and 
the  building  occupied  in  that  year.   The  last  of  the 
I  notes  due  by  reason  of  the  purchase  of  this  building 
was  paid  in  March,  1867.    Extensive  improvements 
have  been  made  within  the  church  edifice  since  its 
present  occupancy,  and  the  church  is  now  in  a  highly 
prosperous  condition. 

Official  AppoiiUment*.— 1830-31,  Rev.  William  Live- 
sey ;  1831-32,  Rev.  Leonard  Griffin;  1882-34,  Rev. 
Nathan  Paine;  1834-36,  Rev.  Lewis  Janson;  1885 
-36,  Rev.  Daniel  K.  Banister;  1886-38,  Rev.  David 
Leslie;  1838-39,  Rev.  Henry  Mayo;  1839-41,  Rev. 
Apollos  Hale;  1841-43,  Rev.  Isaac  Stoddard;  1843 
'  -44,  Rev.  Nathan  Paine;  1844-45,  Rev.  John  W. 
Case;  1845-46,  Rev.  Daniel  Webb,  supplied  by  G. 
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W.  Brewster;  1846-48,  Rev.  Mlcah  J.  Talbot,  Jr.; 
1848-49,  Rev.  Henry  Bayliee;  1849-61,  Rev.  Samuel 
C.  Brown;  1861-63,  Rev.  Horatio  W.  Houghton; 
1863-65,  Rev.  Richard  Liveaey  ;  1866-57,  Rev.  Wil- 
liam H.  Richarda;  1867-68,  Rev.  Bartholomew  Othe- 
man;  1868-69,  Rev.  Jamea  M.  Worcester;  1869 
-61,  Rev.  John  B.  Husted;  1861-63,  Rev.  Edward 
A.  Lyon;  1863-66,  Rev.  William  Livesey;  1865-68, 
Rev.  Henry  H.  Smith;  1868-71,  Rev.  Frederic  Up- 
ham  ;  1871-73,  Rev.  John  Gray ;  1873-75,  Rev.  Hop- 
kint  B.  Cady;  1876-78,  Rev.  George  De  B.  Stoddard  ; 
1878-79,  Rev.  Daniel  C.  Stevenaon ;  1879-80,  Rev. 
Francis  D.  Sargent;  1880-83,  Rev.  George  £.  Fuller. 

The  Second  Advent  Society.  — In  1841,  Elder 
William  Miller  preached  in  the  Chriatian  Baptist 
Church  in  thia  village.  A  number  of  penwns  became 
converts  to  the  Second  Advent  faith,  and  in  1842 
began  to  bold  meetings.  The  6ret  meetings  were 
held  in  a  private  house  on  Main  Street.  AfterwurdH 
they  were  held  in  the  building  formerly  occupied  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Gould  as  a  young  ladies'  boarding-school, 
and  in  Fountain  Hall  on  Main  Street.  The  building 
on  William  Street,  formerly  known  as  Sawin's  Hall, 
was  purchased  and  converted  into  a  chapel,  and  a 
new  organization  effected  about  seventeen  years  ago. 
Present  pastor,  Elder  George  F.  Haines. 

Friends'  Meeting. — Since  the  early  settlement  of 
Old  Dartmouth  the  Friends  or  Quakers  have  been 
an  important  element  in  the  history  of  the  town.  In 
Fairhaven,  however,  they  have  not  been  so  influen- 
tial as  in  New  Bedford  and  Dartmouth.  There  was 
no  meeting-house  in  the  present  limit*  of  the  town 
until  1849,  when  the  plain  but  neat  building  on 
Bridge  Street  was  erected.  The  number  of  wor- 
shipers here  has  always  been  quite  small,  and  num- 
ber at  present  about  ten  or  twelve  families.  Meet- 
ings are  held  on  first  days  and  fourth  days,  and  a 
Bible-class  is  sustained.  The  Friends  do  not  recog- 
nize the  pastoral  relation  in  the  manner  that  other 
denominations  do,  and  their  method  of  church  gov- 
ernment differs  also  from  that  of  other  societies.  The 
Fairhaven  Meeting  belongs  to  the  New  Bedford 
Monthly  Meeting,  which  is  the  principal  organization 
in  this  vicinity. 

Civil  H i story. — The  records  of  the  first  few  years 
of  the  town's  existence  have  been  lost,  and  the  names 
of  the  officers  during  that  period  have  not  been 
definitely  ascertained.  The  following-named  per- 
sons have  held  the  office  of  town  clerk  since  1816 : 
1816-17,  Levi  Jenncy ;  1817-19,  Jabez  Taber; 
1819-34,  Bartholomew  Taber;  J834-42,  Nathaniel 
Church  ;  1842-65,  Eben  Akin,  Jr. ;  1865-75,  Tucker 
Damon,  Jr. ;  1875,  Eben  Akin,  Jr. 


Ny#,  J*Ij«"z.  TaImc> 
l*3l.-A*ool  AH...,  Jot.*  T.Ur,  Joooph  Wboldon. 
1SSX-33.— DaaUl  l>»»  la,  L*'t  Jonnojr,  Oldoon  Njro, 
!-.,«-.',,,.«.  K.  CUrk,  Dualol  Darte,  Jaboa  DoUno,  Jr. 
1834.— Cjrua  L  CUrk,  DauM  UwvU,  Willi**.  L. 
1*30.- Auaal  AIUu,  Cjrui  K.  CUrk,  Danlal  lUrla. 
1S3T.— DtsM  DarU,  W  1 1  ll.tui  I.  B.  GiUx,  Bartnolantow  Tabor. 
1S3S.— Danl.l  ln.Ua,  liouolpl.ne  W.  I  .oxter,  LUrtiioUwMiw  Tatar. 
ISM-olL— QMsta  Nr.,  KaokUl  Saw I..,  Bartholomew  Taber. 

QMssa  Njro,  Bartholomew  T.Ur,  Vlrmaa  R.  WMUmII. 
IMX.-Cjrot  K  CUrk,  RlbrWge  O.  Morton,  Firman  It  Whltuell. 
1M3- Nathaniel  Church,  c :,  ru.  K  Clark,  Klbridg.  0. 
Church,  0wr|i 

Church,  C/ru.  K.  Clark, 

ISM-Crru.  K.  CUrk.  0.  N.  Tabor,  I        Wood,  Jr. 

HondaM,  Klrn.au  R. 

,  John  Tarry,  r  a..  R.  Wbltnoll. 

ircb,  Cjrua  R.  CUrk,  firman  R.  WkiMall. 
1SU  —  Rdmuud  Allan,  Charle*  D.  Oapan,  Baraabae  Rwar,  Jr. 
ISM  —  Kdaiuad  Allen,  Chariot  D.  Oapan,  lienrjr  A.  Church. 
1167 .— Martin  I..  EltirMga,  Juhn  A.  HsUSy  Klbrluge  0.  Morton. 
lSo*-6t.— John  A.  flaw**,  Klbridg*  0.  Morton,  AUal  P.  ilublnaoi 
1160.— Jonathan  Karon,  Juhn  A.  Haw*",  KlUtdg*  U.  Morton. 
lMl-tB. — Jonathan  Kwen,  Hodolphue  W.  lieiter,  Barlholoinow 
1843.— Jonathan  Karon,  Bartholomew  Tahor.  Gcorw a  II.  Tabor. 
ISM.— Kdwlu  tt.  Aliujr,  Uaril.okimew  Tabor,  KJIolJ  T.  Tahor. 
HHl6-<kl— Bartholomew  Tabor,  Frederick  Tabor,  iaaUI.  Woot. 
Itu7-«a.— Bonbon  Njro,  Bartboloiuow  Tabor,  loaUh  Weet- 
lSCw-70.— Bartholomew  Taber,  George  II.  Tabor,  Iaalah  Woot. 
1*71.— Bartholomew  Tabor,  Uourgo  li.  Tabor,  Willi**.  II.  Whltfleht, 
lSTL-WoMon  Uowlemd,  Ooorio  II.  Tabor,  William  II.  WhllSold. 
l*73.-»aulel  J.  LewU,  Gourgo  II.  Tabor,  William  II.  Wbitllohl. 
lS7t.-IUi.UI  J.  Uwta,  Welcome  J.  U-ton.  Oeorgo  II.  Tabor. 

J.  Lawton,  George  II.  Tahor.  Arnold  U.  Tripp. 
W.  lUano,  Cargo  II.  Tauar.  Arnold  U.  Tripp. 
A.  Bfiggo,  Daniel  W.  lK»i...  U.  i„  ,  i  K.  I  ct- 

KhTRKSKNTATIVaK. 


lltt-14.  John  Una**. 

Nklu.Ua  Da.la,  Jr. 

Juooph  Tilpp. 
ieit-Io  John  lrel.no. 
lUlo-Su.  No  ropreeonuUre. 
U2Q,  Jau.ee  Tabor. 
1821.  Stephen  Morrlhoar. 
I82S.  No  reprteeulallre. 
18SJ.  Juooph  Tripp. 

Jamea  Tabor. 


mi.  No 


1IH. 
1827. 


1828. 


WJ. 


IKIO 
1SJ1 

1*33. 


1SJ5. 


—  i  Tripp. 
Null. Bind  S.  Spool,  or. 
Jamoa  Tabor. 
Juee|>k  Trlpp. 
Rowland  HISS* 
Uuloot.  Nye. 
Juooph  Trlpp. 
Joaoph  Trlpp. 
Jueopli  Wholdou. 
Uidoou  Njro. 

rims.  AJloa, 

Crrua  K.  CUrk. 
8*muel  Marco. 
Jooopli  Tripp. 


Nye. 
JsSSfk  Trlpp. 
William  L.  B. 


IS37.  Cjrua  K.  Clark. 
1 .-.  .n   i'i   J,       ,  Tripp. 

llaoUl  luela. 
John  Stoddard. 
lfttO.    via.  K.  CUrk. 

Klbridg*  0.  Morion. 
1M1.  Kzaklul  Swain. 

GiJcon  Njro. 
1  Mi.  Crrua  K  I 


ISt6.  Joovph  '1 1  i.'i' 

J.i  1 1 1  MoniUII,  Jr. 

1MC-47.  Nalhanlol  Church. 
Uourgo  Moildall. 

IMS-oU.  Gaorgo  Moodall. 
taaac  Wood,  Jr. 

1SA1.  laaac  Wood. 

l«ot-A3.  Elbridgo  G.  Morton. 

ISM.  Cbarlo*  Drow. 

ISU-S7.  llaulrl  J.  Uwla. 

ISM-ga.  Martin  L.  KlJitdgo. 

l«mv«'i.  ti.iut.cl  I..  Ward. 

IBM  66   Kacklol  SaaHn. 

1H06-C7.  ('bailor  llriaat. 

lSOS-tlU.  Uwl.  aJnd.1. 

irtu-71.  : 

1S7J-7X 

1*74-78.  DunM  J.Loula. 
loTS-77. 

IS7S-79  KlbridgaG. 
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Military  Record,  1881-85.-The  following  en- 
listed from  Fairhaven  during  the  late  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion : 

Unrthntemew  Alkln,  K.  Dele«.n  Allen.  Kllehnp  I'.  Allen.  William  F. 
Allen,  Andrew  W.  Aim,,  i  WIm  II.  Anetin,  Benjamin  T.  Baker, 
(liar  lee  A.  Re  lee,  Martin  Buwen,  Thomae  0,  town,  Ctolea  0. 
Breley,  Oenrge  n  Braley,  George  P.  Brlgga,  Alexander  J.  Drown, 
John  Brown,  Peler  Brawn.  Benjamin  Burt,  Wllllnm  W.  Oaralry, 
Joaeph  B.  Ca.well,  Wllllnm  F  ('..well,  Kaeklal  Oeklell,  Kbeneaer  W.  ] 
Chnee,  John  Coaly,  Kllelia  Cupeland,  RealMtn  Coraen,  Jonathan  C  ] 
Owen.  Jnm«a  N.  G»«,  Henry  P.  Cronell.  Edward  F.  Damon,  Aldan 
Dair«,  Robert  Decker,  Kdward  H.  Dillingham,  William  Drlecull, 
George  lhiaham,  William  II.  Dunham.  Kdward  Kmmona,  Ramalwf 
Ewer.  Jr.,  John  H.  Fuel.,  John  Flynn,  Tlrootby  foil.  William  A. 
Foa,  John  P.  Freet«rn,  Albert  D.  GelcU,  Charlea  W.  Oelett,  Charln 
II.  OIKord,  Oornatlna  Grady,  Joehna  (Irtmee,  Char  Ira  J.  Hale,  Joaeph 
1".  Ilaml.lln,  Michael  Harrington,  William  A.  llaaklna,  Kbeneaer  B. 

Hallwway,  John  A.  Ilnwaa,  A        Hat  I  ...  Henry  Hill.  Kbeneaer  V. 

Illlch,  Frederick  II.  Illtel..  Franklin  L.  Hull,  Kdward  J.  Horlaj, 
J  trim  f ■henttKMt,  JnniM  Jnckmn,  Ctiftrlw  N.  Jvtinp/,  Benjamin 
Jnnee,  BenJ.  W.  Kempton,  J.red  R.  Lake,  Leonard  Lother,  Jahex 
H.  t.yle.  Hand.  M.  Manall,  0«o.  F.  Ma.-,,  heater.  W.  A.  Maechee- 
ter.  Henry  Morton,  B_  Murphy,  John  Murray,  John  0.  Nell,  Michael 
Nohui.Tbne.  Nya,  Phineaa  Peck  ham,  Jr,  II.  Pope,  W.  D.  Pnrrlngton, 
Jamea  Reed,  A  mm  Itiaera,  Jr.,  George  F.  Rogera,  Benjamin  Bamp- 
►  'ii,  Zelwlial  8.  8emp»<n,  Arthnr  Banndera,  lamia  Schmidt,  John  P. 
Heat  a,  Daniel  Sheridan,  Charle.  Seillh,  Roland  Smith,  William 
SmllH,  Kdward  Stannetl,  Henry  C.  Ftrele,  George  Sterene,  Henry 
Bterene,  Fratwla  II.  Stoddard,  Kalaon  J.  Swart,  luring  P.  Taber, 
Charlea  Thotnpann,  John  M.  Thonipeon,  KlL'Hdge  It.  Towneeod, 
J  -t:  F.  Ttiwnaand,  Amna  Tripp,  Kbeneaer  It.  Tripp,  Horace  P. 
Tripp,  Jamea  F.  Tripp,  Joaeph  Tripp,  William  II.  Tripp.  John  Wal- 
deck.  Frank  Weldron,  Janra  II.  Warner,  John  Warran,  Kdward  W. 
Weat,  Amlraw  Vteatgate,  Stephen  Wealgate,  Hanry  While,  Jothna 
II.  Wllkey.  Albert  M  Wlllcox,  George  It.  Wlion,  George  Wood, 
Lemuel  C.  Wind,  Jr ,  Thnmna  Wood.  Tliomaf  M.  Wrlghlngton. 

SaTT.-John  W.  Babbotl,  Klleha  D.  Immune,  William  B.  Bampua,  Jabea 
•  •handler,  George  II.  Copeland,  Joaeph  Kllie,  Henry  W.  Fitch,  Ren- 
Ion  II.  Filch,  Anael  8.  Illleh,  Jamea  H.  Lawrence,  Jr ,  William  C. 
Nye,  Albert  Shaw,  Thomaa  Shaw,  Kit  Sherman,  Francla  Snail,  Jr., 
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HENRY  1IUTTLKST0NB. 

The  Hiittlcstono  family  is  of  good  English  stock. 
The  name  was  formerly  Huddlcstonc,  the  name  now 
of  a  solid  village  in  England.  Valentine  Huddle- 
stone  came  from  England  to  America  in  the  first  part 
Of  the  neventeenth  century  to  Newport,  and  settled 
ultimately  in  Dartmouth  (now  Fairhaven),  where,  in 
1094,  he  was  one  of  the  fifty-six  original  proprietors 
of  the  town.  He  had  two  sons  by  his  wife  Catharine, 
—  Henry,  horn  Sept.  21, 1073,  and  George,  born  Sept. 
28,  1077.  From  one  of  these  (Henry  probably)  was 
no  doubt  the  Henry  of  whom  we  write,  but  we  have 
no  data  to  establish  the  fact. 

Henry  Hutllestone  was  born  in  Fairhaven,  Mass., 
in  1708,  at  or  near  the  residence  of  the  late  Hon.  John 
A.  Hawes.  His  father,  Pelcg  Huttlestone,  was  a  man 
of  good  circumstances  and  repute  in  his  day,  a  land- 
holder, and  a  valuable  citizen.  He  was  born  in  1741, 
and  died  in  1801 ;  his  wife  Tabitha  was  bom  in  1748, 
and  died  in  1700.  Henry  Huttlestone,  although  of 
limited  education,  curly  manifested  great  business 


ability.  Ho  became  owner  of  numerous  vessels,  and 
wan  extensively  engaged  in  fitting  out  ships  for  the 
European  trade.  He  was  also  a  merchant  for  many 
years  in  his  native  town.  He  was  a  man  pleasant  to 
meet,  of  winning  manners,  and  a  general  favorite 
for  his  benevolence  and  sympathy  towards  sufferiug. 
During  the  Napoleonic  war*  and  embargoes  and  the 
perilous  times  connected  with  the  war  of  1812  he  lost 
heavily,  numbers  of  his  ships  being  captured  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  belligerent  European  powers.  He  had 
at  the  time  of  his  death  several  claims  against  the 
Spanish,  French,  and  English  nations  for  captured 
vessels,  yet  only  oue  of  the  claims — one  against  the 
French  government — ever  realized  anything  for  his 
heirs.  He  married  Rhoda  Merrihew,  of  Fairhaven. 
They  had  seven  children, — Henry  (deceased),  Nancy 
(deceased),  Betsey  (Mrs.  Charles  Stoddard),  Stephen 
(deceased),  Jane  (deceased),  Killey  (deceased),  and 
Mary.  Mr.  Huttlestone  died  in  January,  1831.  He 
was  Unitarian  in  religion,  and  a  Whig  in  politics. 

Rowland  Rogers,  son  of  Abishai  and  Judith  Rogers, 
was  born  in  Mattapoisett,  Mass.,  March  21, 1810.  He 
became  a  merchant  in  Fairhaven,  and  March  21, 1833, 
married  Mary,  youngest  child  of  Henry  Huttlestone. 
They  had  three  children,— Eliza  (deceased),  Henry 
H.,  and  Rufus  A.  In  his  latter  years,  Mr.  Rogers 
was  an  accountant.  He  was  a  Democrat  from  prin- 
ciple. He  could  give  sound  reasons  in  support  of  his 
belief,  and  was  one  of  the  little  band  of  from  five  to 
seven  iu  the  town  who  steadily  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket,  undaunted  by  the  bitter  partisanship  of  the 
times.  He  died  in  1801.  His  wife  is  now  living  in 
Fairhaven,  with  youthful  appearance  for  her  years, 
beloved  by  all  who  know  her. 

Henry  Huttlestone  Rogers  was  born  in  Fairhaven, 
Mass.,  Jan.  29,  1840.  He  was  a  quick  and  diligent 
student,  and  graduated  at  the  Fairhaven  High  School. 
Upon  leaving  school  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store  in 
Fairhaven,  where  he  remained  until  his  twenty-first 
year,  when  he  went  to  Oil  City,  Pa.,  and  started  busi- 
ness for  himself  by  establishing  an  oil  refinery.  He 
exhibited  good  business  qualities,  was  hard-working 
and  energetic,  yet  the  refinery  did  not  pay,  and  after 
a  faithful  but  unsuccessful  effort  to  succeed,  he  aban- 
doned it  and  became  assistant  superintendent  of  Na- 
trona Chemical  Works.  His  manner  of  transacting 
business  attracted  the  attention  of  Charles  Pratt,  of 
"astral  oil"  celebrity,  and  in  a  few  months'  time 
he  left  the  chemical  works  for  a  position  in  the 
New  York  house  of  Mr.  Pratt.  This,  in  a  short 
time,  resulted  in  Mr.  Pratt's  admitting  Mr.  Rogers  to 
a  partnership  in  the  firm  now  Charles  Pratt  St  Co. 
He  is  of  quick,  energetic  temperament,  carries  through 
successfully  whatever  he  undertakes,  and  has  a  warm, 
social  nature,  which  endears  him  to  a  large  circle  of 
friends.  His  family  spend  their  summers  in  Fair- 
haven with  his  mother,  and  for  which  Mr.  Rogers  has 
the  strongest  attachment,  believing  the  town  of  his 
birth  the  finest  place  on  earth.   His  love  for  Fair- 
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haven  and  for  its  improvement  haa  recently  been 
manifested  in  a  moat  pleaaant  and  valuable  way,  by 
the  offer  recently  to  build,  at  hi*  own  expense,  a  high- 
school  building  in  that  town,  contributing  also  the 
land  on  which  it  ia  to  stand. 

Mr.  Rogers  married,  Nov.  17, 1862,  Abbie,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Peleg  GifTord,  of  Fairhaven.  They  have  five 
children, — Anne,  Cars,  Amelia,  Mary,  and  Henry  H. 
He  is  Republican  in  politics.  He  is  yet  in  the  prime 
of  life,  and,  with  many  years  of  active  business  before 
him,  is  a  fair  type  of  the  impetuous,  rushing,  success- 
ful Americans  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Rufus  A.  Rogers  was  born  iu  Fairhaven,  Feb.  22, 
1843.  He  married  Maude  Thumm,  and  is  now  an 
accountant,  reaiding  in  Oil  City,  Pa.  He  has  two 
children. 


HON.  JOHN  A.  HAWES. 

Hon.  John  A.  Hawes  was  born  in  Fairhaven, 
Mass.,  Sept  27, 1828.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1845,  and  atudied  law  with  J.  H.  W.  Page,  Esq.,  in 
New  Bedford,  but  he  never  practiced  the  profession 
nor  engaged  in  any  regular  business.  He  has  been 
selectman  and  a  member  of  the  school  committee  in 
his  native  town,  and  was  captain  of  Company  E, 
Third  Massachusetts  Regiment,  in  the  nine  months' 
service  during  the  Rebellion.  In  1871-72  and  1874- 
75  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  often  tem- 
porarily filling  the  chair,  and  was  for  some  time  the 
elected  president  pro  tern.  He  was  at  one  time  presi- 
dent of  the  Bristol  County  Agricultural  Society  and 
commander  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  Orund 
Army  of  the  Republic.  He  took  considerable  inter- 
est in  yachting.  He  was  ono  of  the  originators  of  the 
New  Bedford  Yacht  Club,  and  was  elected  its  first 
commodore  in  1878,  an  office  which  he  held  while  his 
health  remained  good.  He  resided  upon  the  old 
homestead,  his  children  being  the  fifth  generation 
living  upon  the  same  land.  Mr.  Hawes  was  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  in  religion  he  tended  towards 
Rationalism.  He  died  March  10,  1883.  His  wife  is 
Amelia  (Hallet)  Hawes.  Children,— Elizalteth  Bor- 
den, Amelia  H.,  and  Mary.  Ho  was  a  good  citizen,  a 
warm  friend,  and  a  generous-hearted  man. 

John  A.  Hawes,  father  of  John  A.,  was  for  some 
time  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Cornell  &  Hawes,  New 
York  City.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Borden,  of  Fairhaven.  John  Hawes,  father  of 
John  A.,  Sr.,  was  a  prominent  man  iu  New  Bedford 
and  vicinity.  He  wa-i  for  many  years  collector  of 
that  port,  and  was  one  of  seven  to  organize  the  first 
Methodist  Society  in  New  Bedford. 

NATHANIEL  OIIURCH. 
Nathaniel  Church,  son  of  Joseph  and  Deborah 
(Perry)  Church,  was  born  in  Fairhaven,  Mass.,  Nov. 
16,  1798.    He  had  the  advantages  of  good  blood  Bad 
a  long  line  of  reputable  ancestors,  reaching  away 


back  through  early  colonial  days  to  a  substantial 
standing  in  "  merrie  England."  With  only  a  com- 
mon school  education,  he  attained  a  success  in  life 
which  showed  business  qualities,  energy,  and  pru- 
dence. When  but  a  little  past  his  majority  he  went 
to  Rhode  Island,  and  engaged  as  a  merchant  with 
his  brother  Ebenezer  as  E.  P.  Church  &  Co.  He  re- 
mained in  trade  there  until  1831,  when  he  removed 
to  Fairhaven,  where  he  entered  into  merchandising, 
and  continued  steadily  in  trade  until  near  the  close  of 
his  life.  He  then  was  engaged  for  a  few  years  in  a 
brass  foundry  in  Fairhaven.  He  was  more  or  less 
connected  with  various  whaling  expeditions,  but  these 
were  not  remunerative.  He  married,  Aug.  22,  1829, 
Lydia,  daughter  of  Barney  and  Sarah  (Cook)  Hicks. 
She  was  born  in  Weetport,  Mass.,  Dec.  16,  1800.  On 
both  sides  she  is  descended  from  old  families  of  good 
repute,  and  to-day,  with  vigorous  mental  faculties,  she 
is  in  good  physical  health,  and  with  cheerful  content 
in  the  society  of  her  old  friends  and  affectionate 
daughters,  she  is  awaiting  the  ituiunions  to  meet  her 
husband  on  the  "  other  shore."  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  attained  maturity.  They  were 
Sarah  O,  Nancy  F.  (deceased),  Mary  L.  (married 
Ansel  Q.  Jcnncy,  romlcs  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  has 
four  children),  and  Lydia  M.  Mr.  Church  was  Whig 
and  Republican  in  political  affiliations;  as  such  he 
was  called  to  fill  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust. 
He  was  town  clerk  many  years;  was  many  times 
chosen  overseer  of  the  poor  and  selectman  ;  held  the 
commission  of  justice  of  the  peace  fur  nearly  all  of 
his  active  life;  was  allied  to  represent  his  district  in 
the  I  ...wit  House  of  the  State  Ix-gislatiirc  twice,  dis- 
charging his  duties  with  impartiality  and  ability.  He 
was,  during  his  extended  business  life,  culled  to  ad- 
minister on  many  estates,  and  from  his  cautious,  care- 
ful, aud  wise  advice  many  received  much  benefit. 
Ho  was  a  man  who,  while  unostentatious  in  his  giv- 
ing, did  not  withhold  a  helping  hand  from  worthy 
charities  or  public  benefactions,  but  gavo  liberally. 
He  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  of  many  virtues,  and 
one  whose  life  served  well  to  merit  the  confidence  and 
esteem  which  he  received  from  a  large  circle  of  frieuds. 
He  died  March  17,  18(W,  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of 
his  age. 

CHARLES  SPOON  Kit  TAHKH. 
Charles  8pooner  Taber,  son  of  Jacob  and  Dolly 
(Spooner)  Taber,  was  born  on  the  old  Taber  home- 
stead in  Fairhaven,  Dec.  5, 1809.  His  earliest  ances- 
tor of  the  name  in  Fairhaven  was  Thomas  Taber  (son 
of  l'hilip,  who  came  to  this  country  probably  iu  1033, 
and  lived  successively  iu  Watertown,  Yarmouth,  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard,  Portsmouth,  It.  I.,  ond  Tiverton),  who 
was  born  iu  104.'),  settled  here  as  early  as  1072,  and 
died  in  1730.  He  was  a  mason  by  trade,  and  built 
and  occupied  a  stone  house  at  Oxford  village,  which 
was  recently  demolished.  Capt.  Taber  inherits  his 
landed  estate,  north  of  Oxford  village,  from  this 
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Thomas,  his  great-great-grandfather,  through  his  great- 
grandfather Jacob  (born  in  16*3,  died  in  1778),  hi" 
grandfather  Bartholomew  (born  in  1717,  died  in  1803), 
and  his  father  Jacob  (born  in  1775,  died  in  1815). 
Capt.  Tnber's  father,  a  ttailor,  died,  when  he  was 
about  six  years  old,  of  spotted  fever,  and  remaining 
with  his  mother  until  he  was  sixteen,  he  shipped  as 
com  moil  sailor  on  the  "Columbus,"  bound  for  Mar- 
seilles with  a  cargo  of  nil.  After  his  return  he  at- 
tended the  academy  at  Fairhaven  for  a  year  or  so,  and 
again  entered  the  merchant  service  as  sailor,  and 
remained  in  that  for  a  number  of  years,  rising  to  the 
position  of  first  mat*.  Thinking  whaling  more  profit- 
able, he  arranged  to  go  a  voyage  on  a  whaler  as  boat- 
stecrer,  and  was  conveyed  to  the  vessel  by  his  brother, 
Jnrob  8.,  who  on  his  way  back  to  the  shore  was 
drowned.  This  sad  event  changed  his  course.  Ho 
gave  up  the  voyage,  and  for  two  years  carried  on  out- 
fitting for  sailors.  In  1835  he  shipped  as  boat-steerer 
on  ship  "Shylock,"  of  Rochester,  a  whaler,  bound 
for  Tristan  d'Acunha  Island  and  South  Atlantic. 
Returning  in  ten  months,  he  shipped  on  next  voyage 
as  first  mate  of  the  same  ship,  and  went  to  the  Indian 
Ocean  and  Madagascar  coast  After  a  voyage  of 
twenty  months  he  was  given  command  of  the  same 
vessel,  iiml  in  his  first  voyage  of  twenty  months  cir- 
cumnavigated the  glolie.  lie  sailed  again  In  1839  as 
master  of  the  "Shylock,"  and  went  to  New  Zealand 
and  New  Holland.  After  getting  nearly  two  thousand 
t  wo  hundred  barrels  of  oil,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
being  a  full  cargo,  ho  concluded  to  go  to  the  Fiji 
Islands  for  balance  of  load.  They  were  becalmed  off 
these  island*,  when  a  breeze  sprang  up,  and  about  ten 
or  eleven  o'clock  at  night  the  ship  struck  on  a  reef 
not  located  on  the  charts.  She  went  to  pieces  rapidly, 
('apt.  Tnbcr  went  below  and  hurriedly  took  his  quad- 
rant, compass,  and  gloss,  and  without  his  boots  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  one  of  the  three  boats.  The  islands 
were  inhabited  by  cannibals,  and  the  captain  distrust- 
ing their  hospitality  shaped  his  course  for  the  Frieudly 
Islands.  Two  boats  got  clear,  but  one  was  lost,  yet 
of  the  entire  crew  only  one,  a  boy,  was  lost.  After 
two  days'  and  three  nights'  exposure  to  the  elements 
and  hunger  and  thirst  they  came  to  the  sought  for 
islands,  and  were  kindly  received  and  entertained. 
They  went  from  one  island  to  another  until  they  came 
to  Vavau,  one  of  the  Tonga  Islands,  where  was  an 
English  Methodist  missionary  station.  The  mission- 
aries relieved  their  necessities,  placed  their  vessel  at 
Capt.  Taber's  service,  and  after  he  visited  all  their 
stations  they  conveyed  him  to  Hobartstown,  whence 
he  went  to  Sydney,  New  Zealand,  and  thence  to 
Boston.  Of  these  kind  and  faithful  missionaries 
Capt.  Taber  retains  the  warmest  memories. 

He  was  soon  offered  command  of  several  vessels,  I 
and  accepted  that  of  the  "  Huntress,"  of  New  Bed- 
ford, and  made  a  highly  successful  voyage  of  thirty 
months,  visiting  the  Indian  and  South  Pacific  Oceans.  ! 
This  was  his  last  completed  voyage.    After  his  re-  I 


turn  he  started  on  another  trip  as  master  of  the 
"  Elizabeth,"  of  New  Bedford,  but  failing  health, 
with  indications  of  consumption,  caused  him  to  leave 
his  vessel  at'  Pernambuco  and  return  home.  Since 
then  he  hns  attended  to  the  culture  of  the  ancestral 
acres  granted  to  his  ancestor,  John  Cooke,  and  held 
by  him  In  direct  inheritance  through  Thomas  Taber, 
as  before  mentioned.  Capt.  Taber  married,  Dec.  3, 
1846,  Laura  Hathaway,  daughter  of  Obed  and  Abby 
(Hathaway)  Nye.  Her  father  was  a  merchant  for 
many  years  at  the  "  Head  of  the  River"  (Acushnet), 
was  born  in  Fairhaven,  and  a  member  of  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  families. 

Capt.  Taber  is  Republican  in  politics,  but  is  con- 
tent to  remain  outside  of  official  honors  and  pre- 
ferment. He  is  of  sanguine  temperament,  is  pleasing 
and  social  in  his  intercourse  with  others,  and  having 
amassed  sufficient  wealth  to  be  removed  from  any 
pecuniary  anxiety,  is  enjoying  life  with  a  quaint  and 
happy  philosophy,  and  with  content  is  passing  on 
towards  the  "  twilight"  in  a  home  cheered  by  a  more 
than  ordinary  intelligent  and  agreeable  wife.  He  is 
liberal  in  religion,  and  with  his  wife  attends  the 
Unitarian  Church.  He  is  probably  the  only  one 
living  who  bid  off  a  seat  in  the  church  (then  Free- 
Will  Baptist)  at  its  dedication  in  December,  1832. 
All  in  all,  Capt.  Taber  is  a  fair  type  of  the  hardy, 
resolute  whalers  of  the  most  prosperous  days  of  that 
great  industry  of  this  part  of  New  England. 


BLLERY  T.  TABER. 

Ellery  Tompkins  Taber,  son  of  Timothy  and  Peace 
(Kelly)  Tabor,  was  born  in  Fairhaven,  Mass.,  Aug. 
23,  1809.  His  fathor  was  a  painter  by  avocation,  and 
followed  the  sea.  He  waa  on  the  sloop  "Thetis," 
bound  for  Savannah,  when  that  ill-fated  vessel  was 
capsized  in  a  squall,  in  November,  1809,  and  with  the 
rest  of  the  persons  on  board  was  lost.  Thus,  at  the 
early  age  of  three  months,  Ellery  was  left  an  orphan. 
Mrs.  Taber,  the  mother  of  Ellery,  was  descended  on 
her  mother's  side  from  the  Wood  family,  which  was 
one  of  tlio  old  families  of  the  town,  and,  like  tho 
Tabers,  largely  connected  with  its  history. 

Ellery  was  taken  home  by  his  father's  sister,  Mrs. 
Mercy  Tompkins,  and  was  given  tho  name  of,  her 
husband,  Ellery  Tompkins.  Mr.  Tompkins  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  in  his  pleasant  family  Ellery 
remained  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  receiving 
the  instruction  given  in  the  village  schools.  He  then 
shipped  on  board  the  sloop  "Julia  Ann,"  plying  be- 
tween New  Bedford  and  Albany  and  New  Bedford 
and  New  York,  and  continued  on  her  for  four  years. 
He  next  shipped  as  foremast  hand  on  ship  "Mill- 
wood," a  whaler  bound  for  Brazil  Banks.  This  voy- 
age lasted  one  year,  and. he  remained  on  her  for 
another  voyage  of  the  same  length.  His  third  voy- 
age was  in  ship  "  Leonidas"  as  boat-steerer  for  eigh- 
teen months.    He  was  next  third  mate  of  ship 
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"  Meteor,"  of  Hudson,  on  a  voyage  of  eleven  month*  I 
to  Tristan  d'Acunba.  Then  we  find  him  first  mate 
of  the  "  Alexander"  for  a  ten  months'  voyage,  and 
from  this  he  wont  in  the  same  capacity  on  the  good 
ship  "James,"  of  New  Bedford,  going  to  the  Indian 
Ocean  and  Mozambique  Channel.  After  this  voyage 
of  nineteen  months  he  was  promoted  to  master  of 
the  same  vessel,  and  remained  her  captain  for  three 
voyages.  He  next  took  command  of  the  "  Mont- 
pelier,"  of  New  Bedford,  and  made  a  long  cruise  in 
the  Indian  and  North  Pacific  Oceana. 

In  1846,  having  acquired  a  competency,  he  retired 
from  active  labor,  and  has  since  resided  in  his  pleasant 
home  in  his  native  town.  His  seafaring  life  was  not 
only  successful  financially,  it  was  fortunate.  Ho 
never  was  shipwrecked,  never  had  the  slightest  acci- 
dent, and  during  his  numerous  voyages  lost  but  one 
man.  He  married  (first),  in  1836,  Emily,  daughter 
of  William  and  Emma  Taber  White,  of  Fairhaven. 
8he  died  in  1842,  and  several  years  after  her  death 
he  married  her  youngest  sister,  Maria.  Mrs.  Taber 
is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Peregrine  White,  of  "  May- 
flower" bjrth.  Her  great-grandfather  lived  in  Free- 
town, where  her  grandfather,  William,  was  born. 
He  moved  to  Fairhaven,  was  a  blacksmith,  and  very 
prominent  in  business  circles.  He  built  probably  the 
first  cotton-factory  in  the  Slate,  on  the  Acushnel 
River.  His  six  sons  became  manufacturers.  His 
son  William  was  father  of  Mrs.  Taber. 

Mr.  Taber  is  Uuitarian  in  religious  belief ;  has  ever 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  even  when  barely  half  a 
dozen  votes. were  cast  in  the  town.  His  townsmen 
have  intrusted  him  with  the  office  of  selectman,  but 
he  has  never  cared  for  office.  A  quiet,  unassuming 
man,  he  illustrates  Anely  what  may  be  accomplished 
with  steady,  persistent  effort  by  a  poor,  uneducated 
boy  relying  on  his  own  exertions. 


CYRUS  D.  HUNT. 

Cyrus  D.  nunt  was  born  in  East  Weymouth,  Nov. 
15,  1833.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place  until  thirteen  years  of  ago,  when  he 
assisted  his  father,  who  rebuilt  the  government  break- 
water of  Fort  Adams,  Newport,  R.  I.  He  worked 
with  him  for  three  years,  during  the  summer,  attend- 
ing school  in  East  Weymouth  during  the  winters  of 
that  time.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  nail- 
factories  of  the  Weymouth  Iron  Company,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  making  cut  nails.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  ten  years, — five  in  East  Weymouth,  ouo  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  four  in  Somerset,  Mass.  By  too 
close  application  to  his  work  ho  impaired  his  health 
so  much  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  factory  in  1861. 
After  a  few  months'  recreation  ho  entered  the  Bridge- 
water  Normal  School.  For  this  step  he  hud  prepared 
himself  by  study  while  at  work  at  his  trade. 

Having  graduated  from  the  Normal  School,  he 
taught  school  at  Somerset  during  the  winter  of  1863-  1 


64.  In  the  summer  of  1864  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  American  Nail-Machine  Company,  of  Boston. 
This  company  purchased  property  at  Fairhaven, 
Mass.,  to  which  place  the  machinery  and  business 
was  transferred  in  1865.  Mr.  Hunt  took  charge  of 
the  business  at  tho  time  of  the  transfer,  and  having 
convinced  his  directors  of  the  necessity  of  a  change 
in  the  business,  they  authorized  him  to  engage  in  the 
manufacture  of  tacks  and  amall  nails.  The  company 
was  reorganized  in  1867,  and  named  the  American 
Tack  Company. 

By  the  purchase  of  the  Jude  Field  trade-mark  and 
the  good-will  of  Mr.  Guerineau,  son-iu-law  of  Jude 
Field,  the  company  became  the  legitimate  successors 
of  A.  Field,  who  was  one  of  tho  first  to  start  the 
tack  manufacture  in  this  county,  having  begun  tho 
business  of  making  tacks  and  shoe  nails  in  1824  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  Subsequently  the  company 
bought  out  M.  M.  Rhodes  &  Sons,  of  Tauntou,  who 
were  the  first  to  make  lining  and  saddlo  nails  und 
tufling-buttona  by  machinery ;  also  Martin  O.  Wil- 
liams, of  Raynham,  the  inventor  and  original  manu- 
facturer of  chisel-pointed  boat  nails.  With  the  ad- 
vantage of  these  three  established  lines  of  trade  the 
company  was  able  to  do  a  fair  business  and  to  iucreaso 
it  by  the  natural  growth  of  trade  and  the  increase  of 
business  of  the  country. 

Tho  company  has  a  capital  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  employs  some  ouo 
hundred  and  twenty-five  hands,  iucluding  boys  and 
girls,  the  latter  doing  the  light  work  and  the  packing 
of  the  goods.  The  sales  of  tho  coni|>aiiy  aggregate 
some  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  per 
year,  and  the  goods  go  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  as 
the  tacks  and  nails  made  by  Americau  manufacturers 
are  regarded  as  superior  to  any  other  made. 

Mr.  Hunt  has  been  assiduous  in  his  devotion  to 
his  business,  and  being  a  practical  workman,  secured 
success  where  less  attention  would  have  brought 
failure.  In  politics  he  has  alwuys  been  a  Republi- 
can, being  fully  convinced  that  the  policy  of  the  Re- 
publican party  to  "  foster,  protect,  and  encourage 
home  manufactures"  was  wise  and  for  tho  best  in- 
terest* of  the  people,  while  a  protective  tariff  fur- 
nishes employment,  and  at  the  same  time  provides  a 
revenue  for  the  government  iu  a  manner  hardly  felt 
by  our  people.  He  bus  voted  for  every  Republican 
President,  and  has  always  used  his  influence  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  parly,  but  has  never  held 
any  office,  believing  his  time  and  abilities  could  be 
better  employed  in  attention  to  his  business,  ami  that 
it  was  better  to  succeed  in  a  small  way  than  to  risk  a 
failure  by  attempting  to  do  too  much. 

Mr.  Hunt  murried  Suruh  E.  Mansfield,  of  Brain- 
tree,  Muss.,  who  was  born  Murch  17,  1837,  by  whom 
he  has  hud  four  children,— Wallace  1).,  Frederick  M., 
Alice  E.,  and  Mabel  F. 
Cyrus  Hunt,  father  of  Cyrus   1  .  was  born  in 
I  Braintree,  Aug.  5,  1805,  died  July  14,  1863.  He 
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was  son  of  Daniel  Hunt,  born  in  Briiintree,  1778, 
v.  1 1 1  >  married  Tolly  Kingman. 

Mr.  Hunt's  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Laban  Por- 
ter, a  descendant  of  Richard  Porter,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Weymouth,  who  came  from  Weymouth, 
England,  in  1635. 

Enoch  Hunt,  the  pntcrnal  ancestor  of  Cyrus  D., 
came  from  England  to  WcssaguKsctt  (Weymouth) 
with  the  first  settlers  of  that  ancient  town.  He  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He  returned  to  England,  but 
his  son  Ephrnim,  born  in  England  in  1010,  remained 
in  Weymouth,  and  became  the  progenitor  of  the 
Weymouth  line  of  the  Hunt  family.  He,  like  his 
father,  was  a  blacksmith,  and  mnrried  for  his  first 
wife  Anna  Richards,  and  for  his  second,  Ebbilt 
Burns.  By  these  two  wives  he  Imd  six  sons,  who 
became  the  fathers  of  twenty-six  sons  and  as  many 
daughters,  whose  descendants  are  numbered  by  thou- 
sands, and  have  settled  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

Ephraim  (2),  born  in  Weymouth  in  1660,  died  in 
1713.  His  son  John  was  born  in  Brninlree  in  1668, 
and  his  son  Andrew,  born  in  1743  and  died  in  1794, 
was  the  father  of  Daniel,  who  was  the  grandfather  of 
Cyrus  D. 


OBED  NYK. 

The  Nye  family  is  of  English  extraction,  and  the 
American  branch  can  claim  kindred  with  the  noble 
families  of  that  name  in  England.  Capt.  Obed  Nye, 
born  1737,  had  two  wives,— Mary,  born  1739,  died 
March  28,  1797,  and  Freelove,  born  1748,  died  Nov. 
10,  1816.  His  denth  occurred  Nov.  10,  1815.  His 
sou  Jonathan  was  boni  1760,  and  died  Nov.  18,  1816. 
The«c  three  deaths  so  close  to  each  other  were  caused 
by  that  fearful  epidemic,  "spotted  fever,"  or  "  black 
death."  Jonathan  married  Hannah  Mandell,  born 
1776,  died  Sept,  24,  1844,  aged  eighty-two.  Their 
son,  Obed  Nye,  was  born  in  Fairhaven  (Acushnet) 
Jan.  25,  1800.  He  had  but  limited  education  from 
schools,  but  from  the  age  of  fourteen  began  his  busi- 
ness life  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Swift  <fc  Nye,  at 
the  "  Head  of  the  River,"  where  he  stayed  until  he 
was  of  age.  Then  ho  became  a  partner,  the  firm 
becoming  Swift,  Nye  &  Co.  This  firm  continued 
many  years,  ami  Mr.  Nye  remained  connected  there- 
with until  1861,  when  he  rallied,  having  acquired 
considerable  property.  He  did  a  great  deal  of  meas- 
uring lumber  in  his  time,  and  had  quite  a  reputa- 
tion in  that  way.  He  was  a  self-made  man.  His  first 
capital  was  borrowed,  but  his  honesty,  energy,  and 
thrift  were  the  foundations  of  his  success.  He  mar- 
ried, Oct.  16,  1821,  Abby,  daughter  of  William  and 
Abigail  Hathaway,  of  New  Bedford.  She  died  May 
10,  1804,  aged  sixty-three.  (See  biography  of  Wil- 
liam Hnttmway,  Jr.,  of  New  Bedford.)  Of  their 
children  five  lived  to  grow  up,— Laura  II.  (Mm. 
Charles  8.  Tabcr),  Abbie  P.  (married  David  S.  Hall, 


of  Portsmouth,  R,  I.,  and  now  resides  in  8an  Gabriel, 
Oil.),  William  II.  (deceased),  Francis  U.  (deceased), 
and  Rhodolphus  8. 

Mr.  Nye  was  of  active  and  energetic  temperament, 
was  for  many  years  an  agent  for  Hingham  Fire  In- 
surance  Company,  and  represented  his  district  in  the 
Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  habits,  of  strong  powers  of  thought, 
and  decided  principles  and  opinions.  Politically  he 
was  a  Whig  and  Republican.  He  waa  social  and 
genial  in  his  intercourse  with  others,  and  his  Chris* 
tian  charity  was  brood,  holding  to  Unitarian  doc- 
trines in  belief,  although  a  regular  attendant  of  the 
Orthodox  Congregational  Church.  He  had  robust 
health  both  in  body  and  mind  until  a  few  years  pre- 
vious to  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  29,  1878. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

FIlBKTOWN.l 

The  geographical  limits  of  Freetown  are  now  very 
dissimilar  and  unlike  those  of  that  section  of  country 
purchased  of  the  Iudians  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  years  ago,  nor  were  those  wholly  identical  with 
the  boundaries  of  the  tract  incorporated  two  centuries 
since  under  the  name  that  it  still  continues  to  bear. 

Another  change  in  some  of  the  boundaries  was  ef- 
fected in  1747,  when  a  considerable  portion  of  what 
had  been  the  township  of  Tiverton  was  annexed  upon  , 
the  easterly  aide,  thus  acquiring  the  name  still  famil- 
iar to  us  of  East  or  New  Freetown. 

Still  another  and  a  very  important  change  was  made 
February,  1803,  when  a  little  more  than  half  of  old 
and  original  Freetown,  together  with  a  small  part  of 
East  or  New  Freetown,  was  detached  and  set  off  from 
Freetown,  and  incorporated  as  a  new  and  distinct 
town,  and  called  Fall  River,  a  name  that  it  retained 
only  one  year,  when  it  was  changed  to  Troy,  and 
thirty  years  later  changed  back  again  to  Fall  River; 
that  it  ever  after  retained  whilo  a  town,  and  also 
continues  to  do  as  a  city. 

Thus  it  appears  that  between  April  2,  1659  (the 
date  of  purchase),  and  July,  1688  (when  incorpor- 
ated), the  supposed  limits  of  Freetown  grew  consider- 
ably less,  for  these,  as  set  forth  iu  the  Indian  deed,  over- 
lapped and  covered  lands  in  several  adjoining  towns 
at  an  earlier  date  by  the  Indians  sold  to  European 
purchasers,  and  in  the  several  decisions  permanently 
locating  the  bound.  Freetown  purchasers  were  the 
parties  decided  against  until  Freetown,  as  incorpor- 
ated, embraced  but  about  three-fourths  the  territory 
set  forth  in  the  deed  of  purchase. 

From  1747  to  1803,  a  period  of  some  fifty-six  years, 
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Freetown  included  and  embraced  a  larger  extent  of 
territory  than  it  bad  before  or  has  since. 

About  sixteen  yean  intervened  between  the  date  of 
the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim*  at  Plymouth  and  the  com- 
mencement of  the  tint  or  earliest  European  settle- 
ment within  the  limits  of  what  became  the  county  of 
Bristol,  and  from  the  date  of  that  landing  to  the  pur-  ! 
chase  of  Freetown  was  nearly  thirty-nine  years,  and 
from  the  landing  to  date  of  incorporation  as  a  town 
about  aixty-three  years;  so  that,  although  with  a  force 
irresistible  "  westward  the  tide  of  empire"  took  "  its 
way,"  the  current,  though  very  strong,  was  slow  when 
compared  with  the  speed  that  has  characterized  the 
progress  of  those  who  have  taken  the  advice  to  "go 
West"  in  these  latter  days. 

That  traditional  "  peck  of  beans,"  or  something  else, 
had  secured  to  the  white  man  the  legal  possession  of 
Taunton  some  twenty-three  years,  "ten  fathom  of 
beads"  had  purchased  the  Indian  claim  at  Rehoboth 
eighteen  years  before,  and  Dartmouth  had  been  an 
English  possession  seven  years,  and  yet  what  became 
Freetown  atill  remained  an  Indian  domain,  an  un- 
broken wilderness,  the  red  man,  despite  long  and  per-  I 
aiatent  solicitation,  had  refused  to  part  with,  alienate,  i 
vacate,  or  release  by  sale,  being  as  it  was  to  him  that 

-  8>fsr  world  lo  d.pth  of  woodi  .mUmwd," 

and  where  through  this  life  he  hoped  to  be  permitted 
undisturbed  to  remain  in  the  peaceable  and  quiet  en- 
joyment of  until  called  to  enter  upon  another  state  of 
,  where 

haitfvai 


"sought  out  many  inventions"  with  the  eye  of  his 
faith,  looked  forward  to  and  hoped  for  a  happier  state 

of 


and  yet  that  "poor  Indian  whose  untutored  mind" 
saw  "  God  in  clouds"  and  "  heard  him  in  the  wind," 


Uu|M  to  rfr., 


Isr  as 

bound  in  Nature's  darkness  was  a  thousand  ti 
more  liberal  and  generous  in  his  theology  than  those 
who  claimed  to  be  acting  under  the  marvelous  light 
of  the  gospel. 

The  red  man,  in  his  "  father's  house"  of  "  many 
mansions,"  thought  there  was  "  bread  enough  and  to 
spare"  even  for  white  men,  who,  in  turn,  generally 
regarded  the  Indian  as  God's  gift  to  Christ  of  the 
heathen  for  an  inheritance  that  Ho  might  dash  them 
as  a  potter's  vessel,  and  their  lauds  "for  a  posses- 
sion" that  He  might  confer  the  same  upon  His  saints, 
who  the  members  of  the  Pilgrim  Church  solemnly 
resolved  and  perhaps  seriously  believed  that  they  in 
fact  were,  and  whose  exclusiveness  caused  them  to 
place  "  without  the  pale  of  hope  and  mercy"  not  only 
"dogs  and  sorcerers"  but  all  Iudians  who  were  not 
foreordained  before  the  world  was  to  be  saved,  and, 
in  short,  almost  everybody  elee  save  themselves. 

That  true  son  of  Nature,  the  North  American 
Indian,  that  unadulterated  specimen  of  man  as  he 
came  from  the  hand  of  his  Maker,  before  ho  had 


The  long  and  remarkably  peaceful  reign  of  "  good 
old  Massasoit"  wax  drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  de- 
crepitude of  old  age  gave  unmistakable  warning  that 
he  would  ere  long  be  "gathered  with  his  fathers," 
which  called  his  eldest  son,  Wauisutta,  to  the  seat  of 
a  chief  councilor  to  the  aged  sachem,  and  mado  him 
practically  ruler  of  the  wampum  or  tribe  and  nation. 

Among  the  dwellers  in  Plymouth  at  that  date  was 
one  John  Barnes,  a  grog-drinker  and  liquor-seller, 
who  put  the  cup  to  his  neighbor's  lips  as  well  as  to 
his  own,  making  them  and  himself  drunken,  and 
causing  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  those  with  whom 
he  had  to  do  and  disturbance  in  that  settlement  until, 
when  probably  "  wine  was  iu  and  wit  out,"  he  at- 
tempted to  play  some  pranks  with  a  bull  that  i 
the  indignity  by  goring  him  to  death. 

To  that  John  Barues  Wamsutti 
for  some  things  taken  up  at  his  shop  in  Plymouth, 
which  debt  was  made  use  of  to  extort  from  that  chief 
sacheui-iu-praspcct  a  written  promise  at  some  time  in 
the  future,  not  then  denned,  to  sell  the  laud  then 
called  Aasonet,  but  now  Freetown,  to  certain  of  the 
ancient  freemen  of  Plymouth  colony,  of  whom  John 
Barnes  was  one. 

Whenever  that  deed  should  be  executed  the  debt 
to  John  Barnes  was  thus  to  be  canceled,  and,  a*  an 
additional  inducement,  it  was  further  agreed  that 
Wamsutta  should  then  receive  twenty  coats,  two 
rugs,  two  iron  pots,  two  kettles  and  nnc  little  kettle, 
eight  pairs  of  shoes,  six  pairs  of  stockiugs,  one  dozen 
of  hoes,  one  dozen  of  hatchets,  and  two  yards  of 
broadcloth. 

Great  was  the  reluctance  felt  and  exhibited  by 
Wamsutta  to  the  act  of  giving  a  written  promise  Unit 
he  would  some  time  sell  what  his  futhcr,  despite  of 
repeated  and  persistent  importunity  on  the  part  of 
the  whites,  had  «»  determinately  refused  to  part  with, 
and  thus  long  and  sacredly  kept.  But  the  Shylocks 
were  after  him,  fully  intent  upon  securing  their 
"  pound  of  flesh,"  though  it  should  be  taken  from  the 
young  chiefs  heart. 

Tims  did  they  requite  the  son  of  their  lifeloug, 
cousin ui.  and  never-failing  protector  and  friend,  the 
great  and  "  good  old  Musaaaoil/'  and  in  practice  ex- 
emplify their  true  principles,  despite  their  very  pious 
pretensions,  thus  utterly  ignore  the  doctrine,  "  In 
all  things  w  hatsoever  as  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
to  you  do  ye  eveu  »o  to  them,"  and  thus  did  they  deny 
that  "  blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall 
mercy,"  although  during  the  nearly  forty  years 
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the  Pil^riins  had  then  been  in  this  conntry,  a*  to  Paul 
when  shipwrecked,  "  the  barbarous  people  allowed  no  • 
little  kindness." 

Dee.  24,  1657,  wna  the  date  at  which  was  extorted 
from  Wamsutta  a  written  promise  at  some  time  to  exe- 
cute a  deed,  and  April  2, 1659,  that  at  which  the  deed 
was  obtnined. 

The  names  of  the  several  purchasers  in  that  deed 
enumerated  were  as  follows,  vis. :  Capt.  James  Cud- 
worth,  Josiah  Winalow,  Sr.,  Constant  Southworth, 
John  Itnrna,  John  Tisdall,  Humphrey  Turner,  Wal-  j 
ter  Hatch,  Samuel  House,  Samuel  Jackson,  John 
Daman,  Mr.  Timothy  Hatherly,  Timothy  Foster, 
Thomas  8outhworth,  George  Watson,  Nathaniel 
Morton,  Hichnrd  More,  Edmund  Chandler,  Samuel 
Nash,  11. -nry  Howland,  Mr.  Ralph  Partridge,  Love 
Brewster,  William  Paybody,  Christopher  Wadsworth, 
Kcnelm  Winalow,  Thomas  Bourne,  and  John  Water- 
man, being  twenty-six  in  number,  no  one  of  whom 
became  an  actual  settler  on  this  purchase,  thus  show- 
ing most  conclusively  that  it  was  not  because  they 
were  pressed  for  lack  of  land  or  at  all  straitened  in 
their  several  localities  or  quarters,  but  because  they 
"  mrrlnl  things  that  were  their  neighbors',"  and  those 
that  neighbors'  needs  required  and  demanded  that  he 
should  have  and  continue  to  possess,  and  his  ardent 
heartfelt  wish  and  earnest  oft-repeated  desire  was  to 
be  permitted  to  retain.  Twenty-six  being  the  num- 
ber of  those  ancient  freemen  of  Plymouth  Colony, 
who,  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1669,  had  purchased 
that  tract  of  country  which  subsequently  became  the 
township  of  Freetown,  a  division  of  the  purchase  wa« 
effected  early  the  next  year,  by  which  the  number  of 
lots  was  made  Ui  correspond  with  the  number  of  the 
purchasers,  and  thenceforth  this  proprietary  for  the 
next  twenty-three  years  was  generally  known  as  "ye 
fTrccmau's  lands  at  Taunton  River." 

Each  lot  or  "freeman's  share"  was  bounded  on 
one  end  by  the  river,  and  on  the  other  by  the  head 
line  of  the  original  purchase,  and  it  was  intended 
that  each  of  these  lots  should  have  been  about  one 
hundred  rods  wide,  though  some  lots  fell  considerably 
short  of  thnt  width  and  some  lots  overrun,  reference 
bring  had  to  relative  value  and  an  effort  made  to 
make  up  in  quantity  for  lack  of  quality.  To  prcveut 
dissatisfaction  or  any  grounds  for  future  complaint 
the  purchasers,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1660,  set  their 
hands  to  n  written  agreement  that  whereas  "  it  may 
fall  out  that  some  Iota  may  prove  better  than  others, 
therefore,  wee  do  nil  and  every  one  of  us  agree  and 
determine  and  doe  by  these  presents  firmly  bind 
ourselves  each  to  the  other  our  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns  to  rest  contented  with 
whnt  providence  the  I»rd  shall  dispose  by  lott  to 
each  of  us  not  troubling  or  molesting  each  other, 
and  to  this  mutually  agree  befnro  the  lots  he 
drawn,"  and  in  this  manner  the  purchase  was  di- 
vided, Capt.  James  Cud  worth  receiving  the  twenty- 
fifth  lot  in  number.  Capt.  James  Cudworth  was  born 


in  or  about  the  year  1612,  He  was  a  son  of  Rev. 
Ralph  Cudworth  and  a  brother  of  Rev.  Ralph  Cud- 
worth,  D.D.,  author  of  "The  Intellectual  'System  of 
the  Universe."  Capt.  James  Cudworth  came  to  Ply- 
mouth in  1634,  and  soon  after  took  up  bis  residence 
in  Scituate,  where  he  held  offices  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary, was  Governor's  assistant  several  years,  and  in 
1681  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Plymouth  Colony,  for  a  time  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  combined  forces  of  Massachusetts  and 
Plymouth  Colonics  in  the  early  partof  "  King  Philip's 
war,"  was  too  liberal  and  lenient  to  suit  the  bigots  of 
his  time,  and  for  a  while  kept  out  of  office  because  he 
opposed  the  religious  persecution  then  being  waged 
against  the  Quakers,  was  sent  to  England  to  transact 
business  for  Plymouth  Colony,  and  while  in  Loudon 
he  took  the  smallpox  and  died,  aged  about  seventy 
years.  His  grandson,  James  Cudworth,  settled  upon 
this  Freetown  land,  and  made  his  will  in  March, 
1729,  and  died  soon  after.  Considerable  portions  of 
that  tract  still  continue  in  the  possession  of  lineal 
descendants,  having  never  gone  out  of  the  family 
blood  or  tire-name. 

Josiah  Winslow,  Sr.,  drew  the  fifteenth  lot.  He 
was  the  youngest  brother  of  Governor  Edward  Wins- 
low,  and  uncle  to  Governor  Josinh  Winslow,  dis- 
tinguished as  a  general  in  King  Philip's  war.  Josiah 
Winslow,  Sr.,  emigrated  to  America  in  1629,  and 
settled  at  Marshfield,  where  he  held  various  offices  of 
public  trust,  was  elected  town  clerk  of  Marshfield  in 
1646,  and  performed  the  duties  of  that  place  until  his 
death,  that  occurred  in  1674.  He  was  born  in  or 
about  the  year  1606.  April  8,  1661,  Josiah  Winslow, 
Sr.,  sold  the  fifteenth  lot  to  William  Makepeace,  of 
Boston,  a  cooper  by  trade,  who  occupied  it  until  his 
death.  William  Makepeace  was  drowned  in  Taunton 
River  some  time  in  August,  1681. 

Constant  8outhworth  received  for  his  share  the 
nineteenth  lot.  He  with  his  mother,  then  a  widow, 
came  to  America  in  1628,  of  which  the  account  has 
been  preserved,  and  was  as  follows: 

"  1628.  Paid  for  Constant  Southern'  passage  and 
diet  11  weeks  at  4*.  8rf.  =  £3,  11,  4." 

Ho  settled  in  Duxbury,  and  represented  that  town 
in  the  Colonial  Court  twenty-two  years;  was  Gov- 
ernor's assistant  several  years ;  colonial  treasurer  from 
1669  to  1679;  commissary-general  in  King  Philip's 
war.  He  died  March  10,  1679.  The  nineteenth  lot 
after  his  decease  became  the  property  of  his  children, 
who  sold  to  parties  that  became  settlers  thereon  in  or 
about  the  year  1682,  or  some  twenty-three  years  after 
its  purchase  of  the  Indians. 

John  Barns  drew  the  twenty-second  lot,  it  being 
that  whereon  the  greater  part  of  Assonct  village  now 
j  stands,  and  he,  in  August,  1666,  sold  it  to  Hngh  Colo, 
i  of  Swansea,  who  in  turn  conveyed  the  same,  in  1686, 
to  Benjamin  Chase,  a  cooper  by  trade,  who  settled 
thereon  about  twenty-six  years  after  it  had  been  pur- 
chased of  the  natives. 
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John  Tiadall  received  the  twenty-third  lot.  It  it 
upon  thia  lot  that  a  portion  of  Aasonet  village  is  lo- 
cated. John  Tiadall  (or  Tiadale,  as  that  name  ia  now 
generally  spelled)  settled  in  Marsbfield,  where  in  1645 
he  waa  elected  constable.  Removing  to  Taunton  he 
waa  made  a  selectman  of  that  town  in  1672,  and 
aerved  in  that  office  until  hia  death,  which  occurred  in 
June,  16713;  waa  a  representative  to  the  Colonial 
Court  in  1674.  He  was  slain  by  the  Indians,  who  at 
the  same  time  burned  hia  dwelling  and  carried  away 
hia  gun,  that  was  retaken  at  Rehoboth  Aug.  1,  1675. 

Joahua  Tiadale,  son  of  John,  settled  upon  the 
twenty-third  lot,  and  died  thereon  in  or  near  the  year 
1714.  Considerable  portions  were  retained  in  the 
family  name  for  about  a  century,  and  a  part  ia  still 
inherited  by  those  of  the  blood,  but  of  other  sur- 
names. 

Humphrey  Turner  drew  the  second  lot,  it  being 
that  whereon  is  now  the  most  thickly-settled  portiou 
of  the  city  of  Fall  River.  Humphrey  Turner  resided 
in  Scituate,  or  which  town  he  was  constable  in  1636 
and  1639,  representative  to  the  Colonial  Court  in  1640, 
which  place  he  filled  for  ten  years.  This  lot  descended 
by  kinship  from  Humphrey  Turner  to  his  son  Joseph 
Turner,  who  in  1671  sold  the  same  to  Israel  Hubbard, 
who  in  tum  conveyed  it  to  Die  great  Indian  hunter, 
Cup:.  Benjamin  Church,  who  in  or  near  the  year  1700 
settled  in  what  was  Tiverton,  but  now  Fall  River,  and 
but  a  abort  distance  from  this  second  lot. 

Walter  Hatch  drew  the  twelfth  lot,  that  is  now 
within  the  northerly  part  of  Fall  River.  Walter 
Hatch  resided  in  Scituate.  He  wan  a  son  of  William 
Hatch,  ruling  elder  of  the  second  church  in  Scituate. 
Walter  was  a  ship-builder.  This  lot  passed  by  kin- 
Bhip  to  his  son,  Joseph  Hatch,  who  on  the  8th  of 
June,  1705,  sold  the  same  to  Jonathan  Dodson,  a 
settler.  Walter  natch  waa  coustablo  at  Scituate  in 
1664. 

Samuel  Houbo  had  for  his  share  the  fifth  lot,  now 
in  Fall  River.  He  resided  at  Scituate  and  died  there 
in  or  about  the  year  1661.  His  sons,  Samuel  and  Jo- 
seph House,  March  20,  1678,  sold  thia  lot  to  Henry 
Brightman  and  Thomas  Cornell,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
and  the  next  year  Cornell  sold  his  part  to  George 
Lawton,  Jr.,  of  Portamouth.  Brightman  and  Lawton 
were  probably  the  first  settlers. 

Samuel  Jackson  was  of  Plymouth,  but  changed  his 
residence  to  Scituate  in  1638.  He  probably  sold  his 
right  in  this  purchase  to  William  Randall,  who  drew 
the  seventeenth  lot,  from  whom,  in  1678,  the  land  title 
passed  to  Nicholas  Cotterell,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and 
in  1683  and  1690  most  of  this  lot  became  the  property 
of  Lieut  Thomas  Terry,  whose  sons  settled  thereon, 
and  a  large  portion  is  not  only  retained  by  the  family 
blood  but  also  surname. 

John  Daman  drew  the  twenty-sixth  lot.  He  was 
of  Scituate,  where  he  held  the  office  of  constable  ia 
1662,  and  was  representative  to  the  Colonial  Court  in 
1675  and  again  in  1676.   John  Daman  died  in  or 


about  June,  1677,  and  this  lot  passed  to  hia  heirs,  who 
in  1713  and  1714  sold  it  to  Timothy  Lindall,  a  mer- 
chant residing  in  Boston,  who  through  hia  tenants 
probably  caused  it  to  be  settled  upon.  It  remained 
in  the  Lindall  family  until  the  war  of  American  Rev- 
olution. 

Mr.  Timothy  Hatherly  probably  sold  his  right  in 
"ye  ffreeman's  lands  at  Taunton  River"  before  the 
date  of  division,  and  hence  the  ninth  lot  was  drawn 
by  Capt.  James  Cudworth,  who  in  1681  sold  the  same 
to  Simon  Lynde,  of  Boston,  from  whom,  by  heirship, 
it  descended  to  his  son,  Samuel  Lyude,  of  Dotttou, 
who  gave  it  to  his  grandchildren,  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth Valentine.  Mr.  Timothy  Hatherly  resided  in 
Scituate,  was  Governor's  assistant  for  many  years, 
colonial  treasurer  from  1640  to  1642. 

Timothy  Foster  drew  the  first  lot,  and  of  him  very 
little  appears  at  this  date  to  be  known,  nor  is  it  easy 
to  learn  what  disposition  he  made  of  this  property, 
upon  which  Ralph  Earle  was  an  early  settler. 

Thomas  Southworth  received  the  thirteenth  lot. 
Thomas  Southworth,  with  hia  brother,  Constant 
Southworth,  and  their  mother,  then  a  widow,  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1628,  Thomas  settling  at  Ply- 
mouth, whore,  March  7,  1648,  hu  waa  commissioned 
as  lieutenant  of  local  militia,  promoted  to  captain  in 
August,  1669,  a  position  he  continued  to  hold  until 
hia  death,  Dec.  18,  1669,  representative  from  Ply- 
mouth three  years  in  the  Colouial  Court,  Governor's 
assistant  some  fifteen  years. 

George  Watson  drew  the  seventh  lot.  He  was  con- 
stable nt  Plymouth  in  1660,  and  again  in  1762.  Prob- 
ably retained  the  seventh  lot  as  long  as  he  lived,  and 
leaving  it  to  his  children  and  grandchildren,  as  hia 
grandson,  John  Watson,  July  20,  1706,  sold  his  right 
therein  to  Henry  Brightman. 

Nathaniel  Morton  drew  the  eighteenth  lot,  which  he 
sold  to  John  Hathaway,  Sr.,  of  Taunton,  in  March, 
1671,  and  whose  son,  John  Hathaway,  Jr.,  soon  after 
settled  thereon.  Nathaniel  Morton  was  a  sou  of 
George  Morton,  who  came  to  Plymouth  in  1623. 
Nathaniel  Morton  waa  colonial  secretary  from  1647 
to  1686. 

Richard  More  drew  the  eleventh  lot.  Richard 
More  was  an  early  settler  in  Duxbury,  where  lie 
owned  land  at  a  place  called  the  "  Eagle's  Neat." 
Edmund  Chandler  received  tho  fourth  lot,  that  em- 
I  braced  what  is  now  the  "  City  Farm"  of  Fall  River. 
Edmund  Chandler  retained  it  through  life,  ami  at 
hia  decease  it  passed  to  his  son,  Joseph  Chandler, 
who,  in  July,  1673,  sold  the  same  to  Henry  Bright- 
man,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  Edmund  Chandler  wax 
constable  of  Duxbury  in  1637,  and  representative  to 
the  Colonial  Court  in  1639. 

Samuel  Nash  drew  the  twenty-first  lot,  it  being 
that  on  which  the  southerly  portion  of  Asaouct  vil- 
lage stands.  He  was  a  lieutenant;  led  the  force  that 
Plymouth  Colony  sent  against  the  Indians  in  August, 
1640  ;  was  inarshnl  of  that  colony  for  many  years. 
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Henry  Howland,  of  Duxbury,  for  his  share  re- 
ceived tho  nixth  lot,  and  his  sons,  John  and  Samuel, 
appear  to  havo  become  actual  settler*.  John  died 
in  or  before  1687,  Samuel  died  in  or  near  1716. 
Henry  Howland  died  in  1670. 

Mr.  Ralph  Partridge,  of  Duxbury,  after  the  date 
Wamsutta  gave  his  written  promise  to  sell  these 
lands,  but  before  that  deed  was  executed,  died,  and 
at  the  division,  in  1660,  his  heirs  received  the  eighth 
lot  that  his  grandsons,  Ralph  and  Peter  Thatcher,  on 
the  29th  day  of  October,  1694,  conveyed  to  John 
Reed,  a  " cord wainer,"  who  became  an  actual  settler. 
Mr.  Ralph  Partridge  emigrated  to  America  in  1636, 
and  after  a  boisterous  passage  was  landed  at  Boston 
on  the  17th  day  of  November.  He  soon  after  became 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Duxbury,  and  continued  in 
that  position  until  his  death.  Before  coming  to  this 
country  he  had  been  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
England.  Secretary  Morton,  in  16.r>8,  gravely  re- 
corded, "This  year  there  was  a  great  earthquake  in 
New  England.  Also,  Mr.  Ralph  Partridgo  died  in 
good  old  age,  having  for  the  space  of  forty  years 
dispensed  the  word  of  God  with  very  little  impedi- 
ment. His  pious  and  blameless  life  became  very  ad- 
vantageous to  his  doctrine.  He  was  much  honored 
and  loved  by  all  that  conversed  with  him.  He  was 
of  sound  and  solid  judgment  in  the  main  truths  of 
Josus  Christ."    And  to  all  this  an  admirer  added : 

"  Kim  hhlt  ms*j 
And  hi.  work  done ; 
1*0.  Mrthly  pUf»; 
rurlritljse  i*  gun.. 
II.  .  will.  Ui.  F.U..r  ami  th.  Son." 

Love  Brewster  drew  the  tenth  lot.  He  was  born 
in  England.  He  came  to  America  in  1636,  landed  at 
Plymouth  and  settled  in  Duxbury,  where  he  died, 
and  this  lot  passed  to  his  son,  Wrestling  Brewster, 
who  sold  the  southerly  half  to  a  carpenter  named 
John  Rogers,  who  in  turn  sold  it,  Oct.  3,  1702,  to 
Edward  Thurston,  Sr.,  of  Newport,  R.  1.,  whoso  son, 
Thomas  Thurston,  settled  thereon,  and  hero  remained 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  about  eleven  o'clock 
at  night,  March  22,  1730. 

William  Paybody  received  the  fourteenth  lot,  that 
now  has  one-half  in  Freetown  and  the  other  half  in 
Fall  River.  He  exchanged  this  lot  for  lands  else- 
where, and  it  soon  after  came  to  be  owned  by  the  In- 
dian hunter,  Capt.  Benjamin  Church. 

William  Paybody  was  town  clerk  of  Duxbury  from 
1666  to  1684,  and  representative  to  the  Colonial  Court 
twenty-three  years.  He  was  born  Nov.  24, 1619.  He 
died  in  1707. 

Christopher  Wadaworth  drew  the  third  lot.  This 
name  upon  ancient  records  was  spelled  Xxofcr  Wads- 
worth. 

Christopher  Wadsworth  was  an  early  settler  in 
Duxbury,  where  he  was  elected  constable  in  1633,  and 
served  in  that  office  four  years;  selectman  in  1666, 
and  served  six  years ;  representative  to  the  Colonial 


Court  in  1640,  and  served  four  years.  He  died  in  or 
near  the  year  1677. 

Kanolm  Winslow  received  the  twenty-fourth  lot. 
He  was  a  brother  of  Governor  Edward  Winslow,  and 
emigrated  to  America  in  or  about  the  year  1629.  He 

J  settled  at  Yarmouth,  but  died  while  absent  from  home 
on  a  visit  to  Salem.  He  aras  buried  Sept.  13, 1672. 
This  lot  was  settled  upon  by  Nathaniel,  a  son,  and 
Josiah,  a  grandson  of  the  original  proprietor.  Na- 
thaniel did  not  long  remain  here,  but  Josiah  continued 
to  reside  here  until  his  death,  April  3,  1761. 
Thomas  Bourne  had  the  twentieth  lot.    He  resided 

I  in  Marshlield,  and  was  a  representative  from  that  town 
to  the  Colonial  Court  in  1640-41  and  1644.  He  died 
May  11,  1664,  aged  eighty-five  years,  and  must  have 
been  born  in  or  about  1679.  The  ownership  of  the 
twentieth  lot  paused  to  John,  a  son  of  Thomas  Bourne, 
and  John  Bourne,  March  4, 1678,  gave  it  to  his  daugh- 
ters, Anna,  the  wife  of  John  Bailey,  and  Martha,  the 
wife  of  Valentine  Decro.  John  Bailey  was  elected 
selectman  of  Freetown,  June,  1685,  and  died  June 
22,  1686. 

John  Watcrmau  drew  the  sixteenth  lot  John 
Waterman  was  a  son  of  Robert  Waterman  and  wife 
Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Bourne.  This  lot 
ere  long  became  the  property  of  Lieut  Job  Winslow, 
a  son  of  Kanolm  Winslow.  Lieut  Job  Winslow 
settled  on  the  sixteenth  lot,  and  remained  until  hia 
death,  July  14,  1720. 

Pioneer  Settlers. — 1st  Lot  Ralph  Earl  was  upon 
this  lot  at  an  early  date.  He  was  probably  a  son  of 
William  Earle,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  A  sister  of 
Ralph  Earle  became  the  wife  of  John  Borden.  Ralph 
Earle  was  a  surveyor  of  highways  in  1690-92  and 
1696,  constable  in  1699,  grand  juryman  in  1700 
and  1715,  assessor  in  1710  and  1711,  selectman  in 
1715,  commissioned  ensign  of  local  militia  in  or  be- 
fore 1715,  owned  the  northerly  half  of  first  lot  as  early 
as  1710,  built  a  pound  for  the  town  in  1704,  pound- 
keeper  about  fourteen  years.  The  ear-mark  for  his 
creatures  as  recorded  was  "  a  halfpcnie  on  the  hinder 
part  of  the  right  yeare,  and  a  Crop  of  the  Left" 

4th  Lot  Matthew  Boomer  was  probably  the  earli- 
est European  settler  upon  the  fourth  lot,  as  he  was 
referred  to  by  colonial  records  in  1675  as  "  residing  in 
the  government  without  order,  and  not  attending  the 
public  worship  of  God,  living  lonely  and  in  a  heath- 
enish way  from  good  society."  In  March,  1686,  Mat- 
thew Boomer  was  arraigned  for  an  assault  upon  John 
Brandon. 

5th  Lot  George  Lawton,  Jr.,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
who  purchased  one-half  of  this  lot  March  24,  1679, 
probably  settled  thereon  before  1687. 

6th  Lot  John  Howland  was  au  early,  or  perhaps 
the  earliest,  settler.  He  died  before  Feb.  13,  1687 ; 
was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Samuel  Howland. 

7th  Lot  Settled  by  grandson  of  George  Watson, 
tho  original  proprietor. 

8th  Lot   John  Reed,  eordwainer,  who  purchased 
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this  lot  Oct  29, 1694,  settled  here,  and  remained  until 
hia  death,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Jan.  S, 
1721.  He  had  resided  somewhere  in  what  became 
Freetown  even  before  the  date  of  incorporation  (July, 
1683),  as  when  it  was  made  a  conatablewick,  Sept  28, 
1680,  John  Reed  was  ordered  to  appear  at  court  as  u 
grand  juryman. 

10th  Lot  8ettled  upon  by  Thomas  Thurston,  who 
was  grand  juryman  in  1706,  assessor  in  1707-9  and 
1718,  selectman  in  1708-9,  constable  in  1710,  surveyor 
of  highways  in  1712  aud  1713.  His  will  bore  date  of 
March  20,  1730.  He  died  about  eleven  o'clock  at 
night,  March  22,  1730. 

11th  Lot  Thomas  Gage  was  part  owner  and  prob- 
ably an  early  settler  upon  the  eleventh  lot,  which  doubt- 
lew  accounts  for  the  fact  that  the  high  bluffs  near  the 
river  a  little  north  of  Steel  Brook  received  the  name 
of  "  Gage's  Banks."  Thomas  Gage  was  a  clothier,  or 
cloth  dresser.  He  was  a  representative  to  the  General 
Court  in  1722,  1727,  and  1736  ;  assessor  in  1720. 

12th  Lot  Settled  upon  by  Jonathan  Dodson  in  or 
near  the  year  1705.  He  was  town  clerk  of  Freetown 
in  1719,  moderator  of  annual  town-meetings  in  1712, 
1714-15,  and  1718.  selectman  in  1711-12,  1714-10, 
1717-20,  assessor  three  years,  constable  one  year.  In 
1723  he  was  elected  representative  to  the  General 
Court  but  declined  to  serve.  At  a  town-meeting  held 
June  2,  1713,  it  was  "  Voted  Jonathan  Dodson  to  be 
minister  of  the  gospel  for  this  town  until  there  is  a 
supply  from  England."  The  will  of  Jonathan  Dod- 
son bore  date  of  June  8th,  1741. 

15th  Lot  Settled  upon  in  or  near  166-,  by  William 
Makepeace,  of  Boston,  a  cooper  by  trade,  who,  save 
during  King  Philip's  war,  remained  thereon  until 
August,  168-,  when  he  was  drowned  in  Taunton 
River.  It  was  probably  partly  in  the  fifteenth  and 
portly  in  the  sixteenth  lot  that  the  reservation  was  made 
to  the  Indian  Tabadacason  for  the  Indians  that  kept  the 
ferry,  and  the  "  wild  roving  Indian  girls,  bright  Al- 
farettos,"  the  daughters  of  the  red  heathen,  soon  proved 
a  snare  to  their  white  Christian  neighbors,  as  will  ap- 
pear from  the  Plymouth  Colony  record,  under  date  of 
Oct.  29,  1672.  "William  Makepeace,  Sr.,  living  at 
Taunton  River,  for  lacivious  attempts  towards  uu 
Indian  woman,  was  sentenced  by  the  court  to  be 
whipped  at  the  post,  which  was  accordingly  performed. 
And  the  said  Makepiece  for  selling  slrouge  liquors  to 
the  Indians  was  fined  five  pounds." 

16th  Lot  Settled  on,  soon  after  King  Philip's  war, 
by  Lieut.  Job  Winslow,  from  Swansea,  who  occupied 
until  his  death,  July  14,  1720.  Lieut.  Job  Winslow 
was  a  leading  man  in  Swansea  before  coining  to  re- 
side in  Freetown.  Of  Freetown  he  was  a  selectman 
ten  years,  assessor  six  years,  and  for  a  short  time  town 
clerk,  representative  to  the  General  Court  in  1686  and 
1692,  moderator  of  annual  town-meeting  one  year, 
and  on  the  town  council  of  war  in  1691  and  1692. 

17th  Lot  Settled  on  by  a  tenant  who  probably 
leased  off  Cotterell,  the  then  owner. 


18th  Lot  Settled  on  in  or  near  the  year  1671  by 
John  Hatheway,  Jr.,  from  Taunton  (that  part  now 
Berkley),  who  remaiued  until  his  death,  thai  occurred 
in  or  about  the  year  1780.  John  Hatheway  was  made 
constable,  Sept  28,  I860,  of  what  afterward  (via., 
July,  1688)  became  Freetown.  He  was  Freetown's 
earliest  tavern-keeper,  being  licensed  to  keep  the 
same  June  6,  1684.  He  was  a  selectman  of  Freetown 
twelve  years. 

19th  Lot  Settled  upon  by  John  Bailey,  from  Wey- 
mouth, about  1682.  He  was  elected  as  a  selectman  of 
Freetown  in  June,  1685,  and  he  died  June  22, 1686. 

22d  Lot  Settled  upon  by  Benjamin  ('base,  a 
cooper  by  trade,  who  purchased  by  deed  bearing  date 
of  1686.  Benjamin  Chase  was  a  selectman  of  Free- 
town two  years.    He  died  in  or  about  the  year  1731. 

23d  Lot  Settled  upon  by  Joshua  Tisdale,  who 
was  town  clerk  of  Freetown  four  years,  selectman 
six  years,  assessor  three  years.  He  caused  to  be  built 
the  lowest  dam  on  Assonct  River,  on  which  ho  oper- 
ated a  grist-mill.  The  high  ledge  of  rocks  near  As- 
sonet  Depot  was  on  his  land,  and  hence  called 
"Joshua's  Mountain,"  and  that  part  of  Assonct 
River  bounding  his  lot  on  the  west  end  is  still  called 
"Joshua's  Channel." 

24th  Lot  Settled  on  by  Capt  Josiah  Winslow. 
He  iu  or  near  the  year  1695  built  the  dam  now  occu- 
pied by  Thomas  O.  Winslow,  and  located  thereon  a 
saw-mill.  Josiah  Winslow  came  from  Yarmouth, 
where  he  was  born  Nov.  7,  1669.  Josiah  Winslow 
was  promoted  to  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia  of 
Freetown  in  or  near  1702,  commissioned  captain  Feb- 
ruary, 1715.  He  was  a  selectman  of  Freetown  Ave 
years,  assessor  seven  years,  moderator  of  annual  town- 
meeting  three  years,  aud  several  years  town  treasurer. 
He  died  Aprils,  1761. 

25th  Lot  Settled  on  by  James  Cud  worth,  a  grand- 
son of  Capt  James  Cudworth,  the  purchaser.  James 
Cudworth,  the  settler,  remained  hero  until  hia  death, 
which  occurred  in  1729.    He  was  born  April  3, 1665. 

Participation  in  Early  Wan.— Freetown  was 
purchased  of  the  Indians  iu  1659,  and  European  set- 
tlers began  to  locate  thereon  iu  1660  or  1661 ;  yet  so 
slowly  did  theso  arrive  that  Ihu  number  of  such  were 
only  sufGcieut  to  constitute  a  coustablewick  twenty 
years  later,  aud  it  was  not  until  July,  1683,  or  more 
than  twenty-four  years  after  the  dale  of  purchase, 
that  the  population  entitled  this  locality  to  incor- 
poration as  a  town.  Littlo  can,  therefore,  be  learned 
of  the  action  taken  by  the  people  iu  that  greatest 
and  most  bloody  of  New  England's  conflicts,  King 
Philip's  war,  waged  in  1675  ttnd  1676;  but  tradition 
says  that  the  people  en  mane  left  all  to  the  foe,  and 
fled  for  refuge  to  a  garrisoned  house  in  Tauuton, 
leaving  one  of  their  number  named  I<awton  (who  re- 
sided in  what  is  now  Fall  River)  dead  at  his  home, 
where  he  was  found  by  the  Indians  and  slain  the  day 
j  they  commenced  to  kill  the  Eugliah  inhabitants  at 
!  Swansea. 
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It  wu  not  until  King  William's  war,  so  called, 
that  the  inhabitant*  of  Freetown  appear  to  have  been 
required  to  furnish  both  men  and  money,  arms,  and 
equipment*,  and  were  regularly  constituted  a  part  of 
the  military  force  of  Plymouth  Colony,  one  of  the 
preliminary  step*  towards  which  was  to  organize  the 
entire  militin  of  the  town  as  one  company,  of  which, 
on  the  4th  day  of  June,  1G8G,  Thomas  Terry  was  coiu- 
misaioned  as  lieutenant-commandant. 

The  Colonial  Court,  in  session  at  Plymouth  Aug. 
14,  1689,  enacted  as  follows:  "  If  any  souhliers  of 
ours  shall  he  maimed  in  s*  war,  and  thereby  disabled 
to  maintaine  themselves,  he  or  they  to  be  provided 
for,  relieved,  and  maintained  in  such  capacity  as  he 
or  they  lived  in  before  concerned  in  »*  war,  and  also 
to  have  victuals  «fe  nmunilion  allowed  while  upon  the 
expedition." 

In  a  force  sent  out  under  Maj.  Benjamin  Church, 
the  renowned  Indian  hunter,  Freetown  furnished  a 
soldier  named  John  King,  the  expenses  of  whose 
outfit  were  charged  as  follows: 

Charge!  lo  the  •otildm  onder  Malor  Church  anguet  ST, 

£  t.  A 

To  I  gun  Hum  John  bathway  to  John  King   1  7  00 

To  3  yarda  Cloth  for  anapaacka  from  Benjamin  Cheae  Veined 

«!!....._  „   -   .™„   8  00 

To  Ceah  to  i'r*  Snnthrrd  for  •  hatchet  _  .-  -  -  1  OS 

To  bllllllng  John  King  t  dan.  „  „  .....  -  4  00 

To  I  pair  of  etwee  from  Knife  eerll  to  John  King  ™   6  00 

Concerning  theexpedition  under  Maj.  John  Wallcy, 
of  Bristol,  Freetown's  participation  was  in  accordance 
with  the  following  order: 

M  To  ft*  Hflttuml  or  toime  Oiraii/I  of  /reeirree 

"  Von  are  required  In  their  m njc  «i renin  to  teko  car*  Mutt  the  two 
men  you  were  lo  provide  by  ordar  of  Ihe  La  at  general  Court  be  In  readl- 
im  by  lh»  el«th  of  July  well  armed  nnd  fixed  ami  erery  way  proTkled 
to  march  according  to  order. 

"Hereof  fall  not. 
"  Deled  at  Brlatol  the  IS  of  Jnna  1990. 

"Jons  WaLLIT, 

"Mit/er" 

Lieut.  Samuel  Ganliner,  recruiting  officer  for  Free- 
town, made  the  following  returns: 

June  the  24.  Knlerrd  for  eolonleam  William  INitIo,  thomaa  tralntor, 
and  Ji  -i  ,  .  Chrtthagwenlt,  Indian,  for  Ihe  town  of  freetoun,  Kgalmt 
Ilia  Common  Rtreniy  for  the  preeent  Ki|4dltkin  for  fanedy,  and  tar  bo 
Cary  being  preeent  foriald  F.ipldiiion. 

■  Taken  by  m», 

"  fUaou.  Oaernpae." 

tarbo  Cary  and  thomaa  tralntor  march t  for 
i  want  not. 

"  8AHOU.  OllDIHEB." 

rTreetoun  Dr. 

£  a,  A 

Jnly  3.  To  Caah  I)»llT«rad  tn  Thoniai  Tralntor  by  ordar  of  tha 

majority  of  Iho  Tonn  Counalll  -~     3  09 

Tnltfllnla.    ~  —   0  • 

To  3  pd  of  bed  -     1  8 

July  16.  To  1  pair  pnmpa  lo  Tardo  Gary   3  0 

To  1  pair  of  plain  llntah  aboee  to  Thomaa  Train  lor   ft  0 

To  1  jarir  of  ■locking*  to  Tartar  Cary   3  3 

To  J  yarrkr  of  aacklng  to  Tarbo  Carer  „  3  • 

To  DaSk  ilellH  to  John  Ilalhway  for  3  p*  powder   •  0 

To  (--vali  p<  Mr.  Kdy  for  mending  tha  Con  a  try '•  gtinn„  *  0 

To  Ca»h  to  Thomaa  Treliitor.....  ..     3  0 

July  1*.  To  Caadt  pd  John  Ilalhway  toward,  hla  muekat   6  0 

To  Haah  pd  Thomaa  Terry  toward,  t  hetcbete   t  0 

To  brown  M  to  Tartar  Oary  „   0  8 

To  t  .hlrt  from  will  makepeace  to  Tarbo  Caray   •  0 

To  I  mn.kcl  from  Thomaa  imkepeeee  delivered  to 

Thomaa  Tralntor                                              1  •  0 

10 


To  1  powdar  horn  from  Hath  way  delivered  to  Tarbo 
Cary  _  — -  ™  _  

To  I  »ia|aiark  from  Ihrrfee  to  Tarbo  Cary  _  _„ 

To  1  gan  from  Thn.  KIiik  dl«  to  ditto  Cary  ................  ' 

To  1  weecoal  from  Ilalhway  to  ditto  Oary   ,tll  . 

Jnly  2J.  To  1  hatchet  del'  to  Taroo  Cary  „.._  _. 

To  I  hatchet  del*  lo  Thomaa  Tralntor  

Aug.  It.  To  2  qnarta  of  rum  to  Tralntor1!  wlfa   


£   a.  at 

0  0 
t  0 


Two  years  later  Tallby  Jennens  and  Benjamin  Hop- 
pin  appear  to  have  been  serving  as  soldiers  on  the 
part  of  Freetown,  where  the  following  charges  appear. 

Tli a  Country  dd.  to  tha  Inhabitant,  of  fraetowna,  July  Ura  13, 

To  1  gun  dd.  to  Tallby  Jen n en.  from 

pralaed  at  _„... 

To  Hemnal  Gardiner',  .iipperlng  II 


Toeaah  I 


Uardlner  for  fltUng  men  Stat   


at  4  apiece 
I  by  m  .1  Oa 
Ily  ditto  from  John  Read 

To  ditto  from  Job  WlnaUiw  

To  ditto  from  Samuel  How  land 
To  ditto  from  raatbew  llomar.. 
To  ditto  Iron  Haifa  A  aril 
To  ditto  from  nkkolua  Keen* 

To  John  Ilalhway  a  •napaack  dd.  to  Tallby  Jenoena... 
To  Thomaa  king  for  billiting  benjamin  Hoping  S  days 

tlrna  ha  waa  preat  to  tha  lima  be  marcht......   ft  4 

To  I  powder  honi  from  8am  (lowland  to  Tallby  Jeaneae.  — .  t 

To  John  lUad  fur  billeting  IS  Bn.ll.hmen  at  8d.  a  meal   •  0 

To  XI  Indiana  at  Id.  apiece   _  „   10  » 

To  »  ditto  „  „   T  « 

To  a  Lofe  of  brad  and  a  cheaae.„„.  %  0 

To  4  daya  1  horae  to  rauib>ckal.  HH          ■   ■■  _      4  0 

To  Ceeplng  all  horaea  I  nlta  and  1  man  aoppar.  Lodging  and 

brekfaat...  „    „'  Z~T„."   t  10 

To  Minting  at  tha  return  of  Uia  aouldlera  Ihrae  KngUahmau, 

eriper,  l">lglng,  and  hreafoet.  _  „.      t  I 

To  42  Indiana  „  _„   .  14  0 

To  Thomaa  King  for  tranepnrtlng  an  Indian  aoaldlar   a  0 

To  a  buUal-po-ch  from  Rojfpalna  to  hopping   I 

The  French  and  Indian  War.— The  accounts  of 
Lieut.  James  Winslow,  as  treasurer  of  Freetown  in 
1756,  show  that  he  received  of  David  Cudworth,  Jr., 
who  had  been  drafted  for  service  in  the  army,  seventy- 
five  pounds,  old  tenor,  to  buy  himself  oft*,  and  with 
which  to  hire  a  substitute  possessing  leas  pounds  but 
more  pluck. 

Maj.  Abiel  Terry  as  recruiting  officer  made  returns 
as  follows : 

May  3d  day,  "W,  their  Knterad  Into  hi)  Majeatlea1  Barrloa  out  of  tha 
flret  foot  company  In  freetonn,  Via,  benjamin  porter,  Edward  pain. 
I'  nnnl  Oariile,  Joaiah  Bra  man. 

At  Ura  abor,  date  waa  paid  by  tfaa  town  Traaaurar  of  -raatown  to 

£  a.  at 

lienjamln  Porter,  old  tanor  „..._.   II  15  00 

Kdaard  I'aln,        "     "      11   4  03 

Joaiah  nranaan   _..._...„„  to  0  00 

Beside  these  the  official  records  in  the  Stote-hougc 
at  Boston  show  that  Elijah  Hatch,  Benjamin  Butter- 
worth,  Joseph  Rounsevill,  and  John  White,  all  of 
Freetown,  performed  service  in  the  army  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1766,  and  the  records  of  Freetown  Treasury 
that  to  be  relieved  from  going  to  the  war,  Charles 
Cudworth  paid  two  pounds  eight  shillings,  and  John 
Terry,  to  get  one  of  his  sons  relieved,  paid  eight 
pounds,  and  James  Edmenster  bought  off  hie  eon 
Noah,  who  was  impressed,  by  the  payment  of  two 
pounds  eight  shillings;  and  the  official  rolls  at  Boston 
inform  that  8olomon  Paine,  of  Freetown,  enlisted 
into  the  army  and  deserted. 

War  of  American  Revolution.—"  Minute-men" 
who  responded  to  the  first  call,  April  19, 1778,  usually 
I  known  as  the  "  Lexington  Alarm": 
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quaere.— Uvl  Routieevill,  captain;  Samuel  Teber  and 
Nathaniel  Uortoa,  lleuteuante.  Nam  OmuumuMtd  OjBrere.— John 
White  turd  Couelder  Crapo,  MpHt|  Joebiue  Lawrence  and  Setii 
II .Ihii.ii.  oorporale.  Meant  SVl«rre.— Philip  Tabar,  Uriah  Peiree, 
Benjamin  Lawrence,  AUel  Cola,  Couetder  While,  Jaaaa  Keen,  Jacob 
Ueneuu,  John  Clark,  John  Bra  ley ,  Pervlvel  Aehley,  Icuabod  John- 
aon,  Mlcah  Aehley,  Bath  Morton,  Jeff  Sac  heme,  lermal  Uaakall, 
ilia,  A  Irani  A  ar,  ley,  Ctuvlae  Da  Morauvllle,  Aaroa 
twreil,  Aim:  Uoeklne,  Uci.jan.iu  Ruuuela,  Thornaa  llounaaTlll, 
Pater 


Freetown  men  in  Capt.  Levi  Rounsevill's  company 
raised  for  service  iu  Ninth  Regiment  of  patriot 
army : 

Larl  Rouneevlll,  captain;  Samuel  Tatar,  lieutenant;  John  While,  eer- 
faauti  Mlcah  Aabley,  tor pornl :  Zadoc  ralror,  fllar  ;  Noah  Aehley, 
Jephah  Aabley,  Tbuuiaa  Auiue,  John  Braley,  Jacob  Baoeoo,  Timothy 
Bordao,  JoataL  Bowea,  Jaaaa  Bcigga,  John  Clark,  Alderman  Crank, 
Georg  a  Davie,  Joehue  Davie,  Samuel  Kvana,  Wlllleai  Kvaue,  a  ...... : 

llulmee,  KllpliaJet  ilonkina,  Benjamin  Ingraluun,  Timothy  tugm- 
ban,  Joehue  Law  ran ca,  Jabat  Lumbart,  Reuben  Maaon,  Uriah 
Pairs*,  Wllltam  Parker,  June*  Palfe,  Danlal  Paige,  Gideon  Banua, 
Aaron  Soekel,  Thome*  Street,  Jefl  Bach  etna,  Philip  Taber,  Charle* 


First  company  of  the  local  military  of  Freetown 
that  responded  to  an  alarm  in  December,  1776,  and 
performed  a  brief  tour  of  duty  iu  Rhode  Island,  with 
term  of  lime  that  each  served  : 


Dare 

Served 

Benjamin  Reed,  captain  -  M 

Pblflp  Hathaway,  Ji  ,  lieuten- 
ant- „..„..  -  14 

DevM  Pelroe,eecuird  lieutenant  14 
Jam**  Cudwortb,  eergeent  S4 

Blearer  Helhawav,    "    T 

Joanna  llalhaaay,     "   S4 

Kd.ani  CudworU.,  corporal   M 

Jau.ee  Cndwurth,        ■      — -  »4 

Joaepb  Allan. prieala  .....  » 

David  Brlgge,    "    -  -  • 

Jamea  Biigge,    "    • 

puiaMsasms Ml  *■ 

 —  SI 


Kbeneier  Chaee,  private..  

Hariue  Chaae,       "   ..... 

David  Dxughia,      "  -  

William  elaher,  "   

Joeeph  Ilatlieway  (Sdl,  private. 
Joaeph  Hathaway  (3d),     "  .. 

John  Paiua.  private  

John  Paine  (2d),  "   

Solomon  Paine,    '  . 

Job  Palna  <Td),  ■   

Char  Ice  Strange,  *    

Jamre  Strange,  "   

TUial*,-  -  


Day* 

Served, 

It 

......  s 

  • 

,   S4 

S 
14 
.» 
■ 
M 
c 
SI 
II 
1 


Third  company  of  local  militia  at  Rhode 
December,  1776: 


Island  in 


Nathaniel  Morton,  lieutenant... 
fci.lall  UubU-tl.eorgeel.t.. ........ 

Oo.iahl.-r  Ornpo,  a   

Hrarkiah  " 


Joeliua  Orapo,  oorpunl  

Joalafa  Haekell,     -    . 

Benjamin  Wralcoll,  earrrjorml.... 

PerclvaJ  Aehley,  |  la..  

Darn  a  baa  Aehley,    "  ......... 

Juerph  Aal. ley,  "  animiii 
Abnam  Aehley,        M  ........ 

Da v I.I  Bal^elt,        "  ...  

Timothy  Borden,     "  .......... 

Noah  Hordan,  ■   

John  Braley,  ■  ........ 

Nathaniel  Braley,  "   


■ 
IS 

T 
t4 
10 

li 

6 

6 
11 

4 

\i 

V) 

s  I 

A 

s  I 


Pator  Crapo,       private  B> 

Thumaa  Ll.aar,         "     .....   IS 

David  Durr*..,         "    7 

EUiIkwI  Kaatebrook,  *   —  KO 

JaJjCfl.  Kaatahruok,    J    T 

TlxHnaa  lloeklne,     "  7 

Neiha. .1.1  lloaklua,  "   I 

John  Hamilton,       "    T 

IchalajU  Jnliuaoil,    "    8 

Kh;..l.  Juckelt,        »   ™  V 

Juehua  Uwrriica,    "    ....   6 

Nathaniel  Morton  (4th),ptl«aw.  14 

Reuben  Maawti,  pit  tale   »J 

Nathaniel  Murtou,  Sr^  private  .  S 

Jua.  |.h  Pool,  private. „   IS 

Uawriia  Tabar,   "    ...............  3 

Joaaph  Voter,     -    4 


From  the  Third  Company  were  drafted  for  service 
in  the  patriot  army  nine  months,  and  ordered  to  re- 
port at  Fishkill:  Francis  Crapo,  aged  thirty-eight 
years;  Robert  Pittaley,  uineteen;  and  Luther  Parker, 
seventeen ;  and  for  service  in  the  Continental  army  iu 
1780  marched  on  the  29th  of  August,  Elkanah  Rider 
and  John  De  Moranville. 

On  the  occasion  of  an  alarm  in  1777,  Samuel  Dur- 
feo,  David  Durfee,  Abner  Hacket,  and  Richard  Mason 
served  each  one  month  and  twenty-four  days  in  Rhode 
Island. 


First  Company  in  the  local  militia  in  Mrvice  at 
Rhode  Island  in  July  and  August,  1780  : 


Benjamin 

Philip  Ha 


Benjamlu 


Oulllonl  Evana.  i 
Baaiuel  llalhawajr,  " 
81  laa  Hathaway,       "  ~ 
DwvUl  lMuf  lua,  corporal... 
John  Pallia,  " 
Jamaa  Wiiaaloer,  muaieian 
tleorg*  Wlualuw,  " 
Kphraim  Urigaa,  private.. 
Joliu  Urisga,  " 
Daulal  lUwiwan,  M 
Abner  B.tgg*.  ** 
laaac  Ho. Unit,        "  _ 
Grranlleld  Cluua,  " 
Jnaa  Cud  worth,       "  - 
nill«rt01uua,  " 
George  Chaae,  Jr.,  * 
Richard  Clark.        ■  .. 
ran  fax  Chaaa, 
Thoiuaa  K> ana,  " 
Julm  Kvaua.  Jr.  M 
Uuilfonl  i ......II,  " 

Benjamin  GriniKill,  " 
Junalban  ll.tl.nway,  Jr., 
vata  


Itou- 

ZZ  10 
...  11 

  10 
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....  6 

  6 

  l«l 

  10 

....  7 
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....  S 
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  0 
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  10 
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  10 
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Beth  Hatbawtjr,  private  .  ... 

Joaeph  Hathaway,  "  ........ 

lubart  Hathaway,  **   ..... 

Juaaph  llalbaway,  Jr.,  privata... 
hlwuxer  Hathaway,  "' 

Job  Keen,  nrimte  

Wallet  Nichoia,  ptlrnjn   _ 

golonton  Palna,       "   10 

Warden  Paloe,       "  ._   " 

John  Pair.*.  -   

Uenjandu  Pvrtar.  "   

Samuel  Ittchraiuud.  "  ........ 

Ciuirlea  Strange,  "  

ltufua  Kayiuoud,     M  ......... 

Wllltam  Read,  "  

laaac  Ueoird,         *  — 

Samuel  Richmond,  "  ........ 

Janiae  Strange,  M 

l.nt  Strange.  Jr.,     "  a  

Petor  Jncket,  "   

Job  Tarry,  "   .... 

Sulumuu  Tarry,     *"  - 

Abiel  Terry,  Jr^    -   - 

tlanjajnli.  Waavar,  "   .- 

Dav.d  Wlualoar,  "   

Kara  Wluadow,  •   

Oliver  Window,  «    

Richard  Wlualow,  -    


Members  of  First  Company  of  local  militia  i 
Freetown  that  served  in  the  Continental  army  iu 
1780,  and  dates  they  marched  :  Thomas  Evans,  July 
6th;  Uelona  Chase  and  Philip  Chase,  July  15lh; 
Beujamin  Grinnell  and  America  King,  August  15th  ; 
and  Barley  Reed,  September  18th. 

Third  Company  in  the  local  militia  in  service 
Rhode  Island  in  August,  1780: 


Joeeph  Holtou, 
Petvlval  Aehley 
Peter  Crapo, 
Jabet  Kaatahruok, 
Joahnat  Hlllnwu, 
Dudley  Hathaway, 
Joliu  ia«  


Aaa  tlark, 

lk-i.Jau.il.  Kaatahruok, corporal. 

Elijah  Parker,  *  . 
Wllllunt  Aehley,  private......... 

Abraham  Aehley,  **  ........ 

J.  -  |.|.  Aehlry,  "  

>  1 1 .  I ....  I  Aahh-y,  "  

Julm  Baiiuwa,  "   _. 

John  Uanlan,  *  ......... 

Jacob  llrnaiMI.  "   — 

Jonathan  Dolton,  " 

Nathaniel  llraluy,  "   

Nuthauh-I  ,  "  

Ttuillaaa  l.'haee,  ■  ........ 

H.tnun  Chuk,  "   . 

C  fi.|...  "  

J.wliua  Cra|a>,  "  „. 

Kdward  t.'haae,  '*   _ 

Joaepb  Davta,  "  ......... 


Dnya 
Sarvffd. 
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Roger  Itaakell,  private  

David  Durf.<e, 

■■•  Haakell, 


Da; 
Served 


Gerah.Mu  lluwlaud,  "  ......... 

Ichatejd  Joltnaou,  "  

Baniatnin  latwreoca,  privata... 

Nathaniel  Morton,  "  ... 

Nathaniel  M.NtoU  (Ml,    "  .. 

Nathaniel  Morton  (9d),  '  ... 

Ilvnjwuitn  51  ....ii,  "  ... 

wMSM  Ugaley,  M  ... 

J.aH.ph  Plgalvy,  11 

larnjandn  Pigatey,  * 

Alexauder  Parker,  " 

BaUNel  Parker.  "  ... 

John  Kounaovill,  -  ... 

William  I  >.ii,  "  ... 

Philip  Ib-uuaavllU  -  ... 

Thuenea  II.  ......> ill,  ~ 

Klkauah  Uldot,  ■  ... 

George  Tabvr,  " 

John  Voler,  "  — 

Thotaaa  White.  ■  „. 

Jeuklne  Whha,  "  .. 

Tliouiaa  Willianu,  "  ... 


War  of  1812.— Names  of  those  members  of  First 
Company  who  formed  a  part  of  the  Coast  Guard, 
put  on  duty  at  New  Bedford  June  20,  1814,  and  re- 
maining about  ten  days 

Lynda  Hathaway,  caplalu;  Thornaa  Dnruank,  llaateruuil;  Joaeph 
Kvaua,  Pieeerved  Cotton,  and  Joee|di  Kvana  (Id),  eergealtta;  Calvin 
Payne  and  William  Wlualow,  inuaicia.ua. 

i.-  N.f.lirra. — Zvphaulah  Androa,  Thoinaa  Booth.  William  Burr,  Lu- 
ther Urlgga,  leaae  Burbauk,  Joaephua  Brlgga,  John  lirigga,  Stephen 
Bilnleh,  Hidden  Ctnaaa,  Kdmuinl  Chaae,  Sluienii  Cliaa.-,  Samuel  Oiaae, 
Gillarrt  Chaaa,  Jau.ee  Cliaaa,  John  D.  Cndw.^ih,  Mlclutel  Ctaaae, 
Daulel  Iiouglaaa,  Jr.,  Paul  Davla,  Julm  Ihran,  John  Dean  (id), 
KUmexcr  Dean,  King  Dean,  Ueujatnulu  Dean,  Jr.,  Juai.ua  Down- 
ing, William  Kvana,  Lemuel  KdmluMeT,  KphraUa  Hathaway,  Daulel 
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Hathaway,  Vat  Halbeway,  Michael  llatliawnj,  Jnawph  Hathaway 
(2d),  Knnle  Ilathnway,  Jaeon  llalliaway,  Henry  P.  Hallmway, 
Nmli  Hathaway,  Bradford  Hathaway.  John  llaaklna,  Malachl  II 
land. Mil  lliiwlaod,  Knoch  Halhawny,  SI  Ian  Hathaway,  Philip  Hath- 
away,  Mallnne  Hathaway,  Joseph  Marble,  Ebrueur  Miller,  tlaaoa 
Martin,  Chnrlre  Marlde.  William  Nlrhola,  Juhn  MIHwla,  Henry 
Payne,  rtaalla  Phillip*,  Pierre  Plillllpa,  Solomon  Payne,  Abnua 
Peynr,  Grorpe  Pkkena,  A  ill  no  Paddock,  Henry  Porter,  John  V.  Pratt, 
John  H.-..I.H-..I  II. 
Rnyntnnd,  Abraham 


Names  of  men  drafted  from  the  first  compnny  for 
duty  in  the  Coiwt  Guard,  when  service  commenced, 
nnd  how  long  continued  : 


Hrniy  Fredrilrk,  Jn1y7,  MM  

M.  rtrll  Hathaway.  Joly  7,  IRI4  

I.I.-I  Smith,  Jnly  7,1*14  

Gardner  Chac*,  July  a,  1«U....™_„. 

]'..■■,  J  , ml  n  IHwIglM,  J  ill)  I.  I  M  I   

Hamilton  Pierre,  July  *,  1*14  

Thomaa  8,  tlooUi,  July  V; IM4.. 
Hi  «tf..t.l  0.  Chase,  Jnly  SA,  I  •  n 
Earl  P.  11i.ee.  July  SS,  1*14.. 


nay« 

Serred. 
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Jnl„,  Clark,  Jnly*M«l4  

Io-„j..o.li.  llenn.  Jr„  July  SA,  1114-.. 

Urorca  Bran  July  Sft,   

William  KTMia,  July  t\  ISI4..  ~. 

I i.  I  Kdmineler,  Jnly  Sft,  1814  

tot  Hatba-ay,  July  V>.  tail  

Thome*  Hathaway,  July  SA,  ISM  

J  ili  Pallia.  July  Sft,  1814.....   _.......„   IS 

Snh«non  Palnr,  July  S\  1*14  „   IS 

Abraham  Richmond,  July  SA,  1*14  „   IS 

Robert  Koberteon,  July  Sft,  1*14.  „  _   IS 

Second  company  in  the  local  militia  that  served  at 
New  Bedford  as  a  part  of  the  Coast  Guard  from  June 
18,  1814: 


Daya 
Sertoli 
14 


Slmron  Aahlry,  captain. 
Samuel  Mai  ..riil.i  i,  enalgn 
IltalMip  Aahlry,  eertmit . ... 
John  Knuneerlll,   ™  4— 
UlliiertRonneerlll," 
Philip  Tal-sr, 
John  Allan,  M 
Benjamin  Kllla,  " 
Clarlt  llaaklna.  " 
Jnatah  In.  Mocaneille.eergrMt.  14 

Kphralm  Onrnry,  nwalrlan   H 

Thmnae  Ibwneerlll,  Jr. 

rlan   

Ahram  Aahlry  CM),  private  .. 
Ahram  Aahlry  (.VI),    •'  .... 
Talx-r  Aahlry,  " 
Tluimaa  A«li  Iry,  ■ 
Leonard  Aahlry,  M 
Jonathan  llralay,       "  .... 
Ji.li  Brolry.  ■  .... 

Ahrl  Bill**.  "  «~ 


Aaa  Clark.  Jr., 
J.ae-ph  (lark. 
Cmrir*  rummlnse, 
J.  CiiniBilnica, 


Paya 


Frrdrrlck  Pawning,  private.....  "J 
John  Vow  nine,         "    .......  11 


Jamra  Oorhnm,  " 

lmtld  8  llnlhaway,  " 
Philip  Halhawny, 
Nathaniel  Hathaway,  " 
Nathanlal  Jo,  ket, 

Pavhl  lAwrencr,  " 

Spencer  Mwrence,  " 

An«*l  Mean,  ■ 
lleirklah  Maaon. 

Noah  Perktna,  " 

Irs  Pillaley,  " 

Abraham  Ptllalry,  " 

Mri  .'i  I  -  Plltalny,  " 

James  I'ltlalay,  " 

mi i.  ■■  i.>  :  i-  u  .  •• 

Wllhnr  Rrynolda,  " 

l.nthrr  Ro«ara,  • 

Kllna  Rounaerllt,  " 

Jorrph  llioinart III.  ■ 

John  T"l..'y.  ■ 
Jamra  Wh^t^ 

John  Whllr.  " 
Malachl  Whlta, 

tlBMrJ  Whltr.Jr  ,  •■ 
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Nam™  of  men  drafted  from  the  second  company  to 
serve  in  the  Coast  Guard,  at  or  near  New  Bedford: 


AMrirh,  JnlySS,  1*14. 
Aahlay.  July  SA,  1*14 


Daya 
Br r red. 

....  II 


William  tw.J«lySS.l»l4  

Ulhlay  llaaklna.  July  SA,  1*14  - 


IxiMny  llaaklna,  July 
KH>h  Lneaa.  July  SA,  MI4V 

Ahram  Plllalry,  July  SA.  1*14   11 

Sllaa  ItnunasTlll,  July  SA,  1*14  m  n  -  •  11 

PhlltpTalirr.July  SA,  1*14  -■  11 

John  Volar,  Jnly  SM»I4—  -..  — .  II 

And  Kllna 
Faliha'aa. 


Minute-men  of  April,  1861,  who  responded  to  the 
"first  call,"  and  performed  service  three  month*  at 
and  near  Fortress  Monroe,  in  Virginia,  being  known 
as  Company  G,  in  Third  Massachusetts  Regiment, 
under  Col.  David  W.  Wardrop,  of  New  Bedford : 

Oinoimionrd  OjHerri :  John  W.  Marbla,  captain  ;  Humphrey  A.  Franc  la 
andJohnM.O««n,lla<il*rwnl*.  AWnaialnlmnl  OJI«r»  Junaa  H. 
Ilallmway  and  Ororg.  D.  William*,  aargauita ;  rrrdrrlc  Thayar  and 
Chaatfr  W.  nrl«ca,  corporal*.  /Viaohj  aaldlara,  Jama*  0.  Clark.  Jama* 
H.  naakell,  Charla.  II.  llaaklna,  Kphralm  B.  BuklrM,  Oaor«*  H» 

Names  and  rank  of  Freetown  men  who  performed 
nine  months'  service  in  Company  A,  of  Third  Ilegi- 
mcnt  of  infantry,  mustered  in  September,  18C2,  and 
discharged  in  June,  1868: 

John  W.  Marble,  captain ;  Jama*  H 
Tlrajrr.aarsnanta; 
n  Hill,  corporal*;  Albarl  B. 

taa,  Snmnar  J.  Chlpman,  Oaor(a  Dnrfaa,  Aoilr.w  T, 

J.  KaUiAway,  Lynda  Hathaway,  Andrew  J.  norr, 
SlmbMl  R.  Howlnml.Thornaa  W.Murtaagli.Oaort*  A.Palnr,  Kdwln 
H.  Brrmla,  Kdwln  R.  RonnaaTlll,  Simon  D.  Hounsarlll,  A» Spoor, re, 
Jr,  IVinadlcl  A.  Wlnalow,  Geocg*  F.  Wilcox,  and  Marcanab  B.  Wll- 


Names  and  rank  of  Freetown  men  in  the  "  three 
years'  service"  or  late  war  of  the  "Great  Rebellion." 
8ervice  performed  in  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  of 
infantry,  of  which  Ebenezer  W,  Teirce,  of  Freetown, 
was  colonel : 


M.  Daan*  and  Onorwa  P.  Wllllama,  I 
corporal ;  Jama*  Booth ,  Jo 


Names  and  rank  of  Freetown  men  in  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Regiment  of  infantry,  of  which  John  C. 
Whiton,  of  Boston,  was  colonel: 

Kphralm  II.  llaaklna,  acoond  llautcnaat;  A  won  D.  Hathawny,  aergauil ; 
Alarm  0.  Aahlry,  Francla  K.  Brlitfr*.  Ttiomaa  Brrwrr,  Akhrl  Hatha- 
way, Octarna  V.  Hobinaon,  Clurira  II.  Read,  Danadlcl  A.  Wlnalow, 
William  S.  Wlnalow,  William  K.  Pr.lt,  and  Philip  A.  WHcoi, 


General  and  field  officers  in  the  local  militia,  with 
dates  of  commissions,  promotions,  and  discharges: 


Klwnrtrr  W.  Prlrca,  brlfadlrr-sanrral,  com.  Nor.  7.  185A,  . 
13, 18SI. 

Fiils  Omttu. 
Second  Kiyimrnl  of  /a/ank-y. 
Tin .mi.  Elliot,  colonal,  com.  17SS;  dlach.  Srpl  19, 1775. 
Thomaa  Tarry,  llmUnant-coloival,  rem.  174-;  dlach. 
Kbanrarr  Hathaway,  llriitrnant-eolonal,  com.  174-  t  dlacb. 
Ablrl  Trrry,  llnitananl-colonal,  com.  17AS;  dlach.  17*2- 
Jamra  Wlnalow,  llaBtanuil-eeloaal,  com  Jnly  SS.  1771j  dlac 
1776. 

Joarpli  Dorfre,  llantrnant-c.  1   ,  r  I  com.  Jnly  1, 17S1 ;  dtoch.  178S. 
Benjamin  Wearer,  llmtena  •  com.  Jnly  10, 178S;  dlecfa.  M«:  : 

17IM. 

Thomaa  Terry,  major,  com.  17S-;  pro.  174-. 


.8»p4.1», 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  M ASSACHUSKTTS. 


Ablel  Tsrry,  major,  com.  175- ;  pro.  KM. 
Joshua  Hsthswsy,  msjur,  com.  Feb  7, 1TT8 ;  discs,  mi 
i  Durfse,  msjor,  aum.  Juns  9,  1T7B;  pro.  Jul;  1,  mi. 

.  Jan.  2,  WOT ;  pro.  April  14,  WIS. 


own.  April  2, 1&52;  pro.  Nor.  7, 


.  P.  Kiel!  moo  J,  lie 


l-culonsl,  cub.  W82;  pro.  W 


BxMur  W.  r.lrc.,  insjor,  com.  Aug.  3,  W61;  pro.  April  2,  188*. 

FomrOt  JttfimaU  of  lu/anlry 
Joseph  .W«w,  msjor,  eon.  April  If,  WW. 


S7.  WM. 


Dt-cnlnnsl,  com.  Sept  6,  IMC;  discb.  July 


»,  DMjor,  com.  Aug.  31, 1844;  pro.  Sept.  6,  1MB. 
Jtytt  %innl  «/  Infantry. 
Blsneoa  Asblsy,  coloael,  cooi.  Aug.  10,  WW;  dlecb. 
Hsrculss  fushmsn,  eok»»l,  con.  Sept.  2*.  1821 ;  dlseh.  Aug.  31,  1ST?. 
Epbraliii  Winslow,  Jr., colons),  com.  Oct  8,  1829;  dlseh.  W3ft. 
Lynds  Hathaway,  lieutenant  culuntl,  cum.  SepL  ID,  18*1;  died  Not.  7, 

im 

Xphralm  Winslow,  Jr.,  llMleaenl-colousI,  com.  Marcb  8, 1838;  pro.  Oct. 
8,  WM. 

Philip  P.  Hathaway,  HcutsasBt-cotonel,  com.  Oct,  8,  WI»;  dlseh.  1833. 
Lynda  Hathaway,  major,  eon.  Aug.  10,  WW;  pro.  Sept.  2*.  1831. 

From  the  date  of  incorporation  (July,  1683)  until 
about  the  time  that  what  had  been  a  part  of  Tiverton 
was  annexed  in  1747,  a  period  of  some  aixty-four 
years,  the  local  militia  of  Freetown  were  embodied  in 
one  company,  but  about  that  time  were  made  to  con- 
stitute three  companies.  What  is  now  Old  or  West 
Freetown  is  nearly  identical  with  what  was  then  made 
to  constitute  the  geographical  limits  of  the  first  com- 
pany, the  section  set  off  in  1803,  which  became  Fall 
River,  includes  nearly  all  the  territory  assigned  to  the 
oud  company,  and  East  or  New  Freetown  militia 
i  made  the  third  company.  From  1683  until  1716 
the  local  militia  of  Freetown  were  commanded  by  a 
lieutenant,  being  too  few  in  number  to  constitute  a 
captain's  command. 

As  lieutenant-commandant,  Thomas  Terry  was 
commissioned  June  4,  1686,  and  he  was  succeeded  in 
that  office  by  Job  Winslow  a  few  years  later,  ami  by 
Josiah  Winslow  in  or  about  the  year  1702. 

The  names  of  captains  of  the  first  company,  with 
dates  of  commissions,  etc.,  were  as  follows: 


.Fsb.1715;  . 

1  1724;  pro.  to  maj. 
,ooia.  173- ;  pro.  to  II 
**ch. 

A  W.I  Tarry,  eon.  178- ;  pro.  to  maj. 

m,  com.  Juoa  4. 17M;  pro.  to  Ue.it -col.  July,  1771. 
.  July.  Ittl|  dUmlassd  Sept.  19, 1778. 
Bin  Read,  own.  1778;  dlach.  1781. 
Beajemla  Wearer,  com.  Jaly  1, 1781 ;  pro.  to  Heat-col.  July  10. 17*8. 
Benjemla  Porter,  eon.  Jaly  W,  17S8;  dutch.  1792. 
CharlM  Strange,  com.  Jane  28,  17*2  ;  disch.  1789. 
John  Wilkinson,  con.  May  27, 17M ;  dlach.  1801. 
Job  Plena,  Jr.,  con.  Aug.  21, 1801 ;  died  Sept.  12, 1800. 
Joseph  K.  Bead,  com.  Aug.  18, 1808 ;  pro.  to  maj.  Jaue  2, 1807. 
HelroM  Baruola,  eon.  Aug.  8, 1S07 ;  dlach.  March  S,  1811. 
Joseph  Wearer,  com.  June  24,  1811;  pro.  to  maj.  April  14,  1812. 
Lynde  llalliaway,  con.  Jans  29,  WW  |  pro.  to  niej.  Aug.  10, 1918. 
Henry  Porter,  eon.  Sept.  4.  WW;  dlach.  Marcb  1. 1822. 
Malicbl  Howlaod,  con.  April  13.  1KB;  dlach.  Marcb  1, 1827. 


Ephraim  Winslow,  Jr.,  com.  April  23,  1827;  pro.  to 
1828. 

Setb  Howl.,,.!,  eon.  May  W,  1828;  died!.  1831. 
Noel.  U.  >;.„;,..  cm..  May  27. 1831 ;  dnch.  Sept  7,  H 

Ambrose  Barnuls,  com.  17—;  illsch. 
Ueotge  Hrlghtmau,  eon.  178- ;  dlseh. 

;  com.  July,  1771 ;  dl*.  Sept  19, 1775. 
eon.  July  8.  1778;  dlacb.  177-. 
177-;. 


right 


(3d),  con.  Jaly  1. 1781 1  disci..  17*-. 


Oct.2,1798;dl*ID«!.».17»8, 

com.  slay  2,  1797;  pro.  to  u.„j  Sept  18, 1SU3. 


Third  Ctuepues  of 
John  Buonswlll,  com.  1751 ;  diavb. 
KILL.  Parker,  eon.  17- ;  dm.  Sept.  W,  1778. 
Juaeph  Uuetoa,  com.  177- ;  dmch.  178- . 
Perbjreen  White,  com.  Jaly  1, 17*1 ;  dlseh. 
Noah  Crape,  con.  Aptll  21, 1797 ;  dlarb.  August,  1T8S.  ' 

on,  »l.y  21,  I7»8;c«b.  1806. 
,,  =o».  Oct  14.  l»uo;  dlach.  April  IS,  Mil. 
com.  l.i.  4,  WW;  pro.  to  col.  Aug.  10,  WW. 
a.  Sept  22.  WW;  dlach.  April  15, 18*2. 
Daniel  Kdson,  cum.  May  25, 1822 ;  dlacb.  1*30. 
Malicbl  White,  com.  May  4, 1830;  dieeh.  April  13. 1836. 
Hubert  W.  Cottle,  com.  June  2U,  1835  ;  discb.  April  24,  1840. 

(ur*ib*  Oompmnw. 
(Raised  at  large  la  Ihe  several  towns  wlthiu  lbs  Secood 
Ablel  Terry,  Jr.,  cap! ,  com.  1771 ;  dlecb.  Sept.  19, 1775. 


Hutu.  Been,  com.  cpt.  June  13,  WW;  dlach.  1824. 

John  H.  Prtrce,  com.  capl.  May  4.  W24;  dlseh.  1*26. 

Sy  Wsous  *.  Payns.  cow.  apt  Aug.  18. 1*25;  dlecb.  March  1,  W*7. 

Hera.au  Lyndeey,  com.  opt  July  21. 1827 ;  dlacb.  May  30.  IS31. 

tiroes**  Hunt  Infantry  Cbes,  y 

W.  Pstrcs,  capt,  cow.  June  29,  I860 ;  dlarb.  May  12, 1*61. 
C.  Barrows,  capt,  ewa.  J  no.  14, 1861 ;  dlach.  April  6,  1864. 
Joha  W.  Marble,  capt.,  com.  April  (9. 1854  ;  dlseh  March  20, 1866. 
Sllaa  P.  Richmond,  cpt,  com.  May  a,  1866;  pro.  Jaly  24,  le&0 
J»>»es  tt.  M.th.wsoa,  ospt  .com.  Msrch  4. 1867;  dlacb.  1880. 
Marble,  capt,  com.  I8H0;  dlseh.  1*02. 


Tkird  Z.itfAt  Infantry  Oon 
William  P.  Wood,  capt,  con.  Nor.  22, 1861 ;  dlach.  1S9-. 
Marcus  M.  Roatwerlll,  com.  Msrch  19,  W6-;  dbieb.  »  si.  1864. 
William  A.  Huflbrd,  cum.  March  II,  1864  ;  dlach.  March  IS,  1*68. 
Tracy  Allea.  com.  May.  1868;  dlarb.  Jaly,  1*47. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  the  American 
Revolution  the  three  companies  into  which  the  local 
militia  of  Freetown  were  then  divided,  together  with 
a  part  of  a  company  of  cavalry  to  which  some  be- 
longed, composed  a  part  of  the  8econd  Regiment  of 
infantry,  of  which  Thomas  Gilbert,  of  Freetown, 
was  colonel,  James  Winslow,  of  Freetown,  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  Benjamin  Grinnell,  of  Freetown,  adju- 
tant. The  commissioned  officers  of  the  companii* 
were  as  follows: 

JVat  tympany. — George  Cusse, captain ;  Benjamin  Totnpklus  and  George 
Wluelow,  lleuleuanla. 

Second  Oempmny, — Jail  Hathaway,  cepialB ;  Stephen  Borden  aud  Am- 
brose Barnols,  Jr.,  lieu  tenants. 

Tkird  Onmfomy.— Kli.be  Parker,  eapuln;  Abraham  Asblsy  and  Na- 
thaniel Morton,  llaaletuuiU. 
j  Cueeb-y  CbwuMBS.— Ablel  Terry,  Jr.,  eapbsia  ;  Joha  Krana,  cornet 

The  battalion  of  loyalists  that  Col.  Gilbert  claimed 
to  have  raised  to  Aght  for  the  king  and  Parliament, 
and  to  arm  and  equip  which  he  applied  to  Governor 
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Gage,  and  received  a  generous  supply  of  tho  munitions 
of  war,  was  doubtless  that  part  of  these  four  com- 
panion that  could  be  induced  to  take  the  king's  arm* 
and  train  in  his  name,  as  a  considerable  proportion 
doubtless  did,  and  were  thus  for  several  days  engaged 
in  drilling  and  perfecting  themselves  to  fight  against 
the  "Sons  of  Liberty,"  and  by  force  of  arms  to  rivet 
the  chains  of  bondage  upon  their  own  countrymen, 
including  their  nearest  neighbors,  uphold  a  foreign 
monarchical,  despotic,  and  singularly  arbitrary  power. 

The  four  captains  gave  most  unmistakable  evidence 
that  their  sympathies  were  strongly  on  the  side  of  the 
king,  as  did  also  Licuts.  Tompkins  and  Ashley  and 
Cornet  John  Evans.  Hut  Lieuts.  Borden,  Barnolz, 
and  Morton,  if  not  all  "  liberty"  men  at  the  start, 
soon  became  so,  and  gave  their  undivided  efforta  and 
influence  to  tho  cause  of  their  distressed  and  bleeding 
country. 

Ambrose  Cleveland,  of  Freetown,  when  in  arrest  at 
Providence,  It.  I.  (Oct.  81,  1770),  signed  a  written 
confession  and  recantation,  in  which  he  set  forth  that 
"ho  acknowledges  his  wrongs  in  signing  Brigadier 
Rtiggles'  association  under  Col.  Oilbert,  and  training 
under  said  Gilbert  for  two  days,  and  going  to  Boston 
and  working  at  the  king's  works,  and  likewise  of  my 
saying  I  could  pilot  the  fleet  as  far  as  Bower's  (now 
Somerset  village),  all  which  I  am  heartily  sorry  for, 
and  for  the  future  am  determined  to  stand  for  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  my  country." 

In  an  intercepted  letter  of  Col.  Gilbert  to  Gen. 
Buggies,  dated  April  5,  1775,  he  said  concerning  the 
Hritinh  man-of-war  that  came  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Tories,  "  My  *on  took  a  long-boat  and  went  to  the 
man-of-war,  and  brought  back  a  letter  from  Capt. 
Wnllis  to  the  admiral,  which  I  sent  to  your  care.  I 
hear  from  Capt.  Wallis  that  he  fears  to  venture  up 
the  river  with  the  ship,  fearing  there  is  not  sufficient 
depth  of  water.  A  vessel  of  less  force  might  answer 
the  purpose. 

"  Last  Monday  the  rebels  mustered  from  Middle- 
borough  and  Berkley,  Swansea  and  Dighton,  and 
made  up  a  hundred  and  forty  in  arms,  marched  by 
my  hou«c,  where  were  twenty-five  men  with  king's 
arms  well  loaded.  I  went  out  before  my  door  and 
told  them  that  they  were  a  poor  set  of  deluded  rebels. 
So  they  marched  off  without  tearing  down  my  house 
or  killing  me,  as  the  day  before  they  swore  they 
would." 

That  a  large  proportion  of  the  local  militia  in  the 
First  Company,  and  considerable  numbers  of  the  Sec- 
ond and  Third  Companies,  as  also  of  the  cavalry  com- 
pany, took  up  arms  for  the  king  at  tbc  commence- 
ment or  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution  seems 
quite  conclusively  proved  by  an  address  of  the  Free- 
town Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection,  and 
Safety  to  the  Massachusetts  I/egislature  in  session  at 
Boston,  March  22,  1780,  in  which  said  committee,  as 
also  the  selectmen  of  Freetown,  concerning  the  votes 
of  said  town,  declared  that  "  great  numbers,  we  have 


reason  to  believe,  held  a  criminal  correspondence 
with  the  enemy  when  they  occupied  the  island  of 
Rhode  Island. 

"  A  great  number  took  the  king's  arms  by  the  in- 
stigation of  Col.  Gilbert,  and  never  acted  but  against 
us. 

"  Many  have  refused  to  turn  out  at  alarms  when 
the  enemy  invaded  our  town  and  committed  depre- 
dations. 

"  Our  exertions  against  the  enemy  has  been  em- 
barrassed by  the  conduct  of  our  in  habitant*. 

"  If  the  king  of  Great  Britain  should  forbear  hos- 
tilities and  recall  his  troops  from  our  land  we  should 
not  have  presumed  thus  to  trouble  your  Honors  with 
complaint. 

"  We  should  have  rested  under  their  insults,  al- 
though we  have  used  our  utmost  efforts,  and  spent 
our  thousands  for  the  defense  of  our  beloved  country. 

"  What  have  we  to  hope  or  expect  if  Great  Britain 
should  continue  the  war,  and  the  king's  troop*  re- 
possess Rhode  Island?  We  should  be  between  two 
(ires. 

"Our  fears  are  multiplied  in  case  such  dissatisfied 
persons  should  take  the  lead  in  town  affairs." 

A  newspaper  called  the  Eutx  Gntetie,  published  in 
Salem,  April  18, 1776,  the  day  before  the  battles  of 
Lexington  and  Concord  were  fought,  contained  the 
following  communication: 

"  Bourns,  Monday,  April  lTth. 
"  A  letter  from  Taunton  dated  !a»t  Friday,  mention*  taut  on  til*  Moo- 
day  before  partita  of  Minute  Mas,  I  i  c  from  eterj  town  In  that  county, 
wtUi  ami  and  ammunition,  mat  at  Freetown  aarlj  that  morning  la 
order  to  taka  Col.  Gilbert,  but  ha  had  Bad  on  board  lha  man-of-war  at 
Newport. 

"Thar  than  dlrlded  Into  partita  and  took  twenty-nlne  Torle*  who  had 

lha  king',  troopa.  They  alao  took  thirty  8»*  mn*k*l*.  two  oaaa  botllaa 
of  powder,  and  a  haakat  of  ballet*,  all  which  they  brought  to  ! 


Imt  tha  other  eloren  being  ohatlnata  and  Intuiting,  a  party 
were  ordered  In  carry  Uiam  to  Slmtbary  Mine*,  but  they  ware  mil 
humblod  before  thay  had  got  fourteen  mil**  on  their  way  thither,  < 
which  they  were  brought  back  lha  next  day,  and  after  (tgnlag  | 
article*  to  behate  better  for  the  future,  were  eacorted  to  Freetown. 


day." 

But  this  successful  expedition  did  not  rid  the  town 
or  active  Tories,  as  the  following  from  the  public 
records  or  tho  town  serves  to  show : 

"  At  a  legal  town-mealing  held  at  ya  puhllc  meetlng-bouae  hnuae  In 
Freetown  on  ye  3l*t  day  of  May,  IT77,  y*  following  Torlaa  ware  rotad 
for  trial,  alt.:  George  Brlghtman.  William  Wln*lowr  Luther  Wlnalow, 
John  Wlnalow.  Jail  Hathaway,  Solomon  Tarry,  Ablel  Terry,  AUel 
Terry.  Jr.,  William  Hathaway,  Sllaa  Hathaway  (Id).  Sila*  Terry,  1 
eaer  Terry,  Benjamin  Tompkliia,  Italph  Paine,  Job  Paine,  Job  1 
(2d),  George  Chaee,  Ororg*  Chaar,  Jr.,  1 


The  lenity  exercised  towards  the  Tories  by  the 
Whigs,  instead  of  making  the  former  more  tractable, 
only  served  to  encourage  them  to  seize  upon,  as  they 
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did,  every  opportunity  that  presented  itself  to  make 
trouble  for  those  who  had  spared  them  when  in  their 
power,  thua  ever  and  always  returning  evil  for  good, 
and  showing  neither  kindness,  tenderness,  or  mercy 
to  those  from  whom  they  owed  much  of  all,  and  to 
whose  clemency  alone  they  owed  their  power  to  do 
hurt. 

Even  before  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  these 
Tories,  who  had  been  so  signally  defeated  when  and 
wherever  they  submitted  their  cause  to  the  arbitration 
of  the  cartridge-box,  suddenly  changed  their  tactics, 
and  by  a  united  and  well-directed  effort,  being  joined 
as  they  were  by  the  "  baser  sort"  of  all  parties,  com- 
pletely carried  their  points  at  the  ballot-box  in  Free- 
town, allowing,  as  they  did,  persons  in  their  village 
to  vote  that  they  might  thus  swell  the  number  of  their 
boasted  majority ;  and  the  legislative  power  of  the 
State  had  to  be  appealed  to,  and  did  exercise  its  au- 
thority to  bring  order  out  of  such  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion as  resulted  from  that  disorganixing  and  dis- 
graceful act  of  the  Tories,  thoroughly  determined 
either  to  rule  or  ruin.  Nor  did  the  indignities  suffered 
at  the  hands  of  the  Tories  cease  at  what  was  gener- 
ally considered  the  successful  termination  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  for  the  "  Shay's  rebellion"  of  178G 
found  them  again  in  the  field,  and  this  town,  that  in 
1775  in  the  person  of  Col.  Thomas  Oilbert  furnished 
the  most  prominent  and  troublesome  Tory  in  the 
county,  only  eleven  years  later  furnished  the  county 
leader  of  rebels  in  arms  against  the  new  government, 
and  it  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  when  the  "Shay's 
men"  with  arms  appeared  to  stop  the  session  of  the 
County  Court,  being  held  at  Taunton,  a  prominent 
leader  was  dressed  in  a  full  British  uniform,  and  new 
muskets  of  British  manufacture  were  plentifully 
supplied  gratis  to  all  who  would  volunteer  to  use  the 
same  to  aid  the  motley  crowd  of  anarchists  there 
drawn,  up  in  battle  array  under  the  command  of 
David  Valentine,  of  Freetown. 

Shay'i  Rebellion.— As  in  the  war  of  the  American 
Revolution,  so  also  in  the  outbreak  usually  known  as 
"  Shay's  Rebellion,  the  local  militia  remained  divided 
into  three  companies,  that  also  continued  to  constitute 
a  part  of  the  Second  Regiment.  Those  officers  resid- 
ing in  Freetown,  who  were  all  commissioned  July  1, 
1781,  being  as  follows : 


B»nJ»niln  Whw,  captain. 


Haitian  Dmo,  IWutabant. 


JomjiIi  Kaad,  third  captain 


Banjaiuln  Dnffaa,  HeuLnan L 


In  Massachusetts,  the  State  which  had  been  fore- 
most in  the  war  for  independence  against  Great 
Britain,  occurred  the  first  instance  of  armed  and  or- 
ganized rebellion  against  the  situation  and  conduct 
of  public  strain  consequent  upon  the  changed  char- 
acter of  the  government  and  its  administrators.  This 
spirit  of  lawlessness  was  not  entirely  ooufined  to  Mas- 
sachusetts^ in  the  neighboring  State  of  New  Hump- 
shire  a  reckless  and  desperate  body  of  malcontent*  en- 
tered the  legislative  chamber  at  Exeter,  overpowered 
and  made  prisoners  or  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
State;  but  the  citizens  arose,  and  by  energetic  and 
well-directed  efforts  the  dastardly  movement,  with  its 
aiders  and  abettors,  was  crushed. 

Not  so,  however,  in  Massachusetts,  where  the  re- 
bellion secured  to  itself  a  much  longer  lease  of  life. 
The  mob  spirit  grew  more  and  more  rampant,  Bristol, 
Hampshire,  Middlesex,  and  Worcester  Counties  at- 
taining to  the  unenviable  reputation  of  being  the 
chief  centres  of  lawless  violence  throughout  New 
England.  .  Few  towns  in  Bristol  County  could  muster 
an  entire  company  of  its  local  militia  to  sustain  the 
government,  and  in  Freetown  that  in  the  person  of 
David  Valentino  furnished  the  county  leader  of  the 
"Shuy's  men."  The  iiiobocrnts  probably  bore  a  still 
larger  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  the  inhab- 
itants than  the  Tories  had  done  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  of  American  Revolution. 

In  Rehoboth,  then  also  embracing  what  afterward 
became  Seek  on  k  and  Paw  tucket,  the  malcontents 
showed  by  their  votes  a  large  majority  at  the  polls, 
and  took  possession  of  the  town's  stock  of  powder, 
bullets,  and  munitions  of  war. 

Hut  in  Freetown,  the  county  headquarters  of  that  re- 
bellion, the  town's  stock,  by  the  unyielding  constancy 
of  Benjamin  Weaver,  then  captain  of  the  First  Com- 
pany in  the  local  militia,  was  saved  from  capture  by 
the  rebels,  and  used  only  for  lawful  purposes,  and  so 
plentiful  was  the  supply  that  he  obtained  with  which 
to  kill  the  "Shay's  men,"  that  of  what  was  not  then 
expended  his  son,  Maj.  Joseph  Weaver,  filled  the 
cartridge-boxes  of  the  same  company  under  his  com- 
mand at  the  beginning  of  those  difficulties  that 
ripened  into  the  war  of  1812,  and  Freetown's  con- 
tribution to  the  force  sent  to  Virginia  at  the  first  call 
in  April,  1861,  in  the  brigade  commanded  by  Benja- 
min Weaver's  grandson,  Gen.  E.  W.  Peirce,  carried 
in  its  cartridge-boxes  some  of  the  bullets  moulded  in 
Freetown  with  which  to  que'l  the  rebellion  of  178G. 
Benjamin  Weaver's  loyalty,  courage,  and  good  con- 
duct secured  to  him  a  speedy  promotion  to  the  office 
of  lieutenant-colonel. 

Ecclesiastical.— Probably  the  first  or  earliest  rec- 
ord still  preserved  of  an  efTort  on  the  part  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Freetown  to  provide  for  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God  was  that  of  a  legal  meeting  which  appears 
upon  the  thirty-fifth  page  of  the  first  book  of  the  pub- 
lic records  of  said  town,  and  in  the  words  follow- 
ing: 
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"  At  «  lown  mealing  In  freetown,  oft  the  tooth  of  Jan.,  la  thr 
yea,  1«9».  i-f,ik  w»n.ed  by  MM  grlertmen,  to  be  at  tho  bona*  of  John 
■athwey.  In  Trwlown,  In  order  to  onaMr-r  at  a  eoneanlent  plaea  lo  Mt 
•  meeting  h.maa  where  It  may  be  noil  comeiilent  to  Join  with  tome  of 
onr  nrighbnre  In  Union. 

"Ami  In  raae  they  will  Join  with  ne,  »•  hare  eotrd  <h>t  Iho  meeting 
hoaaa  ehall  be  net  on  June*  CndwortVi  Unit,  on  the  aonUiward  aide  of 
Ute  brook  relied  ebnfe  cwartrr,  amt  et  the  footl  meeting  J  nmca  did-  j 
worth  >nrl  Jiwlnh  Wlnelnw  were  rhoarn  to  treat  Union  men,  »nd  to 
bring  thayr  eneor  to  n.  with  all  epeed  whether  I  bay  will  Join  with  m 
©root." 

Thai  town-meeting  was  held  in  a  house,  then  a 
tavern,  that  stood  nn  the  spot  of  the  former  residence 
of  Benjamin  llambly,  late  of  Freetown,  deceased. 
The  neighbors  in  Tsnnton  doubtless  lived  in  that 
section  of  said  town  set  off  in  1735,  incorporated  as  a 
new  town,  nnd  called  Berkley.  The  spot  proposed  on 
which  to  erect  a  meeting-house  is  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  a  little  northerly  of  the  former  residence  of  the 
late  Philip  J.  Tripp.  From  the  fact  that  nothing  more 
appears  to  have  been  done  about  it  leads  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  tho  people  of  Taunton  were  unwilling  to  join 
with  those  of  Freetown  in  the  labor  and  expense  of 
erecting  a  meeting-house  at  the  spot  proposed.  Tradi- 
tion or  records  furnish  nothing  further  until  the  first 
Monday  in  February,  1702,  when,  in  open  town-meet- 
ing, Robert  Durfee  was  chosen  as  the  town's  agent  to 
obtain  a  man  to  dispense  the  gospel  and  instruct  chil- 
dren in  reading  and  writing;  and  further,  that  no 
meeting-house  be  built  at  the  town's  cbnrge  until 
such  man  had  been  procured.  Two  years  later,  Wil- 
liam Way  accepted  these  trusts,  and  was  by  the  town 
engaged  to  serve  them  as  a  gospel  minister  and  school- 
master. Mr.  Way  proposed  to  receive  for  his  minis- 
trations in  the  gospel  whatever  tho  inhabitants  in 
gratuity  or  free  will  chose  to  confer  upon  him.  Two 
years  more  passed,  and  the  town  found  itself  in- 
dicted by  the  grand  jury  on  a  charge  of  not  being 
supplied  with  a  mini«lcr  according  to  law,  and  Lieut 
Job  Winslow,  one  of  the  selectmen,  elected  as  the 
town's  agent  to  answer  in  behalf  of  the  town  at  the 
next  session  of  the  County  Court.  Lieut.  Job  Wins- 
low  was  also  chosen  the  town's  agent  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Samuel  Danforth,  minister  at  Taunton,  in  order 
to  have  William  Way,  of  Freetown,  approbated  as  a 
minister,  qualified  according  to  law. 

Failing  in  all  these  efforts,  the  town  on  the  21st  day 
of  January,  1707,  voted  to  dismiss  William  Way  from 
longer  serving  the  town  as  a  minister  and  school- 
master. Then  from  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
came  a  precept  directing  the  town  to  provide  itself 
with  an  able,  learned  orthodox  minister,  pursuant  to 
which  the  town  on  the  21st  day  of  March,  1707,  by  a 
vote  of  more  than  two-thirds  present  and  voting,  de- 
cided to  be  supplied  by  the  Bishop  of  London  with  a 
minister  according  to  the  Church  of  England,  estab- 
lished by  the  law  of  the  English  nation.  Three  years 
later  the  town  voted  to  build  a  meeting-bouse  thirty- 
six  feet  long,  twenty-six  feet  wide,  and  eighteen  feet 
between  joints,  and  elected  three  Congregational  min- 
isters, viz.,  Samuel  Danforth,  John  Sparhawk,  and 


Richard  Billings,  a  committee  to  determine  where  the 
meeting-house  should  be  set,  which  committee  in 
writing,  bearing  date  March  7,  1710,  recommended 
that  the  proposed  house  should  stand  upon  a  lot  of 
land  that  Samuel  Lynde,  of  Boston,  had  promised  to 
!  give  to  tho  town  on  which  to  erect  a  meeting-house 
and  a  school-house,  and  to  be  used  also  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  burial-ground  and  training-field.  The 
town  the  same  year  voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  thirty 
pounds  with  which  to  build  the  meeting-house,  and 
voted  thanks  lo  the  General  Court  for  twenty-five 
pounds  voted  to  the  town,  and  expressed  the  desire 
that  it  bo  paid  to  Mr.  Joseph  Avery  for  his  services 
as  minister  that  year.  Oct  10, 1710,  John  Hathaway 
and  twenty-three  others  of  Freetown  petitioned  the 
General  Court  to  grant  aid  to  Mr.  Avery  for  his  en- 
couragement to  preach  still  among  them,  and  that 
the  court  would  be  pleased  to  give  as  much  as  it  had 
done  the  lost  year.  March  17,  1711,  the  General 
Court  passed  the  following  resolution : 

Mr.  JowWf«t  Atctj,  mftorttttt  rxtn  til  twenty  pouiMls  p©r  Annum,  for  M-ch 

g.    a        . »    *       a      .«  »     .a  |        »  ■        |  f.  (|»a\  Hnwaaa  lia  awwa   I  ■■) 

N^jii*tn  nt>  jim ii  or  in  mi  prwrwii  m  r  ''*•'»< > ■» n ,  in»u  \nw  uni»  no  wbai  uui 
paid  to  lh«  •Ration  of  the  court  |n  Hay  Mat" 

Mr.  Joseph  Avery,  the  second  person  who  attempted 
to  perform  the  duties  of  a  gospel  minister  at  Free- 
town, was  the  fourth  and  youngest  child  of  Lieut 
William  Avery  and  wife,  Elizabeth  White.  Elizabeth 
was  the  second  wife  of  Lieut.  William  Avery,  who 
hod  hod  four  children  by  a  former  wife;  and  Joseph 
Avery,  bom  in  Dedham,  April  9,  1687,  though  his 
mother's  fourth  child,  was  the  eighth  child  on  his 
father's  side.  Lieut.  William  Avery,  the  parent,  re- 
ceived a  commission  in  the  train-band  at  Dedham, 
from  which  his  titlo  was  derived,  and  bearing  date  of 
Oct  15,  1G78.  Lieut.  Avery  also  held  the  offices  of 
town  clerk  and  selectman  of  Dedham.  Mr.  Joseph 
Avery,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1706.  His  brother,  John  Avory, 
aged  twenty-one  years,  graduated  at  tho  same  time 
and  place,  and  was  settled  in  the  gospel  ministry  in 
the  town  of  Truro,  on  Cape  Cod.  Soon  after  leaving 
collego  Joseph  Avery  was  for  a  time  employed  to 
tench  a  school  in  Rehoboth.  Added  to  the  offices 
civil  and  military  held  by  William  Avery  nnd  already 
enumerated,  he  also  held  the  position  of  deacon  of  the 
church,  which  circumstance  throws  more  light  upon 
the  causes  operating  to  bring  about  the  result  of  his 
having  two  sons  that  became  ministers  or  clergymen 
than  all  other  known  causes  combined,  the  religious 
element  in  the  character  of  the  father  thus  largely 
cropping  out  in  his  sons,  who,  if  not  foreordained  be- 
fore the  world  was  by  the  God  of  the  Bible  to  be  am- 
bassadors for  the  cause  of  Christ,  doubtless  were  by 
the  God  of  nature  before  either  of  these  sons  were 
born. 

Mr.  Joseph  Avery,  Freetown's  second  minister,  in 
or  about  the  year  1720,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Newman,  of  Rehoboth.   8he  was  born 
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Not.  20, 1700,  and  consequently  wu  about  thirteen 
years  younger  than  her  husband.  She  wai  a  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Samuel  Newman,  Jr.,  granddaughter 
of  Samuel  Newman,  Sr.,  and  wife,  Bathsheba  Chick- 
ering,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  New- 
man, one  of  the  first  settlers,  and  the-fintt  minister  of 
Rehoboth.  Mr.  Joseph  Avery  remained  in  Freetown 
but  a  short  time,  as  on  the  28th  day  of  October,  1714, 
he  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Norton,  and  thus  became  the  earliest  settled  minister 
in  that  town  ;  and  when  we  are  informed  that  the 
people  of  Norton  voted  upon  their  own  responsibility 
to  pay  him  a  salary  of  fifty  pounds  |>cr  year,  no  fur- 
ther reasons  need  be  assigned  why  he  left  Freetown 
with  its  proposals  to  pay  him  thirty  pounds  per  year, 
and  beg,  if  they  could,  a  yearly  appropriation  of 
twenty  pounds  more  from  the  Qeueral  Court.  To 
have  remained  in  the  field  of  his  labor  at  Freetown 
may  seem  more  pious,  but  his  change  to  the  vineyard 
of  the  Lord  at  Norton  was  decidedly  more  practical. 

At  a  town-meeting  holden  in  Freetown,  July  5, 
1711, 


I  W .deworth  .tumid  hare  after  the  rat.  ..f  M 
poaiijl  per  year  •»  long  u  be  euall  dlapeneo  Ui»  wunl  of  God  anonget  aa. 

■  Voted  Mr.  Joaeph  blaekmaa  lo  Imt  Sir.  Wadewortb  Id  the  town's 
behalf,  according  to  lUa  above  written  rate." 

Against  this  action  of  the  town  John  Read,  Jr., 
made  a  public  protest,  characterizing  the  vote  as 
"  rash  and  heady,"  in  that  the  town  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  man's  "conversion"  or  "qualification," 
to  what  town  or  government  he  belonged,  that  the 
voting  of  twenty  pounds  was  contrary  to  gospel  rule, 
and  that  the  town  had  already  voted  to  be  supplied 
by  the  Bishop  of  Londou.  And  this  strife  was  finally 
ended  by  a  report  from  Mr.  Blackmail  that  Mr.  Wads- 
worth  had  refused  to  serve  the  town  as  minister. 
Recompense  Wadsworth  was  born  March  19,  1688. 
In  1713  he  was  appointed  master  of  the  North  Free 
Grammar  School,  at  Boston.  He  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  Wadsworth,  a  gunsmith,  who  for  a  time  re- 
sided in  Boston,  and  removed  from  thence  to  New- 
port, R.  I.    Aug.  8,  1712,  the  town  voted 

-  thai  Id  order  for  the  I  uoou,  „  ,.f  the  pre.cl.lug  of  Uw  Wurvl  of 
Clod  in  the  u,wn,  It  le  therefore  agreed  to  rale.  U  pound*  for  tl.e  ueo  for 


»apl.  U,  1T11, "  Tbeo  rated  John  hnthw.y,  agent,  to  eeek  for  and  treat 
with  eorne  meet  pereou,  la  order  lo  dUpenee  the  word  of  God  lu  eald  town, 
and  Id  preach  one  month  In  U»  town,  and  then,  being  liked  and  apprured 
by  the  town,  and  the  peraon  ao  called  alao  agroelag  with  the  town,  lo  be 
their  utlnlater  for  eome  Un>e  aa  ehall  be  hereafter  agreed  on." 

Jan.  13,  1713,  the  town  voted 

"The  adulator  thai  John  balhway,  Uie  town'*  agenl,  bath  brought  | 
lalo  town,  not  being  liked  by  the  Inbaldtauta,  therefore  it  wae  then 
rated  he  not  to  be  the  town'*  minister.*' 

"Voted  Mr.  Jamea  hall  alkali  hare  Uire*  puanda  of  the  IS  pounde 
formerly  granted  by  the  town  for  aonia  aerrlce  done  by  bin,  eald  hall, 
for  eome  of  the  Inhabitant*  of  U.i*  town." 


Mr.  James  Hale  was  probably  the  person  whom 
John  Hathaway  brought  into  town,  and  who  did  not  | 
prove  acceptable  to  a  majority,  but  was  liked  by  a  few.  I 


May  ti,  1)11,  "Voted  10  pouuda  to  be 
the  meeting- Irauee,  and  lo  be  added  lo  I 
granted  by  eald  town." 

Robert  Durfee,  Constant  Church,  Benjamin  Chase, 
Jr.,  Walter  Chase,  and  Jacob  Hathaway  entered 
their  protest  against  this  vote. 

June  2, 1713,  the  town  made  choice  of  "Jonathan 
Dodson  to  be  minister  of  the  gospel  for  this  town 
untill  there  is  a  supply  from  England,  according  to  a 
former  vote  of  the  town." 

June  19,  1714,  the  meeting-house  that  in  1710  it 
was  agreed  to  build  being  completed,  was  by  the 
building  committee  delivered  to  the  selectmen  for 
the  use  of  the  town. 

Sept.  22,  1715,  Josiah  Wioslow,  Thomas  Terry, 
Jonathan  Dodson,  and  Joseph  Read  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  seat  the  meeting-house  at  the  town's 
charge. 

Enough  has  already  been  given  to  show  that  the 
people  of  the  town,  if  not  prosecuting  or  carrying  ou 
a  "  holy  war,"  were  persistently  and  dcterniiuatcly 
engaged  in  religious  controversy.  They  had  a  few 
years  before  voted  that  a  gospel  preached  iu  the  town 
must  be  dispensed  to  the  people's  acceptance,  and 
the  town  clerk,  who  may  have  been  equally  con- 
versant with  the  spirit  of  Christianity  and  the  rules 
of  orthography  in  committing  said  vote  to  the  town 
records,  stated  that  the  dispensation  must  be  to  the 
town's  "«ceptance"  (instead  of  acceptance);  and 
thus  the  sequel  seemed  to  prove,  for  bickerings, 
strife,  contention,  opposition,  envyiugs,  and  taking 
exceptions  to  anything  and  everything  proposed  or 
done,  attempted  or  rccom  mended  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  preached  gospel  in  town,  became  a  general 
rule  instead  of  an  exception. 

In  or  about  the  year  1715,  at  the  request  of  several 
of  the  principal  inhabitants,  accompanied  by  their 
written  promise  of  support,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Craig- 
head entered  u|kui  the  duties  of  a  gospel  minister  iu 
Freetown,  and  he,  being  approbated  by  the  ministers 
of  the  neighboring  towns  as  qualified  fur  the  duties 
of  that  position,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was 
culled  by  a  warrant  from  the  selectmen,  and  held  in  the 
mceling-hoiise  at  Freetown  on  Monday  the  9th  day  of 
September,  1717,  to  see  if  the  town  iu  its  corporate 
capacity  would  vote  to  employ  the  Uov.  Thomas 
Craighead  us  the  town's  minister.  Capt  Josiah  Wins- 
low  was  elected  moderator,  whereupon  John  Read, 
Benjamin  Chace,  Jr.,  George  Wiuslow,  Abraham 
Simmons,  and  John  Cleveland  protested  against 
further  proceedings,  giving  as  their  reasons  for  so 
doing  "  that  the  town  had  already  a  choice  to  be 
supplied  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  as  may  appear  on 
record,  aa  also  the  nou -sufficiency  of  the  warrant." 
But  the  legal  voters  present  decided  to  proceed,  and 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-eight  for  to  three  against,  or  a 
clear  majority  of  twenty-five  votes,  made  choice  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Craighead  to  be  the  town's  miuiater, 
and  yet,  after  all  this,  Mr.  Craighead,  to  collect  his 
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pay  for  service*,  wan  forced  to  sue  the  town,  and  ob- 
taining it  verdict  in  his  fnvor,  the  town  appealed  to 
the  General  Court,  where  the  town  being  again  beaten, 
several  of  the  principal  inhabitants  were  thrust  into 
the  county  jail,  and  there  kept  confined  until  Mr. 
Craighead  was  paid,  a  train  of  proceedings  in  which 
the  wrong  done  was  only  equaled  by  the  ridiculous. 
July  19,  1721,  the  town  voted  the  use  of  the  meeting- 
house to  the  Rev.  James  Macsparron  "to  carry  on 
the  public  worship  of  God  in  at  time  and  times,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intention  of  his  order  by  the  rev- 
erend society  in  his  mission  honorably  intended." 
The  town  at  the  same  time  voted  that  the  selectmen 
be  a  committee  to  solicit  the  Rev.  James  Macsparron 
to  accept  the  meeting- house  for  that  service,  but  that 
such  acceptance  should  "  in  no  wise  hinder  or  bar  any 
other  public  use  or  improvement  of  said  house  as 
formerly." 

These  difficulties  did,  as  they  were  reasonably  cal- 
culated to  do,  prejudice  many  of  the  inhabitants 
against  a  paid  ministry,  and  the  provision  for  such 
payment  when  provided  for  by  a  public  tax,  and 
many,  and  perhaps  the  most,  of  those  inhabitants  best 
able  to  pay  thenceforth  allied  themselves  with  the 
Friends  or  Quakers,  which  religious  body  erected  a 
place  of  public  worship  near  what  is  still  called 
Quaker  Hill,  not  far  distant  from  the  bleachery,  and 
just  across  the  street  from  what  is  known  as  the  South 
school-house.  That  Quaker  meeting-house  was  prob- 
nbly  built  in  or  near  the  year  1725,  and  for  at  least 
half  a  century  the  Friends  or  Quakers  were  numeri- 
cally the  largest  worshiping  congregation  in  town, 
embracing  the  men  of  first  minds,  most  money,  and 
best  manners,  in  fact,  the  wit  and  the  wealth,  if  not 
exclusively,  was  generally  theirs.  Nearly  one  hun- 
dred years  ago  that  Quaker  meeting-house  was  re- 
moved to  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  where,  as  a 
place  of  public  worship,  it  continued  to  be  used  by 
the  Friends  or  Quakers  nearly  seventy  years,  when 
demolished,  and  its  place  supplied  by  a  new  one  that 
is  still  standing. 

Oct,  20,  1721,  the  town  voted  to  relieve  Thomas 
Durfcc  and  George  Winslow,  constables,  of  a  fine 
levied  u|H)ii  them  for  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  col- 
lect a  tsx  assessed  under  the  title  of  "the  minister's 


promise,  (rani,  and  iei»  to  and  with  the  efocsssld  chnrch,  and  y  i  Vm- 
gregatlon  usually  worshipping-  with  then,  that  from  th*  day  of  my 
Solemn  Separation  to  t  ho  Pastoral  one*  In  said  chnrch,  and  fur  tod 
dnrlnf  }•  fnll  trim  and  limn  of  my  Cbntlnasnos  In  that  oSU-a,  In  mid 
chtirrh,  I  will  neither  directly  nor  Indirectly  tak*  edrantage  of  y*  Lawi 
of  thli  Prwrloce  to  gel  a  aalary  eettlsd  on  ma  In  y*  town  of  Freetown, 
but  look  for  and  expect  my  support  by  the  free  will  offering  of  y* 
People. 

"  III  testimony  whereof,  I  hare  tuhsertbed  this  I  mini  men  I,  to  be  en- 
tered In  y»  Records  ..r  y«  church  aboess*,  sod  also  In  r  Records  of  y« 
town,  If  It  be  desired." 

"  Witness  my  hsnd, 
"Silas  BasTr." 

Bassist, 


This  course  of  action  was  like  oil  poured  upon  the 
waters,  allaying  strife,  but  failing  to  secure  either  the 
support  or  good  will  of  a  majority  of  the  tax-paying 
inhabitants,  as  the  following  from  the  record  of  a 
town-meeting  held  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1754, 
most  clearly  serves  to  provo : 


rate.''  For  the  next  quarter  of  a  century  scarcely 
anything  appears  upon  the  public  records  of  Free- 
town concerning  the  support  of  a  gospel  ministry, 
and  it  was  not  until  1747  that  another  minister  was 
settled  in  town,  who,  to  relieve  himself  from  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  troubles  experienced  by  his  predecessors, 
made  a  written  promise  that  was  copied  into  the 
public  record-book  of  the  town,  where  it  still  appears 
in  the  words  following  : 

"This  Instrument,  nude  at  Freetown,  In  CVranly  of  Bristol,  and 
r-roelnre  of  y«  Msssaehasett*  Hay,  In  New  England,  this  thirtieth  day 
of  Notembsr  In  y*  year  of  onr  Lord  Christ  one  thousand  ssvsn  hnn> 
drrd  and  lortysreen.  Witnraeetli  that  I.  8IUe  Brett,  ol  Boston,  In  y* 
County  slier***,  Preacher  of  y«  Gospel,  snd  now  Psator  Meet  of  Congre- 
i  of  Christ,  In  Freetown  stares',  do  hereby  corensnt, 


"Voted  that  those  thst  are  ditposed  to  repair  the  town1*  meeting- 
honse,  so  ss  to  render  It  fit  to  meet  In  for  worship,  that  they  may  has* 
ths  liberty  to  repair  the  said  boose  i 
not  at  Uis  charg*  of  th*  town. 


Rev.  Silas  Brett  was  a  son  of  Seth  Rrctt  and  wife, 
Sarah  Alden,  born  in  or  about  the  year  1716.  He 
preached  to  this  church  and  society  in  Freetown 
about  twenty-eight  years.  The  church  was  always 
small,  as  also  the  congregation,  and  Sabbath  services 
found  in  attendance  but  few  worshipers,  who,  becom- 
ing divided  in  political  sentiment  by  the  troubles 
which  gave  rise  to  the  American  Revolution,  soon 
realized  that  "  a  house  divided  against  itself  cannot 


were  thus  and  then  brought  to  a  close,  and  no  min- 
ister of  this  denomination  was  regularly  settled  in 
town  from  the  close  of  Mr.  Brett's  labors,  in  or  about 
1775,  until  the  engagement  of  Rev.  Joseph  P.  Tyler, 
in  or  near  the  year  1809.  when  a  Congregational 
meeting-house  was  erected  at  Assonet  village,  and  the 
old  inecting-house,  that  had  stood  nearly  a  century  of 
years  just  within  what  is  now  the  most  northerly 
limits  of  Fall  River,  was  demolished.  Three  Calvin- 
istic  Baptist  Churches  for  a  time  existed  and  held 
public  worship  in  Freetown.  One  of  these  erected  a 
large  and  commodious  meeting-house  in  the  southerly 
part  of  Assonet  village,  employing  ss  their  pastor  the 
Rev.  David  Simmons,  whose  services  were  closed  by 
his  death,  he  being  drowned  while  attempting  to  cross 
the  river. 

He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Philip  Hathaway, 
who  proclaimed  the  doctrines  of  and  preached  to  this 
church  until  1807,  when  the  pastor  and  nearly  all  his 
people  having  become  greatly  liberalized  took  a  "  new 
departure"  from  their  former  faith  and  founded  a  new 
church,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  primitive  brethren 
at  Antioch,  took  upon  themselves  the  name  of 
"  Christians."  That  Christian  Church  continued  to 
occupy  the  Calvinistic  Baptist  meeting-house  until 
about  two  years  before  its  demolition,  the  Christian 
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Church  and  Society,  in  1882,  building  a  new  meeting- 
houae  that  those  bodies  Hill  continue  to  occupy.  The 
old  meeting-house  was  taken  down  in  1835.  The 
building  of  that  house  was  probably  commenced  in 
1798,  but  was  not  finished  for  use  until  1796.  It  was 
neither  lathed  nor  plastered  until  taken  possession  of 
by  the  Christians,  so  called.  What  was  known  as  the 
Second  Oalviniatic  Baptist  Church  in  Freetown  was 
gathered  within  that  sectiou  now  Fall  River,  and  is  in 
existence  still,  and  known  aa  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  that  city.  Their  meeting-house  stood  near  the 
pond,  adjacent  to  what  is  now  known  as  the  "  Nar- 
rows." The  Third  Calvinistic  Baptist  Church  in 
Freetown  was  gathered  in  the  easterly  part,  or  what 
is  called  New  Freetown.  Rev.  Abner  Lewis  was  for 
a  time  the  pastor.  Their  meeting-house  stood  a  little 
east  of  the  village,  and  near  what  is  now  known  as 
the  "  County  road."  Four  churches  of  the  Christian 
denomination  have  existed  in  this  town,  three  of 
which  were  gathered  in  East  or  New  Freetown;  and 
each  church  has  a  comfortable  and  commodious  house 
for  public  worship,  and  three  of  the  four  maintain  a 
gospel  ministry.  There  are  now  six  church  edifices 
in  town,  viz.,  the  Trinitarian  Congregational,  at  Asso- 
net  village,  erected  in  1809,  but  considerably  enlarged 
a  few  years  since;  the  Christian  Chapel,  at  Aasonet 
village,  built  in  1832 ;  the  Friends'  meeting-house,  in 
the  extreme  northerly  part  of  the  town,  erected  in  or 
about  1832 ;  the  Second  Christian,  at "  Mason's  Cor- 
ner," so  called,  in  East  Freetown,  erected  about  fifty 
years  ago  .  the  Third  Christian,  at  Hraley  Four  Cor- 
ners, built  about  forty  years  since;  and  the  Fourth 
Christian,  standing  near  the  line  of  Rochester,  built 
about  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  is  the  only  one  of 
the  six  in  which  public  worship  is  not  regularly  main- 
tained. Coercive  measures  for  the  support  of  the 
ministry  in  Freetown  have  long  since  been  abandoned, 
and  the  last  attempt  at  anything  pointing  in  that 
direction  which  appears  upon  the  public  records  was 
that  of  a  town-meeting  held  on  the  2d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1805,  and  as  follows: 

"  Voted,  to  drop  the  Ant  article  la  the  warrant  lu  regard  to  Milling  • 
ml  ulster  by  th*  town." 

-  Votad,  to  dlrlde  th.  town  lu  to  two  district*  or  parl.bee,  and  to  divide 
It  a*  the  old  ww.,  .ii  I  Mow  freetown,  to  bo  called  Kest  and  Weet 
Pariahee." 

"Voted,  to  h»«e  •  Oommlltee  to  oumlno  and  ees  if  th.ro  b)  »uy 
legally  eettled  minister  la  tbo  town,  and  to  report  at  th.  next  eauual 
mooting  " 

"BeaJ.  Wearer,  Eetj ,  Washington  ILlhaway,  Kaq.,  and  Pblllp  llalh- 

*  Keas'a  Pisses, 
••  7ee»  dirt." 

What  report,  if  any,  was  made  by  that  committee 
is  not  now  known,  and  the  vote  then  passed  appears 
to  have  been  not  only  the  first  but  the  last  done,  said, 
or  written  concerning  the  establishment  of  two  re- 
ligious parishes  in  Freetown. 

Educational. — William  Way,  Freetown's  earliest 
minister  of  the  gospel,  was  also  the  earliest  school- 
master, having  been  engaged,  so  saith  the  public 


record,  "to  Educate  and  instruct  Children  in  Read- 
ing and  Righting,"  which  may,  for  aught  we  know, 
have  been  to  teach  the  young  ideas  how  to  shoot  in 
right  or  proper  directions.  Nothing  more  upon  the 
public  record  concerning  schools  appears  until  May 
15,  1718,  when  it  was  voted  to  set  up  a  school  to  learn 
children  to  read  and  "right,"  and  "  made  choyce  of 
Jacob  bathaway,  agent  to  seek  for  a  schoolmaster." 

Oct.  D.  UK.  "  Voted,  to  allow  than  a.  roberte  30  puund.  bf  one 
year'*  **r«lce  to  keep  tbo  school  at  throa  several  placaa ;  lb*  public 
tiieetlng-buiuM ;  Waller  Cheat 'l ;  aleo  at  or  are*  to  John  howlaud'a" 

Feb.  14,  mi.  "  Voted  and  agreed  to  erek  out  f>,c  a  selMelavasler  for 
the  present  year,  luaamuch  a.  the  laat  year',  echoolmaeter,  UoUru,  and 
lb.  town  did  not  agree." 

May  17,  1741-  "  Voted,  to  leave  It  in  the  prndmce  of  tbe  eeleclwrn  to 
•free  vttb  William  Oalge  or  with  Wllllaat  Ceawrll  to  eerr.  Iho  town  a. 
a  school  meet  ar  fur  the  u-na  or  time  of  one  year/' 

July  IS,  ltll.  "  Voted  Uilrty  pound*  to  be  reload  on  lite  Inhabitant* 
to  pay  tbe  towa*e  ecboolmester." 

July  It,  ITS1  "  Voted  Wllllaat  Oaewoll  thirty  pound,  lu  considers- 
ttoo  of  J i  In  .erring  tbe  town  to  keep  school  la  tbe  town  ono  '  We'  year; 
he,  •<  Caswell  to  be  at  all  Dual  of  boarding  ur  dhitiug  himself;  Can- 
well  being  present  did  agroo  to  eurvo. 

■  Voted,  the  ecbuol  to  be  removed  Hi  ran  linn  In  tlx  year ;  lb.  Arat 
rvalues  to  be  had  at  the  neeUag-hoone ;  lb.  oeooud  remote  to  be  at  Iba 
lower  part  of  U»o  town ;  thirdly,  to  be  removed  to  the  upper  pan  M  tbe 
town. 

-  Voted,  th*  echool-houee*  to  be  eat  at  tbe  middle  of  each  half  af  the 
town  from  tbe  meeting-hones  or  oaulre.'* 

In  1725,  William  Oaige  was  employed  to  teach 
school  one  year  for  thirty-two  pounds  and  to  Inuml 
himself.  In  172C,  1727,  and  1728,  William  Caswell 
was  employed  to  teach  school  for  thirty-eight  pounds  a 
year  and  board  himself;  and  also  in  1729  his  wagea 
were  raised  to  forty  pounds.  Caswell  taught  in  1729 
for  forty  pounds,  and  William  Gaige  in  1730. 

July  1U,  1727.  The  town  voted  to  erect  two  school- 
houses,  one  of  which  should  be  eighteen  feet  long  and 
fourteen  feet  wide. 

Nov.  2,  1733.  "  Voted  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  to 
Mr.  Israel  Nichols1  to  keep  school  in  said  town, always 
excepting  Saturday,  every  week." 

1758.  Voted  Mr.  James  Ward  sixty-six  pounds  (o 
keep  school  one  year,  and  sold  two  school-houses  at 
public  auction,  one  for  five  dollars  and  the  other  for 
two  dollars.  Dec.  17,  1744,  James  Meade  was  dis- 
missed from  further  service  as  the  town's  schoolmaster. 
Nov.  13,  1745,  the  town  made  choice  of  Shadrach 
Hathaway  to  keep  school  for  one  year.  Tradition 
shith  Shadrach  Hathaway  was  a  graduate  of  some 
college.  The  inscription  on  his  tombstone  states 
that  he  died  Dec.  3,  1749,  in  the  thirty-third  year  of 
his  age,  and  therefore  must  have  been  born  in  or  near 
the  year  1716.  He  was  buried  on  the  farm  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  Daniel  Macouiber.  The  town  in 
1746  purchased  of  Ephraim  Tisdale  a  new  school- 
house,  together  with  the  land  upon  which  it  stood,  for 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  old  tenor. 

Samuel  Forman,  George  Winslow,  Stephen  Clinee, 
and  Joshua  lioouier  were  the  town's  committee  that 

>  larerl  Hidnila,  schoolmaster  to  173*,  appear,  to  hare  be.il  employed 
In  Freetown  aa  a  mlnl.t.r  lu  173S. 
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contracted  with  Ephraim  Tisdale  for  the  building  of 
that  house  and  purchase  of  the  land.  It  was  agreed 
that  Tisdale  should  also  furnish  convenient  seats  and 
tables,  nnd  that  the  bouse  should  be  V  finished  to  y* 
turning  of  a  key."  That  bouso  stood  upon  the  spot 
now  occupied  by  the  building  recently  owned  by 
Joshua  Shove,  late  of  Freetown,  deceased,  and 
wherein  he  kept  the  post-office  That  school-house 
remained  about  twenty-seven  years,  when,  from  well 
authenticated  tradition,  we  learn  that  it  was  acci- 
dentally destroyed  by  fire.  The  town  also  in  1745 
voted  to  add  twelve  feet  to  the  length  of  what  was 
then  the  middle  school-house,  and  also  to  provide 
said  house  with  a  good  chimney.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  that  vote  was  put  into  effect,  as  on  the  Gth  day 
of  May,  1748,  the  town  "  voted  to  build  a  new  school- 
house  of  twenty-four  feet  in  length  and  twenty  feet 
wide,  upon  the  town  land  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
near  or  upon  the  spot  on  which  the  old  school-house 
stands."  This  town  land,  so  called,  was  that  upon 
which  the  town  erected  a  meeting-house  some  time 
between  the  years  1710  and  1715.  It  lies  just  within 
the  most  northern  limits  of  Fall  River.  Jan.  17, 1760. 
— "  Voted,  that  Joseph  Brightman,  Jr.,  should  take 
care  to  mend  that  school-house  at  y'  south  end  of  sd 
town  upon  y*  town  charge,  and  bring  in  bis  account 
for  allowance  at  our  next  March  meeting."  Jan.  7, 
1755. — "The  town  voted  to  dismiss  the  former  com- 
mittee that  were  chose  to  build  the  middle  school- 
house,  and  then  made  choice  of  Nathan  Simmons  to 
finish  s4  house."  This  vote  of  the  town,  although  not 
complimentary  to  the  committee,  could  not  justly  be 
characterized  as  hasty,  for  nearly  seven  years  had 
passed  since  the  town  voted  to  build  the  house,  and 
the  work  in  charge  of  that  committee  still  remained 
incomplete,  and  the  prospect  probably  was  that,  after 
being  forgiven  for  their  delay  seven  times,  they  would 
need  to  be  for  seventy  and  seven. 


1 15,  I7«.-Agree.t  will,  Capl.  KIl.W  rarker  to  build  ■  i 
hones  In  New  Frtwtown,  IS  fool  long  and  14  feet  »Wf,  In  the  most  eon- 
renlcnt  part  of  r*  (own,  for  21  pound.  (1  .hilling,  lawful  money,  to  be 
|  the  1st  ot  Oct  .neit;  the  aforesaid  house  I,.  I-  lh , gl ed,  ,• 
I  within,  nrnl  ft  brick  chlmim*.** 
I  hats  y,  part  of  MM  school  for  th.  fiitar..- 

That  school-house  was  probably  located  at  or  near 
what  is  now  known  as  Mason's  Corner.  Freetown  at 
that  date  embraced  what  in  1803  became  Fall  River, 
and  from  the  vote  passed  March  15,  1702,  it  may  be 
quite  reasonably  inferred  that  the  inhabitants  of  East 
or  New  Freetown  then  equaled  only  one-eighth  part 
of  the  entire  population  of  the  town. 

-  April  IS,  1TI»  —  Voted,  tbat  th*  i  n  ■  ■,  supply  lb.  town  with  . 
grammar  echoolmaeter  M  (nan  u  n<  -,  j  be. 

-  Marsh  so,  WIS.— The  town  Toted  William  Palmer  tli  lAo.  and  to 
pane*,  for  7  month,  keeping  school;  alao  paid  schoolmaster  Brown  for 
keeping  »••••,  -  I  on.  month  £1  IS..;  •ch-loiaeter  Crock.r,  for  keeping 

■  a 


Most  of  this  labor  in  teaching  school  had  doubt- 
less been  performed  in  1768,  as  in  November,  1769, 
the  town  made  choice  of  "  an  agent  to  answer  a  pre- 


sentment of  the  grand  jury  e*.  s*  town,  because  they 
were  destitute  of  a  schoolmaster,  as  the  law  directs." 

"  Aug  SB,  1770.— Voted,  to  Jama.  Tisdale,  for  keeping  school  tweles 
wank.  Id  New  Freetown,  three  month,  sod  a  half  In  y"  mlddla  of  tha 
old  part  or  lb.  town,  and  alx  month,  at  Aaannat,  lb.  .on  of  24  pound. 
II  .hilling.." 

-Jan.  a,  177*.- Voted,  that  Mr.  Shadrach  Window  ahall  be  th.  town'. 

all 

per  week  for  hi.  board." 


Shadrach  Winslow  was  a  son  of  Lieut. -Col.  James 
Winslow,  of  Freetown,  and  wife,  Charity  Hodges, 
and  born  Dec.  17,  1750.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College,  studied  medicine,  and  settled  for  practice  in 
Foxborough.  The  town, on  thel7thday  of  May,1773, 
voted  to  build  a  school-bouse  at  Assonet  village,  and 
locate  it  upon  the  spot  occupied  by  the  school-house 
erected  in  1746,  that  had  ,  then,  probably,  recently 
been  burned. 


ofr- 


«  Voted,  lo  I 
bouse  la  H  town. 

•'  Voted,  that  OapL  George  Chua  .hall  proTkle  Umber  and  artuff  wilt- 
able  to  build  j*  a*  houae,  and  to  build  II  at  u  low  an  ..pen a.  a.  ha  pne- 
•Ibljr  can. 

"Cbose  Joehne  Howard  Dr.lt  the  town',  schoolmaster,  «|M  roted  to 
from  town-rate." 


That  school-house  remained  in  the  possession  of 
the  town  until  Aug.  7, 1809,  when  disposed  of  at  pub- 
lic auction  for  the  sum  of  forty  dollars.  Joshua 
Howard  Brett,  the  town's  schoolmaster,  was  a  son  of 
the  Rev.  Silas  Rrett,  and  born  June  29, 1751,  united 
in  marriage  with  Annie  Dunbar,  of  Easton,  April  4, 
1782.  He  studied  medicine,  and  for  a  time  practiced 
in  Freetown.  He  was  an  assessor  at  Freetown  two 
years,  and  on  the  18th  of  May,  1782,  elected  as  rep- 
resentative to  the  General  Court. 

Jiiljr  \  1711.  "  Voted,  the  upper  school-house  at  Assonet  be  a  work- 
boom  to  put  Uie  pour  In,  and  dept.  George  Chan  chose  to  be  oeereser." 


The  bills  that  year  paid  for  the  support  of  the  poor 
appear  to  have  amounted  to  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
nnd  sixteen  dollars. 

"March  IS,  1781.  Voted,  tbat  the  poor  of  Freetown  that  are  apoa  the 
town  .houM  he  pal  Into  lbs  echonl-houee  near  Aeaonet  bridge,  except 
the  Widow  Peril-  f am  lie." 

"  Aogo.t,  1784.  Voted,  to  reconsider  that  to4.  alwut  the  echonl-houee 
for  lbs  poor.  Then  eoted  to  put  the  poor  out  to  the  loweel  bidder." 


Dec.  9,  1791.  The  town  of  Freetown  was  divided 
into  seven  school  districts,  when  it  was  decided  that 
the  size  of  each  school-house  built  or  to  be  built, 
together  with  the  number  of  families  in  each  district, 
should  be  as  follows : 


No.  1  „  -   14  by  SO  47 

No.l  _  „  14  by  10  H 

No.  3  _   .   24  by  SO  80 

No.  4   ......  ism-yWH  M 

No.  8   ...  »  by  18  40 

No.6._       B  by  18  40 

No.  7  ™  _    «  by  17  38 

Districts  Nos.  1  and  7  were  in  what  afterwards  be- 
came Fall  River;  District  No.  4  at  Assonet;  District 
No.  6  included  81ab  Bridge,  Qusnapang,  and  the 
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Backside,  leaving  the  family  of  Ashley  at  option  to 
•end  to  which  district  ho  pleases;  District  No.  6  to 
include  all  the  inhabitants  to  ye  eastward  of  Helton's 
cedar  swamp,  and  also  to  include  ye  family  of  Ben- 
jamin Westcoat,  Mr.  Rounseville,  Levi  Rounseville, 
i  Rounseville,  and  Philip  Rounseville. 


"  Abraham  A»)iley,  Joshua  Lawrence,  Kdward  Chase,  are  •  committee 
to  conduct  v!  metier  reapeoUng  building  *  school-bouse  In  ye  district 


i  time  agreed  that  schools  should 


It  was  at  the  sau 
be  kept  as  follows: 


•  In  DUtriet  Ha.  t,  I  month  and  1 

■      ■       "   t,l     »       "  S 


« 
■ 


"  S,  1     »        "  S  ■ 

"  4, 2  mouths. 

-      «       "  »,  1  month  and  S  >«ki 

"      "       ■  %  1    «       ■  i 

•*  »l  „  |  U  (•    g  M 

"  Voted,  »•  ye  M| bberhood  of  Mr.  Wilson's  diall  hare  their  n»oey 
nid  help  Lhemselrce  to  schooling. 

*  Voted,  Neth'l  Morton  (3d)  to  Mo  to  repairing  of  y  KboolhouM  Id 
DM.  No.  S. 

"  Sept.  U,  ITS*.  Voted,  that  Nathaniel  Morton,  Jr.,  Isq'r,  Benjamin 
Dnrfee,  and  Ool.  Benjamin  Wnnr,  be  a  committee  to  examine  Into 
the  stele  of  I  ha  schools  within  the  town  and  make  a  report  at  the  nez  t 
meeting. 

"Voted,  that  Job  Morton,  Ool.  Benjamin  W  oarer,  end  Or.  John  Turner. 
J  r  ,  be  a  committee  to  axamine  tbe quallScationa of,  and  agree  with  auch 
pa  nun*  as  they  tnej  think  proper,  to  sen  ploy  as  leechera  of  tha  public 

-  WtLUaai 


■  "  NoTember,  1S0O.  Toted,  there  be  e  committee  appolutad  reapecllDf 
acboola  and  arranging  aiattara  and  thlnga,  aud  aae  in  whet  dletricla 
schooling  la  daa. 

-  Voted  that  NetVI  Morton,  Keq'r,  Ool.  Beujamln  W  safer,  and  Simeon 


1.1 

1.2  -  3 
S.»       ■  a 

4.3  »  It 
5,  1  monlb,  23 

M     M  >» 
T,  T  mouths,  IS 
S,  14  dara. 
9, 1  mouth,  A  di 
10,  23  daya. 

Wi.t 


'Jos  Pxiacn,  Ja., 
•April  2,  HUM.  Ct 


I"  • 

ob)  that  are  kept  lu  tbia  town 


all  the  town 


»  Aug.  5,  US*.  Vota.lt  or 
1  it  is  to  be  paid  Into 


•  of  the  present  rear,  1806.  each  I 
South  Dlairu  t,  now  No.  1,  !.8  families,  1103.84 


"Buuants  PosTta,  Ja, 

"  Aug.  10,  1802.   The  committee  appointed  to  ex-  1 
amine  and  ascertain  the  amount  of  schooling  due  to 
each  district  up  to  Dec.  31,  1801,  report  as  follows: 


■  Ksew'a  Puacx,  loeeu  CfarA." 
-  Not.  -a,  I  But.  Voted  to  double  the  ecbool  money  In  each  d  Unlet 

'•  Ksaa'a  Pxinca,  Item  CUri." 

to  defray  our  town  ecbool  chargrs ; 
by  lb*  Drat  day  of  November 


■  Voted  to  accept  tha  report  of  the  ecbool  committee  aa  fellows:  For 
arreare  of  acbooliug  aloca  the  laal  adjuelmanl  in  1*01  ap  to  the  cloee  of 


Late  Amuaet  Waal, 

2,30 

44.02 

a       ■  Keat, 

3,32 

■ 

M.IA 

■  No.  9,  now 

4.1A 

M 

27.  »S 

-     -  10,  - 

M 

6,28 

■■ 

4W.43 

"   ■  a.  " 

8,33 

m 

&1J3 

-    -  8,  « 

at 

!.*> 

m 

31.00 

•'-*,- 

a> 

M* 

H 

70AS 

"  BanjauUS  Why  in, 
"Cuani.ee  Sraaaoa, 


•Oct.  1»,  II 


■'  Ksxm'b  Pxibuk,  7V we  Obrt." 

"May  5, 1806.  Voted,  that  the  one  half  only  of  the  monlaa  beratoAore 
appropriated  for  Uie  ilea  and  support  of  public  echoou  (lie  teat  year  be 
derated  to  that  owe  the  preaeat  year. 

"  Wilu*w  Paarr,  lWa  CTsre." 
"  Not.  3, 1  SUA  Voted,  that  Oola.  Beajamin  Wearer,  Nathaniel  Morton, 
Kaq.,  aud  Okpl.  Cbeilce  Strange  be  ami  they  hereby  are  appointed  a 
cummlllaa  to  inquire  Into  the  situation  of  the  obi  aclroubbouae  lot.  In 
order  to  ascertain  by  what  title  seJd  town  bolde  tbe  enure;  whether 
they  here  a  right  to  alienate  Bald  lot ;  If  ao,  fur  aahl  committee  to  Je- 
Urmino  on  what  condition!  tha  amid  lot  and  echool-bouas  can  be  dis- 
posed ofa 

-  Aug.  7.  ISM.  Tha  ocbool-boueo  and  lot  we.  now  axpoaed  to  tela  by 
to  order  of  tbe  town  et  a  former  | 
Clarke,  who,  being  the  hlghe 
of  threw  hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  the  town  to  glee  a 
ou  the  -JUth  day  of  May  ue.t,  Ull  ahkli 
id  bouae  at  their  own  liek,  calculated  aud 

b'  '  '«  William  Paatr,  : 


This  lot  of  land  was  the  same  that  the  towu  pur- 
chased of  Ephraim  Tisdale  in  1740,  and  whereon  he 
buill  that  year  for  the  town  a  school-house  that  tra- 
dition saith  was  destroyed  by  fire  some  twenty-seven 
years  later.  Capt.  George  ChaJo  as  an  agent  of  the 
town  erected  another  school-house  upon  tbe  spot  in 
or  near  the  year  1778,  whicb  school-house,  together 
with  the  lot,  was  disposed  of  by  tbe  town  at  public 
auction  Aug.  7,  1809.  In  1800  the  town  voted  to 
raise  and  appropriate  four  hundred  and  fiay-scven 
dollars  and  ninety -one  cents  for  the  support  of  public 
school,  and  this  was  repeated  in  1810. 

-  April  10,  1814.  Toted,  that  CapC  J.  Strange,  Maj.  Joseph  Wearer. 
Capt.  Benjamin  II.  Lewtun,  Mr.  Kduiund  Peiice.  Capt.  Lynda  Hatha- 
way, Job  Morton,  Kaq.,  Ihracon  Abraham  Aahley,  and  Mr.  Joalah  Be 
Maraurllle  be  a  conuuitle*  to  dlrbbj,euUdl»lda,  end  rerlee  the  eclioot 
distrlcte,  aa,  ou  a  reTlew  of  tha  aaaia,  ahall  be  found  Indlepeuesbla" 
*  Mr.  Hercules  Ouahwau,  Maj.  Joseph  Wearer,  and  I  to  bar  I  Btrubrldge 
lew  for  examining  schoolmasters  and  vtslUug 


Digitized  by  Google 


FREETOWN. 


301 


kMi  In  11  r  oM  p»rt  of  Ui«  Iran.  Jol>  Morton,  B*|.,  William  Kmmm- 


"WiiUAi  r»»TT,  7ra»  CVrf 

5Ir.  Hercules  Cushman  was  a  lawyer  then  recently 
come  to  practice  in  town,  and  representative  for  several 
ycare  to  the  General  Court.  In  1821  he  was  made  col- 
onel of  a  regiment,  and  in  1822  elected  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Council.  Maj.  Joseph  Weaver  was  a  son 
of  Col.  Benjamin  Weaver  and  wife,  Amy  Browncll.  He 
was  commissioned  captain  in  1811,  promoted  to  major 
in  1812,  and  died  in  December,  1814.  Robert  8tro- 
bridge  was  elected  four  times  to  the  Genera)  Court, 
and  he  was  postmaster  at  Assonet  village  from  1817 
until  his  death,  July  28,  1822.  Job  Morton,  Esq., 
was  elected  to  the  General  Court  eleven  years,  and 
William  Rounacville,  Esq.,  elected  to  the  same  posi- 
tion ten  years  in  succession.  A  committee  appointed 
to  regulate  the  school  district*  in  Freetown,  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1820,  reported  as  followa : 

"Dtatrk*  No.  land  1.40 
-       ••  3.2S 
4,24 

«  ft,  M 

8.ST 
7,  as 

"       -  8,  IS 

"       "  »,  10 

"       "  10, 13 

"  "  11,18 
"       "  12, 13 

13,  M 


"  4IUM 

••  40  04 

"  61.28 

"  16.28 

"  25  87 

"  17.01 

"  24.73 

"  4S.M 


"  Dm  AM  IK  Wsavis, 

"Jon  Tnit, 

"8iui  Tnit, 

"KAIL  SahMOK,  Oammittrt. 

"  WlLUAM  PSATT,  7W, 

The  custom  of  electing  a  general  school  committee 
annually  was  commenced  in  Freetown,  April  14, 
1827,  that  committee  for  ten  yearn  being  mnde  to 
consist  of  five  persons,  when  it  was  reduced  to  three 
For  something  more  than  twenty  years 
school  committee  have  been  chosen  to  serve 
three  years,  one  of  the  three  members  being  elected 
each  year. 

Formerly  eacli  school  district  owned  the  school- 
house  used  by  such  district,  but  now  nil  the  school- 
houses  arc  owned  by  the  town. 

There  are  now  seven  school-houses  in  town,  vi*.: 
three  in  Old  or  West  Freetown  and  four  in  New  or 
East  Freetown. 

Water  Privileges  and  Manufactories — The  first 
dam  across  Assonet  River  was  probably  that  upon 
which  Thomas  Winslow's  grist-mill  now  stands,  and 
was  constructed  in  or  about  the  year  1695.  The 
water  at  that  point  appears  to  have  at  first  been  util- 
ized to  carry  a  saw-mill,  to  which  was  subsequently 
added  a  fulling-mill,  grist-mill,  and  machinery  for 
carding  wool.  The  second  was  that  which  still  con- 
tinues to  be  called  the  "  forge  dam,"  although  no 
forge  has  been  in  operation  there  for  more  than  half 
a  century.  This  dam  was  erected  in  or  near  the  year 
1704,  and  was  built  expressly  for  a  forge  where  iron 


ore  dug  in  the  vicinity  was  for  nearly  a  century 
wrought  into  iron  bars.  Succeeding  the  forge  was  a 
grist-mill,  a  manufactory  of  cutlery, and  a  nail-factory, 
all  of  which  have  now  ceased  to  operate,  and  the  valu- 
able privilege  for  several  years  has  been  lying  idle. 

The  third  dam  was  that  at  Assonet  village,  built 
near  the  year  1710,  and  a  grist-mill  located  thereon, 
added  to  which  is  now  operated  a  saw-mill,  box- 
board  and  shingle  mill.  Indian  corn  has  here  been 
ground  probably  every  year  for  nearly  or  quite  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  years,  nnd  boards  and  tim- 
bers sawed  for  more  than  a  century.  The  box-board 
and  shingle  sans  have  recently  been  added.  Still 
higher  up  the  stream  than  the  "  forge  dam,"  and  a 
little  below  what  is  known  as  the  "  Howland  saw- 
mill," tradition  saith  that  Philip  Rounsevill  put  up 
a  dam,  some  traces  of  which  still  remain.  He  prob- 
ably erected  and  for  a  time  operated  a  saw-mill 
thereon. 

The  fifth  dam  was  probably  that  whereon  tho 
bleachery  of  Henry  Winslow  and  Bradford  G.  Por- 
ter now  stands.  The  water  at  that  place  was  for  many 
years  used  to  carry  a  grist-mill  and  a  trip-hammer, 
and  for  a  few  years  a  nail-factory. 

Many  years  since  a  dam  was  built  and  a  saw-mill 
erected  thereon,  the  slabs  sawn  from  the  logs  being 
used  first  to  build  and  afterwards  to  repair  a  bridge 
that  stood  a  little  below  the  dam,  which  circumstances 
caused  the  bridge  to  acquire  the  name  of  the  materials 
of  which  it  was  principally  constructed  and  main- 
tained, and  the  locality  to  receive  the  still  familiar 
name  of  "Slab  Bridge."  No  mill  is  operated  there 
at  the  present  time. 

Next  probably  in  date  of  construction  was  the  dam 
upon  which  the  Howland  saw-mill,  so  called,  stands, 
and  where  probably  the  water-power  has  never  been 
utilized  save  to  saw  timber  and  boards  with  the  old- 
fashioned  "  up  and  down  saw."  Whether  a  little  after 
or  a  little  before  the  Slab  Bridge  dam  this  of  the  How- 
land saw-mill  was  built  it  is  not  now  easy,  if,  in  fact, 
possible,  to  determine.  Tho  dam  near  the  residence 
of  Joseph  R.  Dunham  is  probably  of  a  more  modern 
construction.  Here  has  been  operated  a  saw-mill  and 
a  shingle-mill,  now  used  to  saw  box-boards.  The 
dam  near  Maple-tree  Bridge  was  erected  in  or  about 
1827,  and  for  several  years  the  water-power  used  to 
carry  a  grist-mill,  now  used  for  a  box-board  and 
shingle-mill. 

Upon  tho  falls  of  Quequechan,  or  Fall  River,  Ben- 
jamin Church,  the  renowned  Indian  hunter,  had  mills 
of  some  kind  that  commenced  to  be  operated  in  or 
about  the  year  1702.  Doubtless  one  of  these  was  a 
saw-mill,  and  probably  to  this  was  added  a  grist-mill, 
and  before  that  section,  now  Fall  River,  was  set  off 
from  Freetown  the  water  at  that  point  may  perhaps 
have  been  utilised  for  some  other  purposes,  though 
not  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods.  A  small 
stream,  known  as  "  Mill  Brook,"  that  empties  itself 
into  Assonet  River  through  what  is  usually  known  as 
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"  Payne's  Cove,"  came  into  early  use  aa  a  motive- 
power.  At  a  locality  known  aa  the  "Baker  Place"  a 
dam  was  erected  across  this  Mill  Brook,  and  nulls  of 
aome  kind  operated  thereon  more  than  a  century  and 
a  quarter  ago.  A  saw-mill  built  thereon  nearly  a 
hundred  years  ago  has  been  in  active  operation  aince 
the  memory  of  many  now  living.  Higher  up  the 
stream,  and  within  the  present  limit*  of  Fall  River, 
at  what  is  sometimes  called  the  "  Wardell  Neighbor- 
hood," is  a  dam  on  which  for  many  years  has  been 
operated  a  saw-mill.  Lower  down  upon  this  stream, 
near  the  head  of  Payne's  Cove,  receiving  also  the 
waters  of  another  brook,  was  many  years  since  erected 
a  dam,  on  which  were  operated  a  saw-mill  and  a  grist- 
mill and  afterwards  a  small  foundry  and  nextableach- 
ery,  and  it  ia  that  upon  which  now  stands  the  Crystal 
Spring  Bleachery,  so  called.  Upon  the  brook  just 
named  many  years  ago  was  erected  a  dam,  so  long 
since  that  neither  records  nor  tradition  define  the 
date  of  its  construction.  Here  was  probably  oper- 
ated a  eaw-mill,  and  for  many  years  it  remained  in 
utter  disuse.  In  1829  a  cupola  furnace  was  erected 
tbereon,  afterward  used  for  the  purposes  of  a  bleach- 
ery, and  finally  accidentally  burned,  and  this  dam  has 
recently  been  removed  to  give  place  to  the  erection  of 
a  reservoir  for  the  "  Crystal  Spring  Bleachery." 

Upon  what  was  called  "  Fall  Brook,"  a  stream  in 
the  east  part  of  Freetown  that  discharges  itself  into 
the  Long  Poud,  so  called,  was  erected  in  or  near  the 
year  1784  a  blatt  furnace,  where  iron  ore  was  not  only 
smelted  but  also  manufactured  into  what  then  went 
under  the  general  name  of  hollow-ware.  The  origiual 
projectors  of  this  enterprise  were  Capt.  Levi  Rounse- 
v i  11,  Philip  Rounsevill,  and  Capt.  Abraham  Morton, 
of  East  Freetown ;  Capt.  Job  Peirce  and  Joseph 
Leonard  (2d),  of  Middleborough ;  and  Seth  Keith, 
of  Bridgewater.  Capt  Levi  Rounsevill,  Capt  Job 
Peirce,  and  Seth  Keith  owned  a  quarter  interest  each, 
and  Philip  Rounsevill,  Capt.  Abraham  Morton,  and 
Joseph  Leonard  (2d)  owned  the  other  quarter,  or  one- 
twelfth  part  each.  Fuel  in  East  Freetown  woods  was 
then  abundant  and  readily  and  cheaply  obtained,  and 
much  of  the  iron  ore  was  taken  from  Assawamset 
Pond,  in  Middleborough.  The  small  village  that  as  a 
consequence  thus  grew  up  near  by  came,  as  naturally 
it  would,  to  be  called  the  "  Funuice  Ullage"  or  "  Fur- 
naot  Neighborhood"  which  names  still  serve  to  desig- 
nate the  locality  and  are  in  familiar  use,  although  the 
furnace,  either  as  a  blatt  or  cupola,  has  long  since 
ceased  to  operate.  A  few  years  after  its  erection  this 
furnace  came  to  be  owned  almost  exclusively  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Rounsevill  family,  and  hence  came  to  be 
called  the  "  Rounsevill  Furnace." 

In  1811,  James  Alger,  of  Bridgewater,  Gen.  Crom- 
well Washburn,  of  Taunton,  and  Col.  Salmon  Fobes, 
of  Bridgewater,  purchased  three-fourths  of  this  fur- 
nace, and  in  18H,  James  Alger  bought  the  remaining 
quarter,  Oen.  Washburn  at  the  same  time  disposing 
of  his  share  to  Alger  &.  Fobes.   Nayuin  Alger,  of  I 


Bridgewater,  and  afterwards  of  Freetown,  became 
agent  and  manager,  and  the  firm  of  Alger  &  Fobes 
also,  besides  carrying  on  the  furnace,  ran  two  saw- 
mills and  a  grist-mill,  a  blacksmith-shop,  and  a  coun- 
try store,  and  thus  furnishing  employment  for  some 
fifty  men.  In  1818  this  property  changed  owners, 
being  principally,  if  not,  in  fact,  wholly  purchased  by 
Samuel  Slater,  David  Wilkinson,  and  Charles  Dyer, 
of  Providence,  and  Benjamin  Dyer,  of  Cranston,  R.  I., 
and  these  parties  took  upon  themselves  the  name  of 
"  Providence  Foundry  Company,"  employing  Capt 
Calvin  Thomas,  of  Pembroke,  as  superintendent,  who 
also  became  a  part  owner.  The  old  blast  furnace  was 
then  or  soon  after  demolished,  and  its  place  supplied 
by  a  cupola  furnace,  and  the  smelting  of  iron  ore 
taken  from  the  Assawamset  Pond  and  other  places 
adjacent  abandoned,  the  iron  used  being  purchased 
in  "  pigs,"  brought  from  New  Jersey  to  Assonet  per 
water  carriage,  and  from  thence  transported  by  ox- 
teams  to  East  Freetown.  Succeeding  this  furnace 
business  at  this  water  privilege  was  a  sash-,  door-,  and 
blind-factory  that  has  not  been  in  operation  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  the  motive- power  is  now  utilized  to 
carry  a  saw-mill. 

Higher  up  this  stream  and  near  the  railroad  depot 
is  an  ancient  dam,  whereon  formerly  stood  a  saw-mill, 
but  now  left  unoccupied,  and  at  a  point  still  higher, 
at  a  place  known  aa  Goshem,  are  traces  of  a  mill- 
dam,  wherein  doubtless  once  were  to  be  heard  the 
sounds,  echoes,  and  re-echoes  of  busy  life,  and  the 
cheering  hum  of.  industry,  but  "now  left  silent  tut  the 
grave. 

Proceeding  still  higher  up  the  stream  we  come  first 
to  Jonathan  R.  Gurney's,  and  lost  to  Paul  M. 
Burns'  mill-dams,  at  both  of  which  places  large 
quantities  of  box-boards  are  annually  sawn. 

The  lowest  dam  upon  this  East  Freetown  stream  is 
that  near  the  stone  bridge,  and  whereon  is  a  box- 
board  mill  and  a  grist-mill,  owned  and  operated  by 
Capt.  Marcus  M.  Rounsevill  and  G.  8.  Allen. 

Physicians. —Dr.  Richard  Winslow  was  one  of  the 
earliest,  and  perhaps' the  first,  medical  practitioner 
who  settled  in  Freetown.  He  was  a  son  of  Lieut  Job 
Winslow,  of  Swansea,  and  afterwards  of  Freetown, 
who  resided  in  Freetown  until  his  death,  July  14, 
1720.  Dr.  Richurd  Wiuslow  appears  to  have  left 
Freetown  and  removed  to  Leicester.  His  will  bore 
dale  of  Aug.  7,  1727,  and  was  proved  in  Probate  Court 
April  16,  1728. 

Dr.  John  Turner  resided  in  that  part  of  Freetown 
which  in  February,  1803,  became  Fall  River.  Ilia 
former  residence  was  in  what  is  now  known  as  Bow- 
enville.  He  married  Patience,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Gardiner,  of  Swansea.  Dr.  Turner  and  wife  were 
among  the  originul  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  gathered  at  Freetown  in  1747.  Dr.  Tumor 
was  one  of  the  four  persons  who  made  to  that  church 
the  gift  of  a  farm  for  a  parsonage. 

Dr.  John  Turner,  Jr.,  was  a  son  of  Dr.  John  Turner 
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and  wife  Patience  Gardiner,  and  born  March  22, 
1748.    Ho  resided  in  that  part  now  Fall  River. 

Dr.  Sliadrach  Winslow  was  a  son  of  Lieut. -Col. 
James  Winslow  and  wife  Charity  Hodges,  and  born 
Dec.  17. 1750.  lie  graduated  at  Yale  College.  Prob- 
ably practiced  for  but  a  short  lime  in  Freetown,  and 
located  as  a  physician  in  Fox  borough.  He  taught 
school  at  Freetown  in  1772. 

Dr.  Joshua  Howard  Brett  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Silas 
Brett,  and  born  June  29,  1751.  Taught  school  at 
Freetown  in  1773.  He  was  elected  representative  to 
the  General  Court  May  18, 1782.  Assessor  two  years, 
viz. :  1785  and  1786. 

Dr.  Cormick  lived  in  a  house  that  occupied  the 
site  of  the  farmer  residence  of  Philip  J.  Tripp,  lato 
of  Freetown,  deceased.  Dr.  Cormick  look  to  wife 
Lois  Chase.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Ammi  Chase. 
Dr.  Cormick  did  not  practice  long  in  Freetown. 

Dr.  Jesse  Bullock  was  a  native  of  Rehoboth.  Dr. 
Bullock  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mehitabcl  Win- 
slow,  of  Freetown,  Oct.  1,  1765.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Lieut.-Col.  James  Winslow,  and  born  April  22, 
1739.  She  .lied  July  21,  1827.  Dr.  Bullock  died 
Dec.  31,  1805,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  war  of  American  Revolu- 
tion Dr.  Bullock  was  one  of  the  leading  Tories  at 
Freetown.  He  lived  in  the  house  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Mrs.  James  Wetherill. 

Dr.  William  Carpenter  was  a  native  of  Rehoboth, 
and  a  nephew  of  Dr.  Jesse  Bullock.  He  owned  and 
occupied  the  next  house  northerly  of  the  Dr.  Bullock 
place. 

Dr.  Nicholas  Hatheway  was  horn  Saturday,  Dec 
4, 1773;  practiced  medicine  at  Freetown  nearly  twenty 
years ;  removed  to  the  State  of  Ohio  in  1817.  He 
died  at  Milford,  in  Union  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  24, 
1848.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1800  he  opened 
in  Freetown  a  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  small- 
pox, and  treated  so  successfully  as  not  to  lose  a 
patient. 

Dr.  Scth  P.  Williams  was  a  native  of  Dighton. 
He  commenced  practice  at  Freetown  in  or  about  1817, 
and  continued  it  through  life. 

Dr.  Thomas  Bump  was  a  native  or  Middleborough. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Brown  University,  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  and  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Arad 
Thompson,  of  Middleborough,  and  settled  for  prac- 
tice at  Freetown  in  or  near  1817.  He  was  town  clerk 
of  Freetown,  selectman,  and  a  representative  to  the 
General  Court.  Practiced  medicine  at  Freetown  nearly 
sixty  years  ;  was  rrgarded  as  eminently  skillful  in  his 
profession. 

Dr.  Oliver  Cushing  practicod  for  a  brief  period  in 
this  town. 

Dr.  Bradford  Braley  was  a  native  of  Freetown.  He 
commenced  first  as  a  nurse  of  the  sick  during  the 
prevalence  of  a  fearful  epidemic  that  prevailed  ex- 
tensively in  1816,  called  the  "cold  plague."  He  ere 
long  cam*  to  practice  as  a  physician,  in  which  he 


continued  until  his  death,  Feb.  7,  1873,  when,  being 
on  his  way  to  visit  a  patient,  a  breaking  of  his  car- 
riage caused  him  to  fall,  resulting  in  instant  death. 
He  had  practiced  the  healing  art  about  fifty-six  years. 
He  was  twice  elected  as  a  member  of  the  General 
Court. 

Dr.  Scth  Pratt  came  to  Freetown  from  Mynckville, 
then  in  East  Taunton  (now  Berkley).  He  had  an  office 
in  Assonet  village,  practiced  in  this  town  and  vicinity 
about  three  years,  when  his  health  became  impaired, 
and  he  died  in  1836. 

Dr.  Barnaby  W.  Hathaway  was  a  native  of  Free- 
town. He  was  a  son  of  John  Hathaway  and  wife 
Betsey  Winslow,  and  born  Nov.  11, 1812.  He  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  Seth  Pratt,  and  commenced  prac- 
tice in  Freetown,  and  a  few  years  later  removed  to 
Fall  River,  and  from  thence  to  California,  where  he 
died. 

Dr.  Thomas  C.  Nichols  was  a  native  of  Freetown. 
He  was  a  son  of  John  Nichols  and  wife  Margarot 
Winslow,  and  born  Nov.  9, 1819.  He  practiced  medi- 
cine at  Freetown  several  years,  and  relinquishing  that 
went  into  the  manufacture  of  sporting  goods.  Was 
town  clerk  of  Freetown  ten  years,  and  twice  elected 
as  a  representative  to  the  General  Court.    He  died. 

Dr.  Henry  H.  Sproat  is  a  native  of  Middleborough, 
son  of  Capt.  Earl  Sproat. 

Town  Clerks  of  Freetown.— For  several  years 
after  Freetown  was  incorporated  no  public  records 
appear  to  have  been  kept,  or,  if  kept,  have  failed  to 
be  preserved ;  and  in  what  were  kept  it  is  difficult,  if 
not  indeed  impossible,  to  determine  how  long  some  of 
the  earliest  clerks  served. 

Umrt.  Samnel  Gardiner,  188* ;  U«l  Job  Winalow;  Joshua  Tied  ale, 
March  30,  KM,  four  yeara;  Thomas  King,  March  »,  17UO,  on*  )w; 
John  Reed,  Jr.,  March  31,  ITOI,  *fleen  years;  Linn.  Itobtrl  Durfee, 
March  W,  171(1.  one  year;  Johaj  Read,  March  25,  1717.  two  years; 
Jonathan  Dodann,  March  S6,  1T19,  on«  year ;  John  Rent,  March  2S, 
1T20,  eighteen  >»»ra  ;  Meat.  Joseph  Read,  March,  lT3S,*a*en  years; 
(apt.  AnitiroM  Barnaliy,  March  4, 1746,  all  yuan ;  MaJ.  Aufel  Terry, 
May  SO,  1761,  twrleo  years;  Opt,  Ambrose  Bernaby,  March  SI, 
1763,  four  j«n:  Zohadaa  Tarry,  March  16,  1707,  sight  jeers; 
Samuel  narnahy,  March  6,  1776,  At*  yean;  Lieut.  Philip  tlaUiaway, 
Jr,  July  10,  1760,  eight  yean ;  Ephralm  Winalow,  April  T,  ITeg, 
•seen  yeara;  Lleat.  William  Knnla,  March  XI,  1796,  flea  yaara;  Don- 
Jsmln  Porter,  Jr.,  Apill  7,  ISO ',  on* year;  Hienner  t*etrcr,  April  », 
1BU1,  on*  year;  Oi*.  Job  fierce,  Jr,  April  6,  1SUS,  on*  yew;  Kben- 
eacr  Palrc,  April  4,  ISCO,  thro*  yaara  ;  Lleat.  William  Pratt,  April 
T,  l**,  elghtean  yeara;  Dr.  Thoma*  Bump,  April  6, 1*84,  two  year* ; 
Jame*  Taylor.  April  3,  18*4,  on*  year;  John  T.  Lawtoo,  April  S. 
IK27,  two  yeara;  Ephralia  Al.ood.  April  6, 18S9,  tbrea  yaara;  Dr. 
Thomaa  Bump,  March  6,  IMS,  thro*  yaara;  Col  Kphralm  Winalow, 
March  ?,  18:16,  two  yaara;  Aldan  Hathaway, Jr, March  s,  1637,  threw 
yeara;  Darls  J.  Barrows,  March  S,  1640,  two  yanrt;  Joseph  B. 
Wearer,  Esq,  March  T,  IMS,  aoeea  years;  Dr.  Thomas  O.  Hicham, 
Nor.  7, 1646,  Ian  year*;  8.  T.  RltliBKind,  March  14, 1  aw,  foer  yeara; 
0*oi ge  W.  Hall,  March,  1663,  one  year;  D.  C.  11.  Hathaway,  March, 
1*64,  two  years;  Humphrey  A.  Francis,  March,  1676,  four  yaara; 
Palo  Alto  Pelrce,  Esq  ,  March  SI.  167S. 

TOWN  TREASURERS. 
Lieut.  Samuel  Gardiner,  May  IS,  1600;  Lieut  Juelah  Winslow,  March 
t*,  1704;  Llsat.  Thomas  Terry,  March  17, 1713,  seren  years;  Wil- 
liam Winslow.  March  S»,  ITS0,  sight  years ;  George  Winslow,  March 
4, 17*6,  twsaly-ons  yean;  Philip  Halliaway,  March  20,  1740,  three 
yaara;  Ororgs  Chas*.  Octobtr,  176S,  lwo  yaara;  Jabs  Winalow, 
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March  18,  1764,  one  Jtaar;  Uent.  J*n»«e  Wlnelow,  Hoe.  10,  1786; 
Mather.  Slmmone,  March  It,  17SS,  in  yean;  William  Wlnelow, 
March  tl,  17*8,  foor  jraara;  Lieut.  Jonathan  Bawl,  March  2,  lTTi, 
eight  yean;  George  Wlnelow,  July  10. 1780,  one  year ;  Llent. 


.Bel 


y,  Jr.,  March,  1786,  one  year; 
y,  March  20,  1786.  two  yean ;  OA  Benjamin  Wearer, 
April  T,  1788,  two  yaan;  Darin*  Chaaa,  April  I,  17*3,  oat  yaar; 
William  Inala,  April  7,  1800,  on*  year  ;  Col.  Benjamin 
ir,  April  e.  1101,  alitilaaa  yaara ;  Bubart  Porter,  April  6,  1818, 
• ;  Lieut.  Philip  P.  Hathaway.  April  7, 1813,  mm  yaar ;  George 
,  April  6, 1824,  two  yaara)  J/Oaepb  Uurfee,  Jr.,  April  3,  me, 
four  yaar* ;  Klnathan  P.  Hathaway,  April  a,  IBM,  oua  yaar ;  Joaeph 
B.  Weaver,  April  1, 1831,  Ibraa  yaar*  i  Oallford  II.  Hathaway.  March 
S,  IBM,  four  yaar*;  Oapt.  Syleaaue  Payne,  March  6,  IBM,  kmr 
year*  j  B*o>mln  Bart,  Jr.,  Sept.  84,  1842,  two  yean  i  William  Pratt 
(2d),  March  6,  1(44,  one  yaar ,  MaJ.  Kbenewr  W.  Peirce,  March  3, 
1844,  one  yaar;  Ofdean  P.  Halbaway,  March  9,  184s,  one  yrnr; 
Oullford  Hathaway,  Marab  16.1847,  fourteen  yaan;  John  D.  Wll- 
eon,  March  10.  1881,  on*  yaar;  Jeeiaa  Burr,  March.  1802,  thra* 
yeare ,  Guilford  llalhaerajf, March  20, 1»«, thra* yean;  Dr.Ttkomaa 
0.  NtchoU,  March  SO,  IttK,  two  yaan;  Uullford  Hathaway,  March, 
1870,  ire  yaan;  Oaorj*  W.  Hall,  March,  1*74,  two  yean;  Lewi*  P. 
Phillip*.  March,  1877,  two  yean;  Nathan  W.  Davie,  Meich  31, 1878. 
one  year;  John  W.  Plckeo*,  April  6.  1880,  two  yaan;  Frank  A. 


Poitma«ter«.— There  are  two  post-offices  in  Free- 
town, one  at  Asaonet  village,  in  the  old  or  west  part 
of  the  town,  and  the  other  in  the  "  Furnace  village," 
so  called,  in  East  Freetown. 

The  names  of  postmasters  of  the  office  at  Assonet 
and  terms  of  service  are  as  follows : 

Stephen  B.  Plckeoe,  1811-17 ;  Bobert  Btrobridfe,  1817-22  j  George  Pick- 
cue,  1822-41 ;  Guilford  U.  Hathaway,  1841-48;  Joahua  Share,  1846- 
72;  Denial  L.  Jobaaoo,  1872-82;  Bbert  K.  Wlaalow,  1882. 

Ban  rairrowH.— Araoe  Braley,  1211-18;  Abraham  Braley,  1818-22; 
Rrnel  Waahburu,  18S2. 

The  office  at  East  Freetown  was  discontinued  in  or 
about  1822,  and  re-established  in  1852.  Postmasters 
Robert  Strobridge  and  Amos  Braley  died  while  hold- 
ing the  office. 

Freetown  gentlemen  who  have  been  members  of  the 
Governor's  Council,  with  dates  of  election  and  terms 
of  service: 


Thome*  Durtee,  elected  17 

elected  182S,  *err*d  one  yaar; 
oua  yaar. 

Mtneuui  or 


elected  1827,  aereed 


to  orders,  reported  for  duty  on  board  United  States 
gunboat  "Kennebec,"  and  joined  the  West  Gulf 
Squadron,  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut  commanding. 
In  1803  was  promoted  to  acting  ensigu.  While  in 
Farragut'*  squadron  took  part  in  the  following  en- 
gagements: Fort  Jackson  and  St,  Philip,  Baton 
Rouge,  Vicksburg,  Port  Hudson,  and  Mobile.  At 
the  latter  place  was  wounded  by  a  shell  from  the 
rebel  ram  "Tennessee,"  and  invalided  home.  In 
four  months  reported  for  duty,  and  was  ordered  to  the 
United  SUtes  steamer  "Bat,"  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Admiral  David  D.  Porter  commanding,  and  took  part 
in  the  fight  of  Wilmington,  Cape  Fear  River ;  also 
acted  as  convoy  to  President  Lincoln  during  his  trip 
from  Washington  to  Richmond  and  back.  When  the 
"  Bat"  was  placed  out  of  commission  was  ordered  to 
the  United  States  gunboat  "Seneca"  until  she  was 
placed  out  of  commission,  when  he  was  ordered  home 
ou  "leave."  He  was  also  attached  to  the  United 
States  ship  "  Constitution,"  to  assist  in  removing  the 
naval  academy  to  Annapolis,  Md.  After  the  war 
closed  he  made  a  two  years'  cruise  with  the  West 
India  Squadron,  Admiral  James  8.  Palmer  command- 
ing, and  on  his  return  home  was  honorably  discharged 
with  the  thanks  of  the  department,  which  discharge 
bears  date  of  May  13,  1867. 


In  1812. 

CuerasmoK.— Seinuel  Bnrnaby,  1778; 
ordeo,  Decocnbar,  178* ;  Nathaniel  Mor- 
18.  1820;  Klnathan  P.  Hathaway,  March. 


The  first  convention  was  called  to  form  a  State  con- 
stitution, the  second  to  ratify  the  Federal  constitution, 
the  third  and  fourth  for  revising  the  State  constitu- 
tion. 

H.  Elbbidoe  Tinkham  in  1861  tendered  his  ser- 
vices to  the  government,  and  was  appointed  acting 
masters  mate  Dec.  12, 1861,  and  was  ordered  to  re- 
port daily  on  board  United  States  ship  "  Ohio"  for 
in  gunnery.   Feb.  8, 1862,  in  obedience 
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GUILFORD  II.  HATHAWAY. 
Guilford  H.  Hathaway  is  a  lineal  descendant  on  the 
paternal  side  from  John  Hathaway,  the  descent  being 
as  follows:  John',  John',  Jacob',  Philip*,  Philip'.  Ed- 
mund* Guilford  H.'  On  the  maternal  side  he  is  de- 
scended from  the  same  original  John  Hathaway, 
through  John',  Jacob',  Meltiah4,  Rev.  Philip',  Betsey', 
Guilford  H.' 

Edmund  Hathaway,  father  of  our  subject,  was  bora 
in  Freetown,  Mass.,  Sept.  29,  1771,  and  married  Bet- 
sey, daughter  of  Rev.  Philip  and  Abiah  (Ashley) 
Hathaway.  She  was  born  Oct.  12, 1780,  and  died  Oct, 
11,  1873,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
They  had  twelve  children,— six  sons  and  aix  daughters, 
—of  whom  Guilford  H.  was  the  filth  child.  All  of 
this  large  family  lived  to  attain  their  majority,  and 
six  of  them  are  living  at  this  writing  (1883),  the 
youngest  of  whom  is  fifty-eight  years  old. 

Edmund  Hathaway  was  in  his  day  the  most  promi- 
nent business  man  of  his  town.  He  was  largely  en- 
gaged in  ship-building;  was  a  merchant  and  ship- 
master, and  carried  ou  trade  with  the  West  Indies. 
In  his  varied  business  enterprises  he  was  quite  suc- 
cessful, and  exerted  a  large  influence  not  only  in  the 
town  where  he  resided  but  beyond  its  limits.  He 
was  one  of  the  origiual  subscribers  to  the  stock  of  the 
Fall  River  Bank,  and  one  of  its  largest  stockholders 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Oct.  5, 1832. 
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< inilfortl  II.  Hnthawny  was  liorn  in  Freetown,  May 
3, 1808.  He  wax  reared  amid  the  diversified  business 
i>l>crntions  carried  on  by  his  father,  and  grew  up  with 
some  prnctical  knowledge  of  these  various  things. 

He  attended  the  common  school,  and  at  sixteen 
went  to  Capt.  Alden  Partridge's  Military  School 
at  Norwich,  Vt.,  and  left  when  that  school  was 
transferred  to  Middletown,  Conn.  He  had  among 
others  for  classmates  Governor  Thomas  H.  8eymour, 
of  Connecticut,  Lieutenant-Governor  Cushman,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Gideon  Welles,  of  Connecticut, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  under  President  Lincoln. 
When  he  was  eighteen  ho  began  teaching,  and  taught 
six  consecutive  winters,  chiclly  in  Fall  Hiver  and  in 
his  own  town.  During  this  time  ho  spent  his  sum- 
mers with  his  father  in  Freetown. 

About  18:t0  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Freetown,  and  followed  the  business  some  two  years, 
when  he  retired.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
same  business  as  his  father,— i.e.,  building  vessels,— in 
company  with  others.  He  has  owned  an  interest  in  a 
large  number  of  vessels  and  coaster*  engaged  in  the 
whaling  trade  and  in  freighting.  In  1836  he  became 
a  director  in  the  Fall  River  (now  National)  Bank, 
which  position  he  still  retains,  being  the  oldest  living 
director.  He  was  elected  president  of  the  Fall  River 
National  Hank  in  1876,  and  still  holds  the  office.  He 
is  the  oldest  living  member  of  the  Fall  River  Savings- 
Hank,  Board  of  Investment,  and  has  been  a  member 
since  1847. 

Mr.  Hathaway  followed  in  early  life  the  political 
faith  of  his  father,  being  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat, 
and  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Jack- 
son, whom  he  much  admired.  Soon  after,  however, 
he  united  with  the  Whigs,  and  so  became  a  Republi- 
can in  1856.  He  was  collector  of  taxes  for  Freetown 
four  years  and  selectman  of  the  town  five  years.  In 
Fall  River  he  was  an  assessor  thirteen  years  and  was  ] 
chairman  of  tho  board  during  that  period.  He  was  j 
a  member  of  the  General  Court  in  1837,  and  county 
commissioner  of  Bristol  County  from  1868  to  1877. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  Fall 
River  in  1864  and  1865,  and  of  tho  board  of  aldermen 
in  1866  and  1867. 

He  married  Betsey  Wilson,  daughter  of  Edward 
nnd  Hannah  Wilson,  Nov.  I,  1832.  She  was  born 
Oct.  14,  1814,  nnd  died  in  Fall  River,  April  9,  1865. 
Their  children  are  (1)  Othalia  W.,  (2)  Abiah,  (3) 
Edmund,  (4)  Edward  W.,  (5)  Edmund  2d,  (6)  Emma 
Florence,  (7)  Charles  G.,  all  deceased  save  Edmund 
2d  nnd  Emma  Florence. 

Mr.  nnd  Mrs.  Hathaway  were  members  of  tho 
Unitarian  Society  of  Fall  River. 

Mr.  Hatlmwny  was  in  former  days  a  strong  anti- 
slavery  man.  He  is  opposed  to  all  forms  of  slavery, 
an  earnest  advocate  of  temperance  and  other  reforms, 
and  a  l>elicver  in  universal  education.  While  he 
ia  cautious  and  economical,  he  is  also  liberal  towards 
all  worthy  objects  and  a  friend  to  the  poor. 
20 


CAPT.  WASHINGTON  HBAD. 
Capt.  Washington  Read  was  bora  in  Freetown, 
Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  July  2,  1813.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Rosamond  (Hathaway)  Read,  and  grand- 
son of  William  Read,  who  was  a  farmer,  and  resided 
in  that  part  of  Freetown  which  is  now  Fall  River. 
Johu  Read,  father  of  Capt.  Washington,  was  a  sea 
captain,  and  most  of  his  life  was  spent  as  master  of 
vessels  in  the  merchant  service.  For  an  extended 
ancestral  history  or  the  Read  family  both  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe,  see  biography  of  Henry  C. 
Rend  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Capt.  Washington  Read  was  one  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  and  his  father,  not  being  in  affluent 
circumstances,  was  unable  to  give  to  all  of  his  chil- 
dren a  liberal  education.  Among  the  number  who 
received  but  limited  advantages  in  that  direction  was 
Washington.  His  life  has  chiefly  been  spent  on  the 
waters.  At  the  early  age  of  nine  years  he  went  as 
cabin-boy  on  board  his  father's  vessel.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  commanded  a  sloop  called  "  Friendship," 
which  plied  between  Fall  River,  Newport,  and  Provi- 
dence. But  it  was  at  the  age  of  fifteen  that  his  life 
as  a  sailor  began  in  earnest.  He  commenced  at  the 
lowest  round  of  the  ladder,  shipping  as  a  sailor  before 
the  most  with  Cnpt.  Nathaniel  Briggs,  on  the  "Ann 
Marin,"  plying  between  Savannah,  Ga.,  nnd  Darien. 
He  continued  on  this  vessel  two  years,  then  shipped 
from  Providence,  R.  I.,  with  Capt.  Thomas  Andrews 
on  the  brig  "  Abeona,"  in  the  West  India  trade.  After 
two  years  on  this  vessel  he  shipped  with  the  same 
captain  as  second  mate  on  brig  "  Agenoria,"  engaged 
in  the  European  trade.  He  soon  became  first  mate, 
and  Bt  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  made  master  of 
the  brig  "Laura."  It  would  be  idle  to  attempt  to 
follow  minutely  his  adventurous  and  constantly- 
changing  career,  but  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  a 
few  of  the  vessels  he  has  at  difTereut  times  com- 
manded. After  the  "Laura"  he  commanded  the 
"  New  England,"  in  the  New  York  and  West  India 
trade.  Sept.  20,  1826,  he  took  command  of  the 
"Friendship;"  Nov.  27,  1827,  the  "  Victory;"  June 
10,  1835,  the  schooner  "  Florida ;"  Sept.  2,  1835,  the 
brig  "  Laurel ;"  March  27,  1836,  he  took  charge  of 
the  "New  England ;"  July  20, 1838,  the  "  Agenoria." 
In  1840  he  commanded  the  "Nicholas  Brown,"  and 
afterwards  the  bark  "  William  and  James"  in  the 
European  trade.  He  then  for  three  years  com- 
manded the  "John  P.  Harward."  He  then  had  a 
ship  built  at  Swansea  named  for  his  wife  the  "Caro- 
line Read."  In  this  vessel,  in  1850,  he  circumnavi- 
gated the  globe.  Starling  from  New  York  he  doubled 
Cape  Horn  to  San  Francisco ;  thence  to  Singapore, 
E.  I. ;  thence  to,  Calcutta;  then  around  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  London ;  from  there  home  to  New  York. 
The  trip  occupied  seventeen  months. 

His  next  vessel  was  the  ship  "  Pride  of  the  Ocean ;" 
in  her  he  made  one  voyage  to  London,  and  sold  her 
there  to  a  London  house  for  use  in  tho  Crimean  war. 
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Returning  to  New  York  he  built  the  "  Belle  of  the 
Ocean,"  and  for  a  while  employed  her  as  a  packet 
chiefly  between  Philadelphia  and  Liverpool.  During 
the  war  of  the  American  rebellion  he  sold  her  to  an 
English  house.  He  then  went  to  Hull,  England,  and 
took  charge  of  the  ship  "  Argosa ;"  sailed  in  her  to 
Callao,  Peru,  thence  back  to  Hamburg,  thence  to 
Newport,  England,  and  thence  to  New  York.  After 
a  brief  intermission  he  went  to  Falmouth,  England, 
and  again  took  charge  of  the  '*  Argosa ;"  took  her  to 
Nazarre,  France,  where  he  superintended  the  repair- 
ing of  her,  then  sent  her  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and 
returned  to  New  York.  This  was  Capt.  Read's  lost 
voyage,  and  was  in  1874. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  all  his  extensive  and 
varied  experience  as  commander,  ho  never  lost  a  vcs-  [ 
set,  and  always  returned  in  the  same  ship  he  went  J 
out  unless  she  was  sold.  He  has  never  grounded  or 
put  ashore,  although  he  has  frequently  lost  both  spars 
and  sails.  He  has  rescued  many  survivors  from  nu- 
merous wrecks,  and  has  frequently  periled  his  life  to 
save  that  of  others.  On  one  occasion,  after  ho  had 
rescued,  during  a  terrific  gale,  fifty-two  of  the  crow 
of  the  wrecked  ship  "Sea  Nymph"  in  mid-ocean,  and 
in  doing  so  had  encountered  great  peril,  he  was  called 
before  the  lord  mayor  of  London  to  receive  remuner- 
ation for  his  brave  deed,  as  the  rescued  crew  were 
British  subjects.  He  received  high  commendation  from 
the  lord  mayor  on  this  occasion,  and  he  would  have 
received  a  medal  or  badge  of  honor,  only  that  he  was  in 
command  of  an  American  vessel.  He  has  crossed  the 
Atlantic  more  than  seventy-five  times,  and  Mrs.  Read 
has  accompanied  him  thirty-eight  times.  He  has 
always  given  such  satisfaction  to  owners  and  employ- 
ers that  he  never  was  recalled  from  the  command  of 
a  vessel,  and  has  frequently  been  solicited  to  take  a 
place  in  marine  insurance  offices.  He  has  sailed  in 
nearly  or  quite  all  the  navigable  waters  of  the  globe, 
and  has  visited  all  civilized  nations,  and  most  of  the 
principal  ports  of  the  world. 

He  has  owned  the  great  majority  of  the  vessels  he 
has  sailed,  and  established  such  confidence  with  the 
capitalists  and  prominent  business  men  in  the  differ- 
ent  parts  of  the  world  that  his  word  was  good  for  any 
amount  of  money  he  might  need  or  call  for,  and  he 
has  in  his  possession  to-day  letters  from  Baring 
Brothers,  the  celebrated  bankers  of  London,  author- 
izing him  to  draw  on  them  for  any  amount.  Upon 
retiring  from  the  life  of  mariner,  Capt.  Read  returned 
homo  to  his  native  village  of  Assonet,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  was  elected  to  represent  the  sixth  district  of 
Bristol  County  in  the  Slate  Legislature.  He  has 
always  been  Republican  in  politics. 

Sept.  18,  1837,  he  married  Caroline  ChaBO,  daugh-  : 
ter  of  Capt  Allen  and  Sarah  Chase.   She  was  born 
Sept.  14, 1810.   They  have  one  son,  Allen  Washing- 
ton, born  May  28, 1839.  Mrs.  Read  is  descended  from 
one  William  Chase,  who  emigrated  from  England  in  | 
16S0,  and  settled  in  Yarmouth  in  1G37.   The  line  of  I 


descent  is  as  follows:  William  (1),  Benjamin  (2), 
Walter  (3),  George  (4),  Gilbert  (0),  and  Allen  (G). 

Capt.  Read  has  a  beautiful  home  in  the  picturesque 
little  village  of  Assonet,  and  after  roaming  the  wide 
world  over,  has  followed  the  example  of  thousands  of 
other  of  New  England's  sons,  returned  to  the  home 
of  his  childhood  to  spend  the  autumu  of  his  days. 


DR.  THOMAS  O.  NIC1IOI.S. 
Dr.  Thomas  G.  Nichols,  of  Freetown,  was  the 
youngest  son  of  Capt.  John  Nichols,  of  that  town, 
born  Nov.  9, 1819.'  Nurtured  in  a  Christian  home,  he 
early  manifested  a  desire  for  a  liberal  education,  and 
was  fitted  for  college  under  the  tutelage  of  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Crane,  A.M.,  a  teacher  in  Assonet  village,  and 
entered  Union  College  in  1839,  and  graduated  in  1843 
in  the  class  with  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Rice.  His 
scholarship  was  such  as  gave  him  high  standing  in 
his  class.  He  studied  medicine,  graduating  at  New 
York  Medical  College  and  Jefferson  Medical  Uni- 
versity, 1846  and  1847.  Returning  to  his  native  town, 
he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  medicine,  iu  which  he 
continued  for  twelve  years,  and  then  relinquished  it 
on  account  of  the  exposure  incident  to  the  wide  cir- 
cuit which  it  embraced.  It  was  with  much  reluctance 
that  ho  abandoned  the  profession  for  which  he  was  so 
eminently  fitted,  to  embark  in  other  business.  In 
1862  he  became  a  partner  and  financial  manager  in 
the  firm  of  N.  R.  Davis  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  fire- 
arms, continuing  this  connection  till  his  death,  which 
occurred  Feb.  16,  1883.  In  his  business  relations  he 
was  widely  known  as  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  just 
and  liberal  in  all  his  dealings,  careful  and  discrimi- 
nating in  judgment,  courteous  and  considerate  of  the 
opinions  and  interest  of  his  associates.  Twenty  years 
devoted  to  this  department  of  manufacturing,  cover- 
ing the  dark  and  trying  season  of  the  great  civil 
war,  taxed  his  physical  powers  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  impair  his  health,  which  never  wits  robust.  In 
addition  to  his  manufacturing  he  was  active  in  the 
cause  of  agriculture,  and  was  a  prominent  member 
for  years  of  the  Central  Bristol  Society.  He  enrly 
took  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  was  for 
many  years  prominent  on  the  school  board,  and,  in 
fact,  was  foremost  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  best  in- 
terest of  his  town.  He  was  the  representative  of  the 
Fourth  Bristol  District  in  the  legislature  in  1858  and 
1867,  in  which  capacity  his  rare  discretion  was  ac- 
knowledged, and  his  influence  and  advice  highly  re- 
garded. 

Iu  early  life  he  disclosed  a  reverence  for  the  re- 
ligion of  his  parents,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years 
was  foremost  in  sustaining  the  ordinances  of  the  gos- 
pel in  his  native  village,  and  his  consistent  liTc  was  a 
perpetual  illustration  of  the  true  Christian.    As  a. 

I  for  ancatnJ  liwtory,  Uo^raphj  of  W.IUr  D.  NIcIhjU.  of  Bwfc. 
I«jr. 
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trusted  friend  he  was  much  consulted,  and  wm  often 
called  to  nettle  dispute*  where  lawsuits  were  threat- 
ened. In  the  settlement  of  estates  he  was  frequently 
engaged,  and  the  widow  and  orphan  found  in  him  a 
sympathizing  friend. 

Politically  he  was  a  Republican,  having  cast  his 
first  vote  for  James  G.  Birney.  lie  was  from  the 
first  among  the  active  Free-Soilcrs,  and  rendered  effi- 
cient service  in  the  early  struggle  for  the  overthrow 
of  the  slave  power.  His  firmness  and  stability  of 
character  were  conspicuous,  while  courtesy  and  re- 
spect for  the  opinions  of  others  was  a  part  of  his 
nature.  His  tender  regard  for  those  in  trouble  or  dis- 
tress was  early  illustrated.  While  at  the  medical  col- 
lege his  chum  wns  stricken  with  the  smallpox,  and 
being  far  from  home  was  abandoned  by  even  the  so- 
ciety of  which  he  was  a  member.  Dr.  Nichols  stood 
by  him,  though  fully  expecting  to  contract  the  dis- 
ease, until  death  relieved  him  of  his  sufferings.  In 
the  more  sacred  and  tender  relation  of  domestic  lifo 
his  unsullied  character  was  most  happily  revealed, 
while  his  broad  culture  and  manly  character  were 
quickened  with  that  benevolence  that  was  eager  in 
every  enterprise  promotive  of  the  welfare  of  the  family, 
the  church,  and  the  community  where  he  lived.  Hap- 
pily  married  in  1852  to  Miss  Irene  Lazell,  daughter  of 
ISnr/.illia  Crane,  of  Berkley,  their  children  are  Win- 
slow,  Charlotte  Crane,  Gilbert  M.,  John  T.,  and  Hea- 
ler I).,  the  latter  son  a  member  of  Harvnrd  College. 

His  only  surviving  brother  is  Curtis  C.  Nichols, 
treasurer  of  the  Boston  Five-Cent  Savings-Bank. 


AM)BN  HATHAWAY,  Js. 

The  first  American  ancestor  of  Alden  Hathaway 
was  John'  Hathaway,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  the  town  or  Taunton,  Mass.  Ho  came  from  Eng- 
land about  li; in,  and  became  a  landholder  in  that 
part  of  Taunton  now  Berkley.  He  was  a  commis- 
sioner, land  agent,  etc.,  of  the  Plymouth  Colony,  and 
a  man  of  prominence  and  note  in  his  day.  He  had 
a  son,  John*,  who  came  to  what  is  now  Freetown,  and 
became  a  landholder  there  before  the  town  was  in- 
cor|>oratcd.  This  John  had  children, — Jacob, Thomas, 
Isaac,  Ephraim,  John,  and  a  numlfcr  of  daughters.  i 

Isaac*  inherited  a  part  of  the  homestead  of  his 
father,  and  also  the  iron  forge,  which  was  established 
by  his  father.  This  was  the  first  forge  in  the  town. 
He  was  also  a  mill-owner,  and  was  a  man  of  push, 
sagacity,  and  enterprise.  He  had  three  sons — Thomas, 
Nicholas,  and  Pcleg— and  five  daughters,— Martha,  J 
Phcbe,  Itebcccah,  Mehala,  and  Jarah. 

Nicholas4  married  Rebecah  Merritt,  and  became  a  i 
farmer,  inheriting  a  part  of  the  original  purchase  by 
his  grandfather,  John,  which  was  the  eighteenth  lot 
of  the  freemen's  purchase.  He  had  four  children.— 
Stephen,  Klkanoh,  Isaac,  and  Rebecca.  8he  became 
the  wife  of  Henry  Tew. 

Stephen',  when  of  proper  age,  learned  the  carpenter's 


trade.  He  married  Hope  Peirce,  of  Middleborough, 
Maw.,  and  resided  there  till  1786,  when  he  removed 
to  Taunton,  where  he  died  in  1819.  He  represented 
Taunton  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  a  promi- 
nent, influential,  and  honored  citizen.  He  was  the 
guardian  of  numerous  children,  and  settled  many 
estates,  and  was  always  regarded  as  a  man  of  great 
probity  and  virtue.  He  had  a  family  of  thirteen 
children, — Leonard,  Alden,  Stephen,  Nicholas,  Ann* 
(Atwood),  Elias  (died  young),  Ebeuezer,  Frederick, 
Anson,  Hope,  Polly  (Pierce),  Erastus,  and  one  which 
died  in  infancy. 

Alden'  was  born  April  9,  1770.  He  learned  car- 
pentering when  a  boy,  but  when  he  grew  up  he 
went  to  sea  and  became  master  of  a  vessel.  When 
twenty-six  years  of  age  ho  met  with  the  misfortune 
of  losing  his  vessel  at  sea,  and  with  it  most  of  his 
possessions.  He  then  gave  up  a  seafaring  life,  and 
returning  to  his  native  town  he  engaged  in  trade  at 
Assonet  village,  and  became  a  successful  business 
man,  accumulating  quite  a  property  for  those  times. 
He  was  a  much  respected  citizen  of  the  town.  He 
married  Mercy  Palmer,  and  had  three  children  who 
reached  maturity,— Gideon  P.,  Anna  A.  (married 
Samuel  Blake,  of  Taunton),  and  Alden.  In  1821  he 
purchased  the  house  formerly  owned  by  his  brother 
Nicholas,  who  was  a  physician,  and  resided  there 
until  his  death,  September,  1861. 

Alden  Hathaway,  Jr.,  was  born  April  6, 1811.  He 
received  a  common  school  education,  and  upon 
arriving  at  proper  age  he  employed  his  time  during 
several  winters  in  teaching  school,  and  in  farming 
and  trading  during  the  summer  months.  He  has 
been  through  life  a  trader  and  speculator  and  a  suc- 
cessful business  man.  He  is  one  of  the  few  honor- 
able and  worthy  representatives  of  one  of  the  most 
ancient,  useful,  and  respectable  families  of  the  town. 
Among  various  positions  of  office  and  trust  he  has 
been  chairman  of  the  board  or  selectmen  and  over- 
seer of  the  poor,  and  was  member  or  the  board  eight 
years.  He  wns  representative  to  the  State  Legislature 
two  years  (1838-89).  He  was  reared  in  the  Democratic 
school  or  politics,  voted  that  ticket  many  years,  and 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  on  the  Democratic 
platform,  but  he  now  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  resides  on  the  homestead  of  his  father  in 
Assonet  village,  and  is  passing  down  the  hill  or  lifo 
with  the  pleasing  consciousness  that  the  acts  of  his 
long  business  career  will  bear  the  closest  scrutiny,  and 
that  there  is  nothing  in  his  past  record  that  does  not 
sustain  the  honor  of  the  family  name. 

He  married  Susan  Hathaway,  daughter  or  Edmund 
and  Betsey  Hathaway,  and  sister  or  Guilford  H.  Hath- 
away. (See  his  biography.)  To  this  union  there  are 
three  living  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters. 
The  son  went  to  California  when  eighteen  years  of 
age,  married  there,  has  three 'children,  and  is  a  suc- 
cessful business  man.  Mrs.  Hathaway  died  Aug.  23, 
1882. 
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A.  B.  CIIACE. 
Abisbai  H.  Chace  was  born  in  Freetown,  Dec.  16, 
1807.  He  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Permelia  Chace, 
and  grandson  of  Edward  Chace.  Both  of  these  Ed- 
wards were  natives  of  Freetown,  and  were  men  much 
respected  and  esteemed  in  their  day.  The  Chace 
family  is  a  very  ancient  one  in  New  England.  (For 
an  extended  genealogy  of  the  family,  see  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.)  The  educational  advantagcaaflbrded. 
boys  in  the  rural  districts  at  the  period  of  Mr.  Chace's 
boyhood  were  very  limited  indeed.  An  attendance  of 
three  months  during  the  winter  at  the  district  school 
was  the  most  to  be  hoped  for,  and  fortuuate,  indeed, 
was  the  lad  who  could  boast  of  an  unbroken  attend- 
ance during  even  that  short  term.  Mr.  Chace  was  no 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  but  be  read  more  out  of 
school  than  moat  boys,  and  so  managed  to  secure  a 
pretty  fair  English  education.  His  first  start  in  busi- 
ness life  was  as  a  farm  laborer.  After  one  year  spent 
in  this  manner,  be  became  clerk  in  a  country  store, 
where  he  remained  three  years.  He  then  engaged  in 
farming  and  lumbering,  and  this  has  been  bis  business 
chielly  through  life.  In  1869,  at  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  Mr.  Joseph  Orinnell,  who  was  then  president 
of  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Railroad,  be  was 
induced  to  come  to  Braley  Station,  on  that  road,  and 
assume  the  duties  of  station-agent  at  that  place.  In 
connection  with  his  duties  as  agent  ho  also  established 
a  store  at  the  same  point,  and  has  continued  merchan- 
dising to  the  present  time.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics  until  the  election  of  Franklin  Pierce  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Since  that  time  he  has  affil- 
iated with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Baptist  Church,  has  been  selectman  and 
overseer  of  the  poor,  and  is  now  road  commissioner. 
He  has  always  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  temper- 
ance, and  his  own  halts,  hearty  manhood  in  old  age  is 
itself  an  impressive  sermon  in  favor  of  total  absti- 
nence. In  his  younger  days  he  was  for  many  years 
an  ensign  in  the  militia  ranks,  and  afterwards  lieu- 
tenant. 

Mr.  Chace  is  an  example  of  what  may  be  accom- 
plished in  the  quiet  walks  of  life,  even  under  adverse 
circumstances,  by  honesty,  fidelity  of  purpose,  and 
industry.  He  commenced  his  married  life  almost 
literally  without  a  dollar,  reared  a  large  family  of 
children,  and  is  to-day  in  comfortable  circumstances. 

He  married  Feb.  14, 1828,  Lucy  Cummings,  daugh- 
ter of  George  Cummings,  of  Lakeville.  To  them 
were  born  fourteen  children  :  George,  born  April  15, 
1830;  Sarah  J.,  born  May  22,  1831 ;  Albert  F.,  born 
Nov.  24.  1832 ;  A*el,  born  May  3,  1834  (deceased) ; 
William  C,  born  Sept.  22,  1835;  Lucy  P.,  born  Oct. 
6,  1837;  Azel  (2),  born  Nov.  20,  1838;  Seth  U.,  born 
Nov.  1,  1841  (deceased);  Ophelia,  born  April' 27, 
1843  (deceased);  Franklin  J.,  born  Sept.  16,  1844; 
Carlton,  born  Dec.  16,  1846  (deceased);  Arliuc  P., 
born  May  24,  1847;  John  C,  born  June  25,  1849; 
Ellen  C,  born  May  22,  1851  (deceased).  I 


Mr.  Chace  married  for  his  second  wife,  March  23, 
1853,  Mrs.  Jane  Gibson,  of  New  Bedford,  by  whom 
he  had  four  children,— Charles  S.,  born  July  18, 1854 ; 
Annie  D.,  born  Sept.  11,  1856;  Carrie  E.,  born  Oct. 
16,  1858 ;  and  James  S.,  born  Oct.  27,  1863. 

All  of  the  children  by  his  first  wife  are  married. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 
TALL  RIVBR.« 
G«ci»pbl«l— Topoirmpkloil— OrteiwU  Parcbas*  of  lGM-TIm  Imli.u 

-K.H,  8oiil...-ull.  U,,,j.B1|,!*a",ch  '-' Job"  ri-r'aT,'.™', I  ttosotr 
Grt.t..8.w-..1«l  rumus.lim-li.rl,  Yalo.ll.M»-»|o«  Ormlh  of  lb. 
8»ul<m»nt-Tu.  Villa*,  la  lSui-lacrtaMd  PoeulaUon-Csuw.  of 
lSlO-Th.  Flrrt  CoMonFactory-a.1.  Ju.n.U  D»rfa.-rall  Bl.rr  I. 
ISIS— A  Nnr  Bra. 

Fam.  Rivkb  lies  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  On  the  north  by 
Taunton  River  and  Freetown ;  on  the  east  by  Free- 
town ;  on  the  south  by  Westport,  Dartmouth,  and 
Rhode  Island ;  and  on  tho  west  by  Mount  Hope  Buy 
and  Taunton  River. 

This  section  of  territory  originally  embraced  a  por- 
tion of  what  was  kuown  as  the  "  Freeman's  Purchase," 
a  tract  of  land  which  was  granted  by  the  Plymouth 
Colony  to  a  number  of  freemen  July  3, 1656.  This  tract 
lay  east  of  Taunton  River,  four  miles  in  width,  and 
from  six  to  seven  in  length,  bounded  on  the  south  by 
Quequechau,  and  on  the  north  by  Assonet  Neck. 
April  2, 1659,  a  warrantee  deed  of  this  tract  was  given 
to  Capt  James  Cud  worth,  Josiuh  Wiuslow,  aud  others 
by  Ossamequin  (Masaasoit),  Wamsutta,  his  son,  and 
TatUpanum,  wife  of  Wamsutta,  usually  called  Wceta- 
moe.  This  deed  was  signed  by  Wamsutta  and  TatU- 
panum, in  presence  of  Thomas  Cooke,  Jonathan  Bridg, 
and  John  Sassamon,  and  July  9,  ifco,  was  acknowl- 
edged by  "  Wamsutta  and  Squaw  Pattapanuui"  before 
Josiah  Wiuslow  aud  William  Bradford,  assistant*. 
Oasamcquin  never  signed  the  deed. 

The  consideration  for  this  purchase  was  "  twenty 
coats,  two  rugs,  two  irou  pot*,  two  kettles  and  one 
little  kettle,  eight  pairs  of  shoes,  six  pairs  of  stock- 
ings, one  dozen  hoes,  one  dozen  hatchets,  two  yards 
of  broadcloth,  and  a  debt  satisfied  to  John  Barnes, 
which  was  due  from  Wamsutta  to  John  Barnes." 
This  grunt  was  incorporated  in  1683  as  Freetown. 
"The  first  settlers,"  says  the  lute  Rev.  Orin  Fowler, 
"  were  principally  from  Plymouth,  Marshfield,  and 
Sciluate.  Some  were  from  Tauntou,  and  a  few  from 
Rhode  Island.  The  early  names  were  Cudworth, 
Winslow,  Morton,  Read,  Hathaway,  Our  fee,  Terry, 


>  tat  much  of  Ilia  aullar  bister?  of  Fall  Blrsr,  utfura  It  l*»ma  a 
separate  loom,  liu  ladlnf  mlglusl  owners  of  ku,  »u»rs  uf  IIut„Iu|Ioii- 
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Borden,  Brightman,  Chose,  and  Davis.  Tho  purchase 
wm  divided  into  twenty-six  shares,  and  the  shares 
were  act  off— whether  by  lot  or  otherwise  does  not 
appear — to  the  several  purchasers.  After  the  division 
into  shares  was  made,  there  was  a  piece  of  land  be- 
tween the  first  lot  or  share  and  Tiverton  bounds, 
which  in  1702  it  was  voted  by  the  proprietors  be  sold 
'  to  procure  a  piece  of  land  near  the  centre  of  the  town 
for  a  burying-place,  a  training-field,  or  any  other 
public  use  the  town  shall  see  cause  to  improve  it  for.' 
Accordingly  this  piece  of  land  was  sold  to  John  Bor- 
den, of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  the  highest  bidder,  for 
nine  pounds  and  eight  shillings,  and  was  the  territory 
on  which  that  part  of  the  village  south  of  Bedford 
Street  and  north  of  the  stream  now  stands.  This 
John  Itordcn  is  brlicved  to  ho  the  ancestor  of  nil  who 
sustain  his  name  in  this  vicinity." 

The  occupation  of  this  tract  soon  attracted  the 
attention  of  other  enterprising  pioneers,  and  in  1680 
a  second  grant  was  made  to  Edward  (J ray,  of  Plym- 
outh; Nnthanicl  Thomas,  of  Marshfield;  Benjamin 
Church,  Daniel  Wilcox,  and  Thomas  Manchester,  of 
Pu neatest;  and  Christopher  and  John  Almy  and 
Thomas  Waitc,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  of  a  tract  extend- 
ing south  along  the  bay  from  the  Qucquechan  to  the 
town  of  Dartmouth  and-  Seaconnet  and  inland  from 
lour  to  six  miles.  This  tract  was  purchased  from  tho 
Indians  for  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred  pounds,  and 
was  known  as  the  Pocnsset  Purchase,  and  was  subse- 
quently incorporated  as  the  town  of  Tiverton. 

For  several  years  after  Freetown  and  Tiverton  were 
incorporated  there  was  a  dispute  respecting  the  boun- 
dary line  between  the  two  towns,  which  was  amicably 
adjusted  in  1700  by  a  committee,  consisting  of  Josiah 
Winslow,  Robert  Dtirfee,  and  Henry  Brightman,  of 
Freetown,  and  Richard  Borden,  Christopher  Aliny, 
and  8amuel  Little,  of  Tiverton. 

The  division  line  settled  by  this  committee  ex- 
tended by  a  cleft  rock,  over  which  tho  store  of  Reed 
A  Bowen1  now  stands,  southwardly  to  the  Fall  River, 
thence  the  river  to  be  the  bound  to  its  mouth,  and 
from  tho  cleft  rock  easterly  about  on  the  line  of  tho 
prosctit  Bedford  Street.  This  continued  to  be  tho  lino 
between  these  two  ancient  towns  so  long  as  Tiverton 
belonged  to  Massachusetts. 

In  1740  a  dispute  arose  concerning  the  boundary 
line  between  tho  colonies  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  and  a  royal  commission  was  appointed  to  de- 
termine the  trno  boundary,  whose  report,  in  1746,  wns 
confirmed  by  the  king,  though  appealed  from  by  both 
colonics.  Kr  parte  lines  were  run  by  Rhode  Island, 
which  were  found  incorrect  when  revised  by  Massa- 
chusetts in  1791. 

"One  of  the  decrees  in  the  kings  award  mentioned 
*n  certain  point  four  hundred  and  forty  rods  to  the 
southward  of  the  mouth  of  the  Fall  River,' from  which 
a  line  was  to  bo  run  three  miles  towards  tho  cast, 

i  In  mi. 


forming  the  northern  boundary  of  that  part  of  Rhode 
Island.  Iu  measuring  thi*  four  hundred  and  forty 
rods  the  ex parte  commissioners  of  1746  1  measured 
round  a  cove  or  inlet,  and  followed  the  sinuosities  of 
the  shore'  until  they  reached  a  point  from  a  quarter 
to  a  half  mile  farther  north  than  if  the  same  distance 
had  been  measured  in  a  straight  line.  From  this 
point  they  extended  the  three-mile  line,  running  it 
through  the  southern  part  of  the  village  of  Fall  River 
at  tho  old  Buttonwood  Tree,  so  called,  on  Main  Street, 
a  little  north  of  the  present  line  of  Columbia  Street. 
No  definite  decision  of  the  question  in  dispute  was 
reached  at  tho  time,  and  in  1844  another  commission 
was  appointed,  which  in  1848  made  a  report  to  their 
respective  Legislatures. 

"  In  a  matter  so  seriously  affecting  the  interests  of 
Fall  River,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  appoint  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  Orin  Fowler,  Dr.  Foster 
Hooper,  and  Dr.  Phineas  W.  Leland,  to  petition  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  not  to  allow  any  settlement 
of  tho  boundary  line  less  advantageous  than  that 
granted  by  George  II.  in  1746.  This  committee 
claimed,  and  gave  good  reasons  therefor,  that  George 
II.  designed  that  the  point  from  which  to  run  the 
three-mile  line  should  be  four  hundred  and  forty  rods 
in  a  direct  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Fall  River. 
They  showed  that  in  making  these  measurements  as 
they  had  '  the  Rhode  Island  commissioners  added  to 
their  State  a  thickly-settled  territory  with  about  fif- 
teen hundred  inhabitants,  and  n  taxable  property 
valued  at  nearly  half  a  million  dollars,  when,  if  the 
measurements  had  been  made  in  straight  lines,  not 
only  would  the  design  of  Oeorge  II.  and  his  commis- 
sioners have  been  carried  out,  but  Fall  River  would 
have  been  brought  within  the  bounds  of  one  State, 
with  no  danger  of  its  thickly-settled  territory  being 
again  placed  under  a  divided  jurisdiction.'  In  con- 
sequence of  these  representations  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  refused  to  ratify  the  decision  of  the  com- 
missioners of  1848,  and  by  agreement  of  the  two 
States  the  question  was  referred  to  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court. 


"  In  1860  the  Sup 


Court  appointed  engineers, 


with  instructions  to  measure  and  mark  a  described 
line  which  should  be  thd  true  boundary  between  the 
two  States,  the  decree  to  tako  effect  in  March,  1862. 
The  full  claim  of  neither  State  was  granted,  but  such 
a  boundary  fixed  as  to  give  an  undivided  jurisdiction 
to  densely-populated  districts  without  infringing  on 
tho  rights  of  any.  By  this  change  of  boundary 
Massachusetts  acquired  a  territory  comprising  about 
eleven  square  miles.  Of  this  about  nine  square  miles, 
with  a  population  of  nearly  three  thousand  six  hun- 
dred, and  a  taxable  property  of  some  two  million  dol- 
lars, were  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of 
Fall  River." 

"The  Pocssset  Purchase,"  says  Rev.  Orin  Fowler, 
in  1841  (after  reserving  thirty  rods  wide  adjacent  to 
tho  Freeman's  Purchase  and  tho  river  and  i 
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•mall  tracts),  wu  divided  into  thirty  shares  and  dis- 
tributed among  the  proprietors,  the  lot  nearest  the 
river  being  numbered  one.  This  piece  or  land,  in- 
cluding the  water-power  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  to  (the  present)  Main  Street,  and  on  both 
■idea  eaat  of  said  street  to  Watuppa  Pond,  contain- 
ing sixty-six  acres  of  land,  was  also  divided  into 
thirty  shares  and  sold  to  the  original  purchasers.  Col. 
Church  and  his  brother  Caleb,  of  Watertnwn  (who 
was  a  millwright),  bought  twenty-six  and  a  half  of 
the  thirty  shares,  and  thereby  became  the  chief 
owners  of  the  water-power.  On  the  8th  of  August, 
1691,  Caleb  Church  sold  his  right  in  this  property 
(thirteen  and  a  half  shares)  to  hia  brother  Benjamin, 
who  then  became  the  owner  of  twenty-six  and  a  half 
shares.  Probably  John  Borden  purchased  the  other 
three  and  a  half  shares.  In  1703,  Col.  Church  had 
moved  to  Fall  River  and  improved  the  water-power 
by  erecting  a  saw-mill,  grist-mill,  and  fulling-mill. 
Hia  dwelling-houae  stood  between  the  present  resi- 
dence of  Col.  Richard  Borden  and  that  of  hia  brother 
Jefferson,  and  remained  till  within  forty  years.  He 
continued  at  Fall  River  but  a  few  years,  and,  Sept. 
18,  1714,  sold  the  above-named  twenty-six  and  a  half 
shares  to  Richard  Borden,  of  Tiverton,  and  Joseph 
Borden,  of  Freetown,  sons  of  John ;  and  thus  the 
lands  on  both  aides  of  the  river,  with  all  the  water- 
power,  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Borden  family, 
John  Borden  having  previously  purchased  that  on 
the  north  side,  weat  of  Main  Street." 

Caleb  Church  sold  hia  interest  for  one  hundred 
pounds.  At  this  rate  the  whole  sixty-six  acres  was  val- 
ued,  in  1691,  at  about  seven  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 
The  piece  on  the  north  side  cost  John  Borden  about 
thirty-one  dollars  and  thirty-four  centa ;  total,  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars  and  thirty-four 
cents.  This  included  the  whole  of  the  water-power 
and  most  of  the  land  where  the  village  now  stands, 
together  with  a  strip  east  to  Watuppa  Pond.  Twenty- 
six  and  a  half  shares  of  the  above  sixty-six  acres  were 
•old  by  Col.  Church  in  1714  for  one  thousand  pounds. 

The  Village  in  1803.— The  embryo  settlement 
thus  founded  by  Col.  Church  and  John  Borden  was, 
however,  of  slow  growth.  Although  Col.  Church  had 
erected  a  saw-,  grist-,  and  fulling-mill1  on  the  .stream, 
and  was  doubtless  an  enterprising  man  of  that  day, 
still  there  seemed  to  be  nothing  of  particular  advan- 
tage to  attract  the  settler,  and  aa  late  as  1803,  one 
hundred  years  later,  we  find  the  village  numbering 
only  eighteen  dwellings  and  about  one  huudrcd  ill- 
habitants. 

"In  North  Main  Street,"  says  Rev.  Orin  Fowler, 
"  there  were  six  houses  occupied  by  Charles  Durfee, 
Daniel  Buffington,  John  Luther,  Abner  Duvol,  John 
Cook,  and  Mary  Borden.  In  East  Central  Street  there 
were  four  occupied  by  Nathan  Bowen,  Perry  Borden, 


>  ThU  mill  flood  on  U>«  «uulh  aid*  of  th»  ilrwun  iimt  the  mulli  and 


Beth  Borden,  and  Elihu  Cook.  In  West  Central 
Street  there  were  two  occupied  by  Nathan  Borden 
and  Daniel  Borden.  In  South  Main  Street  there  were 
Ave  occupied  by  Simeon  Borden,  Richard  Borden, 
Thomas  Borden,  Benjamin  Brayton,  and  Francis 
Drayton.  Near  the  shore  there  waa  one  occupied  by 
Thomas  Borden.  Of  these  eighteen  families  nine 
were  Borden*." 

From  this  period,  however,  as  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  place  began  to  be  appreciated  the  growth 
of  the  settlement  waa  more  rapid,  and  in  1810  the 
population  of  the  town  numbered  twelve  hundred  and 
uinety-aix.  And  among  this  number  was  one  par- 
ticularly enterprising  spirit  who  did  much  to  advance 
the  interest  of  the  town  at  that  period,  and  became 
the  pioneer  in  cotton  manufacturing  in  Fall  River, 
Col.  Joseph  Durfee.  This  pioneer  mill  of  Col.  Dur- 
fee's  was  a  small  .iffair,  erected  in  1811  at  Globe  vil- 
lage. 

Fall  RiTer  in  1813,-Henry  II.  Earl,  Esq.,  in  hia 
excellent  work  published  in  1877,  entitled  "  Fall 
River  and  its  Industries,"  in  speaking  or  the  town  in 
1813,  says,— 

"The  resident  community  of  Fall  River,  or  Troy, 
aa  it  waa  then  called,  was  located  about  what  is  now 
the  centre  of  the  city,  the  main  street  following  the 
line  of  the  present  principal  thoroughfare  northward, 
and  another  considerable  street  trending  eastward  to 
the  lake.  The  greater  part  of  the  residences  were  in 
these  two  avenues.  Within  a  territory  approximating 
to  one  and  a  half  miles  square,  which  would  be  desig- 
nated at  that  day  the  village,  were  about  thirty  dwell- 
ing-houses, three  saw-mills,  four  grist-mills,  one  full- 
ing-mill, a  blocksmithy  with  trip-hammer,  and  several 
small  stores.  The  population  was  estimated  at  three 
hundred. 

"  One  small,  three-masted  vessel,  which  had  been 
engaged  in  foreign  trade,  but  was,  for  a  short  period 
after  the  war,  hauled  up  iu  the  creek  where  the  '  Old 
Depot'  was  afterwards  located,  and  u  few  small  sloops 
carrying  cord-wood  to  Newport  and  Bristol,  consti- 
tuted the  local  shipping  interest.  There  was  no  regu- 
lar conveyance  to  Providence,  and  what  freight  was 
transit  n  1  between  the  two  places  wont  by  craft  ply- 
ing between  Providence  and  Taunton,  which,  iu  de- 
fault or  wharfage  convenience  at  the  Falls,  stop|M.»d  at 
the  ferry  two  miles  up  the  river,  where  ull  the  cottou 
and  merchandise  was  lauded  for  some  years.  The 
first  craft  regularly  sailing  to  Providence  was  u  small 
schooner,  or  two-masted  lighter,  large  enough  to  load 
ten  bales  of  cotton  and  a  small  additional  cargo  of 
flour  and  miscellaneous  goods.  This  was  succeeded 
by  the  aloop  '  Fall  River,'  of  thirty  or  forty  tons  ca- 
pacity, and  that  again  by  the  sloop  '  Argonaut,'  ami 
another  craft  whose  name  is  forgotten,  which  sus- 
tained the  communication  till  the  steamer  '  Hancock' 
was  put  on. 

"The  religious  and  educational  atructures  of  the 
villogc  were  far  from  suggestive  or  the  present  iium- 
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her,  convenience,  or  architectural  beauty.  '  In  1813,' 
nay*  our  clironiclc,  '  there  was  one  poor  old  dilapi- 
dated wooden  meeting-house,  neither  plastered  nor 
lathed,  which  stood  upon  the  line  dividing  the  State*, 
occupied  occasionally.  The  regular  place  of  worship 
on  the  Sahbath  was  at  the  Narrows,  about  two  miles 
east.  There  was  one,  and  only  one,  good  school- 
house  in  the  village,  which  stood  on  the  corner  of 
Annnwan  and  South  Main  Streets.'  The  residences 
were  of  the  usual  simple  and  plain  construction 
adopted  in  early  New  England  communities,  the  most 
pretentious  one  being  erected  hy  Charles  Durfee  in 
1811,  and  standing  until  1867,  when  it  was  hurncd 
down.  The  richest  resident  from  1813  to  1824  was 
estimated  worth  forty  thousand  dollars,  'and  there 
were  hut  a  small  number  of  this  class.'  The  ontiro 
valuation  for  some  years  did  not  exceed  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  total  taxation  in  1813  was 
fifteen  hundred  dollars." 

The  location  as  a  manufacturing  centre  now  began 
to  attract  the  attention  of  leading  men  in  this  and 
adjoining  towns,  and  the  year  1813  witnessed  the 
organization  of  the  Fall  River  Manufactory  and  Troy 
M  ills,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present,  the  growth  of 
the  city  a*  a  manufacturing  centre  has  been  almost 
phenomenal. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 
FALL  RIVBK— (Com.Wrf.) 

WAR  Or  TUB  BBVOLUTION. 

Itoailnlaraiirm  of  M.  Joa»ph  tlarfae — Barly  ttwIfenW— 1777  —  full 
Ul'rr  f  m-  tn  Hi n  llrlllah  —  OrgMintion  of a  Qnaril  of  Safety— Th« 
Itriilth  approach  lh«  Trtwn  bj  !Umi. — Flml  upon  lijr  lha  Quant  at  tha 
liar—  KHiml  M  tha  Hoard — Pnranit  by  Urn  Knomy— Hattl*  nosr  the 
niMp*  < - Tha  Knrmy  dafaalad  - Homing  of  linlldln«a  by  Ilia  Drltlah— 
Ointuro  of  Richard  llurdan— RatraU  of  th*  Bntray. 

Tiik  following  reminiscences  of  Col.  Joseph  Dur- 
fee, written  in  1834,  is  an  invaluable  contribution  to 
the  pioneer  Revolutionary  history  of  the  town  : 

"  Joseph  Durfee  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Hon. 
Thomas  Durfee.  He  was  born  in  April,  in  the  year 
17fi0,  in  what  is  now  the  city  of  Fall  River.  At  that 
time,  and  until  within  a  few  years,  the  Fall  River 
stream  was  owned  by  the  Rordens.  Much  of  what  is 
now  in  the  city,  where  are  elegant  buildings  and  a 
dense  population,  was  then  a  wilderness,  where  the 
gnaU  lodged  in  the  winter  seasons.  The  Rordens  and 
the  Dnrfees  were  then  the  principal  proprietors  of  the 
Poeasset  l'urchasc,  and  owners  of  the  land  on  the 
south  side  of  what  is  now  Main  Street  for  more  than 
a  mile  in  length.  Thomas  and  Joseph  Rnrden  owned 
the  south  side  of  the  stream,  and  Stephen  Rordcn 
owned  the  north  side.  Thomas  Rordcn  owned  a  saw- 
mill and  a  grist-mill  at  that  time,  standing  where  the 


t  Tlila  batlla  ra  fought  n«i  I  j  In  front  of  tha  location  of  tha  proacnt 
City  Hail. 


old  saw-  and  grist-mills  stood  near  the  iron-worka 
establishment. 

"  Thomas  Rorden  led  a  widow  and  four  children, 
vir..,  Richard,  Christopher,  Rebecca,  and  Mary.  Jo- 
seph Rorden,  brother  of  Thomas,  owned  a  fulling-mill, 
which  stood  near  where  the  Pocaasct  Factory  now 
stands.  He  was  killed  by  the  machinery  of  his  full- 
ing-mill. He  left  four  children,  viz.,  Abraham,  Sam- 
uel, Patience,  and  Peace.  Patience  was  my  mother. 
Stephen  Rorden,  who  owned  the  north  side  of  the 
stream,  had  a  grist-mill  and  a  saw-mill  standing 
near  where  the  woolen  establishment  has  since  been 
erected.  He  left  six  children,  viz.,  8tephen,  George, 
Mary,  Hannah,  Penelope,  and  Lusannah. 

"  The  widow  of  Joseph  Rorden  was  afterwards  mar- 
ried to  Renjamin  Jenks,  by  whom  she  had  aix  chil- 
dren,—John,  Joseph,  Hannah,  Catherine,  Ruth,  and 
Lydia.  The  widow  of  8tephen  Rorden  was  married 
to  John  Rowen,  by  whom  she  had  two  sons,— Nathan 
and  John. 

'*  At  that  time,  and  until  within  a  few  years,  there 
were  but  two  saw-mills,  two  grist-mills,  and  a  fulling- 
mill  standing  on  the  Fall  River.  There  are  now 
|  about  forty  different  mills  on  the  river.  The  stream 
was  very  small ;  but  the  falls  were  so  great  that  there 
was  little  occasion  for  dams  to  raise  a  pond  sufficient 
to  carry  the  wheels  then  in  operation.  A  small  foot- 
bridge,  which  stood  near  where  the  main  street  now 
crosses  the  stream,  afTorded  the  only  means  of  passing 
from  one  side  to  the  other  of  the  stream,  except  by 
fording  it  There  wa»  formerly  a  small  dam  near 
where  the  Troy  Factory  now  stands,  over  which  the 
water  flowed  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  When  it 
failed,  those  who  owned  the  mills  near  the  mouth  of 
the  stream  hoisted  the  gate*  at  tho  upper  dam  and 
drew  the  water  down.  It  waa  no  uncommon  thing, 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago,  for  the  water  to  be  so 
low  and  the  river  so  narrow  at  the  head  of  the  stream 
that  n  person  might  step  across  without  difficulty.  It 
was  frequently  not  more  than  six  inches  deep.  At 
one  time  there  was  a  foot-bridge  of  stepping-stonea 
only  across  the  Narrows  between  the  North  and  8outh 
Ponds. 

"Our  country  has  been  involved  in  three  wars  since 
my  recollection.  The  first  was  with  the  French  and 
Indians,  when  we  fought  for  our  Uvea.  The  French 
offered  a  bounty  for  every  scalp  which  the  Indians 
would  bring  them.  It  was  therefore  certain  death  to 
all  who  fell  into  the  Indians'  hands.  I  distinctly 
recollect  the  timo  when  Oen.  Wolfe  was  killed,  and 
of  seeing  tho  soldiers  on  their  march  to  reinforce  the 
army.  I  saw  many  men  enlist  into  tho  service,  and 
among  them  Joseph  Valentine,  father  of  William 
Valentine,  of  Providence.  I  was  then  about  ten 
years  of  age. 

"The  second  war  was  with  Great  Britain,  daring 
the  greater  part  of  which  I  was  actively  engaged  in 
the  service  of  my  country.  We  then  fought  for  our 
liberty.    We  were  divided  into  two  parties,  called 
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Whigs  and  Tories,  the  former  the  friends  of  liberty 
and  independence,  the  latter  the  enemies  of  both. 
Before  the  Revolution  broke  out  the  Whigs  were  busy 
in  making  saltpetre  and  guupowder,  in  making  and 
preparing  small-arms,  in  training  and  learning  the 
art  of  war.  At  this  time  we  of  this  State  were  British 
subjects,  and  constituted  what  was  then  called  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts.  Conventions  were  held  in 
the  colony  to  transact  the  business  and  consult  upon 
the  affairs  of  the  colony.  At  one  of  these  conven- 
tions I  received  a  captain's  commission,  signed  by 
Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  and  took  the  command  of  a 
company  of  minute-men. 

"British  ships,  commanded  by  Wallace,  Asque, 
and  Howe,  early  in  the  Revolution,  were  on*  oar 
coast,  in  the  river  and  bay,  harassing  and  distressing 
the  towns  of  Newport,  Bristol,  and  other  towns  on  the 
river.  I  was  called  upon  with  my  company  and  snch 
others  as  could  be  mustered  to  guard  the  shores  and 
prevent  the  British  from  landing,  until  the  colony 
could  raise  a  force  sufficient  to  protect  the  inhab- 
itants from  their  depredations. 

"In  1776,  after  the  battle  on  Long  Island,  a  rein- 
forcement was  called  for  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
American  troops.  I  was  ordered  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  a  company  of  sixty  men  and  march  forth- 
with to  the  army  then  retreating  from  New  York. 
These  orders  were  promptly  obeyed.  With  the  com- 
pany under  my  command,  I  joined  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Col.  Thomas  Carpenter,  and  by  a 
forced  march  we  reached  the  army  a  few  days  before 
the  battle  at  the  White  Plains.  In  that  engagement 
I  took  an  active  part. 

"Soon  after  my  return  home  from  the  battle  at  the 
White  Plains,  the  British  landed  at  Newport,  on 
Rhode  Island,  and  took  possession  of  that  town. 
I  was  called  upon  to  proceed  immediately  with  my 
company  to  assist  in  covering  the  retreat  of  the  .mull 
forces  then  commanded  by  Col.  John  Cook  from  the 
island  of  Rhode  Island.  This  was  effected  without 
low,  though  attended  with  difficulty  and  delay,  as 
there  was  no  bridge  from  the  island  to  the  mainland. 
At  that  time  the  inhabitants  in  the  south  part  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  were  in  a  critical 
situation.  They  were  nearly  surrounded  with  British 
emissaries.  A  part  of  the  English  squadron  lay  off 
our  coast,  and  their  troops  had  possession  of  the  south 
part  of  Rhode  Island.  Both  were  harassing  our  towns, 
destroying  property,  and  making  prisoners  of  the  in- 
habitants. In  addition  to  this,  we  bad  Tories  at  home, 
enemies  in  disguise,  who  were  aiding  and  abetting  the 
British,  while  they  professed  friendship  for  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  for  those  who  were  shedding  their  blood 
to  obtain  it 

"  Early  in  the  spring  of  1777,  I  received  a  major's 
commission,  and  was  stationed  at  Little  Compton,  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  regiment  under  the 
command  of  Col.  John  Hathaway,  of  Berkley,  Moss. 
At  Little  Compton,  and  in  that  neighborhood,  I  con- 


tinned  several  months  on  duty  with  the  regiment, 
often  changing  our  station  to  repel  the  invasions  of 
the  enemy  and  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from  their 
frequent  depredations.  In  the  fall  of  1777, 1  returned 
home  to  Fall  River.  I  found  the  citizens,  among 
whom  were  my  relatives  and  best  friends,  exposed 
and  continually  harassed  by  the  enemy.  I  applied 
to  several  of  the  leading  and  influential  men  of  this 
place,  and  proposed  raising  a  guard  Cor  the  safety  and 
protection  of  the  inhabitants.  They  coincided  with 
my  views,  and  the  necessity  of  a  guard  to  protect  our 
defenseless  inhabitants.  I  went  to  Providence  to  con- 
sult Gen.  Sullivan,  who  was  commander-in-chief  of 
all  the  forces  raised  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
and  to  obtain  assistance  from  him.  He  approved  of 
my  plan  of  raising  a  guard,  and  gave  me  mi  order  for 
two  whale-boats,  and  an  order  also  for  rations  for 
twenty  men,  drawn  upon  the  commissar)',  then  at 
Bristol.  I  soon  raised  a  guard,  procured  the  store 
now  standing  at  the  eud  of  the  Iron- Works  Company's 
wharf  in  this  place  for  a  guard-house,  where  \vc  met 
every  day,  called  the  roll,  and  stationed  sentinels  for 
the  night  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
give  the  alarm  when  approuched.  The  orders  of  the 
sentinel  were  peremptory, — that  if  a  boat  was  seen 
approaching  in  the  night,  to  hail  them  three  limes, 
and  if  no  answer  was  received,  to  fire  upon  them.  It 
was  not  long  before  one  of  the  guard,  Samuel  Reed, 
discovered  boats  silently  and  cautiously  approaching 
the  shore  from  the  bay.  The  challenge  was  given, 
but  no  answer  received.  He  fired  upon  the  boats. 
This  created  an  alurm,  and  the  whole  neighborhood 
were  soon  in  arms.  I  stationed  the  guard  behind  a 
stone  wall,  and  kept  up  a  constant  fire  u|K>n  the 
enemy,  until  they  brought  their  cannon  to  bear  u|ion 
us,  and  commenced  firing  grape-shot  among  us,  when, 
as  we  were  unable  to  return  the  compliment,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  retreat.  Two  of  the  guard  were 
sent  to  remove  all  the  planks  which  laid  over  the 
stream  for  foot-people  to  cross  upon,  and  to  cut  off, 
as  fur  as  possible,  every  facility  for  crossing  the 
stream,  except  the  upper  bridge.  We  then  retreated 
slowly  until  we  reached  the  main  road,  near  where 
the  bridge  uow  crosses  tho  stream.  I  theu  gave 
orders  to  form  and  give  thorn  buttle.  This  was  done, 
and  never  were  Boldiers  more  brave.  So  roughly  were 
the  enemy  handled  by  our  little  band  of  Spartans  that 
they  soon  beat  up  a  retreat,  leaving  behind  them  one 
dead  and  another  bleeding  to  death,  besides  the 
wounded  whom  they  carried  away. 

"  Tho  wounded  soldier  left  by  the  enemy,  before 
he  expired,  informed  me  that  the  number  of  the 
enemy  who  attacked  us  was  about  one  hundri 
fifty,  commanded  by  Maj.  Ayers.  Wheu  the 
landed  they  set  fire  to  the  house  of  Thomas  Borden, 
then  nearly  new.  They  next  set  fire  to  a  grist-mill 
and  a  saw-mill  belonging  to  Mr.  Borden,  standing  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Fall  River.  These  buildings  I 
saw  when  set  on  fire.    When  tho  British  troop*  re- 
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treated,  as  they  were  compelled  to  do  from  the  shots 
of  our  little  band  of  volunteers,  they  set  fire  to  the 
house  and  other  buildings  of  Richard  Borden,  then 
nn  aged  mnn,  and  took  him  prisoner.  We  pursued 
them  so  closely  in  their  retreat  that  we  were  enabled 
to  save  the  buildings  which  they  had  last  fired.  The 
British  were  frequently  fired  upon,  and  not  a  little 
annoyed  by  the  musketry  of  our  soldiers  as  they 
passed  down  the  bay  in  their  boats  ou  their  retreat. 
Mr.  Richard  Borden,  whom  they  took  prisoner,  was 
in  one  of  their  boats.  Finding  themselves  closely 
pursued  by  a  few  American  soldiers,  who  from  the 
shore  poured  in  their  shot  and  balls  upon  them  as 
fast  as  they  could  load  and  fire,  and  finding  them- 
selves in  danger  from  the  musketry  of  these  few  brave 
Whigs  who  pursue*)  them,  they  ordered  Mr.  Borden, 
their  prisoner,  to  stand  up  In  the  boat,  hoping  that 
his  comrades  on  the  shore  would  recognise  him,  and 
desist  from  firing  upon  them.  But  this  he  refused 
to  do,  and  threw  himself  flat  into  the  bottom  of  the 
boat.  While  lying  there  a  shot  from  the  Americans 
on  shore  killed  one  of  the  British  soldiers  standing 
by  his  side  in  the  boat.  Mr.  Borden  was  obsti- 
nately silent  tn  all  the  questions  which  were  asked 
him,  so  that  not  being  able  to  make  any  profitable 
use  of  him  they  dismissed  him  in  a  few  days  on 
parole.  This  engagement  took  place  of  a  Sabbath 
morning,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1778.  The  two  British 
soldiers  killed  in  this  engagement  were  buried  at 
twelve  o'clock  on  the  same  day  of  the  battle,  near 
where  the  south  end  of  the  Masaasoit  Factory  now 
stands. 

"  During  a  considerable  part  of  the  month  of  Au- 
gust following  we  were  busily  engaged  in  procuring 
arms,  ammunition,  nnd  provisions  for  the  soldiers, 
and  in  building  flat-bottomed  boats  and  scows  for 
the  troops  to  cross  over  the  river  on  to  Rhode  Island, 
with  a  view  to  dislodge  the  British  army  who  then 
had  possession  of  the  island.  A  barn,  now  standing 
near  the  stone  bridge,  was  occupied  for  a  commissary 
store,  of  which  I  had  the  charge  until  things  were 
in  readiness  and  the  troops  prepared  to  cross  over  to 
the  island,  when  I  left  the  store  in  charge  of  my 
friend  and  relative,  Walter  Chaloner. 

"  In  the  forepart  of  August,  1778,  the  American 
troops  embarked  in  the  boats  and  scows  prepared  for 
them  and  landed  on  Rhode  Island,  where  I  joined 
them,  having  been  appointed  a  major  in  Col.  Whit- 
ney's regiment.  Our  troops  were  then  marched  to  a 
spot  but  a  short  distance  to  the  north  of  what  is 
called  Butts'  Hill,  where  they  encamped  for  the 
night,  with  but  the  canopy  of  heaven  for  a  covering 
ami  the  ground  for  our  beds.  But  we  were  animated 
with  the  hope  of  liberty,  with  a  belief  that  we  were 
rngaged  in  a  righteous  cause,  and  that  lie  who  sways 
the  sceptre  of  the  universe  would  prosper  our  under- 
taking. At  this  time  we  were  anxiously  looking 
for  the  French  fleet,  from  which  we  hoped  for  as- 


of  troops  were  before  us.  Soon  the  French  fleet  hove 
in  sight,  when  the  British  set  Are  to  the  shipping  in 
the  harbor  and  blew  up  most  of  the  vessels  within 
their  reach.  Not  long  after  the  French  fleet  came 
up,  the  British  fleet  appeared  in  the  offing.  Imme- 
diately the  French  fleet  tacked  about,  went  out  and 
attacked  the  British  squadron,  when  broadsides  were 
exchanged  and  a  bloody  battle  ensued.  A  tremen- 
dous storm  came  on,  long  remembered  as  the  August 
storm,  in  which  the  two  fleets  were  separated,  and 
many  who  had  escaped  the  cannon's  mouth  found  a 
watery  grave.  The  French  fleet,  or  so  much  of  it 
aa  survived  the  storm,  went  into  Boston  to  repair, 
and  the  remnant  of  the  British  fleet  went  into  New 
York. 

"8oon  after  this  storm  our  troops  marched  in  three 
divisions  towards  Newport, — one  on  the  East  road  so 
called,  one  on  the  West  road,  and  the  brigade  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Titcomb  moved  in  the  centre,— 
until  we  came  in  sight  of  Newport,  when  orders  were 
given  to  halt,  erect  a  marquee,  and  pitch  our  tenta. 
General  orders  were  issued  for  a  detachment  from  the 
army  of  three  thousand  men,  our  number  being  too 
small  to  risk  a  general  engagement  with  the  great 
body  of  British  troops  then  quartered  on  the  south 
end  of  the  island.  Early  on  the  next  morning  a  de- 
tachment of  troops,  of  which  I  was  one,  was  ordered 
to  proceed  forthwith  and  take  possession  of  what  was 
called  II n lineman's  Hill. 

"  The  morning  was  foggy,  and  enabled  us  to  advance 
some  distance  unobserved  by  the  enemy,  but  the  fog 
clearing  away  before  we  reached  the  hill,  we  were 
discovered  by  the  British  and  Tory  troops,  who  com- 
menced such  a  heavy  cannonade  upon  us  that  it  was 
deemed  expedient  by  the  commanding  officers,  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  many  of  our  brave  troops,  that 
we  should  fall  back  and  advance  under  the  cover  of 
night.  Accordingly,  when  night  came,  we  marched 
to  the  hill  undiscovered  by  the  enemy.  We  imme- 
diately commenced  throwing  up  a  breastwork  and 
building  a  fort  When  daylight  appeared  we  had 
two  cannon  mounted,— one  twenty-four  pounder  and 
one  eighteen,— and  with  our  breastwork  we  had  com- 
pleted a  covered  way,  to  pass  and  repass  without  being 
seen  by  the  enemy.  The  British  had  a  small  fort  or 
redoubt  directly  under  the  muzzles  of  our  cannon, 
with  which  we  saluted  them,  and  poured  in  shot  so 
thick  upon  them  that  they  were  compelled  to  beat  up 
a  retreat.  But  they  returned  again  at  night  to  repair 
their  fort,  when  they  commenced  throwing  bombshells 
into  our  fort,  which,  however,  did  but  little  damage. 
I  saw  several  of  tbem  flying  over  our  heads,  and  one, 
bursting  in  the  air,  a  fragment  fell  upon  the  shoulder 
of  a  soldier  and  killed  him. 

"At  this  time  wo  were  anxiously  waiting  the  return 
of  the  French  fleet  from  Boston,  where  they  had  gone 
to  repair.  But  learning  that  they  could  not  then  re- 
turn, and  knowing  the  situation  of  the  British  troops, 
that  they  were  enlarging  and  strengthening  their  forte 
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and  redoubt*,  and  that  tbey  had  reinforcements  arriv- 
ing daily  from  New  York,  it  wa*  deemed  expedient  by 


ran,  all  experienced  and  brave  generals,  that  we 
•hould  retreat  to  the  north  end  of  the  island. 

"Accordingly,  on  the  29th  day  of  August,  early  in 
the  morning,  we  struck  our  marquee  and  tents  and 
commenced  a  retreat.  The  British  troops  followed, 
and  soon  came  up  with  our  rear-guard  and  com- 
menced firing  upon  them.  The  shots  were  briskly 
returned  and  continued  at  intervals,  until  our  troops 
were  joined  by  a  part  of  our  army  a  short  distance  to 
the  south  of  Quaker  Hill,  so  called,  when  a  general 
engagement  ensued,  in  which  many  livea  were  lost  on 
both  sides.  At  night  we  retreated  from  the  island 
to  Tiverton.  On  the  following  day  we  left  Tiverton, 
crossed  over  Blade's  Ferry,  and  marched  through 
Pnwtucket  and  Providence  to  Pawtuxet,  where  we 
remained  until  our  term  of  service  expired. 

"Some  time  after  this  I  received  a  lieutenant-col- 
onel's commission  and  took  the  command  of  a  regi- 
ment to  guard  the  sea-shores,  and  a  part  or  the  time 
my  regiment  was  stationed  at  Providence.  I  soon  re- 
ceived orders  from  Qen.  Gates,  who  at  that  time  was 
principal  in  command,  to  march  with  my  regiment  to 
Tiverton  and  join  Gen.  Cornell's  brigade.  The  war 
now  raged  throughout  the  country.  Old  and  young, 
parents  and  children,  all,  excepting  the  Tories,  were 
engaged  in  the  common  cause  of  their  country,  in 
breaking  the  shackles  of  colonial  bondage,  in  obtain- 
ing her  liberty,  and  achieving  her  independence. 
Old  England  now  began  to  examine  the  prospects  be- 
fore her.  She  found,  after  a  bloody  contest,  what  she 
might  and  ought  to  have  known  before,  Unit  her  re- 
bellious colonies,  as  she  was  pleased  to  term  them, 
could  be  ruled,  but  not  ridden  upon,  that  by  mild 
and  liberal  measures  she  might  have  retained  u  valu- 
able part  of  her  kingdom.  She  discovered  her  error 
too  late  to  profit  by  it.  The  brave  people  of  her  col- 
onies were  resolved  to  throw  off  the  yoke  and  them- 
selves be  free. 

"On  the  29th  day  of  October,  1779,  the  British 
troops  left  Rhode  Island,  and  the  American  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Gens.  Uatea  and  Cornell, 
marched  on  to  the  island  and  took  possession  of  the 
town  of  Newport.  On  the  29th  day  of  December 
following,  my  time  of  service  having  expired,  I 
returned  home  to  my  family.  This  was  the  coldest 
winter  known  during  the  last  century.  The  river 
and  bay  were  frozen  over  so  thick  that  people  with 
loaded  teams  passed  all  the  way  from  Fall  River  to 
Newport  on  the  ice.  I  continued  in  the  service  of 
my  country  until  about  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  when  I  removed  from  Fall  River  to 
Tiverton,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  where  I 
lived  about  thirty  years.  During  this  time  I  was 
elected  by  my  fellow-citizens  to  several  offices  in 
town,  and  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
for  many  years. 


"  When  Thomas  Jefferson  was  elected  President 
of  the  United  States  in  1801,  and  the  Democratic 
fever  raged  to  the  highest  pitch,  I  was  What  was 
then  called  a  Federalist,  and  having  repeatedly 
sworn  to  support  the  Federal  Constitution,  could  not 
consent  to  turn  my  coat  wrong  side  out.  I  wax 
therefore  not  permitted  to  hold  any  office  for  some 
time  after.  But  in  time  this  party  fever  abated,  and 
finally  the  people  united  in  electing  Mr.  Monroe, 
under  the  general  appellation  of  Federal  Republi- 
cans. Attempts  have  since  been  made  to  alter  the 
Constitution,  that  noble  fabric  reared  by  the  Revolu- 
tionary patriots,  and  should  they  succeed  it  will  be, 
in  my  estimation,  like  sewing  new  cloth  to  an  old 
garment." 


CHAPTER  XXV. 
FALL  niVKR.— (CWiaaetf.) 

TBI  MAMUFACTUUING  1MTKBKST. 

Tli*  Pioneer  Cotton  Manufacturer  In  Fall  River— Cut,  Jue*|ih  Dnrfe*— 
Tba  Viral  Mill— The  Fall  River  Manufactory— Tlie  Troy  Collou  and 
Woolan  Manufactory— The  Pocaaeet  Manufacturing  Company — Tha 
A unawan  Manufactory — Tha  Metecoiuet  M unufacruriug  Company — 
Tha  American  Unas  Company— Union  Manufacturing  Company  — 
Tli a  Granite  Mllle-The  Hobaauu  Mllla— Tba  Tecun 
lhirreeMllle-Tbe  Da  vol  1 
pany— Tba 


pany— The  Wamp 
■Philip  Mille-Tl.o  Crreoenl  Mlll.-The  Mnutaup  Mllla-The  Oaboru 
Mllle-Tbe  Chaee  Milh>-Tfae  Flint  Mllla-Tha  Burden  City  Mllle- 
TLe  Sagamore  Mill*— The  Sliove  Milk— Tha  Barnard  Mauaurtnriiig 
Company— The  Ooonnlcut  Mllle-The  QMS  Yern-Mlllo-The  Bourne 
Ulll-Tba  Laurel  Lake  Mllla— Tba  Daraaby  Muuafnrturiiig  Oaf** 
pany— The  rail  River  Bleachery— WamanlU  Sloan  Woolen  Mill— 
Tha  Wyssilug  Mill*— Til*  Maaaatoll  Manufacturing  Company— Fall 
River  Merino  Company  —  Veil  River  Spool  ami  Bobbin  Company— Th* 
Vail  River  IronWorka  Company — Fall  Itlver  Machine  Company — 
Hargiavea  Manufacturing  Company — The  VaU  River  flea- Work*— 
The  Manufacturer*'  Ga*>Llght  Company — Walappa  Reservoir  Com- 
pany— American  Printing  Company— Union  Belt  Company— Globe 
Street  lUllway-The  Qm-nuethan  Mllla  -An  Old  Landmalk 

Tiir  manufacturing  of  cotton  in  Fall  River  dates 
back  to  1811,  when  Col.  Joseph  Durfee,  in  company 
with  a  few  others,  erected  a  small  wooden  factory  in 
what  is  now  knowu  as  Globe  village.  This  pioneer 
establishment  was  continued  until  1829,  when  it  was 
changed  into  a  print-works,  and  finally  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1834.  This  enterprise  was  nut  practically  suc- 
cessful, probably  for  the  lack  in  the  promoters  of 
practical  knowledge  of  the  business.  Col.  Durfee  was 
a  prominent  citizen,  anil  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  was  a  zealous  patriot,  and  held  the  rauk  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel in  a  regiment  recruited  from  this 
section. 

The  Fall  River  Manufactory.— The  year  1813 
ushered  in  an  important  era  in  the  history  of  Fall 
River.  That  year  witnessed  the  organization  of  the 
first  regular  cloth  manufacturing  enterprise  ou  a  sub- 
stantial basis  in  the  town.  In  the  mouth  of  March 
two  companies  were  incorporated,— the  Fall  River 
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Manufactory  and  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manu- 
factory. The  Fall  River  company  was  organised  with 
n  capital  of  $40,000,  it*  prominent  promoters  being 
Daniel  Anthony,  Dexter  Wheeler,  and  Abraham 
Bowen,  with  Anthony  as  treasurer  and  agent.  Mr. 
Anthony  was  a  native  of  Somerset.  The  mill  «s« 
erected  in  1813,  and  was  sixty  by  forty-five  feet,  three 
stories  high,  with  1500  spindles.  It  went  into  opera- 
tion in  October,  1813,  and  was  the  first  cotton-spin- 
ning organisation  in  the  village  of  Fall  River.  Power 
weaving  was  first  done  in  this  factory  in  1817,  the 
weavers  receiving  $2.80  per  week,  and  in  1819  the 
employ**  numbered  about  thirty-five.  The  factory 
erected  in  1813  was  enlarged  in  1827,  and  again  in 
183!),  and  was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  In  18G8.  The 
following  year  the  present  factory  was  erected.  It  is 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  fret  long,  seventy-three 
feet  wide,  five  stories  high.  The  mill  contain*  640 
looms  and  27,080  spindles.  The  Fall  River  Manu- 
factory was  incorporated  in  1820,  with  a  capital  of 
$150,000,  which  has  been  increased  to  $180,000,  it* 
present  capital. 

The  present  officer*  of  the  corporation  are  as  fol- 
lows :  President,  John  8.  Drayton  ;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Holder  D.  Durfee;  Directors,  John  8.  Drayton, 
Christopher  Dordcn,  II .  D.  Durfee,  A.  8.  Covel,  and 
J.  M.  Morton,  Jr. 

The  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufacturing 
Company. — Coincident  with  the  starting  of  the  Fall 
River  Manufactory  was  that  of  the  Troy  Manufac- 
turing Company.  The  articles  of  association  upon 
which  this  enterprise  was  inaugurated  arc  dated,  a* 
approved,  March  8,  1813:  "Article*  of  agreement 
for  the  regulation  and  wcll-nrderiug  the  concerns 
and  proceedings  of  the  subscribers  associated  for  the 
pur|HMe  of  building  a  manufactory  of  cotton  or  other 
goods  in  the  town  of  Troy,  county  of  Bristol  and 
commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $50,000,  divided  into  one  hundred  shares,  to  be 
paid  by  instalment*.  Article  First:  The  company 
shall  bo  know  n  and  called  by  the  name  of  the  Troy 
Manufacturing  Company,  etc."  The  articles,  eleven 
in  number,  were  signed  by  the  following-named  per- 
sons, together  subscribing  for  all  the  share*,  namely : 
Anicy  Dorden,  Clark  Chace,  Oliver  Chace,  James 
Maxwell,  Jonathan  Drown,  William  8lade,  N.  M. 
Wheatnn,  Oliver  Earl,  Eltcr  Slade,  Joseph  O.  Luther, 
Sheirel  Weaver,  John  Staekford  for  Charles  Wheaton 
and  self,  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  Jnmca  Driacol,  Benja- 
min Slndc,  Moses  Bufliiiton,  Nathan  Sladc,  Daniel 
Duffinton,  Hezekiah  Wilson,  Dcnjamiri  E.  Dennett, 
Joseph  Duffinton,  Walter  Durfee,  Wiliam  Read,  Rob- 
inson Duffinton,  John  Martin,  and  Dcnjamin  Dulfin- 
ton.  Article  Second -providing  for  an  annual  meet- 
ing, nt  which  were  to  be  chosen  a  moderator,  clerk, 
and  standing  committee,  consisting  of  five  persons, 
"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  transact  and  do  all  the  busi- 
ness or  the  company  during  the  year;"  this  annual 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  wns  holden  on  the  7th 


|  of  June,  and  James  Maxwell,  8he(fel  Weaver,  Nathan 
Wheeler,  Benjamin  Slade,  and  Jonathan  Urown  were 
chosen  standing  committee  for  the  ensuing  twelve- 
month.   At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  petition  the 

!  Legislature  for  a  charter  for  incorporation.  This 
charter  having  been  issued  Feb.  22,  1814,  a  meeting 
was  holden  July  25. 1814,  to  organize  under  their  act, 
and  the  name  of  the  company  was  changed  to  the 
Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufactory.  There  i* 
nlso  a  record  of  a  meeting  on  tho  7th  of  the  same 
month,  at  which  it  was  voted  to  increase  the  amount 
of  capital  $16,000,  assessing  each  share  $40,  payable 
quarterly  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Troy  Company's  mill  was  built  of  stone  gath- 
ered from  the  neighboring  fields,  and  designed  to  run 
two  thousand  spindles.  The  building  was  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  feet  long,  thirty-seven  feet  wide,  four 
stories,  and  had  a  low  hip  roof.  It  was  located  at  the 
foot  of  the  fall,  near  to  or  directly  on  the  site  of  an 
old  saw-mill.  The  date  of  it*  commencing  operation 
was  about  the  middlo  of  March,  1814,  the  building 
having  been  finished  iu  the  previous  September. 

Oliver  Chace  was  the  originator  and  agent  of  these 
mills. 

In  1821  the  Troy  Company  had  erected  a  small 
building  where  the  old  saw-mill  previously  referred 
to  stood,  which  was  called  the  "Little  Mill."  Thi* 
addition  was  nearly  ready  for  occupation  when  the 
main  building  was  burned,  and  was  immediately 
equipped  with  the  few  carders  and  looms  rescued 
from  the  fire  and  a  small  supplement  of  machinery 
from  the  Globe,  and  put  in  operation. 

In  1843  an  addition  of  stone,  three  stories  high  and 
seventy-five  by  forty-seven  feet  in  proportions  on  the 
ground,  was  made  to  the  original  Troy  Mill.  Ten 
year*  later  thi*  new  part  was  raised  two  stories  and 
the  building  extended  eighty  feet  on  the  south,  all  the 
old  wooden  erections  being  removed.  In  1860  the 
original  mill  of  1823  was  removed,  and  the  part 
known  as  the  New  Mill  erected  on  the  north  reach- 
ing to  Dedford  Street,  two  hundred  and  ninety-six 
feet  long,  seventy  feet  wide,  and  five  stories  high. 

Oliver  Chace  remained  agent  of  the  Troy  until 
1822.  when  he  accepted  a  similar  position  with  the 
Pocassct  Company. 

The  mill  contains  061  looms  and  38,928  spindles. 
The  present  capital  is  $300,000.  The  present  officers 
nre:  President,  Jefferson  Dorden;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Richard  D.  Dorden  ;  Directors,  Jefferson  Dor- 
den, Stephen  Davol,  Thomas  J.  Borden,  John  8. 
i  Drayton,  Richard  D.  Borden. 

The  Pocasset  Manufacturing  Company  was  or- 
ganised In  1821,  with  a  paid  in  capital  of  $100,000, 
with  8amuel  Rodman  a*  president  and  principal 
I  owner.  The  original  stockholders  were  eight  in 
number,  namely,  Samuel  Rodman,  Abraham  Bowen, 
Oliver  Chace,  Clark  Chace,  William  8lade,  Nathaniel 
D.  Dorden,  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  and  Edward  Bennett. 
Oliver  Chace  became  the  first  agent.  The  first  build- 
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ing  erected  was  that  known  u  the  "  Bridge  Mill."  It 
was  forty  by  one  hundred  feet,  three  stories  high. 
This  was  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  1843. 

The  Pocasset  Company  seemed  to  have  made  it  a 
point  to  encourage  smaller  manufacturers,  and  to  this 
end  erected  buildings  successively  for  some  ten  or 
fifteen  years,  which  were  leased  to  other  parties.  A 
small  building  to  the  west  of  the  ell  of  the  old 
"  Bridge  Mill"  was  occupied  by  Job  Eddy,  of  New 
Bedford,  and  subsequently  by  Edward  and  Oliver  S. 
Hawes  and  others  for  printing  calicoes  in  u  small  way, 
but  this  was  of  short  continuance. 

In  the  fall  of  1824,  Andrew  Robeson,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, came  to  Fall  River  to  establish  a  calico-printing 
business,  and  made  arrangements  with  the  Pocasset 
Company  to  occupy  a  part  of  the  building  erected  in 
1825,  and  known  as  the  Satinet  Factory.  The  capital 
($60,000)  for  this  enterprise  was  generally  subscribed 
in  New  Bedford.  The  south  half  of  this  building 
was  occupied  by  J,  &  J.  Eddy  for  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods  (whence  the  name  "Satinet"),  and  con- 
tinued to  be  so  used  by  them  till  the  erection  of  the 
Wamsutta  Steam  Woolen-Mill,  on  "  Mosquito  Island," 
In  1849.  Id  1826  a  stone  building,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Quequechan  Mill,  known  in  those  days  as  the 
"  New  Pocasset,"  was  erected  and  leased  to  A.  A  J. 
Shove,  who  sub-leased  the  north  half  to  Chase  & 
Luther,  both  firms  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  into  yarn  and  cloth.  The  succeeding  year  still 
another  stone  building  was  put  up,  which  was  after- 
wards known  as  the  "Massasoit,"  and  now  as  the 
"  Watuppa  Mill."  It  was  a  building  so  large  that  it 
was  considered  no  one  firm  would  want  to  occupy  the 
whole  of  it,  hence  a  partition-wall  was  run  from  the 
foundation  to  the  roof,  and  two  wheel-pita  put  in. 

January,  1881,  Molden  Borden  leased  the  whole 
mill  and  proceeded  with  a  master  hand  to  develop 
the  manufacturing  business.  The  mill  was  furnished 
with  nine  thousand  spindles,  and  was  from  the  begin- 
ning successful.  This  enterprise  of  Holden  Borden 
gave  character  to  the  business  and  definitely  settled 
the  future  of  Fall  River  as  a  manufacturing  centre. 
From  that  time  onward  the  growth  of  Fall  River  as  a 
cotton  manufacturing  city  has  been  almost  phenom- 
enal. 

The  old  Quequechan  Mill,  which  commenced  opera- 
tions in  1820,  and  was  owned  by  the  company,  has 
been  taken  down  and  mills  No.  2  on  Pocasset  Street 
and  No.  8  on  Central  Street  built.  The  company  now 
run  66,112  spindles  and  1386  looms  on  Bheeting,  shirt- 
ing, drilling,  duck,  and  print  cloths ;  employ  730 
hands.  Capital,  91,161,000.  President,  Samuel  W. 
Rodman,  Boston ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Bradford  D. 
Davol,  Fall  River;  Directors,  Samuel  W.  Rodman, 
Stephen  Davol,  F.  M.  Weld,  B.  R.  Weld,  Horatio 
Hathaway,  Thomas  R.  Rodman,  Alfred  Rodman. 

The  Ammwan  Manufactory  was  incorporated 
Feb.  8,  1825,  with  a  capital  of  $160,000.  One  of  the 
lower  water  privileges  on  the  Fall  Itiver  stream  was 


purchased  of  the  Fall  River  Iron-Works  Company,  ami 
a  brick  mill,  with  finished  stone  in  the  lower  stories, 
immediately  erected  under  the  supervision  of  Maj. 
Bradford  Durfee.  He  was  also  the  agent  of  the  mill. 
Thirteen  persons  took  all  the  stock,  as  follows:  Abra- 
ham and  Isaac  Wilkinson,  four  shares ;  Bradford 
Durfee,  two;  William  Valentine, two;  Joseph  Butler, 
two;  Richard  Borden,  two;  Holden  Borden,  four; 
Benjamin  Rodman,  eight;  Francis  Rotch,  one  ;  Wil- 
liam B.  Rotch,  one;  Thomas  Swain,  one;  William 
Swain,  one ;  Charles  W.  Morgan,  two.  Of  this  capi- 
tal one  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  paid  in. 

The  Annawan  contains  102  looms  and  10,016 
Bpindles.  Capital,  $160,000.  The  present  officer*  are 
as  follows:  President,  Jefferson  Borden;  Clerk,  Rich- 
ard B.  Borden  ;  Treasurer,  Thomas  8.  Borden ;  Direc- 
tors, Jefferson  Borden,  R.  B.  Borden,  A.  8.  Covel,  John 
8.  Brayton,  Thomas  S.  Borden. 

The  Metaoomet  Manufacturing  Company. — The 
mill  owned  by  this  company  was  built  in  1847  by  the 
Fall  River  Iron-Works  Company,  and  owned  exclu- 
sively by  that  corporation,  which  also  owned  the  Fall 
River  Oas- Works  Company,  the  Fall  River  and  Provi- 
dence Steamboat  Company,  and  the  Fall  River  Ma- 
chine Company.  These  five  companies  were  operated 
in  conjunction  until  1880,  when  a  division  occurred. 
The  Metacomvt  Mill  contains  25,760  spindles  and  592 
looms.  Capital,  $288,000.  The  present  officers  are 
as  follows  i  President,  Jeflerson  Borden ;  Clerk  and 
Treasurer,  Thomas  8.  Bordcu ;  Directors,  Jeflerson 
Borden,  John  S.  Bray tou,  R.  B.  Borden,  A.  8.  Tripp, 
Robert  C.  Brown,  and  David  A.  Brayton,  Jr. 

The  American  Linen  Company— The  year  1852 
witnessed  the  establishing  of  n  new  industry  in  this 
city.  This  was  the  American  Linen  Company,  organ- 
ised for  manufacturing  the  finer  linon  fabrics  on  a 
large  scale.  This  corporation  owns  two  mills.  No.  1 
Mill,  301  feet  by  63,  four  stories  high,  was  erected  in 
1852.  In  1868  the  production  was  changed  to  coltou 
print  cloths,  and  the  mill  was  enlarged.  No.  2  Mill 
was  built  in  1866,  399  feet  long,  72  feet  wide,  and  five 
stories  high.  These  mills  contain  1973  looms  and 
82,452 spindles.  Capital,  $400,000.  Walter  Paine  (3d) 
was  treasurer  and  agent  from  its  organisation  to  1879, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Philip  D.  Borden.  The 
present  officers  are  as  follows  : 

President,  Jeflerson  Borden ;  Clerk,  Daniel  E. 
Chace ;  Treasurer,  Philip  D.  Borden  ;  Superintendent, 
Jamea  P.  HUtodj  Directors,  Jefferson  Borden,  Rich- 
tml  B.  Borden,  John  8.  Brayton,  A.  8.  Tripp,  Na- 
thaniel Lindsey,  Fall  River;  Horace  M.  Barnes, 
Hrialol;  W.  H.  Peurcc,  Providence. 

The  Union  Cotton  Manufacturing  Company.— 
The  Union  Mill  Company  wa»  incor|Hiratcd  Dec,  31, 
1859,  with  a  capital  of  $175,000.  The  first  officers 
were  EL  Angler  Chace,  president;  David  Anthony, 
treasurer ;  8iineon  Borden,  clerk ;  and  8.  A.  Chace, 
David  Anthony,  Hale  Remington,  William  Mason, 
Charles  O.  Shove,  and  Charles  P.  Dring,  directors. 
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Tii  i-  enterprise  was  successful,  and  gavo  an  impetus 
to  ninmtfncturing  unci  to  the  growth  of  the  city  in 
every  direction.  No.  1  Mill  was  completed  in  1860, 
and  No.  2  in  1865. 

During  the  financial  troubles  in  1879  the  property 
of  the  Union  Mill  Company  was  sold  to  the  creditors 
and  reorganized  as  the  Union  Cotton  Manufacturing 
Company.  No.  3  Mill  was  subsequently  completed, 
and  the  mills  now  contain  89,608  spindles  and  2122 
looms.  The  present  capital  is  1760,000.  The  present 
officers  are: 

President,  William  D.  Forbes;  Clerk,  Joseph  F. 
Ktinwlet ;  Treasurer,  Thomas  K.  Brayton;  Directors, 
William  D.  Forbes,  Charles  Whitney,  Boston;  A.  II. 
Scahury,  Thomas  II.  Wilcox,  New  Bedford;  John  II. 
Anthony,  Providence;  Theodore  Dean,  Taunton; 
F.  H.  Stafford,  Henry  C.  Lincoln,  James  M.  Morton, 
Jr.,  Fall  River. 

The  Granite  Mill*  were  incorporated  March  8, 
1803,  with  William  Mason  as  president,  Charles  O. 
Shove  treasurer,  and  William  Mason,  Lazarus  Bor- 
den, Edmund  Chase,  8amucl  Hathaway,  Charles  O. 
Shove,  and  Charles  P.  Stiekney,  first  board  of  direc- 
tors. The  originator  of  this  enterprise  was  Charles  O. 
Shove,  who  for  several  years  previously  had  contem- 
plated the  erection  of  a  cotton-mill.  The  original 
capital  was  ♦22/5,000,  which  was  increased  to  #400,000 
in  May,  1864.  and  to  $415,000  the  following  July,  but 
in  1871  was  reduced  to  $400,000,  its  present  capital. 

No.  1  Mill,  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  feet 
long,  seventy  feet  wide,  five  stories  high,  commenced 
running  in  January,  1865,  and  the  first  lot  of  cotton 
was  manufactured  at  a  loss  of  $60,000.  Soon  after, 
however,  a  rapid  change  for  the  belter  took  place,  the 
profits  of  the  corporation  were  large,  and  in  1871  No. 
2  Mill  was  erected,  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
feet  long,  seventy-four  feet  wide,  five  stories  high. 
The  two  mills  contain  79,000  spindles  and  1902  looms. 

Mr.  Charles  O.  Shove  was  the  active  manufacturer 
and  financial  manager  of  these  mills  until  his  death 
in  July,  1875,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Charles  M.  Shove,  who  is  the  present  clerk  and  treas- 
urer. The  present  officers  of  the  company  are  as  fol- 
lows: President,  William  Mason;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Charles  M.  Shove ;  Directors,  W.  Mason.  Ed- 
mund Chase,  John  S.  Brayton,  Iram  Smith,  John  P. 
Slade,  Charles  M.  Shove,  and  Frank  8.  8tevens. 

The  Robeson  Mills. — This  corporation  was  organ- 
ized Dec.  1,  1865,  with  the  following  board  of  direc- 
tors: Andrew  Robeson,  Jr.,  Charles  P.  Stiekney, 
Samuel  Hathaway,  William  .C.  Davol,  Jr.,  Linden 
Cook,  Samuel  Castncr,  and  Josiah  Brown.  Samuel 
Hathaway  was  elected  president,  and  Linden  Cook 
treasurer.  The  new  corporation  took  the  name  Robe- 
son Mills,  from  Andrew  Robeson,  Sr.,  and  was  incor- 
porated Feb.  20,  1866.  A  brick  mill,  three  stories 
high,  with  a  French  roof,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  feet  long  and  seventy-six  foet  wide,  was  erected 
during  the  year  1866,  and  commenced  running  in 


March,  1867.  The  mill  has  since  been  enlarged,  and 
now  contains  23,648  spindles  and  600  looms.  Capital, 
$260,000.  The  present  officers  are:  President,  Linden 
Cook  ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Linden  Cook ;  Directors, 
Linden  Cook,  William  R.  Robeson,  Dan  forth  Horton, 
Frank  8.  Stevens,  Louts  Robeson,  E.  E.  Hathoway, 
and  Samuel  Luther. 

The  Tec  urn  sen  Mills.— These  mills  were  incor- 
porated Feb.  8,  1866.  Augustus  Chace,  James  W. 
Hartley,  John  P.  Slade,  and  their  associates  were  in- 
corporated as  the  Tecumsch  Mills  Company,  with  a 
capital  of  $350,000,  in  shares  of  $1000  each.  This 
stock  was  taken  by  eighty-nine  subscribers.  Land 
was  purchased  on  Hartwell  Street,  bordering  also  on 
the  Qucquechan  River,  a  short  distance  above  the 
upper  or  Troy  dam,  and  immediate  steps  taken  for 
the  erection  of  a  mill  of  about  20,000  spindles.  Au- 
gustus Chace  was  elected  president,  Isaac  B.  Chace 
treasurer,  and  the  following  board  of  directors:  Au- 
gustus Chace,  James  W.  Hartley,  Louis  L.  Barnard, 
Lazarus  Borden,  Jonathan  T.  Lincoln,  Cook  Borden, 
and  Da u forth  Horton. 

The  mill  was  completed  and  running  in  1866.  In 
1873  No.  2  mill  was  completed.  No.  1  mill  has  23,472 
spindles  and  589  looms,  and  No.  2  has  22,576  spindles 
and  576  looms.    Capital,  $500,000. 

The  present  officers  aro  as  follows:  President,  Au- 
gustus Chace;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Frank  II. 
Dwelly;  Directors,  Augustus  Chace,  Samuel  Wad- 
dington,  D.  T.  Wilcox,  John  Southworth,  8.  B.  Chase, 
George  E.  Hoar,  George  W.  Nowell,  Jerome  C.  Bor- 
den, and  Leontine  Lincolu. 

The  Dnrfee  Mills. — This  company  was  organized  in 
1876  with  a  capital  of  $500,000,  and  named  in  honor 
of  Maj.  Bradford  Durfee,  whose  son  was  the  principal 
stockholder  and  original  president.  This  corporation 
owns  three  mills.  No.  1  was  built  in  1866,  No.  2  in 
1871,  and  No.  3  in  1881.  This  has  the  largest  capacity 
of  any  corporation  in  the  city,  having  109,860  spindles 
and  2734  looms.  Capital,  $600,000.  The  present 
officers  are :  President,  John  8.  Brayton ;  Clerk  and 
Treasurer,  David  A.  Brayton,  Jr.;  Directors,  John 
8.  Brayton,  Hezekiah  A.  Brayton,  and  David  A. 
Brayton,  Jr. 

The  Davol  Mills  Company  was  organized  Dec.  1, 
1866,  and  incorporated  in  1867,  nineteen  persons  con- 
tributing the  entire  capital  of  $270,000,  and  named 
after  one  of  the  conspicuous  promoters  of  cotton 
manufacturing,  William  0.  Davol.  A  site  was  se- 
lected above  the  dam  and  on  the  west  side  of  the 
pond,  in  such  proximity  to  the  latter  as  to  assure  a 
convenient  supply  of  pure  water  for  steam  purposes. 
Ground  was  broken  for  the  foundation  April  1, 1867, 
and  on  the  11th  of  March,  1868,  the  first  yard  of  cloth 
was  woven. 

This  company  has  two  mills,  with  an  aggregate  of 
30,496  spindles  and  768  looms.  The  company  was 
reorganized  in  1880,  and  has  a  capital  of  $400,000. 
The  present  officers  are :  President,  Frank  8.  Stevens ; 
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Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Charles  M.  81adc ;  Directors, 
William  C.  Davol,  Frank  8.  Stevens,  Jonathan  81sde, 
E.  E.  Hathaway,  W.  C.  Davol,  Jr.,  Charles  R.  Batt, 
William  A.  Haskell,  Daniel  Denny,  Boston. 

The  Merchants'  Manufacturing  Company.— 
This  company  was  organized  Oct  24,  1866,  with  a 
capital  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

On  the  2d  of  November  following  a  permanent  or- 
ganization of  the  company  was  arranged,  W.  H.  Jen- 
nings being  chosen  treasurer  and  corporation  clerk, 
and  James  Henry,  W.  H.  Jennings,  Augustus  Chace, 
L.  L.  Barnard,  Robert  S.  Gibbe,  Charles  II.  Dean, 
Crawford  E.  Lindsey,  Robert  K.  Remington,  and 
Lafayette  Nichols,  directors.  At  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing James  Henry  was  chosen  president,  aud  Mr. 
Jennings,  clerk. 

The  promoter  of  this  enterprise  was  Mr.  William 
H.  Jennings,  a  man  of  great  business  euergy  and 
tact  As  illustrative  of  this  fact,  it  is  said  that  he 
secured  all  the  capital,  $800,000,  in  the  brief  period 
of  two  days.  The  mill  was  erected  in  1867,  and  in 
February,  1868,  the  first  cloth  was  made,  and  in  the 
following  fall  was  in  full  operation.  In  1872  a  large 
addition  to  the  mill  was  completed,  thus  making  it 
the  largest  mill  under  one  roof  in  Fall  River.  It 
contains  90,656  spindles  and  2100  looms ;  capital, 
$800,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  President, 
James  Henry;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Simeon  H. 
Chase;  Directors,  James  Henry,  William  II.  Jen- 
nings, Augustus  Chace,  James  M.  Osborn,  Richard 
B.  Borden,  Robert  T.  Davis,  Samuel  Wadington, 
Andrew  J.  Borden. 

The  Mechanics'  Milla.— This  corporation  was 
chartered  May  25,  1868,  and  organised  ou  the  1st  of 
the  following  July  with  the  following  officers:  Presi- 
dent and  Agent,  Thomas  J.  Borden ;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, D.  H.  Dyer;  Directors,  Thomas  J.  Borden, 
Stephen  Davol,  Lazarus  Borden,  Job  B.  French, 
Southard  H.  Miller,  B.  M.  C.  Durfee,  Tillinghaat 
Records,  James  M.  Morton,  Jr.,  and  A.  D.  Easton. 

The  capital  stock  was  fixed  at  $750,000,  divided 
into  7500  shares  of  $100  each.  The  stock  was  largely 
distributed  among  parties  of  small  means,  there 
being  in  all  828  stockholders,  188  of  whom  owned 
from  1  to  10  shares  each,  and  73  owned  from  11 
to  25  shares  each,  making  261  stockholders,  no  one 
of  whom  owned  over  $2500  of  the  stock,  and  aver- 
aging less  than  $1000  each.  The  organization  of 
the  Merchants'  Manufacturing  Company  in  1867, 
with  a  capital  of  $800,000  and  about  150  stock- 
holders, and  of  the  Mechanics'  Mills  in  1868,  with  a 
capital  of  $760,000  and  328  stockholders,  were  the 
development  of  a  new  featuro  in  the  ownership  of 
manufacturing  property  in  Fall  River,  all  previous 
enterprises  of  the  kind  having  been  associations  of 
parties  of  considerable  wealth,  while  these  two  were 
the  result  of  bringing  together  in  large  amounts  the 
funds  of  parties  of  very  moderate  capital. 


The  mills  were  completed  aud  running  in  18(19. 
Thomas  J.  Borden  remaiued  president  until  1871, 
when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by-  Stephen 
Davol.  D.  H.  Dyer  was  treasurer  until  1871,  when 
Thomas  J.  Borden  succeeded,  and  continued  until 
February,  1876,  when  George  B.  Durfee  was  ap|>ointed. 
He  was  succeeded  in  1879  by  Frank  S.  Stevens,  who 
held  the  office  about  two  years,  when  he  resigned,  and 
H.  N.  Durfee,  the  present  treasurer,  was  appointed. 
James  M.  Morton,  Jr.,  the  present  clerk,  was  ap- 
pointed Feb.  3,  1870.  These  mills  have  58,712  spin- 
dles and  1830  looms.    Capital,  $750,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President,  8tephen 
Davol ;  Clerk,  James  M.  Morton,  Jr. ;  Treasurer, 
Horatio  N.  Durfee;  Directors,  Stephen  Davol,  Job 
B.  French,  Thomas  J.  Borden,  Tillinghast  Records, 
Southard  H.  Miller,  James  M.  Morton,  Jr.,  John  B. 
Hathaway,  F.  S.  Stevens,  John  S.  Bray  ton. 

The  Stafford  Mills  was  organized  Dec  12,  1870, 
with  a  capital  of  $500,000.  Foster  H.  Stafford  was 
elected  president  and  agent,  aud  Shubael  P.  Lovell 
clerk  and  treasurer,  with  Uie  following  board  uf  direc- 
tors: F.  H.  Station),  Samuel  Hathaway,  Charles  P. 
Stickney,  Robert  T.  Davis,  William  C.  Duvol,  Wil- 
liam L.  Slade,  Dan  forth  Horton,  Edmund  Chase,  and 
Weaver  Osborn. 

March  18,  1871,  this  corporation  was  dissolved,  and 
the  subscribers,  twenty-two  in  number,  reorganized 
under  a  special  charter  granted  to  Charles  P.  Stick- 
ney, Sainuol  Hathaway,  Foster  II.  Stafford,  and  their 
associates  as  the  "Stafford  Mills,"  with  a  capital  of 
$550,000.  The  persons  chosen  officers  in  the  first  or- 
ganization were  elected  to  the  same  positions  under 

The  company  assumed  the  name  of  "Stafford 
Mills,"  in  honor  of  their  president,  who  was  the  pro- 
jector of  the  enterprise,  and  whose  long  experience, 
untiring  devotion  to  the  business,  and  proved  skill 
and  success  had  justly  earned  him  the  confidence  ami 
esteem  of  his  associates. 

Tho  mill  was  erected  in  1872,  and  now  contains 
38,800  spindles  and  966  looms.    Capital,  $550,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  Prosideut,  F.  H. 
Stafford;  Clerk  aud  Treasurer,  Albert  E.  Busworth; 
Agent,  F.  H.  Stafford  ;  Directors,  F.  II.  Stafford.  R. 
T.  Davis,  Edmtind  Chase,  Danforth  Horton,  William 
L.  Slade,  William  Mason,  Irani  Smith,  Frank  6. 
Stevens,  and  E.  K.  Hathaway. 

The  Slade  Mill  was  organized  May  1,  1871,  ito 
principal  promoters  being  William  L.  and  Jonathan 
Slade,  Benjamin  Hall,  the  Dwtdly  hoirs,  Frank  S. 
Stevens,  John  C.  Milne,  W.  aud  J.  M.  Osborn,  Rich- 
ard B.  and  Thomas  J.  Borden,  S.  Angier  Chace,  David 
A.  Brayton,  B.  M.  C.  Durfee,  and  William  Valentine. 
William  M.  Slade  was  chosen  president,  aud  James 
M.  Osborn  treasurer.  These  mills  coutain  37,04<» 
spindles  and  875  looms.  Capital,  $550,000.  The 
present  officers  are  as  follows:  President,  William  L. 
Slade ;  Clerk  aud  Treasurer,  Henry  8.  Feuner;  Direc- 
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tore,  William  I*  Slado,  Jerome  Dwclly,  Frank  8. 
Stevens,  Benjamin  Hall,  Jonathan  Blade,  John  C. 
Milne,  Daniel  Wilbnr,  Henry  8.  Fenner,  George  W. 
Hills. 

The  Weetamoe  Mills  Company.— The  first  meet- 
ing for  the  organization  of  thin  company  was  held 
Dec.  29, 1870,  and  the  following  directors  were  chosen : 
I  L.  Barnard,  Job  B.  French,  Jonathan  I.  Hilliard, 
Josiah  C.  Blaisdell,  William  Lindsey,  Francis  B. 
Hood,  Henry  C.  Lincoln,  E.  C.  Kilbtirn,  and  D.  H. 
Dyer.  L.  L.  Barnard  was  elected  president,  and  D.  H. 
Dyer,  treasurer.  The  act  of  incorporation  is  dated 
Feb.  24,  1871.  The  number  of  original  subscribers 
was  two  hundred  and  seventy-five.  Land  for  a  mill- 
site  was  purchased  on  the  banks  of  Taunton  River, 
near  Slade's  Ferry,  and  the  new  corporation  assumed 
the  name  of  "  Weetamoe,"  after  the  Queen  of  the 
Pocassets,  who  was  drowned  near  by  in  crossing  the 
river.  Another  tract  of  land,  north  of  Mcchanics- 
villc,  was  purchased  for  tenement  houses.  Work  on 
the  mill  building  was  begun  in  March,  1872,  and 
within  ten  months  the  looms  were  running  off  cloth. 

The  mill  is  of  brick,  three  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
long,  seventy-four  feet  wide,  and  five  stories  high,  with 
basement. 

The  first  steps  in  the  organization  of  this  company 
were  taken  by  D.  Hartwcll  Dyer,  who  opened  the 
books  for  subscriptions,  anil  he  also  drew  the  plans 
for  the  erection  of  the  mills.    The  mill  contains 

34,080  spindles  and  860  looms.    Capital,  *550,  

The  present  officers  nro  as  follows :  President,  Job  B. 
French ;  Clerk,  John  E.  Blaisdell ;  Treasurer,  Wil- 
liam Lindsey;  Directors,  Job  B.  French,  Elijah  C. 
Kilbnrn,  Josiah  C.  Blaisdell,  Henry  Q  Lincoln,  Wil- 
Ham  Lindsey,  John  P.  8lade,  William  H.  Ashley. 

The  Richard  Borden  Manufacturing  Company 
was  organized  May  19,  1871,  the  entire  capital  of 
(900,000  being  taken  by  twelve  individuals.  Thomas 
J.  Borden  was  elected  treasurer  and  corporation  clerk, 
and  Richard  Borden,  Philip  D.  Borden,  Thomas  J. 
Borden,  Richard  B.  Borden,  and  A.  8.  Covel,  direc- 
tors. Richard  Borden  was  chosen  president  at  the 
second  meeting  of  the  board. 

The  mill,  which  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  struc- 
tures for  manufacturing  purposes  in  the  country,  was 
erected  and  "wound  up"  under  the  personal  su|icr- 
vision  of  Thomas  J.  Borden,  who  made  the  plans  of 
construction  and  machine  equipment.  Itwas  started  in 
rvl.m.iry,  1873.  The  present  number  of  spindles  are  j 
46,048,  with  1080  looms.  Its  production  annually  is 
14,000,000  yards  of  print  cloth. 

Col.  Richard  Borden  remained  president  until  his 
death,  in  February,  1874,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  son  Richard  B.  Borden,  who  continued  in  the 
office  until  1876,  when  he  succeeded  Thomas  J. 
Borden  as  treasurer,  and  has  officiated  in  that  ca- 
pacity to  the  present  time.   Capital,  1800,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  President, 
Thomas  J.  Borden ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Richard 


B.  Borden ;  Directors,  Thomas  J.  Borden,  Richard 

B.  Borden,  A.  8.  Covel,  Jerome  C.  Borden,  Edward 
P.  Borden,  M.  C.  D.  Borden,  and  Avery  Plumtner. 

The  Wampanoag  Mill  Company.— The  prelimi- 
nary meeting  for  the  organization  of  this  company 
was  held  May  23,  1871,  when  Stephen  Davol,  J.  D. 
Flint,  William  H.  Jennings,  L.  8.  Earl,  Walter  C. 
Durfec,  and  R.  T.  Davis  combined  for  the  purpose  of 
projecting  a  new  corporation.  On  the  31st  of  the 
same  month,  the  capital  of  $400,000  having  been  sub- 
scribed, the  company  was  organized  with  Walter  C. 
Durfee  as  treasurer  and  corporation  clerk,  and  R.  T. 
Davis,  J.  D.  Flint,  Walter  C.  Durfee,  Stephen  Davol, 
Foster  H.  Stafford,  Simeon  Borden,  George  H.  Eddy, 
A.  L.  Covel,  L.  8.  Earl,  William  H.  Jennings,  and 
John  H.  Brown,  directors.  At  a  subsequent  meeting 
R.  T.  Davis  was  chosen  president. 

No.  1  Mill  was  erected  in  1872,  and  No.  2  Mill  in 
1879.   These  mills  operate  64,872  spindles  and  160(3 
looms.  Present  capital,  $600,000.  The  present  officers 
are :  President,  Robert  T.  Davis  ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
Walter  C.  Durfec ;  Directors,  Robert  T.  Davis,  W.  C. 
Durfee,  John  D.  Flint,  Stephen  Davol,  Foster  H. 
I  Stafford,  William  H.  Jennings,  George  H.  Eddy, 
I  Simeon  Borden,  John  H.  Boone,  Daniel  Wilbur. 
The  Narragansett  Mills.— The  original  promoters 
of  this  mill  were  Dnniel  McCowan,  James  Waring, 
A.  D.  En* ton,  and  others.   The  capital,  originally 
$350,000,  was,  on  the  acceptance  of  the  charter,  July 
6,  1871,  increased  to  $400,000.    At  the  meeting  of 
I  organization,  July  12th,  James  Waring  was  chosen 
i  treasurer,  and  A.  D.  Hasten  president    The  mill  was 
finished  and  wound  up  for  operation  by  the  latter  part 
I  of  December  in  the  following  year.    Its  capacity  is 
I  32,144  spindles  and  787  looms.   The  present  officers 
are  as  follows:  President,  Robert  Henry;  Clerk  and 
Treasurer,  James  Waring  ;  Directors,  Robert  Henry, 
•Tames  Waring,  Foster  H.  Stafford,  David  T.  Wilcox, 
James  P.  Hillard,  Samuel  Wadington,  George  W. 
Nowell. 

The  King  Philip  Mills.— This  corporation  was  pro- 
jected in  1871  by  Messrs.  Elijah  C.  Kilburn  and  Craw- 
ford E.  Lindsey,  of  Fall  River,  and  Jonathan  Chacc, 
of  Valley  Falls,  R.  I.  Believing  that  the  times  were 
auspicious  for  the  establishment  of  a  company  for  the 
manufacture  of  fine  cotton  goods,  these  gentlemen  de- 
cided to  open  a  subscription  to  a  capital  of  $500,000 
for  a  mill  of  about  36,000  spindles.  Within  a  fort- 
night the  $500,000  desired  was  subscribed  (and  $160,- 
000  more  offered),  and  on  July  14, 1871,  the  company 
was  duly  organized  by  the  election  of  Mr.  C.  E.  Lind- 
sey as  president,  Mr.  E.  C.  Kilburn  as  treasurer,  Mr. 
A.  8.  Tripp  as  clerk,  and  a  board  of  eleven  directors, 
viz.,  Jonathan  Chace,  James  Henry,  8.  Angier  Chace, 

C.  E.  Lindsey,  Philip  D.  Borden,  Charles  O.  Shove, 
E.  C.  Kilburn,  A.  8.  Tripp,  Benjamin  A.  Chace, 
Simeon  Borden,  and  Charles  H.  Dean. 

Work  was  begun  on  the  foundation  of  the  No.  1 
Mill  in  October,  1871,  and  pressed  forward  until  cold 
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weather  prevented  further  operations  that  season. 
In  April,  1872,  work  was  resumed,  the  mill  building 
completed,  the  machinery  received  and  placed  in  po- 
sition, and  in  March,  1873,  the  first  piece  of  cloth  was 
woven. 

The  mill  is  situated  on  the  west  shore  of  Laurel 
Lake,  and  is  built  of  granite  quarried  on  the  prem- 
ises. It  is  three  hundred  and  twenty  by  ninety-two 
feet,  being  a  wide  mill,  so  called,  and  is  four  stories 
high  above  the  basement.  The  engine-  and  picker- 
house  is  attached  to  the  main  building,  and  is  sixty- 
five  by  fifty  feet,  and  three  stories  high. 

This  mill  contains  42,016  spindles  and  852  wide- 


The  anticipations  of  the  projectors  of  the  King 
Philip  Mills  were  fully  verified  within  a  decade  from 
the  starting  of  the  No.  1  Mill,  for  in  June,  1881,  in 
response  to  a  request  from  many  of  its  largest  stock- 
holders, the  directors  issued  a  call  for  a  meeting  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  increasing  the  capital 
stock  from  $500,000  to  $1,000,000,  and  the  erection  of 
a  new  mill.  The  corporation,  by  a  large  vote,  de- 
cided to  adopt  the  plans  proposed  by  the  directors, 
and  in  July,  1881,  ground  was  broken  for  the  founda- 
tion of  the  No.  8  Mill,  which  was  completed  in 
1882,  and  has  52.928  spindles  and  1000  looms.  This 
mill  is  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  by  ninety-two 
feet,  which,  together  with  the  No.  1  Mill  aud  engine- 
house,  presentan  unbroken  frontageof  seven  hundred 
and  forty-six  feet. 

The  two  mills  contain  94,044  spindles  and  1838 
looms,  having  more  spindles  in  operation  than  any 
other  corporation  in  the  city,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  the  Durfee  Mills.   Capital,  $1,000,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  Preaideut,  Craw- 
ford E.  Lindsey ;  Corporation  Clerk,  Azariah  8.  Tripp ; 
Treasurer,  Elijah  O.  Kilburn ;  Directors,  C.  E.  Lind- 
sey, E.  C.  Kilburn,  William  Lindsey,  Edwin  Shaw, 
Henry  H.  Earl,  Leontine  Lincoln,  Charles  E.  Fisher, 
Robert  Henry. 

The  Crescent  Mill*  were  organized  Oct.  25,  1871, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $500,000,  and  the  erection 
of  this  mill  was  soon  after  commenced,  and  tho 
main  building  is  of  granite,  339  feet  by  74,  four 
stories  and  attic  above  the  basement.  The  picker- 
house  building  in  rear  is  85  by  50  feet,  three 
stories  high.  The  first  cotton  was  put  iu  Dec.  21, 
1872,  and  the  first  cloth  produced  Feb.  8,  1873,  and 
the  entire  mill  was  in  full  operation  Aug.  30,  1873. 
The  mill  contains  33,280  spindles  and  762  looms. 

The  original  officers  of  the  corporation  were  Ben- 
jamin  Covel,  president;  Lafayette  Nichols,  treasurer; 
and  Benjamin  Covel,  L.  Nichols,  D.  A.  Chapiu,  Wil- 
liam B.  Durfee,  J.  F.  Nichols,  Joseph  Brady,  David 
F.  Brown,  O.  M.  Haflards,  and  A.  S.  Covel  consti- 
tuted the  board  of  directors. 

Mr.  Nichols  served  as  treasurer  until  Nov.  12, 1873, 
when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Borden.    Mr.  Borden  filled  the  position  until  Feb.  9, 


1876,  when  he  reaigned,  and  Mr.  A.  6.  Covel,  the 
present  treasurer,  was  elected.  Capital,  $500,000.  The 
present  officers  are  as  follows:  President,  lleujamin 
Covel ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Alphonso  S.  Covel ;  Di- 
rectors, Benjamin  Covel,  Daniel  A.  Chapin,  William 
B.  Durfee,  Alphonso  8.  Covel,  Lafayette  Nichols,  W. 
H.  Ashley,  and  N.  Amzen. 

The  Montaup  Hills  were  organized  Nov.  14, 1871, 
when  the  following  board  of  directors  was  chosen  : 
Josiah  Brown,  Bradford  D.  Davol,  George  B.  Dur- 
fee, A.  D.  Easton,  William  L.  8lade,  Isaac  Borden, 
George  H.  Hawes,  William  Valentine,  Holden  R 
Durfee,  and  Thomas  J.  Borden.  Josiah  Brown  was 
elected  president,  and  Isaac  Borden,  treasurer  and 
clerk  of  the  corporation.  The  capital  was  fixed  at 
$250,000,  and  the  name  of  "  Montaup  Mills"  adopted 
as  the  corporate  name,  suggested  by  the  Indian  uume 
of  "  Mount  Hope."  The  act  of  incorporation 
date  Dec.  1,  1871.  Tho  projector  of  these  mills 
Josiah  Brown,  Esq. 

Land  was  bought  on  tho  northern  shore  of  Ijiurel 
I^ake,  and  operations  on  the  foundation  were  begun 
Feb.  13,  1872,  and  the  work  advanced  with  such 
rapidity  that  the  engine  was  started  Jan.  2,  1873,  and 
the  weaving  Feb.  7,  1873,  or  iu  a  little  less  than  a 
year  from  the  first  breaking  of  ground. 

The  company  entered  immediately  upon  the  man- 
ufacture of  first  quality  seamless  bugs,  cotton  I  tats 
aud  duck,  running  7200  spindles  and  112  looms,  pro- 
ducing 600,000  bags  (two-bushel)  annually. 

After  about  two  years  the  style  of  goods  manufac- 
tured was  changed.  These  mills  now  operate  9120 
spindles  and  152  looms,  and  mauufucture  yarns,  plain 
aud  fancy  ducks  colored.  Capital,  $150,000.  The 
mill  is  of  brick,  242  feet  long,  74  feet  wide,  four 
stories  high.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows: 
President,  William  L.  Slade;  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
Isaac  Borden;  Directors,  William  L.  Slade,  Bradford 
D.  Davol,  Weaver  Osboru,  William  11.  Ashley,  Ben- 
jamin Greene,  Isaac  Bordon,  aud  Charles  A.  Chace. 

The  Osborn  Mills  enterprise  was  due  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  Weaver  Osborn,  Esq.,  who,  in  conaultatiou 
with  Messrs.  Easton  £  Milne  aud  Joseph  Healy,  pro- 
posed the  formation  of  a  company  with  $500,000 
capital  for  the  manufacture  of  print  cloths.  The 
books  were  opened,  and  before  niijht  the  whole  amount 
was  subscribod,  aud  the  same  evening  "  rights"  sold 
at  three  per  cent,  premium.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
original  subscribers,  thirty-five  iu  number,  was  holden 
Oct.  9,  1871,  and  the  compauy  organized  with  the 
following  board  of  directors:  Weaver  Osborn, 
Joseph  Healy,  James  T.  Milne,  Benjamin  Hall, 
Andrew  J.  Borden,  Joseph  Osborn,  Joseph  E.  Ma- 
comber,  George  T.  Hathaway,  John  C.  Milne,  1). 
H.  Dyer,  und  Edward  E.  Hathaway.  Weaver  Os- 
born was  subsequently  elected  president,  and  Joseph 
Healy  treasurer  and  clerk  of  the  corporation.  The 
capital  was  fixed  at  $500,000,  and  tho  name  of  "Os- 
born Mills,"  in  honor  of  the  president,  selected  as  the 
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corporate  name.  The  act  of  incorporation  bears 
date  Feb.  1,  1872. 

A  tract  of  land  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Laurel 
Lake,  comprising  about  fifteen  acres,  wan  secured  as 
a  mill-site.  The  mill  is  built  of  granite,  and  is  three 
hundred  and  eighteen  feet  long  by  seventy-four  feet 
wide,  five  stories  high,  with  a  flat  roof  and  a  base- 
ment, with  an  L  on  the  west  ninety  feet  by  forty, 
throe  stories  high,  aa  an  engine-  and  picker  house,  to 
which  is  attached  a  boiler-house  forty-one  feet  by 
forty  two,  two  stories  high.  The  mill  building  was 
put  up,  the  machinery  placed  in  position,  and  weav- 
ing commenced  (March  10,  1873)  in  leas  than  a  year 
from  the  time  of  beginning  work  on  the  foundation. 
The  mill  was  "  wound  up"  for  the  manufacture  of 
print  cloths  (.4  by  04,  and  contained  37,232  spindles 
and  930  looms.  The  capacity  has  been  increased 
until  now  the  spindles  number  39,256,  with  970 
looms,  manufacturing  print  cloths  and  jeans.  Capi- 
tal, $500,000.  The  present  officers  are:  President, 
Weaver  Oshorn ;  Clerk  and  Trensnrer,  Joseph  Healy ; 
Directors,  Weaver  Osborn,  Joseph  Oaborn,  John  C. 
Milne,  Joseph  Healy,  Edward  E.  Hathaway,  Benja- 
min Hall,  and  Thomas  Almy. 

The  Chace  Mills  Company  was  organized  in 
1871-72,  the  original  promoters  of  the  enterprise 
being  Augustus  Chace,  George  W.  Orinncll,  and 
J.  M.  Earl.  The  first  suggestion  of  the  new  cor- 
poration was  the  effort  of  a  Tew  gentlemen  associated 
with  Mr.  John  P.  >Slade  to  start  a  mill  a  considerable 
distance  south,  on  the  shore  of  the  Quequechan 
Pond.  The  locality  proposed  being  considered  too 
far  removed  from  the  city,  the  undertaking  resolved 
into  another  enterprise,  which  terminated  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  Chace  Company.  The  Chace  Mill, 
located  on  Rodman  Street,  is  a  granite  structure  three 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  feet  long  by  seventy-four 
feet  wide,  and  six  stories  high. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  organization  Augustus 
Chace  was  chosen  president  and  Joseph  A.  Baker 
treasurer.  This  mill  at  first  contained  43,480  spin- 
dles and  1056  looms.  The  number  has  since  been  in- 
creased, and  at  the  present  time  there  are  50,000  spin- 
dles and  1275  looms.  Productions,  print  cloth*.  Cap- 
ital, $500,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  President,  Au- 
gustus Chace ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Joseph  A.  Baker ; 
Directors,  Augustus  Chace,  George  W.  Orinncll,  Ed- 
ward E.  Hathaway,  William  Mason,  Joseph  A.Baker, 
James  F.  Davenport,  Jerome  C.  Borden. 

The  Flint  MiUs  were  organized  in  February,  1872, 
with  a  capital  of  $500,000,  which  was  increaaed  to 
$600,000  in  October  of  the  same  year;  Dec.  22,  1879, 
to  $680,000.  The  act  of  incorporation,  bearing  date 
Feb.  28,  1872,  names  John  D.  Flint,  Stephen  C. 
Wrightington,  Simeon  Borden,  and  William  H.  Jen- 
nings, their  associates  and  successors,  as  the  new  cor- 
poral ion.  The  num ber  of  origi nal  su bscribcre  was  about 
two  hundred.  John  D.  Flint  was  elected  president, 
21 


Stephen  C.  Wrightington  treasurer,  and  J.  D.  Flint, 
Robert  T.  Davis,  Stephen  Davol,  William  H.  Jen- 
nings, William  T.  Hall,  Daniel  McOowan,  Gardner 
T.  Dean,  8.  C.  Wrightington,  William  Carroll,  and 
Cornelius  Hargraves  the  board  of  direction.  Mr. 
Wrightington  resigned  in  March,  and  George  H. 
Eddy  was  elected  treasurer  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr. 
Eddy  resigned  in  September,  1879,  and  J.  D.  Flint 
was  chosen  treasurer  and  B.  D.  Darol  president.  J. 

D.  Flint  resigned  April,  1881,  and  B.  D.  Davol  was 
chosen  treasurer  and  J.  D.  Flint  president.  In 
October,  1882,  B.  D.  Davol  resigned,  and  W.  8. 
Potter,  the  present  treasurer,  was  chosen.  Upon 
the  organization  of  this  corporation  it  assumed  the 
name  of  Flint  Mills,  in  honor  of  its  president,  and 
the  village,  which  has  since  grown  up  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  mill,  is  known  locally  as  "Flint  Village." 
Land  for  a  mill-site  and  tenement  was  purchased 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  stream,  near  where  it  issues 
from  the  South  Pond,  and  before  frost  was  out  of  the 
ground  operations  were  begun  for  the  foundation  of 
the  mill.  The  mill  was  built  of  stone,  in  accordance 
with  plans  drawn  by  D.  H.  Dyer,  architect,  and,  un- 
like most  of  the  cotton-mills  in  the  city,  was  a  wide 
mill,  after  the  English  style,  being  three  hundred  feet 
long  by  ninety-four  feet  wide,  instead  nf  the  usual 
width  of  seventy-two  to  seventy-four  feet.  It  was 
five  stories  high,  with  a  flat  roof,  and  a  finely-propor- 
tioned tower  in  front  Tho  machinery  was  mostly 
American,  and  arranged  for  the  manufacture  of  print 
cloth  64  by  64.  The  mill  commenced  running  in 
April,  1873,  and  at  the  date  of  its  destruction  by  fire 
manufactured  15,200,000  yards  of  print  cloths  per 
annum.  It  contained  49,360  spindles,  1065  looms, 
and  employed  500  operatives,  with  a  monthly  pay- 
roll of  $12,000.  The  machinery  was  driven  by  a 
double  Corliss  engine  of  800  hone-power.  Steam 
was  supplied  by  six  upright  boilers  of  160  horse- 
power each.  Water  was  taken  directly  from  the 
stream  by  a, canal  dug  for  the  purpose.  This  mill 
was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  Oct.  28,  1882.  The 
Are  broke  out  at  3.35  p.m.,  soon  after  the  mill  had 
been  shut  down  for  the  day,  and  the  flames  increased 
with  such  amazing  rapidity  that  all  attempts  to 
check  it  were  unavailing.  The  entire  mill  was  de- 
stroyed with  its  contents.1 

Border  City  Manufacturing-  Company— The 
Border  City  Mills  were  organized  April  29, 1872,  with 
the  following  board  of  directors:  8.  Angier  Chace, 
Stephen  Davol,  Chester  W.  Greene,  E.  C.  Kilburn, 
Charles  P.  Stickney,  A.  D.  Easton,  George  T.  Hath- 
away, John  M.  Dean,  William  E.  Dunham,  James 

E.  Cunneen,  Horatio  N.  Durfee.  8.  A.  Chace  was 
subsequently  elected  president,  and  George  T.  Hath- 
away treasurer.  An  act  of  incorporation  was  secured 
under  date  of  June  3,  1872,  and  the  name  of"  Border 


i  Since  the  shot*  m  written  the  eornormUon  bx  decided  to  rouiilM, 
„,  I  work  ha.  slraodj  bwa  eommeoeed. 
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City  Mills"  adopted,  a  name  often  applied  to  Fall 
River  because  of  its  proximity  to  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island. 

Two  mills  were  erected,  No.  1  in  1873,  and  No.  2 
in  1874.  The  former  was  818  feet  long  and  78  foot 
wide,  live  stories  high,  and  contained  85,632  spindles 
and  880  looms.  No.  2  Mill  was  329  feet  long,  73  feet 
wide,  five  stories,  and  contained  36,512  spindles  and 
880  looms.  Nov.  17, 1877,  Mill  No.  1  was  totally  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 

During  the  financial  irregularities  of  1879  this  cor- 
poration passed  into  the  hands  of  its  creditors,  and 
was  reorganised  as  the  Border  City  Manufacturing 
Company,  with  a  capital  of  $400,000,  which  has  been 
increased  to  $600,000.  No.  1  Mill  has  been  rebuilt, 
and  the  two  mills  now  contain  76,000  spindles  and 
1850  looms.    Production,  print  goods. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  President,  John 
S.  Bray  ton ;  Clerk,  Henry  K.  Braley ;  Treasurer, 
Edward  L.  Anthony;  Directors,  Johu  S.  Bray  ton, 
Charles  J.  Holmes,  A.  S.  Covel,  Jonathau  Bourne, 
Jos.  Arthur  Beauvais,  Charles  E  Barney,  Theo.  Dean, 
Francis  A.  Foster,  and  George  M.  Woodward. 

The  Sagamore  Manufacturing  Company.— The 
Sagamore  Mills  were  incorporated  in  the  spring  of 

1872,  with.  L.  L.  Barnard  aa  president,  Francis  B. 
Hood  treasurer,  and  the  following  board  of  directors : 
L.  L.  Barnard,  F.  B.  Hood,  Joaiah  C.  Blaisdell,  James 
W.  Hartley,  Charles  McCreery,  Jonathan  I.  Hilliard, 
Joseph  Borden,  William  M.  Almy.  D.  Hartwell  Dyer, 
and  Job  T.  Wilson.  A  tract  of  laud  on  the  borders 
of  Taunton  River,  a  little  north  of  Blade's  Ferry,  was 
purchased,  and  work  on  the  foundation*  of  the  mill 
begun  in  July,  1872.   The  mill  was  completed  in 

1873,  three  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long  by  seventy- 
three  feet  wide,  five  stories  high. 

The  mill  continued  under  this  management  about 
four  years,  when  it  went  into  other  hands,  with  new 
capital,  with  the  following  officers:  President,  James 
A.  Hathaway ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  George  T.  Hath- 
away ;  Directors,  James  A.  Hathaway,  Job  T.  Wilson, 
Joaiah  C.  Blaisdell,  John  D.  Flint,  Charles  P.  Stick- 
ney,  George  T.  Hathaway,  James  E.  Cunneen,  John 
M.  Deane,  Chester  W.  Greene. 

In  1879  the  corporation  failed,  and  the  property 
went  into  the  hands  of  the  creditors,  and  was  reorgan- 
ized as  the  Sagamore  Manufacturing  Company,  with 
a  capital  of  $500,000.  A  new  mill  was  built  in  1882, 
and  the  two  mills  now  contain  84,692  spindles  and 
2042  looms.  Capital,  $760,000.  Production,  print 
cloths. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  President, 
Theodore  Dean ;  Clerk,  Henry  K.  Braley  ;  Treasurer, 
Hezekiah  A.  Brayton;  Directors,  Theodore  Dean, 
Taunton ;  Moses  W.  Richardson,  Boston ;  A.  8.  Tripp, 
John  8.  Brayton,  William  Lindsey,  D.  H.  Dyer, 
Charles  J.  Holmes,  Fall  River;  Abram  H.  Howland, 
Jr.,  Jos.  A.  Beauvais,  New  Bedford. 

The  8hove  Mills.— The  honor  of  having  been  the  I 


founder  of  these  mills  is  due  to  John  P.  Slade,  Esq.,  as 
it  was  mainly  through  his  instrumentality  that  the 
organization  was  finally  effected,  a  charter  secured, 
and  the  project  brought  to  a  successful  issue. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  thirty-one  in 
number,  for  the  organization  of  the  company,  was 
held  March  4,  1872.  The  act  of  incorporation  is 
dated  April  2, 1872.  The  capital  was  fixed  at  $550,- 
000,  and  the  name  of  "Shove  Mills"  assumed  as  the 
corporate  name,  in  honor  of  Charles  O.  Shove,  a 
prominent  cotton  manufacturer  of  the  city,  and  the 
first  president  of  the  new  corporation.  John  P.  Slade 
was  elected  treasurer,  with  the  following  board  of 
directors :  Charles O.  Shove,  Joseph  McCreery,  George 
A.  Chace,  Lloyd  S.  Earle,  William  Connell,  Jr.,  Na- 
than Chace,  Isaac  W.  Howland,  Josiah  C.  Blaisdell, 
and  John  P.  Slade. 

Land  for  a  mill-site  was  purchased  on  the  western 
shore  of  Laurel  Lake,  just  within  the  line  of  boun- 
dary betweeu  Massachusetts  uud  Rhode  Island,  and 
further  purchases  beyond  the  boundary  line  were 
made  for  tenement  blocks. 

No  active  stopa  towards  building  the  mill  were  taken 
until  tin:  fall  of  1873,  when  a  foundation  only  was 
put  in.  Work  was  resumed  in  the  spring  of  1874, 
and  the  building  carried  forward  to  completion  and 
filled  with  machinery.  The  mill  is  a  handsome 
granite  structure,  339  feet  long,  74  feet  wide,  and  five 
stories  high,  with  a  basement,  a  flat  roof,  and  a  large 
square  tower  running  up  at  the  centre. 

The  mill  was  erected  in  1874,  and  commenced  run- 
ning in  April,  1875,  with  37,504  spiudlea  and  960 
looms;  about  1500  spindles  have  since  been  added. 
The  mill  is  heated  by  steam,  and  lighted  by  gas  made 
from  petroleum  and  manufactured  on  the  premises. 

In  1881  the  company  erected  a  yarn-mill  of  21,088 
spindles  just  over  the  line  in  Rhode  Island,  making 
the  present  capacity  of  the  mills  60,128  spindles  and 
1500  looms;  production,  print  cloths.  The  present 
officers  ore  as  follows:  President,  Charles  M.  Shove; 
Clerk  and  Treasurer,  George  A.  Chace;  Directors, 
Charles  M.  Shove,  John  P.  Slade,  George  A.  Chace, 
Edmund  Chase,  Lloyd  8.  Earle,  Isaac  W.  Howland, 
H.  B.  Allen,  George  W.  Slade,  and  Feuuer  Bruwnell. 

The  mill  was  wound  up  and  all  the  machinery  in 
operation  April  7,  1875,  with  a  capacity  of  28,400 
spindles  and  768  looms.  This  has  been  increased  to 
31,280  spindles  and  808  looms.  The  mill  structure  is 
of  granite,  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city  on 
the  Quequechau  River.  Capital,  $330,000;  produc- 
tion, print  cloths.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows : 
President,  William  H.  Jennings;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Nathaniel  B.  Borden;  Directors,  William  If. 
Jennings,  James  M.  Aldrich,  N.  B.  Borden,  Simeon 
Borden,  John  Campbell,  Arnold  B.  Chace,  Alphonso 
8.  Covel,  Robert  T.  Davis,  Stephen  Davol,  W.  II. 
GifTonl,  William  Huston,  Henry  C.  Lincoln,  John 
W.  Rogers. 

The  Conanicut  Mills  were  originally  built  by 
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Oliver  Chase  as  a  thread-mill,  and  after  several 
change*  the  present  company  was  incorporated  in 

1880,  with  a  capital  of  180,000.  The  mill  is  located 
at  Globe  village,  and  contains  11,072  spindles  and  250 
looms.  Production,  wide  fine  goods.  The  present 
officers  arc  as  follows :  President,  Edmund  W.  Con- 
verse ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  C.  E.  Lindsey  ;  Directors, 
E.  W.  Converse,  Charles  L.  Thayer,  Moses  W.  Rich- 
ardson, Boston ;  James  H.  Chace,  Providence;  Wil- 
liam Lindsey,  E.  C.  Kilburn,  Crawford  E.  Lindsey, 
Kail  River.  ' 

The  Globe  Yarn-MiUi  were  incorporated  in  1881, 
with  a  capital  of  £150,000,  for  the  manufacture  of 
superior  quality  of  yarns.  The  mills  contain  82,000 
spindles.  The  first  and  present  officers  are  as  follows: 
President,  William  II.  Jennings;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Arnold  B.  Sandford;  Directors,  William  II. 
Jennings,  Robert  T.  Davis,  Frank  8.  8tevcns,  James 
M.  Osborn,  Samuel  D.  Howland.  A.  B.  Sanford ;  E.  S. 
Draper,  of  Ho|»eda1c. 

The  Bourne  Mill,  named  in  honor  of  Jonathan 
Bourne,  a  capitalist  of  New  Bedford,  was  erected  in 

1881,  and  is  one  of  the  most  complete  mills  in  the 
country.  It  contains  43,000  spindles  and  1100  looms. 
It  is  located  just  over  the  State  line  in  Rhode  Island. 
Capital,  $400,000.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows : 
President,  Edmund  Chase;  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
Oeorgc  A.  Chace ;  Directors,  Jonathan  Bourne,  New 
Bedford  ;  Edmund  Chase,  George  A.  Chace,  Danforth 
Morton,  Lloyd  8.  Earle,  Charles  M.  Shove,  and  Frauk 
S.  Stevens. 

Laurel  Lake  Mills.— This  corporation  was  organ- 
ized in  1881  by  John  P.  Slade,  R  .T.  Davis,  M.D.,  and 
Henry  C.  Lincoln.  Mr.  Slade  was  elected  president 
of  the  corporation,  and  has  held  the  position  to  the 
present  time.  The  manufacture  of  cloth  commenced 
in  December,  1882.  The  mill  contains  860  looms  and 
34,038  spindles.  Capital,  1400,000.  The  present  offi- 
cers are :  President,  John  P.  8lade ;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Abbott  E,  Slade;  Agent,  James  E.  Cunncen; 
Directors,  John  P.  Slade,  William  H.  Jennings,  Rob- 
ert T.  Davis,  Frank  8.  Stevens,  Henry  C.  Lincoln, 
David  T.  Wilcox,  8.  H.  Miller,  George  E.  Hoar,  Wil- 
liam Beattie,  John  B.  Whittsker,  Milton  Reed,  Prelet 
D.  Conant;  Lawton  I.  Ware,  Warren. 

The  Barnaby  Manufacturing  Company  was  in- 
corporated in  1882,  with  a  capital  of  1300,000.  The 
first  officers  were  as  follows:  President,  Simeon  B. 
Chase;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Stephen  B.  Ashley; 
Directors,  Simeon  B.  Chase,  Samuel  Wadington, 
Robert  T.  Davis,  George  H.  Hawes,  8.  B.  Ashley, 
George  II.  Hills,  J.  B.  Barnaby,  Charles  E.  Berney, 
and  William  F.  Draper.  The  officers  and  directors 
have  not  been  changed.  The  mill  is  located  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  city  on  the  Quequechan  River, 
and  contains  16,000  spindles  and  500  looms.  Produc- 
tion, fine  ginghams. 

The  Fall  RiTer  Bleachery.— The  founding  of  this 
establishment  is  due  to  Mr.  Spencer  Borden,  who 


started  the  movement  for  organization  in  1872.  After 
submitting  bis  plans  to  various  manufacturers  in  Fall 
River  and  New  Bedford,  who  pronounced  the  project 
feasible,  the  books  of  the  company  were  opened,  and 
the  stock  so  quickly  subscribed  that  before  a  stone  had 
been  laid  it  was  quoted  at  110  in  the  market.  Promi- 
nent among  the  subscribers  were  Messrs.  Jefferson, 
Philip  D.,  and  Richard  B.  Borden,  Stephen  Davol, 
Frank  Stevens,  C.  E.  Lindsey,  C.  P.  Stickney,  George 
B.  Durfee,  Walter  Paine  (3d),  of  Fall  River;  Messrs. 
Thomas  Bennett,  Jr.,  William  J.  Rotch,  Edward  D. 
Mandell,  Edward  C.  Jones,  William  W.  Crapo, 
Charles  L.  Wood,  Andrew  G.  Pierce,  Joseph  Arthur 
Beauvais,  Edward  L.  Baker,  Jonathan  Bourne,  Jr., 
Charles  L.  Hawes,  David  B.  Kempton,  of  New  Bed- 
ford ;  Messrs.  T.  P.  Sheperd  A  Co.,  John  O.  Water- 
man, George  Bridge,  and  Arnold  Peters,  of  Rhode 
Island  ;  and  Mr.  Dempsey,  of  Lewiston,  and  others. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  Jefferson  Borden 
was  chosen  president;  Spencer  Borden,  agent  and 
treasurer;  and  Messrs.  Thomas  Bennett,  Jr.,  Richard 
B.  Borden,  Bradford  D.  Davol,  Crawford  E.  Lindsey, 
Philip  D.  Borden,  George  B.  Durfee,  and  Charles  P. 
Stickney,  with  the  president  and  treasurer,  directors. 

The  bleachery  was  built  with  twelve  kiers,  or  a  ca- 
pacity of  twelve  to  thirteen  tons  per  diem,  which  has 
been  increased  until  the  present  capacity  is  twenty-two 
tons  per  day.  Capital,  $260,000.  The  present  officers 
are  as  follows:  President,  Jefferson  Borden;  Clerk 
and  Treasurer,  Norman  E.  Borden  ;  Directors,  Jeffer- 
son Borden,  Spencer  Borden,  Richard  B.  Borden, 
Bradford  D.  Davol,  Crawford  E.  Lindsey,  Thomas 
Bennett,  Jr.,  Joseph  Arthur  Beauvais,  William  J. 
Rotch,  and  Norman  E.  Borden.  Spencer  Borden  re- 
mained as  clerk  and  treasurer  until  1882. 

Wamsutta  Bteam  Woolen-MilL— The  manufac- 
ture of  woolen  cloth  into  a  fabric  known  as  satinet, 
made  with  a  cotton  warp  and  wool  filling,  was  com- 
menced here  in  1826  by  Samuel  Shove  and  John  and 
Jesse  Eddy,  under  the  firm-name  of  Samuel  Shove  * 
Co.  The  firm  was  dissolved  in  1834  by  the  withdrawal 
of  Samuel  Shove,  and  the  business  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  remaining  partners,  under  the  firm-name 
of  J.  &  J.  Eddy. 

In  the  management  of  the  business  John  Eddy  was 
the  manufacturer  and  Jesse  the  buyer  and  seller. 

The  production  of  Eddy's  satinets  was  largely  in- 
creased from  year  to  year,  and  they  became  well  known 
in  all  the  principal  markets  as  the  best  goods  of  that 
style  of  fabric.  In  1843,  however,  the  satinet  manu- 
facture was  discontinued,  and  a  fabric  of  all  wool, 
called  "caasimere,"  was  commenced.  Two  years 
later  business  was  removed  to  a  place  known  as 
"  Eagle  Mill,"  situated  about  three  and  a  half  miles 
south  of  Fall  River,  in  the  town  of  Tiverton,  R.  I. 

Shortly  after  the  firm  of  J.  A  J.  Eddy  was  dissolved, 
but  the  business  continued  in  the  above  locality  for  a 
few  years,  until  the  property  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

In  the  mean  time  Jesse  Eddy,  in  connection  with 
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Joseph  Durfee,  bought  and  located  a  mill  on  a  tract 
of  land  juit  above  the  dam,  and  near  the  outlet  of  the 
pond  known  as  "Mosquito  Island,"  designing  to 
manufacture  the  same  kind  of  goods  produced  by  J. 
&  J.  Eddy,  but  as  they  were  about  ready  to  commence 
operations  Joseph  Durfee  died,  and  it  was  not  until 
January,  1849,  that  manufacturing  was  begun  in  the 
new  mill.  Jesse  Eddy  became  the  proprietor,  and 
shortly  after  took  his  son,  Thomas  F.,  into  partner- 
ship, under  the  firm-name  of  Jesse  Eddy  A,  Son,  by 
whom  the  business  was  conducted  for  twenty-one 
years. 

In  1873,  upon  the  decease  of  the  father,  the  busi- 
ness passed  into  the  hands  of  his  two  sons,  Thomas 
F.  and  James  C,  who  still  continue  the  manufacture 
uuder  the  name  of  the  Wamsutta  Steam  Woolen- 
Mill,  Jesse  Eddy's  Sons,  proprietors,  the  production 
being  fine  fancy  cassimcres. 

The  Wyoming  Mills. — These  mills  were  established 
by  Augustus  Chace  and  the  late  William  B.  TrafTord 
in  1845.  The  property  subsequently  passed  into  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Chace,  who  is  the  present  proprie- 
tor. Production,  cotton  twines,  batts,  and  carpet  warp. 

The  M assaioit  Manufacturing  Company  was  or- 
ganized in  1882,  and  occupies  the  edifice  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  the  Massaaoit  Flour-Mills,  so  famous  in 
former  years  as  the  business  home  of  Chase,  Mason 
&  Durfee.  The  new  company  manufactures  com- 
fortables as  a  branch  of  an  establishment  in  Connec- 
ticut, and  has  a  capacity  for  turning  out  near  a  thou- 
sand a  day,  employing  about  sixty  hands. 

The  officers  and  directors  of  this  company  are  as 
follows:  Frank  L.  Palmer,  president;  Wendell  E. 
Turner,  treasurer;  Directors,  Edward  A.  Palmer, 
Elisha  L.  Palmer,  William  H.  Turner,  Frank  L. 
Palmer,  Wendell  E.  Turner. 

The  Fall  River  Spool  and  Bobbin  Company  was 
partially  organized  in  June,  1875,  but  did  not  perfect 
its  organization  until  July  11,  1878,  obtaining  their 
charter  July  13, 1878. 

The  first  officers  elected  were:  President,  Cook 
Borden;  Treasurer,  George  S.  Davol;  Clerk,  B.  D. 
Davol ;  Directors,  Cook  Borden,  F.  H.  Stafford,  Wil- 
liam H.  Jennings,  Stephen  Davol,  Charles  C.  Shove, 
Frank  8.  Stevens,  Walter  Paine  (3d),  Weaver  Osborn, 
George  T.  Hathaway,  Augustus  Chace,  S.  Angier 
Chace. 

The  mill  and  buildings  were  erected  and  occupied 
in  December,  1875;  employ  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  ;  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  production  yearly. 

Present  officers :  President,  Joseph  Healey  ;  Clerk 
and  Treasurer,  J.  Henry  Wells;  Directors,  Joseph 
Healey,  Augustus  Chace,  Stephen  Davol,  F.  H.  Staf- 
ford, B.  D.  Davol,  F.  L.  Almy,  Jerome  C.  Borden,  J. 
Henry  Wells. 

Capital  stock,  originally  $40,000;  after  perfecting 
ita  organization  was  reduced  to  $21,000.  Is  doing  a 
very  prosperous  business,  which  has  steadily  increased 
since  1878. 


The  Fall  River  Iron- Works  Company.— This 

corporation,  which  for  so  many  years  directed  and 
controlled  the  interests  of  Fall  River,  was  founded  in 
1821,  principally  through  tho  instrumentality  of 
Richard  Borden  and  Bradford  Durfee,  The  original 
company  was  organized  with  a  capital  of  twenty-four 
thouaand  dollars,  and  consisted  of  Richard  Burden, 
Bradford  Durfee,  Holden  Burden,  and  David  Anthony, 
of  this  town,  and  Joseph  Butler  and  Abraui  and  Isaac 
Wilkinson,  of  Providence.  Soon  after  the  capital 
was  reduced  to  eighteen  thousand  dollars  by  tho  with- 
drawal  of  the  Wilkinsons. 

The  works  were  incorporated  in  1825  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $200,000,  which  was  increased  in  1846  to 
$950,000. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Fall  River  Irou- Works 
Company,  that  "  earliest  germ  of  the  wealth  of  the 
city,"  Col.  Richard  Borden  took  an  active  part,  and 
was  appointed  treasurer  and  agent,  a  position  which 
he  filled  ably  and  satisfactorily  up  to  the  day  of  his 
final  withdrawal  from  business,  a  period  of  over  titty 
years.  The  Iron- Works  Company,  meeting  with  as- 
sured success  almost  from  the  start,  soon  turned  it* 
attention  to  the  improvement  of  its  lauded  estate, 
water-power,  etc.,  and  as  part  owners  became  largely 
interested  in  enterprises  somewhat  foreign  to  iu  own 
legitimate  sphere  of  work.  The  agent  of  the  com- 
pany as  its  representative  thus  became  an  active  par- 
ticipant in  all  these  schemes,  and  the  husiuess  tact 
and  skill  of  Col.  Borden  were  brought  into  fullest 
exercise.  The  Iron- Works  Company  became  owner 
in  tho  Watuppa  Reservoir  Company,  organized  in 
1826;  in  the  Troy  Cotton  aud  Woolen  Manufactory  ; 
in  the  Fall  River  Manufactory;  in  the  Aunawan 
Mill,  built  by  it  iu  1825;  in  the  American  Print- 
Works,  whose  buildings  were  all  erected  by  the  Iron- 
Works  Company  in  1834,  and  leased  to  the  Print- 
Works  Company ;  in  the  Metaconiet  Mill,  built  in 
1816;  in  the  Fall  River  Railroad,  opened  in  1846;  in 
the  Bay  State  Steamboat  Line,  established  in  1847 ; 
iu  the  Full  River  Gas- Works,  built  in  1847,  as  well  as 
iu  the  erection  at  various  times  of  buildings  which 
were  leased  to  individuals  for  the  establishment  of 
business  or  private  manufacturing  enterprises. 

Up  to  the  year  1880  the  Iron-Works  Company 
owned  and  operated  the  Fall  River  (ins- Works,  the 
Fall  Kiver  and  Providence  Steamboat  Company,  uiul 
the  Metacomet  Mill.  In  that  year  a  division  of  this 
large  interest  occurred,  aud  the  following  corpora- 
tions were  organized  us  separate  corporations:  tho 
Fall  River  Gas- Works,  with  a  capital  of  $288,000; 
the  Fall  River  and  Providence  Steamboat  Company, 
capital,  $192,000;  the  Fall  River  Machine  Company 
(new),  capital,  $96,000;  the  Metacomet  Manufactur- 
ing Company ;  and  the  Fall  River  Iron- Works  Com- 
pany. 

The  present  officer*  are  as  follows:  President,  Jef- 
ferson Bordeu;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Robert  C.  Brown  ; 
Directors,  Jefferson  Borden,  John  8.  Braytou,  William 
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B.  Durfee,  R.  B.  Borden,  II.  B.  Durfee,  R.  C.  Brown, 
D.  A.  Brayton,  Jr. 

The  Fall  River  Machine  Company,  successor  to 
Marvel,  Davol  *  Co.,  was  organized  in  1880,  with  a 
capital  of  *9f>,000. 

The  present  officer*  arc  a*  follows:  President,  Jef- 
ferson Borden  ;  Clerk,  A.  S.  Covel ;  Treasurer,  Wil- 
liam B.  Durfee;  Directors,  Jefferson  Borden.  John 
8.  Brayton,  A.  8.  Covel,  Nathaniel  Lindscy,  David 
A.  Brayton,  Jr.,  H.  M.  Barnes,  of  Bristol. 

The  Fall  River  Merino  Company,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  knit  goods,  is  among  the  later  industries 
started  here,  and  is  the  only  manufactory  of  the  kind 
in  this  vicinity.  The  mill  is  a  fine  brick  edifice  of 
two  full  stories  and  attic,  in  which  last  are  a  few 
mules  to  do  the  spinning  needed.  The  concern  was 
well  wound  up  from  the  first,  and  the  most  improved 
knitting-machine*  in  use  obtained,  so  that  work  was 
turned  out  with  great  celerity.  The  productions  of 
this  factory  have  always  found  a  ready  market,  and 
maintained  their  rank  among  all  descriptions  of  home 
work  or  imported  fabrics.  The  present  superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Charles  E.  Bean,  is  an  accomplished 
manager  of  this  sort  of  manufacturing  interest. 

The  present  officers  arc  as  follows:  President, 
Frank  S.Stevens;  Clerk, 8cth  II.  Wetlicrbco ;  Treas- 
urer, Charles  E.  Bean  ;  Directors,  Frank  8.  8tevcns, 
Foster  II.  Stafford,  Robert  T.  Davis,  William  Mason, 
8amucl  Wadington,  8.  H.  Wetherl.ee,  Charles  E. 
Bean,  Matthew  C.  Yarwood;  Jason  P.  Stone,  Jr., 
Providence;  Charles  Weil,  Boston. 

Hargraves  Manufacturing  Company.— In  1851, 
Cornelius  Hargraves  commenced  the  manufacturing 
of  soaps  and  glue  substitute  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  the  Hargraves  Manufacturing  Company,  com- 
mencing in  a  very  small  and  limited  way,  the  capa- 
city of  the  works  being  only  one  small  kettlo  in  which 
to  make  soap  and  prepare  the  glue  substitute;  but 
by  perseverance  and  strict  attention  to  business  he 
succeeded  in  increasing  the  business  from  year  to 
year,  it  being  a  success  from  the  start,  and  as  the 
time  rolled  by  he  was  enabled  to  add  sonic  de- 
cided improvement,  nnd  in  1871  ho  organized  the 
Hnrgrnvcs  Manufacturing  Company,  consisting  of 
Cornelius  Hargraves,  Reuben  Hargraves,  and  Thomas 
Hargraves,  the  two  latter  being  his  sons ;  and  after 
continuing  two  years  the  senior  member  of  the  firm 
sold  his  interest*  to  James  8.  Anthony,  who  con- 
tinued in  the  business  four  years,  then  sold  out  to 
Reuben  and  Thomas  Hargraves,  the  present  pro- 
prietors of  the  Hargraves  Manufacturing  Company, 
who  still  continue  to  manufacture  soaps  of  various 
brands,  glue  substitute,  fertilizers,  tripe,  pigs'  feet,  and 
neat's-foot  oil,  also  dealers  in  tallow,  bones,  grease, 
rosin,  chemicals,  etc.,  and  from  the  small  beginning 
have  |?rown  to  its  present  condition,  now  having  the 
capacity  to  turn  out  every  week  sixty  thousand  pounds 
of  soap,  fifteen  thousand  pounds  of  glue  substitute, 
ten  tons  of  fertilizer,  three  thousand  pounds  of 


chicken  feed,  three  thousand  pounds  of  pigs'  feet, 
four  thousand  pounds  of  tripe,  etc.  Reuben  Har- 
graves, Thomas  Hargraves,  John  W.  Hargraves,  clerk, 
and  Alfred  D.  Butter  worth,  agent. 

The  Fall  River  Gas-Works  were  erected  in  1847 
by  the  Iron-Works  Company,  and  were  operated  by 
that  company  until  1880,  when  they  were  organized  as 
a  separate  corporation,  under  the  name  of  the  Fall 
River  Gas  Company,  with  r  capital  of  1288,000.  The 
present  officers  are  as  follows:  President,  Jefferson 
Borden;  Clerk,  William  B.  Durfee,  Jr.;  Treasurer, 
George  P.  Brown;  Directors,  J.  8.  Brayton,  R.  B. 
Borden,  Jefferson  Borden,  A.  S.  Tripp,  William  B. 
Durfee,  D.  A.  Brayton,  Jr. 

The  Manufacturer!'  Gas-light  Company  was 
incorporated  in  1866.  The  present  officers  are  as  fol- 
lows :  President,  Thomas  F.  Eddy  ;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Joseph  A.  Baker;  Directors,  Thomas  F.  Eddy, 
Foster  H.  Stafford,  Simeon  B.  Chase,  Charles  M. 
Shove,  Joseph  A.  Baker,  David  A.  Brayton,  Jr. 

Manufacturers'  Board  of  Trade.  —  President, 
Frank  8.  Stevens;  Vice-President,  Charles  M.  8hove; 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Simeon  B.  Chase. 

Watuppa  Reservoir  Company  was  incorporated 
in  1826.  The  stock  of  this  corporation  is  held  by  the 
Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufacturing  Company, 
Pot-asset  Manufacturing  Company,  Fall  River  Print- 
Works,  Fall  River  Manufactory,  Annawan  Manufac- 
turing Company,  and  the  Fall  River  Iron-Works 
Company. 

American  Printing  Company— The  pioneer  in 
calico-printing  in  Fall  River  was  Andrew  Robeson, 
of  New  Bedford,  who  began  this  industry  in  a  very 
small  way  in  1826  in  the  north  end  of  a  mill  owned 
by  the  Pocasset  Manufacturing  Company,  tho  other 
portion  of  the  building  boing  occupied  by  J.  &  J. 
Eddy  in  the  manufacture  of  satinets. 

In  1827  he  erected  works  especially  for  this  busi- 
ness, the  capacity  of  which  was  increased  from  time 
to  time  until  the  year  1836  by  the  erection  of  new 
buildings.  The  enterprise  continued  with  marked 
success  until  1848,  when  the  depression  then  prevail- 
ing caused  the  suspension  of  the  works. 

It  is  said  that  the  first  calico-printing  machine  in 
the  United  States  was  constructed  in  these  works,  and 
first  operated  in  1827,  soon  after  which  two  sons  of 
the  founder,  William  R.  and  Andrew,  Jr.,  became  as- 
sociated with  him,  under  the  firm-name  of  Andrew 
Robeson  &  Sons. 

After  the  suspension  of  the  Ro bosons  in  1848,  the 
establishment  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  corporation 
organized  by  Andrew  Robeson,  Jr.,  under  the  name 
of  the  Fall  River  Print-Works,  which  continued  the 
business  of  calico-printing  for  about  twelve  years,  the 
product  being  chiefly  indigo-blue  prints,  when  print- 
ing was  discontinued  and  the  works  converted  into  a 
cotton-mill  for  the  manufacture  of  print  cloths. 

The  second  calico-printing  establishment  within 
the  present  territory  of  Fall  River  (but  then  in  Tiver- 
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ton,  R.  I.,  and  since  brought  within  the  limit*  of  Fall 
River  by  a  change  of  the  boundary  liue  between 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island)  was  located  at. 
Globe  village,  one  and  a  quarter  miles  south  of  the 
Fall  River  stream,  upon  a  stream  flowing  from  Laurel 
Lake  to  Mount  Hope  Bay,  which  has  been  utilized 
for  manufacturing  purposes  since  1811,  when  a  small 
cotton-mill  was  built  there  by  Col.  Joseph  Durfee. 

After  paasing  through  several  hands  it  was  pur- 
chased by  Potter  A  Chatburn  in  1829,  and  converted 
Into  a  print-works.  The  first  goods  were  printed 
there  in  1830.  After  that  date  it  was  enlarged  from 
time  to  time,  and  with  varying  degrees  of  success  was 
run  in  1883-84  by  Holder  Borden;  1835-39,  as  Tiver- 
ton Print- Works;  1839-42,  by  Walter  C.  Durfee, 
agent;  1848-44,  by  Prentiss  A  Marvel;  1845-53,  by 
W.  A  Q.  Chapin ;  1853-58,  as  Bay  State  Print- Works, 
when  in  1858  it  was  purchased  by  the  American 
Print- Works,  and  operated  by  them  in  connection 
with  their  larger  works  until  1876.  It  was  sold  in 
1880,  and  the  site  is  now  occupied  by  the  Qlobo  Yarn- 
Mills,  chiefly  a  new  brick  structure,  but  utilizing  in 
connection  with  it  a  small  part  of  the  old  print-works. 
This  establishment  from  1851  to  1855  had  ten  print- 
ing-machines, and  printed  10,000  to  12,000  pieces  per 
week,  about  one-half  delaines  and  one-half  calicoes. 
Delaine-printing  was  discontinued  in  1855,  and  the 
product  was  subsequently  confined  to  calicoes. 

The  American  Print-Works  was  established  by 
Holder  Borden  in  1834,  there  being  associated  with 
him  in  the  ownership  most  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Fall  River  Iron-Works  Company. 

The  requisite  buildings  were  erected  by  the  Iron- 
Works  Company  on  land  owned  by  them,  their  owner- 
ship continuing  until  1857,  when  the  print-works, 
which  had  rented  the  land  and  buildings  from  1834 
to  1 857,  was  organized  as  a  corporation,  and  purchased 
the  real  estate  from  the  Fall  River  Irou- Works  Com- 
pany. The  works  were  started  in  January,  1835,  with 
four  printing-machines,  producing  two  thousand  to 
two  thousand  five  hundred  pieces  of  prints  per  week. 

Mr.  Holder  Borden  held  the  management  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1837,  when,  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  he 
resigned,  and  Jefferson  Borden  was  elected  agent  and 
principal  manager,  which  position  he  held  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1876,  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years,  when 
Thomas  J.  Borden  was  chosen  agent  aud  treasurer. 

In  1840  the  works  were  enlarged  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a  new  machine  building,  dye-house,  etc.,  and 
the  production  about  doubled.  Further  additions  nnd 
improvements  in  methods  of  operating  bud  brought 
the  production  in  1854,  with  six  printing-machines, 
to  about  nine  thousand  pieces  per  week.  No  impor- 
tant changes  in  the  arrangement  of  these  works  were 
made  from  the  latter  date  until  1867,  when  a  portion 
of  the  buildings  were  removed  and  a  new  aud  greatly 
enlarged  structure  of  Fall  River  granite  was  com-  i 
menced.  As  the  new  and  extensive  works  were  about 
completed,  and  while  negotiations  for  insurance  were  ! 


in  progress,  but  not  consummated,  a  fire  broke  out  on 
the  l  full  of  December,  1867,  in  one  of  the  old  build- 
ings, which  destroyed  the  whole  of  the  new  part  of 
the  establishment  and  about  one-half  of  the  old, 
causing  a  loss  to  the  corporation  of  more  than  one 
milliou  dollars. 

This  disaster  had  been  preceded  ou  the  6th  of  the 
same  mouth  by  a  fire  at  the  Bay  State  Works,  then 
owned  and  operated  by  the  American  Print- Works, 
which  laid  iu  ashes  the  boiler-house  and  machine- 
room  buildings  and  their  contents. 

With  the  characteristic  euergy  of  the  agent  and 
treasurer,  Mr.  Jefferson  Borden,  all  of  the  buildings 
so  suddenly  destroyed  were  in  a  very  short  space  of 
time,  compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  recon- 
structed, filled  with  machinery,  and  iu  1869  put  in 
operation,  the  corporation  having  in  the  new  Ameri- 
can Works  16  printing-machines  and  other  facilities 
for  producing  24,000  pieces  prints  per  week,  and  at 
the  Buy  State  Works  5  printiug-machiiies,  with  the 
requisite  accompaniments  for  turning  out  7000  pieces 
per  week.  In  consequence  of  the  disastrous  fire  iu 
1867,  with  no  insurance,  the  works  were  operated 
under  a  heavy  indebtedness  uutil  1879,  when  they 
were  obliged  to  suspend.  In  February,  1884),  a  new 
corporation  was  organized,  under  the  name  of  the 
American  Printing  Company,  with  a  capital  of  #300,- 
000,  which  was  subsequently  increased  to  $500,000. 
Several  additions  have  been  made  both  of  buildings 
and  machinery,  and  the  works  now  have  19  printiug- 
machinea,  and  produce,  when  in  full  oiieratiou,  36,000 
pieces  printed  fabrics  per  week. 

The  main  building  of  the  works  of  the  American 
Printing  Company  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world 
devoted  to  the  business  of  printing  textile  fabrics, 
aud  attracts  the  atteutiou  of  all  strangers  as  they 
enter  the  city  by  steamboat  or  railway.  A  fair  idea 
of  the  magnitude  of  this  establishment  may  be  ob- 
tained by  the  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  aggre- 
gate length  of  the  various  buildings  comprising  it  is 
over  two  thousand  five  hundred  feet. 

Iu  ample  rooms  are  furnished  with  the  best  mod- 
em appliances  of  science  and  skill  in  each  depart- 
ment, and  the  productions  of  this  company  are  to  bo 
found  in  all  sections  of  the  country  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific. 

The  present  officers  are :  President,  James  C.  Eddy ; 
Clerk,  Alphonso  S.  Covcl ;  Treasurer,  Thomas  J.  Bor- 
den ;  Directors,  James  C.  Eddy,  Thomas  J.  Borden, 
A.  8.  Covel,  A.  S.  Tripp,  of  Fall  River,  and  C.  N. 
Bliss,  of  New  York. 

Union  Belt  Company.— The  year  1871  is  notable 
in  the  history  of  Full  River  as  witnessing  the  extra- 
ordinary development  of  the  cotton  industry.  Some 
fifteen  large  mills  were  erected,  calling  for  a  large  in- 
crease of  its  population  and  the  establishment  of  sev- 
eral industries  to  supply  material  incidental  to  run- 
ning and  keeping  in  motion  the  thousands  of  spindles 
and  looms  which  were  contained  in  the  handsome  ami 
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substantial  buildings  that  bad  been  erected  for  their 
uims.  Prominent  among  tbe*e  industries  stands  the 
Union  Belt  Company,  a  corporation  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  leather  belting. 

The  rapid  expansion  of  the  cotton  industries  of 
Fall  Uivcr  had  attracted  the  attention  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam II.  Chace,  a  gentleman  living  in  a  neighboring 
city,  and  who  was  a  practical  belt-maker.  He  bc- 
liercd  that  it  was  an  opportune  time  to  establish  the 
manufacture  of  belting  in  a  city  that  was  so  large  a 
consumer,  and  he  succeeded  in  inducing  a  number  of 
gentlemen  to  engage  in  the  enterprise. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  corporation  was 
formed,  with  a  capital  or  two  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars,  with  the  following  officers:  President,  R  B. 
Borden;  Treasurer,  A.  8.  Covel;  Agent,  William  H. 
Chace;  Directors,  R.  B.  Borden,  T.  J.  Borden,  Wal- 
ter Paine  (3d),  B.  D.  Davol,  and  William  H.  Chnco. 

A  large  brick  building  was  erected  by  the  Troy 
Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufactory  on  Troy  Street,  which 
was  leased  by  the  Belt  Company,  and  fitted  up  for  the 
requirements  of  the  business.  Contracts  were  made 
with  several  of  the  new  mills  then  being  erected  to 
furnish  the  belting,  and  the  enterprise  fairly  inaugu- 
rated. After  a  short  time  the  business  of  covering 
top  rolls  was  added.  From  the  first  the  company  has 
done  a  successful  and  profitable  business.  The  mar- 
kct  for  its  belting  is  not  confined  to  Fall  River  alone; 
the  reputation  which  the  company  has  earned  for 
itself  in  doing  first-class  work  has  created  a  demand 
for  their  belts  in  the  neighboring  manufacturing  cities 
and  also  in  Chicago,  where  a  large  part  of  their  pro- 
duction has  been  used.  The  growth  of  their  business 
called  for  additional  room,  and  a  large  two-story 
brick  addition  has  been  made  to  the  original  building, 
giving  them  ample  facilities  for  meeting  the  increased 
demand  for  their  bolting. 

As  a  financial  venture  it  lias  been  one  of  the  most 
successful  in  the  city,  having  returned  large  dividends 
since  the  first  year  of  its  organization,  and  being  now 
in  the  strongest  and  best  of  credit.  The  success  of 
the  enterprise  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  agent, 
Mr.  W.  II.  Chace,  whose  faithful  and  unremitting 
efforts  and  knowledge  of  the  business  has  been  given 
to  the  corporation  from  its  organization.  The  officers 
at  this  lime  are:  R.  B.  Borden,  president;  A.  8. 
Covel,  treasurer;  W.  II.  Chace,  ngent;  Directors, 
R.  B.  Borden,  T.  J.  Borden,  E.  C.  Kilburn,  B.  I>. 
Davol,  W.  II.  Chace,  and  A.  8.  Covel. 

The  Globe  Street  Railway  Company  was  char- 
tered April  16,  1380,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  The 
original  stockholders  were  as  follows:  Edward  Her- 
bert, Isaac  P.  Francis,  Edward  E.  Mannerslry,  8.  V. 
Bliffins,  Both  II.  Wethcrbee,  Foster  II.  Stafford,  Mrs. 
B.  Wixon,  Franklin  P.  Osborn,  Braley  &  Swift  (Henry 
K.  Itraley,  Marcus  G.  B.  Swift),  Cook  Borden  A  Co., 
George  F.  Mcllen,  D.  B.  Wilson,  and  Frank  W. 
Brightman. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  incorporators  was  held 


April  24tb,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected : 
President,  Edward  Herbert;  Treasurer,  George  F. 
Mcllen;  Clerk,  Marcus  G.  B.  Swift;  Directors,  Ed- 
ward Herbert,  F.  H.  Stafford,  F.  P.  Osborn,  8.  V. 
BlifHns,  George  F.  Mellen,  Isaac  P.  Francis,  and 
Jamea  B.  Hillard. 

The  company  operates  a  line  of  road,  a  portion, 
of  which  is  double  track,  extending  as  follows:  From 
Weaver  8treet  to  City  Hall,  up  Pleasant  Street  to 
Quequechan  Street;  from  City  Hall,  through  East 
South  Main  Street,  to  East  Main,  to  Qlobe  Street ; 
thence  through  Globe  Street  to  South  Main,  and 
through  North  Main  to  near  the  Slade  school-house. 
A  line  also  extends  from  Weaver  Street  to  Forest  Hill. 

The  present  officers  are  aa  follows:  President,  Wil- 
liam H.  Jennings ;  Treasurer,  Frank  W.  Brightman ; 
Clerk,  M.  G.  B.  Swift;  Directors,  William  H.  Jen- 
nings, Frank  8.  Stevens,  John  S.  Brayton,  Andrew 
J.  Borden,  M.  G.  B.  8wift,  Joseph  A,  Beauvias,  and 
Thomas  B.  Wilcox. 

The  Q uequechan  Mills. — The  original  Quequechan 
Mill  was  located  two  privileges  above  the  mill  now 
known  by  that  name,  and  was  several  years  since  torn 
down,  and  its  site  is  now  included  in  the  extensive 
works  of  the  Pocasset  Manufacturing  Company. 

Andrew  Robeson  commenced  the  business  of  calico 
printing  on  the  site  of  the  origiual  Quequechan  Mill 
in  October,  1824.  In  1826  he  purchased  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  present  Quequechan  Mills,  and 
in  company  with  his  two  sons,  Andrew  and  William, 
transferred  his  business  to  this  point,  erecting  build- 
ings which  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  buildings  of 
this  corporation. 

They  had  at  that  time  associated  with  them  in 
various  capacities  Mr.  George  Kilburn  (afterwards 
of  Lonsdale,  R.  I.),  Mr.  Samuel  Hathaway,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Tasker.  The  business  was  continued,  in- 
creasing from  timo  to  time,  under  the  firm-name  of 
Andrew  Robeson  &  Sons  until  Jan.  27, 1848,  when 
they  failed.  At  the  date  of  this  failure  they  were 
operating  about  fourteen  printing-machines. 

The  property  then  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Fall  River  Print- Works,  which  was  incorporated  by 
special  act  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  April 
18, 1848,  of  which  Mr.  William  H.  Taylor  was  treas- 
urer until  1868,  when  Mr.  Andrew  Robeson,  Jr.,  be- 
came treasurer,  holding  the  management  of  the  works 
until  1866,  when  Andrew  Robeson  (3d),  Son  of  An- 
drew Robeson,  Jr.,  became  treasurer,  and  continued 
until  Aug.  28,  1878.  when  the  concern  filed  a  volun- 
tary petition  in  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Alonz*>  Borden  was  superintendent  of  the  Fall 
River  Print- Works  during  most  if  not  all  its  exist- 
ence. They  ran  from  two  to  three  printing  machines, 
principally  on  indigo  blues,  greens,  buffs,  etc 

In  1859  the  main  or  largest  building  was  filled 
with  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  printing 
cloths ;  capacity,  about  6000  spindles.  This  was  in- 
in  1866  to  11,000  spindles,  and  again  in- 
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creased  in  1867  to  12,800  spindles.  The  mill  was 
completely  reorganized  in  18G8,  and  brought  nearly 
to  the  present  capacity.  The  printing  business  was 
completely  abandoned  about  1863. 

After  the  failure  of  the  Fall  River  Priut- Works  the 
mill  was  run  under  the  management  of  trustees  for 
the  creditors,  with  Mr.  Andrew  Robeson  (3d)  as  man- 
aging trustee  until  Dec.  20, 1879,  on  which  date  the 
property  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  corporation 
now  known  as  the  Quequechan  Mills,  with  Andrew 
Robeson  (8)  as  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Henry  Q.  Fenner, 
superintendent.  Mr.  Robeson  and  Mr.  Fenner  re- 
signed in  January,  1881,  when  Mr.  D.  H.  Dyer  be- 
came treasurer  and  general  manager.  During  the 
past  two  years  important  improvements  have  been 
made  both  to  buildings  and  machinery,  and  the  mill 
now  contains  13,952  spindles  and  306  looms,  and  is 
fitted  for  the  manufacture  of  a  considerable  variety 
of  goods.  When  the  whole  capacity  is  devoted  to 
(sixty-four  by  sixty-four)  print  cloths,  the  product  is 
about  1600  pieces  per  week. 

An  Old  Landmark.— A  writer  in  the  Providence 
Journal  in  speaking  of  the  old  tannery  of  Edmund 
Chase,  Esq.,  says, — 

.  "  Among  the  few  old  landmarks  of  by-gone  years 
that  seem  to  connect  the  present  waning  decades  of 
the  century  with  the  earlier  period,  the  oldest  in  the 
centre  of  the  town  is  the  old  tannery,  now  owned  by 
Edmund  Chase,  Esq.,  situated  adjoining  the  new 
elegant  United  States  custom-house  and  post-office 
building  on  Bedford  Street.  These  two  edifices  afford 
just  the  contrast  needed  to  indicate  tho  progress  of 
the  last  seventy  years.  This  ancient  tannery  build- 
ing was  erected  or  at  least  the  tanning  business  was 
organized  here  not  far  from  1808  by  the  father  of  the 
present  owner,  and  antedated  by  five  years  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  cotton  manufacture  in  this  town.  The 
location  chosen  was  on  the  Quequechan  River,  be- 
cause of  the  abundance  ot  water,  and  where  the  Troy 
mill  was  built  the  company  selected  the  site  across 
the  stream  next  above  the  tannery,  and  that  establish- 
ment also  marks  the  middle  period  of  development 
between  the  date  of  the  tannery  and  the  new  post- 
office  building.  Years  ago  this  tannery  was  a  scene 
of  busy  industry.  The  hides  were  bought  of  the  sur- 
rounding country  farmers,  and  wrought  into  good 
solid  leather  for  the  general  market  In  those  days 
other  tanneries  flourished  in  this  vicinity,  and  leather- 
dressing  was  an  art  of  great  importance.  This  branch 
of  manufacture  was  kept  until  a  short  time  ago,  when 
it  whs  found  that  finished  leather  could  be  bought  in 
the  market  cheaper  than  it  could  be  made  here  in  the 
present  state  of  the  hide  market.  Since  the  great 
increase  of  cotton  mills  and  other  works  employing 
machinery,  belt-making  has  been  a  leading  industry. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Chase  has  carried  on  this  branch, 
and  many  manufactories  here  and  elsewhere  use  his 
work,  which  has  always  proved  substantial  and  ser- 
viceable.  The  older  portion  of  our  citizens  would 


probably  regret  to  see  the  old  favorite  landmark  of 
the  first  quarter  of  the  century  swept  away,  nor  do 
they  regret  that  there  is  no  symptom  of  its  going  just 
yet  Mr.  Chase  is  still  in  the  vigor  of  business  life, 
and  by  his  judicious  management  has  built  up  his 
business  on  the  soundest  basis,  and  has  always  ranked 
among  the  leadiug  solid  business  men  of  the  city. 
Few  concerns  in  New  England  have  maintained  for 
seventy-five  years  such  unimpeachable  credit  or 
gained  a  more  enviable 
ing." 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 
FALL  RIVBB  (OalaSasaV] 


Tim  National  Uulua  Dunk— TU»  fall  Blftr  N.tloaul  Bank-Tin.  Maa- 
•aault  Nalloual  llauk— Tha  Mataeuaarl  National  Dank—  Taa  I'uuaaavl 
National  llank— Tha  riral  Nalluiuil  llauk— Tn.  Saouwl  National  lUuk 
—Tin  Fall  Itiiar  BaTlufa-Uank— ClUaam'  feVnriu«a-Uauk— Tl>«  FaJ 
Rl»«  >  •   c-.  Uank   n..  tfsissj  fcvl**»4kwk. 

The  National  Union  Bank.— The  National  Uuinn 
Bunk  is  the  oldest  bank  in  the  city,  having  been  char- 
tered as  the  Bristol  Union  Rank,  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  in 
1823.  Its  authorized  capital  was  $50,000,  with  the 
privilege  of  increasing  the  same  to  $200,000.  Itcom- 
I  menced  business  in  1824  with  a  paid  in  capital  of 
$10,000,  which  was  increased  within  the  next  two 
years  to  $40,000.  In  1834  the  capital  was 
to  $100,000;  in  1846  to  $200,000,  and  in  1866  tt 
000,  its  present  capital. 

The  first  president  of  the  bank  was  Barnabas  ] 
who  officiated  till  some  time  in  1824,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Parker  Borden,  who  held  the  office  until 
1838,  when  he  was  followed  by  David  Durfee.  Mr. 
Durfee  was  succeeded  in  1846  by  Nathaniel  B.  Bor- 
den, who  remained  until  18C5,  and  was  then  suc- 
ceeded by  Jesse  Eddy.  Mr.  Eddy  was  president  uutil 
1874,  when  Cook  Borden  became  president,  and  Mr. 
Borden  was  succeeded  by  the  present  presideut,  Mr. 
Daniel  Wilbur,  in  1881. 

The  cashiers  have  been  as 'follows:  Nathaniel 
Wardwell,  1824;  Jusiah  Gooding.  1825;  William 
Coggeshall,  1826-60  ;  Daniel  A.  Chapin,  from  1860  to 
the  present  time. 

In  1830,  Fall  River,  Mass.,  affording  a  more  prom- 
ising field  for  banking  operations,  the  bauk  was  re- 
moved from  Bristol  and  located  in  Tiverton,  just  over 
the  line  from  Fall  River,  and  its  name  changed  to 
the  Fall  River  Union  Bank.  Iu  office  was  on  South 
Main  Street,  opposite  the  head  of  Columbia  Street. 
In  1837  the  bank  erected  for  its  accommodation  the 
brick  building  corner  of  South  Main  aud  Rodmaii 
Streets,  and  removed  its  office  to  the  lower  floor, 
where  it  continued  its  business  until  1862.  In  thut 
year,  by  the  chauge  of  boundary  line,  Fall  River, 
R.  L,  became  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and  the  bank 
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removed  to  the  office  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
market  building,  now  City  Hull. 

In  June,  1865,  the  bank  became  a  national  bank- 
ing association,  under  the  name  of  the  National 
Union  Bank.  In  1872  the  office  of  the  bank  was  re- 
moved to  No.  3  Main  Street.  The  prenent  officers  are 
as  follows:  President,  Daniel  Wilbur;  Cashier,  Daniel 
A.ChapIn;  Directors,  Daniel  Wilbur,  Thomas  Bor- 
den, William  B.  Durfec,  William  H.  Ashley,  John 
D.  Flint,  Samuel  Wadington,  D.  A.  Chapin,  D.  M. 
Anthony,  A.  8.  Covcl. 

The  Fall  River  national  Bant— The  Fall  River 
Bank  was  the  first  banking  institution  established  in 
this  town.  It  was  chartered  in  1825.  The  prelimi- 
nary meeting  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a  bank  in  what  was  then  the  "  village"  was  held  at 
the  office  of  James  Ford,  Esq.,  Jan.  18,  1826.  The 
record  reads  as  follows : 

'At  n  meeting  of  Ihn  cltixan«  of  the  village  of  Fall  River  at  the  offlca 
of  Juno*  Ford,  Ben,.,  Jan.  IS,  1*26,  puratMiit  lo  prevloue  notice,  to  take 
Into  consideration  the  expediency  of  eetnbliehlng  a  bank  In  aajd  ell- 
,  tlavld  Anthony  bring  called  lo  U»e  chair  and  James  Ford  appointed 
alary,  It  eras 


"  Voted  «ad  tttmtrd,  Thai  a  petition  1»  presented  to  the  Legislature, 
at  their  present  w*an,  for  a  charter  for  a  bank; 

"Thai  a  committee  of  flf  •  be  appointed  lo  receive  »u  Inscription  for  the 
stock,  and  to  came  the  petition  to  be  presented ; 

"That  Oliver  WM.ce.I>«vld  Anthony,  Bradford  Unrfoe,  Hlehard  Bor- 

■  a  share  he  paM  by  the  rabacriber*  to  defray  the 
I  In  obtaining  an  ■ 
"That  Oliver  Chaee  be  treasurer  lo  recalre  the 
"Atraeropy.  Attest:  M.  C.  Hoar  as." 

The  act  of  incorporation  contains  the  names  of 
Oliver  Chacc,  David  Authony,  Bradford  Durfce, 
Richard  Borden,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  John  C.  Bor- 
den, Lucius  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Clark  Sbove, 
Harvey  Chnce,  Edward  Bennett,  Arnold  BulTum, 
James  Ford,  James  G.  Bowen,  William  W.  Swain, 
Benjamin  Rodman,  William  Valentine,  and  Holden 
Borden. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  April  7, 
182ft,  Oliver  Chace,  David  Anthony,  Bradford  Dur- 
fee,  Bheflel  Weaver,  Edward  Bennett,  Gitleon  How- 
land,  Benjamin  Rodman,  John  C.  Borden,  and  Rich- 
ard Borden  were  elected  directors,  and  at  a  subsequent 
meeting  of  the  directors,  May  3,  182ft,  David  An- 
thony was  chosen  president,  and  Matthew  C.  Durfee 
cashier. 

This  was  the  only  bank  of  discount  and  deposit  in 
the  village  for  twenty  years. 

David  Anthony,  after  a  service  of  forty  years,  re- 
signed the  office  of  president  on  account  of  ill-health 
in  1865,  and  was  succeeded  by  Col.  Richard  Borden, 
who  died  in  1874,  and  was  succeeded  by  Guilford  H. 
Hatha  war,  the  present  president. 

Matthew  C.  Durfee  continued  as  cashier  until  1836, 
when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Henry  H. 
Fish,  who  served  twenty-seven  years,  resigning  in 
18GS.  George  R.  Fiske  was  elected  his  successor,  and 
served  until  1873,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Ferdinand  H,  Gilford,  the  present  cashier. 


The  first  banking-house  of  the  Fall  River  Bank 
was  a  brick  building,  erected  in  1826,  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Bank  Streets.  It  was  destroyed  by  the 
great  fire  in  1843,  but  rebuilt  of  the  same  material  the 
same  year. 

The  Fall  River  Bank  started  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000,  which  was  increased  In  $200,000  in  1827, 
and  to  $400,000  in  1836.  In  1844  it  was  reduced  to 
$350,000,  but  increased  again  to  $400,000  in  1864, 
when  it  was  incorporated  as  tbe  Fall  River  National 
Bank. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President,  Guil- 
ford H.  Hathaway;  Cashier,  Ferdinand  H.  Gilford; 
Directors,  G.  II.  Hathaway,  William  L.  Slade,  John 
P.  Slade,  Richard  B.  Borden,  Isaac  Borden,  Henry 
9.  Fenner,  F.  H.  GifTord. 


The  Massaeoit  National  Bank— The 

Bank  was  organised  June  2, 1846,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $100,000.  Jason  H.  Archer  was  elected 
president,  Leander  Borden  cashier,  and  Jason  H. 
Archer,  Oliver  S.  Hawes,  Azariah  8hove,  Nathan 
Durfee,  Henry  Willard,  I  ram  Smith,  and  Benjamin 
Wardwell  a  board  of  directors.  The  bank  com- 
menced business  in  December,  1846,  with  a  paid  up 
capital  of  $50,000,  which  was  increased  in  the  follow- 
ing March  to  $100,000.  In  January,  1864,  the  capital 
stock  was  again  increased  to  $200,000. 

In  October,  1852,  Dr.  J.  H.  Archer,  having  removed 
from  Uie  town,  resigned  his  office  as  presideut,  and 
Israel  Buffinton  was  chosen  his  successor.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1864,  Charles  P.  Stickney  was  elected  president, 
rice  Israel  Buffinton,  resigned.  Charles  P.  Stickney 
resigned  Sept  11, 1878,  and  I  ram  Smith  elected  presi- 
dent. Leander  Borden  resigned  Nov.  1, 1881,  and  E. 
W.  Borden  elected  cashier. 

In  December,  1864,  the  bank  waa  converted  into  a 
national  banking  association,  under  the  name  of  the 
Massasoit  National  Bank.  It  was  also  made  a  de- 
pository and  financial  agent  of  the  United  States. 

The  bank  when  first  established  occupied  rooms  in 
the  north  end  of  the  Mount  Hope  Block,  corner  of 
Main  and  Franklin  Streets.    It  continued  here  for 
thirty  years,  or  until  1876,  when  it  was  removed  to  its 
more  commodious  and  convenient  banking-house  at 
•  the  Four  Corners,  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and 
Bedford  Streets. 
The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President,  Iram 
I  Smith ;  Cashier,  Eric  W.  Borden ;  Directors,  Irani 
I  Smith,  Southard  H.  Miller,  Edmund  Chase,  William 
!  Mason,  Bradford  D.  Davol,  Charles  M.  Shove,  George 
j  A.  Chace,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden. 

The  Metacomet  National  Bank.— The  Metacomet 
Bank  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  1852-63, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $400,000,  which  was  soon  after 
1  increased  to  $600,000.  It  was  organised  in  the  sum- 
I  mer  following  by  the  choice  of  Jefferson  Borden  as 
president,  Auiriah  8.  Tripp  cashier,  and  a  board  of 
nine  directors,  vis. :  Jefferson  Borden,  Nathan  Durfee, 
William  Lindsey.  Philip  D.  Borden,  Thomas  J.  Bor- 
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den,  Daniel  Brown,  William  Carr,  William  Marvel, 
and  Joseph  Crandall.  The  bank  was  located  in  the 
brick  building  corner  of  Water  and  Pocaaaet  Streets, 
and  commenced  business  in  December,  1853,  with  a 
capital  then  aa  large  as  that  of  any  bank  in  the  com- 
monwealth outside  of  Boston. 

In  1865  the  institution  was  converted  into  a  national 
banking  association,  under  the  name  of  the  Meta- 
comet  National  Bank  of  Fall  River,  No.  924.  After 
having  been  located  on  the  boundary  of  the  "  Border 
City,"  it  removed  in  1870  to  its  present  commodious 
and  complete  banking-house  in  the  Borden  Block, 
corner  of  South  Main  and  Pleasant  Streets. 

Mr.  Borden  remained  president  until  January,  1880, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  William  Lindsey,  the 
present  incumbent.  Mr.  Tripp  has  remained  cashier 
of  the  bank  from  the  first,  a  period  of  nearly  thirty 
years,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  bank  officials  in  term 
of  service  in  the  commonwealth. 

The  Pocasset  National  Bank.— The  Pocaaaet 
Bank  was  incorporated  by  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  May,  1854,  Moses  Baker, 
Oliver  Chace,  and  Joseph  Osborn  being  named  in  the 
charter.  The  bank  was  organized  June  8,  1854,  by 
the  choice  of  Oliver  Chace,  Samuel  Hathaway, 
Weaver  Osborn,  Gideon  H.  Durfee,  and  Moses  Baker, 
of  Tiverton,  and  John  C.  Milne  and  William  U. 
Taylor,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  aa  directors.  Oliver 
Chace  was  elected  president,  and  William  II.  Brackett 


The  bank  was  located  in  the  Fall  River  Union 
Bank  building,  corner  of  South  Main  and  Rodman 
Streets,  then  in  Tiverton,  K.  I.  In  1856  the  town  of 
Tiverton  was  divided,  and  that  part  wherein  the 
bank  was  located  became  Fall  River,  R.  I.  In  1862 
the  boundary  line  between  Rhode  Island  and  Massa- 
chusetts was  changed,  Fall  River,  R.  I.,  being  set  nil' 
to  Massachusetts,  and  the  bank,  by  authority  of  the 
Legislature,  became  a  Massachusetts  institution,  and 
was  removed  to  the  office  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  market  building,  now  City  Hall,  ou  Main  Street. 

Feb.  1,  1865,  the  bank  waa  organized  as  a  national 
bank  under  the  title  of  the  Pocasset  National  Bank, 
No.  679.  In  1872  the  bank  purchased  the  lot  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  Main  and  Bedford  Streets,  and 
erected  on  the  "  Four  Corners,"  so  called,  a  fine  gran- 
ite building  of  three  stories  high,  with  a  mansard 
roof.  In  January,  1873,  the  bank  was  removed  to  its 
present  eligible  location  on  the  lower  floor  of  this 
building. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors, 
Jan.  6,  1882,  Oliver  Chace  resigned  the  presidency, 
and  on  the  following  day  William  H.  Hathaway  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Dec.  9,  1862,  William  H.  Brackett  resigned,  and 
was  succeeded  by  the  present  cashier,  Mr.  Edward  E. 
Hathaway,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  bunk 
i  its  organisation  in  1854. 

Hathaway  officiated  aa  president  until 


his  death,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Weaver 
Osborn,  the  present  president.  Only  three  of  the 
original  board  of  directors  are  living,  vis.,. Weaver 
Osborn,  John  C.  Milne,  and  Gideon  H.  Durfee.  Mr. 
Osborn  and  Mr.  Milne  are  members  of  the  present 
board. 

The  present  board  is  aa  follows:  Weaver  Osborn, 
Nathan  Read,  Danforth  Horton,  Linden  Cook,  Foster 
H.  Stafford,  John  C.  Milne,  E.  E.  Hathaway.  Capi- 
tal, $200,000;  surplus,  $40,000;  undivided  profits, 
$37,475.13. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  organized  Jan.  23, 
1864,  with  a  capital  or  $200,000.  Hon.  John  S. 
Brayton  was  elected  president,  and  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Basaett  cashier.  In  March,  1865,  the  capital  stock 
waa  increased  to  $400,000,  which  is  its  present  figure. 
From  the  date  of  organization  until  1870  it  was  a 
United  States  depository  and  financial  agent.  The 
bank  is  located  at  No.  14  Granite  Block,  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Central  Streets,  the  southwest  of  the 
"  Four  Corners,"  so  called.  Mr.  Charles  A.  Bassett, 
cashier,  having  in  1877  been  elected  treasurer  of  the 
Fall  River  Savings-Dank,  waa  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Hezekiah  A.  Hrayton,  who  remained  cashier  until 
April  28,  1880,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  C.  E. 
Hendricks.. ii,  the  present  incumbent.  The  present 
officers  of  the  bank  are  as  follows:  President,  John 
S.  Ilrayton;  Cashier,  Charles  E.  Heudrickson ;  Direc- 
tors, John  8.  Brayton,  William  B.  Ilrayton;  II.  A. 
Brayton,  D.  A.  Hrayton,  Jr. 

The  Second  National  Bank  is  a  successor  of  the 
Wamsutta  Hank,  which  was  incorporated  as  a  Slate 
bank  June  4,  1856,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  The 
first  board  of  directors  were  8.  A.  Chace,  Hale  Rem- 
ington, James  B.  Luther,  Brownell  W.  Woodman, 

E.  C.  Kilburn,  Thomas  F.  Eddy,  and  Thomas  Almy. 
S.  A.  Chace  was  chosen  preaident,  aud  officiated  in  that 
capacity  until  1H78,  when  he  resigned,  and  Thomas 

F.  Eddy  was  elected  to  that  position.  Charles  J. 
Holmes  was  elected  cashier,  and  has  continued  to  the 
present  time.  In  May,  1864,  the  bank  was  reorgan- 
ized as  the  Second  National  Bank  of  Fall  River,  and 
the  following  year  the  capital  was  increased  to $150,000. 
The  preaeul  board  of  directors  are  Thomas  F.  Eddy, 
E.  C.  Kilburn,  C.  J.  Holmes,  C.  E.  Fisher,  I^ouiine 
Lincoln,  Albert  Winslow,  and  A.  B.  Saudford.  Cap- 
ital, $150,000;  undivided  earnings,  $34,000. 

The  Fall  River  Savinga-Bank  was  incorporated 
March  11,  1828,  aud  Oliver  Chace,  James  Ford, 
Henry  Chace,  Bradford  Durfee,  John  C.  Borden,  Clark 
Shove,  and  Hezekiah  Battelle  were  constituted  a  cor- 
poration by  the  name  of  the  Fall  River  Institution 
for  Savings. 

The  organization  of  the  institution  was  completed 
I  by  the  election  of  Micah  11.  Kugglcs  as  president, 
Harvey  Chace  secretary,  and  James  Ford  treasurer. 
The  first  board  of  trustees  were  as  follows:  David 
Anthony,  Samuel  Chace,  Nathaniel  U.  llorden,  John 
I  C.  Hordeii,  Harvey  Chace,  Joseph  Gooding,  James 


Digitized  by  Google 


FALL  RIVER. 


331 


Ford,  Bradford  Durfcc,  Richard  Borden,  John  S. 
Cotton,  Clark  Shove,  Philip  R.  Bennett,  Joseph  C. 
Luther,  Jesse  Eddy,  Enoch  French,  Hczekish  Bnt- 
tclle,  Matthew  C.  Dnrfee,  and  William  H.  Hawkins. 
Enoch  French,  David  Anthony,  Matthew  C.  Durfoe, 
Jesse  Eddy,  and  Harvey  Chace  were  constituted  a 
board  of  investment. 

May  28,  1828,  the  bank  was  opened  for  business, 
and  sixty-five  dollars  was  deposited  on  that  day  by 
four  depositors.  During  the  first  year  there  was 
three  thousand  two  hundred  and  tweuty-four  dollars 
received  from  fifty-cightdcpositors,  butof  this  amount 
five  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  was  withdrawn. 
The  first  dividend  was  made  in  October,  1828,  amount- 
ing to  thirteen  dollars  and  four  cents. 

The  act  of  incorporation  provided  for  its  continu- 
ance for  a  term  of  twenty  years.  In  April,  1847,  by 
special  vote  of  the  Legislature,  the  act  was  continued 
without  limitation.  In  April,  1866,  the  name  of  the 
bank  was  changed  to  "The  Fall  River  Savings-Bank." 

The  bank  has  had  but  four  presidents,  viz.,  Micah 
H.  Ruggles,  from  1828  to  1867 ;  Nathaniel  B.  Borden, 
from  1867  to  1865 ;  Job  B.  French,  from  18C5  to  1882; 
and  William  Lindsey,  from  1882  to  the  present  time. 
Its  original  place  of  business  was  in  the  office  of 
James  Ford,  the  first  treasurer.  In  1830  it  was  re- 
moved to  the  store  of  Hawkins  A  Fish,  southeast 
corner  of  Main  and  Bedford  Street*,  Mr.  William  H. 
Hawkins  having  succeeded  Mr.  Ford  in  the  office  of 
treasurer.  In  July,  1833,  Mr.  Hawkins  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Henry  H.  Fish,  who  was  in  turn  succeeded  in 
1836  by  Mr.  Joseph  F.  Lindsey.  Mr.  Lindsey  de- 
voted the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the  interests  of  the 
bank,  and  upon  his  retirement  in  1877,  after  forty 
years'  service  in  an  office  which  he  had  conducted 
with  marked  honesty,  ability,  and  courtesy,  was  com- 
plimented with  the  appointment  of  vice-president  of 
the  corporation.  His  successor  as  treasurer  was  Mr. 
Charles  A.  Bassett,  who  has  continued  to  the  present 
time.  Mr.  Bassett  had  been  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Fall  River  for  thirteen  years. 

The  bank  continued  in  Mr.  Fish's  store  till  some 
time  in  1841,  when  an  increase  of  business  demanded 
more  room,  and  a  small  building  in  the  rear  of  tho 
old  post-office  on  Pocasset  Street  was  procured.  It 
remained  hereabout  a  year,  and  was  then  removed  to 
tho  basement  of  a  house  on  North  Main  Street,  owned 
and  occupied  by  Dr.  Nathan  Durfee.  This  house  was 
dentroyed  in  the  great  fire  of.  July,  1843,  and  a  private 
dwelling  was  occupied  by  the  bank  until  the  next 
January,  when  the  Mount  Hope  House  Block  was 
completed  on  tho  site  of  the  former  office.  The  bank 
was  then  moved  into  the  office  in  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  this  block,  where  it  remained  until  the  erection 
of  its  own  banking-house  on  North  Main  Street  in 
March,  18<19,  which  is  one  of  the  most  complete  in 
the  8tate. 

The  bank  has  paid  dividends  regularly  every  year, 
excepting  1879.   In  1882,  however,  an  extra  dividend 


of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  was  paid,  which  made 
good  to  the  depositors  the  deficiency  of  1879.  The 
total  dividends  from  organization  up  to  and  including 
October,  1882,  amount  to  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  and  a  half  per  cent.,  making  an  average  of  six 
per  cent,  since  its  organization. 

Previous  to  the  spring  of  1878  the  bank  had  con- 
tinuously increased  its  deposits,  until  the  amount 
reached  an  excess  of  $6,000,000.  The  well-known 
local  financial  irregularities  of  that  and  the  following 
year  caused  universal  distrust,  and  it  was  deemed  ex- 
pedient that  the  bank  should  take  the  benefit  of  the 
restrictive  act  limiting  payments,  known  as  the  "  Pay 
Law."  It  was  first  applied  to  the  bank  in  July,  1878, 
and  continued  in  force  until  April  1, 1880,  when  the 
bank  resumed  payment  under  its  by-laws,  and  has 
since  paid  upon  demand  all  sums  desired  by  the  de- 
positors, and  the  managers  can  now  confidently  say 
that  in  their  opinion  it  is  as  sound  and  safe  as 
never  before.  The  present  deposits  amount  to  over 
14,400,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  William  Lind- 
sey, president;  A.  8.  Tripp,  vice-president;  Isaac  B. 
Chace,  clerk ;  Trustees,  J.  B.  French,  A.  S.  Tripp, 
Caleb  B.  Vickery,  Robert  C.  Brown,  Guilford  H. 
Hathaway,  Benjamin  Earl,  William  Lindsey,  Isaac 
B.  Chace,  Thomas  J.  Borden,  James  C.  Eddy,  Brad- 
ford D.  Davol,  Newton  R.  Earl,  Crawford  E.  Lindsey, 
Samuel  R.  Buffinton,  Henry  C.  Hawkins,  Henry  K. 
Bralcy,  Clark  Shove,  Ferdinand  H.  Giflbrd,  Robert 
Henry;  C.  A.  Bassett,  treasurer;  N.  R.  Earl,  secre- 
tary board  of  trustees;  Board  of  Investment,  William 
Lindsey,  Guilford  H.  Hathaway,  Robert  C.  Brown, 
James  C.  Eddy,  Henry  C.  Hawkins. 

Citizens'  Savings-Bank.— "  In  1861  the  October 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Bute  of 
Rhode  Island  passed  an  act  incorporating  'The 
8avings-Bank,'  to  be  located  in  Tiverton.  Oliver 
Chaco,  Jr.,  Cook  Borden,  Thomas  Borden,  Clark  8. 
Manchester,  and  their  associates  and  successors,  were 
created  a  body  politic,  under  the  name  and  style  of 
'Tho  Saviugs-Bank,'  with  perpetual  succession. 
The  amount  of  deposits  to  be  received  was  limited 
to  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

"The  bank  was  organized  Nov.  15,  1861,  by  the 
election  of  Joseph  Osborn,  president ;  Charles  F. 
8earle,  secretary ;  William  H.  Brackett,  treasurer ; 
and  a  board  of  fifteen  trustees.  Cook  Borden,  Oliver 
Chace,  Jr.,  Weaver  Osborn,  William  C.  Chapin,  and 
Samuel  Hathaway  were  chosen  a  board  of  invest- 
ment. The  bank  was  opened  for  business  Dec.  1, 
1851,  at  the  office  of  the  Fall  River  Union  Bank,  and 
on  that  day  the  first  deposit  was  made. 

"  In  June,  1864,  the  bank  was  removed  to  the  office 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Fall  River  Union  Bank 
building,  on  South  Main  Street,  corner  of  Rodman 
Street,  and  continued  there  until  the  change  in  the 
boundary  line  between  Rhodo  Island  and  Massachu- 
setts, March  16, 1862,  when  it  became  a  Massachu- 
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setts  institution,  under  the  name  of  the  Citizens' 
Savings-Bank,  and  wub  removed  with  the  Poctu»et 
Dank  to  the  north  west  corner  of  the  market  building, 
now  City  Hall.  In  January,  1878,  the  bank  was  again 
removed  to  the  offlce  prepared  for  it,  in  connection 
with  the  Pocasaet  National  Bank,  in  the  tatter's  new 
building,  erected  for  a  banking-house  and  other  pur* 
poaes,  ou  the  corner  of  Main  and  Bedford  Streets. 

"  la  December,  1862,  William  H.  Brackett  resigned 
the  office  of  treasurer  on  account  of  removal  to  an- 
other city,  and  Edward  E.  Hathaway  was  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy. 

"The  first  dividend  was  declared  June  4,  1852, 
vis.,  three  per  cent,  for  the  preceding  six  months." 

The  present  deposits,  February  9th,  are  $2,216,- 
183.02;  undivided  profits,  $47,993.95;  guarantee 
fund,  $39,702.75.  President,  Joseph  Osborn ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Linden  Cook  and  Danforth  Horton ; 
Secretary,  John  C.  Milne;  Treasurer,  E.  E.  Hatha- 
way ;  Assistant  Treasurer,  E.  F.  Borden  ;  Second  As- 
sistant Treasurer,  William  F.  Winter;  Clerk,  William 

B.  Shove;  Book-keeper,  F.  O.  Dwelly;  Trustees,  Jo- 
seph Osborn,  L.  S.  Earle,  Linden  Cook,  Charles  P. 
Dring,  J.  C.  Milne,  Weaver  Osborn,  B.  F.  Winslow, 
F.  H.  Stafford,  Joseph  Healy,  George  O.  Fairbanks, 
Samuel  W.  Hathaway,  Danforth  Horton,  Joseph  U. 
Garr,  George  H.  Eddy,  M.  G.  B.  Swift,  P.  I.  Conant, 
John  B.  Marvel,  F.  L.  Almy,  James  W.  Henry,  Je- 
rome Dwelly  ;  Board  of  Investment,  Weaver  Osborn, 
Charles  P.  Dring,  John  C.  Milne,  Linden  Cook, 
Lloyd  S.  Earle. 

Weaver  Osborn  was  a  member  of  the  first  board  of 
trustees,  and  has  remained  a  trustee  to  the  present 
time. 

The  Fall  River  Five-Cent  Savings-Bank  was  in- 
corporated April  10, 1855,  with  the  following  incorpo- 
rators :  S.  Angier  Chace,  Hale  Remington,  Walter  C. 
Durfee,  James  BufBnton,  E.  P.  Buffintou,  B.  H.  Davis, 
Asa  P.  French,  and  Alvan  S.  Ballard.  The  institution 
was  organized  on  the  25th  of  the  following  October, 
with  8.  Angier  Chace,  president;  Hale  Remington, 
secretary  ;  Charles  J.  Holmes,  Jr.,  treasurer;  and  S. 
Angier  Chace,  Asa  Eames,  E.  P.  Butfinton,  Abner 
L.  Westgate,  and  Robert  K.  Remington,  a  board  of 
investment.  Mr.  Chace  remained  president  until 
1878,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Walter 

C.  Durfee.  Mr.  Remington  continued  as  secretary 
until  October,  1856,  when  John  1*.  Slade  was  elected 
to  that  position.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the 
office  or  treasurer,  Mr.  Holmes  having  officiated  dur- 
ing the  twenty-seven  years  of  the  bank's  existence. 
The  present  deposits  amount  to  $1,100,000 ;  surplus, 
$30,000.  The  present  hoard  of  investment  is  as  fol- 
lows: Walter  0.  Durfee,  E.  C.  Kilburn,  Iram  Smith, 
S.  M.  Brown,  and  Edwin  Shaw. 

The  Union  Savings-Bank  was  incorporated  April 
24,  1869,  with  Oardner  T.  Dean,  Edwin  Shaw,  and 
Lafayette  Nichols  as  corporators.  An  organization 
was  immediately  effected  by  the  choice  of  Augustus 


Chace,  president;  James  M.  Morton,  Jr.,  secretary ; 
D.  A.  Chapin,  treasurer;  and  a  board  of  twenty-five 
trustees.  The  board  of  investment  consisted  of  Cook 
Borden,  William  B.  Durfee,  Gardner  T.  Dean,  Lafay- 
ette Nichols,  and  Alphonso  8.  Covel.    The  bank 


opened  for  business  in  May,  1869. 

Its  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President, 
Augustus  Chace;  Secretary,  Abraham  G.  Hart; 
Treasurer,  Daniel  A.  Chapin  ;  Board  of  Investment, 
Nathan  Chace.  William  B.  Durfee,  Gardner  T.Dean, 
Lafayette  Nichols,  A.  8.  Covel. 
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The  Fall  River  Monitor  — The  pioneer  in  Fall 
River  journalism  was  the  Munitor,  first  issued  Jan.  6, 
1826,  by  Nathan  Hall.  The  office  of  publication  was 
on  Bedford  Street,  in  a  brick  building  which  stood 
where  is  situated  the  block  now  occupied  by  Messrs. 
Allen,  Slade  A  Co.,  for  their  wholesale  grocery  busi- 
ness. The  size  of  the  paper  was  niueteen  by  twenty- 
four  inches,  four  pages,  and  four  columns  to  a  page. 

The  paper  was  printed  on  a  Ramage  press,  similar 
to  the  one  used  by  Franklin.  The  ink  was  distributed 
upon  the  type  by  balls,  the  very  ancient  style  of  the 
art. 

The  number  of  advertisements,  though  quite  lim- 
ited, was  respectable  for  this  early  period  of  our 
history  as  a  town.  Among  these  we  note  that  John 
S.  Cotton  offers  a  variety  of  goods  at  his  store,  at  the 
old  stand  at  the  corner  formerly  occupied  by  the  Fall 
River  Manufactory,  viz.,  dry-goods,  groceries,  crock- 
ery, glassware,  ami  hardware.  John  Soulhwick  was 
also  a  dealer  in  the  same  articles.  J.  A  D.  I/eonard 
supplied  the  people  with  paints  and  oil,  but  as  no 
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thing  is  Mid  about  paper  hangings,  we  infer  that  Fall 
River  people  had  not  attained  to  the  style  necessary 
to  make  them  a  profitable  com'mnditjr.  Ilcnnett  & 
Jacobs  wore  prominent  dealers  in  West  India  goods 
and  groceries,  as  also  did  Uirnm  Bliss.  Enoch  French 
A  Sons  supplied  the  people  with  boots,  shoes,  and 
leather,  which,  by  the  way,  is  the  only  store  which  has 
remained  till  this  day,  the  same  being  continued  by 
one  of  the  sons  and  a  grandson  under  the  firm-name 
of  Job  B.  French  A  Son,  at  or  near  the  old  stand,  but 
with  greatly  increased  facilities.  Samuel  Shove  A 
Son  were  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business,  and  also 
including  in  his  stock  crockery,  earthen-  and  glass- 
ware. Blake  A  Nichols  were  dealers  in  staple  goods. 
Peleg  H.  Earl  was  the  merchant  tailor.  James  Ford 
dispensed  the  law.  Joseph  Luther  and  J.  Ames 
taught  private  schools.  Benjamin  Anthony  and  John 
Southwick  were  the  auctioneers.  James  G.  Bowen 
was  the  postmaster.  Matthew  C.  Durfee  was  the  only 
bank  cashier.  Susan  Jennings  was  the  tailored,  and 
Mrs.  Hannah  Allen  the  mantuamakcr.  David  An- 
thony was  agent  for  a  Boston  insurance  company. 
John  C.  Borden  and  David  Anthony  were  among  the 
principal  owners  of  real  estate,  and  the  former  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  his  name  appearing  occasionally 
ns  officiating  at  marriage  ceremonies.  A  Masonic 
lodge  was  in  being  here  at  this  early  day,  of  which 
Bt,  W.  lender.  P.  Lovcll  was  Master,  and  John  C. 
Borden  was  Secretary  and  Tyler,  with  Rev.  A.  B.  Read 
as  Chaplain. 

B.  Earl  entered  the  office  of  the  Monitor  as  an  ap- 
prentice late  in  the  fall  of  182B.  After  serving  three 
years,  and  continuing  lalmr  in  the  office  some  six 
months  longer,  he  purchased  the  office  with  all  its 
materials,  the  good-will,  and  list  of  subscribers  to  the 
Monitor,  and  commenced  its  publication  on  the  1st 
of  July,  1829,  continuing  its  publication  until  1838, 
when  it  was  sold  out  to  Tripp  &  Pearcc.  During  the 
last  year  or  two  of  Mr.  Earl's  connection  with  the 
office,  J.  S.  Hammond  was  associated  with  him  in  that 
and  other  business. 

James  Ford,  Esq.,  officiated  as  editor  of  the  Monitor 
during  most  of  the  period  of  its  publication  by  Mr. 
Earl. 

During  the  publication  of  the  Afonitor  by  Mr.  Earl, 
the  Morgan  excitement  on  Masonry  and  anti-Masonry 
sprung  up,  and  waxed  hot  and  hitter  between  the 
contending  adherents  on  cither  side;  and  also  the 
"great  Hodges  and  Buggies'  contest,"  as  it  was  after- 
wards called,  for  Congressional  appointment,  which 
finally  terminated  in  the  election  of  Hodges  on  the 
netenlh  ballot.  The  Monitor  took  the  Masonic  side  of 
question  in  controversy,  and  this  gave  to  its  publisher 
the  cognomen  of  "  Jack-mason." 

In  March,  1838,  Earl  A  Hammond  sold  nut  their 
interest  in  the  paper  to  Mr.  N.  A.  Tripp  and  Alfred 
1'earce.  Their  partnership  continued  but  three 
months,  when  Mr.  Henry  Pratt  assumed  the  obliga- 
tions which  Mr.  Pearce  had  thrown  off".   Thus  for 


years  the  publishers  were  Messrs.  Tripp  A 
Pratt  In  18A0,  Mr.  Tripp  went  out  of  the  firm,  and 
in  1857  engaged  in  the  publication  of  the  Daiiy  Star, 
which  soon  after  came  into  existence. 

The  senior  publisher,  Mr.  Noel  A.  Tripp,  still  sur- 
vives, and  is  an  atlachtt  of  this  office.  He  ia  probably 
the  oldest  printer  in  the  county,  and  still  wears  his 
honors  bravely,  receiving  to  himself,  very  justly,  the 
credit  of  establishing  the  first  daily  newspaper  which 
became  a  permanent  institution.  Mr.  Alfred  Penrce 
died  in  Providence,  March  12,  1871. 

For  many  years  previous  to  the  fire  of  1843  the 
paper  was  published  in  the  Exchange  Building  which 
stood  where  the  City  Hall  building  is  now  located. 
After  the  fire  it  sought  temporary  quarters  in  the  rear 
of  Mrs.  Young's  residence,  on  North  Main  8treet, 
until  the  Borden  block,  which  stood  where  the  new 
one  is  now  erected,  was  finished,  when  it  was  removed 
thither.  When  the  Pocasaet  House  was  rebuilt  the 
office  was  removed  to  its  present  quarters,  where  it  has 
remained  ever  since. 

In  1841  the  present  proprietor  entered  the  office  to 
serve  an  apprenticeship,  after  concluding  which  he 
continued  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Henry  Pratt,  the  pub- 
lisher, most  of  the  time  till  about  185J5,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  business  himself.  In  December,  1868,  he 
assumed  the  publication  of  the  Monitor,  which  had 
been  suspended  for  some  months.  For  two  years  it 
was  run  as  a  free  paper.  Jan.  1,  1871,  it  was  enlarged 
to  its  present  dimensions  and  issued  at  one  dollar  per 
annum.  It  continued  at  this  price  one  year,  and  Jan. 
1,  1872,  the  subscription  waa  raised  to  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  per  annum.  Ita  subscription  is  larger,  and 
it  has,  undoubtedly,  now  a  far  wider  circulation  than 
at  any  period  in  its  history. 

The  names,  of  those  who  at  various  times  previous 
to  Mr.  Robertson's  Conner!  with  the  Monitor  wielded 
the  editorial  pen  in  its  columns  are  in  their  order  as 
follows:  Joseph  Hathaway,  Esq.,  Charles  F.  Town- 
send,  Matthew  C.  Durfee,  James  Ford,  Esq.,  and  Hon. 
Joseph  E.  Dawlcy.  Mr.  Dawley  is  the  only  one  now 
living. 

The  first  editor,  Mr.  Hathaway,  was  a  native  of 
Fall  River,  which  then  embraced  Freetown,  where 
Mr.  Hathaway  was  born.  He  was  probably  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  members  of  the  Bristol  County  bar. 
As  a  platform  speaker  he  had  few  equals,  and  as  an 
incisive  writer  he  could  wield  a  lance  which  cut  to  the 
quick. 

Charles  F.  Townscnd,  Esq.,  of  "Townsend  Hill" 
notoriety,  became  an  early  contributor  to  the  columns 
of  the  Monitor,  more  especially  in  its  poetical  depart- 
ment, and  continued  in  that  capacity  many  years. 

Matthew  C.  Durfee  was  its  editor  from  1828  to  1830. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  talents,  a  cashier  of  the  first 
bank  ever  started  here,  and  possessed  good  business 
abilities.  He  was  a  good  writer,  a  person  of  conscien- 
tious principles,  and  wielded  a  trenchant  pen.  He 
died  in  December,  1841.      .  . 
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James  Ford,  Esq.,  assumed  the  editorial  chair  in 
1830  and  continued  till  1858.  As  a  writer,  he  was 
honest  in  statement  and  an  ardent  advocate  of  his 
political  party,— the  Whigs.  During  a  good  portion 
of  this  time  the  Democracy  were  in  the  ascendant  iu 
the  nation,  but  Fall  River  usually  was  carried  by  (he 
Whigs,  and  it  was  generally  conceded  that  the  paper 
was  a  powerful  motor  in  the  accomplishment  of  this 
work.  Political  controversy  raged  high  in  those  days, 
much  hotter  than  in  modern  times.  The  editor  was 
not  peculiarly  mild  in  his  denunciation  of  the  policy 
of  the  Democratic  party,  whom  he  generally  styled 
"  Locofocos,"  a  term  quite  commonly  applied  to  them 
in  those  days.  Various  attempts  were  made  to  sustain 
a  newspaper  again  by  the  Democratic  party,  but  with 
indifferent  success.  Failure  after  failure  followed 
until  the  Weekly  New  got  a  foothold.  In  the  mean 
time  the  editor  of  the  Monitor  was  continually  pouring 
hot  shot,  metaphorically  speaking,  into  the  enemy's 
camp.  Generally  the  opposition  papers  were  edited 
by  various  persons,  hence  arose  a  term  of  "forty 
fathers,"  which  Judge  Ford  applied  to  the  authors  of 
their  editorials.  The  first  objective  point  seemed  to 
be  the  demolition  of  the  theories  of  the  Monitor, 
against  which  they  battled  long  and  earnestly.  The 
controversy  was  long  continued,  the  excitement  ran 
high,  and  epithets  of  a  harmless  nature  were  freely 
applied  on  both  sides.  Though  for  a  while  these 
afforded  considerable  amusement  to  the  patrons  of 
the  papers,  yet  they  were  carried  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  become  tedious  to  the  readers  and  unprofitable  to 
the  publishers.  In  those  days  newspaper  controversy 
was  more  popular  than  it  is  now,  but  as  they  gener- 
ally degenerate  into  personal  abuse,  they  detract  from 
the  character  and  profitableness  of  the  paper,  and 
please  few  but  those  whose  belligerent  propensities  are 
superior  to  the  mental.  Mr.  Ford  lived  to  a  ripe  old 
age,  being  only  a  few  days  short  of  eighty-nine  years 
at  his  death,  retaining  his  mental  faculties  till  the  last. 

Hon.  Joseph  E.  Dawley  became  a  contributor  to 
the  Monitor  as  early  as  1847,  and  upon  the  retirement 
of  Mr.  Ford,  in  1858,  he  assumed  the  sole  editorial 
charge,  and  continued  to  discharge  those  duties  until 
about  1861,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  the  paper  was  suspended  for  several  months. 

The  Monitor  is  now  published  by  Mr.  William  S. 
Robertson,  editor  and  proprietor. 

The  Moral  Envoy  (anti-Masonic)  was  started  in 
1830  by  George  Wheaton  Allen,  a  native  of  llatavia, 
N.  Y.  This  journal  continued  to  be  published  about 
a  year,  when  in  1831  it  was  succeeded  by  the  Village 
Recorder,  Noel  A.  Tripp  publisher.  This  was  issued 
once  a  fortnight  from  the  same  office  as  the  Monitor 
for  a  short  time  until  1832,  when  it  came  out  weekly. 
After  running  nearly  three  years,  the  Recorder  was 
morged  In  the  Monitor. 

In  1886  there  was  started  the  first  Democratic 
paper,  a  weekly,  called  the  Ihtrioi.  The  publisher 
was  William  N.  Canfield.  It  was  edited  a  few  months 


by  B.  Ellery  Hale,  after  which  the  editorial  work  was 
mostly  performed  by  a  coterie  of  writers,  among 
whom  were  the  late  Dr.  P.  W.  Leland,  Dr.  Foster 
Hooper,  Jonathan  Slode,  and  Louis  Lapbain,  Esq. 
|  These  were  the  "  forty  fathers,"  so  termed  by  James 
Ford,  Esq.,  who  at  this  time  edited  the  Monitor.  The 
Patriot  was  a  journal  of  considerable  ability,  and 
did  good  service  for  the  Democracy.  It  lived  four  or 
five  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  An-hetype,  which 
was  started  in  1841  under  the  management  of  Messrs. 
Thomas  Almy  and  Louis  Laphani.  After  one  year 
it  was  discontinued,  and  was  followed  by  the  Gatette, 
published  by  Abraham  Bowen,  and  edited  by  Stephen 
Hart.  This  was  also  short-lived,  when  the  Argue 
sprung  up  under  the  editorial  supervision  of  Jouathun 
Slade,  with  Thomas  Almy  as  publisher.  The  office 
being  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  of  1843,  the  paper 
waa  suspended.  About  this  time  was  issued  the  Flint 
and  Steel,  a  small  weekly  sheet  edited  by  the  late  Dr. 
I'.  W.  I/elaud.  It  was  in  the  interest  of  the  Democ- 
racy, and  gave  full  scope  to  the  talent  possessed  by 
the  doctor  in  making  the  sparks  of  criticism  and  sar- 
casm fly  thick  and  fast. 

At  its  demise  various  ventures  in  journalism  were 
made,  among  them  1  he  Mechanic,  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Almy,  assisted  by  Mr.  John  C.  Milne,  the  Warn- 
paHoaij,  and  some  others.  Since  1845  there  have  been 
the  All  Sorlt,  by  Abraham  Bowen,  published  occa- 
sionally; Journal,  weekly,  by  George  Robertson; 
People'*  IYcm,  tri-weekly,  by  Noel  A.  Tripp.  The 
All  Sorts  anil  Journal  lived  for  a  season.  The  l*reu 
was  published  five  years,  and  then  in  1865  was  merged 
into  the  Monitor. 

The  Labor  Journal,  published  by  Henry  Seavey, 
was  started  in  1873,  now  discontinued.  The  i: Echo 
du  Canada,  an  organ  of  the  French  Canadians,  was 
started  in  1873,  and  lived  about  two  years. 

The  first  daily  paper  was  The  Spurt,  published  in 
1848,  a  small  campaign  paper,  edited  by  Louia  Lap- 
ham,  Esq.,  which  lived  but  a  few  weeks. 

The  Fall  River  Weekly  News  was  established 
April  3,  1845,  by  Thomas  Almy  and  John  C.  Milne, 
as  a  Democratic  paper,  and  continued  aa  such  till 
1853,  when  it  espoused  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  which  it  has  continued  to  advocate  ever 
since.  In  June,  1859,  the  publication  of  the  Daily 
Evening  Newt  was  commenced,  in  connection  with 
the  Weekly.  In  18C4,  Mr.  Frank  L.  Almy,  who  had 
entered  the  office  as  an  apprentice  during  the  first 
year  of  the  Weekly  Newt,  was  admitted  as  a  partner. 

In  1882  the  firm  of  Almy,  Milne  &  Co.  was  dissolved 
by  the  death  of  the  senior  partner,  Mr.  Thomas  Almy, 
after  a  business  connection  with  Mr.  Milne  of  more 
than  thirty-seven  years,  and  the  publication  of  the 
two  papers  has  been  continued  since  that  time  by  Mr. 
John  C.  Milne  and  Mr.  Frank  L,  Almy,  under  the 
original  firm-name  of  Almy  Sc.  Milne. 

Both  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Neve  have  been  enlarged 
from  time  to  time,  until  they  are  now  among  the 
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largest  papers  in  the  State,  each  containing  thirty-six 
column*.  The  Evening  New*  is  the  largest  daily  pub- 
lished in  the  city,  and  it  has  a  large  and  increasing 
circulation,  and  it*  value  as  an  advertising  medium  is 
well  understood  by  business  men.  It  is  an  able,  high- 
toned,  and  influential  journal,  and  in  the  days  of  the 
anti-slavery  agitation  was  noted  for  ita  r.cal  and  effi- 
ciency in  the  cause  of  human  freedom.  It  occupies 
a  bold  and  fearless  position  on  the  great  moral  ques- 
tions of  the  day,  is  a  prominent  advocate  of  the  tem- 
perance cause,  allows  no  liquor  advertisements  in  its 
columns,  and  gives  its  aid  to  advance  in  every  way 
the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

Fall  River  Herald. — In  1872  a  conference  of  lead- 
ing Democrats  of  Fall  River  was  held  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  establishing  a  daily  paper  to  represent 
the  interests  of  the  party  and  the  workingmen  of  the 
city.  Accordingly,  a  subscription-paper  was  circu- 
lated chiefly  among  the  Irish  Democrats  of  means, 
and  in  a  short  lime  stock  to  the  amount  of  six  thou- 
sand dollars  was  taken  and  paid  for.  An  office  in 
Nichols  building  on  Pocassct  Street  was  secured,  and 
the  necessary  materials  purchased.  On  July  2d  the 
first  copy  of  the  paper  was  issued,  under  the  name  of 
The  Border  City  Herald,  with  Mr.  William  Hovcy, 
later  editor  of  the  Motion  IVantrripi,  and  now  editor 
of  the  Sunday  Budget,  in  charge  of  the  cditorinl  de- 
partment. The  paper  sprang  into  immediate  favor 
both  among  renders  and  business  men,  and  ita  success 
was  assured  from  the  first  issue.  Instead  of  confining 
itself  to  the  narrow  channels  of  partisanship,  an  inde- 
pendent position  was  assume!,  and  Democratic  pro- 
clivities set  aside  whenever  any  false  course  was  per- 
ceptible in  that  party.  With  success  came  that 
negligence  so  characteristic  of  people  who  have  not 
much  on  their  minds,  and  the  result  was  that  the 
monetary  affairs  of  the  concern  were  improperly  man- 
aged. Several  times  was  the  project  of  dissolving  the 
company  broached  in  the  meetings  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, but  the  wisdom  of  the  clear-sighted  members 
prevailed,  and  the  question  effectually  disposed  of 
forever.  A  debt  of  over  five  thousand  dollars  was  in- 
curred by  tho  directors,  which  no  one  could  see  a  way 
of  lifting.  A  now  and  more  energetic  board  of  direct- 
ors was  chosen,  who  personally  managed  the  affairs 
and  applied  for  articles  of  incorporation  in  1877, 
which  were  granted,  and  the  name  changed  to  Fall 
River  Daily  Herald.  A  good  system  of  economy  was 
at  once  inaugurated,  money  raised  to  meet  the  out- 
standing obligations,  and  the  company  placed  on  a 
sounder  footing.  The  new  lease  of  life  infused  into  the 
ITcrald  at  that  time  has  brought  it  to  ita  present  ex- 
cellent standing ;  so  that  the  stock,  which  sold  for 
forty  dollars  per  share  in  1876-77,  cannot  now  be  bad 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  Hovey  was  succeeded  as  editor  by  the  late 
Judge  Lapham,  whose  ponderous  editorial  article* 
afforded  great  pleasure  to  tho  old-line  Democrats, 
among  whom  he  was  the  leading  light.   He  contin- 


ued in  charge  until  his  duties  as  justice  of  the  Police 
Court  became  so  onerous  that  ho  was  compelled  to  re- 
sign. Mr.  Walter  Scott  was  the  third  editor,  followed 
soon  by  a  New  Jersey  journalist  named  Troll  ease, 
whose  stay  was  exceedingly  brief,  because  of  hia  ir- 
regular habits.  Oeorgo  Salisbury,  now  editor  and. 
publisher  of  the  Fall  River  Weekly  Advance,  was  ap- 
pointed his  successor,  but  receiving  a  more  advan- 
tageous offer,  he  shortly  afterward  resigned  to  accept 
a  similar  position  from  Henry  Scvey,  who  at  that 
|  time  was  running  a  one-cent  paper  on  Pleasant  Street 
I  called  the  Daily  Journal  and  Democrat.  Mr.  Ernest 
King,  an  associate  at  one  time  of  Horace  Greeley, 
and  publisher  of  a  paper  in  Connecticut,  was  next 
called  in  as  editor,  and  filled  the  position  acceptably, 
when  he  asked  to  be  released,  on  accountof  a  difficulty 
with  the  directors,  who  held  that  tho  paper  was 
amenable  to  the  laws  under  the  copyright  act  for 
publishing  an  article  on  the  Irish  question  written  by 
Charles  8.  Parnell  for  the  North  American  Review. 
The  seventh  editor  was  William  B.  Wright,  a  young 
Hoston  journalist,  who  caused  the  paper  to  assume  a 
new  and  more  vigorous  tone.  He  stayed  two  years, 
when  he,  too,  January,  1882,  resigned.  The  vacancy 
remained  unfilled  for  a  few  weeks,  until  Mr.  Joseph  E. 
Chamberlain,  at  that  time  editor  of  the  Newport  Daily 
Newt,  and  former  managing  editor  of  the  Chicago 
1\me$,  assumed  charge  at  the  invitation  of  tho  direc- 
tors. The  paper  has  made  a  great  gain  in  circulation 
and  influence  within  the  past  year.  It  is  Democratic 
in  politics,  and  independent  and  fearless  in  its  man- 
ner of  discussing  public  topics. 

The  Advance  was  started  as  a  licensed  victuallers' 
organ  in  March,  1879,  by  a  person  named  Trellease, 
and  soon  afterwards  fell  into  the  hands  of  Salisbury 
A  Newell,  who  continued  to  run  it  until  August,  1881, 
when  Mr.  Salisbury  purchased  his  partner's  interest 
in  the  concern,  and  has  since  run  it  as  its  sole  pro- 
prietor and  editor,  entirely  changing  its  character 
and  tone,  and  making  it  an  independent,  chatty,  and 
amusing  family  and  news  paper.  Starting  as  a  small 
six-column,  patent  outside  sheet,  it  has  gradually  de- 
veloped into  a  nine-column  paper,  all  filled  with 
bright,  fresh,  and  interesting  reading-matter.  It  is  a 
paragraphic  and  witty  paper,  which  is  quoted  far  and 
near,  and  its  jokes  and  stories  are  reproduced  as 
largely  in  the  old  country  as  at  home.  Mr.  Salisbury, 
the  editor,  is  an  Englishman,  who  has  only  been  in 
this  country  about  nine  years.  He  has  built  up  a 
big  and  a  jolly  paper,  and  is  a  prime  favorite  with 
the  paragraphic  fraternity  all  over  the  country.  The 
Advance  is  a  weekly  paper,  published  every  Saturday, 
and  has  a  large  and  steadily-increasing  circulation 
and  a  good  advertising  patronage.  The  Advance  is 
illustrated  by  humorous  cuts,  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  racy  and  laughable  stories. 

The  Daily  Record  was  established  Dec  12.  1878, 
by  W.  0.  Milne  A  Co.,  and  was  discontinued  July 
29,  1879. 
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The  Fall  River  Daily  Sun  was  first  issued  May 
11, 1880,  by  the  Fall  River  Bun  Publishing  Company, 
with  Earnest  King  as  editor,  and  was  published  until 
March  24,  1882. 

The  Pint  Stage  Line  between  Fall  River  and 
Providence  and  Fall  River  and  New  Bedford  was 
established  in  1825,  Mr.  Isaac  Fish  being  proprietor 
of  the  former,  and  L  H.  Bartlett  of  the  latter.  The 
terminus  of  each  line  being  at  Blade's  Ferry,  which 
was  crossed  by  a  horse  ferry-boat.  This  primitive 
craft  was  succeeded  in  1847  by  the  steam  ferry-boat 
"  Faitt,"  and  this  by  the  "  Weetamoe"  in  1859.  This 
ferry  continued  in  use  until  the  completion  of  the 
bridge  in  1875. 

Fall  River  and  Providence  Steamboat  Com- 
pany.— The  Fall  River  and  Providence  line  of 
stcamere  was  established  by  the  Tron-Worlu  Company 
in  1828,  and  was  owned  and  operated  by  that  corpor- 
ation until  1880,  wheu  it  was  organized  as  a  separate 
company,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  und  ninety- 
two  thousand  dollars. 

The  first  steamer  on  this  line  was  the  "  Hancock," 
put  on  in  1828;  she  measured  ninety -eight  tons, 
eighty-nine  feet  long,  eighteen  feet  beam,  and  about 
■is  feet  depth  of  hold,  and  was  commanded  by  Oapt. 
Thomas  Borden.  The  "  Hancock"  was  succeeded  by 
the  "  King  Philip"  in  1832.  The  "  Bradford  Durfee" 
was  placed  upon  the  route  in  1845,  the  "  Canonicus" 
in' 1849,  the  "  Metacomet"  in  1854,  and  the  "Rich- 
ard Borden"  in  1874.  Two  steamers,  the  '*  Richard 
Borden"  and  "Bradford  Durfee,"  ply  regularly  be- 
tween thiscityand Providence.  Thesteamer "Canon- 
icus" is  used  for  the  summer  season.  The  present 
officers  are  as  follows :  President,  Jefferson  Borden ; 
Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Robert  C.  Brown;  Directors, 
Jefferson  Borden,  John  8.  Brayton,  R.  B.  Bordeu, 
Nathaniel  Lindsey,  David  A.  Brayton,  Jr.,  and  H. 
M.  Barnes. 

The  Fall  River  Line.— The  first  steamboat  com- 
munication between  this  city  and  New  York  was  in- 
augurated in  1847  by  the  organization  of  the  Bay 
Bute  Steamboat  Company  with  a  capital  of  $300,000. 
The  first  steamer  commenced  her  tri|>s  in  May  of 
that  year.  Thia  was  the  "  Bay  State,"  three  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  long,  with  a  tonnage  of  sixteen  hun- 
dred, commanded  by  Capt.  Joseph  I.  Comstock.  The 
alternate  boat  was  the  steamer  "  Massachusetts,"  which 
was  chartered  until  the  completion  of  the  "  Metropo- 
lis" in  1854.  This  steamer  was  three  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  in  length,  with  a  capacity  of  two  thousand 
two  hundred  tons. 

The  conception  of  the  organization  of  this  favorite 
through  route  of  travel  between  Boston  and  New 
York,  via  Fall  River,  was  largely  due  to  Col.  Richard 
Borden,  by  whom  also  the  railroad  was  projected  and 
mainly  constructed.  Other  business  men  were  inter- 
ested in  this  latter  movement  and  aided  iu  its  develop- 
ment, among  whom  were  Andrew  Robeson,  Sr.,  who 
was  iu  first  president,  his  successor,  Hon.  Nathaniel 


B.  Borden,  and  David  Anthony,  who 
Jefferson  Borden  was  also  most  prominent  iu  the 
management,  and  shared  with  his  brother  Rkhard  in 
the  organisation  of  the  steamboat  line.  Until  1846, 
there  had  been  no  communication  direct  from  Fall 
River  by  steam  or  rail  with  either  Boston  or  New 
York. 

The  Bay  Bute  Steatnbout  Company  in  course  of 
time  passed  into  the  control  of  the  Boston,  Newport 
and  New  York  Steamboat  Company,  and,  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  Company  having  in  the  mean  time 
extended  their  mad  from  Fall  River  to  Newport,  that 
city  (1864)  was  made  the  eastern  terminus  for  the 
boats  of  the  line.  Soon  came  another  change,  the 
steamers  becoming  the  property  of  the  Narragansett 
Steamship  Company,  then  under  the  control  of  Jainee 
Fisk,  Jr.,  and  Jay  Gould,  of  New  York,  aud  the 
eastern  terminus  was  re-established  (1869)  at  Fall 
River. 

About  two  years  later  this  line  |>o*Med  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  Old  Colony  Steaniboul  Company,  which 
was  controlled  by  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  ('oinpany, 
thus  forming  the  now  famous  "  Fall  Rivor  Line,"  be- 
tween Boston  and  New  York.  Among  the  older  boats 
operated  by  this  company  were  the  "Senator,"  the 
"Governor,"  the  "  Katahdin,"  and  the  "State  of 
Maine."  The  present  steamers  are  the  "Old  Colony" 
and  "  Newport"  for  winter  service,  and  the  palatial 
steamers  "Bristol"  and  "Providence"  for  summer 
travel.  A  new  palatial  steamer  has  just  been  added 
to  this  line,  bearing  the  appropriate  mime  of  "  Pil- 
grim." This  is  ono  of  the  finest  and  largest  steamers 
plying  on  the  Sound. 

The  present  officers  of  the  company  are  as  follows: 
President,  Charles  F.  Cho.it  c  ;  Clerk,  George  Mars  ton  ; 
Treasurer,  John  M.  Washburn;  Directors,  Charles 
F.  Choate,  F.  B.  Hayes,  Uriel  Crocker,  Samuel  C. 
Cobb,  Fred.  L.  Ames,  Samuel  L.  Crocker,  John  J. 
Rusacll,  John  8.  Brayton,  T.  J.  Bordeu,  R.  W.  Turner, 
George  Marston,  William  J.  Rotch,  and  Elisha  W. 
Willard. 

Clyde'*  Philadelphia  and  New  England  Steam- 
ship Line. — This  project  was  inaugurated  iu  1870, 
when  a  line  of  steam  propellers  was  started  plying 
between  this  city  and  Philadelphia,  thus  opening  it 
new  and  direct  route  betweeu  Philadelphia  and 
Boston. 

Voter*  in  1830— In  the  years  of  1830  and  1832, 
when  Fall  Kiver  was  a  village  of  three  thousand  in- 
habitants or  thereabouts,  the  following-named  citizens 
were  legal  voters  in  the  town,  who  are  yet  residing 
here,  and  perhaps  others : 


Allan,  RudulphtM  II. 


MelTfa. 


nil.,  II 


n. 

T. 


U. 

1.1=.,  I  r 
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Parol,  Rlr phr  n. 

llntol,  William  C. 

Knrl,  IV  n 

Kleh,  t«n  .• 
French,  .h.b  II. 
Preach.  Stephen  I,. 
PN'll*Mi  Thomaa. 
OriMMll,  Ollter. 
Hall,  Aldnthar. 
Hart,  Jonathan. 
Muni,  William. 
Maann,  Wllllun. 
Xegna,  Ri'jmoar. 


Olney.  Dnrld. 
Raid,  Wllllun  V 
Lindner,  Jnneph  t. 
Sanfnrd,  William. 
Smith,  Inun. 
8trnnte,  William. 
Terry,  Cliurch. 
Terry,  MrluMman. 
Tripp,  Koal  A. 
Vlrhary,  Calab  B. 
Wllmn,  Job  T. 
Window,  Frederick. 
Wordell,  Hhnrlea 


Tlie  following-named  jeersona  then  residents  are 
now  living  out"bf  the  city: 


Allen,  Jamea  8. 
Conk,  Taut. 
Preneh.  A  an  P. 


1-e.tmrtl,  Panlel. 
Wlncheater,  John  P. 
Wood.  Leonard. 


This  lint  does  not  include  those  citizens  of  Fall 
River  who  were  then  citizens  of  Tiverton,  R.  I. 

The  Fire  of  1843.— The  year  1843  marks  a  mem- 
orahle  epoch  in  the  history  of  Fall  River.  On  the 
afternoon  of  July  2d  of  thai  year  the  town  was  vis- 
ited hy  a  most  devastating  conflngration,  which  in  a 
few  hours  laid  nearly  the  entire  village  in  ruins. 
The  fire  originated  in  a  small  carpenter-shop  on 
Borden  Street,  near  Main,  which  when  discovered 
was  enveloped  in  flames,  and  the  fiery  element 
whs  already  threatening  adjacent  huihlings.  A  mo- 
ment more  the  surrounding  buildings  were  on  fire, 
and  I  he  strong  wind  blowing  from  the  south  was 
hurling  the  crackling  flames  and  burning  cinders 
Into  the  very  heart  of  the  village.  The  flames 
leaped  from  building  to  building  with  such  amar.- 
ing  rapidity  that  all  attempts  of  the  hand-engines 
and  "  bucket  brigade"  to  subdue  them  were  unavail- 
ing, and  for  seven  hours  the  fire  raged  and  was  only 
checked  when  the  wind  suddenly  changed  and  blew 
in  an  opposite  direction.  Twenty  acres  were  burned 
over  in  the  heart  of  the  village,  extending  from 
liordcii  Street  on  the  south  to  Franklin  on  the  north, 
embracing  the  following  property  : 


Roll-coverar*a 
Turner* 
Paliitrre'  aliope 
Ilulrhera*  M 
Suap-hollar'a  ah  op 
Cljiar-lacbiry 
IlMlanninta 
mke-hoiiMS 
RrhnoMioiiaa 


diatom  hone* 

r«t-omc» 

Auction-room 
Cnun  tlnR-nxirm 
PenllllV  •• 

Prlntlng-ofllcea 
Lnwrera'  " 
Phyalclana'  M 
IVtrbera'  ahopa 

Whole 


ant  of  loan  on  building*. 


Who]*  amount  of  Inanranee... 
Kicem  of  lajaj   _ 


176,476 
*.1»I,UI0 


I 


Nnmber  of  I  nil  llnF.  burned,  nnl  lnrln<Hii|t  the  amajlar  on*a   1M 

Or  which  there  «*r*  in.  ' 

or  more  famlllaa  each 
IMcl*. 


Chmrhr*  I  (Inli  ..ll.t 
Otton  factory  lOld  " 
rattlase-faclorlra... 


Ha1l.lr-fHrl.1r7. 

Ta  11  nery  „  _  _  ^  „„...  .,„„ 

LI  rrry  atllldr*  _  „  „  

hrT-ifiN«ia  relaldlehmenta  doal  myed  

UMMaaj         "  «      „  „  

Oinceiy  and  pmtlaion  mlabllahnianta.  Including  3  or  ♦  crockery 

■atoir*  ciiltrcted..,,.  

Ibail  ami  ahoe^locea  daalroysd.. 

lint-  and  cap-      •*  ■  

Iha.k-  and  period  Ical-alor**  deatroyed. 
Itatdvaro-  *        m  a 

Milliner*'  ahopa  destroyed., 


Mantua-maker*"  ahopa  doatroyad  


J*weler»" 

ll*rnea*.nwkeT*'  "  " 
Store-  and  tinaare-ahnpe  " 

!lm«r.i«in.lrl«  ■ 
lllarkamllha'  ahop* 

Marblne-        ••  ■ 

Car|wnlera'  "  •* 
Reed-maker'*  shop 

Nhoemakera'  ahop*  " 


22 


Tha  nunibor  of  faRillira 
lime  of  Ilia  Are  waa 
Peraon*  belonging  In  thnae  Uu, 

Paraona  In  addition,  employed  or  doing  buaiueaa  In  lii*  biirnl  dle- 
trict,  but  llrlng  out,  aboot....  .......  .„   foo 

Custom-House.— The  district  of  Fall  River— em- 
bracing, besides  this  town,  the  other  towns  adjacent  to 
Taunton  River— up  to  April  1,  1837,  was  called  the 
District  of  Dighton,  with  Dighton  aa  the  port  of  , 
entry.  In  1834  the  custom-house  was  removed  to 
Fall  River,  and  the  name  of  tho  district  changed  to 
Fall  River. 

In  1840  there  were  belonging  to  this  district  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  registered,  enrolled,  and  li- 
censed vessels,  and  the  tonnage  was  eight  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  collectors :  Hodijah  Bay- 
ica,  1789-1809;  Nathaniel  Williams,  1809-23;  Her- 
cules Cushman,  1823-25;  Beth  Williams,  1825-29; 
William  Wood,  1829-33;  Horatio  Pratt,  1833-34; 
P.  W.  Leland,  1834-42;  Charles  J.  Holmes,  1842 
-45  (deputy  collector,  J.  E.  Read) ;  8.  W.  Leland, 
1845-49  (deputy  collector,  Jonathan  Slade) ;  Samuel 
I*  Thaxtcr,  1849-53  (deputy  collector,  Benjamin 
Earl) ;  S.  W.  Leland,  1863-61  (deputy  collector,  Jon- 
athan Slade) ;  Charles  Almy,  1861-66  (deputy  col- 
lector, Samuel  R.  Bufllnton);  Jamea  Brady,  Jr.,  1865 
-83  (deputy  collectors,  Samuel  R.  Buffi  u  ton,  Isaac 
Borden,  Edward  T.  Marvell). 

The  customs-office  was  in  several  different  places 
after  its  removal  to  Fall  River,  always  in  rented 
rooms,  until  June  29,  1881,  it  waa  removed  to  the 
new  government  building,  temporarily  occupying  the 
southeast  room  of  the  second  story.  The  building 
not  being  completed  made  very  uncomfortable  work' 
for  several  months,  or  until  the  office  was  removed  to 
the  north  rooms,  which  were  assigned  as  those  for  the 
public  business. 

At  the  time  of  the  great  fire  of  1843  all  papers  pre- 
vious to  1834  were  burned.  The  books  were  mostly 
saved,  dating  back  to  1789. 

Cuitom-Hoose  and  Poit-Offlce  Building. —  In 
1873  Congress  appropriated  $200,000  for  the  erect- 
ing of  a  custom-house  and  post-office  building  in  this 
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city,  the  appropriation  being  limited  to  this  amount. 
In  1875  the  limitation  was  repealed,  and  an  additional 
sum  of  $40,000  appropriated.  In  1876,  $25,000  was 
appropriated;  in  1877,  $20,000;  in  1878,  $70,000;  in 

1879,  $85,000;  in  1880,  $50,000 ;  and  in  1881,  $28,000, 
making  a  total  appropriation  of  $518,000,  of  which 
$182,856.65  was  expended  for  the  purchase  of  land. 
The  building  was  designed  and  the  plans  completed 
in  1876  by  Mr.  William  A.  Totter,  supervising  archi- 
tect, to  whose  professional  ability  it  is  certainly  very 
creditable.  The  building  was  begun  in  September, 
1875,  and  was  occupied  by  the  custom-house  in  June, 

1880,  and  by  the  post-office  a  few  months  later. 

The  government  structure  has  a  frontage  on  Bed- 
ford Streetof  one  hundred  and  twenty-live  feet,  and  on 
8econd  Street  of  eighty-four  feet.  It  It  three  stories 
elevation,  with  a  steep,  high  roof,  the  total  height 
from  street  curb  to  line  of  roof  being  ninety-two  feet. 
At  the  two  flanks,  and  facing  on  Bedford  Street,  are 
circular  pavilions,  which  project  from  the  body  of  the 
building,  and  between  these,  on  the  ground-floor,  are 
the  entrances  to  the  post-office,  through  five  broad 
archways.  The  main  features  here  are  the  large 
,  monoliths  of  polished  red  granite,  each  in  one  block, 
five  feet  by  three  feet  six  inches,  finished  by  elabor- 
ately-carved capitals  of  gray  granite.  A  noticeable 
amount  of  carved  work  of  a  high  order  is  displayed 
upon  the  Bedford  Street  front,  in  red  and  some  in 
gray  granite. 

On  the  Second  Street  frontage  the  entrance  to  the 
custom-house  is  the  prominent  feature  of  the  design. 
This  entrance-way,  with  its  arches,  polished  columns, 
massive  buttresses,  corbels,  crockets,  copings,  etc.,  is 
a  masterpiece  of  architecture,  occupying  a  space 
twenty-nine  feet  in  breadth,  and  two  stories  in  height. 
The  main  body  of  the  building  is  gray  rock-faced 
ashlar,  laid  in  regular  courses.  .  The  mullions  and 
reveals  of  the  windows,  the  interior  of  the  arcade 
entrances  to  the  post-office,  and  other  prominent 
points  are  of  gray  granite  finely  dressed.  The  band 
courses,  sills,  lintels,  cornices,  water-tables,  etc.,  are 
of  red  granite,  similarly  face-finished. 

The  entire  ground-floor  is  occupied  by  the  post- 
office,  the  second  floor  by  the  custom-house,  while  the 
third  floor  can  be  used  for  the  United  States  courts 
whenever  required.  This  is  one  of  the  most  complete 
and  elegant  government  buildings  in  the  United 
States. 

The  City  Hall. — The  first  town-house  was  estab- 
lished at  Steep  Brook,  the  then  centre  of  business  in 
1805.  In  1825  a  new  town  house  was  erected  on  land 
now  occupied  by  the  North  Cemetery.  In  1830  this 
building  was  removed  to  Town  Avenue,  and  occupied 
until  the  completion  of  the  new  town  hall  and  mar- 
ket building,  erected  after  the  great  fire  on  Main 
.  Street  In  1845-46  the  present  City  Hall  building, 
built  of  Fall  River  granite,  was  erected  in  Market 
Square,  at  an  expense  of  sixty-five  thousand  dollars, 
including  lot,  foundation,  sidewalks,  furniture,  etc. 


It  was  considered  a  model  public  building  for  the 
lime,  solid  and  substantial  in  it*  construction,  and 
judiciously  arranged  with  a  lock-up  or  town  prison  in 
the  basement,  a  market  on  the  first  floor,  and  a  large 
town  hall,  with  offices  in  front,  upon  the  second  floor. 
The  hall  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  State,  and  more 
commodious  even  than  the  far-famed  Faneuil  Hall  of 
Boston.  With  the  growth  of  the  city,  however,  more 
office  accommodation  was  required,  and  in  1872-73 
the  building  was  entirely  remodeled  and  rebuilt,  with 
the  addition  of  a  mansard  roof,  tower,  clock,  bell, 
etc.,  at  a  cost  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Educational. — The  first  church  edifice  in  ancient 
Freetown  was  erected  within  the  present  limits  of 
Fall  River,  and  was  used  for  religious  purposes  about 
niucty-eighl  years.  Adjacent  to  this  church  edifice, 
and  upon  the  same  lot  of  land,  stood  a  school-house 
where  the  children  of  former  generations  were  taught 
to  read,  write,  and  spell.  So  long  has  that  house  been 
gone  that  all  traditions  concerning  it  have  been  si- 
lenced, and  have  passed  from  the  minds  and  memo- 
ries of  men.  Secular  knowledge  and  divine  instruc- 
tion were  doubtless  for  a  time  imparted  under  the 
same  roof,  as  some  of  Freetown's  earliest  ministers 
were  also  employed  to  officiate  in  the  capacity  of 
town  school-master. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  town  records: 

"On  MM  Aral  Monday  In  February,  1703-4,  Voted,  Uial  -  uu  timid 

kssksssa  to  endeavour  touring  ■  uu  lutoiown  to  educate  and  inairuct 

children  In  rending  and  writing,  and  diefjenelng  Uie  guaprl  to  U*«  town. 
Kiocptance,  i 

"Julia  Haul,  Ju.,  Turn  VUrl." 

Again  we  find  under  the  date  of  May  15, 1718: 

■Ala  legal  lowu  matting  In  freelowu,  Voted,  -  T.,  at*  >i|>  a  aetnwl  to 
learn  children  to  read  and  right,  and  made  a  chuyoa of  Jacob  laalhaway 

*     '  "  John  Bku,  Ja.,  TWt  Orel  " 

Hathaway  was  not  only  a  wrestling  Jacob  but  u 
prevailing  Israel,  for  five  months  later  we  find  upon 
the  time-worn  record  was  entered,— 

"October,  the  Sib  day.- Voted,  to  allow  tbotaai  rub.Ha  30  IMS*  for 

-  februery,  lb.  Hth  Jay.  172u-lSt.- Voted  and  agreed!  to"t^a*  out  for 
a  eihuol-iuaeler  for  the  |.raatnt  year,  iBaaniitcli  at  Ui-  tail  yaar'a  avltool. 
matter,  Roberta  and  Ilia  town  did  not  agree. 

"JosaTttts  iNioaoa,  Teem  M" 

»  freetown.  May,  17lli  day,  1741  -Voted,  to  leer,  it  |a  tl„  prudence 
of  the  Select  Men  to  agree  with  William  Qalge  ur  with  Win.  Cetw.ll  to 
eerie  the  lowu  at  a  adtool  iuaater  for  Ilia  term  of  out  year." 

-freatown.  July  IWIiday,  1WI.- Voted,  30  pound,  he  raited  on  the 
Inhabitant!  to  pay  the  lowu'i  tchool  matltr.'* 

-freetown.  July  y.  IStl.  day  !7«.-tben  at  a  legal  town  meeting. 
Toted,  William  Ce. well  Ml  pounda  In  couti  deration  of  bia  earring  Ure 
town,  to  keep  ichool  in  the  town  one  whole  year,  the  taid  Caawrll  to 
ha  at  all  coat  of  boarding  or  dieting  hlnieeH:  Said  Oaaweil  btlagpreteut 
did  agree  to  terve.  Voted,  Ilia  acliool  to  he  removed  three  timet  In  the 
year,  the  Ant  remove  to  he  tt  the  meeting  hoiaee,  the  teevnd  remove  le 
be  it  the  lower  part  of  the  lowu,  thirdly  to  bo  lentoved  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  town.  Voted,  Uit  echoohhoueee  to  he  eel  at  the  middle  of 
each  half  of  the  town  from  the  meetlng-houee  or  centra. 

"  Jour  Iti  io,  Item  Ctarr." 

To  carry  out  the  last  clause  of  that  vote  a  school- 
house  had  to  be  built  at  or  near  Steep  Brook.  In 
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1725,  William  Gaige  wan  employed  to  keep  school 
one  year  for  thirty-two  pounds  and  board  himself. 

William  Caswell  served  as  school-master  for  the 
years  172G-28  for  thirty-eight  pounds  per  year,  and 
boarded  himself,  and  in  1729  his  wages  were  raised  to 
forty  pounds. 

July  10,  1727,  the  town  voted  to  build  two  school- 
houses,  one  of  which  should  be  eighteen  feet  long 
and  fourteen  feet  wide. 

In  1730,  William  Gaige  was  again  the  town's 
school-master  at  forty  pounds  per  year. 

In  1733  we  find  the  following  record  of  a  vote  passed 
November  2d  of  that  year : 


"Voted,  the  mm  of  no 

Mill  |,mn,«l«««fK»r 


to  Mr.  l.rarl 
iy  every  week, 


to  keep  Khool  III 


In  173*,"  Voted  Mr.  J»m«  Ward  CD  pound,  to  keep  Khool  on*  year. 


In  1738  sold  two  school-houses  at  public  auc- 
tion, one  brought  five  dollars  and  the  other  two  dol- 
lars. 

Dec.  17,  1744,  James  Mead  was  dismissed  from 
serving  longer  as  school-master. 

Nov.  13,  1745,  the  town  made  choice  of  Shadrach 
Hathaway  to  keep  school  one  year,  and  he  to  board 
himself.    Ambrose  Barnaby,  town  clerk. 

Shndrach  Hnthaway  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege. His  gravestone  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tion: "In  memory  of  Bhadrach  Hathaway,  M.A., 
died  December  ye  3d,  1749,  in  ye  83d  year  of  his 
age." 

Up  to  this  date,  all  that  was  done  about  schools  in 
Freetown,  that  part  now  Fall  River  received  about 
one-half  the  benefits  of,  a*  it  constituted  about  one-half 
of  the  town.  East  or  New  Freetown  was  annexed  in 
1747,  ami  then  Fall  River  was  considered  about  one- 
third  of  tho  entire  township. 

A  school-house  standing  near  the  meeting-house1 


I  "  In  Hi*  t>ol|»ll  <»f  llmt  meellng-honna  In  what  had  lawn  the  centre  of 
Vrclown,  ii..w  Jo.t  within  the  iu.en  northerly  Haiti  or  Fall  Hirer,  the 
I  for  nMrly  »  century  by  tli*  following  dlvlnea,  eey- 
;  lint  it  >hort  period.  It  ml  found  to  be  an  exceedingly 
diapen.e  Uie  gnopel  tn  ItM  town  a  WWptnlKS,'  and 
i  lo  anything  mid.  In  fact,  to  •Intuit  eeerj  thing  Hint  * 
r  could  do  or  My  leeraed  to  be  the  darling  project  of  many  of  tha 
I  of  accepting  or  evldnltliiig  to  anything  whatever.  Jar- 
gon and  contention  wax  tha  ml*,  peace  and  qnlet  tho  exception. 

"Tlia  pal  lance  of  one  of  theae  pieecherx  having  liccoma  exhanated, 
tradition  aeMHa  that  ha  with  warmth  onto  proclaimed  rroei  the  palpi! 
that  ha  never  before  In  all  hit  Ufa  raw  anrh  a  aat  of  heathen  and  eucb 
Incorrigible  elnncra,  when,  enddenly  recollecting  eome  others  of  the  an* 
•on,  ha  chocked  hlmaelf  with  tha  wonte, '  Ood  forgive  ma,  for  I  moat 
and  will  except  Taralown,'  meaning  Tiverton. 

"  One  preacher  who  had  failed  lo  edify  In  tha  morning  effort  told  Uio 
audience  that  ho  ehoald  linpruve  npitn  the  Mmo  text  In  the  aflarnoon, 
whan  one  of  hli  liMrara  hlortad  out,  •  Wall,  preach  from  It  again  In  tha 
afternoon,  but  I  .hall  not  coma  to  lleten  to  you,  and  tha  man  In  Uia  next 

'"-Tl.a  Uhorara  In  thla  atony  gronnd  of  U.laTlnayard  or  tha  lord  warn 

"  Bar.  William  Way,  from  Fab.  14, 1T04,  to  Jannnry,  17U7 1  Bar.  Joeepb 
Avery,  Mr.  Joeeph  Hnlla,  Jonathan  Dodaon,  Bar.  Tlmmae  CralghMd, 

Of 


was  in  the  town  records  of  1748  called  an  old  school- 
house,  and  a  vote  passed  to  supply  its  place  by  a 
new  school-house,  twenty-four  by  twenty.  The 
school-house  then  built  must  have  been  the  second 
that  stood  on  the  meeting-house  lot 

These  extracts,  meagre  as  the  same  are,  furnish 
nearly  all  that  can  now  possibly  be  learned  of  what 
was  done  for  the  education  of  children  in  Fall  River 
from  1704  to  1748. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  town  but  feeble  efforts 
were  put  forth  in  the  promotion  of  the  common 
schools.  As  the  population  of  the  town  increased, 
however,  much  praiseworthy  interest  seemed  to  be 
manifested,  and  in  1826  the  town  voted  to  raise  six 
hundred  dollars  for  the  support  of  the  common  schools, 
anil  appointed  a  general  school  committee  to  examine 
teachers  and  superintend  the  school.  This  committee 
consisted  of  Joseph  Hathaway,  James  Ford,  Jason 
H.  Archer,  John  Lindacy,  and  William  B.  Canedy. 
In  tho  following  year  the  amount  voted  was  more 
than  doubled,  being  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
dollars.  In  1840  the  committee  consisted  of  Rev. 
Grin  Fiulcy,  Asa  Brouson,  James  Ford,  EHab  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  F.  Lindsey,  Jonathan  8.  Thomson,  and 
George  M.  Randall,  and  the  amount  voted  was  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  With  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  city  and  the  rapid  increase  in  population 
increased  educational  facilities  were  demanded,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  the  citizens  of  Fall 
River  have  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  their  public  schools  to-day  are  among 
the  best  in  the  < 


Population  of  Fall  Bleer  May,  IBS!   .    

Number  of  children  In  the  city  between  6  and  16  yaara  of  age. 

May  I,  I  Ml   .   _  

1  ncrman  „....._.........;...„...........,.....  MS 

Of  thaan  there  were  In  the  I  lord  en  G  rummer  School  Dia- 


log. 


ir  ct.. 


1367 
621 
1461 
MI7 


Maple  Street  School  Dlatilct.. 
High      -       •'        "  .. 

Iaxvle  

Morgan  ■ 

Slade       -  "  .. 

Whole  number  of  different  ptiplla  enrolled  

Aveiage  number  belonging..  —  

Average  attendance  _....„...... 

Nurnl'ir  ol  echoohhoueea,  36;  a  1 1 1 1  rj  ge    

N u ml»cr  of  |Miplla  over  16  veer*  of  aga.M.HwaH................ 

Numl^er  of  ae  pa  rata  achoote  (high,  1;  grammar,  22;  In 

dlate,  34;  primary,  63;  eubuiban,  9)  _  

Wbole  number  of  teachera  em|doyad  In  day  acboola;  high,  6; 
grammar,  '27;  Intermediate,  41;  primary,  79;  aehnrban,  9, 

Total....™  „  „  

iher  employi 
ing  erhuoi,  9.  Total. 
Niiml-er  of 


10,268 
10,3*1 
«,»8 
9,131 
8,2*6 
331 


In  day  echoola  (high,  9; 

grammar,  4).  _  „....„..  „   

Nnml-rrof  female  teruhera  employed  In  day  erhoola:  high,  1; 

frnmmar,  113;  Intermediate,  41;  primary,  79;  I  a  bo  roan,  9. 
olal  _  ™   ™ —  _..„   


194 
41 

10 

164 


In  or 


the  eevenlj-ooe  yean  between  'eh.  14,  1704,  and  1776,  Bar.  Rltaa  Ilrett 
preached  about  twenty-eight  yean. 

•«  a  celled  In  what  la  now  Fall  Blver, 
It  wm  a  vary  modMt-loeklng,  unpre- 
tending etroclu 
adornment*  of  | 

wai  need  in  town  ■ 
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FiaAMCIAL 

Appropriation  tor  day  achouU.  Ml   .  

I»p.oJ.d  for  a»  latin.   

"         "  text-book*  end  itatlouery.....  — 

■  M  prlattag  »~  iiiini  

■  "  carrying  Mho©!  eblldr.u_  

u     "  iutoc«n»u*ju»  u.ing*. —  —  Jiirf! 

B>Iv>m  carried  to  tluklng  fand.    1 .«» 

Total....-    —    — —  •Ba'"u0("' 


Kxptud*d'l^"j(nj'tm'fcr  day  acboole. 


 ,10,1.427 

  MUM 


OBlMHlB  GBABI. 

WboU  number  of  puplla  enrolled  lo  grammar  Khwl».. 

r  belonging  ~  


  m« 

  lilt 


IBtIBHIBIATB  G*A»E. 

Whole  numb.r  of  pupil*  enrolled  la  Intermediate  ecboohi   J3SS 

Aecrage  num^r  belonging  —  -     ™g 

PllMilT  0»An«. 

WboU  nnmUr  of  pupil*  enrolled  In  primary 
At. rage  BiinW  belonging  — •  •— ••• 
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School  Census.— The  truant  officers  on  the  Unit 
day  of  May,  1881,  took  the  censuB  of  tho  school  chil- 
dren between  five  and  fifteen  yearn  of  age,  with  the 
following  result*.  Whole  number  in  the  city  10,262, 
which  is  489  more  than  for  the  previous  year.  There 
were  on  that  day,  in  the  public  schools,  6897  children 
between  tho  age*  above  named,  being  459  in  excess  of 
the  previous  year.  An  enrollment  of  852  was  found 
in  tho  parochial  and  private  schools,  which  is  21  more 
than  was  found  the  year  before.  There  were  1420 
children  employed  In  the  mills  on  the  above  days 
against  1331  the  year  previous.  Of  those  children 
neither  at  work  nor  in  tho  schools,  1083  were  found, 
which  is  80  leas  than  the  preceding  year. 

The  results  obtained  are  tabulated  below  for  conve- 
nience of  reference  and  comparison  with  those  of 
former  years. 

Grammar         In  Pit  bile   InPrleBU  A( 


tabular  statement  exhibit*  the  facta  in  detail  in  the 
different  grammar-school  district*: 
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The  present  school  committee  is  as  follows  :  Louisa 
O.  Aldrich,  January,  1883;  Harriet  T.  Hcaly,  Jan- 
uary, 1888;  Leoniine  Lincoln,  January,  1883;  Wil- 
liam Q.  Bennett,  January,  1884;  Marcus  G.  B.Swift, 
January,  1884;  John  A.  Tourtellot,  January,  1884; 
Thomas  L.  Ramsbottom,  January,  1885;  A.  M.  Jack- 
ton,  January,  1885;  E.  W.  Hunt,  January,  1885. 
William  Connell,  superintendent  of  schools.  A.  M. 
Jackson,  chairman;  William  Conucll,  secretary. 

The  Munificent  Gift  of  Muh.  Maky  B, 
Yoiino  to  the  city  of  Kali  Biver  for  the  purposes 
of  a  high  school  is  best  explained  by  the  following 
documents: 

"To  tub  Matob  or  tub  Cm  or  Fall  Uivkb. 

"Str,— You  will  plaaae  tad  luclueed  herewith  a  written  propoailluu  of 
Mr*.  Mary  D.  Young,  which  I  would  thank  you  lo  praaml  lo  ibaClljr 


VI0 
S.T:i4 
1,4M 
1£,»I7 

l^lftT 

10JS2 
«,7C3 

its 


"  Vary  rrepectrully  your  a, 

«  Joiik  8.  Bbaitob. 

■  Fail  Kites,  Fab.  t.  1*83. 

•"To  tub  Cm  Coikcil  or  Fall  Bites. 

'*  •  Th«  ui.deraigned  wakaa  lha  following  | 

■•At  Boon  aa  tlx  proper  plana  can  I  - 
furaUh,  al  bar  own  e*p*inw.  In  nicmory  of  her  aou,  I 
Ckakmar  l>n.fe.,ou  tb.  lot  laniuded  on  ll.o  norlb  by  l~cu.l street,  cael 
by  I  Hal.  Street,  ...oil.  by  Cherry  blroel.and  weal  by  llovh  Sir.-ot  (which 
lot  oouulua  about  two  hundred  and  forty  equare  tub  of  land),  a  build- 
lag  tullaUa  for  UU  purpoaM  of  a  hlgb  acbool,  and  a|»u  It*  con.pl.lloa, 
will  convey  I  bo  lana*  will,  tb*  lot  to  lha  city  of  Fall  ItiTar. 

"•alia  will  aleo  protld*  mechanical,  phlhiaopblcaJ,  and  chemical  ep- 
paralua,  and  glra  lo  lb*  city  or  Fall  KUer,  lu  truat,  Iba  >uin  of  trty 
tboaaand  dollar*,  tba  Income  of  ablcb  aball  b*  derated  lo  luatructtoii  In 
Iba  bruuehaa  or  *ludy  llluelrated  by  tba  aaa  oT  eahl  epaaralii*. 

"' She  make*  till*  plupoaltiua  upon  lb*  condition  lliat  Iba  .ulection 
aud  continuance  or  iba  toacl.ti*  for  aabl  blgh  ichaul,  and  the  do|wrl- 
niauto  connected  wilb  U,  aball  b*  lul.jecl  to  I 
aona  to  be  named  by  bar  in  aaid  dead  of  gin,  and  their  • 

•••Mae,  B.  Youbo. 

"  *  Fa  IX  UiTAB,F*b.S,li«l.' 

-  IB  UOABB  Of  A LBBBHKM,  Frb.  f.,  111*3. 

••KacalTBd,  read,  aud  rafanad  to  I 
ehairniaa  or  e         cummltlae,  ■npiMialeudeut  or 
Jolulapacial  c 


•  Concurred  in 


n  S9  -SO 

The  number  of  children  between  five  and  eight 
years  of  age  was  found  to  be  33G3,  the  number  be- 
1  eight  and  fourteen,  6899;  and  tho  number  over 
but  leas  than  fifteen,  990.   The  following 


"To  tmi  Cm  Council.: 

"Tb*  apecUl  coinailltee  lo  wl.oni  wa*  r*4Vrr*d  tb*  itropeaitbui  of  Mr*. 
Mary  U.  Young,  to  gi<*  a  lot  or  Uitd,  to  *t«t  thareon,  *>|»lp,  *udow, 
and  preaaul  to  tba  city  or  Fall  Hirer  a  hlgb  echu-d  adlAce,  aaa  nwuio- 
rial  to  her  aou,  Uradrord  Maltha*  CbaJoner  Hurfoa,  and  for  lha  leu.  It 
of  tb*  higher  education  of  the  youth  of  aald  ctly,  would  r*|«rt  tb.l 
Ibey  .cc   J  lb.  adopilou  or  Iba  i 


•'  Henry  K.  Uraley,  Jame*  F.  J  ..  tM,,  A  M.  Jackaon,  WillUni  Con- 
nail.  Tl.o.B»*  F.  Kddy,  Hugh  McKe.lll,  Henry  U.  hnrt.  J.  Henry  Walks 
M.  II. 
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"  OrAfftri,  That  ill  n  propoettlon  of  Mr*.  Mary  VI.  Tnung  to  erect  and 
1 1  i  t  r  »  in  the  city  of  Pall  Rlrer,  In  memory  of  her  eon,  Bradford  Mat' 
tliew  CheliMirr  Itiirfec,  a  hnlldlng  for  Hie  naM  anil  purpnera  of  a  high 
erhool,  a*  OMitalnrd  In  tha  written  profioanl  *iihmltted  by  her,  bearing 
date  Fall.  A,  a. P.  ISSS,  |n>  and  Ui*  eame  la  hereby  accepted,  and  a  form  of 
deed  aiil»fanllally  Ilka  Uiat  annexrd  hereto  la  hereby  nppinrerf  and 
adopted,  and  Hip  mayor  la  authorlxrd  In  petition  lb*  1<egl*latnre  for  lh« 
paaeag*  of  aneh  art  or  acta  aa  may  ba  nacaaeery,  If  any,  to  maka  rnlld 
th*     'i U        i n.i  action. 

"  I;'-'  I      That  In  Ita  acceptance  of  tha  munlflcant  offer  of  Mr*.  Mary 

B.  1  t,  to  glr*  a  lot  of  land,  unaurpaaaed  In  location  for  tha  pmpnee, 

to  build  thereon,  e,,«ip.  endow,  and  pn>Mt  In  tha  city  of  Fall  Hirer  a 
high  erhool  adlKca  In  mamory  or  her  aon.  Bradford  Matthew  Chaloner 
Ihirf**,  and  f..r  th.  edeanerd  education  of  tha  youth  of  tha  Hty  of  Fall 
Rlrer,  tha  flty  Council  daalra 
acknowledgment  of  tha  gift  and  lb*  «pirlt 


at  a  lime  • hen  th*  anbject  of  a  new 
rtemya,  had  forced  Ha  Importance  upon  tha  attention  ami  rarefnl  oonald- 
erallnn  of  th*  clly  gmecnmrnl  for  Immediate  action,  thla  noble  and 
geiwroot  propoalllon  to  honor  th*  memory  of  a  helored  and  only  aon  In 
enrli  a  form  aa  to  adom  tha  clly  and  beard!  Ita  Inhabitant*,  and  by  an 
expeii-IHur*  ao  fivr  la  adrance  of  what  prudence,  en  oar  part,  would  dic- 
tate a*  JndWone  for  th*  city  to  maka  wltli  due  regard  to  other  want* 
and  ne*  entitle*,  excite*  our  warm  appreciation,  and  relieve*  ua  by  Ita 
happy  aolullon  of  a  nwait  Important  and  trying  question. 

"  IfeaWred,  Tltal  I  Imer  reeolutfcm*  be  apreed  upon  lb*  record*  of  both 
brnnehe*  of  the  City  Council,  and  a  copy  Iheieof  be  forwarded  to  Mr*. 
Mary  TV  Tonne,  elgned  by  hla  honor  the  mayor,  th*  pre* Went  of  th* 
council,  and  duly  certified  by  the  reapectlre  recording  officer*  thereof." 

The  following  is  the  form  of  the  deed : 

"Know  all  men  by  three  prrarnta,  that  I,  Mary  B.  Tnnug,  of  Fall 
Rlrer,  In  the  Stale  of  Manwhtuelte,  In  conaldarallon  of  one  dollar  to 
me  paid  by  the  city  id  Full  Hirer,  n  municipal  n>r|»ralion  adnata  In 
■aid  Stale,  do  hereby  giro,  grant,  bargain,  .ell,  .ml  nonr.y  unto  the  >*ld 
rlty  of  Fall  Hirer,  a  certain  lot  of  laud,  with  all  th*  building*  and  Im- 

I   Iheioon,  'Ituate  In  aald  Fall  Rlrer,  and  hounded  on  the  weal 

by  Rock  Street,  on  the  north  by  t<ocn*l  Street,  on  the  eaet  by  High 
Street,  aud  on  lb*  enath  by  Cherry  Slrval,  and  containing  two  hundred 
and  forty  equarc  rod*  of  land,  mora  or  lew). 

"To  bar*  and  In  hold  the  aama  f*ir  the  neea  and  perpnar*  of  a  high 
acbool.  In  memory  of  my  •*»«,  Bradford  Matthew  Chaloner  tiurfee,  to 
the  *nld  city  of  Fall  Hirer,  It*  eocreeaora  and  aaalgna,  with  all  the  priri- 
lege*  and  apimrtenancee  thereto  belonging,  to  IU  and  their  ua*  and  be- 
lnM-r  forever  aa aforeanld. 

"Provided  that,  and  thla  conreyance  la  made  n|ien  the  exprrea  eon- 
dltfon  thai  th*  eelection,  emph>ymenl,  and  cnutlnuance  by  th*  achonl 
committee  of  Fall  Hirer,  or  Mich  other  body,  or  fienon  or  peraon*  a*  are 
or  may  lie  charged  with  Unit  duty,  of  the  teacher*  for  and  In  aald  high 
echnot  and  the  department*  rnnuerted  therewith,  thall  b*  aubject  lo  the 

written  *|>ptu»*l  of  ,  and  of  *nch  perron*  aa.  In  caae  of  the  noa- 

arreptanre,  dkathlllly,  death,  remoral,  or  resignation  of  any  of  Ihrm  or 
of  Ihelr  ancee-wiie.eliall  I*  clewru  by  a  maiorily  oi  time*  then  remain- 
I  to  fill  lb*  vacancy  or  rax-anrle*  canned  by  *nch  death, 
moral,  realgnatlna,  or  dwahlllly;  ami  in  cm*  any 
teacher  or  Ira. her.  .hall  1*  oelected,  employed,  or  continued  In  aald 
erlmol.oc  any  of  the  detriment*  rnnnected  therewith,  wilhnnl  *uch 
wrllleti  approral.  then  aald  prrinl>ea,  and  the  bnlbllnga  and  Improve- 
nienle  thereon  alutll  rerert  to  the  grantor,  her  heir*  and  txectitora,  ad- 
Bilnwtialor*  and  aaalgna,  and  alia  and  they  may  enter  and  repoaaeex  them- 
»rl»e*  thereof. 

■  And  I  do  herein,  for  myeelf  and  my  helre,  eserutnra,  and  admlnie- 
tratom,  corenanl  with  th*  grantee,  It*  aaecreaoc*  and  aaalgna,  that  I  am 
lawfully  eelxed  In  fee-almpl*  of  lb*  granted  premier*,  that  they  are  fire 
from  all  Incumbrance*,  except  lb*  condition  nforewiid,  that  I  hare  good 
right  to  aell  and  conrey  the  earn*  a*  aforeeahl,  and  that  I  will  and  my 
heir*,  executor*,  nnd  ailmlnbdralnra  *hall  warrant  and  defend  the  earn* 
to  the  aald  grantee,  II*  aucceanm  and  aaaign*  *g.ln*t  the  lawful  claim* 
aiwl  demand*  of  all  pmone,  *xcept  •.una*  arkdng  from  a  breach  of  th* 
condition  aforeanld. 

"In  wltnee*  whereof,  I,  the  aald    hare  hereto  eel   

hand  and  aeal  thla   day  of   a.d.  eighteen  hundred  and 

eighty  

••  Signed  aenled  and  drflrered  I 


*  Report  accepted,  recom 
■  Kent  for  concurrence. 


•In  Bo«a»or  Auiun,  F»h.  *,  IMS. 


In  preaencr  of 

■  Bnatat,  W. 


OoMaoawaaLTii  or  HAMtcnvtrm. 


"QKoaox  A.  BtLUtati,  Cwy  Otrk. 
"  In  Common  CocaciL,  Fab.  6,  IM3. 
"  Amra  A  Krnon  r,  Clark  " 


THE  SKELKTON  IN  ARMOR 1 
-  Speak  I  apeak  I  Ihi 
Who,  with  thy  hollow  I 


When  Longfollow  wrote ' 
he  commemorated  forever  the  curious  I 
remains  that  were  found  in  Fall  River  in  the  year 
1832,  and  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  of  1843.  Few 
persons  of  general  reading  are  entirely  unacquainted 
with  the  conjectures  of  antiquarian  and  archaeological 
societies  in  relation  to  the  origin  of  this  skeleton. 
The  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries  of  Copenhagen, 
Denmark,  which,  a  few  years  after  the  finding  of  the 
skeleton,  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  raised 
the  query  whether  it  might  not  have  been  the  remains 
of  one  of  the  Northmen,  who  are  now  very  generally 
supposed  to  have  visited  our  coast,  and  to  haTe  spent 
a  winter  here,  or  near  here,  about  the  eight  or  ninth 
century.  Probably  the  best  account  now  extant  of  the 
finding  of  the  skeleton,  and  a  description  of  its  ap- 
pearance at  the  time,  was  written  by  the  late  Dr. 
Fhineas  W.  Leland  in  the  records  of  the  old  Fall 
River  Athcnreum  soon  after  the  fire  of  1843,  and  is  as 
follows : 

"  Among  the  curiosities  of  pcculinr  interest  (in  the 
cabinets  of  the  Fall  River  Athena-uin)  was  the  entire 
skeleton  of  a  man,  about  which  antiquarians  in  the 
old  as  well  as  the  new  world  had  speculated  much. 
The  skeleton  was  found  in  the  year  1832  in  a  sand-  or 
gravel -bank  a  little  east  of  the  Unitarian  meeting- 
house' by  some  persons  while  digging  away  and  re- 
moving a  portion  of  the  bauk.  The  skeleton  was 
found  near  the  surface  in  a  sitting  posture,  the  leg- 
honcs  doubled  upon  the  thigh-bones,  and  the  thigha 
brought  up  nearly  parallel  with  the  body.  It  was 
quite  perfect,  nnd  stood  remarkably  well  the  test  of 
exposure.  Covering  the  sternum  was  a  triangular 
plate  of  brass  somewhat  corroded  by  time,  anil  around 
the  body  was  a  broad  belt  made  of  small  brass  tubes 
four  or  five  inches  in  length  about  the  size  of  a  pipe- 
stem  placed  parallel  and  close  to  each  other.  Arrow- 
heads made  of  copper  or  brass  were  also  found  in  the 
grave  with  the  skeleton.  That  these  were  the  remains 
of  an  Indian  seemed  to  be  very  generally  conceded ; 
the  configuration  of  the  skull,  the  position  in  which 
the  skeleton  was  found,  and  the  additional  fact  that 


>  Contributed  by  (leorge  W.  Rankin. 

•  On  or  r*ry  near  the  all*  now  occapiad  by  th* 


gee. work*,  corner  of 
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parts  of  other  skeleton*  were  found  near  the  name 
place  render*  it  nearly  certain  that  these  were  the 
bones  of  an  Indian.  Whose  frame  it  was  will  not 
likely  ever  be  permitted  us  to  know.  Whether  it  be- 
longed to  some  chief  still  celebrated  in  song  and 
story,  or  to  an  obscure  child  of  the  forest,  whose 
bones  and  deeds  slept  in  the  same  undistinguished 
grave,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  Tradition  und 
history  are  alike  silent  when  interrogated.  We  would 
fain  believe  that  these  were  the  remains  of  some  noble 
old  chief,  once  master  of  the  beautiful  and  rich  valley 
through  which  the  dark  waters  of  the  Tilicut  (Indian 
name  of  Taunton  River)  still  roll.  We  would  believe 
so,  for  we  love  to  think  that  humanity  once  warmed 
the  heart  of  him  whose  bones  have  excited  so  much 
our  wonder  and  curiosity.  Whoever  be  was,  peuce 
be  to  his  ashes." 

In  the  American  Monthly  Magazine  for  January, 
1836,  is  a  short  article  on  the  skeleton,  then  in 
the  Fall  River  Athenaeum,  portions  of  which  we 
nl-.ul]  extract,  not  because  the  description  is  faultless, 
but  because  it  is  the  account  of  one  J.  Stark  who  ex- 
amined the  remains  for  the  purpose  of  describing 
them  to  the  public  With  Mr.  Stark's  speculations 
accompanying  his  description  we  have  little  concern. 
More  facta  and  greater  reflection  would  probably  have 
led  him  to  very  different'  conclusions.  He  describes 
the  skeleton  as  "  the  remains  of  a  human  body, 
armed  with  a  breastplate,  a  species  of  mail  and  ar- 
rows of  brass,  which  remains  he  supposes  to  have 
belonged  either  to  one  of  the  race  who  inhabited  this 
country  for  a  time  anterior  to  the  so-called  aborigines, 
and  afterwards  settled  in  Mexico  or  Guatemala,  or  to 
one  of  the  crew  of  some  Phoenician  vessel  that,  blown 
out  of  her  course,  thus  discovered  the  Western  world 
long  before  the  Christian  era. 

"These  remains  were  found  in  the  town  of  Fall 
River,  in  Bristol  County,  Mass.,  about  eighteen 
months  since.  In  digging  down  a  hill  near  the  vil- 
lage, a  large  mass  of  earth  slid  off,  leaving  in  the 
bank  and  partially  uncovered  a  human  skull,  which, 
on  examination,  was  found  to  belong  to  a  body  buried 
in  a  sitting  posture,  the  head  being  about  one  foot  i 
below  what  had  been  for  many  years  the  surface  of 
the  ground.  The  surrounding  earth  was  carefully  re- 
moved and  the  body  found  to  be  enwrapped  in  a  cov- 
ering of  coarse  bark  of  a  dark  color.  Within  this 
envelope  were  found  the  remains  of  another  of  coarse 
cloth,  made  of  fine  bark  and  about  the  texture  of  a 
Manilla  coffee-bag.  On  the  breant  was  a  plate  of 
brass,  thirteen  inches  long,  six  broad  at  the  up|XT 
end  and  five  at  the  lower.  This  plate  appears  to  have 
been  cast,  and  is  from  one-eighth  to  three  thirty-sec-  | 
onds  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  It  is  so  much  corroded  ' 
that  whether  or  not  anything  was  ever  engraved  upon 
It  has  not  yet  been  ascertained.  It  is  oval  in  form, 
the  edges  being  irregular,  apparently  made  so  by 
corrosion. 

"  Below  the  breastplate,  and  entirely  encircling 


the  body,  was  a  belt  composed  of  brass  tubes,  each 
four  and  a  half  inches  in  length  and  three-sixteenths 
of  an  inch  in  diameter,  arranged  longitudinally  and 
close  together,  the  length  of  the  tube  being  the  width 
of  the  belt.  The  tubes  are  of  thin  brass,  cast  upon 
hollow  reeds,  and  were  fastened  together  by  pieces  of 
sinew.  This  belt  was  so  placed  as  to  protect  the  lower 
parts  of  the  body  below  the  breastplate.  The  arrows 
are  of  brass,  thin,  flat,  and  triangular  in  shape,  with 
a  round  hole  cut  through  near  the  base.  The  shaft 
was  fastened  to  the  head  by  inserting  the  latter  in  an 
opening  at  the  end  of  the  wood,  and  then  tying  it 
with  a  sinew  through  the  round  hole,  a  mode  of  con- 
structing the  weapon  never  practiced  by  the  Indians, 
not  even  with  their  arrows  of  thin  shell.  Parts  of  the 
shaft  still  remain  attached  to  some  of  them.  When 
first  discovered  the  arrows  were  in  a  sort  of  quiver  of 
bark,  which  fell  in  pieces  when  exposed  to  the  air. 

"Theskull  is  much  decayed,  but  the  teeth  are  sound 
and  apparently  of  a  young  man.  The  pelvis  is  much 
decayed  and  the  smaller  bones  of  the  lower  extrem- 
ities are  gone. 

"The  integuments  of  the  right  knee,  for  four  or 
five  inches  above  and  below,  are  in  good  preservation, 
apparently  the  size  and  shape  or  life,  although  quite 
block. 

"Considerable  flesh  is  still  preserved  on  the  hsnds 
and  arms,  but  more  on  the  shoulders  and  elbows. 
On  the  back  under  the  belt,  and  for  two  inches  above 
and  below,  the  skin  and  flesh  are  in  good  preserva- 
tion, and  have  the  appearance  of  being  tanned.  The 
chest  is  much  compressed,  but  the  upper  viscera  are 
probably  entire.  The  arms  are  bent  up,  not  crossed, 
so  that  the  hands  turned  inwards  touch  the  shoulders. 
The  stature  is  about  five  and  a  half  feet.  Much  of 
the  exterior  envelope  was  decayed,  and  the  inner  one 
appeared  to  be  preserved  only  where  it  had  been  in 
contact  with  the  brass. 

"The  preservation  of  this  body  may  be  the  result 
of  some  embalming  process,  and  this  hypothesis  is 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  skin  has  the  appear- 
ance of  having  been  tanned,  or  it  may  be  the  acci- 
dental result  of  the  action  of  the  salts  of  the  brass 
during  oxidation,  and  this  latter  hypothesis  is  sup- 
ported by  the  fact  that  the  skin  and  flesh  have  been 
preserved  only  where  they  have  been  in  contact  with 
or  quite  near  the  brass,  or  we  may  nccount  for  the 
preservation  of  the  whole  by  supposing  the  presence 
of  saltpetre  in  Uie  soil  at  the  time  of  the  deposit.  In 
either  way,  the  preservation  of  the  remains  is  fully 
accounted  for,  and  upon  known  chemical  principles. 

"That  the  body  was  not  one  of  the  Indiana  we 
think  needs  no  argument.  We  have  seen  some  of 
the  drawings  token  from  the  sculptures  found  at 
Palenque,  and  in  those  the  figures  are  represented 
with  the  breastplates,  although  smaller  than  the 
plate  found  at  Full  River.  Ou  the  figures  at  Palenque 
the  bracelets  and  anklets  seem  to  be  of  a  manufacture 
precisely  similar  to  the  belt  of  tubes  just  described. 
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"If  the  body  found  at  Fall  River  be  one  of  the 
Asiatic  race,  who  transiently  nettled  in  Central 
America,  and  afterwards  went  to  Mexico  and  founded 
those  cities,  in  exploring  tho  ruins  of  which  such  as- 
tonishing discoveries  have  recently  been  made,  then 
we  may  well  suppose  also  that  it  is  one  of  the  race 
whose  exploits  have,  although  without  a  date  and 
almost  without  a  certain  name,  been  immortalized 
by  Homer.  Of  the  great  race  who  founded  cities 
and  empires  in  their  eastward  march,  and  are  finally 
lost  in  South  America,  the  Romans  seem  to  havo  had 
a  glimmering  tradition  in  the  story  of  Evander. 

"  Rut  we  rather  incline  to  the  belief  that  the  re- 
mains found  at  Fall  River  belonged  to  the  crew  of  a 
Phmnician  vessel.  The  spot  where  they  were  found 
is  on  the  sea-coast,  and  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  Dighton  Rock,  famed  for  its  hieroglyphic  in- 
scriptions, of  which  no  sufficient  explanation  has  yet 
been  given,  and  near  which  rock  brazen  vessels  have 
been  found.  If  this  latter  hypothesis  be  adopted,  a 
part  of  it  is  that  these  mariners,  the  unwilling  and 
unfortunate  discoverers  of  a  new  world,  lived  some 
time  after  they  landed,  and  having  written  their 
names,  perhaps  their  epitaphs,  upon  the  rock  at 
Dighton,  died,  and  were  buried  by  the  natives." 

Water-Works.  —  "  The  system  of  public  water- 
works, regarded  by  engineers  as  one  of  the  most  per- 
fect, both  in  design  and  construction,  in  the  Union, 
is  justly  a  constant  cause  of  self-congratulation  to  the 
residents  of  Fall  River.  The  natural  resources  of  the 
district  in  which  the  city  has  grown  up,  almost  unique 
in  the  wealth  and  purity  of  their  treasure,  hardly 
need  be  suggested  to  the  reader  who  has  formed  his 
own  conception  of  the  eastern  plateau,  extending 
parallel  with  the  community  of  mills  and  residences, 
and  bearing  in  its  bosom  the  long  chain  of  spring-fed 
lakes.  Farther  on  will  be  given  a  comparative  view 
of  the  enormous  volumeof  water  which  this  unequaled 
natural  reservoir  contains.  The  value  of  Watuppa 
to  the  city,  regnrded  simply  as  an  clement  in  its  in- 
dustrial progress,  is  very  great,  but  when  its  more 
recent  service,  as  a  sure  and  powerful  antagonist  of 
fire,  ami  a  never-failing  purveyor  of  health,  cleanli- 
ness, and  comfort  in  every  household  is  considered, 
its  worth  is  really  beyond  our  powers  of  estimate. 

"  Fall  River  is  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  a  beau- 
tiful lake  of  fresh  water  within  two  miles  of  the  centre 
of  the  city,  whose  purity  is  unsurpassed  by  any  other 
public  water-supply  equally  extensive  and  so  easily 
attainable. 

"Watuppa  l,ake,  the  source  of  supply  for  the 
water-works,  and  also  for  eight  mills  that  run  by 
water-power  on  the  lower  part  of  Quequcchan  River, 
— the  outlet  of  the  lake, — is  seven  and  two-thirds 
miles  in  length,  with  an  average  width  of  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile.  It  is  fed  principally  by 
springs  and  small  streams,  which  collect  the  water 
from  the  surrounding  hills.  The  drainage  area  is 
sparsely  settled,  and  covered  principally  by  a  young 


growth  of  oak,  interspersed  with  pine  and  chestnut, 
and  tho  soil  is  exceedingly  favorable  for  the  collec- 
tion of  a  puro  rind  abundant  water  supply,  being 
composed  principally  of  sand,  gravel,  and  gravelly 
loam,  interspersed  with  numerous  bowlders,  and  rest- 
ing generally  on  a  solid  stratum  of  granite  rock. 

"The  whole  area  included  by  the  water-shed  con- 
tains about  20,000  acres,  or  81.25  square  miles,  and  is 
capable  of  furnishing  a  daily  supply  equal  to  half 
the  amount  of  water  used  by  the  city  of  Paris,  or 
about  double  the  quantity  used  by  tho  city  of  Doston. 

"  In  fact,  the  lake  is  capable  of  furnishing  a  daily 
supply  of  about  35,000.000  gallons,  and  of  Urn  the 
water-works  took  less  than  1,000,000  gallons  per  day 
during  the  year  1875,  and  about  1,500,000  gallons  per 
day  during  the  excessively  dry  season  in  the  summer 
of  1876.  The  daily  average  for  the  year  1876  will 
undoubtedly  be  less  than  one  and  a  quarter  millions. 

"  According  to  the  analysis  made  by  Professor  John 
H.  Appleton  in  1870,  the  water  of  Watuppa  Lake  is 
remarkably  pure,  there  being  but  1.80  grains  of  solid 
matter  per  gallon. 

"In  the  spring  of  1871  the  first  board  of  water 
commissioners  was  appointed  by  the  City  Council, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  work  was  begun 
upon  a  road  which  it  was  necessary  to  construct  for  a 
distance  of  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half  to  give  access  to 
the  place  selected  for  a  pumping-station. 

"During  the  year  1872  the  foundations  of  the 
engine-house,  boiler-house,  and  coal-house  were  built, 
and  the  superstructure  was  completed  the  following 
year,  being  constructed  of  granite  quarried  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood,  on  the  lot  bought  by  tho 
city  for  the  pumping-station  and  reservoir." 
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HISTORY  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


The  following  is  a  schedule  of  receipts  for  water  hy  months,  from  ■ 


to  Dec.  30, 1882: 
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The  preei- 
n, 


The  first  engineer  was  William  Rotch. 
ent  engineer  is  A.  H.  Martine ;  W.  W. 
water  registrar. 

From  that  time  to  the  present  the  improvement  and 
enlargement  of  the  water-works  has  kept  abreast  with 
the  rapid  increase  in  population,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  best  systems  in  the  State. 

The  total  number  of  gallons  pumped  since  the  in- 
ception of  the  water  works  is  8,928,770,440. 

The  Fire  Department  of  Fall  River,  one  of  the 
most  efficient  in  the  commonwealth,  has  boon  for 
many  years  a  conspicuous  feature  of  municipal  or- 
ganization. It  is  well  managed,  and  the  services  of 
the  officers  and  men  prompt  and  efficient.  It  consist* 
of  five  steamers,  eight  hose-reels,  three  hook-and- 
ladder  trucks,  and  one  supply-wagon,  anil  two  steamers 
and  two  hose- reels  fully  equipped  held  in  reserve. 
The  present  chief  of  the  department  is  John  A.  Mac- 
farlane.  William  C.  Davol,  Jr.,  und  Holder  U.  Dur- 
fee,  have  also  held  this  position.  Col.  Thomas  J. 
Borden  was  chief  several  terms,  and  his  active  in- 
terest in  the  department  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

Oak  Grovo  Cemetery.— This  burial-place  occu- 
pies an  elevated  location  in  the  northeasterly  section 
of  the  eity.  The  original  purchase  of  forty-seven 
acres  was  made  in  1866,  and  by  several  additional 


purchases  now  embraces  eighty  acres.  The  original 
young  forest  wns  retained,  and  on  three  sides  it  is 
quite  nearly  surrounded  by  a  high  stone  wall.  It  has 
cost  an  immense  amount  of  labor  to  clear  away  the 
rocks  and  fit  the  land  for  a  burial-place,  but  so  much 
has  been  done  that  there  are  now  seven  miles  of 
paths  and  avenues.  Up  to  1869,  or  fourtoen  year* 
from  the  beginning,  1848  interments  had  taken  place, 
but  since  that  date,  and  for  the  second  fourteen  yearn, 
4108  have  been  added,  making  a  total  of  6466.  In 
1869  the  present  superintendent,  Jonathan  K.  Mor- 
rill, Esq.,  came  into  office,  and  during  his  term  the 
cemetery  has  become  a  point  of  great  interest  both 
for  the  elegant  monuments  that  have  been  multiplied 
very  much  the  last  ten  years,  and  the  floral  de4  ora- 
tions iu  summer  and  autumn.  During  last  year  362 
interments  were  made,  of  which  296  died  in  this  city, 
and  66  in  other  places,  or  were  brought  from  other 
cemeteries.  Of  the  296  which  died  in  this  city  last 
year,  128  were  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

The  citizens  of  Fall  River  manifest  a  just  pride  in 
Oak  drove  Cemetery,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful burial-places  in  the  commonwealth. 

The  NORTH  Ckmktkry,  u|»on  North  Alain  road, 
was  for  many  yearn  the  principal  burial-place  of  the 
city.  There  are  also  various  Roman  Catholic  ceme- 
teries in  the  city.  The  su|>criiilendent  of  the  North 
Cemetery  is  Htephcn  White. 

Civil  History.— The  town  of  Fall  River1  was  set 
off  from  Freetown,  Feb.  26,  1803,  iluring  the  admin- 
istration of  Governor  Caleb  Mtroiig,  May  8,  1804;  by 
a  vote  of  the  town  the  name  was  changed  to  Troy. 
Tradition  reports  that  this  action  vriks  inducuit  by  a 
prominent  citizen  who  hud  recently  visited  Troy,  N.  V ., 
and  who  became  so  enamored  of  its  name  that  upon 
his  return  he  induced  his  fellow-townsmen  to  give  up 
the  suggestive  and  appropriate  name  received  from 
the  red  man  and  assume  that  derived  from  the  ancient 
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and  mythical  Homeric  city.  The  net  changing  the 
name  wan  named  June  18,  1804. 

The  town  waa  known  aa  "Troy"  until  1833,  when 
at  n  (own-meeting  held  on  the  18th  of  March  of  that 
year,  it  waa  voted  "  that  it  ia  expedient  to  have  the 
name  of  the  town  of  Troy  altered  to  that  of  Fall 
River,"  and  "that  the  aelectmen  be  directed  to  peti- 
tion the  I<egislnture  now  in  session  for  an  act  to  alter 
the  name  of  the  town  of  Troy  to  that  of  Fall  River." 
The  act  passed  Feb.  12,  1834. 

Incorporation  of  the  City.— Fall  River  was  in- 
corporated as  a  city  April  12,  1864,  and  the  first  city 
election  was  held  on  the  6th  of  the  following  month, 
when  the  following  officers  were  chnaen :  Mayor, 
James  Buffinton;  Aldermen,  James  Henry,  Edward 
P.  Buffinton,  Oliver  H.  Hathaway,  Alvin  8.  Ballard; 
Edwin  8hnw,  Julius  P.  Champney;  Common  Council, 
Robert  C.  Brown,  Henry  Wilbur,  Oliver  Ori  nnell, 
Chris.  W.  Tillinghast,  John  Mason,  Jr.,  Smith  Wins- 
low,  William  Goodman,  Obadiah  Chace,  Gardner 
Groves,  Nathaniel  Bon  ney,  David  8.  Brigliam,  Shef- 
field Brightinan,  Peter  J.  Dcnnise,  Henry  Diraan,  Jr., 
Howard  B.  Allen,  Wm.  M.  Almy,  Thomaa  T.  Potter, 
Albert  Wiuslow. 

Organisation  of  the  First  City  Government,  Xay  lfi,  1864. 

At  a  aeealon  nf  th*  mayor-  and  a1d*rm»n-«loct  May  1.1,  ISM,  nravtotia 
to  Hm  ftitmlni.iiM  Ing  of  111*  n*th  af  otlWr,  th»  member*  of  tlil.  board 
»»*•  asati  of  OamWIll  Council  mad*  cliotc*  of  A  It...  8.  Ballard,  dark 
Jim  lem. 

OnUrtd,  Tl.nl  •  a»t  of  rale*  and  nrdara,  prmented  by  Alderman  Shew, 
be  adopted  by  thi.  Iinerd  temporarily. 

lotrrf,  Th.l  »  rr.mn.ltte*  of  two,  mnalatlnjr  of  Aldat  torn  Shaw  and 
Henry,  notify  Hmi  flnmrnoti  Council  that  thl*  board  la  no-  ready  to  bhI 
themlnronTenllnn  Tor  each  I   ft*  may  legally  oume  Mora  th* 

In  hoard  of  Common  Ouncll.  conrarred. 
Adjonrned  In  City  H»||,  i„  mrM  In  «.n»e-n»lcir.. 

The  Satan  prcnt  «r.  tl.on  marahalod  Into  th*  City  Hall  by  Col. 
William  Slax.n,  arrnmpanied  by  lit*  aelectmen,  wbata*  large  number  ol 
th*  cltlwna  war*  In  attendant*  to  wltnraa  th*  ceremonies,  and  to  hear 
the  In.njc.i  ml  a.Mreae  ef  Mayor  Biinlntan. 

Th*  mealing  waa  railed  to  order  liy  OI.*«l*r  W.  Greene,  chairman  of 
th*  Imard  of  aeleetmen,  nnd  th*  Ihron*  of  (rar*  waa  addrtward  by  Rot. 
Benjamin  J.  Relyca. 

Tli*  name*  of  th*  rtly  nftlcera-elect  war*  cnllrd  by  th*  cl*rk,  and  th* 
oath  of  offlr*  admlnMered  by  Jane*  Ford.  *>«,,,  JiHitlr* nf  th*  peac*. 

Cheater  W.  Green.  then  addr****d  th*  mayor  In  behalf  of  Ui.  board 

of      1k1  f?le>ti. 

>lAVf»r  nafflnton  Ui«n  deliverf*.  hi*  Innngaml  uldrm. 
Aftnr  wlitcli  I  ho  bnarrli  of  nMnrmen  ami  Common  OoniWiilm-n 
ratf'1.  tact,  ptilnc;  lr>  tholr  wpectlTft  room*. 

The  mayors  from  1854  to  1884  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: James  lluffinton,  1884-66;  Edward  P.  BuiTin- 
ton,  1856,  1860-66;  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  1857 ;  Josiah 
C  Blaisdcll,  1858-59;  George  O.  Fairbanks,  1867-68 ; 
Samuel  M.  Brown,  1860-72;  Robert  T.  Davis,  1873; 
Jnmes  K.  Davenport,  1874-77 ;  Crawford  E.  Lindsey, 
1878-79;  William  8.  Green,'  1880-81 ;  Robert  Henry,' 
1881 ;  Henry  K'.  Bealey.  1882-83. 

The  following  members  of  Congress  were  residents 
of  Fall  River:  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  1837-40,  1843- 
44;  Rev.  Grin  Fowler,  1849-62;  James  Buffinton* 


IS.  ISM. 
fur  H74-7S,  IhiI  IM 


l.yCllyCoom-11. 
ol  Ooai 


1855-66,  1859-64,  1871-74;  Robert  T.  Davis,  M.D., 
1882-84. 

Fall  River  was  first  honored,  in  1838,  by  the  choice 
of  one  of  her  citizens  to  the  position  of  State  senator 
of  Massachusetts.  8ince  that  date  she  has  had  the 
following  representative  in  this  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, vi*. :  1838,  Hon.  John  Eddy;  1840-42,  Dr. 
Foster  Hooper;  1843,  Dr.  Phineas  W.  Leland  ;  1845 
-47,  Hon.  Nathaniel  B.  Borden ;  1848,  Rev.  Orin 
Fowler;  1854,  Col.  Richard  Borden;  1855-56,  Hon. 
Joseph  E.  Dawloy ;  1857,  Hon.  Jeremiah  8.  Young; 
1859-61,  Dr.  Robert  T.  Davis;  1865,  Hon.  Josiah  C. 
Blaisdell ;  1867-68,  Hon.  Samuel  Angier  Chac«;  1869 
-70,  Hon.  John  B.  Hathaway;  1871-74,  Hon.  Charles 
P.  Stickney ;  1877-78,  Hon.  Charles  J.  Holmes;  1879, 
Hon.  Weaver  Osborn ;  1880,  Hon.  Thomas  Webb ; 
1881,  Hon.  Milton  Reed;  1882,  Hon.  Andrew  J.  Jen- 
nings; 1883,  Hon.  John  W.  Cummings, 

Selectmen  and  Representatives.— Thv  following 
is  a  list  of  selectmen  from  1803  to  1864,  and  represen- 
tatives from  1803  to  present  time : 

ism.— Tlwniaa  llorden,  Benjamin  Ilurfee,  I 
ISO!.— Samuel  Thnrslnn,  Benjamin  : 

Abraham  Rowan,  r*pr**ent*tlT*. 
I Srtfi — Nathan  Rowan,  Pardon  Darol, 

Jonathan  Drowaeli,  repraaantatiT*. 
10U4- — Jonathan  Brownall,  Abraham  Row*n,  KHJab  I 

men ;  Jonathan  Hrownall,  rrpraaentaUT*. 
1S07. — Jonathan  llrewnell,  KKJah  lllnawnm 

men;  Abraham  Bowen,  reprwentaUT*. 


ISU.-DaTld  Wlleon.  William  I 

men;  Robert  Miller,  i 
]tlS.-ll***klah  Wllaon,  WIHUm  11.  iVieli,  William  Borden,  i 

men;  Robert  Miller,  repreaentatlT*. 

1813.  — William  R.  Oanedy,  William  Borden,  laaac  Wlnalow,  aelectmen  ; 
Robert  Miller,  rapr***nUlir*. 

1814.  — William  Bordoo,  Benjamin  W.  Brown,  8.  II  a  than  ny,  **l*clro*n  ; 
Ju*eph  KL  Read,  repreaentatlTe. 

IMA.— Kanjamln  W.  Rruwri,  811*0*1  Waavar,  Bradford  Darfee,  aelect- 
men; Jo**ph  K  Rea*lt  repreaantallT*. 

1118— BheOel  Wearer.  William  Ashley,  William  Brad,  aelectmeo; 
Ilmaklah  WlUon,  reprewntatlra. 

If  lT.-*hen>l  Weaver,  Alirehara  Bow.n,  William  Aahlay,  I 


men;  Joaepli  K,  Read,  rrpraaeataUea. 
IMia— Sheflel  Wearer',  Benjamin  W.  Brown, 

aaleclmni ;  voted  not  to  * 
1«H.-R..l.*rt  Mlll*r,  Cliartea 

ham  Rowan,  reprenenlallT*. 
IBB.—  ItobrH  Miller,  Our  I 

Miller,  repreaentftlire. 
ISA.— Jcarph  K.  Read,  hen>amln  W.  Brown, 

men  ;  William  B.  Catnady,  rapreeentatlva. 
1K4.— Knoch  rranch,  llewklah  WHam, 

William  B.  fanedy,  rapreaentatiT*. 
lSM.-Raoch  Frenth,  Ileaekiah 

J. me*  tixii,  repreaantatlT*. 
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French,  repreeeotatlve, 
18*8.— Enoch  French,  ht.,M  Wmt,  William  n., 

E.  Bod,  Enoch  French,  Anthony  Meaoa,  repreeaataUvca. 
183*.— SuitSe!  Wiiiir,  John  Eddy,  William  Iwl,  eelectmen  ,  Frederick 

Wlnelow,  Anthony  Kuon,  Joaopb  E.  Iteail,  reonnaeutjUlree. 
1831. — Samuel  Chace,  RoMnaon  Bufflnton,  William  Aehley,  eelecUnen ; 

Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Fooler  Hooper,  Frederick  Wlnelow,  repreeeu- 

Mm 

1831. -Samuel  Char*.  Leonard  Qam.ld,  WlllUm  Aohley,  eelectmen; 


,  repreeentalivee. 

i  8bov.,  Smith  Wlualu.,  Semu.l  Ctwce,  eelectBiea;  Na- 
thaniel B  Burden,  Mlo.lt  B.  K«ggle.,  Anthony  Maeon,  Jervle Short, 
William  Wlonlow,  repreeeiitallree. 
1«34.-J.,|„t  Kady,  I.r-I  Atr.lu.nY.  Lulh.r  Wlnelow,  eelecttnen ,  hi  loan 
U.  Bugglee,  Anthony  Maeon,  ritillp  U  Bennett,  Job  B.  French, 
Elijah  l'.arce,  repreeentaUvae. 
inc. — J ^ii n  Eddy,  lerael  Anthony,  Lather  Wlnelow,  erlectraen  j  Mlralt 
II.  Baggleo,  Anthony  Maeon,  Oaleb  B.  Vtckery,  William  Aehley, 
Ollbert  H.  Durfee,  roproeentallvaa. 
1837. — John  Eddy,  lerael  Anthony,  Luther  Wlnelow,  ealocuaen  ;  Mlcali 

H.  rUgglee.Oyru.  AM....  J        Eddy,  Oonetant  U.  \v.,.s.,  Hicl.erd 

a  rrmneh,  Ffalllp  8.  Browe.  ropreeeumtivea. 

ulb.r  Wlnelow.  eelectmeD  ; 
B.  nleoou,  Pblllp  8,  Brow.. 


H.  BuggWw,  lrem  Smith,  George  Brlghtrraen  (Id), 
npimitUUwi. 


tativee. 

1.  — Matthew  0.  Durfee,  lerael  Aalhofly,  WlllUm  Read,  itlactlMH ; 
Llnd.u  Cook,  Nathan  Durfee,  Job  H  French,  re|<reeeutatJroe. 

2.  — J.rTl.  Shore,  Stephen  K.  Crary,  George  Brightman  (2d),  m)k|. 
men ;  Jonathan  Slede,  King  Detu,  William  II.  Aehl.y,  rettreeenta- 


i  B.  Luther,  Benjamin  r.  Wl.lt.. 
Uvea. 

1848. — lerael  Anlbuuy,  Leeuder  Borden,  J.iqm  M.  Mutton,  erlrclmen  ; 
Gbariee  J.  Holme*,  Benjamin  W.  Millar,  Albert  0.  Eaton,  repreaaa- 

UllTM. 

1MT.— Atarlta  Shore.  Iaraal  Anthony.  Beujanilu  Earl,  eelectmen ; 

W. 


Wanlwell,  lerael  At-.tliany,  Benjamin  JCiirl,  wlecbutn; 
I'erklua,  Heteklah  Battalia,  William  11.  IWbvw.n,  »|m»u. 


J.  Pickering,  David  I'.rklni,  Benjamin  Bail,  eeloclutm ; 
,  Benjamin  Wardw.ll.Jemee  Ford  (W), 


ISfil. — T I ...  mm J .  Ptdtertag,, 

Nathaniel  B. 

French,  repraeet.tativee. 
1862.— Janice  Bufllulon,  Georga  0.  Fairhauka,  Ax.rUI.  Shove, 

Bent. n,  Cbaai.r  W.  Given.,  aelectwaa;  Nathan  D.  U«u,  I.mii 

Smith,  Edward  P.  BuSlntun,  Southard  II.  Millar,  representative*. 
18*3 — Juaaa  Baflafcm,  UiMtrr  W.  Oraaaa,  Tbomaa  T.  PvUar,  Ororg* 

0.  P.lrtauiks,  Asarmh  Sbufa,  aalavUttau  . 
fur  raprraautaljTas. 

lSM.-Mark  A.  Slocum,  Job  0.  lavlua,  aaUc 
1  ai».-  [>.„iri  Laourd,  Am  P.  Proneh.  Jonailuui  K  Morrill,  I 
H.  Davit,  arfactmm. 

i  K.  Morrill,  Jofaa  8.  BraTtoa,  Job  B.  Aah- 

1.  JT.. 


K.  Morrill.  V., 
John  K.  Oruaard,  a^c<  Lataa. 
ISM.— Jamah  C.  DlalarUII,  Joaalhau  B.  Morrill,  ■ 
1«M  —  Suahan  0.  WrlghUagUtu,  TlKmtaa  T.  Putter,  ealactmki 
1MU.— Lloyd  8.  Earl  a,  8tapiiea  0.  Wriglitlngtun,  aeloctuiea. 
1601.— Llojrd  8.  Earla,  Stephen  C.  WrlghUngton,  ealeotaieu. 
1802—81  mron  Borden,  Ilmi)  Pratt,  a»lectaoaa. 
1863.—  Simeon  Borden,  Henry  l'rntt,  oslectmen. 
1»M  —  Natli.oH  B.  Burden,  Andrew  U.  Bullock,  aelKlmen. 
1m.'.  — ».  Angler  Cliaea.  t'red.  A.  Boomer,  eelectwen. 
1800  -Joeialt  C.  it  .,  i«  i  ,.i  i .  Jobu  II  Hathaway,  • 
lMn.-Abraham  Q. 

0.  Hart,  Wearer  Oabora,  Iran  Smith,  • 
T.  Marrell,  George  O.  Palrhaulu,  Abrahani  U.  Uarl.ee- 

A.  Boomer,  Wearer  Oauurn,  George  0.  VaJrhaoka,  ee- 

1IT2.— Thuajaa  t.  Holder,  George  0.  Valrhaaka,  George  II.  Eddy,  eelect- 
maa. 

IIU- Oeorga  0.  Palrbanka,  diarlao  J.  Boluaea,  Wearer  Oabora,  aaleal- 
luatt. 

1871.— Georga  0.  fWlrbaaka,  Daniel  Mcdowan,  John  Darol,  Jr.,  ealect- 
mea. 

Ifflt.— eVaithara  II.  Wlllor,  Nlcholaa  Ilalhaway,  William  Oarroll.aelect- 


1876  -Georga  0.  Palrbanka,  Wearer  Oaboru,  Albion  K. 


John  B.  Whltakar.  I 
H18.-Andr.w  J.  Jeunluga,1  Pardoo  M.coa,bar.«  John  W. 

Hiram  B.  duffle,  Patrick  M.  MrOlyau.  repraaautatirca. 
1878  —Andrew  J.  Jeualaga.l  Daalal  Wlllla,'  Marcua  Lauaard,  Patrick 

H.  McUlynn,  Join.  W.  Cuinulugt,  repreeenlelleea. 
1880.— Jaexaa  F.  Darelipuri,1  Parduu  Maoomber,'  J. .nr.  Laiigford,  Mar- 
cua Leonard,  Patrick  M.  McOlyna,  repreewnUtlvre. 
1881 —J antra  F.  Davenport,1  Sitae  B.  Hatch,'  Frank  W.  Burr,  Robert 

Howard,  John  Stanton,  repraaantallrea. 
1868. — Jamee  F.  Daveapoit,1  Job  M.  Leonard,*  Frank  W.  Burr,  George 

W.  BilUnga,  Julia  U.  WhlUker,  repreaanuiivoa. 
1883.— Jarnre  F.  Dareupurt,>  Job  M.  Leonard,*  Patrick  K.  T-dey,  T. 

Irwlght  Slowe,  Ctiarlee  B.  Martin,  repreeoulallvea. 

The  town  clerk*  from  1803  to  1854  have  been  as 
follows:  1803,  Walter  Chaloner;  1804-14,  Uenjamin 
lirightman  ;  1814-1G,  William  B.  Cauedy ;  181G.  March 
to  November  2,  Nathaniel  Luther;  when  at  a  town- 
meeting  was  made  the  following  record:  "Nathaniel 
Luther,  the  town  clerk,  being  absent,  made  choice  of 
Joseph  E.  Read  to  act  as  town  clerk  the  remainder  of 
the  year  (at  all  town-mcetings  and  nil  other  other 
buiincat*  pertaining  to  the  town  clerk's  duty)  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Luther."  1810,  Novemlrer  2,  to  1821, 
Joseph  K.  Read;  1821-25,  John  C.  llortlcn;  1825, 
Nathaniel  li.  llorden ;  182G-3I,  lteujaiiiiu  Anthony; 
1831-30,  Stephen  K.  Crary ;  1836-46,  Benjamin  Karl ; 
1846-48,  George  S.  Iluker;  1848-53,  Samuol  B.  Hus- 
sey ;  1853,  John  R.  Hodges. 

The  city  clerks  from  1854  to  1884  have  been:  John 
K.  Hodges,  1854:  Alvin  S.  Ballard,  1855  to  1864; 
George  A.  Ballard  from  1864  to  present  time,  nearly 
twenty  years. 

The  present  city  officers  are  as  follows: 

Mayor. — Hon,  Henry  K.  Braley. 

AUlermen—  Ward  1,  Vincent  Thorpe;  Ward  2,  John 
South  worth;  Ward  3,  William  J.  Hurley;  Ward  4, 


■  Wardaii 
•  Warde  7,  8,  and  8,  and  I 
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Hugh  McKevitt:  Ward  ft,  Dennis  Garvey ;  Ward  8, 
Henry  G.  Langley ;  Ward  7,  Thomas  8.  Borden ; 
Ward  8,  Thomas  F.  Eddy ;  Ward  9,  William  J.  Wylie. 

Common  Council  (Henry  H.  Earl,  Iretident).— 
Ward  1,  Samuel  H.  Wilcox,  George  T.  Durfee,  Charles 
H.  Albert;  Ward  2,  Franklin  P.  Osborn,  Edward  F. 
Murphy,  John  H.  Wells;  Ward  8,  James  Powers, 
John  Desmond,  Michael  Grandfield;  Ward  4, Thomas 
Darcy,  Jr.,  Thomas  Tyrol],  Thomas  Latham  ;  Ward 
f>,  John  T.  Murphy,  Michael  J.  Kelly,  Michael  H. 
Connelly;  Ward  6,  Peter  Harwood,  John  G.  Blais- 
dell,  Thomas  Sanford;  Ward  7,  William  8.  Robert- 
son, Edward  S.  Adams,  Charles  E.  Brown ;  Ward  8, 
Henry  H.  Earl,  William  F.  Thomas,  Cyras  C.  Rounse- 
villc;  Ward  9,  Jethro  H.  Wordell,  Charles  H.  Boomer, 
Walter  D.  Read. 

City  Clerk.- George  A.  Ballard. 

Treivairer  and  Collector.—  James  C.  Brady. 

Auditor. — Arthur  Anthony. 

Superintendent  of  Street*.— AntUony  Thurston. 

A**eMor*.  —  Edward  Buffinton,  Robert  O'Hearn, 
William  J.  Waring 

Solicitor.— James  F.  Jackson. 

Mettenger. — Charles  L.  Dean. 

City  Mar  thai. — J.  A.  Hunt. 

Chief  Engineer  of  Fire  Department. — John  A.Mac- 
farlnne. 

City  I'hytirian.—  James  E.  Sullivan. 
Su,H>rintendent  Oak  Qrorr  Cemetery.— J.  E.  Morrill. 
Superintendent    North   Burial  -Ground.  —  8tcphen 
White. 

Superintendent  Public  Building*. — James  M.  Adam. 
Superintendent  JSdjlic  School*.— William  Connell,  Jr. 
Staler  of  Weight*  and  Meatvre*.— William  W.  Dar- 
ling. 

School  (hmuutlec.—A.  M.  Jackson,  Harriot  T. 
Healy,  Jyouisa  G.  Aldrich,  E.  W.  Hunt,  Thomas  L. 
Ram«botton,  Lemitine  Lincoln,  William  G.  Bennett, 
M.  G.  B.  Swift,  John  A.  Tourtellot. 

Watnppn  Water  Board.— Philip  D.  Borden,  Weaver 
Osborn,  William  M.  Hawes. 

Water  Regiilrar.—W .  W.  Robertson. 

Engineer  and  Superintendent. — A.  H.  Martine. 

Truttecnof  I'uhlie  Library.— Henry  K.  Brnley,  Leon- 
tine  Lincoln,  Robert  Henry,  James  M.  Morton, 
Charles  J.  Holmes,  Crawford  E.  Lindscy. 

Librarian- AV .  R.  Ballard. 

i)uer*eer*  of  the  Poor, — Mayor  and  Aldermen. 

Agent  of  Board—  George  0.  Fairbanks. 

Board  of  Health.— \\.  F.  Winalow.  J.  8.  Anthony 
James  K.  Sullivan. 

VALUATION,  1BA4-1882. 


Vaar. 

Valuation. 

Tu. 

Amount  rain*! 

Iijr  Tmnll  ii 

No. 
Polk 

ISM  

  t«,V».2l A 

ts*n 

tM.ta.70 

.1,117 

IBM.—  

  ",:■.>. ij'i 

5  no 

6»,428.16 

3,1  M 

7  40 

90.124  61 

3,2:  tt 

1MM..._... 

.......  I2.I34.WI 

l  e.ao 

2"0.»72.2n 

4,461 

I8C0  

 \t,tmj>M 

17  Ro 

t*i,*ri  n 

4.740 

1»87  

.......  16,2.1t.«» 

17<m 

■tmstm  sr. 

e.ia* 

..„.,  tl,1»n,A24 

14.uo 

202/72.74 
348/1090 

o.onj 

8.247 

Y««r. 

I»70... 

i»n... 

1ST*... 
I8TJ... 
1874.. 
1*7*. 
1*78  . 
1877.., 
1*78... 
1879... 
1880... 
I8SI... 


Valuation.  T«». 


...til.811.214 
...  S0.14I.II7 
...  37/41,294 

  47.41(5,246 

  40.mr>.lln 

...  61.401.487 
48.1W.4HJ 
...  47.218/in 
...  4J.:i29.7:u> 
...  118,17:1/10 
...  30.171.284 
„.  41,110.781 


t!6.W 

MOO 
12.00 


Amount  ralard 
hj  Taxation. 
P74.753.22 
392/74.1* 
471/35  63 
M6.45I.6I 


14.80 
16.20 
16.60 
17.60 
18  On 
18.IKI 
19,00 


788,404.17 
764,829  41 
763.738.96 
739,618  46 
6*0,:r7O..12 
7a/,l*801 
TTi.r.in  4r, 


No. 
Mb. 
8,743 
7J070 
8,870 
10020 
11.119 
11/71 
10/19 
10,928 
11/64 
11/78 
12,008 
12/191 


1 1/78,003  i  of  ptraonal  aetata, 11,'110/tt; 

POrULATION,  1810-81. 


1810  „   1,204) 

1820     1/94 

1830    4.169 

1*40  _  „   6.7.18 


184.V. 

I860., 
1*66.. 

1SC0  

1861.., 
1*02  >,. 
1863.. 


18* 


1865.. 


10,290 
,  11.170 
12.880 
1:1,240 
14/128 
17,461 
15.406 
17.114 
17/26 
19,282 
21,174 


1*M   — 23,003 

IMS  .    26,1*9 

1870  „   „.  27.U1 

1*71  „  „   28,291 

1*7J„^_.  _  „  _  84,836 

1873  „  „  _..  08,464 

1*74  _   43.2M 

1876   ...  46,160 

187S  „  „   44/58 

ir?*;;;™!""";™";."'"'.;;;  4*1494 

1*7*    48/09 

1*80   47  /83 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 
FALL  niVKR.— (CoHimutd.) 

ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY.* 

The  flnrt  Oonsracallonel  Church— The  Central  CongrecaUonal  Church 
-The  Third  Congregational  Wiarch— The  tint  Methoda*  Kplecopel 
Church— St.  I W.  Mathodiet  Kplacopal  Church— Brnyton  MelBodfet 
Xptampal  Church— The  North  Mxhorllit  Kplaenpal  Ohereh — Quarry 
Sir  .ft  Methodiit  Kplacopal  Church— Maple  Street  Methodart  Kptaroi»l 
Chnrch— Primitive  Methodlet  Cl>uicli— North  Mala  Street  Methodlet 
KptecopaJ  Church — The  Flret  Bapliat  Church— Second  Baptist  Church 
—Third  Ilaptlel  Chareh— Cliorch  of  lha  AaceneioB—  St.  John*! Church 
— ChrleUan  Church,  Franklin  8tr*at — North  Christian  Church— 
Chareh  or  tha  Now  Jaruaalrm— Society  of  Frlende—  United  Preeby- 

The  First  Congregational  Church  was  organized 
at  the  dwelling-house  of  Deacon  Richard  Durfee, 
Jan.  9,  1816,  with  the  following  members:  Joseph 
Durfee  and  wife  Elizabeth,  Richard  Durfee,  Benjamin 
Brsyton.  and  Wealthy  Durfee,  wife  of  Charles  Dur- 
fee. Benjamin  Brayton  died  Dec.  9, 1829,  and  leaving 
no  children,  he  bequeathed  the  bulk  of  his  property 
to  this  church,  in  trust,  as  a  permanent  fund  for  the 
support  of  the  ministry.  For  about  seven  years  after 
the  ^organization  of  the  church  it  had  no  house  of 
worship  nor  settled  pastor.  The  church,  however, 
met  regularly  on  the  Sabbath  for  public  worship,  and 
when  they  were  destitute  of  a  pastor  conducted  the 
devotional  exercises  themselves.  A  portion  of  the 
time  they  were  supplied  by  missionaries,  among 
whom  were  the  following:  Rev.  John  Sanford, 
James  Hubbard,  Amaaa  Smith,  Reuben  Torrey,  C. 
H.  Nichols,  Curtis  Coe,  Samuel  W.  Colburn,  Moses 


1  Tha  litcraaaa  In  population  In  1862  wai  owing  ta  tha 
tha  town  of  Fall  Rlrer,  R,  I-,  which  coi 
three  thouaand  flea  hundred  »Bd  nlBetjr. 
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Osborne,  Isaac  Jones,  Seth  Chapin,  Silas  Shove, 
Otis  Lane,  and  Loring  D.  Dewey.  During  the  first 
three  years  after  their  organization  there  were  added 
to  the  church,  chiefly  by  profession,  thirty  members, 
among  whom  were  only  four  male*. 

While  this  church  was  without  a  house  of  worship 
their  meetings  were  held  sometimes  at  private  houses, 
sometimes  in  a  large  store-room,  sometimes  in  the  only 
school-house  in  the  place,  and  occasionally  in  the  line 
meeting-house,  an  edifice  located  on  the  line  between 
the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and 
erected  in  1798. 

The  first  movements  for  the  erection  of  a  church 
edifice  were  inaugurated  in  1819,  and  in  1821  and 
1822  their  first  house  of  worship  was  erected,  and 
dedicated  in  February,  1823.  It  was  forty -five  feet 
long  by  thirty-six  wide,  with  a  vestry  underneath. 
Tim  was  the  second  meeting-house  built  in  Fall 
River,  the  Friends  having  built  a  small  house  for 
worship  in  1821. 

An  ecclesiastical  Congregational  Society  was  formed 
in  1820,  and  incorporated  in  February,  1821.  The  in- 
corporators of  the  society  caused  considerable  excite- 
ment in  the  town,  which,  however,  "soon  spent  itself 
by  its  own  warmth,  and  ultimately  did  no  harm  to 
the  society." 

The  first  settled  pastor  was  Rev.  Augustus  B.  Reed, 
who  was  ordained  and  installed  July  2,  1823.  His 
salary  was  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  year. 
Mr.  Reed  remained  until  Aug.  8,  1825.  Nov.  1, 1826, 
Rev.  Thomas  M.Smith  became  pastor, and  continued 
until  April  27,  1831. 

In  1827,  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Smith's  ministry,  an 
addition  of  twenty-five  feot  was  made  to  the  length  of 
the  meeting-house. 

May  22,  1881,  Rev.  Orin  Fowler,  A.M.,  became 
pastor  of  this  church  and  remained  until  May  15, 
1850. 

Mr.  Fowler  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  July  29, 
1791.  Upon  his  settlement  in  Fall  River  lie  entered 
zealously  into  every  project  looking  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  material,  educational,  and  religious  wel- 
fare of  the  town.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Senate  from  this  district,  and  in  1848,  before  his 
senatorial  term  had  expired,  he  was  elected  to  the 
Thirty-First  Congress.  He  died  Sept.  3,  1862.  Mr. 
Fowler  was  dismissed  from  the  pastorate  of  the 
church  in  May,  1850,  and  in  the  same  month  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Benjamin  J.  Relyea,  who  re- 
mained until  April,  1856.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  J.  Lewis  Diman,  D.D.,  in  April,  1850,  who 
continued  until  February,  1860.  He  was  afterwards 
professor  of  history  in  Brown  University.  In  May, 
1861,  Rev.  Solomon  P.  Fay  was  installed,  who  re- 
mained until  Oct.  1,  1863,  when  he  was  succeeded 
in  the  following  month  by  Rev.  William  W.  Adams, 
D.D.,  who  was  acting  pastor  until  Sept.  14, 1864,  when 
he  was  installed  as  pastor,  and  has  remained  to  the 
present  time. 


The  present  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1831-32, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $16,500. 

In  1856  the  interior  was  entirely  remodeled,  walls 
of  audience-room  and  ceiling  frescoed,  pulpit  trans- 
ferred from  east  to  west  eud  of  the  church,  etc. 

In  1866  a  new  organ  was  procured  of  Messrs. 
Hook,  in  Boston,  at  an  expense  of  about  14000; 
water  motor  added  in  1880;  1868,  mission  chapel 
built  and  furnished,  at  a  cost  of  about  $4000;  1872, 
missionary  employed  in  connection  with  the  chapel 
8unday-schoot ;  1873-74,  parsonage  built,  at  a  cost, 
with  lot,  of  $16,400. 

In  1874  the  Third  Congregational  Church'  was 
organized  in  missiou  chapel,  which  they  have  since 
continuously  occupied. 

In  1875  the  chapel  was  removed  to  a  better  loca- 
tion, enlarged,  frescoed,  thoroughly  refitted,  and  pro- 
vided with  basement  for  Sunday-school,  etc. ;  change 
in  First  Church  from  afternoon  to  evening  service. 

In  1876  new  articles  of  faith  and  covenant  were 
adopted,  and  in  1878  the  weekly  o tiering  system  was 
adopted  ,  1881,  pastor  sent  abroad  for  a  year,  all  ex- 
penses paid,  and  pulpit  supplied  by  the  society.  In 
1882  church  edifice  thoroughly  renovated  within  and 
without,  newly  upholstered  and  furnished,  at  an  ex- 
panse of  $8500. 

Present  membership,  Jan.  1,  1883,  47  males,  157 
females;  total,  204.  Total  membership  from  organi- 
zation, 831. 

Contributions  for  strictly  charitable  object*  from 
1865  to  1882,  inclusive,  $48,000;  besides  large  sums 
given  by  individuals. 

Subsidiary  organizations:  Indies'  Benevolent  So- 
ciety, Society  for  Good  Works,  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  Children's  Missionary  8ociety. 

The  officers  for  1883  are  as  follows:  Deacons, 
Hiram  Bliss  (euteritiu),  F.  W.  Macomber,  George 
W.  Rohbins;  Clerk,  Hiram  O.  Andrews;  Sunday- 
school  Superintendent,  Isaac  Borden;  Chorister, 
Charles  II.  Bobbins. 

The  Central  Congregational  Church  of  Fall 
River  was  organized  Nov.  16,  1842.  Seventy  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church, 
then  under  the  pastoral  care  or  Rev.  Orin  Fowler, 
were  uisiiusm;  d  from  that  church,  and  uuiled  to  form 
this  new  body. 

A  council  composed  of  the  pastors  of  the  neighbor- 
ing churches,  with  their  delegates,  confirmed  and 
ratified  the  organization.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Sheldon,  of 
the  church  in  Easton,  was  moderator  of  the  council, 
and  Rev.  Erastus  Maltby,  of  Taunton,  scribe. 

A  warrant  being  issued,  and  a  meeting  called  for 
the  purpose,  according  to  the  statutes  of  the  State,  a 
corporate  and  legal  form  was  given  to  the  organiza- 
tion on  the  20th  of  January,  1843,  which  then  as- 
sumed the  name  of  "The  Central  Cougregatiouul 
8ociety  of  Fall  River." 


*  Bn  ItUlurj  oltwwlfrere  In  ttila  wurk. 
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The  members  of  this  society  were  Amery  Glazier,  | 
Nathan  Durfec,  Benjamin  Earl,  Richard  Borden, 
Henry  H.  Fish,  Abraham  Cook,  John  8.  Cotton, 
William  A.  Burt,  Charles  C.  Dillingham,  Edward  8. 
Chnae,  Daniel  Leonard,  Henry  Woodward,  and  Jesse 
Eddy. 

Three  days  later,  Jan.  28,  1843,  the  society  met, 
and  a  committee  previously  appointed  to  secure  a  lot 
for  a  church  edifice,  reported  aa  follows:  "The  lot 
on  Bedford  Street,  known  aa  the  Masaaaoit  lot,  and 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Bradford  Dnrfee,  Nathan  Dur-  , 
foe,  Joseph  Durfec,  and  Mrs.  Fidelia  B.  Durfec,  can 
be  had  as  a  donation,  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of 
publir  worship  thereon,  for  the  use  of  the  Central 
Congregational  Society,  if  said  lot  will  answer  the 
uses  of  the  society." 

The  lot  was  nccepted,  and  a  committee  at  once  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  house,  with  the 
estimated  cost.  Nathan  Dnrfee  was  chairman  of  that 
committee. 

The  result  was  the  erection  of  the  building  on  the 
lot  at  the  corner  of  Rock  and  Bedford  Street*,  which 
was  dedicated  for  worship  March  27,  1844,  and  was 
it-  '1  for  that  purpose  until  the  completion  and  dedica- 
tion of  the  new  building,  which  now  stands  at  the 
corner  of  Kock  and  Franklin  Streets,  a  period  of 
nearly  thirty-one  years. 

It  formerly  fronted  upon  Bedford  Street,  but  in  1882 
was  turned  around,  and  now  fronts  on  Rock  Street. 
It  is  still  used  by  the  Sabbath-school  of  the  Central 
Church. 

This  first  church  was  built  by  Mclvin  Borden,  who 
had  erected  the  frame  and  collected  a  largo  part  of 
the  material  when  the  memorable  fire  of  July  2, 1843, 
destroyed  the  lumber  and  delayed  the  work.  The 
frame  was  by  great  exertion  saved. 

When  the  fire  occurred  the  society  was  worshiping 
in  l'ocasset  Hall,  in  a  building  used  as  a  hotel,  and 
known  as  the  l'ocasset  House.  This  building  was 
burned,  and  the  ono  now  called  l'ocasset  Block  stands 

upon  its  site. 

This  most  destructive  fire  by  which  FbII  River  has 
ever  been  visited  not  only  turned  the  society  adrift, 
but  rendered  scores  of  families  homeless. 

In  this  emergency  the  congregation  were  most  cor- 
dially invited  to  the  full  and  free  use  of  the  Baptist 
temple  for  their  worship,  with  the  privilege  of  using 
the  pulpit  one-half  of  each  Sabbath. 

The  Rev.  Asa  Bronson  was  then  the  pastor  6f  that 
church,  a  man  made  up  without  stint  in  soul  or  body, 
a  man  who  was  a  tower  of  strength  in  the  religious 
history  of  Fall  River. 

This  kind  and  generous  offer  was  gratefully  ac- 
cepted, and  the  two  congregations  worshiped  together 
until  the  autumn,  when  the  veatry  of  the  new  build- 
ing was  ready  to  bo  occupied,  and  the  congregation 
met  there 

During  this  period  the  church  was  without  a  settled 
pastor,  and  preaching  was  supplied  by  recent  gradu- 


i  atesof  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Andover.  Among 
them  were  Rev.  Robert  8.  Hitchcock,  whose  father 
was  a  Congregational  clergyman  for  many  years  in 
Randolph  and  in  Wrentham;  Edward  A.  Washburn, 
who  afterwards  entered  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
after  a  useful  life  died,  deeply  regretted,  in  New  York 
in  1881 ;  Roswell  D.  Hitchcock,  now  eminent  as  presi- 
dent of  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York 
City ;  and  Benjamin  F.  Hosford.  This  last  was  a  most 
refined  and  accomplished  man,  who  did  faithful  and 
i  successfal  work  as  pastor  of  the  Centre  Church  in 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  from  1846  till  1863,  when  ill  health 
compelled  his  resignation,  and  he  died  the  next  year 
at  the  age  of  forty-six. 

'I'll c  dedication  of  the  church  took  place  the  next 
spring,  April  24,  1844.  On  the  same  day  the  Rov. 
Samuel  Washburn  was  installed  as  the  first  pastor  of 
the  church.  Mr.  Washburn  was  a  preacher  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  and  possessed  a  rare  and  grace- 
ful manner  and  oratory.  Before  this  settlement  he 
had  traveled  and  preached  as  agent  of  two  of  the 
Christian  societies  of  the  church,  and  bad  been  a  set- 
tled pastor  at  Greenfield,  Mass.  His  tastes  were  cul- 
tivated and  refined,  and  his  talent*  and  conversation 
made  him  a  brilliant  accession  in  any  gathering  of 
scholarly  men.  He  remained  with  the  church  four 
years  and  eight  months,  and  was  dismissed  by  his  own 
repeated  request  in  January,  1849.  He  died  at  New 
York  on  tho  loth  of  September,  1853.  His  last  set- 
tlement as  pastor  was  over  a  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Baltimore. 

The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  Eli  Thurston,  D.D.,  who 
was  installed  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  March 
21, 1849,  a  night  to  he  remembered  as  one  on  which 
occurred  ono  of  the  most  violentof  equinoctial  storms 
that  ever  visited  New  England.  Mr.  Thurston  had 
previously  been  settled  for  nearly  ten  years  over  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Hallowell,  Maine,  lie 
was  born  in  Brighton,  Mass.,  in  1808,  and  commenced 
studying  for  the  ministry,  after  learning  a  trade,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one.  After  his  conversion,  which 
took  place  at  Millbury,  Mass,  (where  he  was  learning 
his  trade),  he  became  possessed  with  tho  idea  of 
preaching  the  gospel.  Nothing  could  turn  him  from 
this  purpose,  and  from  that  day  till  his  death  it  was 
the  one  absorbing  passion  of  his  life.  "  Thi*  one  thin,) 
I ito"  was  as  true  of  him  as  of  Paul. 

When  he  was  settled  over  the  Central  Church  it 
hnd  a  membership  of  about  one  hundred.  It  had 
many  zealous,  efficient,  working  members,  and  they, 
with  thoir  pastor,  soon  came  to  make  the  church  a  felt 
power  in  Fall  River.  Accessions  were  made  yearly, 
and  oftentimes  in  great  numbers,  while  as  a  mission- 
ary church  at  home  and  abroad  it  came  to  stand  in 
the  front  rank  among  the  churches  of  Massachusetts. 
The  Sabbath-school  was  large  and  prosperous,  and 
from  it  as  a  centre  radiated  light  and  service  and  suc- 
cessful toil  among  the  large  population  of  the  city 
lesa  favored  with  religious  instruction. 
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Mr.  Thurston  wu  a  man  of  positive  b«liefi,  and 
had  a  poaitive  way  of  atating  hit  convictions.  He 
made  no  compromise  will)  error  or  half  truth,  or  with 
any  practice  which  annulled  or  would  lead  to  the  an- 
nulling of  the  commands  of  God.  Hia  interest  in 
questions  relating  to  the  progress  of  the  world,  ita 
discoveries,  ita  inventions,  ita  most  wonderful  facili- 
ties for  communication  with  all  nations, — these  were 
matters  of  vital  importance  to  him.  They  aroused 
the  whole  enthusiasm  or  his  nature,  because  through 
them  he  beheld  the  grand  and  final  triumph  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  all  the  world.  This  was  the 
glorious  consummation  to  which  he  devoted  all  the 
power  and  energy  of  his  own  life,  and  his  unfaltering 
faith  in  ita  accomplishment.  It  gave  rest  and  hope 
and  cheerful  alacrity  to  hia  every  effort  In  his  earlier 
ministry  at  Hallowell,  when  thesubject  of  slavery  had 
come  to  divide  the  church  as  well  as  the  politics  of  the 
country,  he  had  thrown  all  the  weight  of  his  eloquence 
and  influence  into  the  anti-slavery  balance,  and  with 
such  impetuous  fervor  as  to  bring  upon  himself  much 
reproach,  and  so  it  was  later,  as  a  natural  sequence,  in 
the  dark  days  of  the  war,  which  this  sin  brought  upon 
the  country,  his  whole  soul  was  stirred  to  its  depths, 
and  hia  sympathy  in  the  struggle  most  intense.  Then, 
too,  his  faith  in  Ood  and  in  his  omnipotent  power  to 
work  righteousness  and  redeem  the  world  from  sin 
did  not  forsake  him.  It  was  the  strong  tower  into 
which  his  soul  fled  and  was  safe.  In  his  appeals  in 
those  days,  made  from  the  pulpit  and  often  from  the 
rostrum  of  the  large  City  Hall,  to  the  manhood,  the 
loyally,  the  Christian  sentiment,  the  patriotism  of  our 
citizens,  he  showed  an  eloquence  and  a  strength  of 
intellectual  power  which  will  never  be  forgotten. 
Probably  no  one  man  in  Bristol  County  wielded  so 
strong  an  influence,  and  so  long  as  he  lived,  and  as 
often  as  he  spoke  in  Fall  River  upon  this  topic,  or 
upon  temperance,  or  upon  any  social  reform,  never 
did  he  lack  an  audience.  The  oppose rs  of  truth  and 
the  enemies  of  reform  acknowledged  the  power  and 
pungency  of  his  reasoning,  for  his  logic  was  close  and 
almost  invulnerable  when  one  had  conceded  his  prem- 
ises, and  he  had  the  eloquence  which  comes  from 
highest  personal  conviction. 

In  the  work  which  fell  to  the  Christian  minister  in 
the  daya  of  the  civil  war,  Mr.  Thurston  was  helped  and 
stimulated  by  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  or  hia 
dear  friend  and  brother  minister,  the  Rev.  P.  B. 
Haughwant,  of  the  First  Baptist  Church.  For  many 
years  the  Central  Church  came  under  the  influence 
and  most  eloquent  preaching  of  this  talented  ami 
accomplished  scholar,  whose  interest  in  the  war  aud 
whose  zeal  for  the  right  were  equal  to  Mr.  Thurston's. 
The  two  men  stand  side  by  side  and  heart  with  heart 
to  all  who  review  that  period  of  greatest  interest  in 
the  history  of  the  American  citizen  of  this  century. 
The  Central  Church  enjoyed  the  blessing  of  Dr. 
Thurston's  ministry  for  twenty-two  years.  In  De- 
cember, 1868,  he  was  seized  with  pneumonia,  and 


ne  month,  at  the  age  of 


died  on  the  19th  of  the 
sixty-one  years. 

At  the  time  of  Dr.  Thurston's  death  the  Central 
Church  was  large,  vigorous,  and  prosperous.  It  had 
a  member.- hip  of  nearly  three  hundred,  many  of  whom 
intelligent,  active  workers  in  the  Lord's  vine- 


yard. They  had  been  trained  to  a  consecration  of 
wealth  aa  well  as  of  heart,  and  were  among  the  most 
cheerful  and  hearty  supporters  of  the  gospel  through- 
out the  world,  while  their  obligations  to  the  poor  and 
ignorant  about  them  were  never  ignored. 

A  mission  school,  which  for  some  years  existed  aa 
a  union  school,  had  been  partially  under  the  care  of 
members  of  this  church,  but  for  some  lime  previous 
to  this  date  bad  assumed  a  separate  and  distiuct  or- 
ganization, under  the  sole  care  of  the  Central  Church, 
and  the  large  and  commodious  mission  building,  on 
Pleasant  Street,  was  purchased  by  the  society. 

The  services  of  Rev.  Edwin  A.  Buck,  of  Slaterville, 
R.  I.,  were  secured  as  a  missionary  to  have  the  care 
of  this  branch  of  the  service.  Mr.  Buck's  work  in 
this  department  has  now  been  most  successfully  car- 
ried on  for  fifteen  years.  Mr.  Thoma»  F.  Eddy  was 
the  eflicient  superintendent  of  the  mission-school  for 
twenty-five  years.  Hia  successor  is  Mr.  Alphouao  b. 
Covel. 

Very  many  have  been  trained  in  the  missiou-school 
who  have  added  lo  the  strength  as  well  as  the  num- 
bers of  the  church.    It  has  been  a  great  blessing. 

Dr.  Thurston's  death  occurred  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1869.  In  the  spring  of  1870  the  people  listened 
to  the  preaching  of  the  Rev.  Michael  Buruhatii,  who 
was  still  in  the  seminary  at  Audover,  and  their  choice 
fell  upon  him  as  successor  to  their  lute  pastor.  Mr. 
Burnham  graduated  in  June,  aud  was  installed  as 
pastor  of  the  Central  Church  Oct.  25,  1870.  His  or- 
dination occurred  at  the  same  time. 

Under  Mr.  Burnham's  ministry  (he  church  con- 
tinued to  prosper  and  iucrease  in  numbers,  aud  it  was 
thought  best  to  enlarge  the  space  and  opportunity  to 
give  the  gospel  to  a  larger  number  of  the  rapidly- 
increasing  population.  Fur  this  purpose  it  was 
decided  to  build  a  larger  and  more  enduriug  house  of 
worship  in  some  new  locality.  In  Murch  aud  April, 
1872,  measures  were  taken  for  this  purpose,  aud  a 
valuable  lol  secured,  comprising  the  whole  space  on 
Rock  Street  between  Franklin  and  Bank  Streets.  The 
purchase  comprised  one  hundred  and  four  square 
roils,  and  coal  something  over  fifty -six  thousand  dol- 
lurs.  A  building  committee  was  chosen,  consisting  of 
Thomas  J.  Borden,  Robert  K.  Remington,  William 
H.  Jennings,  aud  Holder  B.  Durfee. 

The  subscriptions  lo  the  new  building  were  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  dollars,  and  a 
coutract  was  made  at  once  lor  a  brick  and  stoue 
building,  in  the  Victorian  early  English  Gothic  style, 
stately  in  proportions  and  complete  in  detail,  lo  be 
erected  on  the  northerly  and  easterly  sections  of  the 
new  lot.    The  work  was  commenced  in  May,  1874, 
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the  basement  walls  and  brick  pillars  to  support  the 
floor  were  put  in,  nnd  on  July  23d  of  that  year  the 
congregation  assembled  with  glad  hearts  to  lay  with 
solemn  ceremony  the  corner-stoue.  The  report  of 
the  building  committee  was  read,  appropriate  hymns 
were  sung  by  the  congregation,  the  selections  and 
music  being  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Charles  Durfee, 
chorister,  and  Mr.  Lyman  W.  Deane,  the  organist  of 
the  church.  A  very  interesting  and  impressive  ad- 
dress was  made  by  the  pastor,  and  the  corner-stone 
was  laid  with  all  due  formality  by  the  senior  deacons 
of  tho  church.  These  were  Deacon  Benjamin  Earl 
and  Dr.  Nathan  Durfce. 

The  box,  which  was  properly  sealed,  and  was  placed 
under  the  stone,  contained  the  confession  of  faith 
of  the  church,  n  list  of  pastors  and  officers  and  mem- 
bers, a  history  of  the  organisation  and  subsequent 
growth  of  the  church,  history  of  Fall  River,  copies  of 
the  local  newspapers  and  of  the  religious  papers  of 
the  day.  After  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  the 
work  on  the  building  went  rapidly  on,  ami  was  fin- 
ished before  the  end  of  the  following  year  (1875). 

The  cosily  and  elegant  structure  thus  completed, 
with  tower  and  steeple,  with  nave  and  transept,  and 
high-reaching  roof,  is  built  of  brick,  with  freestone 
trimmings  and  facings,  and  occupies  the  whole  north- 
ern portion  of  the  lot  on  Franklin  Street,  with  a  front- 
age of  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  on  Rock  Street. 
This  includes  an  elegant  cloister,  by  which  the  main 
building  is  destined  eventually  to  join  a  chapel  on 
the  south  end  of  the  lot.  One  cannot  fail,  on  looking 
at  the  building  from  the  east,  on  Rock  Street,  of  re- 
ceiving the  impression  of  grand  solidity  and  strength, 
as  well  as  of  most  harmonious  proportion  and  eleganco 
of  finish  in  all  the  exterior  decoration. 

The  main  entrance,  through  a  heavy  black  walnut 
door  hung  in  a  case  of  the  same  wood,  nnd  sur- 
rounded and  ornamented  with  a  belting  of  stone 
richly  cut  in  flower-work,  is  enriched  also  by  fine 
and  highly-polished  pillars  of  Scotch  granite.  These 
elegant  pillars,  with  carved  capitals,  and  stone-cut- 
ting in  relief,  are  continued  at  the  entrance  of  the 
cloister. 

The  floor  of  this  building,  as  well  as  all  the  vesti- 
bules, are  of  handsome  tile.  The  tower  is  on  the 
northeast  corner,  quadrangular  in  form,  and  is  sup- 
ported by  heavy  buttresses  on  both  Rock  and  Frank- 
lin Streets,  trimmed  at  the  base  and  all  along  its  edges 
with  freestone.  It  is  provided  with  abundant  win- 
dows, and  at  some  seventy-five  or  eighty  feet  from 
the  ground  the  form  is  changed  to  a  hexagonal,  and 
carried  up  to  its  full  height  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  feet,  with  an  occasional  belt  of  stone,  and  sur- 
mounted with  a  gilded  cross.  It  is  one  of  the  finest 
and,  to  the  eye,  most  satisfactory  steeples  to  be  seen 
in  this  part  of  the  State. 

On  the  front,  to  the  left  of  the  main  entrance,  is 
the  beautiful  motto  in  Gothic  letters,  "Let  us  exalt 
His  name  together."   On  the  right,  in  a 


between  the  buttress  of  the  tower  and  the  entrance, 
is  another,  "  Praise  ye  the  lx>rd."  On  the  Franklin 
8trect  side  is  the  sentence,  "Seek  ye  the  Lord  while 
He  may  be  found ;  call  ye  upon  Him  while  He  is 
near." 

At  intervals  on  the  outside  of  the  fiant  are  several 
pnnels  of  st/me  inserted  in  the  brick  wall  and  cut  in 
rosettes.  The  eaves  and  border  of  tho  roof  are 
arched  with  stone. 

The  main  entrance  ushers  you  into  an  extended 
portico,  where,  on  the  left  and  right,  wide  staircases 
invite  to  the  gallery  above.  Beyond  the  stairway  the 
corridor  leads  to  various  anterooms  for  the  uso  and 
convenience  of  the  people.  Those  at  the  north  end 
are  appropriated  to  the  ladie»,  while  at  the  south  end 
are  rooms  for  gentlemen.  They  are  supplied  with 
heat  and  water  and  every  needed  furnishing. 

Two  very  large  and  elegant  parlors  for  the  work 
and  business  of  the  society,  and  for  social  gatherings, 
connect  these  accommodations  with  the  main  body 
of  the  church,  while  a  finished  baaeme 
plies  nil  that  is  needed  for  culinary 
purposes  when  food  is  provided. 

Coming  to  the  auditorium  the  eye  is  struck  with 
the  size  of  the  room  and  its  adapted ness  for  religious 
worship.  Including  the  space  occupied  by  the  pulpit 
platform,  it  is  not  far  from  one  hundred  feet  long  by  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  feet  wide  in  the  rear,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  the  transepts,  and  over 
seventy  feet  in  height  to  the  ridge  vi  the  roof.  It  is 
finished  in  pure  Gothic  style,  with  arches  between 
the  pillars  clear  to  the  ridge.  The  seating  capacity, 
including  the  main  and  transept  galleries,  is  some 
twelve  or  thirteen  hundred,  while  eighteen  hundred 
can  easily  be  provided  for  by  filling  up  the  space* 
with  camp-chairs.  Numerous  exits  in  front  and  rear 
afford  opportunity  to  vacate  the  church  in  a  few  mo- 
ments should  occasion  require. 

The  pulpit  platform  is  at  the  extreme  west  end  of 
the  audience-room,  in  the  main  body  of  the  church. 
It  is  fourteen  and  a  half  feet  in  width  by  twenty-four 
feet  in  length,  and  has  a  small  but  richly-ornamented 
desk  for  the  speaker. 

A  wide  and  handsome  arch  is  thrown  over  the  plat- 
form with  the  inscription,  "  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal 
life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

A  capacious  recess  with  inner  arch  has  the  motto, 
"  Worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness,"  and 
this  encloses  a  highly  decorative  design  illustrating 
the  Trinity.  It  is  formed  by  a  triangle,  within  which 
the  quaint  Latin  symbol  of  the  doctrine  is  made  by 
the  word  "Deus"  in  the  centre,  with  radiations  to 
the  three  points  of  the  diagram,  where  the  letters 
"  P."  "  F."  "  8  8."  stand  for  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Spirit,  while  the  radiating  lines,  with  the  Latin  word 
"est"  reading  one  way  and  "non  eat"  the  other, 
make  a  puzzle  such  as  old  divines  delighted  to  quarrel 
over  through  centuries  of  church  history. 

The  pastor's  room,  at  the  north  end  of  the  platform, 
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is  one  of  the  gema  of  thU  beautiful  church.  It  is  pro- 
vided with  whatever  can  contribute  to  the  comfort  and 
quiet  of  the  speaker  before  and  after  the  service,  and 
is  a  most  restful,  as  well  as  tasteful,  little  room.  It 
is  entered  by  a  door  from  Franklin  Street,  and,  be- 
sides the  door  leading  to  the  platform,  has  two  which 
open  upon  the  floor  of  the  church.  Upon  the  front 
of  this  room,  which  projects  out  into  the  body  of  the 
church,  is  inserted  a  large  and  most  beautiful  memo- 
rial tablet  of  Tennessee  marble,  with  rich  marble 
pillars  and  sculptured  adornments,  the  whole  set  in  a 
frame  of  heavy  black  walnut.  This  tablet  is  a  memo- 
rial to  the  first  two  pastors  of  the  church,  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Washburn  and  Rev.  Eli  Thurston,  D.D. 

The  organ  stands  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
auditorium,  projecting  slightly  into  the  church,  par- 
allel with  the  pastor's  room  ou  the  north  of  the  plat- 
form. It  has  a  very  elegant  and  elaborate  case,  and  is 
one  of  the  finest  instruments  ever  manufactured  by 
Hook  &  Hastings,  of  Boston.  Its  tone  and  compass 
are  nearly  perfect,  and  such  as  to  give  exquisite 
pleasure  to  the  most  cultivated  musical  taste. 

The  interior  decorations  of  ceiling  and  fresco  are 
in  Oothic  style,  to  accord  with  the  exterior.  The  tint* 
are  of  soft  gray,  with  borders  of  drab,  the  lines  aud 
figures  relieved  by  gold.  The  wood-work  is  of  black 
walnut,  much  of  it  being  finely  carved.  The  windows 
are  of  rich  stained  glass;  the  small  and  delicate  clus- 
tered pillars  that  support  the  roof  are  gilt-bronze;  the 
gas  (struck  by  electricity)  is  so  arranged  as  to  throw 
light  down  upon  the  audience,  and  thus  never  pain- 
fully to  meet  the  eye ;  indeed,  the  whole  effect  of  the 
interior  arrangement  is  so  perfect  as  never  to  bewilder 
or  astonish,  but  seems  ever  to  breathe  a  solemn  repose 
and  a  comforting  sense  of  the  fitness  of  it  all  to  the 
worship  of  Qod. 

The  society  took  leave  of  the  old  church  on  Sab- 
bath afternoon,  Dec.  12,  1875.  A  most  interesting 
sermon  was  preached  on  the  occasion  by  Mr.  Burn- 
ham,  from  2d  Peter  iii.  chapter,  1st  verse  (last  clause), 
"  I  »tir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of  remembrance." 
The  formation  and  history  of  the  church  was  reviewed 
in  that  sermon,  aud  just  and  worthy  tributes  paid  to 
its  former  pastors,  and  to  all  who  hud  helped  to  sus- 
tain it.  The  congregation  present  on  that  occasion 
numbered  five  hundred  and  sixty. 

On  the  following  evening,  Monday,  Dec.  13,  1875, 
the  new  church  was  dedicated.  The  dedication  ser- 
vices were  of  great  interested  the  buildiug  was  filled 
by  a  large  audience  of  over  two  thousand  people.  The 
audience-room  was  on  this  occasion  most  brilliantly 
lighted,  while  elegant  floral  decorations,  from  the  con- 
servatories of  Dr.  Nathan  Durfee  and  Mr.  C.  V.  S. 
Remington,  adorned  the  pulpit  and  platform.  A 
splendid  crown  of  roses  was  placed  in  the  family  pew 
of  the  late  Dr.  Thurston,  while  a  cross  of  the  same 
lovely  flowers  adorned  the  pew  of  the  present  pastor. 
The  touching  significance  of  these  tokens  added  to 
their  loveliness  and  beauty.    An  organ  voluntary, 


under  the  skillful  hand  of  Mr.  Lyman  W.  Dean, 
brought  out  the  long  time  honored  and  deep  tones 
of  "  Old  Hundred,"  succeeded  by  the  grand  anthem 
of  Mozart,  "  Praise  the  Lord,"  by  a  choir  of  select 
singera,  who  occupied  the  south  transept.  The  prayer 
of  invocation  waa  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Wellman,  of  Maiden. 
The  Scriptures  were  read  by  Dr.  William  W.  Adams, 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and  the  sermon 
waa  preached  by  Dr.  Richard  S.  Slorrs,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  The  text  waa  John  xvii.  chapter,  20th  verse, 
"  Neither  pray  I  fur  these  alone,  but  for  them  who 
believe  through  their  word."  It  was  delivered  with- 
out notes,  and  was  an  able  and  instructive  di»cuurse 
on  the  power  and  efficacy  delegated  to  the  church  by 
their  risen  Lord,  a  power  greater  than  he  could 
hare  exerted  by  remaining  on  earth  under  mortal 
conditions  and  limits,  because  it  brought  into  exercise 
faith,  which  all  could  exercise,  and  which  could  over- 
come all  things.  Mr.  Burnham  offered  the  dedicatory 
prayer,  followed  by  the  anthem  fata  L—ctl,  "  How 
Beautiful  are  Thy  Dwellings."  The  exercises  closed 
with  the  singing  of  the  Dnxology  by  the  whole  con- 
gregation, and  the  benediction  by  the  pastor. 

With  these  formal  services  was  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  tho  living  Qod,  this  church  building, 
which  stands  to-day  among  the  chief  achitectural 

!  ornaments  of  the  city,  arranged  with  every  appliance 

i  of  invention  and  art  to  make  it  a  comfortable  and 

j  suitable  place  of  worship. 

Hut  these  satisfactory  outward  conditions  did  not 

I  sullice  to  ward  oft*  from  the  church,  within  a  abort 
time,  great  perplexity  and  fiuauciul  embarrassment. 
This  came  from  many  trying  causes,  as  well  as  from 
the  universal  depression  of  all  business  (succeeding 
the  panic  of  1873),  and  especially  of  the  manufactur- 
ing interest,  upon  which  in  Fall  River  everything  de- 
pends. 

The  sun  of  prosperity  had  shone  for  many  years 
upon  this  Christian  enterprise,  but  now  the  clouds  of 
adversity  darkened  its  sky,  and  with  the  incubus  of  a 
heavy  debt,  resulting  from  inability  to  dispose  of  its 
old  lot  and  building  as  had  been  contemplated,  and 
the  removal  by  death  of  some  who  had  beeu  its  strong 
supporters,  it  was  greatly  tried.  It  had  missed  for 
several  years  the  counsel  and  presence  of  one  of  ita 
most  honored  and  most  devoted  members,  Col.  Rich- 
ard Donlen.  With  wise  judgment  and  generous  heart, 
he  had  stood  by  the  church  through  every  vicissitude, 
and  with  longing  desire  hud  hoped  to  see  the  extension 

I  and  enlarged  usefulness  which  he  felt  would  come  to 
the  church  through  this  new  temple  to  Qod's  honor, 

!  but  he  did  not  live  till  its  completion. 

After  struggling  with  a  debt  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  four  years,  a  strenuous  aud 

!  successful  etfort  was  made  on  Sunday,  Feb.  1, 1880,  to 
raise  the  debt.  More  than  seventy  thousand  dollars 
were  rsiscd  by  that  day's  efforts,  and  this  with  subse- 
quent donations,  added  to  property  already  held  by 
the  church,  canceled  the  obligation.    The  people 
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were  greatly  indebted  in  this  work  to  the  interest  and 
'influence  of  Hev.  Dr.  Alexander  McKenzie,  of  Cam- 
bridge, Mum.,  who  had  been  a  friend  and  helper  of 
the  rhurch  for  several  years,  and  who  was  rewarded 
by  the  grateful  affection  of  all  the  people. 

The  pastor,  too,  gate  himself  untiringly  to  this  work 
for  months  previous  to  the  happy  crisis,  and  by  his 
unwearied  and  judicious  effort*  secured  large  aid  and 
sympathy  from  a  few  generous-hearted  Christian  men 
in  Boston  and  other  places.  This  strain,  added  to  all 
the  cares  and  duties  of  so  large  a  parish,  resulted  in 
injury  to  Mr.  Biimham's  health,  and  although  he 
continued  for  two  years  longer  to  work  with  great 
zeal  and  efficiency,  he  became  convinced  that  it 
would  be  better  for  him  to  leave  the  Central  Church 
and  enter  another  field  of  labor.  With  great  reluc- 
tance ho  was  dismissed  in  the  summer  of  1882,  and 
in  October  of  that  year  was  settled  over  the  Immanuel 
Congregational  Church  at  Boston  Highlands,  Mass. 

Almost  immediately  after  Mr.  Burnham's  dismis- 
sion the  church  and  society  united  in  giving  a  call  to 
Rev.  Ehlridge  Mix,  D.D.,  who  had  for  some  years 
previous  ministered  to  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Orange,  N.  J.  Dr.  Mix  was  installed  Wednesday 
evening,  Sept.  27,  1882.  The  sermon  was  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Alexander  McKenzie,  and  the  other  services  were 
conducted  by  Rev.  Sniuuel  Q,  Willard,  of  Colchester, 
Conn.;  Rev.  Michael  Burnham,  Boaton  Highlands; 
Rev.  William  W.  Adams,  D.D.,  Fall  River,  and  Rev. 
A.  J.  F.  Behrends,  Providence,  R.  I.  The  present 
membership  of  the  church  is  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine. 

The  Third  Congregational  Church  was  organized 
in  1874,  with  Rev.  Leander  S.  Coan  as  pastor,  who 
remained  until  1875,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  the 
present  pastor,  Rev.  Calvin  Keyser.  The  church 
edifice  was  erected  in  1874,  and  is  located  on  Havover 
Street,  corner  of  Maple. 

Fir»t  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.'— The  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  Fall  River  cannot  boast  of 
a  very  early  origin.  Somerset,  a  few  miles  distant, 
had  been  favored  with  Methodist  preaching  for  about 
twenty  years  provioua  to  any  account  of  regular 
preaching  by  Methodist  ministers  in  this  place.  In 
the  year  1824,  Rev.  Ebenezer  Blake,  then  stationed  at 
Somerset,  now  South  Somerset,  held  meetings  in  this 
place,  then  a  considerable  village  called  Troy,  and  for 
a  time,  according  to  an  old  record, "  preached  lectures" 
once  in  two  weeks.  He  was  succeeded  at  Somerset 
in  June,  1825,  by  Rev.  Herman  Terry,  who  continued 
to  prench  or  "  lecture"  in  the  village,  and  during 
the  year  formed  a  class  of  about  twelve  members. 
Of  this  first  class  John  Anthony,  afterwards  a  local 
preacher  of  the  Bank  Street  Church,  then  a  young 
man,  was  appointed  leader.  Luther  Chace  and  wife, 
Constant  B.  Wyatt,  Elouisa  Chase,  who  afterwards 
married  a  Mr.  Pierce,  Rebecca  Lindsey,  now  TUHng- 
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hast,  Nancy  Cory,  afterwards  the  wife  of  Rev.  Daniel 
Webb,  and  Betaey  L.  Douglas  were  members.  In  June, 
1820,  Revs.  Charles  Virgin  and  Nathan  B.  Spaulding 
were  appointed  to  Somerset,  one  of  whom  preached  in 
this  place  once  In  two  weeks. 

About  the  commencement  of  the  year  1827  fruits  of 
their  labors  began  to  appear.  A  gracious  revival  com- 
menced, and  Mr.  Spaulding  confined  his  labors  entirely 
to  this  place  the  remainder  of  the  Conference  year.  A 
school-house,  standing  on  the  corner  of  Anawan  and 
South  Main  Strecte,  was  their  place  of  worship.  How 
many  were  added  to  this  number  we  have  no  means 
of  knowing.  There  is  a  single  record  of  the  ordinance 
of  baptism  administered  to  nine  persons,  April  1, 1827, 
by  Mr.  Virgin.  At  the  Conference  in  the  following 
June,  Rev.  E.  T.  Taylor,  afterwards  universally  known 
as  "  Father"Taylor,  and  justly  celebrated  for  his  labors 
in  behalf  of  seamen,  was  appointed  to  Fall  River,  he 
being  the  first  minister  sent  to  the  place  by  the  Con- 
ference. The  appointment  appears  on  the  minutes  in 
connection  with  Little  Compton,  and  Amos  Binney 
was  his  colleague.  They  were,  however,  virtually 
distinct  charges.  A  new  church  edifice  was  immedi- 
ately commenced,  which  was  completed  and  dedicated 
December  26th  of  the  same  year.  It  was  a  modest, 
unpretending  structure,  without  spire  or  bell,  and  sit- 
uated a  little  off*  from  what  is  now  Central  Street. 
When  the  house  was  nenrly  completed  a  gentleman 
asked  Mr.  Taylor  where  they  intended  to  put  the  hr  1 1. 
With  a  significant  turn  of  the  head  he  promptly  re- 
plied, "  In  the  pulpit,  sir."  The  pulpit  bell  had  the 
right  ring.  Its  tone  was  loud,  clear,  inviting.  It  gave 
no  uncertain  sound.  The  people  flocked  to  hear  it 
and  were  charmed. 

The  minutes  of  the  next  Conference,  held  in  June, 
1828,  report  for  Fall  River  and  Little  Compton  one 
hundred  and  ninety  in  connection.  Mr.  Taylor  was 
reappointed  to  this  place  at  this  Conference,  but  in 
December  he  was  removed  to  the  Mariners'  Church, 
Boston,  in  which  sphere  he  labored  with  signal  suc- 
cess till  old  age  superannuated  him.  Rev.  E.  Blake, 
then  stationed  at  Easton  and  Stoughton,  and  others 
supplied  the  church  until  the  next  Conference.  At 
the  Conference  of  1829.  Mr.  Blake  was  appointed  to 
this  charge,  and  labored  with  good  success.  Two 
hundred  and  six  are  reported  in  connection  with  Fall 
River  and  Little  Compton  at  the  next  Conference. 
At  this  early  date  the  names  of  Iram  Smith  and  Wil- 
liam Mason,  of  Nehemiah  Rogers,  Edward  Mason, 
and  John  E.  Green  appear  on  the  records  as  class- 
leaders. 

Mr.  Blake  was  succeeded  in  June,  1880,  by  Rev. 
Daniel  Webb.  In  May,  1831,  Rev.  Ira  M.  Bidweli  was 
appointed  to  this  place,  and  remained  two  years. 
The  church  was  eminently  prosperous  during  his  ad- 
ministration, though  the  latter  year  was  one  of  severe 
trial  and  conflict.  As  a  result  of  their  united  efforts 
a  blessed  and  powerful  work  of  grace  was  wrought 
them,  extending  through  the  greater  portion 
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of  hia  term  of  service.  Meetings  were  held  nearly 
every  night  for  about  four  month* ;  more  than  a  hun- 
dred persona  professed  conversion,  and  about  seventy  - 
five  were  added  to  the  church.  Bat  in  the  midst  of 
this  prosperity  trials  came;  a  terrible  storm  swept 
over  the  church  in  this  vicinity,  which  for  a  time 
threatened  complete  destruction. 

The  famous  or  rother  infamous  Avery  and  Cornell 
affair  was  the  occasion  of  this  fiery  trial.  It  occurred 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1832.  Mr.  Avery  was 
then  stationed  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  but  as  Fall  River  was 
the  scene  of  the  tragedy,  it  was  here  that  the  storm  of 
excitement  raged  with  greatest  violence.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  correctly  estimate  the  state  of  public  feeling 
which  existed  at  that  time,  and  the  violent  prejudice 
and  opposition  against  the  Methodist  Church.  As  a 
consequence  the  church  suffered  severely.  Some 
withdrew  from  the  membership,  many  more  from  the 
congregation.  But  one  man  remained  a  regular 
member  of  the  congregation  who  was  not  a  member 
of  the  church.  That  man  was  Joshua  Remington, 
who  was  then  unconverted,  but  adhered  firmly  to  the 
church  with  his  wife,  who  was  a  faithful  member. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Bidwell'i  pastorate  Fall  River  I 
stands  alone  in  the  minutes  for  the  first  time,  with 
one  hundred  and  aixty  in  connection.  At  the  end  of 
Mr.  Bidwell'a  first  year  the  number  reported  for  Fall 
River  and  Little  Oompton  was  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-slx,  but  this  number  was  reduced  to  the  above 
figures  by  the  Avery  and  Cornell  tragedy.  In  June, 
1833,  Rev.  Squire  B.  Haskell  was  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Bidwell,  and  remained  two  years.  The 
membership  was  reported  to  be  one  hundred  and 
seventy-four  at  its  close. 

At  the  Conference  in  1835,  Rev.  Mark  Staple  was 
appointed  to  this  station.  The  church  had  not  even 
then  recovered  from  the  severe  shock  received  from 
the  Avery  tragedy.  A  powerful  revival  prevailed 
throughout  the  most  of  this  year,  and  at  its  close  the 
number  reported  to  the  Conference  was  two  hundred 
and  sixty-three.  Mr.  Staple  was  reappointed  in 
1836,  and  continued  until  January,  1837,  when  his 
health  failed,  and  he  waa  obliged  to  resign,  and  was 
succeeded  in  February  by  Rev.  Jesse  Fillmore,  a  local 
preacher,  who  was  appointed  by  the  presiding  elder, 
Rev.  D.  Webb,  to  supply  the  church  until  the  ensuing 
Conference.  He  is  credited  with  having  put  the 
records  of  the  church  into  a  somewhat  systematic 
and  preservable  form.  Rev.  Jesse  Fillmore  was  suc- 
ceeded in  June,  1887,  by  Rev.  Hector  Bronson,  who 
served  the  church  for  one  year  only.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  labors  of  Mr.  Dronaon,  the  church  was  in  a 
languishing  and  declining  state  the  whole  year.  In 
June,  1838,  Rev.  Phiness  Crandall  was  appointed  to 
this  atation. 

Mr.  Crandall  labored  in  the  place  two  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  church  was  blessed,  in  common 
with  other  chu relies  in  the  village,  with  revival  influ- 
ences.  During  the  year  about  one  hundred  were  re 


ceived  into  the  church  by  profession  of  faith  and 
certificate.  Under  his  administration  an  attempt  was 
made  to  secure  a  more  suitable  place  of  .worship, 
which  was  successful.  The  debt  on  the  old  house  waa 
paid,  the  house  sold,  and  a  new  and  belter  one  built, 
in  a  more  central  and  eligible  part  of  the  town,  near 
the  corner  of  South  Main  and  Anawan  .Streets,  where 
the  present  church  stands.  This  house  was  dedicated 
to  the  worship  of  God  by  Rev.  Orange  Scott,  Feb.  20, 
1840.  At  the  end  of  Mr.  Crandall's  administration 
the  church  was  in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  with 
a  membership  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  souls; 
the  congregation  was  larger  and  the  prospect  for  the 
future  brighter  than  ever  before.  In  July,  1840,  he 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Isaac  Bonney.  In  June.  1842, 
Mr.  Bonney  was  followed  by  Rev.  Thomas  Kly.  Dur- 
ing  his  second  year  the  "  great  fire"  occurred,  and  the 
church  edifice  was  burned  to  the  ground.  This  was 
July  2,  1843.  The  bright  hopes  and  cheering  prist- 
pects  of  the  church  seemed  all  blasted  in  one  brief 
hour.  Not  only  was  their  place  of  worship  destroyed, 
but  many  of  the  members  were  deprived  of  a  part  or 
all  of  their  property,  which  rendered  the  condition  of 
the  society  still  more  distressing  and  gloomy. 

But  the  Lord  did  not  forsake  his  people.  Although 
"  cast  down'Mhey  were  not  utterly  "destroyed."  The 
First  Congregational  Church  kindly  invited  the 
church  to  worship  with  them,  which  they  did  for  sev- 
eral Sabbaths,  when  A.  L.  Westgate  and  William 
Bordeu  having  erected  their  furniture  warehouse, 
which  had  bceii  destroyed  by  the  fire,  opened  an 
upper  room  in  the  same  to  accommodate  the  society 
for  the  time  being.  The  society  now  began  to  con- 
template rebuilding  their  church.  Mr.  Ely  left  home 
and  traveled  extensively  to  solicit  funds  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  church.  He  succeeded,  however,  in 
raising  but  about  seventeeu  hundred  dollars.  The 
building  was  soon  commenced,  being  much  larger, 
more  commodious,  and  better  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  the  society  than  the  former  one.  On  the  3d  of 
April,  1844,  it  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  tiud, 
Rev.  Charles  K.  True  preaching  the  dedicatory  ser- 
mon. 

In  July,  1844,  Rev.  George  F.  Poole  succeeded  to 
the  pastoral  charge  of  the  church.  In  184A  he  was 
followed  by  Rev.  James  D.  Butler.  He  remained 
two  years,  which  were  years  of  great  spiritual  pros- 
perity, so  that  at  the  termination  of  his  miuistry  the 
church  numbered  three  hundred  and  eighty-one 
members.  In  April,  1847,  Mr.  Butler  waa  succeeded 
by  Rev.  David  Patten,  now  deceased.  Rev.  Daniel 
Wise  was  the  next  pastor  of  the  church,  being  ap- 
pointed to  the  charge  in  April,  1849.  During  the 
whiter  of  his  first  year  that  eminent  evangelist,  Rev. 
James  Caughey,  labored  with  the  church  fur  about 
three  months.  More  than  two  hundred  professed 
conversion  as  the  result  of  their  united  efforts. 

The  congregation  had  now  become  so  large  that 
persons  wishiug  to  hire  seats  could  not  be  accommo- 
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tinted.  Tim  question  of  division  was  agitated,  and 
it  was  finally  decided  to  establish  a  second  congrega- 
tion, and  ask  Conference  to  send  them  two  preachers. 
Accordingly  Mr.  Wise  was  returned,  and  Rev.  Elijah 
T.  Fletcher  was  appointed  with  him.  The  result  was 
a  second  church,  now  known  as  the  Rank  Street 
Church.  At  the  next  Conference  in  1860,  Rev. 
Frederick  Uphnni  was  appointed  to  the  First  Church, 
and  Rev.  Ralph  W.  Allen  to  the  Second,  or  Bank 
Street  Church.  The  latter  enterprise  was  immedi- 
ately successful,  and  to-day  both  churches  number 
about  four  hundred  members  each. 

Rev.  Elisha  B.  Bradford  succeeded  Mr.  Upham  in 
April,  1853.  An  organ  costing  sixteen  hundred  dol- 
lars was  placed  in  the  church  this  year.  In  1865, 
Rev.  John  Howson,  still  living,  was  made  pastor,  and 
continued  its  minister  for  two  years.  In  1867,  Rev. 
Thomas  Ely  was  appointed  to  this  church  for  the 
second  time. 

During  the  winter  of  1857-68  this  church  shared 
in  the  gracious  visitation  then  enjoyed  by  most  of  the 
churches  in  the  land.  The  church  edifice  was  inter- 
nally improved  and  beautified  at  an  expense  of  six- 
teen hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Ely  was  followed  in  1869  by  Rev.  Andrew 
McKeowu,  who  commenced  his  ministry  nnder  favor- 
able auspices,  and  wns  eminently  successful  in  every 
department  of  church  work.  He  reported  at  the 
close  of  his  pastorate  two  hundred  and  forty  mem- 
bers and  twelve  probationers.  In  1861,  Rev.  Charles 
II.  Payne  became  the  pastor  of  the  church.  Mr. 
Tnyne  is  now  president  of  one  of  the  largest  Meth- 
odist universities  in  the  West.  While  here  Mr. 
l'ayne  gained  the  enviable  reputation  of  being  an 
able,  popular,  and  successful  minister  of  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

His  successor  in  1863  was  Rev.  Henry  Baylies. 
During  this  year  a  commodious  and  comfortable  par- 
sonage was  purchased  on  South  Main  Street  at  an 
expense  of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars.  In  the  spring  of  1864  Mr.  Baylies  returned 
to  this  charge.  Mr.  Baylies'  health  failing,  he  yielded 
to  the  conviction  that  he  could  be  more  useful  else- 
where, and  so  sought  and  obtained  a  transfer  to  the 
"Upper  Iowa  Conference."  The  Rev.  Joseph  H. 
James,  then  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Conference, 
supplied  the  pulpit  for  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
being  engaged  for  the  work  by  Rev.  Paul  Townsend, 
then  presiding  elder  of  the  district.  In  March,  1867, 
J.  D.  King  was  pastor.  In  March,  1870,  Rev.  A.  A. 
Wright  followed  Mr.  King;  in  1873,8.  L.  Qracey; 
1874,  Rev.  Ensign  McChesney ;  in  1877,  Rev.  Watson 
L.  Phillips ;  in  1879,  Rev.  William  T.  North ;  and 
1882,  Rev.  Warren  A.  Luce,  the  present  pastor.  These 
all  have  been  years  of  more  or  less  prosperity.  During 
the  administration  of  Rev.  A.  A.  Wright,  the  old  par- 
sonage on  South  Main  was  sold,  and  a  new  one  built 
on  Ridge  Street 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  church  has  always  been  a 


revival  church,  and  that  for  the  first  twenty  years  of 
its  history  its  aucceas  as  an  evangelising  agent  was 
simply  wonderful. 

Without  making  any  invidioua  comparisons,  it  may 
be  safely  and  truthfully  aaid  that  but  few  churches, 
if  indeed  any  in  the  Conference,  have  gathered  into 
their  communion  more  converts  to  the  truth  during 
the  same  period  of  time.  It  is  impossible  to  give 
tho  precise  number,  but  from  the  data  we  have  it  is 
probable  that  at  least  two  thousand  persons  have 
professed  faith  in  Christ  in  this  church  during  the 
lost  fifty  years.  The  church  edifice  was  raised,  stores 
built  in  front  on  Main  Street,  and  many  other  neces- 
sary repairs  made  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J.  D. 
King.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  his  praise  for  the 
time  and  energy  he  put  into  this  work. 1 

Foremost  of  those  who  have  gone  up  from  this 
Bethel  below  to  the  grander  Bethel  above  stand  those 
sainted  men,  Edward  Mason,  James  Waring,  Wil- 
liam Henry,  Ashley  8aunders,  John  Livesey,  and 
Luther  Chace,  and  nameless  others  not  less  worthy 
who  have  washed  their  robes  to  spotless  purity  in 
Christ's  own  cleansing  blood. 

"One*  lh»jr  wm  nxrarnm  h«r»  below, 
And  poured  oot  crtt»  »nd  twin; 
Ttiry  wreotlad  hunt,  »»  wo  do  now, 
WIUi  .In.  tad  doabto  u.  foars." 

Many  were  tho  conflicts  they  waged  in  the  main- 
tenance of  this  church,  many  were  the  difficulties 
encountered,  ninny  the  sacrifices  made.  There  is  still 
remaining  a  noble,  heroic  band  of  men  and  women ; 
may  their  victories  be  as  many  as  their  fathers'  were, 
and  then  "  a  saint's  rest"  for  each  and  every  one. 

May  the  future  history  of  this  branch  of  Ood's  peo- 
ple be  still  more  glorious  than  the  past. 

St  Paul's  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  or- 
ganized in  1861,  and  their  church  edifice  was  erected 
in  the  following  year.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev. 
Ralph  W.  Allen,  who  wns  followed  in  1853  by  Rev. 
John  Hobart    His  successors  have  been  as  follows  : 

M.  J.  Talbot,  1866;  Samuel  C.  Brown,  1867;  J.  B. 
Gould,  1869;  J.  A.  M.  Chapman,  1861;  Samuel  C. 
Brown,  1863 ;  Alfred  A.  Wright,  1866 ;  George  Bowler, 
1866;  Francis  J.  Wagner,  1868;  Emorv  J,  llaynes, 
1870;  George  E.  Reed,  1872;  George  W.  Woodruff 

D.  D.,  1876-76 ;  Richard  H.  Rust,  1877-79 ;  Charles  W. 
Gallagher,  1880-81 ;  Edward  M.  Taylor,  1882-83. 

The  present  officers  arc  aa  follows : 

Trtutee*. — William  Mason,  I  ram  Smith,  Robert  C. 
Brown,  Caleb  8.  Chace,  Lafayette  Nichols,  Charles  E. 
Case,  Robert  Henry,  J.  E.  McCreery,  William  S. 
Greene;  J.  IJ.  McCreery,  clerk ;  R.  C.  Brown,  treas- 
urer. 

Strxcardn. — Robert  C.  Brown,  John  Reed,  Charles 

E.  Case,  John  G.  Sargent,  J.  E.  McCreery,  Samnel 
Allen,  Abram  F.  Shove,  Henry  W.  Davis,  M.  V.  B. 
Benson ;  A.  F.  Shove,  recording  steward  aud  treas- 
urer. 

Brayton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  located  at 
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Globe  village,  was  organized  in  1854,  with  Rev.  A. 
H.  Wortbington  aa  pastor.  Mr.  Worthington  remained 
one  year,  and  wai  succeeded  by  Rev.  C.  A.  Merrill, 
who  officiated  until  1808,  HI*  successors  have  been 
aa  follows:  A.  U.  Swinerton,  1859;  Elihu  Grant, 
1861 ;.  William  P.  Hyde,  1869;  George  H.  Lamson, 
1871 ;  Charles  8.  Mom,  1873;  E.  A.  Lyon,  1875-76; 
Samuel  McKeown,  1877-78;  Rev.  E.  Grant,  1879-80 
(aupply);  William  B.  Heath,  1881,  present  incum- 
bent. 

The  church  edifice  belonging  to  this  society  was 
erected  in  1850  by  Christ's  Church,  which  existed 
four  years,  when  it  was  disbanded  and  their  house  of 
worship  sold  to  this  church  in  1854. 

The  North  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  located 
at  Steep  Brook,  was  organized  in  1859.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  Philip  Crandon,  who  filled  the  pulpit 
until  1863.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  George  H. 
Manchester  in  1863;  John  Gifibrd,  1865;  John  Q. 
Adams,  1867 ;  J.  G.  Gammons,  1869  ;  Philip  Crandon, 
1871 ;  R.  W.  C.  Farnsworth,  1873.  Tho  present  pastor 
is  Rev.  Dr.  Church. 

Quarry  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
organized  in  1870,  and  their  church  edifice  on  Quarry 
8treet  was  erected  the  same  year.  Tho  pastors  of  this 
church  have  been  Revs.  Samuel  M.  Beal,  Richard 
Porcy,  E.  D.  Hull.H.  H.  Martin,  and  J.  H.  Nutting, 
the  present  incumbent. 

Maple  Street  Methodist  Church  was  organized 
in  1881,  Rev.  Isaac  Emery  pastor. 

The  Primitive  Methodist  Church  is  located  on 
the  Eight  Rod  Way.  It  was  erected  in  1874.  Pastor, 
Rev.  Ralph  Fothergill. 

North  Main  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church' 
was  organized  in  1875,  and  was  located  on  Terry 
Street..  Rev.  William  B.  Heath  was  first  pastor,  and 
remained  from  April,  1875,  until  1878,  when  ho  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  John  F.  Sheffield,  who  was  appointed 
in  April,  1878.  The  same  year  the  church  was  re- 
moved to  its  present  location,  North  Main  Street. 
John  F.  Sheffield  remained  one  year  only.  Rev. 
Eben  Terrill  was  next  appointed  April,  1879;  he  re- 
mained three  years  until  April,  1882,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  E.  F.  Smith,  the  present  pastor. 

First  Baptist  Church.*— The  earliest  record  extant 
in  relation  to  this  church  is  under  date  of  May  15, 
1781,  as  follows: 

" ftbrwrr  tb«  Itlb  J.;  IftL 
lino  nl  btebllshtd  lh»  tod  baptte  chartii  of  Chrhu  In  Freetown,  la 
fslkiwabl;  wllb  EUUr  Tb<Mu[*on'i  »»d  KUrr  I.uUn  ClmrcbM." 

It  is  supposed  that  the  organization  of  the  church 
was  in  the  house  of  one  Jonathan  Brownell,  that 
stood  on  what  is  now  North  Main  Street,  east  from 
the  house  of  worship  of  the  Third  Baptist  Church. 
There  were  thirty  constituent  members  of  the  church, 
—sixteen  men  and  fourteen  women,— whose  names 


by  Mr.  J.  E  Dawlrjr, 

r.b.  io,  itsi. 


may  be  found  in  a  church  manual.  On  the  22d  of 
May,  1783,  was  the  ordination  of  the  first  pastor, 
Elder  Amos  Burrows.  The  ordination  service  was 
conducted  by  Elders  Thompson,  of  Swansea,  Bur- 
rows, of  Tiverton,  and  Goff,  of  Dighton,  in  the  house 
of  Samuel  Warren.  After  an  unfortunate  pastorate 
of  one  year,  Mr.  Burrows  removed  to  Vermont.  It 
seems  that  a  regular  church-meeting  was  held  on  the 
second  seventh  day  in  each  month,  that  "George 
Crocker  was  appointed  to  keep  the  church-book,"  and 
that  those  meetings  were  considered  as  important  as 
preaching  services,  since  it  was  "  voted  that  our 
stated  meetings  should  not  be  set  aside,  notwithstand- 
ing a  minister  should  be  preseut  at  any  such  i 
ing." 

Five  years  after  Mr.  Burrows  left,  the  < 
two  of  their  own  useful  and  promising  young  men 
"  to  improve  their  gifts  in  public  and  to  attend  meet- 
ings where  they  shall  be  requested,"  and  three  years 
later  appears  an  arrangement  for  more  regular  public 
worship.  It  was  voted  that  one  of  those  brethreu, 
who  from  his  eighteenth  year  had  been  blind,  "should 
improve  one-half  of  the  Lord's  day,  that  Brother 
Nathaniel  Boomer  read  the  psalm,  aud  that  Matthew 
Boomer  take  the  lead  of  the  singing."  After  three 
years'  more  proof  of  their  real  worth,  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  May,  1795,  occurred  the  double  ordina- 
tion of  those  two  young  men,  James  Boomer  aud  Job 
Borden.  The  ministers  participating  in  the  ordinatiou 
service  were  Elders  Thompson,  Burrows,  Hathaway, 
and  Baker.  During  the  same  month  the  church  in- 
vited Joseph  Stillwell  and  Nathaniel  Boomer  "to  act 
as  deacons  till  some  should  be  chosen."  Four  years 
later,  in  1799,  the  church  joined  the  Warrcu  Associa- 
tion. 

For  about  eight  years  the  two  pastors  labored  faith- 
fully together,  when  a  threatening  cloud  is  indicated 
by  this  record  of  Dec.  9,  1803 :  "  This  day  is  a  trying 
scene  to  us,  both  our  eiders  think  of  leaving  us;  may 
the  God  of  heaven  protect  us."  And  God  did  protect 
them,  for  while  Elder  Boomer  asked  lor  his  dismis- 
sion to  go  to  Charlton,  where  he  died  Feb.  24,  1837. 
Elder  Job  Borden  remained  the  honored  pastor  of 
the  church. 

On  June  13,  1789,  was  a  meeting  of  a  con 
"concerning  the  meeting  house."  That  first 
ing-house,  at  the  Narrows,  must  have  been  opened  for 
worship  about  the  year  1800,  when  the  church,  which 
for  some  time  had  been  known  as  "The  Church  iu 
Freetown,  Dartmouth,  and  Tiverton,"  by  a 
change  of  name  came  to  be  called  "The  I 
tist  Church  in  Tiverton." 

"The  church  in  Tiverton,  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
Elders  James  Boomer  and  Job  Borden,"  invited  a 
council  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Gamaliel  Warren,  Oct. 
30, 1799,  when  there  was  the  triple  ordination  of  James 
Reed  as  an  itinerant  preacher,  and  Nathaniel  Boomer 
ami  Joseph  Stillwell  as  deacons.  Two  years  later— 
Nov.  18,  1802-is  found  in  the  records  this  first  allu- 
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sion  to  Iho  new  meeting-house:  "Chose  George 
Crocker  to  have  the  care  of  the  meeting-house." 
Plainly,  then,  worship  commenced  in  that  house  be- 
tween 1799  and  1802. 

There  are  but  brief  records  of  the  church  for  the 
next  twenty-five  yearn ;  this  single  item  giving  a 
glimpse  of  the  public  worship:  "8cpt.  2, 1813,  chose 
John  Davol  to  read  the  him,  etc.,  in  publick." 

During  the  two  years  1827-29,  Rev.  Arthur  Ross 
acted  as  colleague  pastor,  receiving  a  part  of  his  sup- 
port for  services  as  school-teacher.  Those  two  years  are 
memorable  for  the  first  great  revival  in  the  history  of 
the  church,  in  which  more  than  ninety  were  added  to 
its  membership ;  for  the  third  change  of  the  name  of 
the  church,  when  it  became  "The  First  Baptist  Church 
ofTroy;"  forthebuildingofthe second  meeting-house; 
and  the  organisation  of  *'  The  Baptist  Female  Charita- 
ble Society,"  one  of  whose  first  enterprises  was  "  to 
procure  the  trimmings  and  dress  the  meeting-house." 

Mr.  Boss  was  born  in  Thompson,  Conn.,  1791 ;  or- 
dained in  1819.  He  published  several  valuable  his- 
torical pamphlets,  and  during  his  ministry  baptised 
more  than  fourteen  hundred  persons. 

The  new  meeting-house  referred  to  was  the  one  on 
South  Main  Street,  afterwards  sold  to  the  Episcopal 
Church.    It  was  dedicated  July  30,  1828. 

In  connection  with  the  new  village  meeting-house, 
appeared  an  evident  tendency  towards  fashion.  It  waa 
voted  to  purchase  candlesticks  for  the  evening  meet- 
ings, the  Association  was  invited,  and  N.  White,  R. 
Wrigbtingtnn,  and  William  Ashley  were  appointed  to 
"teat  the  house;"  and  Deacon  French,  A.  Hall,  and 
P.  Smith  were  chosen  to  take  charge  of  the  bass  viol. 
It  is  possible  that  the  violins  were  in  such  demand 
elsewhere  that  three  church  officers  could  not  exercise 
exclusive  control  of  them.  Fortunately,  perhaps,  there 
followed  some  checks  to  undue  vanity,  for  it  was  voted 
"to  withdraw  fellowship  from  Israel  C.  Durfeo  for 
his  remarks  respecting  building  our  meeting-house,  in 
which  he  manifested  a  covetous  disposition,  and  for 
his  unrichout  remark  in  relation  to  our  young  deacons, 
French  and  Davol." 

Elder  Seth  Ewer  was  obtained  to  supply  the  pulpit 
for  the  year  1829. 

Rev.  Bradly  Miner  was  next  called  to  the  pulpit. 
He  was  born  in  North  Stonington,  Conn.,  July  18, 
1808.  He  successfully  filled  the  office  of  pastor  for 
about  three  years.  About  the  time  that  Mr.  Miner 
left  the  venerable  senior  pastor  passed  from  earth. 

Rev.  Asa  Bronson  bocame  pastor  April  4,  1833. 
About  that  time  revised  articles  of  faith  were  adopted, 
ami  Abiathar  Hall  and  Stephen  L.  French  were  elected 
deacons.  In  1835  the  modest  littlo  Meh-8hway-ee 
Society  appeared  like  an  obscure  fountain,  whose 
broadening  stream  of  pure,  life-giving  waters  has 
steadily  been  flowing  on  for  forty-five  years. 

In  1834  the  nam©  of  the  town  was  changed  from 
Troy  to  Fall  River,  when  there  must  be  the  fourth 
change  in  the  name  of  the  church,  and  in  1836  the 


"  Female  Charitable  Society  of  Troy"  adopted  m  new 
constitution,  by  which  the  name  became  "The  Fall 
River  Baptist  Female  Benevolent  Society."  In  the 
same  year  the  church  became  one  of  the  constituent 
members  of  the  Taunton  Baptist  Association. 

The  first  covenant  meeting  was  held  in  the  vestry 
of  the  new  house  of  worship,  called  the  Temple,  July 
1, 1840,  and  that  house  was  dedicated  September  16th 
of  that  year.  Somo  years  before  the  church  had  re- 
corded this  resolution :  "That  we  most  earnestly  and 
affectionately  invite  all  the  members  of  the  church 
who  are  not  now  members  of  the  Temperance  Society 
immediately  to  become  members,  and  throw  all  their 
influence  In  favor  of  Christian  sobriety."  Then  fol- 
lowed the  great  anti-slavery  struggle,  in  which  this 
church  took  a  foremost  and  unequivocal  position. 
During  the  earnest  discussions  of  the  decade  from 
1840  to  1850,  the  bold  pastor,  deacons,  and  members 
introduced,  defended,  and  had  recorded,  as  the  adopted 
sentiments  of  the  church,  such  declarations  aa  these: 
"Slavery  is  one  of  the  grossest  sins  against  God  and 
violations  of  the  rights  of  man  that  can  be  committed." 
"  No  circumstances  justify  holding  slavea."  "  Thia 
church,  aa  an  independent  body,  feels  bound  to  bear 
its  unequivocal  testimony  against  the  abominable  sin 
of  slavery."  "  We  will  not  invite  or  allow  a  slave- 
holding  minister  to  occupy  the  pulpit,  or  invite  or 
allow  a  slaveholder  to  commune  with  us  aa  a  church." 

The  church  waa  blessed  with  two  remarkable  re- 
vivals, and  during  the  eleven  years  of  Mr.  Bronaon'a 
pastorate  seven  hundred  and  nine  were  added  to  the 
church.  He  was  afterwards  pastor  at  Albany  for  two 
years,  when  he  returned  and  became  pastor  of  the 
Becond  Baptist  Church  in  this  city,  and  died  Nov.  29, 
1866,  aged  aixty-eight  years.  Ho  was  succeeded  in 
this  church  by  Rev.  V.  R.  Hotcbkias,  who  became 
pastor  Dec  4, 1845. 

The  house  called  the  "Temple"  was  conveyed  to 
the  Second  Church  in  October,  1847,  from  which 
time  this  church  worshiped  in  Union  Hall  till  the 
first  Sunday  in  1850,  when,  Rev.  A.  P.  Mason  having 
become  pastor,  the  church  entered  the  vestry  of  the 
new  house  on  North  Main  Street,  which  completed 
house  was  dedicated  October  23d. 

Mr.  Mason  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Samson 
Mason  who  was  an  officer  in  Cromwell's  army.  He 
came  to  America  in  1650,  aud  settled  in  Dorchester; 
then  removed  to  Rehoboth,  and  afterwards,  "  for  con- 
science' sake,"  to  Swansea,  where  he  aaaisted  to  build 
the  Baptist  meeting-house,  for  which  he  was  sum- 
moned before  the  authorities  of  Plymouth  Colony, 
fined  fifteen  shillings,  and  warned  to  leave  the  juris- 
diction of  the  colony.  From  that  true  Baptist  stock 
descended  our  Pastor  Mason,  during  whose  faithful 
ministry  of  three  years  waa  an  interesting  revival,  in 
which  fifty-nine  valuable  members  were  added  to  the 
church.  He  was  afterwards  pastor  in  Chelsea,  and 
for  several  years  has  been  district  secretary  of  the 
American  Baptist  Home  Missionary  Society. 
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The  next  pastor,  Rev.  Jacob  R.  Scott,  could  be 
retained  here  for  only  the  year  1853.  After  hi*  resig- 
nation, Rev,  Jonathan  Aldrich  successfully  supplied 
the  pulpit  for  nearly  a  year,  when  Daniel  J.  Glacier 
was  elected  pastor.  Before  taking  the  place  for  which 
he  seemed  so  peculiarly  fitted  he  suddenly  died,  March 
9,  I860.  Rev.  P.  B.  Haugh  wout  became  paator  in  1856. 
In  1860  he  went  to  Europe,  remaining  seven  months, 
during  which  time  the  church  ordained  and  had  for 
acceptable  supply  Rev.  A.  Judsou  Padelford.  Pastor 
Uaughwout  gave  to  this  church  fifteen  years  of  his 
most  vigorous  life,  during  which  was  his  enthusiastic 
share  in  the  great  struggle  against  rebellion,  and  the 
addition  of  more  than  two  hundred  to  the  church, 
when  failing  health  made  retirement  essential.  He 
died  April  26,  1877,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his 
tge. 

In  1871,  Daniel  C.  Eddy,  D.D.,  became  pastor. 
The  house  of  worship  was  extensively  remodeled  and 
enlarged.  The  former  pastors,  Drs.  Hotchkiss  and 
Mason,  with  other  clergymen  of  the  city,  took  part 
in  the  interesting  rededication  services,  Sept.  3, 1872. 
After  a  rich  revival,  in  which  more  than  sixty  were 
added  to  the  church,  Dr.  Eddy  closed  a  two  years' 
pastorate,  and  waa  succeeded  in  1874  by  Rev.  A.  K. 
P.  Small,  who  remained  until  1883. 

The  deacons  have  been  as  follows:  Deacons  Still- 
well,  Boomer,  Enoch  French,  John  Davol,  Philip 
Smith,  John  E,  Carr,  Benjamin  Buflington,  Abiathar 
Hall,  Stephen  L.  French,  8eth  Pooler,  Jesse  F.  Eddy, 
Joseph  L.  Bufflngton,  Edward  Warren,  Henry  Rich- 
ards, George  S.  Davol,  and  Henry  S.  BufBngton. 

The  Second  Baptist  Church.— For  seven  years 
previous  to  the  year  1846  the  question  had  been  agi- 
tated among  the  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
whether  the  best  interests  of  the  cause  of  Christ,  the 
salvation  of  souls,  and  the  glory  of  Qod  did  not  re- 
quire the  organisation  of  another  Baptist  Church  in 
Fall  River.  No  decisive  action  wus  taken  until  the 
month  of  April  of  that  year,  when  a  number  of  breth- 
ren who  felt  that  the  time  had  fully  come  when  a 
new  interest  should  be  commenced  requested  the 
pastor  and  deacons  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  to 
entertain  the  question,  and  if  they  thought  proper 
call  a  special  church  meeting,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  those  who  were  disposed  to  embark  in  this 
enterprise  could  do  so  with  the  approbation  of  the 
whole  church,  and  under  the  influence  of  mutually 
kind  feelings. 

Thi»  request  was  cordially  received,  and  in  pursu- 
ance a  very  full  meeting  of  the  church  was  convened 
on  the  evening  of  April  21, 1816.  At  this  meeting, 
no  objection  being  raised  to  the  formation  of  a  second 
Baptist  Church  in  this  place,  it  was  unanimously 
voted  to  give  their  approbation  to  the  project 

Having  thus  obtained  the  full  consent  of  the 
mother-church,  these  brethren  secured  the  use  of  the 
town  hall,  adopted  the  plan  of  free  seats  and  volun- 
tary contributions,  and  invited  the  Rev.  Asa  Branson, 


of  New  York,  their  former  pastor,  to  preach  the 
goape)  in  the  above-named  place.  Pursuant  to  this 
request  he  came  and  commenced  his  labors  on  the 
second  Sabbath  in  May  following.  Much  interest 
was  manifested,  a  large  congregation  gathered,  and 
unexpected  encouragement  realized. 

On  the  9th  of  Juue  one  hundred  and  forty-nine 
members  sought  and  obtained  letters  of  dismission 
from  the  First  Baptist  Church.  Of  these  members 
fifty  were  males  and  ninety-nine  females.  On  the 
18th  of  June  these,  with  several  other  brethren  from 
different  churches,  were,  by  mutual  and  voluntary 
consent,  formed  into  a  church  by  the  adoption  of 
articles  of  association  and  a  covenant  and  the  elec- 
tion of  the  proper  officers.  At  this  meeting  Rev. 
Asu  Branson  was  moderator,  and  John  C.  Milue  waa 
clerk. 

The  church  was  styled  the  Second  Baptist  Church 
of  Fall  River,  and  officers  elected  as  follows:  Rev. 
Aaa  Branson,  pastor;  Charles  Borden  and  Joseph 
Borden,  deacons ;  John  C.  Milne,  clerk  ;  Joseph  Bor- 
den, treasurer.  A  prudential  committee,  a  board  of 
Sunday-school  managers,  aud  a  committee  of  order 
were  also  uppointed. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  1846,  the  church  waa 
publicly  recognized  by  a  council  comptised  of  the 
pastors  and  delegates  from  several  of  the  sister 
churches  within  the  bounds  of  the  Tauuton  Baptist 
Association. 

The  church  immediately  entered  upon  a  season  of 
great  spiritual  prosperity.  The  vestry  of  the  Unita- 
rian Church  on  Second  StreeCwas  secured  in  addition 
to  the  towu  hall. 

The  church  having  completed  arrangements  for 
the  purchase  of  the  temple  in  which  they  uow  wor- 
ship, they  removed  thither  from  the  town  hall  the 
first  Sabbath  in  October,  1847,  the  First  Church  in 
the  mean  time  having  vacated  it. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  church  the 
"  Second  Baptist  Society"  was  incorporated  by  act 
of  the  Legislature. 

The  Sabbath -school  dates  its  origin  from  the  organ- 
ization of  the  church. 

The  church  has  had  six  pastors  during  iU  history, 
viz.,  Rev.  Asa  Brouson,  who  served  from  May,  1846, 
till  Sept.  13,  1857;  Rev.  Charles  A.  Snow,  from  Feb. 
26,  1868,  till  Oct.  20, 1864 ;  Rev.  John  Duncan,  D.D., 
from  Feb.  12,  1865,  till  Juue  9, 1870;  Rev.  Frank  R. 
Morse,  from  Nov.  5,  1871,  till  Feb.  23,  1873;  Rev. 
Henry  C.  Graves,  from  Oct.  4,  1874,  till  Feb.  22, 
1880;  Rev.  E  W.  Hunt,  from  Sept.  1,  1880,  to  De- 
cember, 1882. 

Two  of  the  above  pastors  were  ordained  by  coun- 
cils called  under  the  direction  of  the  church,  via., 
Rev.  Charles  A.  Snow,  July  7,  1858,  and  Rev.  E.  W. 
Hunt,  Sept.  21,  1880. 

Additions  to  the  board  of  deacons  were  made  Nov. 
6,  1853,  when  Joseph  M.  Davis  and  Charles  Coburn 
were  chosen.    Feb.  6,  1865,  William  S.  Robertson 
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was  elected.  April  12,  1R80,  Alexander  O.  Cook  wm 
also  chosen.  Joseph  M.  Davis  resigned  May  7, 
1881,  and  Burton  Crankshnw  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy  June  2,  1881. 

The  following  hrethren  have  been  elected  deacons, 
but  declined  serving,  viz.  :  Dan  forth  Horton,  Nov.  6, 
1853,  and  again  Feb.  5,  1865;  8ila»  Smith,  April  12, 
1880;  and  ChBrles  Long,  June  2,  1881. 

The  office  of  treasurer  has  been  filled  successively 
as  follows,  vis. :  Joseph  Borden,  from  June  18,  1846, 
till  April  1,  1851;  Benjamin  F.  Winslow,  from 
April  1,  1851,  till  July  3, 1855;  John  C.  Milne,  from 
July  3,  1855,  till  Oct.  5,  1857  :  Mason  Buffinton,  from 
Oct.  5,  1857,  till  April  20,  1858;  Joseph  Borden  was 
again  chosen  Juno  7,  1858,  and  continued  till  July 
12,  1800;  Garrett  Horton,  from  July  12,  1860,  till 
July,  1868,  when  the  present  treasurer,  Charles  Co- 
burn,  was  elected. 

The  office  of  clerk  was  filled  by  J.  C.  Milne  from 
the  organization  of  the  church  till  Oct.  4,  1858;  A. 
6.  Hart,  from  Oct.  4,  1853,  till  April  5,  1854;  and 
William  S.  Robertson,  the  present  clerk,  was  elected 
May  9,  1854. 

The  church  has  licensed  three  of  its  members  to 
preach  the  gospel,  viz.,  Rev.  John  J.  Bronson,  July 
3,  1855;  Rev.  Jacob  Furrhman,  April  8,  1872;  Rev. 
William  C.  Carr.Scpt  1,  1872.  All  of  these  are  now 
ordained  ministers. 

In  the  winter  of  1873  the  present  house  of  worship 
was  remodeled  and  refitted,  the  main  audience-room 
and  also  the  vestry  sharing  in  the  general  improve- 
ment. At  the  same  time  the  additions  to  the  front  of 
the  temple  were  made,  giving  the  present  spacious  en- 
trance to  the  audience-room  and  vestry. 

The  Third  Baptist  Church.1— The  Mechanica- 
ville  Baptist  Church  was  the  outgrowth  of  a  mission 
Sabhath -school  started  by  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
and  operated  under  their  direction  until  Oct.  0,  1871, 
when  a  church  was  organized  with  the  foregoing 
nnme,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Ambler  Edson. 
The  first  officers  were  D.  H.  Dyer,  Richard  Thack- 
ray,  deacons;  William  A.  Dunn,  clerk;  Silas  B. 
Hatch,  treasurer;  and  a  total  membership  of  twenty- 
eight. 

The  church  was  recognized  as  a  regular  Baptist 
Church  by  n  council  convened  in  due  form  April  10, 
1872.  The  pastorate  of  Rev.  A.  Edson  closed  April 
30,  1873.  During  the  following  summer  their  pulpit 
was  supplied  principally  by  Rev.  M.  C.  Thwing  and 
Rev.  J.  N.  Williams.  Rev.  F.  A.  Lockwood  became 
pastor  of  the  church  Nov.  16,  1873. 

The  church  was  reorganized  and  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts  March  25,  1874,  as  tho 
"  Third  Bnptist  Church  of  Fall  River."  The  pas- 
torate of  Rev.  F.  A.  I*>ckwood  closed  Oct.  81,  1875. 

From  the  close  of  Rev.  F.  A.  Lock  wood's  pastorate 
until  Sept.  20, 1878,  the  church  had  no  settled  pastor, 


'  Contriving  b,  V.  II.  Py.r. 


their  pulpit  being  supplied  by  students  from  Newton 
Theological  Seminary,  the  most  prominent  of  whom 
were  Rev.  M.  B.  Lanning  and  Rev.  George  L.  Mason. 
On  the  7th  day  of  July,  1876,  the  church  ordained 
Rev.  George  L.  Mason  to  the  gospel  ministry  while 
he  was  still  a  student  at  Newton,  and  from  that  time 
he  supplied  the  pulpit  of  the  church,  and  was  elected 
pastor  May  2, 1878,  assuming  the  pastoral  office  Sept. 
20,  1878. 

Rev.  George  L.  Mason  resigned  his  pastorate  July 
18,  1880,  to  accept  an  appointment  from  the  Baptist 
Missionary  Union  as  a  missionary  to  Ningpo,  China. 

Since  that  time  the  church  has  been  without  a  pas- 
tor, but  has  maintained  its  appointments  and  regular 
preaching,  employing  students  from  Newton,  the  most 
prominent  of  whom  were  Revs.  C.  E.  Higgins,  L.  A. 
Eaton,  W.  F.  Slocum,  and  W.  A.  McKillop. 

Rev.  C.  A.  Snow,  of  Taunton,  became  acting  pastor 
Oct.  1, 1882,  and  is  still  serving  the  church  in  that 
capacity.  Present  officers,  J.  H.  Jackson  and  Her- 
bert W.  Davis,  deacons;  D.  H.  Dyer,  clerk;  and 
Richard  Thackray,  treasurer. 

Church  of  the  Ascension'  (Protestant  Episco- 
pal).—The  first  service  according  to  the  ritual  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States  held  in  (what  was  then)  the  "village  of  Fall 
River"  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  James  C.  Rich- 
mond, on  a  Sunday  evening  in  1835.  This  was  in 
the  Unitarian  house  of  worship.  The  next  public 
service  was  on  July  13,  1836,  in  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church.  The  preacher  was  the  Rev.  James 
Pratt,  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  John  Went,  also  of  Rhode  Island.  This  service 
was  held  with  the  view  of  effecting  a  permanent  or- 
ganization of  the  church,  which,  however,  was  not 
accomplished  until  two  days  after.  Then,  July  16, 
1836,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  Central 
Street,  a  parish  was  duly  formed  under  the  name 
(suggested  by  the  diocesan,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Alexander 
Viets  Griswold,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  the  Eastern  Diocese) 
of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension.  The  clergy  present 
at  the  formation  of  the  parish  were  the  Revs.  John 
West,  James  Pratt,  J.  W.  Fenner,  and  Stephen  El- 
liott, afterwards  (1841)  and  now  Bishop  of  Georgia. 
A  missionary,  tho  Rev.  P.  H.  Greenlcaf,  was  put  in 
charge  of  the  infant  parish,  which  consisted  of  ten 
men,  every  one  of  whom  has  passed  beyond  this 
world.  James  Ford,  Esq.,  was  senior  warden,  Job 
H.  Lawton  junior  warden,  and  Richard  W.  Batt 
secretary. 

The  first  services  were  held  in  the  hall  of  the 
Pocftsset  House.  The  congregation  was  of  about 
fifty  persons,  and  the  Sunday-school  bad  about 
twenty  scholars.  From  the  Poc asset  House  the 
parish  moved  to  the  town  hall  on  Central  Street 
in  March,  1837.  Here  the  parish  worshiped  for 
three  years,  and  struggled  through  many  difficulties 
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and  against  much  prejudice  and  opposition,  A  legal 
existence  and  corporate  power*  were  ■  ecu  red  May  1, 
1887.  In  this  act  of  incorporation  are  found  the 
name*  of  J.  H.  Law  ton,  Cyrus  Alden,  Esq.,  William 
Laogford,  Richard  W.  Bait,  James  Fonl,  Esq.,  James 
R.  Lake,  Baylies  J.  Talbot,  John  Chatburn,  William 
Canedy,  John  Houghton,  George  Bay  lis,  Richard  W. 
Houghton,  Dennis  Drown,  Elijah  Antic,  Joseph  Pot- 
ter, Edward  P.  Lake,  Richard  W.  Smith.  T.  Mar- 
quand,  and  Nathaniel  Munday.  Cyrus  Alden  was 
elected  senior  and  J.  H.  Lawton  junior  warden,  R. 
W.  Batt  clerk.  The  missionary  left  in  July,  18S7. 
In  1838  (July  22d)  the  Rev.  George  M.  Randall  (af- 
terwards, 1865-78,  Bishop  of  Colorado),  immediately 
upon  his  ordination  to  the  deaconate,  assumed  charge 
of  the  parish.  He  was  instituted  as  rector  August, 
1840.  His  ministry,  amid  many  discouragements, 
was  greatly  blessed.  In  1839  a  Baptist  house  of 
worship  waa  purchased.  It  was  centrally  located 
on  South  Main  Street,  and  (after  necessary  altera- 
tions) was  solemnly  consecrated  in  1840  by  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Dishop  Griswold.  A  heavy  debt  for  those  days  * 
and  for  the  strength  of  the  parish  was  contracted  by 
this  purchase,  which  for  a  long  time  burdened  and 
crippled  the  church.  In  1844,  Mr.  Randall  resigned 
to  accept  the  rectorship  of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah 
in  Boston.  For  nearly  a  year  there  was  no  clergy- 
man in  charge,  when  the  Rev.  A.  D.  McCoy  was  in- 
stituted rector,  April  10,  1845.  He  remained  only 
two  years.  There  waa  no  rector  then  for  two  years, 
much  to  the  detriment  of  all  the  interests  of  the  < 
parish,  when  (under  very  discouraging  circumstances), 
on  Sunday,  April  29,  1849,  the  Rev.  E.  M.  Porter 
became  rector.  Hia  labors  were  blessed.  He  suc- 
ceeded, with  large  aid  from  outside  of  Fall  River,  in 
liquidating  the  debt.  The  congregation  increased, 
and  the  spiritual  life  deepened.  But  the  parish  was 
still  feeble.  The  church  was  destroyed  by  fire  on 
Christmas-eve,  1850.  The  parish,  however,  was  not 
destroyed.  The  corner-stone  of  a  new  edifice  on  the 
same  site,  or  nearly  so,  was  laid  in  1851.  An  address 
was  made  by  Dr.  Randall.  In  1852  (February)  the 
new  church  was  consecrated  by  the  Right  Rev.  Man- 
ton  Eastburu,  the  Bishop  of  Massac husetts.  It  was 
only  in  this  year  (1852)  that  the  parish  was  able  to 
do  without  missionary  aid,  which  it  had  steadily  re- 
ceived since  its  original  formation.  Mr.  Porter  closed 
his  labors  with  the  church  in  1863,  after  a  successful 
rectorship  of  fourteen  years,  by  far  the  longest  that 
the  pariah  had  enjoyed  thus  far.  His  name  and 
memory  are  held  in  affectionate  remembrance. 

In  the  summer  of  1863  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Wylie  was 
called  to  the  rectorship.  His  resignation  was  ten-  ; 
dered  Nov.  1,  1868,  and  took  effect  in  December  fol- 
lowing,  The  Rev.  John  Hewitt  succeeded  Mr.  Wylie, 
remaining  only  until  January,  1871.  The  Rev.  Henry 
E.  Hovcy  became  rector  about  Easter  of  this  year,  and 
resigned  in  November,  1872.  The  Rev.  William 
McGlatherv  assumed  charge  in  August,  1878,  and  re- 


signed in  the  fall  of  1875,  In  1876  the  Rev.  William 
T.  Fitch  was  elected  rector.  His  resignation  took 
effect  in  May,  1881.  On  the  16th  of  May,  1881,  the 
present  incumbent,  the  Rev.  A.  St.  John  Chambre, 
D.D.,  assumed  charge  of  the  psrish. 

The  history  of  the  parish  has  been  that  of  struggle 
from  the  beginning,  but  of  steady  advancement,  not- 
withstanding all  and  every  difficulty.  Iu  1875  the 
parish  moved  into  its  large,  costly,  and  elegant  stone 
church,  erected  upon  Rock  Street.  Its  financial  con- 
dition, is  second  to  that  of  no  parish  in  the  city.  Its 
congregations  are  large,  and  it  is  blessed  with  a  spirit 
of  great  harmony  and  of  commendable  zeal  in  all 
good  works.  The  magnificent  stained-glass  wiudow 
in  the  front  of  the  church,  representing  in  life-size 
the  Saviour  and  the  four  evangelists,  is  a  memorial 
of  the  late  Bishop  Randall,  of  Colorado,  the  first 
rector.  It  was  erected  by  the  contributions  of  the 
Sunday-school. 

From  this  parish,  as  the  growth  of  Fall  River  de- 
manded, has  sprung  the  flourishing  parish  of  St. 
:  John,  on  South  Main  Street,  now  independent  of  its 
parent,  but  holding  pleasant  relations  with  the  mother- 
church.   The  Church  of  the  Ascension  has  a  mission 
by  the  name  of  St.  Mark  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
city,  and  it  is  contemplating  other  movements  for  the 
good  of  the  community,  the  advancement  of  the 
church,  and  (above  all  other  considerations)  to  the 
glory  of  God. 
St.  John's  Church 1  is  located  near  the  Park,  on  the 
i  Main  Street,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  the 
Ascension,  of  which  it  was  once  a  mission. 

Between  thirty  and  forty  families  connected  with 
the  old  parish,  residing  at  "the  Globe" (and  farther 
south  towards  the  Rhode  Island  line,  found  it  iucou- 
venient  because  of  the  distance  to  attend  the  parish 
church  regularly ;  it  was  also  too  far  for  the  children 
to  walk  to  Sunday-school,  hence  the  desire  for  a 
mission. 

Services  were  first  held  in  "Conuell's  Hall,"  di- 
rectly opposite  the  present  church  building,  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  September,  1878,  by  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Fitch, 
rector  of  the  Ascension. 

Tho  church,  a  plain  wooden  building,  seating  three 
hundred  and  fifty,  with  a  Sunday-school  room  iu  the 
basement,  waa  used  for  the  first  time  Sunday,  Aug. 
16,  1880,  the  Rev.  Arthur  T.  Barrington,  assistant  at 
the  Ascension,  officiating.  It  waa  built  on  leased 
land.  The  land  has  since  been  purchased  and  fully 
paid  for.  Tho  parish  was  generously  aided,  both  in 
erecting  the  building  and  in  the  subsequent  purchas- 
ing of  the  land,  by  churchmen  in  Boston  and  else- 
where. 

The  mission  was  organized  into  an  independent 
parish  Easter  Monday,  1881,  with  Nathaniel  Lewis 
and  George  Walters,  wardens.  The  Rev.  Samuel  8. 
Spear,  then  at  St.  John's,  Taunton,  waa  soou  elected 
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rector,  and  took  charge  of  the  infant  parish  Sunday, 
July  3,  1881. 

The  list  of  communicants,  Easter,  1883,  numbered 
one  hundred  and  twenty-fire,  and  there  is  a  pros- 
perous Sunday-school  of  about  three  hundred  officers 
and  scholars. 

Parish  officers:  Rector,  the  Rev.  Samuel  S.  8pear; 
Wardens,  George  Walters,  Oliver  II.  P.  Howard ; 
Treasurer,  John  Taylor;  Clerk,  Enoch  Horsfield ; 
Vestrymen,  Nathan  Crabtrec,  George  Porteuir,  George 
Hanson,  Richard  Fleet,  William  Wild,  William 
Wooley,  Sr.,  Alpheus  Burdick. 

The  church  property,  valued  at  seven  thousand 
dollnrs,  is  entirely  free  from  debt,  and  is  hold  for  the 
|>ari*h  by  the  "Trustees  of  Donations." 

The  building  has  not  yet  been  consecrated,  as  it  is 
deemed  desirable  to  make  several  needed  improve- 
ments and  additions  beforo  consecration. 

Christian  Church,  Franklin  8 1 reel—  This  church 
was  organized  in  April,  1829,  and  in  the  following 
year  the  society  was  organized  and  the  first  church 
edifice  erected.  This  church  was  destroyed  in  the 
great  fire  of  1843,  and  in  the  following  year  the  pres- 
ent church  edifice  on  Franklin  Street  was  erected. 

The  first  pnstor  was  Rev.  Joshua  V.  Hines,  who 
was  succeeded  by  Ilenjamin  Taylor,  H.Taylor,  James 
Taylor,  Simon  Clough,  M.  Lane,  A.  G.  Cummings, 
Jonathan  Thompson,  previous  to  1840;  Revs.  P.  R. 
Russell,  1841;  A.  M.  Avcrill,  1843;  Elijah  Shaw, 
1845;  Charles  Morgridge,  1847;  Stephen  Fellows, 
1848;  David  E.Millard,  1852;  P>.  8.  Fanton,  1855; 
Thomas  Holmes,  1863;  Hiram  J.Gordon,  1865  ;  8. 
Wright  Butler,  1866.  Present  pastor,  Rev.  M.  Sum- 
merbell. 

The  North  Christian  Church  was  organized  in 
1842,  and  is  located  on  North  Main  8treet,  at  Steep 
Brook.  The  pnstor*  of  the  church  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: Revs.  Wm.  ShurtlefT,  1801;  Moses  P.  Favor, 
1866;  Chas.  T.  Camp,  1872;  O.  P.  Bessey,  1874;  O. 
O.  Wright,  1876. 

Chnrch  of  the  New  Jerusalem.'— The  Fall  River 
Society  of  the  New  Jerusalem  was  organized  in  1864. 
It  consisted  of  seven  members.  Thirty-one  have 
been  added  since,  making  thirty-eight  in  all.  Ten 
have  died,  two  have  been  transferred  to  other  soci- 
eties. The  number  now  belonging  to  it  is  twenty-six, 
nine  of  whom  reside  out  of  the  city.  Four  of  the 
original  members  are  still  living.  Its  church  on 
Rock  Street,  between  Oherry  and  Locust,  was  built 
in  I860.  The  services  were  conducted  by  lay  readers, 
except  upon  the  communion  Sabbath,  when  a  minis- 
ter officiated ;  but  in  1877  the  present  pastor,  Rev. 
John  Westall,  was  ordained  and  invited  to  devote  all 
his  time  to  the  service  of  the  society. 

The  Snbbath-school  consists  of  forty-four  scholars 
and  teachers.  The  library  contains  three  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  volumes.  The  expenses  of  the  society 


are  met  by  voluntary  subscription.  All  the  seats  of 
the  church  are  free. 

Society  of  Friends. — The  first  meetings  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  in  Fall  River  were  held  about  the 
year  1812,  the  attendants  coming  mostly  over  the 
river  from  Swansea  and  8omerset.  They  commenced 
public  worship  here  in  1819,  and  in  1821  erected  a 
house  of  worship,  which  was  subsequently  removed, 
and  the  present  edifice  on  North  Main  Street,  between 
Pine  and  Cherry,  was  erected  in  1836.  The  present 
overseer  is  Nathan  Cbace. 

The  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Pearl  Street 
corner  of  American,  was  organized  in  1846,  and  the 
church  edifice  was  erected  in  1851.  The  pastors  have 
been  as  follows:  Revs.  David  A.  Wallace,  1851-53; 
William  Maclaren,  1854-67 ;  Joshua  K  Kyle,  1869- 
76;  James  H.  Turnbull,  1876. 

Hebrew  Worship.— The  Jewish  or  Hebrew  resi- 
dents of  this  city  number  some  fifty  to  sixty  men, 
many  having  families.  Of  these  six  are  German 
Jews,  so  called,  but  as  they  do  not  affiliate  with  the 
Polish  Israelites,  they  have  no  organized  synagogue 
The  other  class  have  pushed  ahead,  organized  a  syna- 
gogue by  themselves,  employed  a  leader,  and  have 
kept  up  worship  for  several  months  on  Pleasant  Street. 

St  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Chnrch  was  estab- 
lished in  1836,  under  the  name  of  St.  John  Baptist, 
which  was  changed  upon  the  occupation  of  the  church 
edifice  in  1855.  The  pastors  of  this  church  have  been 
as  follows:  Revs.  John  Corry,  Richard  Hardy,  and 
Edward  Murphy.  Rev.  John  O'Connell  and  Corne- 
lius McSweeney  were  assistant  pastors  in  1875.  The 
present  assistant  pastors  are  Revs.  Louis  Dady  and 
James  A.  Gleaaon. 

Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  was  organized  in 

1873.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Matthew  McCabe, 
assisted  by  Rev.  James  Maateraon.  Church  on  Linden 
Street. 

St.  Ann's  Chnrch  (French  Catholic)  was  organ- 
ized in  1873  by  Rev.  A.  de  Montanbrieg.  It  is  located 
on  Hunter  Street  corner  of  William.  The  present 
pastor  is  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Briscoe,  assisted  by  Rev. 
O.  F.  Clark. 

St  Joseph's  Catholic  Chnrch  was  organized  in 
I  1874,  by  Rev.  WilliBm  H.  Brie.  The  present  pastor 
I  is  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Brady,  assisted  by  Rev.  J.  F. 
j  Roach.    Location,  North  Main  Street. 

8t  Patrick's  Catholic  Church  was  organized  in 

1874,  by  Rev.  J.  Kelly,  who  has  since  continued  as 
pastor.    Location,  Slade  Street. 

Notre  Dame  Chnrch  was  organized  in  1874,  by 
Rev.  P.  J.  B.  Bedard,  who  has  since  remained  as 
pastor.    Location,  Notre  Dame  corner  Ashton  Street. 

St.  Peter's  and  Paul's  parish  is  of  recent  organiza- 
tion, and  a  church  edifice  is  soon  to  be  erected.  The 
pastor  is  Rev.  Father  Doyle. 

The  Immaculate  Conception  is  also  a  new  parish, 
with  Father  Kiernan  as  pastor.  Of  the  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  attendant*  upon  Catholic  wor- 
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■hip  in  the  Providence  district,  about  eighty-eight 
thousand  reside  in  Bristol,  Barnstable,  Dukes,  and 
Nantucket  Counties  of  Massachusetts,  and  some 
twenty-eight  thousand  in  this  city.  In  the  proposal 
to  establish  three  new  dioceses  in  this  State,  it  is  con- 
fidently expected  that  the  above  counties  will  be  set 
off  as  one  of  them,  and  Fall  River  be  constituted  the 
cathedral  city. 

There  is  also  a  French  mission  (Baptist)  on  Pleas- 
ant Street,  Eusibe  Leger,  missionary. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 
FALL  RIV8K. — ( £V>mIism«^.) 

Mount  Hope  Lodge.  F.  and  A.  M.'— "  Dec.  8, 
6824.  The  petition  of  Andrew  Harris  and  others, 
praying  for  a  charter  for  a  new  lodge  in  the  village 
of  Fall  River  and  town  of  Troy,  to  be  called  '  Mount 
Hope,'  was  read  and  referred  to  W.  Joseph  O.  Sprague, 
Rev.  Joseph  Richardson,  and  Abra  Haskell. 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  applica- 
tion of  Andrew  Harris  and  others  for  a  charter  fur  a 
lodge  in  the  town  of  Troy  have  heard  the  represen- 
tation* on  the  subject,  and  would  report  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  granted. 

'"  By  order,  J.  S.  Si'RAQUE,  Chairman. 

"  Read  and  accepted. 

"  Agreeably  to  a  commission  from  the  M.  W.  John 
Abbot,  Grand  Master,  dated  Aug.  3,  6825,  directed 
and  given  to  R.  W.  Thomas  Talman,  D.  D.  O.  Master 
for  tbe  Fourth  Masonic  District,  authorixing  and  em- 
powering him  to  constitute  Mount  Hope  Lodge, 
holden  at  Troy,  village  of  Fall  River,  and  to  install 
its  officers,  the  1st  of  September,  5825,  was  agreed  on 
and  appointed  the  day  for  installation. 

"  On  the  evening  preceding,  to  wit,  on  the  81st 
day  of  August,  a  lodge  of  Past  Masters  assembled  at 
the  hall  of  Mount  Hope  Lodge,  the  R  W.  D.  D.  O. 
Master  in  the  chair,  assisted  by  K.  W.  Lemuel  Guy 
and  R.  W.  Asa  Wood  as  Wardens,  when  the  degree  of 
Paat  Master  was  conferred  on  R.  W.  lirother  Loander 
P.  Lovell,  the  Master  elect  of  Mount  Hope  Lodge. 
On  the  1st  day  of  September,  A. I..  5825,  a  Deputy 
Grand  Lodge,  consisting  wholly  of  Worthy  Present  or 
Paat  Masters  of  lodges,  assembled  at  Fall  River,  and 
was  opened  in  due  and  ancient  form.  Present,  R.  W. 
Thomas  Tulnian,  G.  M.  pro  tern. ;  R.  W.  Benjamin 
Huntoon,  Dep.  G.  M.;  K  W.  James  L.  Hodges,  S. 
O.  W. ;  R.  W.  James  W.  Crossman,  Q.  Treas. ;  R.  W. 
Asa  Wood,  G.  Sec.;  R.  W.  George  Randall,  O.  Mar- 
shal; R.  W.  Rev.  Luther  Hamilton,  G.  Chap.;  R. 
W.  Samuel  Caswell,  Jr.,  S.  G.  D. ;  K  W.  Jonathan 
Reynolds,  J.  G.  D. ;  R.  W.  Nathaniel  Blake,  1st  G. 
8.;  R.  W.Simeon  Presbury,  2d  G.  8.;  R.W.Anthony 


D.  Richmond,  G.  8.  B. ;  R.  W.  Thomas  Cole,  R.  W. 
Ephriam  Kempton,  G.  P. ;  R.  W.  Thomas  Shepherd, 
G.  Tyler ;  R.  W.  Caleb  Earle,  Bearer  of  the  Book  of 
Constitutions ;  R.  W.  John  Carlisle,  Bearer  of  tbe 
Holy  Writings. 

"  A  committee,  consiating  of  R.  W.  Brothers  Hun- 
toon and  Gay,  were  appointed  to  examine  the  officers 
of  Mount  Hope  I*>dge  as  to  their  knowledge  of  the 
lectures  and  work,  and  to  inspect  their  records  and 
by-laws.*  The  committee  having  attended  to  the  duty 
of  their  appointment,  reported  that  they  found  the 
officers  well  skilled  in  tbe  lectures  and  mysteries  of 
Masonry ;  that  they  found  their  records  and  by-laws 
in  conformity  to  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
fairly  kept  and  duly  entered,  and  that  they  cheer- 
fully recommended  said  lodge  for  constitution  and 
installation. 

"This  report  having  been  unanimoualy  accepted 
by  the  Deputy  Grand  Lodge,  they  were  escorted  to 
the  hall  of  Mount  Hope  Lodge,  where  a  very  large 
procession  was  formed,  consisting  of  brethren  and 
companions  of  the  several  Masonic  degrees. 

"Several  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode 
Island  and  other  distinguished  members  of  the  fra- 
ternity were  preaeut,  and  united  in  the  procession  ou 
the  occasion. 

"The  whole  procession,  accompanied  by  an  excel- 
lent hand  of  music,  then  moved  to  the  Baptist  Church, 
where  a  very  appropriate  and  truly  Masonic  address 
was  delivered  by  R.  W.  Uev.  Paul  Dean,  of  Boston. 

"  Mount  Hope  Ixwige  was  then  solemnly  conse- 
crated and  dedicated  uccording  to  ancient  custom. 
The  acting  Grand  Muster  then  proceeded  to  consti- 
tute the  brethren  into  a  regular  lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Mnsoua,  after  which  the  officers  elect  were 
publicly  installed  into  their  respective  offices.  Their 
names  are  as  follows: 

"  R.  W.  Leander  P.  Lovell,  M. ;  W.  Benjamin  An- 
thony, 8.  W.;  W.  Joseph  Rice,  J.  W.;  Joseph  E. 
Reed,  Treas. ;  James  Ford,  8ec. ;  Augustus  B.  Reed, 
Chap.;  Richard  Chase,  8.  D. ;  Lucius  8mith,  J.  D. ; 
Pierce  Allen,  Marshal;  John  Nnrris,  Oliver  Mason, 
Stewards;  Calvin  Seaver,  Tyler. 

"After  the  services  at  tho  church,  the  Deputy 
Grand  I<odge  having  completed  the  business  for 
which  it  was  assembled,  was  escorted  back  to  the 
room  which  had  been  provided  for  that  accommoda- 
tion, and  closed  in  duo  and  ancient  form.  A  sump- 
tuous repast  having  been  provided  by  Mount  Hope 
Lodge,  the  brethren  proceeded  to  the  place  of  re- 
freshment, and  united  in  the  social  festivities  of  the 
occasion. 

"  A  true  record  of  the  proceedings. 

Attest:  "Asa  Wood,  Dep.  O.  Secretary." 

The  Masters  of  Mount  Hope  Ix>dge  from  Dec  8, 
1824,  have  been  as  follows:  1825-26,  Leander  P.  Lov- 
ell;  1827-28,  Benjamin  Anthony;  1829,  Daniel  Leon- 
ard;  1830,  Peleg  EL  Earl;   1831-82.  Thomas  D. 
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Chaloner;  1833,  Ebenezer  Andrew*;  1834-35,'  Seth 
Darling;  1845  I  Joshua  Remington  ;  1847,  Thomas 
I).  Chnloncr ;  1848-40,  Daniel  Leonard ;  1850,  James 
M.  Morion;  1851-54,  Joshua  Remington;  1855, 
Gardner  D.  Cook;  1856^*8,  Robert  C.  Brown;  1859, 
Jemima  Remington;  1860-61,  James  Davenport; 
1862,  Joaiah  C.  Blaisdell;  1863,  Robert  Henry;  1864- 
65, Charles  A.  Holme*;  18C6,  Robert  C.  Brown;  1867, 
Charles  A.  Holmes;  1868-70,  Henrv  Paddock ;  1871- 
73,  A.  G.  Hart;  1874-75,  Henry  Waring;  1876,  Wil- 
liam J.  Burt ;  John  T.  Graham,  two  rears;  Nathan 
Everett,  one  year;  Charlea  E.  Spencer,  still  in  office. 

The  charter  members  of  the  lodge  were  Joshua 
Remington,  Thomas  1).  Chaloner,  Daniel  Leonard, 
John  P.  Winchester,  Thomas  Driver,  Samuel  B. 
Gardner,  Thomas  Killer,  James  D.  Burt,  William  B. 
Canady,  Francis  Eddy,  Gidcou  Hatch,  Sabin  Blake, 
William  A.  Waitc,  Jesse  Eddy,  Edward  Thompson, 
Jonathan  T.  Lincoln,  John  Eddy,  and  B.  W.  Miller. 

King  Philip  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  was  chartered 
Dec.  12,  1866,  the  "precedence"  to  begin  Jan.  16, 
1866.  The  charter  members  were  Joshua  Reming- 
ton, James  F.  Davenport,  Daniel  Stillwcll,  George  A. 
Ballard,  E.  P.  Bufllnton,  Francis  W.  Eddy,  Joseph 
Brady,  Mason  Fisher,  William  M.  Almy.  Charles  A. 
Bassctt,  George  A.  Borden,  George  A.  Tower,  Silas 
Williams,  Alexander  Forbes,  D.  S.  Brigham,  T.  An- 
drew Francis,  Robert  A.  Brown,  George  E.  Hoar,  J. 
C.  Blaisdell,  James  Henry,  James  B.  Brayton,  Par- 
kor  Borden,  George  W.  Billings,  William  G.  Bennett, 
L.  F.  Pease,  William  Davenport,  Thomas  L.  Brayton, 
Arthur  R.  Borden,  M.  Tootle,  Jr.,  Aldcn  Gilbert, 
George  W.  Gibbs,  A.  D.  Easton,  Edwin  Shaw,  E.  P. 
Haskins,  John  P.  Slndc,  Perry  Gilford,  and  James 
Bufllnton. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Masters:  James  F.  Daven- 
port, 1865  to  Otobcr,  1868;  George  A.  Ballard,  1868 
to  October,  1869;  Charles  E.  Giflbrd,  1869  to  October, 
1870;  Daniel  Slillwell,  1870  to  October,  1871 ;  Wil- 
liam Daven|«>rt,  1871  to  October,  1872;  Thomas  G. 
Eslee,  1872  to  October,  1873;  John  S.  Henry,  1873  to 
October,  1875;  Horatio  N.  Durfee,  1875  to  October, 
1876;  Charles  E.  Vickery,  1876  to  October,  1877; 
Edwnnl  T.  Mnrvell,  1877  to  October,  1878;  Joseph 
L.  Buffinton,  1878  to  October,  1879;  Charles  A.  Ben- 
nett, 1879  to  October,  1880;  Enoch  J.  French,  1880 
to  October,  1881  ;  Judson  C.  McKcnzic,  1881  (now  in 
office). 

lfarragansett  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  was  char- 
tered Dec.  13,  1876,  the  precedence  to 


*  In  roiw<qti«nt0  of  the  depraved  condition  of  Mount  Hup*  Ijftdgp, 
and  nf  FwmMonry  gnnemlly,  *U  *  rsgtilar  nine tlnji  h*ld  Nut,  :i,  ItttS, 
It  «m  fnfaf,  "  To  mlt*  a  "Rimf!!**  In  »rll  nil  th*  fttriillurvof  tin*  lodge 
m  lh«T  mny  derm  proper  for  III*  lnt*rwt  of  the  Indus*."  Tli*  meeting* 
w«r*  then  <H*nnn  tinned  until  IMA,  when  th*  brethren  dtftlring  to  rtf It* 
th*  Inter**!  In  Kreemnsonrj  and  nwnno*  th*lr  meeting*  m  *  l"dg*.  find- 
ing twfl  In*  iiri|tlrml  charter,  with  otli*f  furniture*  had  ti**n  destroyed 
by  th*  «**M  flr*  ofJ.il  >  2.  IM3.  ooUined  •  new  charter,  which  ri*cUrm 
Ui*  Prw**.«*  of  th.  1o.l<*  to  d.1o  from  V«.  g,  ISM,  b.1  tjg  th.  Ml 
of 


j  Dec,  30,  1875.  The  charter  members  were  James 
Davis,  Daniel  Stevens,  William  Roderick  Robertson, 

j  George  Leonard  Walker,  William  Henry  Brow, 
Edwin  Jackson  Dyer,  Robert  Macfarlane,  Charlea  Sil- 
vester Norman,  John  McKean,  Mark  Phillips,  Chaun- 
cey  Howe  Sears,  Bennett  Cook,  James  Henry  Mini- 
ken,  John  Whitnker,  Jeremiah  Rodgers  Elsbree, 
Aimie  Itcnjamin  Hruncaii,  James  Barney  Chaoe,  Rob- 
ert Hampson,  Alexander  Jefferson  Wilcox,  John 
Adam*  Tourtellot,  Edmund  Whitehead,  Edwin  Cush- 
ing  Phillips,  I .<■■  -n  Eugene  Sweet,  Robert  Hammer- 
ton,  Thomas  Francis  Vickery,  David  Smith,  Abner 
Luther  Howard,  Asa  Wilson  Giflbrd,  James  Francis 
Davis,  Everett  Bcmis  Dyer,  Rodney  Augustus  Moore, 
Joseph  Harrison,  Samuel  Mark  Standing,  Philip 
Roberts,  Charles  Frederick  Tripp,  Robert  Johnston 
Adama,  Joseph  Hyde,  Walter  Thackery. 

The  Fall  River  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  char- 
tered Jan.  9,  1865,  "  to  take  rank,  date,  and  prece- 
dence from  the  7th  day  of  June,  1864."  The  follow- 
ing were  the  charter  members:  Thomas  D.  Chaloner, 
Joshua  Remington,  Robert  C.  Brown,  Abner  L.  West- 
gate,  Charles  A.  Holmes,  Daniel  Stillwell,  James  C. 
Stafford,  James  Davenport,  Robert  Henry,  Silas 
Williams,  James  B.  Brayton,  Jonathan  E.  Morrill, 
Alden  Gilbert,  Williama  A.  Burt,  Lemuel  Hall, 
George  A.  Tower,  William  Brcaton,  Eber  Blade,  Jona- 
than T.  Lincoln,  John  Whitaker,  John  8hepley,  John 
B.  Whitaker,  Joseph  Brady,  John  G.  Tinkhnm, 
Charlea  F.  Langford,  James  Davis,  Samuel  Root, 
William  G.  Bennett,  George  E.  Hoar,  Mason  Fisher, 
John  P.  Slade,  Joel  Wood,  William  Davenport,  Jireh 
B.  Pcttey,  Humphrey  A.  Francis,  and  Silas  P.  Rich- 
mond. 

Robert  C.  Brown  was  first  High  Priest,  Robert' 
Henry  first  King,  and  Joshua  Remington  first  Scribe. 
The  Grand  Chapter  officers  at  this  time  were  8olon 
Thornton,  Grand  High  Priest;  Caleb  Rand,  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest;  Albert  E.  Foth.  Grand  King; 
Wanton  T.  Drew,  Grand  Scribe ;  Thomas  Waterman, 
Grand  Secretary. 

The  Past  High  Priests  are  as  follows:  Robert  C. 
Brown,  Robert  Henry,  George  A.  Ballard,  Henry 
Paddock,  Hiram  C.  Harrington,  Gideon  F.  Tomp- 
kins, Alfred  H.  Hartley. 

Godfrey  De  Bouillon  CommanuYry  was  chartered 
Oct.  13, 1868,  "  to  take  rank  and  precedence  from  May 
9,  1868."  The  charter  members  were  Robert  Car- 
ver Brown,  Robert  Henry,  James  Franklin  Daven- 
port, James  Henry,  John  Palmer  Slade,  Silas  Wil- 
liams, William  Davenport,  Charlea  Edwin  Case,  Jo- 
seph Brady,  Henry  Paddock,  John  Shepley,  John 
Birtwistle  Whitaker,  George  Androa  Borden,  Mason 
Fisher,  James  Davis,  Edward  Shove  Anthony,  Wil- 
liam Preston,  Leander  Davenport  Wilbur,  Charles 
Ellis  Giflbrd,  Daniel  Edson  Chace,  James  Crosby 
Ramsay,  Perry  Giflbrd,  Francis  Wilmarlh  Eddy, 
William  Macomber  Almy,  Daniel  W.  Baldwin,  James 
Barney  Chace,  George  Alvan  Ballard,  Thomas  Lyn- 
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don  Drayton,  J  tunc*  Buffinton,  Abner  Lewis  West- 
gate,  Frederick  William  Macomber,  Elisha  Cook 
Hathaway,  John  WhiUker,  George  Edward  Hoar, 
Josiah  Coleman  Blaisdell,  Alfred  Henry  Hartley, 
Thomas  Francis  Vickery,  William  Gray  Bennett, 
Thomas  Durfee  Chaloner,  William  Wait  Stewart, 
Joel  Wood. 

Robert  Henry  was  first  Commander,  Jam  en  F. 
Davenport  first  Generallissimo,  and  Henry  Paddock 
first  Captain-General. 

The  Eminent  Commanders  have  been  as  follows: 
Robert  Henry,  R.  C.  Brown,  8.  W.  Butler,  John  B. 
WhiUker,  George  A.  Ballard,  Charles  E.  Giflbrd,  A. 
H.  Hartley,  Albert  F.  Dow,  and  Henry  Waring. 

Military  Record,  1861-85— Fall  River  responded 
promptly  to  the  call  of  her  imperiled  country  during 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  only  six  daya  after 
the  firing  upon  Fort  Sumter,  April  19,  1861,  a  "  war 
meeting"  was  held  at  the  City  Hall.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  Hon.  N.  B.  Borden,  who  read 
the  call,  was  chosen  chairman,  and  made  the  opening 
address.  Speeches  were  also  made  by  Darld  Anthony, 
James  Ford,  Hon.  Jaines  Buffiuton,  Dr.  Foster 
Hooper,  John  Collina,  John  Westall,  J.  C.  Blaisdell, 
R.  T.  Davis,  and  Walter  0.  Durfee.  Dr.  Hooper 
offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted 
by  acclamation :  *■  • 

"That  llhtdt.  (or.ram.Dt  ba  rr,,.,,,,!  to  appraprtel*  tanlhouauid 
dollar.  In  .Id  at  tan**  who  m.j  .oUntear,  .ml  for  In*  rapport  of  th.lr 

feasHss. 

*  Ttiat  Men  Toluulaar  ba  paid  tha  tarn  of  tw.ntj  dollar.  par  month 
from  th.  ciljr  Imunr,  In  addition  la  what  I*  paW  hj  th.  itntrnntM." 

On  April  24th  the  committee  of  the  City  Council 
to  whom  these  resolutions  were  referred  reported  as 
follows : 

^l»U'<  k«U.wi.  Mellon  of  our  eoualry  public  law  b> 


t  a.  fbrrnad  bjr  our 

,  lu  Which  frwd.m>  of  lit.  pram,  «| 
•paach,  and  of  Ih*  ludlrklual  man  .lull  U  mora  raatrlclad,— (a  a  word, 
a  (uT.rom.ul  for  U»  parpriualiou  of  . u\  -m .  and 

"  Wkn—t,  tie.,  (or  th*  rap»lllii(  of  *och  furcea,  tha  alandln(  army 
balnf  Inadaquata,  th*  Praald.nl  of  tha  Unltad  Stat*.  Uaa  mad.  raaul.1- 
tlon  on  th.  .cT.r.1  Statu,  for  mllllla;  tharafur*,  lo  th*  .ad  th.l  .awl 
raqulaltlau  max  L'»  s»oi»  readily  an.warad, 

■  (JraVad,  That  lo  aach  of  our  cIUhii.  w1h>  may  Join  a  militia  con.. 
paoy  of  our  city,  orgaulaod  aocordluf  la  law,  pl«df«d  to  r.n.l.r  military 
•anrtca  wb.MT.r  and  wli«r«T«r  na,Hlr*d,  whath.r  tijr  asUwrily  of  th* 
fttal.  or  tlx  Uullad  (Male*  (oTarnmant,  Ibara  b*  paid  from  tha  cltjr 
traaaary  tha  .urn  of  Attain  dollar,  kr  oulBl,  whan  >ncli  company  .hall 
ba  muatarad  lauatrrka;  and  ih.rrafl.r,  for  a  t.tm  nol.xrr*din(  I  lira. 

man  tha,  Sn*»ii  dollar*  a  Hi,  Ifa.  lall.r  lo  ba  appllad  tot  Ilia  .upport 

of  th.  family  or  dapandanta,  a*  tha  aoldlar  ma.  direct;  ...d  If,  at  Ih. 

,  a  Ulanca  or  Iha  whola  ahall  remain  aupald. 
•  pajrmaat  to  U  mad*  to  tha  aoldlar  In  paeon  er  hi.  la(*l  reprewn- 


i  lb.  Unltad  Slat..  (oT.rum.nL' 


The  order  was  adopted  by  the  City  Council,  and 
ten  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  in  accord- 
ance therewith.  Meanwhile  enlistments  were  rapidly 
going  on.  A  company  was  already  partly  formed 
under  Lieut.  Gushing,  who  had  seen  servico  in  the 


Mexican  war,  and  a  rifle  company,  composed  of  I 
of  the  best  young  men  in  the  town,  was  being  or- 
ganized under  dipt,  (afterwards  Lieut.-Col.)  C.  W. 
Greene.  Fall  River  was  the  third  in  the  list  of  ap- 
plicants In  the  commonwealth  to  Governor  Andrew 
for  permission  to  raise  military  companies.  April 
29th  the  mayor  waa  requested  to  apply  lo  the  State 
authorities  to  furnish  two  hundred  muskets  for  the 
two  companies  organised  in  the  city.  These  were 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  June  11, 
1861,  and  formed  companies  A  and  B  of  the  Seventh 
Massachusetts  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  commanded 
by  Col.  (afterwards  Gen.)  D.  N.  Couch,  of  Taun- 
ton, and  by  Lieut.-Col.  Chester  W.  Greene,  of  this 
city.  Besides  the  above-mentioned  companies,  a  third 
was  formed,  composed  mainly  of  "adopted  citi- 
zens." It  was  not  deemed  expedient,  however,  for 
them  to  be  mustered  into  service  at  the  time,  snd 
June  5,  1861,  the  city  government  voted  thst  twelve 
dollars  be  paid  to  each  member,  and  they  were  dis- 
banded. In  September,  1861,  a  bounty  of  fifteen 
dollars  was  authorized  to  be  paid  to  each  volunteer 
who  should  join  a  company  then  forming,  which 
was  afterwards  mustered  into  active  service. 

The  first  Fall  River  soldier  who  fell  in  the  struggle 
for  the  nation's  life  was  Nathaniel  S.  Gerry,  a  private 
in  Company  A,  Seventh  Regiment  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  and  the  first  commissioned  officer  was 
Lieut.  Jesse  D.  Bullock,  of  the  same  regiment,  who 
died  June  25,  1862,  from  wounds  received  st  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks. 

During  the  war  the  city  furnished  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-five  men,  thirly-sercu  of  whom  were  com- 
missioned officers.  The  roll  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-throe  names  of  fallen  heroes  on  the  soldiers' 
monument  in  Usk  Grove  Cemetery  shows  in  part 
only  the  sacrifice  in  human  life  made  by  Fall  River 
in  the  struggle  for  national  existence. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  different  regi- 
ments in  which  Fall  River  men  served  :  Iu  the  three 
yours'  regiment*  of  Massachusetts  volunteers,  the  city 
furnished  Companies  A  and  B  of  the  Seventh  Regi- 
ment; Company  (1,  Twenty-sixth  Regiment;  a  large 
portion  of  Companies  P  and  G,  Filty-uighth  Regi- 
ment; and  a  number  of  men  for  the  Ninth,  Eleventh, 
Twelfth,  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth,  Eighteenth,  Nine- 
teenth, Twentieth,  Twenty-second,  Twenty-fourth, 
Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-eighth,  Twenty-ninth,  Thirty- 
second,  Thirty-third,  Thirty-seventh,  Thirty-ninth, 
Fortieth,  Fifty-fourth,  and  Fifty-seventh  Regiments 
of  infantry ;  also  for  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Batteries  of 
light  artillery,  Second  and  Third  Regiments  and 
First  Battalion  of  heavy  artillery;  and  for  the  First, 
Second,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  Regiments  of  cavalry.  Be- 
sides the  above,  Fall  River  men  also  served  in  the 
regular  army,  general  service,  signal  service,  and  in 
regiments  from  Rhode  Island,  dinnet  ticut,  New  York, 
and  Illinois.  Knur  hundred  and  ninety-seven  men 
from  Fall  River  also  served  in  the  United  States  navy. 
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In  the  short-term  service  the  city  furnished  Com  pan  - 
icit  C  «nd  D,  Third  Regiment  (nine  months) ;  also  a 
number  for  the  Eighth,  Forty-third,  Forty-si xtli,' 
Forty-seventh,  and  Forty-eighth  Reglmenta  (nine 
months) ;  Tor  the  Sixty-first  Regiment  (one  year) ; 
Company  D,8ixteenth  Regiment  (one  hundred  days); 
Fifth  Unattached  Company  (ninety  days) ;  Twenty- 
first  Company  (one  hundred  days) ;  and  also  men  for 
the  Fifth,  Fifteenth,  Eighteenth,  and  Twenty-fourth 
Unattached  Companies  (one  hundred  days). 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  and  expended 
by  the  city  on  account  of  the  war,  exclusive  of  Stale 
aid,  was  $107 ,828.03.  The  sums  of  money  raised  and 
expended  by  the  city  during  the  years  of  the  war  for 
State  aid  to  soldiers'  families,  and  which  were  repaid 
by  the  commonwealth,  were:  In  18Cl.t72C2.25;  in 
18«2, $29,771. 67  ;  in  1863,  $36,476.10;  in  1 864, $34,000 ; 
in  1806,  $20,000;  total  amount,  $127,610.02. 

The  city  was  fortunate  in  having  for  municipal 
officers,  as  well  as  in  other  places  of  power  and  trust, 
men  of  high  integrity  and  undoubted  patriotism. 
The  mayor  through  the  entire  crisis  was  Hon.  E.  P. 
Ituffinton.  lie  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  and 
commanded  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  his 
labors  were  incessant  and  untiring.  The  aldermeu 
during  the  years  of  the  war,  all  of  whom  were  sub- 
stantial and  trustworthy  citizens,  and  steadfastly  co- 
operated with  the  mayor  in  his  labors,  were  in  1861 
Qeorge  EI.  Eddy,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Asa  Pettey, 
Jr.,  John  Mason,  Jr.,  James  Ford,  Job  B.  Ashley;  in 
1862.  Joseph  Borden,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Asa  Pet- 
tey, Jr.,  John  Mason,  Jr.,  James  Ford,  Job  B.  Ashley ; 
in  1863,Samuel  Hathaway,  Joseph  Borden,  Nathaniel 
B.  Borden,  Benjamin  Covel,  Charles  O.  Shove,  Walter 
Paine  (3d);  in  1864,  Weaver  Osltorn,  Joshua  Rem- 
ington, Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Daniel  Still  well,  Walter 
Paine  (3d),  Philip  U.  Borden  ;  in  1865,  James  Henry, 
Joshua  Remington,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Daniel 
Stillwell,  Walter  Paino  (3d),  Philip  D.  Borden. 

The  member  of  Congress  from  this  district  during 
the  war,  and  to  whom  the  city  is  as  largely  indebted 
|«rhaps  as  to  anyone  man,  was  Hon.  James  Buffinton. 
Mr.  Buffinton  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  A, 
Seventh  MassachusetU  Regiment,  at  an  early  hour  of 
its  organisation,  and  positively  declined  to  be  elected 
to  any  office  therein.  He  took  part  in  it*  preparatory 
drills  and  movement*,  inarching  in  the  ranks,  and 
went  with  it  when  it  was  mustered  into  service.  At 
Camp  Brightwcod.  Washington,  he  was  appointed 
adjutant  of  the  regiment  under  Col.  Couch.  He  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  position  until  the  fall  session 
of  Congress  in  1861,  when  his  constituents  demanded 
his  discharge  and  the  resumption  of  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

The  women  of  Fall  River  during  the  struggle  were 
worthy  of  the  city  and  of  the  cause.  As  early  as 
April  27,  1861,  a  ladies*  sewing  society  was  organ- 
ised. For  six  weeks  the  members  met  daily,  working 
from  morning  until  evening,  and  afterwards  they 


usually  came  together  one  afternoon  in  each  week. 
Many  other  meetings  were  held  for  work  and  con- 
sultation, and  several  ladies  did  their  work  for  the 
society  at  their  own  dwellings.  Mrs.  Richard  Bor- 
den was  the  president;  Mrs.  Avis  Ames,  vice-presi- 
dent; and  Miss  A.  C.  G.  Canedy,  secretary.  The 
committee  of  arrangements  comprised  twenty-two  of 
the  prominent  ladies  of  the  town,  and  the  society  re- 
tained its  organization  from  April  27, 1861,  to  July  28, 
1865,  with  some  change  in  its  officers,  although  Mrs. 
Borden  remained  its  president  during  the  entire 
period.  Mrs.  Caroline  Borden,  the  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Ames,  Mrs.  William  Monday.  Mrs.  S.  Augier  Chace, 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Bray  ton,  Mrs.  Mary  Young,  Mrs.  Fob- 
tcr  Hooper,  Mrs.  Mary  Durfce, and  many  other  ladies 
rendered  valuable  services.  The  society  received 
during  the  time  of  its  existence  $3347.76  in  cosh, 
which  was  properly  expended  for  materials  to  be 
made  up  for  the  soldiers.  Among  the  articles  fur- 
nished were  200  soldiers'  uniforms,  231  bed-sacks, 
131  bed-quilts,  366  bed-comforters,  87  blankets,  855 
sheet*,  262  pillows,  307  pillow-cases,  167  cushions  for 
wounds,  90  dressing-gowns,  380  cotton  shirts,  292 
flannel  shirU,  284  shirts,  209  drawers,  1164  pairs 
woolen  hose,  1865  handkerchiefs,  2246  towels,  5589 
yards,  323  rolls,  1  box,  and  4  bundles  of  bandages, 
127  boxes  of  lint,  and  a  grsjat  number  and  variety  of 
other  articles,  including  pin-cushions,  wines,  jellies, 
pictures,  newspapers,  books,  etc  A  children's  lint 
society  was  also  kept  up  during  the  war,  alternating 
its  meetings  at  the  different  homes  of  the  children. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  who  enlisted 
Fall  River  during  the  late  war  of  the  Rebellion: 


A  lift  ml.  Charlre  F. 
Allen,  Theort.iT*  II. 
A  Hon,  CWImC. 
Anthony,  Charles  W. 
Anderson,  Andrew. 
Anderson,  John. 
AdMM,  Willi. m 


Aoelln,  William  U. 
All.ro,  Gardner  0. 
Alchorn.Qanrice. 
Alhm,  Gharlee  K. 
Altitun,  Oaorg*. 
Don.  John  a 

it,  Nathan  K. 
rl  L 


Anderson.  John. 


F. 


AMrich,  Analtlel. 


Borden,  Arthur  R. 

rB. 

iT. 
•  T. 


A  nd  ran,  1 
Austin.  1 
A»h,  Thomas. 
A  Men,  Frederick  U. 
Albert,  Richard  W. 
Ardean,  William. 
Ardean,  Thomas 
Andarson,  James. 
Allen, Theodore  A. 
Adnata,  French  M. 
Albert.  James. 
AlMnaon,  James. 
Allen,  Ceuifs  t. 
Alchorn,  Gsorwe.Jr. 
Arnold,  Ollbert  D. 
Adams,  William. 
Albro,  George  F. 


Braaiwood.  William. 
Baldwin,  Amna. 
Brtghtman,  James  L. 
Brad  jr.  Martin. 
Bra j  toil,  Thomas  L. 
Brown,  Oeors;e  W. 
Bollock,  Jess*  D. 
D« IT1  li Ion,  Israel. 
Brlflitman,  Henry  W. 
Borrows,  Isaac  H. 
Blsrlow,  l.ucl  us  T. 
Brocklsbnrst,  John. 
Bullock,  Johr. 
Brown,  William  A. 
Brim,  Andrew  J. 

ill 


Digitized  by  Google 


366 


HISTORY  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Bulger,  Joarph. 


Brow,  Aarxw,  Jr. 
Drown,  Robert  A. 
Benlley,  George. 
Burt,  Cbarlaa  A. 
Borden,  Clark  P. 
Booth,  Oevrge. 
Back,  John  1. 
Brady,  Jamaa. 
Booth,  Richard. 
Betuun,  Jamea  T. 
Baeeelt,  IlUury. 

I  J. 


Borden,  John  A. 
Bock  I  in,  0  aorta  W. 
Bnjrlgo,  Stephen  P. 
Buwera,  Jueeph. 
Bohan,  Jamaa. 
Bradbury,  William. 
Unrar,  Frauk  K. 
Bakar.  Alt  ram  M. 
Bradley,  Darin. 
Bar  ear,  Jeramiah  D. 
Bralay,  Sierra  L, 
Brlgbliaen,  William  B. 
Borden,  Ohnrln.0. 


Butterwurth,  Jama* 
BrOMtbant,  Charla.  M . 
Bort,  Benjamin  T. 


Dowdea,  Joaaph . 

Burt,  Ichabod  B. 

Borden,  Tboanaa  Lawranca. 

Blaka,  Richard. 

Babbitt,  Kdward  P. 

li .M I rr,  Henry. 

Bun*,  John. 


B. 
B. 


William. 

John. 


Don) an,  rranklla. 


Booth,  William. 
Borden,  Tuoouf  J. 
Bakar,  William  B. 
Bufflnton,  Cbarlaa. 
Brlghlroan, Gharlaa  I. 
Howler,  George. 
Ii,  Jueeph. 
»n,  William. 
Bonrna,  Juerpb. 
Boaran,  Jueeph. 
Bridge,  Jainee. 
Ball,  Cbartaa  B. 
Browuell,  William  T. 
Bo  roan,  Gaorfe  H. 
Brig,.,  Na 


*,  Bphmlm. 
Bouotar,  Datld  S. 
Borden,  Prince  H. 
Bowara,  Alfred. 
Braytoa,  Jamaa. 
Brightman,  I'erei  0. 
Bath,  Ollrer  P. 
Herure,  Joe*pa. 
Bey  ilea,  Oeorge. 
Hoyden,  Jueeph  C. 
Browurll,  Chariru. 
Brady,  Tboiaiha. 
a,  Banjamln  P. 

a,  Albart  T. 


Brbtge,  Cliariaa  B. 
Brtgga,  Oeorge  W. 
Brown,  Waltar. 
Bruwn,  William  J. 
Baldwin,  Cbarlaa  B. 
Brow,  Wlllkwn  U. 
Bttgblmau,  Sheffield. 
Boy  n tun,  Jamaa  A. 
Brlgge,  William  A. 
Duma,  Coarad. 
Bunia,  Jamaa. 
llraatliu,  Jamaa. 
llarklaahaw,  John. 
Baciaatl.  Hanry. 
Drayton,  Jamaa. 

lU. 


Canuran,  Juhu. 
Cnnaliiibani, 
Coyl*.  Thome*. 
Cobb,  Julio  P. 
,  Jamaa. 


Chace,  And  raw  J 

Cbece,  II I  ram. 
Conuatly, 
Carr,  Oaorga  A. 


Cnlruon,  Jamaa  T. 
Carroll,  llrnry. 
Chace,  Joaaph  H. 
Checa,  Philip. 
Cuetello,  Patrick. 
Campbell,  John  & 
Clark,  Jamaa. 
Coiilay,  Tlmulhy. 
Cruwtber,  Jamaa. 
Ooanall,  Cbarlaa. 
Culllna,  Julia  E. 
Cook,  Horace  M. 
Cutting,  Oeorge  B. 


Cl*pp,  Ovitii 
Uhcee,  Hiram,  Jr. 
Culamau,  Jobn. 
Churchill,  Joalali  8. 
Carr,  Julin. 
Cualiuiau,  Nalaon. 
Cablll,  Tbumaa  U 
Chaca,  Bay  I  lea  B. 
Cbaca,  Joaaph  A. 
Cochrane,  Denial. 
Cuprlaud,  Cbarlaa  D. 
Crrighlou,  Tbumaa  J. 
Clark,  Uanry. 
Clarkeon,  Kdwla. 
Ooggaaball.  Kduiund  D. 

•  N. 


Cameron,  John  A. 
Caah,  William. 
Crowley.  Patrick. 
Clark  aim,  Theniae. 
Cbeee,  Philip. 
Cunedy,  William  J. 
Cot ga a,  Jamaa. 
Curry,  Michael.  . 
Ctirran,  Jamaa. 
Coidiucly,  Tbumaa  R 
Catlar,  laraal. 
Coouur,  Deuula. 

CuOgWII,  J  i  Mr  j  ill  , 

Cur™ ran,  Tbumaa. 
Canady,  William  B. 
Cbaca,  William  H. 
CUmpball,  Alexander. 


Cook,  Henry  Clay. 
Cbaca,  Ororge  II. 
Cvnaall,  Paler. 
Cbughlln,  Mkbaal. 
Cbappall,  Augiiataa  0, 
Cuahlag.  WHUau  II. 
Carey.  Job  8. 


attry. 
Currity,  DaaleL 
Coaitivay,  Timothy. 
Crow  lay,  Timothy. 
Cook,  Knua  A. 
Conruy,  Michael. 
Carey,  Bartholomew  J. 
Conway,  Philip. 
Callahan,  Jeremiah 
Carroll,  Jamra. 
Cbrlalla,  Jamaa 
CUrk,  Jamaa. 
Clerk,  Ah 


Car al !*< ,  Walter  8. 
Ooaway,  Philip. 
Ornery,  Prank. 
Oouway,  Juhn. 
Curkaay,  Michael 
Cruty,  Maui  lea. 
Church,  Ueorge  J. 
Cariigaii,  John. 
Olauey,  Juaeph. 


Darle,  Anthony. 
INcklueou,  Jutia. 
Harul,  Uandar  A. 
Dunn,  William  A. 
Dunning,  Kbaa  It 
Decke'rloa,  William. 

Dwlght,  Kugrua. 

I  lark,  Kdward  K. 
Parle,  Otto  U. 
Doane,  Henry. 
Hun  In m,  lchabod  II. 
Darta,  Hubert  P. 
Duuahoe,  Willbua. 
I>anu,  CJmrlee. 
Dyer,  Kdwln  J. 

.Patrick. 


Douurau.  John. 
Duckworth,  Jamaa. 
Dunbar.  William. 
Bunnell,  Beojainlu. 
Downing,  June.  II. 
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Dollafd,  Garret. 
I  i.T  II  i.i,.  William, 
IM11n.gr.  Jam  re  h. 
PI  ion,  Jamee. 

I  H>I  Diail,  Joeepll. 

Imrfce,  «aniae]  T. 
1 >ai 1 ,  i  v- .  John  A. 
lMvol,  John  N. 
Parol,  Juhn,  Jr. 

Dn^Mi  r. 

Parle.  John  P. 
Itamiran,  Edward  M. 

I  '„  '[,■!■■  I  I  IV 

Pnlan,  Andrew. 
Dowlra,  William. 

Dillon.  J«l.n. 


Imtl«.  William  L. 
Bel.ney.J. 
Ponn,  John. 


P.icen,  John. 
[Indian,  John  K. 
Diitally.  John  J. 
Doyle,  Michael. 
Dailey,  Thome*. 
Dwigtil,  Pelola. 
Pnrfre,  Joeeph. 

Duffy,  >.  ['■'.  ird, 

Pile,  oil,  Edward  0. 
Putfae,  Andrew. 
Pwrtey,  Thorn**. 
Prrnnan,  Klclwni. 
Iv.1j.ii,  Cbtrin. 
lHxon,  Thome*. 
Dean,  George  D. 
Prennan,  John. 
Dimnran,  Timothy, 
i  i-  a  t  i  v,  John. 


P.il-r.  Archibald  D. 
IhtrK  Albert. 
Parle,  Alonso  II. 
I>nll*y,  Juhn. 
I>rnn*n,  John  0. 
Perine,  John, 
peemond,  Dennl*. 
Poherty,  Thome*. 
I i- 1, .'i  l>  ,  Philip. 
IvoiRlirriy.  Hngh. 
Driacoll,  Daniel 
DflWlW,  MM«el. 
iHigan,  Michael. 

I »,,  i:',,,,  J  -lui 
I>,wiilnc,  Thome*. 
Pnlley.  Thorn**. 
Pewiro,  John. 
Pewlre,  Patrick. 
Dorman,  John. 


Dnrla.Alr.aH. 
pari*.  William. 
Pearden,  Jemea. 
Paley,  John, 
proyar,  Thome*. 
lVwnoml,  Humphrey. 


Delaney, 
Pnrfar,  Richard. 
Eddy,  Jaaaa  P. 
Kiel.rer,  Frederick  0, 
Dabrer,  Edwin  P. 
Eaton,  Jnatah  J. 
Ealoa,  Ilanry  A. 
Emmer,  John  B. 
RtalTar,  Alrnania  S. 
Krone,  Jamaa. 
Kaatliani,  William. 
Emereon,  William 
Edge.  Samuel. 
Klabrer,  Joeeph  K. 
England,  George. 
Emery,  Benjamin. 

K.wj.j.»«a 

Eaalon,  Aleiaridar  D. 

iB. 


Flah,  Juhn  R. 

Flnneran,  John. 
Ki  •■- r .  Jamaa, 
Farrar,  I'm l<-V  F. 
Karnswvrth,  Henry. 
Flaherty,  Jamaa. 
Fleet,  George. 
Fitigerald,  Jamaa. 
Field,  Daniel  U. 
Foley,  Juhn. 
Flinnmary,  Thomas. 
Fraiicfa,  Ana  B. 
Ftynn,  Nleholaa. 
y  1 " 1 ,  NathaaleL 
flake,  Benjamin  I. 
Flltgibbona,  Thomaa. 
Fielding  Robert. 
Farren,  P.  Ilanry  8. 


Francl*.  William. 
Folger.  OarM  J. 
Flaherty,  John. 
Fay,  Edward  A. 
Piilee,  Jama*. 
Fliiley,  William. 
French,  William  II. 
Fatter,  John. 
Fitaaimmnite,  Martin. 
Freeborn,  Orlln  J. 
rieM,  Charlea  P. 
Freeloee,  Henry  B. 
Faftan,  Robert. 
Frailer,  Thomas. 
Franklin,  George  A. 
Prawley,  Henry. 
Flah,  Joeepli  II. 
Fatit.nnk,  George  O. 
Ferguson,  Andrew. 


Flab.  Aa.  F. 


Krawtey,  John. 
Fielding,  Michael. 
Fleet,  John. 
Ford,  John  W. 
Flah,  William. 
Fleh,  Andrew  K. 
Fl.h,  William  E. 

ill. 


rW. 
h,  John  It. 
il. 

Oeny,  Benjamin  F. 
Greene,  John  B, 
Gregory,  Robert. 
Oerry,  Nathaniel. 
GlSord,  George  W. 
Grimehaw,  John. 
'  I i  -  Waller  S. 
Galilean,  Bartley. 
Orlnnell,  Richard. 
Ouslln,  John. 
Grinned,  William  T. 
Carrey,  Andrew. 


Hoar,  Charlea  P. 


Greene,  Daniel, 
Oreew,  Joaeph. 


Goelln.  Jamaa. 
(Ileeawn,  Jamaa. 
Gayman,  Michael. 
Gordon.  Charles. 
OriHIn.  Thomaa. 
Garaey,  Jolm. 
Gordlrr,  John. 
Griffiths,  Thome*  W. 
Grin  nail,  Jamaa  E. 
Oilnrd,  Jamaa  F. 
Gregory,  Jamaa. 
Grsenhalgb,  Joeeph. 
Grady,  Michael. 
,  Patrlek. 


Perid  S. 


Gray,  Edward  M. 
Oannon,  Thomaa. 
Gannlng,  Thomaa. 
Clnord,  Joeeph  P. 
Gilford,  A I  manna  P. 
Greene,  Cornellna, 
Greene,  Daniel  S. 
Gooiller,  Bamoal. 
GiBuad,  Aaa  W. 
Oerry,  Charlea. 
Glenenn,  Danlal. 
Oof/,  William  P. 
Hayden,  Prank  B. 
Halt,  Charlaa. 
Harding,  Chrt 
Herin,  Patrick. 
HIM,  William. 
Ilampaon,  Willi 
Harding,  Lawn 


ilmaa,  Pater  A. 
HadSeld,  1 
Hathaway,  1 
Uarrlhaa,  1 
nolelionae,  Jamaa. 
Holahonee,  Joha. 
Harding,  Jamee. 


Hamldln,  Willi, m. 
Harriaon,  Joeeph. 
Hoar,  John. 
Hanly,  Michael. 
Haggerty.  Jaaaa. 
Hedge,  Mortimer. 
Hearya,  Wllllaat. 
ll'jamer,  Jamee  L. 
Hart,  Ferdinand  B. 
Itaggerty,  John. 
Iloraman,  John. 
Horeman,  Fraad*. 
Hart,  laaac  L. 
Hill.  Joeeph. 
nnbbard,  Rowell. 
RajMon,  Tllomaa. 
ninekley,  Baaiaat  B. 


Harrington,  John. 
Haywood,  A  beam. 
Illgham,  William. 
Halmer,  Theodora. 
Haley,  Jeremiah  C. 
Hunt.  Albert  B. 
Harding,  Cliarlea. 
Hohlen,  George. 
Holland,  Daniel. 
Uolley,  William. 
Handy,  J«ha. 
Harrlngfan,  J 
Hayea,  John. 
Haatia,  William  A. 
Hill,  Thomaa. 
Hill,  Charles  P. 
narrlngto,,.  Mark. 


Holloway,  Abnun  P. 
Holland,  Cornelia*. 
Hill.  Uander  M. 
.  Howard,  Oileer  II.  P. 
Hathaway,  Thomaa  8. 
Hathaway,  Charlea  W. 
IlalUworth,  Jama*. 
HaiM»n,  Philip. 
Harrey,  John. 
Harrington,  Jamee, 
Ilayaa,  Patrick. 
Ilarrll,  Abraham. 
Hathaway,  Henry  W. 
Haaly,  Timothy. 
Henry,  Jamaa. 
Ulbbart,  William, 
nynea,  John. 


lloremaa,  Joseph. 

Uarroll,  Richard. 
Hamilton,  Jama*. 
Illllard,Oacara, 
Hargraaaaj,  William. 

IW. 
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Hallr.,,, 
H«nlu f  lua,  Jul.  u. 
Illgnaj,  Kd.anl 
Harrington,  William  B. 
Ilaakall,  Tbomaa  H.  B. 
Uaggarty,  Patrick, 
ilaatboroa,  William. 
Hmtlay,  Dark!  A. 
Haolgan,  J«ra.a. 
Horn*,  MleUaal. 

Hull., id,  MiCBMl. 

Holland,  ft^i*"  c 

llollry,  Patrick. 


Illlloa.  Francia. 
H.Kln.ll,  Philip. 
Hut  rlii|tti.ii,  Danlal, 
1 1  nn  In  •  ,  J  miiw 

lUaktun,  mint*. 
llablit,  William. 
Hamilton,  Hugh. 
Haauro,  Patrick. 
1  Iu«  it  J.  William. 
Haaljr,  William. 
Howe,  Frank, 
llaawell,  (Jeorga. 
Hicka,  Cuarlaa  H. 
Uoeford.  Paler  F. 
Hawklna,  Cliarlaa. 


oa.. 
John,  Oawrgo. 
Jonea,  Cbarlaa  E. 
Jeaulnga,  Tbomaa  J. 
JeUBlnga,  Ooraallai  D. 
Jordan,  Jamcm. 
Jameaou,  John. 
Julie*.  Charlta. 
JtMira,  Robert. 
Jobuaun,  Waltar. 
Johnaon,  Ja 


Kallli,  CHarlea. 
Kallh.  Ebaoeaar. 
KhIi,  Patrick. 
Karogh,  John. 
Kay,  BaluL. 

K  i'ii  :1m  k  ,  John  II. 

Keodrick,  Mlcbaal. 
Karabaw,  Saaiual. 

K  .  Uli ,  M  .1 II  c  T 

Kallh,  Bnmuer. 
Kanaj,  Thome*. 


■Hi, 
Kellrkar 
Kay,  Julio 
Kay.  Tnemea. 
Kenny,  Lawrence. 
K.u»l,.r,  Joba  11. 
k..i i j ,  Tbomaa. 
Kelly,  Jamaa. 
Keiidrick,  Jcre 
Krlly,  Kclii.nl. 
Kendriek.  John. 
Kelly,  Tbomaa  II 


Kelly,  Tlim-thy 
Keeling,  Wllllaa. 
Ken.,  Jeremiah. 
Kaol,CbaBO.II«r. 
Klngaley,  George  F. 
Klrliy.  Joeepb  D. 
Kailb,  Tanlerq. 
Kelly.  Juki.. 
Kalljr,  Patrick. 
Kelly,  Michael. 
Kelly.  Kdward. 
Kalljr.  Jul. n, 
Klng.SyWaeter. 
KnraUmt,  William. 
Keith,  Topley  a 
Knee,  George. 


Uli  Alexander. 
Lolla,  Itobart. 
Lennaghaa,  John. 
La  Muoyoo,  uiu  W. 
Leonard,  Tbomaa. 
). ••«!■,  Tboaiaa. 
Lawrauce,  John. 

I.**  li  ,    J'..T  |  I' 

La  cabin.  Aimer  K. 
Lyone,  Patrick. 
Laary,  Janiaa 


Lincoln,  Da»ld  B. 
IawIom.  Juaapb. 


,  Janice. 


lord,  George. 

bMfccBj  Jul.  I,  II. 

Lerally,  Benjamin  ' 
I..  «rj ,  Jamaa. 
Led.  lib,  Jamaa. 
Laarla,  Lalhrop  M. 
Lyone,  Joba. 
Lewln,  Uaorga  W. 
Ltwta,  Thouioe  K 
Lludeey,  Cynaa  W. 
Law  la,  Tliuuiee. 
Llnahna,  Danlal. 
Lynch,  Patrick. 


Lawrence,  Jamaa. 
Lawrence,  William. 
Langlay,  Uanry. 
Loibron,  Cyraa  4. 
Lathar,  Kban,  Jr. 
Lcaarrcaca,  Albart  il 
Laary,  Tbomaa. 
Laary,  John. 
Lynch,  Joka. 
Leery,  John. 
Lelcy,  Anlliooy. 
Ixcaadala,  Jamaa. 
Lawie,  Joarph. 

iB. 


Marral.  Kdward  T. 
Martin,  Frank. 
McQalllaa,  Juaatiii. 
Malolie,  Pvlar. 
Mancbaalar,  William  C. 
Mnrfiliy,  Tliuniat. 
Mai  liar,  Ju-o|d,. 
Mltchall,  I'eleg. 
HI  neeon,  Tbomaa. 
Murphy,  John. 
Mather,  Tbomaa. 
M.li.ciiay,  William. 
Mancbaalar,  I-orruui  D. 
Mcleod,  WiUtam. 

Monroe,  J. ill  li  U. 

Mather,  Joarph. 
Monk.,  Majur. 
Murm,  Ainlmw. 


McCarty,  beanie. 
Mourebouee,  Benin  el. 
McMenormy,  John  P. 
Muipby,  Timothy. 
Meadowcrolt,  Kdward. 
McKally,  Patrick. 
Malady,  George. 
Mallur,  Jamaa 
McCluekay,  Tbomaa. 
Moirlaon,  John. 
Mahouay.  Will,,,,,,  o. 
McA<ri,y,  Mlcbaal. 
McAlllatar,  UtL 
M  ...  i  John  L. 


Mur|iby,  Dannie  B. 
Maloaa,  llanry. 
Mallhwa,  John. 
Marllu,  Uaorga. 
Mar.,  Kauben. 
Martm,  Peter, 
Motlramm,  Julia. 
MuFarleiid,  "1  'In  niea. 
Mtkauuy,  rVllx,  Jr. 
Mci>rruH>tt,  TUoraae. 
Mi  IH.ic.IJ,  Dan  1,1. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

NATHAN [KI,  BniOQ8  D0UDKN. 

Mr.  Borden  wua  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  gener- 
ation of  Richard  Borden,  who  came  from  England  in 
1635,  and  settled  in  1638  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  The 
first  English  ancestor  was  trom  Bourdon  nay,  in  Nor- 
mandy, and  came  to  England  as  a  soldier  under  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror.  After  the  hatlle  of  Hastings 
(a. t>.  1066)  he  was  assigned  lands  in  the  couuty  of 
Kent,  where  the  family  subsequently  became  wealthy 
and  influential,  and  the  village  where  they  resided 
was  named  Borden. 

Early  in  the  seventeenth  century  John  Borden  re- 
moved to  Wales,  where  his  sons  Richard  and  John 
were  married,  and  after  they  had  returned  to  thuir 
native  town  of  Borden,  in  England,  they  embarked 
for  America  in  May,  1635.  The  line  of  descent  from 
Richard  Borden,  the  first  American  ancestor,  and  from 
whom  probably  all  of  that  name  in  this  vicinity  de- 
scended, is  as  follows:  Richard1,  John*,  Richard', 
Joseph4,  Abraham*,  Simeon*  Nathaniel  B.' 

Nathaniel  Briggs  Bordcu  was  born  April  16,  1801. 
in  Freetown,  in  that  portion  thereof  subsequently  set 
ofT  and  incorporated  into  a  se|tarale  township  by  the 
name  of  Fall  River,  and  he  died  in  Fall  River,  April 
10, 1866,  being  five  days  less  than  sixty-four  years  old. 
He  was  born  in  the  house  which  stood  formerly  on 
the  west  side  of  South  Main  Street,  south  of  what  is 
now  Pocaaset  Street,  and  nearly  opposite  the  south 
end  of  the  present  Pocaaset  Mill.  The  house  had  a 
local  celebrity  from  the  fact  that  two  British  soldiers 
were  shot  and  killed  at  ils  eastern  door  when  the 
British  made  their  attack  upon  the  village  during  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Simeon  Borden,  his  father,  was  also  born  in  Free- 
town in  1759,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until 
1806,  when  he  removed  to  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  where  he 
died  Nov.  27,  1811.  He  was  a  .man  of  generous  im- 
pulses, possessed  of  a  strong  mind,  and  largely  in- 
terested in  the  water-power  at  Fall  River.  The 
mother  of  Nathaniel,  Amey  Borden,  nit  Amey  Briggs, 
was  Mid  to  have  been  a  woman  of  sterling  trait*  of 
character  and  superior  business  qualifications.  She 
was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  Troy  Cot- 
ton and  Woolen  Manufactory,  one  of  the  earliest  and 
largest  manufacturing  establishments  in  Fall  River, 
then  called  Troy,  incorporated  in  1814.  In  consider- 
ation of  a  grant  to  the  company  of  the  laud  aud  upper 
fall,  upon  which  the  mill  was  located,  and  by 
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it  obtained  a  relative  control  of  the  whole  water- 
power,  she  received  eleven  of  the  one  hundred  shares 
constituting  it*  capital  stock.  She  died  May  2G, 
1817,  leaving  five  children,  of  whom  Nathaniel  was 
the  fourth. 

Nathaniel  wns  hut  Hve  year*  of  age  when  his  father 
removed  to  Tiverton,  and  only  ten  when  he  died. 
The  greater  part  of  his  youth  was  spent  there,  upon 
(ho  farm  at  what  was  called  Nana  Quaket.  During 
the  winter  months  he  attended  the  country  school, 
and  assisted  upon  the  farm  the  rest  of  the  year.  His 
mother  sought  to  give  him  n  liberal  education,  and 
for  this  purpose  sent  him  to  the  Plainficld  Academy 
in  Connecticut,  hut  as  she  died  when  he  was  only  six- 
teen years  of  age  this  project  had  to  he  abandoned, 
ami  he  returned  homo  to  enter  thus  early  upon  the 
busy  conflict  of  life.  Although  his  school  education 
was  indeed  meagre,  young  Nathaniel  made  the  !>est 
use  of  his  opportunities,  and  his  great  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  government  of  the  then  infant  republic, 
kindled  nncw  by  his  boyhood  knowledge  of  the  second 
war,  led  him  to  read  and  study  well  the  best  authors 
on  government,  paying  particular  attention  to  the 
writings  ami  speeches  of  the  statesmen  of  all  coun- 
tries, especially  to  those  of  the  fathers  of  our  country. 

Having  previously  removed  from  Tiverton  to  Fall 
Uiver,  Mr.  Burden  associated  himself  with  others  in 
purchasing  several  mill-sites  and  adjoining  lands,  in- 
cluding the  falls  just  west  of  Main  Street,  where  the 
Oraiiitc  lllock  and  Pocassct  Mills  now  stand.  On 
the  Ifitll  of  August,  1821,  these  associates  held  a  meet- 
ing and  organized  its  the  PocasHet  Manufacturing 
Company.  Mr.  Horden,  though  but  a  few  months 
over  twenty  years  of  age,  was  chosen  clerk  and  treas- 
urer of  the  corporation,  and  continued  to  hold  these 
responsible  positions  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
owners  until  January,  1838,  when  he  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  the  pressure  of  public  duties  devolving  upon 
him  as  a  memltcr  of  Congress.  The  I'ocassel  Manu- 
facturing Company,  after  its  organisation,  proceeded 
at  once  to  develop  its  property,  voting  at  first  to  erect 
a  grist-mill,  but  subsequently  changing  its  plans, 
erected  what  was  known  as  the  Old  Bridge  Mill, 
which  was  built  of  stone,  one  hundred  feet  by  forty 
feel,  three  stories  high,  and  stood  just  north  of  the 
stream  in  front  of  the  present  Granite  Block,  on  ter- 
ritory subsequently  taken  by  the  town  in  the  widen- 
ing and  straightening  of  Main  8treet.  It  seems  to 
have  been  one  of  the  main  purposes  of  the  Poeasset 
Company  in  those  days  to  encourage  small  manufac- 
turers, and  to  this  end  it  erected  buildings  succes- 
sively for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  which  were  leased  to 
other  parties.  In  1825  the  Satinet  Mill,  so  called, 
was  erected.  In  1826  a  stone  building  was  erected  on 
the  site  of  the  present  engine-room  and  picker-room 
of  the  Poeasset  Mill,  where  the  old  Quequcchau 
Mill  formerly  atood.  The  next  year  still  another 
atone  building  was  put  up,  which  was  afterwards 
known  as  the  Maasasolt,  and  now  as  the  Watuppa 


Mill.  All  the  above  buildings  were  let,  the  latter — 
which  was  thought  to  be  so  large  that  no  one  firm 
would  want  the  whole  of  it,  and  consequently  was 
built  with  a  partition  wall  in  its  centre  and  two  wheel- 
pita— being  leased  as  a  whole  for  fifteen  years  to  that 
young  master  busineas-spirit  of  the  time,  Holder 
Horden.  In  this  way  the  Pocaaaet  Company  fostered 
the  early  manufacturing  enterprises  of  the  town. 

And  thus  Mr.  Borden,  though  scarcely  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  was  continuously  engaged  in  building 
operations,  whether  of  dwellings,  factories,  or  work- 
shops, in  leasing  the  same,  and  in  buying  and  con- 
veying real  estate. 

In  1825,  Mr.  Borden,  with  others,  obtained  acts  of 
incorporation  from  the  Legislatures  of  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island  as  the  Watuppa  Reservoir  Com- 
pany, authorized  to  build  a  dam  and  make  reserves 
of  water  in  the  Watuppa  Ponds  while  yet  the  dam- 
ages for  flowing  the  surrounding  lands  would  be  in- 
considerable, and  realizing,  it  may  be  hoped,  that 
some  of  the  waters  then  in  the  ponds  would  ere  long 
be  wanted  to  quench  the  thirst  of  the  population  of 
the  great  and  prosperous  city  that  they  conceived 
would  grow  up  and  occupy  the  territory  between  the 
ponds  and  Mount  Hope  Buy. 

A  man  of  largo  capacity,  thus  early  schooled  in 
taking  responsible  positions  in  the  management  of 
manifold  industries,  Mr.  Borden's  advice  and  aid 
were  largely  sought  and  highly  appreciated. 

He  was  for  many  years  in  local  public  life  as  town 
clerk,  selectman,  assessor,  and  highway  surveyor,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  serve  the 
public  when  called  upon  to  occupy  any  official  posi- 
tion for  which  he  was  qualified. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature  in  1831,  1834,  1851,  and  1864, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  1845  and  1847. 

At  the  time  of  the  agitation  of  Freemasonry  and 
Anti-Masonry  he  took  decided  grounds  against  secret 
institutions  in  a  free  country,  believing  them  to  be 
unnecessary  and  of  no  practical  use 'in  a  country 
where  the  government  is  the  people.  Identified  with 
the  manufacturing  interests  from  association  and  busi- 
ness, he  acted  in  tho  earlier  part  of  his  adult  life  with 
the  National  Republican  party,  until  the  time  when 
the  Masonic  question  became  a  distinct  issue,  and 
then,  as  heretofore  stated,  he  was  found  opposed  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  advocated  for  those 
times  a  protective  but  not  a  stimulative  tarifT,  be- 
lieving that  capital  should  be  left  free  to  invigorate 
all  the  industrial  interests  of  the  country.  He  was 
prominent  among  the  early  and  personal  friends  of 
the  slave,  and  made  his  house  an  asylum  for  the  fugi- 
tives, many  of  whom  he  assisted,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, on  their  way  to  Canada  and  freedom.  In 
1834,  at  a  time  when  it  was  fashionable  to  mob  abol- 
itionists, he  opened  the  Washington  School-House, 
then  his  private  property,  in  which  to  form  an  anti- 
slavery  society. 
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In  the  winter  of  1833  3-1  the  questions  of  the  re- 
charter  of  the  United  Slates  Bank  and  the  removal  of 
the  deposits  were  prominent  subjects  of  public  and 
private  discussion,  and  Mr.  Borden  was  found  nearly 
in  harmony  with  the  Jackson  party  upon  those  ques- 
tions. This  led  to  his  nomination  as  representative 
to  Congress  in  the  full  of  1834,  and  he  was  supported 
by  both  the  Anti-Masonic  and  Jacksoniun  parties  fur 
that  position.  It  was  u  spirited  contest,  and  he  was 
not  elected  until  the  third  trial,  being  the  first  citizen 
of  Fall  River  ever  chosen  to  said  office.  In  183(5  he 
was  re-elected  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Congress  by  an 
overwhelming  vote.  The  Twenty-fourth  Congress 
comprised  the  last  two  years  of  the  administration  of 
Gen.  Jackson,  and  the  Twenty-fifth  the  first  half  of 
the  administration  of  Martin  Van  Buren  ;  and  besides 
the  bank  question,  the  tarifT  questions,  and  the  em- 
barrassing questions  of  finance  incident  to  the  period 
of  the  most  disastrous  financial  crisis  through  which 
the  country  has  ever  passed,  the  slavery  question 
was  even  then  dominant,  and  began  to  assume  por- 
tentous magnitude.  New  Territories  were  being  ac- 
quired, and  new  States  were  knockiug  at  the  door  of 
the  Union,  and  in  every  instance  the  battle  had  to 
be  fought  over  again  whether  they  should  be  admitted 
unless  their  constitutions  prohibited  slavery.  The  pro- 
slavery  party  were  seeking  to  annex  Texas  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  it  up  into  slave  States,  and  the  anti- 
slavery  people  of  the  North  were  pouring  in  a  multitude 
of  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  only  to  be 
jeered  at,  and  met  by  Congress  with  a  rule  that  upon 
their  presentation  "all  such  petitions,  without  further 
action,  should  be  laid  on  the  table  without  being  de- 
bated, printed,  or  referred."  To  Mr.  Borden,  whose 
heart  was  so  earnest  in  the  anti-slavery  cause,  it  was 
a  source  of  great  satisfaction  Uiat  in  this  severe  con- 
flict, in  influence,  in  committee,  and  in  vote,  if  not  in 
debate,  he  was  privileged  to  participate  in  the  support 
of  the  "  old  man  eloquent"  in  his  triumphant  battle 
for  the  right  of  petition.  With  him  were  such  men 
as  Joshua  R.  Giddiugs  and  Stephen  C.  Phillips  and 
Levi  Lincoln  and  George  N.  Briggs  and  Richard 
Fletcher  nnd  William  B.  Calhoun,  whoso  numes 
might  well  have  been  stereotyped  into  the  multitude 
roll-calls,  always  in  favor  of  the  right  of  petition. 

In  the  election  of  1838,  in  consequence  of  some 
modifications  in  his  views  relative  to  the  United 
SuteB  Bank,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  finan- 
cial distress  of  the  country,  and  his  entire  want  of 
sympathy  with  the  administration  of  Van  Buren,  aud 
possibly  his  extreme  anti-slavery  principles,  Mr. 
Borden  wus  defeated,  and  the  Hon.  Henry  Williams,  I 
of  Taunton,  elected. 

But  in  1840,  Mr.  Borden's  friends  again  rallied  to 
his  support  and  elected  him  to  the  Twenty-seventh  ' 
Congress,  covering  the  period  of  the  first  half  of  the 
term  for  which  President  Hurrison  was  elected,  but 
who,  unfortunately  for  the  country,  soon  died,  and 
wan  succeeded  by  Vice-President  Tyler,  for  whose 


administration  no  party  seems  to  have  had  respect. 
Again  the  great  struggle  between  slavery  and  freedom 
for  the  colored  race  was  renewed,  and  while  even 
then  the  pro-slavery  party  in  Congress  were  plotting 
the  destruction  of  the  government,  John  Quiucy 
Adams  wus  threatened  with  expulsion  by  the  House 
for  presenting  the  petitions  of  the  womeu  of  Massa- 
chusetts praying  for  the  peaceable  dissolution  of  the 
Union.  Again  Mr.  Borden  was  only  too  glad  to  be 
there  and  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  Mr.  Adams, 
whom  he  loved  and  venerated,  until,  after  one  of  the 
most  stormy  conflicts,  of  eleven  days'  duration,  such 
m  even  "  our  stormy  hall  of  legislation"  has  rarely  wit- 
nessed, the  heroic  old  man's  complete  vindication 
'  and  victory  came,  his  assailants  being  discomfited 
!  and  vanquished,  and  their  resolution  ignominiously 
I  laid  upon  the  table. 

At  the  close  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Congress,  Mr. 
!  Borden  declined  a  reuomiuation.  As  a  legislator  he 
,  had  extensive  practical  knowledge,  a  cool,  deliberate 
judgment,  and  a  firm  pur|»ose  to  do  what  he  believed 
to  be  right  regurdless  of  personal  or  political  conse- 
quences to  himself.  His  convictions  of  duty  were 
ever  in  advance  of  any  real  or  supposed  interests  that 
were  merely  personal. 

Mr.  Borden  was  a  large  owner  of  real  estate,  a  good 
deal  of  which  was  situated  in  the  very  centre  of  the 
town,  and  when  the  great  fire  of  1843  visited  the  vil- 
lage he  was  one  of  the  largest  sufferers,  having  eleven 
buildings  consumed,  the  loss  of  which  wus  severely 
felt.  His  private  residence  on  Second  Street,  nearly 
opposite  the  point  where  the  fire  started,  was  saved 
by  the  exertions  of  friends  and  ueighl>orn,  and  was 
hospitably  thrown  open  to  those  who  hud  beeu  less 
fortunate.  Although  somewhat  disheartened  his 
spirits  rallied,  and  by  the  advice  and  encouragement 
of  his  friends  he  immediately  set  about  rebuilding  in 
earnest. 

In  1845  the  Fall  River  Railroad  was  opened  as  far 
as  Myricks,  and  the  next  year  it  was  extended  to 
South  Braintree,  connecting  there  with  the  Old  Col- 
ony Railroad.  In  1847,  Mr.  Borden  was  choren  presi- 
dent, which  position  he  held  until  I  S'i4,  when  the 
Full  River  Railroad  wus  consolidated  with  the  Old 
Colony  Ruilroud,  a  measure  to  which  he  wus  opiumed 
us  being  nguinst  the  best  interests  of  Full  River. 
During  his  connection  with  the  ruilroud  the  Fall 
River  gtcamliout  line  to  New  York  was  established, 
which  mlded  largely  to  his  labors.  Mr.  Borden  cur- 
ried to  this  position  the  bene  lit-  of  his  large  experi- 
ence, sound  judgment,  aud  practical  knowledge,  and 
discharged  its  duties  with  his  accustomed  real  and 
efficiency. 

During  the  session  of  the  State  Legislature  in  18A1, 
the  long  aud  memorable  contest  for  the  election  of  a 
senator  in  Congress  arose,  wherein  Robert  C.  Win- 
thrup  and  Charles  Sumner  were  the  leading  candi- 
dates. Mr.  Borden  wus  chosen  to  the  Legislature  on 
the  Whig  ticket,  and  to  deal  justly  by  his  supporters 
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lie  continued  to  vote  for  his  old  friend  and  colleague 
in  Congress,  Mr.  Wintlirop,  until  by  town  meeting 
and  by  petitions  from  the  people  of  hi*  district,  it 
appeared  that  n  large  majority  were  in  favor  of  Sum- 
ner, whereupon  he  changed  his  vote,  and  has  the  | 
credit  of  casting  the  one  ballot  which  secured  Sum- 
ner's election.  As  was  natural,  Mr.  Dordcn's  course 
was  considerably  criticised  at  the  time,  he  was 
hlamrd  for  overlooking  party  lines  in  so  acrimonious 
a  content,  and  was  even  charged  with  having  been 
instrumental  in  procuring  the  expression  of  his 
townspeople  in  the  mode  it  was  given.  Hut  to  Mr. 
Iforden'*  credit  be  it  said,  that  he  was  always  a  firm 
believer  in  the  right  of  the  people  to  "give  instruc- 
tions to  their  representatives,"  under  Article  XIX. 
of  the  Hill  of  Rights  of  the  Constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts, lie  therefore,  in  cheerful  obedience  to  the 
constitutional  right  of  his  constituents  as  well  as  in 
deference  to  his  own  personal  preference,  voted  for 
Charles  Sumner,  and  it  is  to  l»c  hoped  that  neither 
the  people  of  Fall  River  nor  of  Massachusetts  ever 
had  occasion  to  regret  that  vote. 

In  IS^iC  he  was  chosen  mayor  of  Fall  River,  and 
during  the  trying  times  of  the  winter  of  1856-67, 
while  the  mills  were  stopped  owing  to  the  greatly  de- 
pressed condition  of  the  business  of  cotton  manufac- 
ture, and  hundreds  were  thrown  out  of  employment 
and  destitute,  the  constant  and  untiring  efforts  of 
Mr.  Borden  shone  with  a  benevolence  rarely  sur- 
passed. He  believed  that  starvation  and  suffering  for 
want  of  food  should  never  lie  permitted  in  a  Chris- 
tian community  having  the  means  to  alleviate  them, 
and  most  nobly  did  he  fulfill  his  duty.  Employment 
was  given  to  many  of  the  idle  laborers,  having  no 
legal  settlement,  at  a  very  cheap  rate  in  necessary 
work  al»out  the  city.  By  this  means  great  improve- 
ments were  wrought  upon  the  city  farm  and  Oak 
(Jrove  Cemetery,  and  in  building  new  streets  and  re- 
pairing old  ones  at  a  very  small  cost  to  the  tax- 
payers. Mr.  Borden  believed  it  to  Ik;  a  just  and  wise, 
as  well  as  a  humane  policy,  to  provide  for  the  wants 
of  these  people  temporarily,  and  secure  to  the  city  at 
the  same  time  the  benefits  of  their  cheap  labor. 
They  were  thus  retained  at  comparatively  little  ad- 
ditional expense  to  the  city,  where  their  useful  ser- 
vices would  again  soon  be  in  demand,  and  the  ob- 
jectionable course  avoided  of  throwing  them  as  a 
burden  upon  the  State,  with  all  the  family  disorder 
and  social  degradation  consequent  thereupon.  If 
deeds  of  kindness  and  sympathy,  coupled  with  well- 
directed  charily,  embalm  a  man's  name  in  grateful 
remembrance,  such  will  be  the  recollection  of  the 
name  and  character  of  Mr.  Borden  during  this  trying 
time. 

Mr.  Rordcn  was  an  alderman  from  1859  until  his 
death  in  18(35,  and  it  mattered  little  what  party  or 
combination  was  formed  against  him  in  his  own  ward, 
the  people  there  knew  him,  and  that  was  sufficient  to 
secure  his  election.    He  was  president  of  the  Fall 


River  Union  Bank,  and  of  the  Fall  River  Savings- 
Bank  at  the  time  of  his  death,  positions  which  he 
had  held  for  several  years. 

•  In  stature  Mr.  Borden  was  rather  short  and  thick 
set,  but  not  gross,  with  a  genial  countenance.  Pos- 
sessed naturally  of  a  happy,  cheerful  disposition,  he 
was  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  companion,  a  kind  and 
indulgent  parent. 

In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Unitarian  and  a  firm 
believer  in  both  the  justice  and  goodneaa  of  the 
Deity.  He  uniformly  maintained  that  the  best  prep- 
aration for  a  happy  future  life  was  to  do  well  here, 
('ant  and  pretence  had  little  influence  with  him. 
"The  doers  of  the  word,"  and  not  the  mere  pretend- 
ers, were  in  his  view  Christians.  "Show  me  thy 
faith  without  thy  works,  and  I  will  show  thee  my 
faith  by  my  works"  waa  his  favorite  text  and  the  rule 
of  his  conduct. 

And  so  by  holiness  in  life  and  godliness  in  walk, 
he  sought  to  be  judged  rather  than  by  any  show  of 
the  mere  ceremonials  of  profession.  Thus  sought  he 
his  reward.  It  is  what  earth  can  neither  give  nor 
take  away,  "  profitable  unto  all  things,  having  prom- 
ise of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to 
come." 

Such  a  character  is  pleasant  to  contemplate.  With 
n  moral  integrity  uninipeached  and  unimpeachable, 
n  large  heart  and  generous  sympathies,  he  passed 
through  life,  shedding  light  upon  and  assisting  by 
kindly  acts  his  fellow-man  wherever  found,  without 
regard  to  the  color  of  his  skin,  the  place  of  his  birth, 
or  the  nature  of  his  creed.  To  oppression  he  was  an 
enemy,  to  the  oppressed  a  friend. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  Fall 
River,  held  on  the  day  of  his  decease,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

"  ir.Wm,  It  I>m  pleawd  Almighty  God  to  call  on*  of  onr  number, 
Ui«  Hon.  Nathaniel  II.  Borden,  from  UmkiIt*  >mu  of  life  to  nln 
npnn  iho  untried  H*n«  of  eternity,  an*  renernlde  Id  jenrc,  rich  In  *x- 
perient;*  hnlh  In  u  it  1 1. .  in*  I ,  Slate,  a  nd  municipal  leghdnllon,  on*  who  ha* 
fllloil  the  highest  *xecaltve  position  In  oar  city,  II  li  there  tor* 

••  ' '»  ■  "  That  It  h>  villi  fell  nit*  of  solemnity  ami  sorrow  that  w* 
how  under  thl«  dispensation  of  III*  prorldeiic*  in  severing  from  th* 
mhUt  of  thh  lioard  on*  who**  errrlre*  Have  Co  Ion*  l<een  identified  with 
It*  action,  one  who**  long  experience  In  III*  municipal  alfalr*  of  th*  dty, 
together  with  hi*  good  Jndgmsnt,  *naU«l  him  to  gl 
council*  and  daclakm*. 

■  Jtfeaw/r*d,  That  the  mentlter*  of  thi*  Itnard  sympathise  with  I 
of  the  deceased  In  thi*  their  cad  l-rea»emer,t,  and  commend  them  to  th* 
loriug-klndnee.  and  con.pawdon  of  oar  bleeaed  Lord,  who  doth  not  wil- 
lingly aflllcl  III*  children,  lilt  doelh  all  thing.,  alter  th*  conn**!  of  HI* 


••  BewJeed.  That  In  losen  of  our  esteem  for  th.  deceased,  w.  do 
1.1*  funeral  in  a  body,  and  that  th*  paMk  office*  of  th*  dly  b* 
the  afternoon  of  hi*  funeral. 

"         eerf.  That  aonpy  of  th« 
of  the  deceased  hy  the  city  cl*rk,  and  th* 
paper,  of  the  city." 

Resolutions  of  similar  import  were  passed  by  the 
Fall  River  Savings-Rank,  of  which  Mr.  Borden  waa 
president  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

Mr.  Borden  was  four  times  married.  By  his  first 
wife,  8arah  Gray,  he  had  five  children,  of  whom  two 
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are  (till  living.  His  second  wife  was  Louisa  Gray, 
to  whom  ho  wu  married  Dec.  10,  1840.  8be  died 
June  4, 1842. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1843,  ho  married  for  ltia 
third  wife  Sarah  O.  Buffutn.  By  thia  marriage  he 
had  one  son,  still  living. 

His  fourth  wife  was  Lydia  A.,  daughter  of  William 
Slade,  of  Somerset,  Mans.,  and  widow  of  John  Wilbur, 
of  Fall  River,  whom  he  married  March  14,  1855. 
She  is  still  living. 


COU  RICI1ARD  BORDEN. 

The  Borden  family  traces  its  ancestry  through  a 
long  and  honored  lineage  to  the  blood  of  the  Norse- 
men, the  fierce  and  warlike  vikings  of  Scandinavia. 
Later  on  we  find  tho  ancestor  of  the  Borden*  of 
America  a  soldier  with  William  tho  Conqueror,  and 
was  meted  out  his  full  share  by  that  sanguinary 
chieftain  of  the  spoils  of  war,  and  received  his  just 
distribution  of.  the  lands  of  the  conquered  Saxons. 
The  ancestry  of  Col.  Richard  Borden  is  clearly 
traced  to  John  Borden,  of  Kent  County,  England, 
who  was  u  man  of  note  in  the  realm.  His  sons, 
Richard  and  John,  emigrated  to  America  in  1635. 
John  Borden  and  his  descendants  seem  to  have  soon 
passed  out  of  notice  of  their  cotemporariea,  but 
Richard  Borden  becamo  promiuently  identified  with 
the  settlement  of  the  northern  portion  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  died  May  25,  1671.  From  one  of  his 
sons,  John  Borden,  a  large  number  of  the  Bordcus  iu 
thia  country  are  without  doubt  descended.  His  eld- 
est son,  Richard,  was  boru  in  1G71,  died  in  1732. 
The  descent  from  this  Richard  Borden  to  Col.  Rich- 
ard Borden,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  is  as  follows: 
Richard',  Thomas',  Richard*,  Thomas*,  Richard1. 
Thomas,  father  of  Col.  Richard,  married  Mary  Hath- 
away, and  had  thirteen  children. 

Col.  Richard  Borden  was  born  in  what  is  now  Fall 
River  (then  Freetown),  April  12,  1795,  and  he  was  in 
his  eighth  year  when  Fall  River  was  incorporated  in 
1803.  He  waa  educated  iu  the  commou  schools  in 
his  native  town,  and  after  the  period  of  boyhood,  his 
early  years  were  spent  as  a  farmer,  and  to  the  end  of 
life  he  continued  his  interest  iu  that  honorable  pur- 
suit. But,  step  by  step,  he  became  identified  with  all 
the  different  leading  business  interests  of  the  rapidly- 
growing  town,  village,  and  city.  He  was  early  iden- 
tified with  the  maritime  interests  of  the  place,  and 
gave  fresh  impulse  to  the  local  shipping  pursuit  when 
as  yet  it  was  but  a  rural  village.  While  still  a  young 
man  he  ran  a  grist-mill  (1812-20),  which  stood  just 
west  of  the  present  Annawan  Mill,  whure  the  corn  of 
the  whole  region  was  ground.  In  company  with  his 
brother  Jefferson,  it  was  his  custom  to  go  down  to 
Prudence  and  Conanicut  Islands,  in  the  sloop  "  Irene 
and  Betsey,"  which  carried  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  bushels  of  corn,  and  having  secured  a  lond,  to 
return  to  Fall  River  and  discharge  it  directly  into  the 


mill.  The  "  Irene  and  Betsey"  was  also  used  as  a 
packet  between  Fall  River  aud  the  neighboring  places, 
and  the  surplus  meal  was  sold  in  Warren,  Bristol,  or 
Providence,  and  a  return  freight  secured  of  provisions, 
groceries,  cotton,  etc.  Another  mill  was  placed  on 
the  north  bank  of  the  creek,  at  the  next  fall  above, 
where  the  Annawan  Mill  is  now,  arid  a  tramway  had 
beon  constructed  from  litis  mill  (kuown  as  the  Daven- 
port Mill,  but  owned  by  Richard  Borden,  the  uucleof 
Col.  Richard)  to  the  shore,  and  a  car  run  up  and  down 
this  incline,  drawn  by  a  rope.  This  ro|»e  was  wound 
on  a  drum,  which  connected  by  geariug  with  the 
water-wheel,  and  thus  the  water-power  was  made  to 
do  double  service.  The  great  strength  of  the  colonel 
was  always  a  marvel  to  the  small  hoy*  scut  on  horse- 
back with  a  grist  to  grind,  it  being  his  ordinary  feat, 
after  putting  two  or  three  two-bushel  bags  of  meal  on 
the  horse  with  the  greatest  ease,  to  take  the  boy  and 
lift  him  to  hi*  place  on  top  of  all.  It  was  about  this 
period  he  joined  Maj.  Durfee  in  the  coustruetiou  of 
several  small  vessels,  the  lumber  for  which  was  pre- 
pared in  a  saw-mill  adjoining  the  grist-mill.  Here, 
too,  the  strength  of  the  colonel  found  development,  as 
single-handed  he  would  roll  into  position  great  white- 
oak  or  mahogany  butts,  two  feet  through  and  twenty 
feet  long. 

The  year  1821  ushered  in  an  important  era  in  the 
history  of  Kail  River.  In  that  year  was  organized 
the  Fall  River  Iron- Works  Company,  which  for  sixty 
years  has  been  a  powerful  element  in  the  financial 
operations  of  Kail  River.  In  the  organisation  of  this 
company,  that  "earliest  germ  of  the  wealth  of  the 
city,"  Col.  Borden  took  an  active  part,  and  was  ap- 
pointed treasurer  and  agent,  a  position  which  he  tilled 
with  distinguished  ability  up  to  the  day  of  his  final 
withdrawal  from  business,  a  period  of  over  fifty  years. 
The  Iron- Work*  Company  meeting  with  assured  suc- 
cess almost  from  the  start,  soon  turned  its  attention  to 
the  improvement  of  iu  landed  estate,  water-power, 
etc.,  and  as  part  owners  became  largely  interested  iu 
enterprise*  somewhat  foreign  to  it*  own  legitimate 
sphere  of  work.  The  agent  of  the  company,  a*  iu 
representative,  thus  became  an  active  participant  iu 
all  these  schemes,  and  the  business  tact  and  hkill  of 
Col.  Bordcu  were  brought  into  fullest  exercise.  Iu 
this  way  the  Iron-Work*  Company  became  owner  iu 
the  Watuppa  Reservoir  Company,  organised  iu  1826; 
in  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufactory;  iu  the 
Fall  River  Manufactory;  in  the  Annawau  Mill, built 
by  it  in  1825;  in  the  American  Print-Works,  whoso 
buildings  were  all  erected  by  the  Iron-Work*  Com- 
pany in  1834,  and  leased  to  the  Print- Works  Com- 
pany;  in  the  Molacomel  Mill,  built  iu  184C;  in  the 
Fall  River  Railroad,  opened  in  1846;  in  the  Bay  State 
Steamboat  Line,  established  iu  1847 ;  iu  the  Fall  River 
Uas- Works,  built  in  1847;  as  well  as  iu  the  erection 
at  various  times  of  buildings  which  were  leased  tu 
individuals  for  the  establishment  of  business  or  pri- 
vate manufacturing  enterprises. 
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'Die  cure  and  development  of  the  interests  of  these 
corporation*  brought  into  exercise  those  qualities 
which  murk  the  highest  order  of  business  Ulent,  and 
which  in  him  were  combined  to  a  remarkable  degree, 
namely,  clearness  of  perception,  excellent  judgment, 
and  great  energy,  together  with  the  highest  and  purest 
moral  integrity.  Col.  Borden  was  a  thorough  busmen 
man,  and  devoted  himself  untiringly  to  the  trusts  im- 
posed upon  him.  These  were  enough  to  crush  any 
common  man,  but  he  possessed  that  happy  faculty  of 
dropping  one  subject  completely  and  taking  up  an- 
other as  occasion  required,  and  when  he  left  his  office 
ho  left  his  business  there  too,  putting  it  ofT  as  an  outer 
garment,  so  that  in  his  home  and  in  his  family  he  was 
untrammelled  and  free  from  care,  the  loving  father 
and  grandparent,  the  genial  host,  the  centre  of  the 
heart's  warmest  affections  and  highest  esteem. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  he  filled  a  most 
uncommon  list  of  offices  of  trust  in  the  community 
and  in  the  State.  In  the  cotton  manufacturing  in- 
dustries of  the  city  he  was  conspicuously  interested, 
being  identified  with  several  companies  either  as 
originator  or  director.  He  was  president  and  director 
of  the  American  I'rint- Works,  the  American  Linen 
Company,  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufactory, 
the.  Richard  Itordcn  Mill  Company,  and  the  Mount 
Hope  Mill  Company,  and  director  of  the  Annawan 
and  the  Mctncomct  Mill  Companies.  He  wits  presi- 
dent and  director  of  the  Fall  Itiver  National  Bank, 
director  and  treasurer  of  the  Fall  River  Iron-Works, 
president  of  the  Watuppa  Reservoir  Company,  agent 
of  the  Fall  River  Furnace  Company,  and  director  of 
the  Fall  River  Oas  Company.  In  corporations  oper- 
ating outside  his  own  home  his  interests  were  also 
large  and  his  administrative  ability  recognized.  He 
was  president  of  the  llay  Slate  Steamboat  Company 
Providence  Tool  Company,  Cape  Cod  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  Ronton  Mining  Company  of  Frostburg, 
Md.,  and  director  in  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Com- 
pany. One  of  those  men  whom  office  has  to  seek, 
though  his  patriot  Hon  and  conspicuous  public  service 
in  an  Individual  rapacity  might  easily  have  secured 
him  any  position  his  ambition  could  have  aspired  to 
in  bis  unlive  commonwealth,  the  legislative  terms  he 
filled  both  in  the  Senate  1  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives were  probably  the  most  ungrateful  duties  of  a 
long  life  of  duly,  and  yet  while  the  highest  political 
position  posHfsicd  no  exaltation  to  attract  him,  his 
genuine  appreciation  of  a  citizen's  duty  would  not 
allow  Mm  to  refuse  the  humble  town  or  village  dig- 
nity of  assessor  or  highway  surveyor,  when  his  ser- 
vice seemed  obviously  needed.  If  there  was  one 
public  recognition  of  his  patriotism  ami  public  worthi- 
ness those  who  know  him  can  fancy  he  took  pleasure 
in,  it  was  doubtless  the  honor  accorded  to  him  by  the 
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people  of  casting  one  of  the  electoral  votes  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  second  time  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Col.  Rorden's  ship-building  and  boating  experiences 
|  fitted  him  for  further  enterprise  in  the  same  line,  and 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Iron-Works  Company  a 
regular  line  of  steamers  was  established  between  Fall 
River  and  Providence,  commencing  in  1827  with  the 
steamer  "  Hancock."  Other  steamers  had  previously 
attempted  to  establish  communication  between  Fall 
River  and  the  neighboring  places,  but  with  only  par- 
tial success.  The  "  Hancock"  was  succeeded  in  1832 
by  the  steamer  "King  Philip,"  the  "King  Philip" 
succeeded  in  184.r>  by  the  steamer  "  Bradford  Durfcc," 
and  in  1874  tho  steamer  "Richard  Borden"  was  also 
placed  upon  the  route. 

One  of  the  largest  debts  of  gratitude  which  Fall 
River  owes  to  Col.  Borden  is  for  the  present  admi- 
rable system  of  communication  with  New  York  and 
Boston.  Up  to  1846  there  was  no  communication 
direct  by  steam  with  either  city,  though  the  traveler 
could,  by  going  to  Providence  or  Stonington,  catch  a 
train  or  a  boat.  At  this  time  Col.  Borden  projected, 
and  mainly  by  his  own  effort  constructed,  a  railroad 
from  Fall  River  to  Myrick's,  to  connect  with  the  New 
Bedford  and  Taunton  Railroad,  and  using  the  latter 
to  join  the  Prov.dence  Railroad  and  complete  the 
route  by  rail  to  Boston.  This  was  an  ecceutric  way 
of  reaching  the  Slate  capital,  and  the  next  advance 
was  consequently  made  to  South  Braintree,  striking 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  of  that  day.  A  satisfactory 
through  route  was  thus  secured  ;  but  Col.  Borden,  not 
satisfied  yet,  was  ambitious  not  only  to  have  the  com- 
munication opened  for  his  favorite  city,  but  to  make 
it  self-sustaining.  With  this  view  he  organized  the 
Cape  Cod  Railroad  Company,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent, and  constructed  a  line  from  Middlcborough 
down  to  the  Cape,  as  a  feeder  for  his  Fall  River 
route.  The  care,  administrative  and  executive  abil- 
ity, and  the  financial  involvement — for  he  was  not 
only  the  designer  but  the  banker  of  the  enterprise — 
were  excessive  demands  to  be  made  upon  one  man  in 
that  comparatively  early  day;  but  CqI.  Borden's  re- 
sources in  all  respects  were  equal  to  the  exigency.  It 
was  his  good  fortune  soon  to  see  his  railroad  enter- 
prise at  least  relatively  a  success.  His  purposo  in 
freeing  Fall  River  from  its  isolation  was  at  any  rate 
accomplished,  and  in  a  year  or  two  he  was  relieved  of 
his  new  responsibility  by  a  consolidation  of  the  roads 
he  bad  constructed  with  the  Old  Colony. 

In  the  mean  time,  being  the  second  year  (1847)  of 
the  Fall  River  Railroad,  observing  the  success  of  the 
two  steamboat  lines  running  between  Stonington  and 
Norwich  (Conn.)  and  New  York,  Col. 
mined  to  inaugurate  a  similar  water  comn 
for  Fall  River.  The  capital  appropriated  was  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  line  was  started  in 
1847  with  the  "  Bay  State,"  a  fine  craft,  for  that  day, 
built  for  the  company,  and  the  old  "  Massachusetts," 
chartered  as  an  alternate  boat.   The  following  year 
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the  "  Empire  State"  was  launched  and  put  on  the 
route,  and  in  18M  the  mammoth  "  Metropolis,"  the 
most  auperb  boat  of  her  period  on  Eastern  water*. 
Both  boats  were  paid  for  out  of  the  earnings  of  the 
line,  which  was  such  a  success  as  in  1850  to  pay  six 
per  cent,  monthly  dividends  for  ten  successive  months. 

In  1864,  dissatisfied  with  bis  connection  with  Bos- 
ton via  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  Col.  Borden  obtained 
an  act  of  organisation  and  set  about  a  second  through 
route  to  Boston,  starting  from  the  west  side  of  Mount 
Hope  Bay,  opposite  Fall  River.  It  was  a  great 
scheme,  with  a  warranty  of  profitable  result  through 
its  control  of  the  New  York  boat  connection,  but  en- 
tailing great  effort  and  care  upon  a  man,  however 
energetic  and  indefatigable,  who  was  far  advanced  in 
life.  Unquestionably  the  road  would  have  been  con- 
structed, but  the  Old  Colony  corporation  could  not 
permit  a  competing  route  to  either  terminus,  and  its 
policy,  as  it  could  not  prevent  the  action  of  the  new 
company,  was  to  control  it  by  a  purchase.  The  prop- 
osition was  accordingly  made  to  Col.  Borden  to  trans- 
fer his  charter  to  the  Old  Colony  Company  upon 
terms  of  a  very  favorable  character  to  himself  and 
his  stockholders.  Had  he  been  in  middle  life,  retain- 
ing the  physical  as  be  still  did  the  mental  vigor  of 
maturity,  it  is  doubtful  if  he  would  have  entertained 
any  proposition  however  favorable.  In  his  considera- 
tion of  the  business  he  determined  to  make  it  a  con- 
dition of  his  acceptance  that  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road Company  should  purchase  the  steamboat  line  to 
New  York.  With  this  proviso  he  made  known  his 
acquiescence  in  the  proposition,  and  after  a  short 
deliberation  the  Old  Colony  became  possessed  of  the 
most  profitable  water  route  to  New  York,  and  at  the 
same  time  secured  relief  from  the  certainty  of  a  very 
dangerous  competition. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  Col.  Borden  joined  the 
local  militia  company  as  a  private,  and  was  promoted 
while  yet  iu  his  minority.  He  was  first  commissioned 
ensign  in  a  company  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  in- 
fantry July  80,  1814.  Sept.  14,  1815,  he  was  commis- 
sioned lieutenant  iu  the  same  regiment.  He  received 
his  first  commission  as  captain  April  11, 1818,  and  his 
second  commission  as  captain  May  2,  1822,  both  in 
the  Fifth  Regiment  of  infantry.  He  was  made  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  same  regiment  Juue  28,  1823, 
and  colonel  March  12,  1828.  After  this  promotion 
he  withdrew  from  the  service  that  others  might  gain 
for  themselves  as  noble  or  higher  honors.  His  pa- 
triotism during  the  late  civil  war,  develo|>ed  iu  a 
most  active  interest  on  behalf  of  the  Union  and  an 
earnest  care  for  the  well-being  of  iU  defenders,  will 
not  be  forgotten  while  the  beautiful  monument  and 
grounds  of  the  soldiers'  burial-place,  given  by  him,  at 
the  entrance  of  Oak  Grove  Cemetery,  and  the  Rich- 
ard Borden  Post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
named  in  honor  of  his  benevolence  to  the  soldiers  aud 
their  families  in  the  trying  days  of  the  Rebellion,  re- 
main to  perpetuate  his  memory. 


Personally,  Richard  Borden  represented  the  best 
type  of  that  pure,  straightforward,  stalwart  Saxon 
virtue  which  has  proven  New  England's  best  inherit- 
ance from  the  mother-country.  His  sympathies  were 
given  to  all  good  things;  he  was  a  man  broad  in  his 
views,  true  and  steadfast  in  his  convictions  and  feel- 
ings. A  sincere,  ouUpoken  Christian  in  early  life, 
identifying  himself  with  those  observant  of  the  Sab- 
bath, the  public  services  of  the  sanctuary  and  the 
requirements  of  the  gospel,  he  became,  in  1826,  a 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  the 
city,  and  afterwards  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Central 
Congregational  Church,  which  to  his  energy,  liber- 
ality, piety,  and  judicious  counsel  is  largely  indebted 
for  the  success  that  ha*  marked  its  subsequent  history. 
In  the  mission  Sabbath-school  work  he  engaged  with 
his  characteristic  energy,  for  a  long  time  going  seven 
miles  out  of  the  village  for  this  purpose.  H  is  interest  iu 
this  department  of  work  continued  so  long  as  he  lived. 
The  benevolence  of  his  nature  flowed  out  as  a  deep  and 
silent  stream.  He  gave  as  to  him  had  l»een  given. 
None  sought  aid  from  him  in  vain  when  they  presented 
a  worthy  cause.  He  was  always  willing  to  listen  to 
the  appeal  of  the  needy,  and  sent  noue  such  empty 
away.  "  Home  and  foreign  charities  alike  found  him 
ready,  yea,  often  waiting  to  attend  on  their  calls,  and 
among  our  institutions  of  learning  not  a  few  are  ready 
to  rise  up  and  call  him  blessed  for  the  timely  aid  ren- 
dered in  the  hour  of  their  greatest  need.  Thus  he 
came  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  foremost  citixen  of  the 
place,  and  his  death  left  a  void  in  the  community 
which  no  one  man  will  probably  ever  fill  again.  Gen- 
erous, noble-hearted,  sagacious,  enterprising,  of  un- 
tiring energy  and  spotless  integrity,  far-seeing,  judi- 
cious, ever  throwing  his  influence  and  his  iiieaus  on 
the  right  side,  he  presents  a  character  for  admiration 
and  example  which  is  fragrant  with  all  the  best 
qualities  of  our  New  England  life." 

"  Among  his  last  contributions,"  says  the  Fail  River 
Daily  Evenmij  AVms  of  Feb.  25,  1874,  "  was  one  of 
marked  generosity  to  the  State  Temperance  Alliance. 
The  newly-dedicated  Children's  Home  also  counts 
him  its  most  liberal  Inmefactor.  ...  As  one  of  the 
cor|»orate  members  of  the  American  Hoard  of  Com- 
missioners of  Foreign  Missions  he  whs  most  highly 
esteemed,  not  only  for  his  judicious  counsel  aud  genial 
fellowship,  but  also  for  his  generous  contributions." 

The  cursory  sketch  of  his  business  career  which 
space  has  permitted  will  suggest  the  conspicuous 
qualities  of  Col.  Borden's  mind  aud  temperament,  as 
the  world  saw  them  and  evenU  caused  them  to  de- 
velop. It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  any  qualities  of  his 
can  be  termed  more  conspicuous  than  others,  among 
those  who  really  knew  him,  so  well  rounded  was  his 
nature.  His  achievements  were  many  aud  great,  a 
few  of  them  extraordinary  in  view  of  his  resources 
and  experience,  yet  he  did  not  possess  one  s|tark  of 
the  so-called  genius  to  which  exceptional  successes 
are  generally  ascribed.    His  brain  was  like  his  body, 
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robust  nn<l  full  of  forces ;  hi*  mciitnl  process  direct 
nod  »imple  :  his  facilities  of  perception  nwl  deduction 
more  than  the  nvcrnge  in  quickness  nnd  correctness 
of  nctioti  ;  hi*  scope  of  observation  nnd  consideration 
general  and  yet  effective.  He  line],  moreover,  a  thor- 
ough self- reliance  and  self-assertion,  yet  was  notover- 
snnguinc.  The  possession  of  each  a  mental  atrueture 
nl  wnys  assures  excellence  of  judgment  and  consequent 
success  if  combined  with  a  suitable  temperament,  and 
such  was  the  fact  in  the  present  instance.  Col.  Bor- 
den's nerve  wns  strong  nnd  undisturbed  by  sudden  or 
severe  trinls.  Exceedingly  honest  of  purpose,  he  was 
wonderfully  persistent  when  his  judgment  sup|>ortcd 
his  efforts,  never  giving  up  when  legitimate  means 
nnd  thorough  industry  could  compass  an  end  he  had 
started  for.  His  industry  was  his  conspicuous  quality, 
if  he  had  one.  He  was  mi  indefatigable  worker  while 
the  day  lasted. 

May  27, 1872,  Col.  Horden  was  stricken  with  paraly- 
sis, nnd  from  that  day  forward  he  was  invalid.  He 
sank  to  rest  on  the  86th  day  of  February,  1874, 

"        nn*  who  wr»|»  tlif  draper;  of  hla  nwrh 
Mx .in  him.  >ml  life  itown  lo  pl*Msnl  drmma  " 

Col.  Richnrd  Ikirdeii  was  a  universally  esteemed, 
beloved,  nnd  honored  citizen,  and  his  very  memory 
is  precious. 

Feb.  22,  1828,  he  united  in  marriage  with  Abby  W., 
daughter  of  .lames  Dnrfcc,  and  their  children  are  as 
follows:  Caroline,  Thomas  J.,  Uichnrd  B.,  Edward 
P.,  William  H.  ][.,  Matthew  C.  D.,  and  Sarah  W. 


OK.  IMHNKA8  W.  LKJ.AND. 

Dr.  Pbinma  W.  Lcland  was  horn  in  Grafton,  Mass., 
in  17!»8.  He  entered  Brown  University,  Providence, 
It.  I.,  in  1821,  but  left  college  before  the  expiration  of 
the  usual  term  of  four  years,  owing  to  ill  health.  He 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  George  C.  Shnttuck,  of 
Boston,  and  received  the  degree  of  M.D.  at  llowdoin 
College,  lirunswick,  Me.,  in  1 8211,  nnd  practiced  his 
profession  for  some  time  at  Medfield,  Mass.,  but  I 
abandoned  it  in  1834,  and  removed  to  Fall  River, 
where  he  rn-eived  the  nppoiutment  of  Collector  of 
Cnnta ma  from  President  Jnckson.  This  position  he 
held  in  all  about  twenty  years,  being  renppointed 
by  the  successive  Democratic  nd  minis!  ml  ions.  He 
retired  from  this  ofliec  in  18t50,  at  the  beginning  of  j 
I'resident  Lincoln's  administration,  nnd  from  that 
time  until  his  death  lived  in  retirement.  In  the  fall 
of  1812,  Dr.  Lelnnd  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
and  on  taking  his  sent,  in  1843,  was  elected  president 
of  the  Senate.  This  is  the  only  political  office  be 
ever  held.  He  retained  through  life  his  enrly  nttneh- 
incnt  to  the  Democratic  pnrty,  nnd  was  a  constant 
attendant  to  the  conventions  of  that  pnrty  until  his 
retirement  from  public  life.  The  excellence  of  Dr. 
IjelnndV  personal  character,  his  large  public  spirit, 
nnd  nbovc  nil  the  high  standard  of  his  literary  attain-  I 


incuts,  gave  him  n  marked  individual  prominence  in 
the  community.  He  was  alwnys  interested  in  every- 
thing that  tended  to  improve  the  literary  taste  of  Fall 
River,  and  was  identilled  with  many  plans  to  effect 
thin  result.  He  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  for 
many  years  president,  of  the  Fall  River  Athentrum, 
and  when  the  Public  Library  was  organized  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  trustees,  a  position  he  held  until 
his  death.  He  served  on  the  building  committee  of 
the  City  Hall,  and  delivered  the  address  on  the  occa- 
sion of  its  dedication  in  1846.  Ho  was  always  active 
and  ardent  in  all  literary  enterprises.  Dr.  Lelnnd 
was  for  mnny  years  connected  with  the  press,  and 
his  writings  were  distinguished  for  a  peculiar  piquancy 
and  brilliancy.  He  was  the  editor  of  the  Fall  River 
Patriot,  a  journal  which  was  started  in  1836,  and  con- 
tinued four  yearn.  He  was  also  the  first  editor  of  the 
Fall  River  WetUy  New*,  started  in  1846,  and  after  his 
connection  with  that  journal  was  severed,  he  wan  an 
occasional  and  popular  contributor. 

While  a  member  of  the  State  8enate  be  contributed 
a  series  of  articles  to  the  Bottom  Pott,  entitled  "  Pen 
and  Ink  Sketches  from  the  Gallery  of  the  Senate 
Chamber,"  which  were  widely  read  and  admired.  He 
was  always  interested  in  the  study  of  Indian  history, 
nnd  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  Indian 
lore  of  this  part  of  New  England.  For  several  years 
previous  to  his  death  he  was  very  much  of  an  invalid, 
and  after  many  weeks  of  painful  suffering  he  rested 
Jan.  22,  1870,  aged  seventy-one  yearn. 


SAM  If  EI.  HATHAWAY. 

Samuel  Hathawny  was  born  in  Freetown,  Mam., 
Oct.  31,  1807,  his  parent*  being  Samuel  Hathaway 
and  Hannah  Cook.  When  he  was  ten  years  of  age 
his  mother,  with  her  four  children,  of  whom  he  was 
the  eldest,  removed  to  Fall  River.  His  educational 
advantages  were  limited,  and  at  an  early  age  he  wan 
obliged  to  leave  school  and  assist  in  the  support  of 
the  family.  In  1824  he  became  employed  nt  Robe- 
son's Print  Works,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
color-mixer,  and  became  overseer  of  the  color-shop, 
lie  subsequently  became  mnnagcrof  the  Print  Works, 
which  position  lie  retained  until  1848,  when  Mr.  An- 
drew Robeson,  Sr.,  then  the  principal  proprietor,  re- 
tired from  business,  and  the  establishment  changed 
hands.  Mr.  Hathaway  then  severed  his  connection 
with  the  Print  Works,  and  retired  to  agricultural 
pursuits  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  a  business  to  which 
he  devoted  most  of  the  remaining  portion  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Hathaway  was  one  of  the  first  to  organize  the 
Citizens  Savings- Dank  in  1851,  and  was  ever  after  till 
his  death  one  of  its  board  of  investment.  In  1 854  he 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Pocasset  Rank,  of  which  he 
was  the  rest  of  his  life  n  director,  and  during  his  last 
ten  or  twelve  years  its  president.  As  a  banker  he  was 
noted  for  his  sound  judgment,  strict  integrity,  and 
faithful  porformnncc  of  all  the  trusts  reposed  in  him. 
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He  «u  aUo  largely  interested  iu  the  inanufac- 
turing  interests  of  Full  River,  having  been  a  prime 
mover  in  organising  the  Robeson  Mills,  and  an  active  | 
participant  in  the  founding  of  the  Stafford  and  Davol 
Mills.  He  was  a  director  in  the  Waluppa,  Granite, 
Robeson,  Davol,  and  SiufTord  Mills,  from  the  time  of 
their  organization,  and  was  the  president  of  the  Robe- 
son Mills  and  a  director  in  the  Manufacturers'  Gas 
Company. 

In  all  these  responsible  positions  his  judgment  was 
valued  by  his  associates.    For  politics  and  office- 
holding  he  had  little  taste,  though  always  earnest  in 
the  support  of  correct  principles  and  the  elevation  of  I 
the  most  suitable  men  to  office.  He  was  a  member  of  | 
the  board  of  aldermen  for  one  year,  declining  a  re-  j 
election  at  the  expiration  of  his  term.   Though  fre- 
quently importuned  to  become  a  cuudidatc  lor  the 
office  of  mayor,  he  always  declined. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Hathaway  was  one  of  the 
foremost  and  most  valued  citizens  of  Fall  River.  | 
Possessed  of  a  rugged  and  independent  character,  he 
was  always  bold  iu  his  denunciation  of  shams  and 
frauds,  and  earnest  in  the  defense  of  what  he  consid- 
ered to  be  just  and  true.  His  uprightucss  and  integ- 
rity were  known  to  all  men,  and  no  one  had  a  greater 
share  of  public  confidence  in  all  fiduciary  relations.. 
He  was  an  earnest  friend  of  temperance  and  active  in 
all  effort*  for  the  moral  welfare  of  his  native  city.  He 
was  a  friend  of  the  widow  and  orphan,  an  earnest 
hater  of  pretenses,  and  will  long  be  remembered  for 
the  sterling  virtues  of  his  character.  His  life  was 
well  spent,  and  the  memory  of  his  good  deeds  ami 
upright  life  will  long  survive  him. 

Mr.  Hathaway  married  Abby  Warren,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Rhoda  Warren,  March  21,  1832.  She 
was  born  Aug.  10,  1811,  in  Fall  River,  and  died  Feb. 
10,  1869.  They  had  ten  children,  four  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  and  daughter  Mary,  at  sixteen  years  of 
age.  The  surviving  children  are:  Abbie,  wife  of 
Kleazer  Waldron,  of  Fall  River;  Edward  K. ;  Marion  ' 
A.,  wife  of  Henry  Fry,  of  Providence ;  Samuel  W.,  | 
and  Clarence  M. 

Mr.  Hathaway  died  on  the  10th  of  April,  1878,  aged 
sixty-five  years  and  live  mouths. 

I 

HON.  OI.IVKK  CHACK. 
Hon.  Oliver  Chacc  was  born  in  Swansea,  Maw., 
Nov.  11,  1812.   He  is  descended  iu  a  direct  line  from 
William  Chase,  who  was  the  first  of  the  name  nettling 
in  America,  and  who  came  from  England  in  the  fleet 
with  Governor  Winthrop  iu  103",  bringing  with  him  j 
his  wife,  Mary,  and  his  eldest  son,  William,  then  it 
lad  about  eight  years  of  age.    The  first  residence  of  | 
William  Chase  was  iu  Roxbury  (now  ItosUm  High*  , 
lands),  Mass.,  where  he  lived  until  1037.    He  was  u  ' 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  in  the  winter  of  1037-118  made 
a  settlement  with  Stephen  llachilcr  and  others  iu  Yar- 
mouth, Barnstable  Co.,  Mass.,  dwelling  there  until  I 


hisdeuth  iu  May,  1669.  The  place  of  his  residence 
in  Yarmouth  was  near  Stony  Cove,  and  his  "  farm 
fence"  is  designated  as  a  boundary  in  several  deed* 
and  other  documeul*. 

William'  Chase  was  born  in  England  about  1022, 
came  with  his  father  to  America,  married  and  settled 
near  Herring  River,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Buss 
River  iu  Yarmouth,  now  Dennis  or  Harwich.  His 
children,  boru  from  1040  to  1072,  were  connected 
with  the  Society  of  friends.    He  died  iu  108.'.. 

Joseph'  Chase,  sou  of  William*,  married  Surah 
Sherman,  and  reared  a  large  fumily.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Frieuds'  Meeting  at  Sandwich,  Mass., 
in  1G8I.  Iu  1G88  he  wus  ut  Portsmouth,  K.  I.,  and 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Rhode  bland 
Friends'  Meeting  until  his  death,  in  1721,  at  Swan- 
sea, Mass. 

Job'  Chose,  son  of  Joseph*,  wus  born  Aug.  21, 
1098,  murried  Patience  ISouruc  Sept.  0,  1718,  und 
resided  iu  Swansea.  His  will  was  proved  Dec.  25, 
1700.  The  family  name  of  his  wife  is  variously 
•polled  "  Born,"  "  Hume,"  "  Bowcn,"  and  "  Bourne," 
tradition  and  ancient  records  favoring  the  latter 
orthography. 

Jonathan4  Chase,  son  of  Job,  was  Imrn  May  11, 
1728.  He  married  Mary  Kurlc  May  13.  I7.'»4,  and 
hud  eleven  children,  of  whom  Oliver  wan  the  sev- 
enth. Oliver  wus  born  Aug.  24,  1709.  He  married 
Susanna  Buffiuton  Sept.  15,  1790,  by  whom  he  hud 
seven  children.  He  murried  (second)  Mr*.  Patience 
Robinson;  no  issue.  He  enjoyed  in  curly  life  few  of 
the  advantages  of  birth  or  circumstances.  Ilia  father's 
patrimony  was  an  extremely  limited  one,  ami  the  sou's 
education  correspondingly  restricted,  especially  tree 
this  u  result  of  the  stormy  period  of  the  devolution, 
luured  to  toil  und  compelled  to  be  industrious  iu  early 
boyhood,  he  naturally  became  noted  iu  ullor-lilc  for  his 
application  and  perseverance.  In  18(Hi  he  took  the 
agency  of  a  small  mill  iu  Swansea,  iu  which  he  became 
part  owner,  und  commenced  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
ton yarns.  In  1813  he  removed  to  Full  River,  and  in 
company  with  Eber  Slade,  Shcll'el  Weaver,  llczckiah 

Wilson,  Benjamin  Blade,  Amey  Borden,  and  others, 

erected  the  Troy  Mill  und  became  its  agent.  At  that 
time  Fall  Uiver  wus  a  village  of  but  u  lew  bundled 
inhabitants.  It  was  mainly  through  his  effort*  that 
the  Pocusset  Company  was  projected  und  established 
iu  1821,  uud  for  muiiy  years  he  controlled  und  man- 
aged its  intercuts.  He  was  remarkable  for  the  pos- 
session of  many  prominent  traits  of  character,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  clear  aud  souud  judgment, 
punctuality,  industry,  and  integrity.  He  was  the  lir*t 
to  spell  the  family  name  "  Chuce."  Ho  diet!  at  Full 
River  in  1861 

lion.  Oliver  Chuce  came  with  his  patents  from 
Swansea  to  Kail  Uiver  iu  1813,  when  only  one  year  of 
age.  His  education  was  obtained  at  the  district 
schools  iu  fall  River,  uud  at  the  Friends'  school  in 
Providence,  R.  I.    Upon  leaving  school  he  entered 
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Itichard  and  Joan  Hordun, 
1040  ;  married  Mary,  daughter 
lu  ll  Juno  4,  1716.    Ilia  wife, 
17.14,  aged  Hevcnty-nine  yeara. 
i    Friend,  and  waa  extcnaively 
Friend*  at  a  diatanco  aa  •'  John 
I  till,  Portsmouth,  R.  I." 
i  lii nl  generation,  waa  the  eldeat 
nli'ti,  and  waa  lM>rn  Oft.  24,  1071. 
Miil-owner  in  Tiverton.    He  and  hia 
bought  of  Capt.  lienjamiu  Church 
i  half  thirtietha  of  the  millatrcam 
i  l  ull  River,  which  lie  bequeathed, 
n  I".  to  hia  four  noun,  John,  Thotnaa, 
imuel.    lie  died  July  12,  1732. 
i.l. -n,  through  whom  the  family  line  ia 
*  born  Dec.  8,  1(107,  and  married  Mary 
1 1  c  waa  a  farmer  and  considerable 
Tiverton,  and  owned  a  largo  interest  in 
iet  stream.    He  died  in  1739,  in  tho 
r  of  hia  age. 

i. leu,  of  the  fifth  generation,  waa  a 
mill-owner  in  Fall  River.    During  the 
'i  he  waa  taken  a  priaoner  by  the  llritixh, 
I  to  Newport,  R.  f.    While  on  hia  way  a 
from  tho  American  fort  at  itriatol  killed 
•  Miera  who  had  him  in  charge,  while  he, 
•  upon  the  deck,  ewnprd  unharmed.  He 
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tlic  variety  store  of  Cnlcti  Viekery,  wliorc  ho  remained 
but  a  short  time.  He  then  Accepted  a  clerkship  in 
the  ollire  of  the  cotton  manufactory  of  Oh  ace  & 
I  .other,  liis  brother  being  the  senior  partner.  A  few 
years  Inter  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Israel  Uuf- 
fington,  under  the  firm-nnme  of  Buflington  &  Chnce, 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  laps,  wliich 
business  he  continued  until  1838,  when  in  company 
with  Joseph  C.  Anthony,  flrni-nmne  Chace  A  An- 
thony, he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarns. 
In  1840  ho  erected  the  Mount  Hope  Mills,  of  which 
he  was  sole  proprietor  and  business  manager  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years.  He  also  conducted  a  large 
rami  located  that  part  of  Tiverton,  It.  I,,  now  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  including  part  of  the  Park  and  lands 
adjacent  an  the  south.  Ho  was  a  director  of  the 
National  Union  llauk  from  1842  to  18.r>4.  In  I8,r»l  he 
wns  prominent  in  establishing,  and  was  one  of  the 
cor|K>rators  or  the  Citizens'  Savings-Hank,  and  was 
trustee  and  member  of  its  board  of  investment  until 
.func  0,  IKTrtl.  He  wns  one  of  the  corporators  of  the 
I'ocasset  National  Hank  in  18.r>4,  and  was  its  president 
from  the  time  of  its  incorporation  until  June  7,  1802. 
He  wns  interested  in  various  enterprises,  and  assisted 
in  establishing  nud  building  up  many  of  the  great 
mniiuTnetnring  concerns  of  Fall  liiver,  which  stand 
to-day  as  monuments  to  the  energy  and  enterprise  of 
their  founders.  While  his  was  eminently  an  nctivo 
buftinem  life,  he  was  repeatedly  called  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  to  fill  ini|M>rtnnt  trusts,  lie  was  an  assessor 
of  taxes,  an  overseer  of  the  poor,  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council,  and  wns  several  times  elected  to  the 
Ucncml  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  both  ns  repre- 
sentative and  senntor.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and 
a  Itepiiblienn. 

He  was  the  originator  of  the  Fall  River  Manufac- 
turers* Mutual  Insurance  Company,  which  wan  estab- 
lished solrlv  by  his  untiring  zeal  and  persistent  energy, 
lie  was  its  president  from  its  organization  until  his 
death  May  li,  1874,  and  devoted  his  lime  and  strength 
lo  its  management  even  to  the  detriment  of  his 
health.  He  wns  n  birthright  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends.  He  married,  Nov.  22,  18y.r>,  Mary  K., 
daughter  of  William  8.  N.  and  Mnhitable  (Church) 
Allan,  "I  Newport,  It.  I.  She  was  bom  Oct.  4,  1813. 
Thmr  children  arc  Oliver,  born  Jan.  24,  1837  (died 
l«37l;  Itenjnmin  A.,  born  March  19,  1840,  married 
Sarah  If.  I)urfec  Jan.  27,  1801;  Susan  A.,  Imrn  Nov. 
20,  1842  Idied  1800)  ;  Mary  B.,  born  Nov.  17,  1844, 
married  Crawford  B.  Liiidsey  May  27,  180.1,  and  Wil- 
liam O..  Iwrn  1847  (died  1848). 

Mr.  Chare  wns  nn  outspoken  and  persistent  oppo- 
nent of  American  slavery,  an  advocate  or  temperance 
and  other  reforms,  and  was  to  the  roll  measure  id  his 
ability  n  helper  of  those  around  him  who  needed  nnd 
deserved  encouragement  and  assistance,  and  was  a 
Considerate  and  generous  friend  to  the  poor.  He  wns 
a  man  of  |Nisitivc  character,  but  kind  and  generous 
in  his  impulses,  of  quick  perception  and  sound  judg- 


ment. Public  spirited  to  a  fault,  active  and  earnest 
in  nil  he  did,  he  brought  to  bear  upon  whatever  he 
undertook  great  enthusiasm  nnd  the  whole  strength 
of  his  nature. 

COOK  H0RDKN. 

The  Itordcns  from  whom  he  is  descended  were 
originally  from  Bourdnnnay,  nn  ancient  village  in 
Normandy,  France.  The  first  of  the  name  in  Bng- 
lnnd  was  a  soldier  under  William  the  Conqueror, 
who,  after  the  battle  of  Hastings  (a.d.  1060),  was  as- 
signed lands  in  the  County  of  Kent.  Here  the  fnmily 
subsequently  acquired  wealth  and  influence,  and  the 
village  where  they  resided  was  named  Borden. 

The  father  of  Richard  and  John  Borden,  the  first 
emigrant*  to  America,  removed  to  Wales  in  order  to 
secure  to  his  family  larger  religious  liberty  than  they 
could  enjoy  in  Bngland.  Richard  and  John  married 
in  Wales,  and  afterwards  returned  to  Borden.  Eng- 
land, with  a  view  of  emigrating  to  America,  which 
they  did  in  163.r>,  in  the  ship  "Elizabeth,"  Roger 
Cooper,  master.  For  a  short  time  they  resided  near 
Boston,  but  preferring  the  greater  freedom  of  Rhode 
Inland,  they  chose  that  colony  as  their  future  home. 

Richard,  the  elder  brother,  and  progenitor  of  the 
fnmily  to  which  this  writing  refers,  clow,  with  other 
pioneers,  the  north  end  of  the  island,  and  was  one  of 
three  men  to  lay  out  tho  original  town  of  Portsmouth, 
It.  I.  His  son  Matthew,  born  there  in  May,  1638, 
was  tho  first  white  child  born  on  the  island  or  Rhode 
Islnnd. 

John,  the  fifth  son  of  Richard  and  Joan  Borden, 
was  bom  in  September,  1640  ;  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  William  Earle,  and  died  June  4,  1716.  His  wife, 
Mar>r i  died  in  June,  1734,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 
He  wns  a  prominent  Friend,  and  was  extensively 
known  among  the  Friends  at  a  distance  as  "John 
Borden,  of  Quaker  Hill,  Portsmouth,  R  I." 

Richard,  or  the  third  generation,  was  the  cldost 
sun  or  John  Borden,  nnd  was  born  Oct.  24,  1671. 
I  He  was  n  large  land-owner  in  Tiverton.  He  nnd  his 
brother  Joseph  bought  of  Cnpt.  Benjamin  Church 
twenty-six  nud  a  half  thirtieths  of  the  mill-stream 
nnd  mill-lot  at  Fall  River,  which  he  bequeathed, 
with  other  lands,  to  his  four  sons,  John,  Thomas, 
Joseph,  and  Samuel.    He  died  July  12,  1732. 

Thomas  Borden,  through  whom  tho  fnmily  line  is 
continued,  was  born  Dec.  8,  1097,  and  married  Mary 
Oill'nrd,  1721.  He  was  a  fnrmer  and  considerable 
land-owner  in  Tiverton,  and  owned  a  large  interest  in 
the  Fall  River  stream.  He  died  in  1739,  in  the 
forty-third  year  of  his  age. 

Richard  Borden,  of  tho  fifth  generation,  was  a 
fnrmer  and  mill-owner  in  Fall  River.  During  the 
Revolution  he  was  taken  a  prisoner  by  tho  British, 
and  carried  to  Newport,  R.  I.  While  on  his  way  a 
chain-shot  from  tho  American  fort  at  Bristol  killed 
two  Mritish  soldiers  who  hnd  him  in  charge,  while  he, 
lying  close  upon  the  deck,  escaped  unharmed.  He 
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died  July  4,  1795,  aged  Heventy-four  year*.  This 
Richard  was  the  grandfather  of  Cook  Borden.  His 
wife  was  Hope  Cook,  whom  he  married  March  12, 
1747.  His  sons  were  Thomas  and  Richard,  the  last 
named  being  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 

Richard  Borden,  of  the  sixth  generation,  married 
Patty  Bowen,  and  had  ten  children,  of  whom  Cook 
was  the  seventh  in  the  order  of  birth.  He  was  also 
the  seventh  in  descent  from  the  original  Richard 
Borden,  who  came  from  England  in  1635.  Of  the 
eleven  children  of  the  first  Richard  and  his  wife  Joan, 
Mary,  the  youngest,  married  John  Cook  in  1634. 
Thus  early  the  Bordens  and  Cooks  became  intermar- 
ried, and  from  this  came  the  given  name  of  our  sub- 
ject. The  Cooks  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  also  of  Eastern  Massachusetts. 

Cook  Borden  was  born  in  Fall  River.  Maw.  (in  that 
portion  then  Tiverton,  R.  I.),  Jan.  18,  1810.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Bessey,  Jan.  1, 1832,  and  about  that  time 
built  a  residence  on  his  estate  in  Tiverton,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  where  his  widow 
and  sous  now  reside.  By  the  change  of  boundary  line 
it  has  since  come  into  Fall  River.  Beforo  the  change 
Mr.  Borden  held  the  office  of  assessor  in  his  town,  and 
represented  it  one  term  in  the  legislature.  He  was, 
however,  a  business  man  rather  than  a  politician,  and 
never  sought  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  office.  He 
was  a  self-made  man,  and  rone  to  the  prominence 
which  he  attained  chiefly  by  hi*  own  exertions.  The 
weight  of  his  character  guve  him  position  and  respec- 
tability, although  few  men  have  been  able  to  look 
back  to  a  nobler  line  of  ancestors.  Few  men  have 
better  illustrated  the  dignity  of  labor  or  the  value  of 
economy  in  early  manhood. 

His  father  died  when  he  was  about  eighteen,  and 
his  first  money  was  procured  by  his  own  labor.  When 
starting  out  in  business  he  sold  the  portion  of  the 
farm  left  him  by  his  father,  situated  west  of  Main 
Street,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  this  was  all  the  capital  he  hud,  except  what 
he  made  for  himself.  Before  he  embarked  in  business 
on  his  own  account  he  worked  suverul  years  for  Frost 
A  Qurney,  the  original  lumber  dealers  of  Fall  River. 
He  then  commenced  the  lumber  business  for  himself 
near  Lindsey's  Wharf,  on  lands  now  occupied  by  the 
new  freight  depot  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Com- 
pany. His  business  grew  to  be  large  and  profitable, 
and  in  1846  he  bought  Bowenville,  and  removed  his 
yard  to  the  site  which  it  now  occupies. 

Mr.  William  Cogswell,  cashier  of  the  old  Tiverton 
Hank,  was  his  partner  for  many  years  from  the  first 
inception  of  the  business,  and  he  had  other  partners, 
until  at  last  his  sons,  who  hud  grown  up  in  the  busi- 
ness, took  their  places  by  his  side,  und  have  carried 
on  the  business  since  his  death,  the  style  of  the  firm, 
"Cook  Borden  &  Co.,"  remaining  unchanged. 

For  some  lime  Mr.  Hordcii  operated  in  lumbering 
in  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  at  the  same  lime  car- 
ried on  his  business  in  Fall  River. 


We  have  mentioned  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Borden  to 
Mary  Bessey  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  1832.  Mrs. 
Borden  still  survives.  Their  children  have  been :  (1) 
Mary  J.,  died  young ;  (2)  Mary  J.,  married  Dr.  James 
W.  Hartley,  May  1,  1853;  (3)  Theodore  W.,  married 
Mary  L  Davol,  June  10, 1859;  (4)  Avis,  diod  young; 

(5)  Philip  H.,  married  Ruth  A.  Dennis,  Oct.  8,  1861 ; 

(6)  Jerome  C,  died  young;  (7)  Jerome  C,  married 
Emma  E.  Tetlow,  June  28,  1870. 

Mr.  Borden  died  8ept.  20,  1880,  in  the  seventy-first 
year  of  his  age.  From  notices  published  at  the  time 
of  his  death  we  select  the  following,  which  is  no  over- 
drawn estimate  of  his  character  and  worth  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen : 

"  Mr.  Borden  from  his  birth,  which  occurred  in  this 
city  in  1810,  by  his  long  business  life  and  close  asso- 
ciation with  the  varied  industries  of  the  city,  was  as 
intimately  connected  with  Fall  River,  its  peculiari- 
ties and  aspirations,  as  a  man  well  could  be.  Reluted 
by  lies  of  blood  to  most  of  our  old  families,  und  ac- 
quainted by  business  associations  with  almost  every- 
body in  the  city  who  had  connections  with  our  man- 
ufacturing and  mercantile  interests,  he  was  one  of  the 
best  known  of  our  prominent  men.  His  acquaintance 
wasconfined  to  noone  class;  the 0|ierative,  the  laborer, 
the  mechanic,  the  fisherman,  the  tradesman,  the  man- 
ufacturer, the  professional  man,  the  clergyman,  all 
knew  him;  ami  in  his  long,  large  list  of  acquaint- 
ances there  was  not  one  that  did  not  know  bin  to 
respect  him.  Naturally  reserved  and  reticent,  he 
was  better  known  upon  closer  acquaintance.  There 
was  nothing  about  him  flashy  or  eager;  he  was  solid, 
conservative,  steady. 

"  Mr.  Horde 1 1  was  not  selfish  or  avaricious.  Many 
a  man  now  lives  in  Fall  River  who  has  tested  his 
kiuduess  of  heart  and  willingness  to  help  one  who 
was  trying  honorably  to  help  himself.  He  was  also 
a  man  of  deep  religious  convictions,  und  for  many 
years  hail  been  a  consistent  and  earnest  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Full  River.  He  was  al- 
ways to  be  found  in  his  seat  on  Sundays  in  the  days 
of  his  health,  and  never  tired  iu  service  or  in  giving. 
He  was  one  of  the  largest  contributors  to  his  church 
and  other  religious  s  gen  ties. 

"  Sir.  Bordeu  was  fond  of  out-of-door  sports,  espe- 
cially of  fishing.  He  knew  all  about  our  coast  and 
the  Lest  fishing-grounds.  He  was  almost  an  authority 
on  these  matters.  Iu  pleasant  weather  he  delighted 
to  be  on  the  water,  und  was  an  expert  in  the  use  of 
the  fishing-line. 

"  He  always  applied  himself  to  business,  and  his 
life  was  one  of  lubor  and  constant  application.  Iu 
his  lurge  lumber  business,  one  of  the  best-known  es- 
tablishments of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  New  England, 
he  has  lately  been  associuted  with  his  three  sous. 
The  business  grew  from  a  modest  beginning  into  large 
dimensions.  He  has  held  u  long  list  of  offices  of 
trust,  and  his  death  will  leave  many  vacancies  to  be 
filled.    He  was  president  of  the  Union  National 
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Bank,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Investment  of  the 
Union  Snvings-IVniik,  a  director  in  the  Olmec,  Richard 
Borden,  nnd  Tccumsch  Mills. 

"  His  life  wan  gentle,  and  Llio  elcmcnU  so  mixed  in 
him  that  nature  might  stand  up  and  say  to  nil  the 
'Thin  vu  n  man."' 


W.  B.  TKAKFOHD. 
William  H.  TrafTord,  son  of  William  Bradford  and 
Sarah  (Cxstinnw)  Trallord,  wn  horn  in  Dartmouth, 
Main.,  Dec.  ft,  1819.  He  was  descended,  in  the  sixth 
generation,  from  a  prominent  Protestant  family  of 
Knglnnd,  which,  under  the  popish  persecutions,  suf- 
fered much  in  person  and  estate.  The  first  Trafiord 
who  started  for  Americn  wns  n  wealthy  gentleman 
living  near  JjOiulon.  He  was  selected  as  a  victim  for 
dentil  during  the  last  Catholic  persecution  in  Eng- 
land, nnd  was  warned  when  the  ofllccra  coming  to 
arrest  him  were  approaching  his  house,  and  not 
having  time  to  escape  he  hastily  put  on  his  groom's 
clothes  and  engaged  in  labor  in  the  stables.  The 
officers  came,  round  no  one  hut  the  grooms,  and  de- 
parted. TrafTord  then  left  the  place,  and  chartered  a 
vessel  to  removo  himself  and  family  to  America. 
Here  he  passes  from  our  knowledge.  Whether  ho 
was  captured  and  was  executed,  or  died  while  at  sea, 
arc  cpially  unknown  to  us.  The  vessel,  however, 
came  to  America,  and  landed  at  Dartmouth,  Mass., 
about  1C90,  bringing  his  two  sons,  one  of  whom  was 
Thomas.  The  English  estates  were  confiscated,  and 
reverted  to  the  crown.  Thomas  settled  in  Dartmouth, 
married,  and  bad  children.  The  other  son  settled  in 
New  Jersey,  nnd  his  descendant*  are  numerous  in  the 
Middle  nnd  Western  States.  From  the  landing  at 
Dartmouth  the  Trall'ord  family  has  been  connected 
with  the  history  of  Bristol  County.  The  oldest  son 
of  Thomas  and  the  only  child  attaining  maturity  was 
Philip.  He  had  n  son  Joseph,  who  was  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier  under  Washington.  Tradition  says 
Unit  once,  while  be  was  standing  guard,  Washington 
endeavored  to  make  the  rounds  without  giving  the 
countersign.  He  succeeded  in  passing  two  of  the 
guards,  but  TrafTord  refused  to  let  him  pons  until  he 
had  given  the  pro|w?r  countersign.  From  that  time 
Joseph  Trafiord  was  the  one  chosen  for  duties  of 
great  tru«t  ami  especial  responsibilities,  and  he  was 
rapidly  promoted,  Itccnmiiig  one  of  the  licst  officers 
in  liis  division.  He  lived  and  died  in  Dartmouth, 
leaving  seven  children,  Samuel,  Joseph,  William 
Bradford',  Philip,  Pbebe,  Ruth,  and  Naomi.  (We 
find  in  family  records  that  Joseph  bad  a  brother 
Elihu,  who  with  two  others  ran  a  vessel  from  New 
Bedford  to  New  York  and  lip  the  Connecticut  Biver. 
While  the  vessel  was  moored  at  New  Bedford,  Elihu 
and  two  others  started  on  foot  to  visit  their  friends  in 
Dartmouth.  When  but  a  short  distance  out  they  ob- 
served British  soldiers  following  them,  when  they 
shot  at  them,  nnd  the  soldiers  returning  their  fire  in- 


stantly killed  all  three.)  Joseph  lived  to  a  hale  old 
age.  and  was  esteemed  for  his  strength  of  character 
and  general  worthiness. 

Willinm  Bradford  TrafTord,  the  first  of  this  family 
to  bear  the  name  of  the  old  colonial  Governor,  was 
born  in  Dartmouth,  and  was  a  mariner.  He  hail  two 
daughters,  Buth  and  Nancy  A.,  and  one  son,  William 
lirttaybnP.  (Nancy,  born  Feb.  11, 1811,  is  now  living 
at  We- ']'"'!.  Mass.)  He  left  not  much  to  record,  as 
shortly  before  the  birth  of  his  son  he  went  to  sea, 
where  he  probably  was  lost,  as  he  never  returned,  and 
no  tidings  ever  came  of  him. 

William  B.  TrafTord1  had  very  limited  advantages 
of  schools,  and  from  the  age  of  ten,  when  he  began 
to  work  in  the  mills  at  Fall  River,  until  his  death  he 
was  constantly  at  work  with  hands  and  brain,  and 
during  his  long  and  busy  career  no  one  ever  won 
more  or  warmer  friends.  The  support  of  his  mother's 
family  in  time  largely  devolved  on  him,  and  well  did 
he  discharge  the  trust.  (His  mother  is  yet  living  at 
Wcstport,  Mans.,  aged  ninety-one.  She  married  a 
second  time  a  Mr.  Lewis,  and  George  and  Elijah 
Lewis,  so  long  connected  with  Mr.  TrafTord  in  the 
Wcstport  Manufacturing  Company,  were  her  sons  by 
this  marriage.  She  was  daughter  of  Raymond  Cos- 
tinow,  who  emigrated  to  America  from  France,  mar- 
rial  Phebc  Salisbury,  resided  in  Westport,  Mass.,  and 
had  seven  children, — Raymond,  John,  Phebe,  Martha, 
Hannah,  Barbara,  and  Sarah  ('., — and  died  aged  sev- 
enty-six. Mrs.  Castinow  died  aged  forty-seven.) 
From  his  fifteenth  year  Mr.  TrafTord  carried  on  busi- 
ness for  himself,  hiring  machinery  and  working  dili- 
gently, and  developed  those  traits  of  economy  and 
thrift  so  marked  in  later  life.  In  the  spring  of  1846 
he  entered  into  copartnership  with  n  fellow-workman, 
Augustus  Chncc,  as  Chace  k  TrafTord.  They  had 
only  a  small  beginning,  the  savings  from  their  wnges 
as  mill  operatives.  Mr.  Chace  contributed  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  dollars,  Mr.  TrafTord  seven  hun- 
dred dollars.  With  this  capital  they  purchased  a 
small  lot  and  wnter  privilege  at  (Robe  village,  and 
put  up  a  very  small  mill  for  spinning  coarse  yarn,  for 
which  their  means  would  only  allow  the  purchase  of 
second-hand  machinery.  The  machinery  being  in 
poor  order  it  was  not  easy  to  hire  operatives,  but  the 
partners  were  men  whose  capacity  for  work  enabled 
them  alone  to  achieve  as  much  labor  as  six  hired 
operatives.  The  stream  was  small,  and  as  it  furnished 
their  only  power,  to  avoid  the  waste  of  any  water  they 
very  frequently  ran  their  machinery  night  and  day, 
and  for  a  long  period  habitually  they  would  work 
until  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  To  such 
labor  there  could  only  come  one  result, — wealth. 
,  After  enlarging  the  capacity  of  this  mill  they  pur- 
chased the  Westport  mill,  Mr.  TrafTord  taking  the 
management  of  that,  and  settled  in  Wcstport  in  June, 
18M.  About  1801  tbo  interests  were  divided,  Mr. 
Traffbrd  and  his  half-brothers,  George  and  Elijah 
Lewis,  who  had  been  previously  connected  with  the 
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busincM,  taking  the  Westport  Mills,  which  were  or- 
ganized and  operated  by  the  Westport  Manufacturing 
Company.  Mr.  TrafTord  continued  as  business  man- 
ager until  his  death,  Feb.  4,  18.SG,  having,  however, 
returned  to  Fall  River  Sept.  16,  1876,  where  be  con- 
tinued to  reaide  till  his  death.  His  brothers  attended 
as  well  to  the  mechanical  departments  as  he  to  the 
financial,  and  all  worked  in  harmony.  Additions 
and  extensive  improvements  were  from  time  to  time 
made,  and  the  company  has  been  very  prosperous. 

Mr.  TrafTord  married,  first,  Abby  W.  Borden,  May 
15,  1842.  She  died  Nov.  2,  1850.  Their  children 
were  William  C,  Andrew  R.,  Charles  A.,  and  Orrin 
F.  April  19,  1858,  he  married  Rueful  M.,  daughter 
of  Perry  and  Ruth  (Macombcr)  Davis.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Allison  W.,  II.  Lester,  Perry  D.,  and  Ber- 
nard W.  (A  most  wonderful  and  strong  attachment 
exists  between  the  four  older  children  and  the  second 
wife  of  Mr.  Traftbrd.  She  has  nobly  filled  a  mother's 
place  in  their  young  lives,  and  her  care  and  attention 
has  been  fully  appreciated  by  them.  Her  comfort  is 
their  first  care.)  All  the  children  are  living  but 
Orrin  F.,  who  was  thrown  from  a  buggy  Nov.  18, 
1880,  and  instantly  killed.  William  C.  succeeds  his 
father  as  manager  of  the  Westport  Manufacturing 
Company.  Andrew  R.  resides  in  Westport,  and  has 
three  children,— Abby  W.,  Orrin  L,  and  Edith  C. 
Orrin  left  two  daughters, — Rnchie  H.  and  Orena  F. 
Charles  A.  and  Allison  W.  reside  in  Providence,  R.  I. 
Charles  has  two  children,— Minnie  E.  and  William 
Bradford.  Henry  L.,  Perry  D.,  and  Bernard  W.  are 
residing  with  their  mother  in  Fall  River. 

Mr.  Tmflbrd  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Frank- 
lin Street  Christian  Church,  of  Fall  River.  He  was 
Republican  in  politics,  and  as  such  represented  the 
town  of  Tiverton,  R.  L,  in  the  Slate  Legislature  as 
senator  in  1857.  For  many  years  he  was  a  director 
in  the  Fall  River  National  Bank.  A  beautiful  and 
costly  monument  marks  his  resting-place  in  the  Oak 
Grove  Cemetery  at  Fall  River,  but  bis  memory  will 
be  kept  green  in  the  hearts  of  the  many  who  learued 
to  prize  him  for  his  unassuming  worth,  his  pleasant 
ways,  his  sterling  integrity,  and  his  liberality  to  all 
worthy  social,  public,  and  religious  causes.  He  was 
more  than  an  ordinary  man.  Without  curly  educa- 
tion, he  rose,  by  the  force  of  his  own  ability,  to  stand 
in  the  front  rank  of  the  business  men  of  his  day,  and 
left,  a  large  estate  as  the  result  of  his  ability.  In  re- 
ligious, business,  social,  and  family  relations  his  death 
lea  a  vacuum  in  many  hearts  that  can  never  be  filled 


THOMA.S  Al.MY. 
No  sketch  of  the  lives  of  men  who  have  contributed 
to  the  upbuilding  of  the  social  and  material  growth 
of  Fall  River  would  be  complete  without  mention  of 
the  late  Thomas  Almy.  With  his  name  more  than 
that  of  any  other  citizen  must  always  be  associated 
the  history  of  journalism  in  Kail  River.    His  life 


spanned  almost  the  entire  period  in  which  Fall  River 
journalism  grow  from  fitful  and  spasmodic  ventures 
Into  a  permanent  and  powerful  influence  in  directing 
the  thought  and  energies  of  tiie  community. 

Thomas  Almy's  life  was  spent  in  this  city,  or  within 
a  few  miles  from  it.  He  was  bom  in  the  neighboring 
town  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  on  Feb.  28,  1819.  His  par- 
ents were  Deacon  Thomas  and  Lydia  (Bailey)  Almy, 
and  his  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm  in  his  unlive 
Statu,  where  ho  developed  that  stroug  character  and 
sturdy  manliness  which  distinguished  him  in  his  more 
mature  years.  He  enjoyed  such  advantages  and  edu- 
cation in  his  youth  as  suhstuutiul  New  England  farm- 
ers there  gave  to  their  children.  II  is  allucliniiiitc  dis- 
position and  amiability  of  temper  made  him  popular 
with  his  youthful  associates,  and  muny  of  the  friend- 
ships made  when  he  was  a  lad  were  maintained  all  his 
life.  His  willingness  to  work  and  unwillingness  toshirk 
his  just  share  of  the  labor  such  as  was  then  incidental 
to  the  life  of  a  boy  on  a  furm  were  exhibited  throughout 
ull  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  afterwards,  even  under 
trying  conditions  and  in  ill-health,  won  distinguishing 
characteristics  in  all  his  relations  of  life.  When  he 
left  the  farm  he  went  to  llristol,  R.  I.,  where  he  Ite- 
came  apprenticed  in  the  printing  business  to  Hon.  W. 
H.  S.  Bailey,  at  the  office  of  the  ItrUtol  I'huHU.  In 
this  establishment  he  learned  thoroughly  the  printer's 
trade.  His  next  change  was  made  by  a  removal  to 
Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  engaged  us  a  compos- 
itor at  the  office  of  the  Providence  Journal.  The  coun- 
try lad  soon  was  recognized  us  having  much  promise. 
His  fidelity,  iutegrity,  und  energy  were  manifested  in 
both  cities,  and  in  later  years  he  would  speak  with 
affectionate  admiration  of  his  early  employers  and 
those  who  befriended  him  in  his  youth.  Alter  Mr. 
Almy  had  attained  his  majority  he  decided  to  start  in 
business  for  himself,  uud  his  attention  was  culled  to 
Fall  River,  which  hud  then  uoptircd  some  promi- 
nence us  a  manufacturing  town.  He  came  to  this 
city  before  1S40,  ami  after  working  for  a  short  time 
in  the  office  of  the  Patriot,  a  small  weekly  paper,  he 
associated  himself  ill  business  with  the  lute  Louis 
Luphum,  and  commenced  the  publication,  in  1811,  of 
the  weekly  An/uttj/x.  This  journal  was  sul«ui|Uclilly 
followed  by  the  Wukly  Anju$,  of  which  Mr.  A  liny  and 
the  lute  Jonathan  Shide  were  the  publishers,  but,  like 
its  predecessor,  this  sheet  hud  a  litful  existence,  and 
the  yOMMg  publisher  had  the  misfortune  of  losing  his 
office  and  material  in  the  great  lire  of  18411.  Ho  wus 
not  disheartened  by  his  Ions,  and  soon  after  com- 
menced the  publication  of  Iho  Mechanic,  and  still 
later  the  Wampanoay.  In  all  these  ventures  there 
was  much  hard  work  and  anxiety,  but  the  earnest, 
ambitious  young  printer  was  not  so  easily  discour- 
uged.  He  played  n  manly  part  and  was  constantly 
making  friends.  These  weeklies  invariably  incul- 
cated the  importance  of  the  temperance  reform  und 
the  elevation  of  the  working-clu»»ea.  In  1845,  when 
the  old  Whig  and  Democratic  parties  were  wrestling 
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for  the  control  of  tin*  country,  n  number  of  leading 
Democrat*  in  Full  Uiver  decided  to  start  a  weekly 
newspaper  which  wa*  to  represent  the  principle*  of  ' 
that  party  in  thi*  rity.  These  gentlemen  employe!  I 
Mr.  A  liny  anil  Mr.  John  (*.  Milne.  nlso  n  young  printer 
at  that  time,  to  manage  the  printing  ami  publication 
of  their  paper. 

In  thi*  way  was  born  the  Wcrkly  Ncict,  with  which 
paper  nil  of  Mr.  A  liny'*  *iili*eipient  years  were  most 

intimately  associated.  The  enterprise  wa.*  arduous, 

laborious,  ami  difficult.  The  responsibilities  thrown 
upon  the  two  young  publisher*  seemed  very  great, 
hut  industry  ami  perseverance  surmounted  all  obsta- 
cles. Our  by  one  the  original  proprietor*  Mild  their 
interest  lolhe  firm  of  Almy  ft  Milne,  until  tlu-y  be- 
came  the  sole  owners  or  the  journal.  Among  their 
early  contributors  were  Dr.  F'tster  Hooper,  Dr. 
Phincas  \V.  Inland,  Jonathan  Sladc,  Esq.,  and  the 
Rev.  John  Westall,  who  was  ever  afterwards  Mr. 
Almy'*  hived  and  trusted  friend.  The  Wrttly  Arm* 
p-maincd  an  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party  until 
that  organization  became  fatally  entangled  in  the 
meshes  of  the  slave  power,  ami  the  publishers,  after 
adopting  the  principle*  of  the  anti-slavery  movement, 
became  identified  tvith  the  rising  and  growing  Repub- 
lican party.  The  increase  of  population  in  Fall  River 
demanded  a  daily  paper,  and  in  18S9,  the  year  before 
the  outbreak  of  the  great  civil  war,  the  Jhiilij  New* 
was  started,  and  it*  publication  has  been  witnessed 
simultaneously  ever  since  with  that  of  the  Wrrkly 
AVkw.  The  co-partnership  of  Almy  ft  Milne  was 
never  dissolved  until  the  death  of  Mr.  A  liny.  In 
I  SUM  it  became  Almy,  Milne  ft  Co.,  by  the  addition 
of  Mr.  Franklin  I..  Almy,  who  had  been  an  employe 
in  the  office  IV  the  very  beginning.  The  prosper- 
ity of  the  paper  wa*  largely  due  to  the  sound  judg- 
ment, excellent  sense,  ami  unwenried  eirort*  of  Mr. 
Almy,  who  never  spared  any  honorable  means  to 
make  it  worthy  of  sound  popular  approval. 

Oetolier  I,  1810,  Mr.  Almy  wn*  married  to  Han- 
nah T.  Almy,  a  daughter  of  Laugworthy  and  Ivdith 
(1.  Almy.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  late 
Rev.  nenjamin  l'helan.  With  gathering  year*  Mr. 
Almy'*  character  liecame  rounded  and  ripened  into  a 
splendid  manhood,  lie  constantly  grew  into  the  uni- 
versal respect  and  esteem  of  the  community,  and  be- 
came known  a*  a  stanch,  earnc*t,  and  true  laborer  in 
every  good  cause.  He  identified  himself  with  the 
manufacturing  interest*  of  Fall  River,  and  *erved  as 
a  director  in  the  Osborne  anil  Wampanoag  Mills.  He 
wa*  also  a  director  in  the  Second  National  Rank,  and 
was  a  trustee  and  member  or  the  board  of  investment 
of  the  Five  t'enta  Snviugs-Rnnk.  He  was  for  some 
vear*  secretary  of  the  Children's  Home,  anil  wa*  al- 
ways a  liberal  friend  of  that  excellent  charily. 

The  moral  side  of  Mr.  Almy'*  character  will  longest 
be  remembered.  In  him  the  tern pernnce cause  had  a 
devoted  friend.  His  church  relation*  were  sweet  and 
beautiful.    He  wa*  a  disciple  of  Finanuel  Swcden- 


borg,  and  for  many  years  wa*  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  New  Jem*alem.  In  this  society  his  position 
'  wa*  almost  patriarchal.  He  loved  its  ministrations, 
I  it*  Sunday-school,  and  gatherings.  His  place  was 
never  vacant  when  his  health  allowed.  His  spir- 
itual and  religion*  life,  although  modest  and  unosten- 
tatious, was  deeply  devout.  Religion  waa  in  him  a 
daily  walk,  hi*  evening  incense  and  morning  devotion. 

His  noble  life  made  his  faith  respected.  His  charity 
and  philanthropy  were  hounded  only  by  his  means. 
He  wa*  the  friend  of  the  poor  and  needy,  of  those  in 
sorrow,  of  the  struggling  young  mnn  or  woman  who 
came  for  assistance  or  advice.  Like  gathering  sun- 
shine his  good  deeds  gilded  his  life  and  sweetened  his 
declining  years. 

Mr.  Almy's  death  occurred  at  the  house  of  hi*  bro- 
ther, Judge  Joseph  Almy,  at  San  Rafael,  Cal.,  May 
7,  1882. 

In  search  of  health  and  needed  rest,  and  in  fulfill- 
ment of  the  dream  of  year*,  he,  with  his  wife  and 
his  partner,  Mr.  Milne  and  wife,  had  joined  an  ex- 
cursion party  for  California,  the  month  previous.  Mr. 
Almy's  health  had  been  feeble  for  some  time,  and  the 
long  journey  was  too  much  for  his  weakened  physical 
powers.  He  died  shortly  after  reaching  his  brother's 
house.  His  remain*  were  brought  to  Fall  River  and 
interred  in  Oak  drove  Cemetery,  his  beloved  pastor, 
Rev.  John  Westall,  conducting  the  funeral  services. 

Words  of  praise  seem  almost  out  of  place  in  writing 
of  one  whose  modesty  and  self-forget  fulness  would 
lead  him,  if  alive,  to  shrink  from  panegyric.  Unt 
memory  loves  to  linger  on  the  history  of  a  man  so 
thoroughly  true  and  manly  as  Thomas  Almy. 

His  death  was  universally  mourned.  His  beauti- 
ful and  serene  life  wn*  a  legacy  to  the  community 
where  he  lived,  and  will  bhwsom  in  unknown  paths 
and  quiet  places  wherever  his  influence  may  have 
reached. 

Well  did  he  act  dispart  in  life  ;  well  did  he  win  the 
crown  of  immortality.  Though  his  name  has  not 
figured  in  the  grent  fields  of  nction  which  led  to 
worldly  renown,  he  none  the  less  lived  the  life  of  a 
moral  hero,  and  shrauk  not  from  the  duty  of  the 
hour. 

To  his  friends  and  in  the  family  circle  loving  and 
gentle;  to  the  world  retiring  and  unobtrusive,  those 
who  were  admitted  to  his  friendship  will  never  forget 
in  him  "that  beat  portion  of  a  good  man's  life,  his 
little  nameless,  unnumbered  acta  of  kindness  and  of 
love." 

The  various  corporations  and  societies  of  which 
Mr.  Almy  was  a  member  put  upon  record  appropri- 
ate expressions  of  their  esteem  and  respect  for  his 
memory.  From  the  records  of  the  directors  of  the 
Second  National  Rank,  of  Fall  River,  we  copy  the 
following: 

"Our  late  associate,  director,  and  friend,  Mr. 
Thomas  Almy,  having  been  suddenly  called  from 
this  life  while  away  from  home  seeking  restoration 


Digitized  by  Google 


384 


HISTORY  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


or  failing  health,  we  enter  this  day  upon  our  records 
this  tribute  of  esteem  and  respect  to  his  memory. 

"  Mr.  Alroy  was  one  of  the  original  directors  of 
this  bank,  having  been  elected  to  thut  position  Sept. 
23,  1856,  while  it  was  a  State  institution  with  the 
name  of  Wamautta  Dank,  was  re-elected  under  its 
present  organization  as  the  Second  National  Dank, 
March  19,  1864.  He  has  therefore  been  connected 
with  this  institution  nearly  twenty-six  years,— year* 
of  more  tluiti  usual  interest  tint)  responsibility,  cov- 
ering times  of  great  prosperity  and  corresponding 
adversity  of  peculiar  trial  and  discipline.  Through- 
out these  years  he  has  been  a  faithful,  diligent 
officer,  attending  to  his  duties  in  a  careful,  conscien- 
tious, and  gentlemanly  manner,  winning  our  allee- 
lionate  regard  by  his  kindly,  honest,  and  efficient 
service.  Firm  when  occasion  demanded  it,  he  whs 
ever  gentle  in  his  deportment,  and  especially  en- 
deared himsetf  by  his  thoughtful  consideration  of  the 
feelings  of  others.  He  had  decided  opinions  of  his 
own,  but  was  always  careful  aud  modest  in  the  ex- 
pression of  them  so  as  not  to  reflect  or  seem  to  re- 
flect upon  the  opinions  of  others,  or  wound  their 
sensibilities. 

"  We  shall  miss  him  from  his  seat  at  this  board, 
where  for  so  many  years  he  has  been  a  valued  mem- 
ber, but  we  rejoice  in  the  feeling  that  it  is  well  with 
him  in  the  larger  life  into  which  he  has  now  entered. 
As  friends  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the 
afflicted  family  in  this  their  bereavement,  and  will  join 
them  iu  paying  the  last  tribute  of  res|H>ct  to  his  re- 
roaius  by  attending  his  funeral  services." 

The  directors  of  the  Waiupauoag  Company  put 
upon  their  records  a  similar  tribute,  saying  among 
other  things,  "The  passing  away  of  such  a  man, 
whose  long  residence  in  this  community,  and  inti- 
mate connection  with  its  interests,  moral  as  well  as 
material,  is  an  event  that  will  be  deplored  wherever 
he  was  known." 

The  Massachusetts  Association,  of  which  he  was  a 
member  and  often  a  delegate,  adopted  the  following 
brief  expression  of  their  sense  of  his  character  and 
services  to  the  church: 

"  H'Vrwu,  Slnco  <mr  1st)  lurrtlug,  Mr.  TIiuoim  AIibjt,  at  full  RJivr, 
Urn*  U<n  niuurtil  lu  III*  spiritual  vorU ; 

'  Wi>I,  Tl.ni  tbii  tMucUtloii  lui.hjf  recotiU  IU  high  »M>iccl»lhm 
or  Mi  clia«»ct*r,  »ud  lb  gnilelul  •ik.iH.wlt.liim.nl.  uf  hit  qultl  l.ul 
lunful  turtle*  li>  lli«  chinch." 


JONATHAN  T.  LINCOLN. 

Prominent  among  the  industries  of  Fall  River,  and 
one  deserving  more  than  a  passing  notice,  is  the.  ma- 
chine-works of  Kilburn,  Lincoln  &  Co.  The  success 
of  this  industry,  the  business  history  of  which  covers 
a  period  of  nearly  forty  years,  is  largely  due  to  the 
mechanical  ingenuity  and  business  sagacity  or  Jonu- 
thun  Thayer  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  Taunton 
families  of  Lincoln,  whose  ancestors  were  among  the 


earliest  settlers  in  Bristol  » '.unity.  He  was  h  sou  of 
Caleb  aud  Mercy  (Thayer)  Lincoln,  aud  was  born  in 
Taunton,  Oct.  17.  1805.  Their  other  children  were 
Nellie  (born  1788,  died  1865),  Nancy  (bom  1780, died 
1874),  William  (born  1790,  died  1822),  lletsey  (born 
1792,  died  1K82),  Hannah  (born  1793,  died  1874), 
Leontine  (bom  1796,  died  1820),  Maria  (horn  1798, 
died  1822),  Narcissa  (born  1800,  died  1827).  Caleb 
Martin  (born  1802,  did  1855).  Lorenzo  ( bom  1803), 
and  Mercy  Einmcline  (bom  1810).  Caleb  Lincoln 
whs  a  farmer  aud  miller,  living  on  a  farm  in  the  now 
village  of  Westville,  Taunton,  which  had  been  iu 
possession  of  his  family  since  their  settlement  in  the 
town  about  the  year  1060,  and  which  is  still  owned 
and  occupied  by  one  of  his  sous.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Caleb's  father  was  Wil- 
liam Lincoln,  who  married  Hannah  Wade.  Children, 
— Zilphy,  Sally,  Lurana,  Rebecca,  Deborah,  aud 
Caleb.  William's  father  was  Thomas  Lincoln,  who 
married  Hcbccca  Walker.  Children.-Willimii, Kilns, 
Nathan,  and  Talmtliu. 

The  family  came  to  Taunton  from  lliiighum.  It 
is  an  interesting  fact  that  nearly  all  the  Lincoln  fam- 
ilies in  the  United  State*  trace,  with  more  or  less  dis- 
tinctness, their  first  settlement  therein  to  Hiiigham. 
Hon.  Solomon  Lincoln,  in  a  monograph  on  the  Lin- 
coln families  of  Massachusetts,  claims  thut  all  the 
Lincoln*  in  Massachusetts  ure  descendants  of  the 
Lincoln*  who  settled  iu  llingham  in  1636  aud  1638. 
He  says,  "We  have  evidence  of  authentic  records 
that  the  early  settlers  of  llingham  of  the  name  of 
Lincoln  were  four  bearing  the  name  of  Thomas,  dis- 
tinguished from  each  other  by  their  occupations  as 
miller,  weaver,  cooper,  and  huahuiidmuu  ;  Stephen 
(brother  of  the  husbuiidiuuii),  Daniel,  and  Kumuel 
(brother  of  the  weaver.)"  He  add-,  "Our  claim  is 
that  the  early  settlers  of  Hiiighum  above  enumerated 
were  the  progenitors  of  all  the  Liucolus  of  this  coun- 
try." From  llingham  the  Liucolus  trace  their  curly 
home  to  Norfolk  Couuty,  England. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  the  first  rudi- 
ments of  his  school  education  at  the  old  red  school- 
house  at  Westville,  and  completed  it  at  the  age  of 
sixteecn  years  at  the  private  school  of  Rev.  Alvin 
Cohli.  a  school  which  early  iu  the  century  enjoyed 
considerable  local  fame.  He  then  went  to  work  for 
his  brother  William,  who  with  a  cousin,  Itcujamiii 
Lincoln,  had  begun  the  business  of  cotton-spinning 
iu  what  was  culled  the  Shovel-Cake  Factory  at  West- 
ville. At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  apprenticed  to 
David  Ferry,  who  owned  a  machine-shop  on  the 
White  Birc|i  Stream  iu  Dightou.  Here  he  learned 
the  machinist's  trade,  a  trade  which  had  been  his 
choice  from  ItoyhiHtd. 

When  out  of  his  time,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
with  a  new  suit  of  clothes  mid  fifty  dollars  in  money, 
then  the  usual  "  freedom"  payment  to  an  apprentice 
for  his  three  years'  service  at  his  trade,  he  left  Tuuu- 
U>n  for  l'uwluckct,  where  he  found  employment  at  the 
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machine-shop  of  Dnvitl  Wilkinson.  Here  lie  worked 
about  three  years,  nnd  had  for  fellow-workmen  Dnvid 

Falo*  and  Alvin  Jenka,  afterward*  founders  of  the 

firm  of  Falos  ft  Jenk*.  nud  Clark  Tompkins,  after- 
ward* tlie  successful  machine-maker  of  Troy,  N.  V. 
He  next  removed  to  Taunton,  where  lie  lived  nbout  n 
yenr.  It  whs  nbout  this  time  thnt  he  was  engaged  to 
change  n  single-color  printing-machine  to  a  multiple- 
color  machine,  one  of  the  first  probahly  ever  made  in 
the  country. 

He  mote  to  Kail  River  in  1829,  and  in  18.11  was 
employed  a*  mnsler-meohnnic  by  the  Massasnit  Mill 
Company,  whieh  then  losisod  the  mill  property  on 
Poonssct  Slrrol  owned  by  the  Watuppa  Manufacturing 
Coni]tnny.  In  1 S  4C  the  Massasnit  Company  re- 
moved it"  machinery  to  its  new  mill  on  Davol  Street. 
The  Watuppa  Company,  of  whieh  Mr.  Linden  Cook- 
was  agent,  decided  to  fill  its  mill  with  improved  ma- 
chinery for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  nud 
engaged  Mr.  Lincoln  to  build  a  part  of  the  looms, 
which  he  did  in  the  machine-shop  of  the  mill.  The 
job  of  looms  was  divided  into  throe  parts.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln had  at  first  a  third,  and  Mr.  John  Kilburn  a 
third,  n  ilh  the  understanding  with  the  company  that 
the  one  who  completed  his  part  first  should  have  the 
remaining  third  to  mike.  Mr.  Lincoln  wa*  the  suc- 
cessful competitor,  and  so  made  two-thirds  of  the 
looms.  The  style  of  loom  thou  made  was  widely 
known  as  the  "  Fall  Uiver  loom." 

In  1844,. lohn  Kilburn,  a  native  of  New  llam|»*hirc, 
be^an  in  Full  Uiver  the  manufacture  of  cotton-looms 
and  the  Fourneyron  turbine,  the  latter  n  French  In- 
vention which  was  Itoing  introduced  into  the  New 
Kuglnnd  mills  as  a  waler-motor.  He  had  been  in 
limine**  but  a  short  lime  when  bin  health  failed,  and 
belied  in  18IU. 

Shortly  alter  his  death  a  copartnership  was  formed, 
comprising  bis  widow,  his  brother  Klijah  C.,  and  Mr. 
Lincoln,  which  succeeded  to  the  business  he  had  been 
engaged  in  establishing.  The  firm,  which  was  called 
V..  ('.  Kilburn  A  Co.,  manufactured  turbines,  shaft- 
ing, and  various  kinds  of  machinery  for  print-works 
nml  iron-mills. 

Mr.  Kilburn  had  charge  of  the  office- work,  and  Mr. 
Lincoln  of  the  mechanical.  Moth  were  industrious, 
hard-working  men,  and  they  nook  built,  up  a  nourish- 
ing business.  The  firm  continued  until  ISfni,  when  a 
new  firm,  Kilburn,  Lincoln  it  Son,  was  formed,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Kilburn,  Mr.  Lincoln,  ami  his  oldest 
son,  Henry  C.  Lincoln.  The  younger  Mr.  Lincoln 
brought  to  the  hiisinc**  a  practical  knowledge  of  me- 
chanics and  a  thorough  business  training,  having  been 
associated  with  his  fnlber  in  business  in  vnriou*  ca- 
pacities from  early  manhood. 

Although  making  many  other  kind*  of  machinery, 
the  linn  made  a  specialty  of  the  "  Fourneyron  Tur- 
bine." This  turbine,  ns  improved  hy  them,  bad  a 
large  sale,  displacing  the  lumbering  breast-wheels,  and 
utilizing  a  percentage  of  power  the  bast  of  them  never 
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;  rivaled.  In  1809,  Mr.  Lincoln  marie  an  extensive 
business  tour  through  the  Southern  States,  his  firm 
having  built  up  a  considerable  business  with  the 
manufacturers  of  that  section  of  our  country. 

In  1867  it  was  found  necessary  to  build  a  larger 
machine-shop,  ami  it  was  decided  to  add  an  iron 
foundry  to  their  works.  To  insure  the  new  feature 
being  a  success,  Mr.  Charles  P.  Dring,  who  had  been 
superintendent  of  the  Fall  River  Iron- Works  Com- 
pany's foundry  for  many  years,  became  associated 
with  them.  The  name  was  changed  to  Kilburn,  Lin- 
coln &  Co.,  and  they  became  an  incorporated  com- 
pany in  1808,  under  the  general  incorporation  act  of 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Lincoln's  son-iu-law,  Andrew 
Luscoinb,  who  had  been  engaged  with  them  in  the 
manufacture  of  musket-ports  for  the  United  States 
government,  was  also  admitted.  The  new  works  were 
completed  on  a  tract  of  three  hundred  rods  of  land 
in  an  eligible  location  near  railroads  and  tide-water, 
and  comprised  a  maehinc-shop,  iron  foundry,  hrnas 
foundry,  pattern-house,  paint  shops,  warehouse,  and 
setting-up  shop.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected  president 
I  of  the  corporation,  and  remniued  so  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Kilburn  wn*  elected  treasurer,  which  ]iositinu  he 
held  until  1872. 

In  January,  18C!>.  Mr.  Kilburn  disposed  of  the 
larger  part  of  Ihh  interest,  nml  subsequently  of  all 
of  it.  to  the  other  members,  and  in  1872  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  the  King  Philip  Mills,  which  position  ho 
still  holds.  On  his  retirement  Mr.  Lincoln's  young- 
est son,  Lcontinc,  was  elected  treasurer. 

In  1872  additions  wero  made  to  the  works  with  a 
view  to  the  manufacture  of  looms  on  a  large  scale. 
Since  then  the  company  has  l>een  among  the  largest 
manufacturer*  of  looms  for  cotton-  and  silk-weaving. 
It  has  a  capacity  for  making  fifty  looms  a  week,  be- 
sides the  other  kinds  of  machinery,  such  as  shafting, 
pulleys, dye-works.nnd  bleachery  machinery, of  which 
it  makes  a  specially.  When  running  full  capacity  two 
hundred  ami  twenty-five  hands  are  employed. 

Since  Mr.  Lincoln's  death  his  interest  has  been 
■  hehl  by  his  family.  The  company  is  now  organized  as 
follow*:  President.  Henry  C.  Lincoln;  Treasurer,  Le- 
ontine  Lincoln  ;  Directors,  Henry  C.  Lincoln,  Ijcontine 
Lincoln,  Andrew  Luscniuh,  nud  Charles  If.  Dring. 

In  lS.I'i,  Mr.  Lincoln  became  associated  with  his 
brother  I^orenzo,  his  nephew  James  M.,  and  his  son 
Kdward  Lincoln,  in  the  business  of  paper  manufac- 
ture at  North  Dtghton.  The  firm  was  called  L.  Lin- 
coln fi  Co.,  and  succeeded  to  the  business  which  was 
established  in  18.10  by  Mr.  Lincoln's  brothers,  Caleb 
M.  and  Lorenzo.  Ho  retired  from  the  firm  before  his 
death,  his  son  Fdwnrd  taking  his  interest  therein. 
He  had  the  greatest  faith  in  the  success  of  Fall  River 
as  a  centre  for  the  cotton  manufacturing  industry,  was 
one  of  the  original  stockholders  in  the  Union  Mill 
Company,  an  owner  in  several  other  corporations,  and 
a  director  in  IheTccumsch  Mills  from  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  that  corporation. 
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Although  lie  took  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs, 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  averse  to  holding  public  office,  and 
never  held  but  one,  that  or  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Fall  River.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Mount  Hope  Lodge  of  Masons,  of 
which  organization  he  waa  treasurer  for  mauy  years. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Free-Soil  Whig  before  the  for- 
mation of  the  Republican  parly,  when  he  became  an 
earnest  adherent  to  the  principles  of  thut  party. 

He  was  a  man  of  sunny  temperament,  earnest  of 
purpose,  charitable  in  judgment,  and  distinguished 
by  acts  of  practical  benevolence.  The  full  River 
Daily  New*  closed  an  editorial  notice  of  his  death  as 
follows:  "  Mr.  Lincoln  was  held  in  great  esteem  and 
respect  by  his  fellow  citizens  generally.  He  had  the 
reputation  of  being  an  ingenious  and  skillful  me- 
chanic, and  a  business  man  whose  integrity  was  un- 
questioned. He  was  a  worthy  and  valuable  citizen, 
;  be  felt." 


STKI'IIKN  DA  VOL. 

Stephen  Davol,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  success- 
ful cotton  manufacturers  in  New  England,  was  born 
in  Fall  River,  Nov.  22,  1807,  where  he  has  resided  to 
the  present  lime,  aud  has  been  thoroughly  idcutiticd 
with  the  rapid  growth  and  development  of  the  cotton 
industry  aud  of  the  city  in  general. 

The  beginning  of  Mr.  Da  vol 'a  career  in  connection 
with  the  cotton  manufacture  dates  hack  to  the  year 
1818,  when  ho  entered  the  Troy  Mills,  working  in  the 
mills  during  thu  summer,  ami  attending  school  in  the 
winter.  A  few  years  luter  bleaching  and  calico-print- 
ing was  started  in  this  place  by  Daniel  Wright  &  Co., 
and  the  treasurer  of  the  company  expressing  a  wish 
that  young  Davol  should  come  with  them  and  learn 
the  business,  his  father  apprenticed  him  to  this  tirm 
for  three  years.  The  work  there  being  irregular,  one 
week  on  and  two  off,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  it,  aud 
returned,  after  a  few  months'  trial  of  the  printing 
business,  to  the  Troy  manufactory,  and  soon  became 
an  overseer  of  their  spinning,  dressing,  aud  weaving, 
where  he  remained  until  I-:;:;,  when  he  was  called  to 
the  superintendency  of  the  Pot-asset  Mills,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  capacity  until  the  deatli  of  the  treas- 
urer of  the  mills,  Mr.  M.  II.  Rugglcs,  in  I8f>7,  when 
Mr.  Davol  succeeded  him  as  treasurer,  aud  continued 
in  that  capacity  until  1877.  It  may  bu  staled  also 
that  from  1843  to  18K0  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Troy 
Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufactory. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Davol  entered  the  Pocassct  Com- 
pany as  superintendent,  in  1833,  the  company  was 
operating  1000  to  1200  spindles  in  what  was  knuwu  as 
their  Uridge  Mill.  This  mill  was  burned  in  the  great 
fire  of  1843,  aud  since  that  time  Mills  Nos.  1,  2,  aud  3 
have  been  erected,  and  this  company  now  operates 
66,112  spindles,  1385  looms,  and  has  a  capital  of 
♦1,101,000. 

The  skill  and  long  experience  of  Mr.  Davol  as  a 


cotton  manufacturer  have  been  largely  culled  upon  in 
these  later  years,  aud  his  opinions  are  sought  on  alt 
occasions  with  reference  to  manufacturing  chauges 
and  methods,  for  even  in  his  practical  retiracy  he 
loves  to  mark  the  progress  of  his  favorite  business, 
which  ho  has  seen  rise  almost  from  it*  birth,  with  its 
crude  devices  and  surroundings,  and  lias  lived  to  see 
the  rapid  improvements  and  ingenious  applications 
which  have  resulted  in  making  a  moduru  cot  ton-mil  I 
one  of  the  wonder*  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Although  Mr.  Davol  has  practically  retired  from 
active  business  life,  still  his  experience  and  judgment 
in  the  cotton  business  are  yet  called  into  requisition, 
as  indicated  by  his  remaining  on  the  lioard  of  direc- 
tors of  not  less  than  seven  or  eight  corporations.  He- 
is  president  of  the  Mechanics'  Mills,  aud  a  director 
iu  this  aud  the  Pocassct,  Troy,  Wampanoag,  ami 
Barnard  Manufacturing  Companies,  and  iu  the  Spool 
and  Dubbin  Company.  He  is  also  president  of  the 
Fall  River  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  ami  a  director  iu  the  lllackstone  aud  Mer- 
chants' Fire  Insurance  Companies  of  Providence,  11. 
I.,  and  in  the  Metacouiet  Rank  of  this  city,  aud  Wait- 
tuppa  Reservoir  Company.  In  this  latter  corpora- 
tion he  bus  been  a  director  over  thirty  years. 

May  18,  1810,  Mr.  Davol  was  united  iu  marriagc 
with  .Sarah  F.  Chase,  and  their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Bradford  Durfce,  married  Cornelia  Wheedt-u 
Lincoln,  Dec.  I,  I87.*i;  .Sarah  Lmisu,  married  Joseph 
L.  Itutliugloti,  Sept.  21,  I8i>4;  Mary  Anna,  married 
Alexander  Dorrauce  Fusion,  Sept.  27,  I 84k» ;  Jamc> 
Clark  Clin*:,  married  Mary  F.llcn  limwiicll ;  tieorgc 
.Stephen,  married  Mary  IjrtliM  Dean,  Sept.  3,  1873; 
Harrielle  Remington,  married  .Stephen  Itaruaby  Ash- 
ley, Feb.  18,  1874;  Aimer  Pardon,  married  Harriet 
J.  Marvel);  Charles  II,  R.  ami  t'luru  Freeborn.  All 
living  except  Clara,  who  died  iu  1881.  Mr.  Davol  is 
a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  all  tDHUIIKa  lending  Ui 
the  advancement  of  his  native  town  find  iu  him  an 
earnest  advocate. 


It.  T.  DAVIS,  M.U. 
Robert  Thompson  Davis,  M.D.,  M.C.,  is  a  native  of 
County  Down,  iu  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  was  horn 
Aug.  2S,  1823.  His  father  was  of  Pn-shytcriau  edu- 
cation and  ancestry,  while  his  mother  hclongod  to  the 
Friends'  Society.  Coming  to  America  when  three 
years  old,  he  passed  his  early  life  at  Ami-sbliry,  Mass., 
where  his  father  resided  fur  half  a  century.  He  was 
educated  ut  the  Friends'  school  at  Providence,  R.  L, 
aud  Amcabury  Academy.  Choosing  the  medical  pro- 
fession lor  his  life-wnrk,  he  became  a  student  id'  Dr. 
Thomas  Wilbur,  of  Fall  River,  passed  two  years  at 
Treuiout  Medical  .School,  Boston,  ami  was  graduated 
from  Hamuli  Medical  Department  in  1-S47.  Altera 
short  experience  as  dispensary  physician  iu  Boston,  he 
went  to  Waterville,  Maine,  and  alter  three  years  came 
to  Fall  River  in  HUSO,  and  permanently  established 
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hiui*clf  here  in  his  profession.  Excepting  four  years 
of  NcW  York  City  life,  Fall  River  has  since  l>ccn  his 
home.  He  at  nnee  became  actively  interested  in  the 
Itrwlol  County  South  Medical  Society,  was  ngnin  and 
ngnin  elected  it*  president,  the  youngest  man  nt  that 
time  on  whom  the  honor  hnd  been  bestowed,  lie  in 
n  meniher  of  the  Mnssnchusctt«  Medical  Society,  and 
hat*  been  frequently  elected  councilor  of  tlmt  honor- 
ahle  ImmIv.  lie  in  ahu>  a  meniher  of  both  the  Ameri- 
can Medicnl  Association  nud  National  Public  Ilenllh 
Association.  Delias  been  much  in  public  affnim,  and 
from  early  life  MM  strongly  initi -slavery  in  sentiment, 
and  was  bold  and  earnest  iu  advocacy  of  its  cause, 
beginning  his  public  career  in  1851,  by  a  spirited  and 
eloquent  speech  in  favor  of  instructing  the  represen- 
tatives of  Kail  River  in  the  State  legislature  to  cast 
their  vn ten  for  Charles  Sumner  for  United  Slate*  sen- 
ator. The  vote  was  taken  iu  harmony  with  the  forci- 
ble presentation  of  Dr.  Davis  and  the  representative 
voted  lor  Sumner,  who  was  elected.  Dr.  Davis  was  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  the  State 
in  1853.  In  1MAS  ami  1  800  he  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent his  district  in  the  State  Senate.  No  public  mat- 
ter came  up  during  these  troublous  times  on  which 
Dr.  Davis  did  not  eloquently  express  bis  views,  either 
by  speeches  or  written  articles,  and  show  a  keen 
power  of  forci-:i»ling  the  future.  He  was  instrumental 
in  securing  the  line  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
lature* of  Rhode  Maud  and  Massachusetts  as  the 
boundary  between  those  Slates,  and  clearly  foresaw 
the  value  of  such  action  to  the  prosperity  of  Fall 
River. 

He  was  a  delegate  lo  the  National  Republican  Con- 
vention iu  1X00  which  nominated  Abrnham  Lincoln, 
ami  also  a  delegate  to  the  one  in  1876  that  nominated  i 
Rutherford  It.  Hayes.  ( iovernor  A  ndrews  appointed 
him,  in  1 8i;y,  a  member  of  the  State  Roard  of  Chari- 
ties. In  on  the  organization  of  the  Slate  Roard 
of  Health,  be  was  appointed  one  of  its  membcra  by 
< iovernor  Claflin,  and  by  repeated  appointments  con- 
tinued on  the  lsiard  during  its  existence.  It  was  su- 
|iersedcd  by  the  Slate  Roard  of  Health,  Lunacy,  and 
Charily,  and  of  this  new  body  be  was  immediately 
made  a  member  by  (iovernor  TiiIIhiI,  and  was  reap- 
pointed by  ISovernor  I/ong.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Fall  River,  there  being  no  opposing  candi- 
date. His  administration  was  in  a  great  transition 
period  of  the  city,  many  large  and  expensive  improve- 
ments were  under  way,  mid  his  inaugural  was  full  of 
important  recommendations  that  were,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, adopted  and  carried  out  by  the  city.  Among 
the  improvements  thus  recommended  and  made  was 
the  erection  of  three  large  public  school-buildings 
(one  of  which  was  named  "  Davis  School"),  three 
engine-houses  and  police-stations,  the  widening  of 
PleftMltl  Street  for  a  distance  of  two  miles,  laying  out 
and  finishing  many  other  streets.  A  plan  of  sewer- 
age was  adopted  in  accordance  with  his  recommenda- 
tion j  also  the  City  Hall  was  completed  and  dedicated 


I  under  his  administration,  nnd  Dr.  Davis  waa  the  one 
who  delivered  the  address.  The  mains,  machinery, 
and  buildings  of  the  wnter-works  were  brought  to 
completion  sufficiently  Tor  use  during  the  same  period, 
nnd  in  the  same  year  the  city  government  adopted 
the.  State  law,  furnishing  the  pupils  of  the  public 
I  schools  text-books  free  of  cost  to  them.  Fall  River 
was  the  first  city  in  the  Slate  to  do  this,  and  the  re- 
sult, nmply  proves  the  wisdom  of  this  action.  Dr. 
Davis  was  mayor  one  year  only,  he  declining  a  re- 
election. The  salary  of  the  office  he  donated  to  the 
"  Children's  Home," 

Always  a  friend  and  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of 
education,  he  has  aided  everything  proposed  for  the 
gf*>d  of  the  scholars  and  increasing  their  proficiency. 

He  has  l>een  prominently  nnd  actively  interested  for 
years  with  the  business  prosperity  of  Fall  River.  Ho 
purchased  real  estate  in  the  eastern  portion  of  Fnll 
River  iu  1809-70,  and  mnde  investment*  in  the  various 
corporations  having  mills  in  that  locality,  and  ita 
rapid  increase  of  business  and  population  is  much  of 
it  due  to  his  enterprise  nnd  business  sagacity.  He  is 
president  of  the  Wnmpanoag  Mills,  a  director  in 
various  other  corporations,  nnd  was  one  of  three  to 
purchase  the  Globe  Print-Works  property,  where  two 
mills  have  since  been  put  up. 

He  is  often  called  on  lo  address  public  assemblies. 
He  delivered  iu  1808  the  first  address  made  in  the 
city  on  Decoration  Day.  At  a  public  meeting,  held 
iu  the  fall  of  1871,  to  relieve  the  sufferers  by  the 
Chicago  fire,  Dr.  Davis,  in  a  forcible  speech,  proposed 
and  sustained  resolutions  pledging  Fnll  River  to  give 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  this  purpose.  They 
were  ndopted  by  the  meeting,  approved  by  the  city 
authorities,  nud  (he  amount  sent  In  Chicago.  He  de- 
livered a  centennial  address  Oct.  25,  1880,  before  the 
assembled  scholars  of  the  higher  grades  of  the  public 
schools  on  the  one  hundredth  anniveranry  of  the 
ndoptiou  of  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts.  He 
closed  with  this  practical  and  patriotic  advice:  "  Now, 
my  young  friends,  in  closing,  let  me  simply  say  that 
you  are  on  the  threshold  of  the  duties  nnd  responsi- 
bilities of  American  citizens.  The  generation  of 
which  you  form  a  part  will  we  your  own  country  the 
dominant  power  of  the  civilized  world.  It  is  of  vast 
importance  that  that  |>ower  shall  be  wielded  in  fnvor 
of  free  and  good  government,  I  have  no  fears  that 
educated  as  you  nrc  in  Massachusetts,  inheriting  the 
traditions  of  your  forefathers,  nnd  imbued  with  their 
spirit,  yon  will  not  perform  all  your  duties  in  this 
great  regard.  The  present  generation  must  transmit 
to  its  successors  that  which  it  has  accomplished  or 
inherited  from  the  past.  It  must  hold  firmly  aloft 
that  glorious  standard  of  free  principles  which  your 
predecessors  maintained  so  firmly  and  so  long;  that 
standard  which  waved  before  the  armies  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  of  the  Union,  and  which  led  them  on  to 
conflict  and  to  victory,  giving  us  in  the  one  case  a 
country,  and  in  the  other  preserving  its  liberties  and 
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ita  life.  It  in  a  standard  consecrated  by  the  effort*,  sac- 
rifices, and  memories  of  the  noblest,  best,  and  bravest 
■mines  in  our  history.  May  it  flout  forever,  the  un- 
questioned symbol  not  of  national  power  and  progress 
only,  but  of  the  eternal  principles  of  freedom  and 
justice." 

He  was  unanimously  nominated  in  1882  by  the 
Republican  Congressional  Convention  of  the  First 
District  ns  its  candidate,  and  was  elected  member 
of  Congress  by  cloven  thousund  four  hundred  and 
seventy-five  vote*  in  his  favor  to  five  thousand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-one  cast  for  his  opponent  on  the 
Democratic  ticket. 

He  married  Oct.  1,  1848,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Wilbur,  his  instructor  in  medicine.  She 
died  in  1856,  having  survived  their  only  child.  He 
married,  in  June,  1802,  Susan  Ann  Haight,  of  New 
Castle,  N.  Y.    They  have  one  sou. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  pleasant  social  qualities  of 
Dr.  Davis  we  will  mention  that  on  the  organization 
of  the  Commercial  Club  of  Fall  River,  an  institution 
formed  for  sociality,  Dr.  Davis  was  elected  president, 
and  still  holds  that  office. 


KDNUND  CUASR. 
Edmund  Chase,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  Fall  River,  June  14, 1818,  and  is  the  sou  of  Edmund 
and  Fhebe  Chase,  who  were  prominent  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends. 
,  Edmund  Chase,  Sr.,  was  the  sou  of  Obadiah  and 
Eunice  Chase,  and  was  born  in  Somerset,  Mass.,  April 
11,  1787.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner,  and  com- 
menced business  in  Somerset,  doing  his  first  tanning 
in  a  half-hogshead.  He  married,  Sept.  SO,  1813,  Fhebe, 
daughter  of  Hcnjaiuiii  and  Elizabeth  Slade,  of  Swan- 
sea, Mass. 

Removing  to  Fall  River  in  1810,  he  purchased  the 
place  adjoining  the  present  post-office  building,  where 
his  sou  now  carries  on  business,  and  where  he  for 
nearly  fifty  years  conducted  the  business  of  a  tanner 
and  currier. 

His  son,  Edmund,  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of 
his  father,  and  received  his  education  at  the  common 
schools  and  the  Friends'  Hoarding-School,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

July  2, 1843,  came  the  "  llig  Fire,"  entirely  destroy- 
ing his  father's  business,  involving  a  loss  of  ten  thou-  ' 
sand  dollars.  He  immediately  rebuilt,  taking  his  sou 
as  partner,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  business 
was  again  in  successful  o|>cratioii,  the  firm  being 
Edmund  Chase  &  Son,  ami  SO  remained  until  the 
death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  July  4,  1850. 

From  obituary  notices,  which  were  published  at  the 
time,  we  take  the  following: 

"  For  nearly  half  a  century  he  has  l>ccii  the  steady, 
industrious,  and  upright  man  of  business,  maintaining 
under  all  circumstances  a  character  for  strict  integrity 
and  probity,  leaving  behind  him  a  reputation  for  the 


faithful  performance  of  the  varied  duties  of  life  rarely 
equaled,  and  very  seldom  surpassed. 

"He  was  one  of  our  oldest  and  must  res|tectcd  citi- 
zens, a  man  of  uprightness  and  integrity  in  all  his 
business  and  social  relations,  and  most  careful  and 
conscientious  in  his  daily  walk  and  conversation. 
Through  a  long  life  he  maintained  a  character  above 
reproach,  ami  has  left  behind  him  what  is  more  to  be 
coveted  than  riches  and  honors,  the  record  of  a  good 
example,  not  soon  to  be  forgottuu  by  those  who  en- 
joyed his  friendship  and  confidence." 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Mr.  Chase  began  the 
manufacture  of  belts,  and  this  has  since  becu  his 
principal  business.  He  has  been  a  director  in  the 
(iraiiitc  and  Stafford  Mills  from  their  organization, 
also  director  anil  president  of  the  Knuriic  MilU,  and 
director  in  the  Munsasoit  National  H. ink  since  IS.'ii. 
liesides  these  Mr.  Chase  holds  offices  of  responsibility 
ami  trust  in  various  other  important  relations. 

He  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Amy 
C.  Douglass,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Patience  Doug- 
lass, whom  he  Married  Nov.  12,  1841.  She  died  Oct. 
5,  1803.  He  married  for  his  second  wife  Sarah  U. 
Vickery,  daughter  of  Caleb  H.  ami  Almira  W.  Vick.ry, 
May  30,  18oT>. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  Unitarian  in 
his  religious  belief  ami  associations. 


JOB  B.  FltKNCII. 

Jul)  H.  French,  sou  of  Enoch  and  Sarah  French, 
was  bom  in  Troy  (now  Fall  River),  March  0,  ism;, 
lie  is  a  descendant  of  Ephrnim  French,  who  came 
from  England  about  HiStl  and  settled  in  Uayuliam, 
Mass.  Une  of  the  descendants  of  the  latter,  Kphraim, 
of  ltaynham  (probably  his  grandson),  married  Eliza- 
beth Presbrey  in  177.5,  and  hail  two  sons,  Epliraim, 
born  in  1777,  ami  Enoch,  born  in  17711.  Enoch  was 
taken  to  Fall  Hivcr  by  his  mother  at  the  time  of  her 
second  marriage,  the  father  having  died  a  young 
man.  He  was  soon  after  apprenticed  to  a  tanner 
named  James  Head,  whose  youngest  sister  Sarah  he 
married  in  I7W0.  The  children  of  Enoch  and  Sarah 
were  Asa  P.,  (ieorgc  l{.,  Stephen  E.,  Richard  ('.,  Job 
It.,  Nancy,  A  brum,  William,  James,  and  Eliza. — eight 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Soon  after  his  marriage, 
Enoch,  although  not  quite  of  age,  bought  the  tan- 
nery and  suliicqiicntly  added  a  shoe  manufactory, 
lie  also  engaged  quite  extensively  in  farming.  The 
sons  worked  ou  the  farm  ami  learned  the  trades  of 
tanning  and  shoe-making. 

Head's  tannery,  where  Enoch  French  served  his  ap- 
prenticeship, was  on  what  is  now  known  as  French's 
Hill,  the  name  of  the  latter  owner  having  entirely 
superseded  that  of  the  former.  In  1820  he  opened 
the  first  1mm>1-  and  shoe-store  in  Fall  Hiver,  on  the 
corner  of  North  Main  and  Central  Streets,  where  the 
Durl'cc  Mock  now  stands,  Asa,  Stephen,  and  Job  act- 
ing as  clerks.    In  1H22  he  moved  a  few  doors  west  on 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


FALL  RIVER. 


389 


Central  Street,  and  in  1821  again  moved  to  Main 
Street,  a  few  doors  south  of  the  present  location  of 
the  store  of  J.  It.  French  A  Son.  In  1822,  Asa  be- 
came a  partner,  the  name  of  the  firm  being  changed 
to  Knoch  French  A  Sou.  Stephen  was  admitted  in 
1824  and  Joh  in  182G.  In  1832  the  firm  was  dis- 
solved, Asa  taking  the  tannery,  Stephen  the  shoe- 
manufactory,  and  Job  remaining  in  the  store  with  his 
father,  the  (inn-name  being  Knoch  French  A  Co. 
Their  store  was  destroyed  by  the  (Ire  of  1843,  but 
they  at  once  erected  the  brick  block  (Merchant's 
block),  where  they  continued  business  until  the 
senior  partner  died,  in  1847,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

Mr.  Knoch  French  was  an  influential  and  highly 
respected  citizen.  I  (o  was  a  selectman  in  the  town 
of  Fall  River  eight  year*,  1821-22,  1821-29,  and  was 
representative  to  the  General  Court,  1828-29  and  1840. 
lie  was  one  of  the  committee  often  appointed  to  dis- 
tribute funds  sent  to  Fall  River  after  the  great  fire  of 
1843.  lie  was  a  corporator  of  the  Fall  River  Savings- 
Hank,  and  April  15,  1828,  he  was  elected  chairman  of 
its  first  hoard  of  investment,  a  position  which  he  held 
until  his  death,  a  period  of  nineteen  years. 

The  following  will  illustrate  his  high  sense  of  busi- 
ness honor.  His  son  Richard,  when  hut  fourteen 
yrars  old,  was  engaged  for  a  year  to  work  for  n  man 
near  Newport,  It.  I.,  but  getting  homesick  he  returned 
before  the  expiration  of  his  time  of  service,  and  plead 
so  hard  to  bo  relieved  that  Job  was  sent  to  take  his 
place,  (he  father  contending  that  the  contract  must 
be  fulfilled  by  one  of  the  boys. 

Hut  it  was  not  in  the  business  or  political  aspects 
of  his  life  that  his  character  was  most  illustrious, 
although  he  discharged  most  honorably  the  duties  of 
(be  various  older*  assigned  him,  and  in  a  spirit  so  uni- 
formly kind  to  all  with  whom  he  associated  as  to  se- 
cure universal  esteem  and  rcs|>ect. 

In  curly  youth  he  became  a  member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Fall  Itiver,  which  was  then  small 
and  feeble,  and  from  that  lime  until  his  death  the 
enlargement  and  prosperity  with  which  that  church 
was  blessed  «erc  inseparably  connected  with  his  his- 
tory. For  more  than  forty  years  he  served  the  church 
in  the  nlliccs  of  deacon  and  treasurer.  During  the 
early  part  of  this  period  he  was  accustomed  to  assist 
in  conducting  the  public  services,  tho  pastor,  the  late 
Rev.  Job  Itorden,  beinn  blind.  At  some  seasons, 
when  the  church  was  dependent  upon  occasional 
supplies  for  the  pulpit,  he  was  called  to  discharge 
the  duties  belonging  to  tho  pastoral  office.  In  many 
instances  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  him 
alone,  or  in  connection  with  an  associate  deacon. 

Job  II.  French,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
notice,  has  been  so  intimately  associated  with  his 
Tather  and  his  brothers  that  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
sider his  life  as  separate  from  theirs.  Nor  would  it  be 
desirable  on  his  part  could  such  a  thing  be  done,  for 
he  modestly  asks  that  to  his  father  especially  should 
be  given  the  more  prominent  place  in  this  record. 


After  his  father's  death,  Job  II.  continued  the  busi- 
ness alone  until  Jan.  1,  1864,  when  he  admitted  his 
son,  Edward  A.  French,  into  partnership.  The  firm 
since  then  has  been  J.  B.  French  A  Son.  We  have 
thus  traced  the  business  back  to  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  a  little  more  than  eighty  years. 

Mr.  French  was  a  representative  to  the  General 
Court  in  1835  and  1841,  and  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  Fall  River  for  several  years,  and  he 
has  also  been  an  assessor.  lie  has  served  as  presi- 
dent of  tho  Fall  River  Savings-Bank  for  sixteen 
years,  and  as  trustee  nearly  forty  years,  a  position 
which  he  still  holds.  He  has  been  director  of  the 
Mechanics'  Mills,  and  president  of  the  Weetamoe 
Mills  since  its  organization.  He  has  been  since  1830 
a  member  of  tho  First  Baptist  Church  of  Fall 
River.  He  married  for  his  first  wife  Abby,  daughter 
of  William  8.  N.  Allan,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  April  17, 
1831.  She  was  born  June  20,  1807,  and  died  March 
17,  1870,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  her  age.  She 
too  joined  the  Baptist  Church  in  1830.  Of  this 
union  there  were  born  six  children,  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  (1)  Mary  E.,  wife  of  D.  H.  Dyer,  of  Fall 
River;  (2)  James  H.,  deceased  ;  (3)  Sarah  J.,  wife  of 
William  Lindsey ;  (4)  Edward  A.,  business  partner 
with  his  father,  and  who  married  Eliza  A  Ricketson  ; 
(5)  Abby  M. ;  and  (6)  Julia  W.j  tho  latter  two  resid- 
ing at  home. 

Mr.  French  married  for  hia  second  wife,  Aug.  19, 
1873,  Mary  B.,  daughter  of  Robert  Cook,  of  Fall 
River.  She  was  born  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  Sept.  15, 
1816,  and  died  April  26,  1882.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Fall  River  for 
many  years. 

Although  past  seventy-seven  years  of  age,  Mr. 
French  is  a  remarkably  active  man  of  unusually  good 
judgment,  and  his  advice  is  very  frequently  sought 
He  is  a  person  of  sterling  integrity,  and  enjoys  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 


(JBOROB  READ  FRENCH. 

George  Read  French,  second  son  of  Enoch  and 
Sarah  (Read)  French,  was  born  in  Troy  (now  Fall 
River),  Mass.,  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1802.  He 
is  a  descendant  of  Ephraim  French,  who  came  from 
England  about  the  year  1680,  and  settled  in  Rayn- 
ham,  Mass.  One  of  the  descendants  of  Ephraim 
French  married  Elizabeth  Presbry  in  1775,  and  had 
two  sons,  whose  names  were  Ephraim  (born  in  1777) 
and  Enoch  (born  in  1779).  Enoch  French  located  in 
Troy  (now  Fall  River),  and  married  Sarah  Read  in 
1799.  To  them  were  bom  ton  children, — Asa  P., 
George  R.,  Stephen  L.,  Richard  C,  Job  B.,  Nancy, 
Abram,  William,  James,  and  Eliza. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  George  H.  French 
became  the  manager  of  a  leather-  and  shoe-factory  at 
Oncysvillo  (now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Providence,  R. 
I.),  where  he  remained  some  six  months,  when,  in 
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consequence  of  failing  health,  he  embarked  in  a  sloop 
("Rosetta")  for  Darien,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
where  he  engaged  as  clerk  with  Perry  Davis,  late  of 
Providence,  R.  L,  who  at  that  time  wan  conducting 
a  mercantile  buaineae  in  said  place  under  the  firm- 
name  of  Davis  &  Kelly,  and  who  was  subsequently 
and  more  popularly  known  as  proprietor  of  "  Perry 
Davis' Pain-Killer." 

After  residing  in  Georgia  about  ten  months,  Mr. 
French  returned  to  his  home,  and  in  the  autumn  of 
1822  made  another  trip  South,  and  located  in  the 
town  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  where,  under  the  firm  of 
Hathaway  &  French,  he  entered  into  business  with 
the  late  John  Hathaway  (father  of  his  lifelong  friend 
Mr.  James  L.  Hathaway,  of  New  York  City),  dealing 
in  lumber  shipments  and  general  merchandise,  laying 
the  foundation  of  his  long  and  successful  business 
career  in  the  city  of  Wilmington.  In  the  year  1828 
he  opened  a  shoe-store  in  his  own  name,  the  firm  of 
Hathaway  &  French  being  dissolved. 

On  the  5th  day  of  April,  1827,  ho  was  married  to 
Sarah  C.  Weeks,  of  Wilmington,  with  whom  he  lived 
till  her  death  on  the  19th  day  of  May,  1867.  They 
had  twelve  children, — Sarah  A.,  Susan  M.,  George  if., 
Georgianna  C,  William  A.,  Margaret  G.,  Caroline, 
George  It.,  James  McD.,  Charles  K.,  Eliza  D.,  and 
Josephine  H.  George  H.,  Georgianna  C,  and  Caro- 
line died  in  infancy  and  youth.  All  the  others  arc 
■till  living,  situated  as  follows: 

Sarah  A.  is  wife  of  Col.  E.  J.  Lutterloh,of  Fayette- 
ville,  N.  C,  now  residing  at  Cedar  Keys,  Flo. 

Susan  M.  ia  wife  of  E.  D.  Nixon,  of  Edenton,  N.  C, 
now  residing  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

William  A.  married  Harriet  P.  Timmons,  of  Tim- 
monsville,  S.  C,  now  resident  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Margaret  O.  is  wife  of  Rev.  G.  8.  Jones,  of  Pasquo- 
tank County,  N.  C,  now  residing  in  Hendersouville, 
N.C. 

George  R.  married  Cornelia  M.  Worth,  of  Wil- 
mington, N.  C,  now  resident  of  the  same  city. 

James  McD.  married  Mattie  Hoykin,  of  Southamp- 
ton County,  Va.,  who  died  leaving  no  children.  His 
second  marriage  was  with  Edna  Godwin,  of  Lumber- 
ton,  N.  C. 

Charles  E.  (still  unmarried)  is  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Crown  Rolling-Mills,  in  Minnea|>olis, 
Minn.,  where  he  resides. 

Eliza  D.  is  the  wife  of  Llewellyn  Christian,  of  Ala- 
bama, now  resident  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Josephine  H.  is  the  wifo  of  M.  C.  Toms,  of  Bun- 
combe County,  N.  G,  now  residing  in  Hendersouville, 
N.  C.  From  the  date  of  his  engagement  in  the  shoe 
trade  (1828)  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  late  civil 
war  (1861)  Mr.  French  was  the  sole  manager  of  his 
business,  which  he  successfully  prosecuted  with  char- 
acteristic euergy  through  the  financial  change*  of 
that  period,  maintaining  his  mercantile  credit  and  high 
standing,  and  so  protecting  his  commercial  honor 
that  at  no  time  was  his  paper  dishonored  or  protested. 


Taught  in  his  early  youth  to  honor  the  flag  of  hit 
country  and  cherish  a  patriotic  adherence  to  the 
Union,  he  took  u  decided  stand  against  the  doctrines 
of  secession,  and  during  that  entire  struggle  (although 
surrounded  by  friends  and  his  family,  who  entertained 
opposite  views  politically)  he  adhered  to  his  convic- 
tions as  to  the  folly  of  appealing  to  arms  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  then  existing  differences,  remaining 
true  in  his  allegiance  to  his  country. 

In  the  year  1865,  by  admitting  his  son  William  A. 
into  copartnership,  the  firm  of  George  R.  French  & 
Son  was  formed,  and  in  1866,  admitting  George  K., 
Jr.,  and  James  McD.,  the  firm  now  known  as  George 
R.  French  &  Sons  was  established.  In  1879,  James 
McD.  retired  from  the  firm  and  removed  to  Lumber- 
ton,  N.  C. 

In  the  year  1827,  Mr.  French  became  a  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Wilmington.  From  that 
date  to  the  present,  through  all  the  changes  wrought 
In  the  history  of  this  church,  down  through  the  pust 
fifty-six  eventful  years  to  its  present  prosperous  con- 
dition, the  position  occupied  by  Mr.  French  has  been 
deservedly  prominent,  as  evidenced  by  his  early  ordi- 
nation as  deacon,  his  services  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sabbath-school,  as  chairman  of  committees  in- 
trusted with  the  most  important  enterprises  of  the 
church  under  its  eight  successive  paalorutea.  To  his 
personal  efforts  and  contributions,  in  a  large  measure, 
f  are  the  Baptists  in  Wilmington  indebted  for  their 
present  handsome  church  edifice  standing  on  the 
comer  of  Fifth  and  Market  Streets. 

During  his  commercial  career  Mr.  French  has  held 
positions  of  trust  and  honor  in  local  corporations, — 
director  in  the  bank  of  Gape  Fear,  director  and  also 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Wilmington,  director  in 
the  Wilmington  Suvings-Bank  and  the  Bank  of  New 
Hanover,  director  in  the  Wilmington  Gas-Light 
Company,  director  and  president  of  Oukdale  Ceme- 
tery, president  of  the  Seamen's  Friend  Society  of 
the  port  of  Wilmington. 

A  warm  friend  aud  supporter  of  educational  and 
religious  institutions,  he  has  served  as  trustee  of 
Wake  Forest  College,  as  vice-president  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and 
as  vice-president  of  the  American  Sunday-School 
Union,  of  which  he  is  a  life  member. 

Aug.  27,  1872,  he  married  Mrs.  8ophia  M.  Sawyer, 
of  Fall  River,  Muss. 

Mr.  French  is  now  in  his  eighty-second  year,  re- 
markably vigorous  and  well-preserved  in  body  and 
mind,  and  although  having  retired  from  active  bu«i- 
neas,  he  still  maintains  his  interest  in  the  firm  con- 
ducted by  his  sons.  It  is  his  custom  now  in  his  ripe 
old  age  to  pass  his  time  quietly  enjoying  the  comforts 
of  his  Southern  home  in  the  winter  season,  and  in 
summer  he  visits  his  three  beloved  brothers,  residing 
in  Fall  Itivcr  aud  vicinity,  or  shares  the  warm- 
hearted welcome  awaiting  him  in  the  widely-sepa- 
'  rated  homes  of  his  devoted  children. 
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JOHN  JASON  ARCHER. 

John  Jamn  Archer,  son  of  Dr.  Jason  II.  and  Jen- 
nette (Rowen)  Archer,  was  born  in  Fall  River,  Mam., 
July  26,  1845,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  the  same 
city,  Oct.  31,  1882.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
Amos  Archer,  a  resident  of  Wrentham,  Mass.,  and  was 
one  of  her  most  esteemed  men.  His  father,  Dr.  Jason 
H.  Archer,  was  a  native  of  Wreutham,  Mass.,  where 
he  spent  his  youth  and  prepared  for  college  at  Day's 
Academy.  He  entered  Drown  University  in  1812, 
and  graduated  in  1816.  He  immediately  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Ingalls,  of  Rostnn,  and  after  completing  his 
medical  studies,  he  very  soon  came  to  Fall  River, 
where  he  continued  to  have  a  successful  practice  till 
May  12,  18T.2,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  place, 
and  resided  there  until  his  death,  January,  18G4. 

While  a  citizen  of  Kail  River  he  took  an  active 
part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
town.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig  and  Republican. 
He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Massaaoit  Bank,  and 
continued  to  hold  that  position  five  years,  until  he 
severed  his  relations  with  the  place.  He  received 
from  the  officers  of  the  hank  soon  after  his  retirement  I 
a  beautiful  "service  of  silver"  in  recognition  of  liis 
valuable  services.  During  his  residence  at  Wrentham 
he  was  a  director  in  the  Wrentham  Dank. 

He  married  Jennctte,  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Ruth  Rowen,  and  had  four  children,  via.,  Amanda 
If.;  Caroline  A.,  wife  of  Frederick  H.  Gee  ;  Jennette 
F.,  died  in  infancy  ;  and  John  Jtuon.  Mrs.  Archer's 
father,  Abraham  Rowen,  was  one  of  the  first  men  in 
Full  River  to  commence  the  manufacture  of  cotton  or  1 
woolen  goods.  (For  a  more  detailed  history  on  this 
•Object,  sec  history  of  Fall  River.) 

Alinihnm  Rowen,  son  of  Nathan  Rowen,  was  one 
of  Fall  River's  most  intelligent  and  useful  citizens. 
1 1  is  heart  was  in  every  good  work,  and  he  did  much  to 
build  up  the  rural  and  material  interest  of  the  town. 
His  house  was  often  the  house  for  the  weary  traveler, 
mid  especially  ministers  of  various  denominations. 

He  was  social,  hospitable,  and  kind,  and  the  poor 
found  in  him  a  warm  and  sympathizing  friend.  Mrs. 
Jennette  (Rowen)  Archer  was  bom  in  Fall  River, 
Oct.  1G.  1805,  and  died  nt  her  residence  in  the  same 
city,  Jan.  19,  1883. 

From  the  Daily  Km  we  append  the  following : 

"  PifjktM  or  Joss  J.  Anenss,  Eao.-One  of  lb*  most  highly-eatecmed 
of  lb*  bar  of  this  clly,  John  Jason  Archer,  passed  nearefully 
awa,  between  aU  and  seven  o'clock  this  morning.  II.  had  been  In  fall- 
ing health  bf  start  eighteen  namdn,  but  mm  fully  a*  well  st  he  had 
out  two  weeks  eliice,  when  lio  mi  attacked  with 
I  >ii»|iIiim,  mill  gradually  «nk  mull  hie  deaUi  this 


MMr.  Archer  woo  the  eon  of  T>r.  Jseon  II.  and  Jennette  Archer.  Ilia 
father  died  *  nnmber  of  years  since,  bnt  bin  mother  has  Iwen  B|*r*d  to 
rrmliT  each  ministries  to  him  sa  wily  »  derated  mother  can  In  Ui«  Injure 
of  suffering  mill  mortal  weakness. 

u  ||,  *M  burn  In  thl>  cli y,  vhari  hii  rsslded  nnlll  Iho  tnmml  of  III* 
parewte  lo  aTlMflW.  'mm  whence  he  want  to  Brown  I'nleerelty  ami 
graduated  In  the  elnas  of  IftSC    Vary  aoon  «n»r  graduating  he  was  ep- 


Annsptdl*.  where  he  remained  between  ona  and  two  years,  wlian  ha 
wm  atlacknl  with  measles,  which  war*  epidemic  at  tha  Academy  at  lha 
time.  On  recovery  from  tha  disease  hla  aj*a  wara  found  to  ba  ao  much 
aRVrted  aa  to  prevent  hu  performing  Uie  duties  of  hla  position,  and  ha 
resigned  and  relumed  horns.  Ha  noon  after  commenced  tha  aliidjr  or 
law,  and  waa  admitted  to  tha  bar  of  Norfolk  County.  On  hla  return  to 
thla  city  ha  began  practice,  and  haa  been  for  a  nnrabar  of  year*  tha 
senior  member  of  tha  Ann  of  Archer  *  Jackson.  Ha  was  aka>  assort  sis 
Ju-tlca  of  oar  District  Court,  and  waa  (or  aararal  years  a  member  of  tha 
school  committee. 

"  In  all  lha  relatione  of  Ufa  aa  son,  brolbar,  wise  and  honest  coaa- 
aalor,  friend,  and  good  Htlsen,  Mr.  Archer  hu  left  a  record  that  la 
initialed  by  few  and  seldom  surpassed.  Ha  was  Ihlrtyarean  years  of 
age." 

The  accompanying  portrait  represent*  him  about 
eighteen  or  twenty  years  of  age,  and  is  the  only  good 
one  extant. 

Nov.  1,  1882,  tho  members  of  the  Bristol  County 
(Second  District)  bar,  met  in  the  court-room  to  take 
action  on  the  death  of  the  late  John  J.  Archer,  asso- 
ciate justice  of  the  court.  Hon.  J.  C.  Blaisdell  was 
appointed  chairman,  and  A.  B.  Leonard,  clerk. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Hon.  Mayor  Braley, 
Milton  Reed,  and  Andrew  J.  Jennings,  was  appointed 
to  draft  resolutions,  and  presented  the  following: 

"  With  unfeigned  aurrow  wa  assemble  here  to-day.  Tha  death  of  John 
J.  Archer  haa  removed  from  oiir  bar  ona  whoee  plana  cannot  easily  ba 
fllled.  Iitlellertiielly  and  morally  he  had  few.  If  any,  superiors  In  our 
community.  Ills  scholarship  was  not  only  wide  and  relied,  bnt  also 
accurate  and  unpretentious.  Thoroughly  read  lit  law  and  maaterof  Its 
ftindamsntal  principles,  he  was  one  of  our  safest  and  ablest  counselors. 
No  men  bed  a  keener  sans*  of  right  or  wrong,  or  stronger  morel  eon- 
vlctlone.  Umlght  In  all  his  ways,  be  seer  had  achsrllahle  word  for  the 
wrong.dn*r. 
the  regard  of  all  ■■ 
"BeslUlog  the  worth  or  such  a  man,  m 

lo  lha  community  at  I 

ha  Influenced  ami  eleeated; 

-  AVeolred.  Thai  wa  the  members  of  the  Fell  Riser  bar,  I 
and  keenly  rewards*  the  ability,  worth,  and  high  character  of  onr  da- 
ceased  brother,  John  J.  Archer,  and  win  feelings  of  mingled  pride  and 
aadanas  attest  his  many  rlrtnss,  his  professional  attainments,  and  his 
upright  Mf*  ;  thai  In  him  w*  bare  each  loet  a  sympathising  friend,  and 
one  whose  Intercourse  with  us  was  seer  marked  by  the  greatest  oour- 


•A.  J.  JdrmHC*. 


tesy  and  kl 


"■.  K.  DSUtST.' 

On  motion  of  M.  G.  B.  Swift,  the  following 
tion  was  adopted : 

"That  the  abuse  resolution*  be  adopted  aa  the  sense 
be  presented  the  Second  District  Court  to  be  spread  upon 
that  they  be  senl 


A  special  session  of  the  District  Court  was  subse- 
quently held  before  his  Honor  Judge  Blaibdell,  at 
which  A.  J.  Jennings,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of 
the  bar,  presented  the  resolutions  adopted  at  their 
meeting.    In  a  few  remarks  Mr.  Jennings  said,— 

"My  heart  responds  In  erery  word  In  the  resolutions.  It  Is  a  day  when 
a  bar  like  tbla  ahould  rejoice  when  they  can  write  worda  of  train,  as 
tlieee  words  are,  about  any  man  who  haa  bean  a  member  of  It  I  think 
we  base  a  right  to  hare  something  bright  rolnglsd  with  our  sadness, 
when  we  can  point  to  such  a  man  aa  a  member  of  the  bar  hers,  as  one 
who  haa  choean  our  prnfaanlon,  ss  one  a  boss  seery  set  and  UKiught  haa 
simply  tsndsd  to  eleeala,  to  rales  It  l»  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity, and  who  gained  for  hlmesir  the  lose  and  respect  of  all  his  fel- 
low-msmbere  and  the  member*  of  the  community  In  which  he  Head, 
km 
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luUou  and  ite  [.roam  Ll.  upiw  to  myeel'  the  cordial  relaUon  la  which 
ha  etood  to  bm.  I  unt  heard  from  hie  Hp*  ugr  wonU  except  tbuee  of 
truili,  Lpf  Juetlce,  of  houeety.  I  never  heard  from  bb>  Unt  an/  word*  In 
which  ha  eooghl  to  belittle  other  men;  •troogwwrdabeeometlmea  epoke 
agalnat  wroog  and  evil,  bat  b*  alweya fouod  tbara  wax  eome  (nod  tu  Iba 
ei*Q  (hat  committed  the  wrong. 

M  Ha  aaamad  to  Ua  elwaye  looking  for  tha  boat  toataad  of  for  tha  woral, 
bat  always  In  tba  atralgbt  Una  of  lutogfity,  boneely,  and  uprtghtnroe, 
and  all  fala  wordi  and  acta  conformed  to  It.  11a  waa  very  aparlng  of  Ida 
•peach  to  thorn  who  awerred  from  tba  Una  path,  and  I  «ny  wa  abould 
bonor  blm  for  it,  and  eboald  ba  proud  of  bltu  lor  It 

"One  of  oor  younger  mambara  baa  baan  takan  away  and  oar  raakl 
ara  broken,  bat  I  am  glad  we  eaa  execrable  ban  and  fool  that  tha  good 
acta  dona  will  lira  aflar  him.  II  la  a  da  moat  .till  ramaln  to  ax  art  tbatr  in- 
flnaaea  apoa  ua  wbo  bar.  eeen  hla  Ufa,  baan  impre^  by  hla  thuughte 
and  worka,  to  make  ua  bat  tar  and  traar  man,  bat  tar  and  truet  merubure 
of  tha  proteeebm.  I  rafamit  to  Iba  court  Uwoo  reeulutloue,  and  aak  Heat 
they  be  epreed  upon  Ua  record*. " 

Hon.  Mayor  Braley,  on  seconding  the  resolution, 
said  - 

" It  <'«n  to  ma  that  It  la  Suing  for  tha  bar  to  pauea  a  moment  In  Ua 
career  of  boatman,  and  take  notice  of  tba  death  of  one  of  Its  mambara,— 
brother  Arcbar.  Ba  delighted  to  make  httueeir  a  muter  uf  law.  He 
waa  a  found  adrkwr,  and  waa  a  lagiatelor  of  tfala  court  for  aome  lima, 

In  hla  Intercouroe  with  th.  memberaol  tha  bat  ba  waa  alweya  pfoeaeul, 
alweya  cordial,  and  alec  elriclly  tnia.  Whatever  ba  aald  might  ba  railed 
on.  and  in  hla  death  we  loaa  a  faithful  friend." 

Hon.  M.  Reed  made  a  few  remarks,  and  incidentally 
referred  to  the  death  of  members  of  the  bar  since  he 
was  received.  J.  M.  Wood,  M.  G.  B.  Swift,  A.  N. 
Lincoln,  and  H.  A.  Dubuque  followed,  each  mention- 
ing some  pleasing  trait  in  the  character  of  the  de- 
parted. 

In  accepting  the  resolutions  on  behalf  of  the  court, 
Judge  Blaisdell  said,- 

"After  bearing  the  eulugtra  pronounced  by  yon,  gentlemen  of  the 
bar,  I  can  but  any  that  tba  occasion  of  our  meeting  la  a  muel  uuuaual 
one,  1  A  good  man  bee  folleu,'  not  eiuiply  a  lawyer,  not  eim|4y  a  neigh- 
bor or  kind  Mend,  but  a  good  cltlica,  with  all  that  that  term  tinpU*>. 
My  worda  muet  ba  few  after  ao  much  baa  bean  a»W,  la  Uia  lib  of  Mr. 
Archer,  who  baa  now  peaaed  ou  and  gone  before,  wa  bate  a  liawmi  for 
ouieelvee,  e  laaaon  for  ua  tu  learn.  Ha  waa  a  true  man  lu  all  Iba  rale- 
Uona  of  life.  80  for  ae  I  hare  knowledge  of  him,  be  waa  emphatically 
a  true  man.  He  never  tabled,  never  deceived,  never  permit  tad  litigation 
for  tba  aak  a  of  UtlgaUon. 

"  I  can  only  aay  that  1  only  kaaw  Julia  Jaaon  Archer  to  reaped  lehjL 
Aa  one  of  the  apectal  juaUcea  ol  Ihla  court  ba  dleoberged  Iba  duliea  with 
fidelity,  with  iruibfulneaa,  with  high  motion  before  him  to  elwaye  do 
JuaUy  between  party  and  party,  and  waa  couaclenUuna  In  tba  diechnrge 
or  hla  duly.  Mora  than  a  lawyer,  hla  character,  aa  I  anderatand  11, 1, 
engraven  to-day  not  only  upon  our  merouriee  bare,  bat  II  la  ebgraveu 
In  mature  of  education,  of  good  example  here  In  our  community,  going 
In  and  out  before  ua  au  upright  man.  When  each  a  mail  paaaee  away 
wa  may  well  pauae  In  our  ordinary  proceed! tiga  uf  Ufa  tu  pay  tribute  to 
the  fallen.  Try  and  pay  that  tribute  of  reupoct  wlilch  la  due  to  each  a 
man.  It  ia  Uia  pleaeure  or  the  coart  to  order  thai  Iheee  reaulntiona  be 
enrolled  upon  the  raoarda  of  tin  court." 


MILTON  RKKD. 

Hon.  Milton  Reed  was  born  in  Haverhill,  Mass., 
on  Oct.  1, 1848.  He  is  the  second  son  of  William 
and  Sophia  (Ladd)  Reed,  and  through  both  father 
and  mother  descended  from  the  first  English  colonists 
in  the  Merrimac  Valley.  In  18G8,  the  youngest  in 
his  class,  he  was  graduated  with  high  honors  from 
Harvard  University,  and  came  to  Fall  River  as  editor 


of  the  Daily  New*  soon  after  graduation,  but  subse- 
quently studied  law  at  the  Harvard  Law  School,  and 
waa  admitted  to  practice  in  1872.  He  opened  an 
office  in  Fall  River,  and  rapidly  advanced  to  a  high 
rank  in  bis  profession.  He  served  several  years  as 
special  justice  of  the  Police  and  District  Courts  and 
city  solicitor,  in  the  latter  capacity  extending  his 
reputation  as  a  sound  and  able  lawyer  by  his  success 
with  the  important  cases  of  the  city.  In  1880  he  was 
chosen  senator  for  the  Second  Bristol  District,  and 
rapidly  made  a  reputation  at  the  State  House  as  a 
brilliant  debater  and  sagacious  legislator.  He  de- 
clined a  reuomination  the  following  year.  In  1881 
and  1882  he  was  the  Republican  nominee  for  mayor, 
and  although  defeated  polled  the  highest  vote  ever 
given  an  unsuccessful  cnndidute.  Mr.  Reed  is  a  tmtii 
of  studious  habits,  great  energy  of  character  and 
business  foresight,  which  have  already  reaped  him  a 
substantial  reward.  He  ig  interested  in  utility  ami  a 
director  in  several  of  the  largest  corporations  of  the 
city,  and  for  his  age  one  of  the  most  successful 
citizen*  of  Fall  River. 


EDWARD  PUR1NUTON  BUFFINTON. 

Edward  Purington  Buffinton,  son  of  Aaron  and 
Rebecca  Buffinton,  was  born  in  Wcstport,  Mass., 
Nov.  1C,  1814.  His  parents  coming  to  Fall  Hiver 
when  he  was  but  a  lad,  he  grew  up  personally  in- 
terested in  all  that  related  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
growing  town.  Mr.  Buffinton  engaged  in  business 
for  himself  early  in  life  as  a  market-man,  at  the 
corner  of  Maiuand  Pocassct  Streets  until  the  erection 
of  the  town-hall  and  itinrket-buildiiig  in  1846',  when 
he  removed  thither,  and  continued  in  the  same  pur- 
suit until  the  close  of  his  life,  being  one  of  the  lead- 
ing merchants  in  that  department.  Iu  1852  he  was 
elected  to  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives, 
In  1864,  when  Fall  River  changed  its  form  of  govern- 
ment and  became  a  city,  he  was  honored  with  an  elec- 
tion to  the  Bourd  of  Aldermen,  and  in  November, 
1855,  was  chosen  mayor  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  Hon.  James  Btiffintou.  The 
following  year,  1856,  ho  was  elected  to  the  same 
office  by  the  people.  The  three  succeeding  years  he 
devoted  to  his  business  and  private  affairs,  duriug 
which  he  was  free  from  the  cares  and  responsibilities 
of  official  life,  and  happy  in  the  change.  In  ItWJO, 
however,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  mayoralty,  and 
held  the  office  for  seven  consecutive  years. 

From  the  inauguration  of  the  Rebellion  to  its  close, 
Mr.  Btiflinloii  was  at  the  head  of  the  city  government, 
and  had  an  experience  from  which  a  man  of  weaker 
nerve  would  have  shruuk  discouraged.  His  labors 
were  almost  incessant  day  and  night,  but  ho  never 
for  a  moment  faltered  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
and  his  entire  administration  wits  distinguished  for 
judiciousness,  care,  ecouomy,  and  humanity.  He  died 
Oct.  2,  1871. 
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WIM.IAM  I.INKSKV. 

William  Lindsey,  son  of  dipt,  .lonnthnn  W.  nnd 
Hannah  Lindsey,  wns  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  flopt.  20, 
If  Hi.  His  grandfather,  din  William  Lirnrscy.  was  a 
lifelong  resident  of  Bristol,  nml  «linl  ndvnnccd  in 
ycnn>.  Jonathan  wns  a  hatter  in  early  life,  ami  nfter- 
wards  going  to  son  roue  to  bo  shipmaster,  lie  VM 
horn  June  18,  1778,  nnd  married  Hannah  Easter- 
brooks,  whrf  wn*  liorn  in  Bristol,  Aug.  If,  1778.  They 
had  eleven  ehildren  l>oni  in  Bristol,— Sarah,  Hannah, 
Martha,  Mary,  l.ydia,  Jonathan  W.,  (Catherine,  Abhy, 
Willinm,  Nancy  W.,  and  Nathaniel.  All  nttaineil 
maturity,  married,  and  all  except  Lydin  had  children. 
The  combined  ape*  of  the  eight  now  living  in  five 
hundred  nml  sixty-nix  years.  Mm.  Lindsey  died  in 
Bristol,  March  21,  IJWI.  Cnpt.  Lindsey  survived  her 
three  years,  ilying  April  12,  IS.r>4. 

William  Lindsey  had  but  limited  advantages  for 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  seven  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Providence,  and  after  working 
a  short  time  on  a  farm,  nl  the  age  of  thirteen  went  to 
work  in  a  lint-factory,  thus  early  commencing  the 
battle  of  life.  He  came  to  Fall  Hiver,  then  Troy, 
when  he  was  fiflren,  and  entered  the  employ  of  (J. 
Hurr  A  t'o.,  wholesale  grocers  and  provision  dealers, 
as  clerk.  Itciiiaiuing  with  them  until  he  was  nine- 
teen, he  acquired  a  full  knowledge  of  the  business, 
and  purchased  it  from  his  employers.  This  was  in 
IK.'Mi.  From  that  time  Mr.  Lindsey  continued  in 
trade,  under  the  different  firms  of  William  Lindsey,  J. 
W.  A-  W.  Lindsey,  Lindsey  ft  Brothers,  and  W.  St  N. 
Lind-ey,  until  I87S.  For  forty-three  years,  from  18112 
to  ISr.r»,  he  was  in  constant,  occupancy  of  the  same 
location,  lie  was  prosperous,  his  industry  anil  in- 
tegrity bringing  satisfactory  financial  results  and  a 
wi  ll -di  srrved  reputation  for  business  capacity.  Mr. 
Lindsey  wa«  for  many  years  largely  interested  in 
whaling,  coasting,  ami  trading  vessels,  owning  alone 
or  in  company  with  others  quite  a  large  number. 
In  IS7r>,  Mr.  Lindsey  became  treasurer  of  the  Wect- 
aiuoo  Mills,  of  Fall  River,  and  has  held  tbnt  ofiiee 
t<>  th«-  present  writing,  lie  has  been  n  director  of 
the  Mctncouicl  National  Itank.  of  Fall  Uiver,  since 
its  otg:ini/.-itiou,  anil  its  president  since  IRS|,  He 
has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Fall  River  Savings-Rank 
for  more  than  forty  years,  and  its  president  since 
1882. 

He  is  ii  rtoekholdet  and  director  in  various  cor- 
tMirntinns,  notably.  King  Philip  Mill",  Cilolie  Yarn- 
Mills,  Weelamoe  Mills,  and  Conanieut  Mills.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Lindsey  was  in  former  days  a  Whig, 
and  since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
a  sup|Mirter  of  its  principles,  never,  however,  a  bitter  i 
partisan,  bill  caring  more  for  the  triumph  of  right 
principles  nod  the  election  of  good  men  than  for 
party  or  personal  gain. 

lie  has  never  sought  political  distinction,  bis  time  ; 
being  fully  employed  in  attending  to  business.  With-  I 
out  seeking  the  position,  he  was  in  1871  elected  A  I 


|  member  of  the  first  bonrd  of  water  commissioners  of 
1  Fall  River,  and  held  that  position  during  eight  years, 
and  until  after  the  completion  of  the  water-works, 
when,  at  the  expiration  of  his  third  term  of  service, 
he  declined  a  re-election. 

Mr.  Lindsey  has  been  three  times  married, — first 
to  Elim  A.,  daughter  of  Deacon  Enoch  French,  of 
Fall  River.  They  had  three  children,— Crawford  E. 
(twice  elected  mnyor  of  Fall  River),  Charles  B.,  and 
Sarah  F.  His  second  wifewos  Ariadne  M., daughter 
of  Launder  P.  Lortll,  of  Fall  River.  They  had  five 
children,— William,  Marin  L.,  Eliwi,  Anna  B.,  and 
John  II.  His  present  wife,  Sarah  J.,  is  daughter  of 
Job  15.  French,  of  Fall  River. 

From  his  twentieth  year  Mr.  Lindsey  lias  been  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  identified  with 
measures  nnd  menus  for  the  elevation  and  improve- 
ment of  mankind.  He  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  and 
his  life  has  been  steadily  and  actively  devoted  to 
business,  lie  has  a  good  knowledge  of  men  and 
events,  and  a  marked  individuality  of  character. 
Cautious  nnd  prudent,  or  high  honor  as  a  man,  rich 
in  experience,  faithful  to  nil  trusts,  he  has  won  and 
maintained  a  high  plnce  in  the  regards  of  his  asso- 
ciates for  bis  financial  ability  and  his  sound  and 
wise  judgment.  Inheriting  a  vigorous  constitution, 
strengthened  by  the  lalior  of  early  years  and  method- 
ical habits  of  life,  nt  nn  age  when  many  men  lay  aside 
active  business  he  performs  his  many  duties  with  a 
vigor  of  mind  and  body  which  promises  many  years 
of  usefulness. 


Wll.l.IAM  MA80N. 

Willinm  Mason,  son  of  Win.  and  Nancy  (Northum) 
Mason,  was  born  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  Sept.  13,  1806. 
His  father  was  »  merchant  in  Swansea,  where  he  re- 
sided till  his  denth,  which  latter  event  occurred  in 
April,  18|fi,  when  he  was  thirty-eight  years  ofage.  His 
mother  wits  the  daughter  of  ('apt.  Joseph  Northum. 

William  was  brought  up  with  limited  op|w>rtunilies 
for  education,  beginning  at  the  early  age  of  seven  to 
work  in  n  small  cotton-mill  near  his  home,  nnd  while 
in  his  eleventh  year  entering  upon  nn  apprenticeship 
to  the  shoemaker's  trade,  in  which  capacity  he  con- 
tinued until  he  was  twenty-one,  attending  school  but 
a  few  months  each  year.  He,  however,  was  a  diligent 
student,  as  well  as  a  thorough  nnd  active  worker  at 
his  trade. 

After  working  a  few  months  for  Richard  Chace, 
with  whom  he  had  served  as  an  apprentice,  he  went 
to  Fall  River  in  November,  1827,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  I^eonard  Garfield,  a  shoemaker,  with  whom 
he  continued  about  six  months,  when  ho  commenced 
doing  work  on  his  own  nccount  in  a  little  shop  which 
he  hnd  hired  for  that  purpose.  After  a  few  months 
he  entered  into  n  copartnership  with  Gardner  D.  Cook 
in  n  store  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Main  Street, 
whero  the  Granite  Block  now  stands.  Afterwards 
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they  hud  a  store  on  the  east  Hide  of  Main  Street,  nearly 
opposite  the  first.  AAer  noma  two  years  Mr.  Mason 
purchaiied  his  partner's  interest  and  continued  the 
business  himself.  His  trade  grew,  and  he  employed 
several  hands  and  made  goods  to  order,  besides  deal- 
ing in  ready-made  boots  and  shoes.  He  continued 
this  business  until  December,  1837,  when  he  closed 
out,  and  in  May,  183R,  settled  his  family  in  Wood- 
socket,  II.  L,  where  he  went  into  the  manufacture  of 
soap  with  his  brother,  Stephen  N.  Mason,  under  the 
nuiue  of  W.  &  S.  N.  Mason.  They  continued  till  the 
spring  of  1843,  and  on  March  til li  of  that  year  Mr. 
Mason  returned  to  Fall  Kiver,  where  ho  continued  to 
manufacture  soap  on  his  own  account,  and  alter  a  few 
months  formed  a  partnership  with  George  S.  Holmes 
(firm  of  Holmes  &  Mason),  and  at  the  expiration  of 
about  seven  mouths  they  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Mason 
remained  in  the  business  till  about  1804.  During  this 
time  he  had  Joshua  Remington  as  a  partner  about  two 
years.  During  a  portion  of  this  time  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business,  which  he  conducted 
after  they  had  dissolved  partnership. 

During  this  time  (1869)  he  invested  some  money  in 
the  Union  Mills,  and  was  chosen  a  director,  which 
position  be  held  till  he  sold  his  entire  interest  there- 
ID.  He  also  owned  an  original  interest  in  the  Granite 
Mills,  was  a  director,  and  was  chosen  president  of  the 
company,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  is  also  a 
director  in  the  Stafford  Mills,  a  director  in  the  Chace 
Mills  many  years,  and  a  director  in  the  Mastsusoit 
Hank  about  twenty  years.  He  has  also  been  engaged 
with  Foster  H.  Stafford  and  Asahel  T.  Pierce,  of  Paw- 
tuxut,  It.  I.,  in  the  manufacture  of  yarn.  They  have 
three  mills, — one  in  North  Dightou,  one  in  Norton, 
Mass.,  and  one  in  Warwick,  It.  I.,  and  they  run  a 
thread-mill  in  Puwtuckcl.  Besides  all  these,  Mr. 
Mason  owns  large  interests  in  various  manufactories 
of  Fall  ltiver,  and  is  a  director  in  the  Merino  Manu- 
facturing Company. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  ■  de- 
cided disinclination  to  office,  although  hu  allowed 
himself  to  be  elected  a  member  of  the  hoard  of  alder- 
men in  1857.  He  decliued  the  nomination  for  mayor, 
preferring  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  large 
and  increasing  business. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  since  February,  1823,  when  he  joined  at 
South  Somerset,  Mass.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
an  ardent  supporter  and  a  worthy  member  of  that 
large  and  iiillueiilial  Christian  body,  in  which  he 
has  been  a  class-leader  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  steward,  trustee,  etc. 
He  was  the  first  Sunday-school  superintendent  in  St. 
Paul's  Church.  He  has  been,  and  is,  a  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  various  church  interests,  while  his  sym- 
pathies and  support  extend  to  all  matters  which  have 
for  their  object  the  good  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lives,  and  the  elevation  of  humanity  ut  large. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1831,  Mr.  Mason  was 


married  to  Harriet,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  \V.  and 
Sarah  Anthony.  Six  cltildrcn  sprang  from  this  union, 
vir. :  Surah  K.,  wife  of  Irani  Smith  ;  William  W.,  died 
in  infancy;  William  W.  (2d),  Harriet  A.,  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  Kdmund  F.,  Charles  T. 

Mrs.  Mason  died  March  14,  1805,  in  her  fifty- 
sixth  year. 

He  married,  secoud,  Jan.  1,  1800,  Ixiis  Richmond 
Anthony,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Koran  a  An- 
thony. She  died  May  23,  1807,  in  her  thirty-eighth 
year,  leaving  an  infant  sou,  Louis  It.  A.  Mason. 

His  third  and  present  wife  was  Kiueliue  P.,  daugh- 
ter of  George  W.  and  Emetine  E.  Reed,  of  Fall  River, 
to  whom  he  was  unilod  Dec.  10,  1809.  They  have 
had  three  children,— (ieorge  It.,  Stephen  N.  (died  in 
infancy ),  and  Kiueliue  K. 

Mrs.  Mason  was  born  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  Sept.  2i, 
1839. 

i ham  smith. 

Irani  Smith,  son  of  Henry  and  Susan  (Higgius) 
Smith,  was  born  in  Hampden,  Me.,  Oct.  JO,  l»i7. 
His  father  was  a  farmer  and  also  a  mason  by  trade, 
but  the  former  was  his  principal  occupation.  He 
was  a  native  of  Capu  Cod,  and  resided  with  an  uncle 
by  the  name  of  Hinckley.  He  hud  two  children,— 
Irani  and  Siiauu,  who  married  Jcllcrson  Stubbs,  of 
Hampden,  Me.,  and  had  several  children,  of  whom 
only  two  daughters  are  living.  Henry  Smith  died  in 
Etainpdra,  uged  eighty-six  yeurs;  his  wife  died  in 
1811. 

Irani,  ut  the  date  of  the  death  of  his  mother,  was 
only  four  years  old,  too  young  to  realize  how  great  a 
loss  he  had  sustained;  for  no  father,  however  kind 
and  wise,  can  fill  the  place  of  a  good  mother.  He 
was  reared  by  his  father  till  eleven  years  of  age,  ami 
then  lived  with  a  Mr.  Muyhcw,  in  Huui|hIcii,  and 
Mr.  Harding,  ut  Cape  Cod,  until  the  age  of  nineteen, 
when  he  went  to  Duxhury,  Mass.,  and  remained  there 
till  he  was  tweuly-oue.  During  this  time  he  had 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  hud  ae.piired  such 
education  at  the  common  schools  us  his  limited  cir- 
cumstances would  permit. 

On  Nov.  I,  1827,  he  went  to  Fall  ltiver,  Mass., 
where  he  has  ever  since  remained.  As  an  example 
of  his  true  Worth  we  give  the  folhiwing.  His  father 
wus  ulllicfed  with  a  disease  which  incapacitated  him 
for  labor  or  for  earning  a  livelihood,  and,  being  poor, 
as  soon  as  young  Irani  wus  old  enough,  he  took  the 
care  of  his  lather  until  his  death. 

In  1827,  the  same  day  Mr.  Smith  arrived  in  Fall 
ltiver,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Deacon  Shaw,  a  con- 
tractor and  builder.  lie  soon  alter  engaged  with 
Andrew  Robeson,  with  whom  he  remained  till  failing 
health  compelled  him  to  relinquish  his  trade  and  seek 
some  other  mode  of  employment.  In  1832  he  put  one 
thousand  dollars,  which  he  hud  saved  from  his  live 
years'  hard  earnings,  into  a  small  grocery  business,— 
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only,  however,  to  be  swallowed  up  in  less  than  a  year, 
leaving  liim  destitute  l>tit  not  disheartened.  He  *i» 
young  and  energ?tic,  and  by  his  talent*  and  versatil- 
ity could  easily  retrieve  hi*  loss  in  some  new  enter- 
prise. Tliis  proved  to  hp  the  turning-point  in  his 
life,  lor  just  then  he  had  started  a  general  variety 
•tore,  and  made  a  special  run  on  calicoes,  which  he 
could  and  'lid  sell  cheaper  than  any  of  his  com|>cti- 
tors.  Though  badly  in  (Wit,  with  failure  staring 
him  in  the  face,  this  good  luck,  or,  perhaps,  more 
properly,  successful  competition,  brought  him  out 
safely,  and,  as  the  saying  is,  put  him  on  his  feet.  He 
loves  to  associate  with  this  also  an  Important  event 
in  his  religious  life.  Ilis  cheap  calicoes  were  draw- 
ing ninny  customers  to  his  store,  anil  the  evening 
trade  was  especially  valuable.  It.  was  class-meeting 
night,  and  he  was  the  leader.    What  should  he  do  in 

this  conflict  between  inter      and  duty?    He  decided 

to  a*k  his  customers  to  come  some  other  time,  and 
went  to  his  class.  They  did  come,  and  more  with 
them,  impressed  hy  the  example  he  had  set,  no  that 
he  was  undoubtedly  n  great  gainer  in  n  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  and  what  was  more  important  on  that 
eventful  night,  while  at  class,  he  received  such  evi- 
dence of  his  spiritual  acceptance  that  it  has  ever 
been  looked  hack  to  a*  the  bright  epoch  of  his  life. 
Il«.\v  small  an  act  of  self-sacrifice  may  exalt  the 
spirit  and  bring  it  to  a  sweet  consciousness  of  peace 
and  joy.  Through  duty  the  soul  is  opened  to  the 
"  visitations  from  on  high,"  and  the  law  of  duty  is 
thus  revealed  as  the  law  of  true  life.  Messed  are 
they  who  Irani  to  follow  it  in  youth. 

Mr.  Smith  continued  in  mercantile  business  about 
five  years,  ami  then  for  about  two  years  was  engaged 
in  whaling  Mill  fishing. 

Regaining  his  health,  he  entered  trade  as  a  dry- 
goods  merchant,  which  he  continued  till  1873,  when 
he  sold  to  his  sou,  Irani  N.,  ami  Mr.  Jenncy,  since 
which  he  has  not  been  actively  employed  in  busi- 
ness, though  he  is  identified  with  several  manufac- 
turing interests.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Granite, 
and  Stafford  Mills;  has  been  president  of  the  Massa- 
soit  Hank  since  1878  ;  has  been  a  director  of  the  same 
sincp  the  organization,  and  is  the  only  original  direc- 
tor now  living.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  in- 
vestment of  the  Fall  Itiver  Five  Cents  Savings- 
Dank. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  cast  bis 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen,  Jackson  in  1832,  was 
a  member  of  the  Liberal  party  in  1840,  and  voted  for 
James  O.  Birncy  for  President  and  Thomas  Karle  for 
Vice-President.  He  was  one  of  the  First  Frce-Soiler* 
in  Fall  River.  In  18IW  he  was  a  representative  to  the 
General  Court,  and  has  since  served  five  times  in  that 
capacity,  acting  on  several  important  committee*. 

He  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
18'2f>,  ami  has  been  n  class-leader  more  than  half  a 
century,  and  during  an  equal  period  n  teacher  in  Sun- 
day-school.   He  is  liberal,  even  generous,  in  the  bc- 


stowinont  of  aid  on  all  worthy  objects,  aud  an  active 
I  supporter  of  education.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
n  trustee  of  Fast  Greenwich  Academy,  R  I. 

His  first  wife  was  Betsey  L.,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Patience  Douglass,  whom  he  married  Aug.  15, 
1834.  She  was  horn  Oct.  23,  1814,  and  died  July, 
1859.  Their  children  were:  1.  Susan  H.;  2.  Henry 
D.  (deceased);  3.  Rhoda  D. ;  4.  Ellen  A.;  5.  Eliza- 
beth L.  (deceased);  0.  Iram  N. ;  7.  Emma  E.;  8. 
Charles  H.  (deceased). 

He  married  for  his  second  wife,  June  15,  1804, 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Mason,  of  Eall 
River.  (Sec  sketch  of  William  Mason.)  She  was 
bom  in  Fall  River,  Nov.  13,  1832.  The  children  by 
this  marriage  are:  1.  Harriet  A.;  2.  Annie  M. ;  3. 
William  11.;  4.  Charles  E.,-all  living  at  I 


COt..  THOMAS  J.  ItOKDBN. 

Col.  Thomas  J.  Ikmlon.onc  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Southeastern  Massachusetts,  was  born  in  Fall 
River,  March  1.  1832.  Ho  was  educated  in  the  pri- 
vate select  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the 
ago  of  sixteen  years  entered  the  office  of  the  Fall 
River  Iron-Works  Company,  of  which  his  father, 
Col.  Richard  Harden,  was  treasurer.  After  remain- 
ing here  one  year  he  entered  the  Lawrence  Scientific 
School  at  Cambridge,  where  he  completed  a  two 
years'  course,  studying  engineering  under  Professor 
Eustis,  and  chemistry  under  Professor  Horeford. 
The  technical  knowledge  acquired  at  this  institution 
proved  invaluable  to  Col.  Borden  in  his  subsequent 
successful  business  career. 

He  returned  to  Fall  River  in  1851,  and  re-entered 
the  employ  of  the  iron-works  company,  where  ho  re- 
mained two  years,  developing  business  capacity  of  a 
high  order.  In  the  summer  of  1853,  being  at  that 
time  only  twenty-one  years  of  ago,  he  was  appointed 
agent  and  treasurer  of  the  Bay  State  Print- Works,  a 
newly  organized  corporation.  The  financial  panic  of 
1857  led  to  the  consolidation  of  these  works  with  the 
American  Print- Works,  and  Col.  Borden  was  retained 
as  manager  of  the  new  corporation. 

In  February,  I860,  he  was  appointed  agent  and 
treasurer  of  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufac- 
tory, and  immediately  commenced  operations  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  mills.  The  plans  suhmitted  by 
him  were  at  once  adopted,  and  in  less  than  ten 
months  the  capacity  of  the  Troy  Mills  was  increased 
fourfold,  and  the  property  which  was  valued  at  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  1860,  had  risen  in  187<i 
to  the  value  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
more  than  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  had  been  paid  in  dividends.  Upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Mechanics'  Mills,  in  lHfiS,  Col.  Bor- 
den was  chosen  president  and  agent,  and  officiated  in 
t lint  capacity  about  eighteen  months,  when  he  was 
elected  treasurer,  thus  devolving  upon  hi  in  the  entire 
management  of  the  1 
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In  1871  he  organized  the  Richard  Borden  Manufac- 
turing Company,  and  waa  chosen  treasurer  of  the 
corporation,  and  held  that  position  antil  February, 
1876.  He  has  been  a  director  since  its  incorpora- 
tion, and  president  since  the  early  part  of  1874. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Col.  Borden  was  practically 
the  controller  from  1871  to  187G  of  the  Troy,  the 
Mechanics',  and  the  Richard  Dorden  Mills,  the  three 
corporations  embracing  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six 
spindles  and  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  looms.  Although  the  management  of  this  large 
interest  caused  a  severe  strain  upon  his  mental  and 
physical  powers,  Col.  Borden  proved  himself  equal  to 
the  labor  imposed,  discharging  his  duties  with  emi- 
nent ability,  and  these  mills  enlarged  their  operations 
and  were  financially  successful  under  his  skillful  and 
judicious  management. 

In  1876  he  relinquished  the  active  management  of 
the  three  corporations  mentioned  above,  and  accepted 
the  onerous  position  of  treasurer,  agent,  and  director 
of  the  American  Print-Works  (now  American  Print- 
ing Company),  which  he  has  held  to  the  present 
time.  The  manufactory  of  the  American  Printing 
Company  is  oue  of  the  finest  and  most  complete  in 
the  world  that  is  devoted  to  the  printing  of  cotton 
cloths.    (See  history  on  a  former  page.) 

.  Col.  Borden  has  been  a  director  in  the  Troy  Cotton 
and  Woolen  Manufactory  since  1860,  in  the  Me- 
chanics' Mills  Company  since  1868,  and  in  the  Rich- 
ard Borden  Manufacturing  Company  since  1871.  He 
has  also  been  treasurer  of  the  Wautuppa  Reservoir 
Company  since  1864,  and  has  been  intrusted  with  the 
management  of  the  vexatious  litigation  to  which  this 
company  lias  been  subjected.  He  has  been  a  di- 
rector in  the  Metacomet  Bunk  since  iu  organization 
in  1854.  He  was  elected  a  director  in  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  Company  in  January,  1874,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing June  was  chosen  a  director  in  the  Old  Colony 
Steamboat  Company.  He  has  also  been  a  director  of 
the  Fall  River  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  since  1870;  of  the  IIonIoii  Manufacturers' 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  since  1876  ;  of  tliu 
Worcester  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany since  January,  1879;  of  the  State  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company  since  1878;  and  of  the  What- 
cheer  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Provi- 
dence, K.  1.,  since  1873. 

Col.  Borden  inherited  from  his  honored  father,  Col. 
Richard  Borden,  his  love  for  the  military,  and  rose 
from  first  lieutenant  in  the  Massachusetts  militia  to 
the  rank  of  colonel.  He  was  commissioned  as  first 
lieutenant  of  the  Fall  Uiver  Light  Infantry  Sept.  3, 
1863;  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  Fifth  Unattached 
Company  May  4,  1864;  as  captain  of  Company  K, 
Third  Regiment,  Sept.  16, 1864 ;  as  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  same  regiment  on  Sept.  3,  1806;  and  as  colonel 
on  the  25th  of  June,  1868.  He  resigned  the  lultcr 
position  in  1871. 


All  measures  tending  to  advance  the  welfare  gen- 
erally of  his  native  town  have  found  iu  Col.  Borden 
an  earnest  advocate.  His  efficient  service  in  the  fire 
department,  from  1865  to  1872,  will  not  soon  be  for- 
gotten.  Ho  labored  tin  rein  ilti  ugly  to  advance  the 
efficiency  of  the  department,  and  upon  retiring  from 
the  otfice  of  chief  engineer,  which  he  had  held  for  the 
last  three  years,  he  left  the  department  iu  most  excel- 
lent condition.  He  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Fall 
River  Savings- Bank  since  1866,  and  in  1874  was  made 
a  director  in  the  Borden  Mining  Company  of  Frost- 
burg,  Md.,  which  Col.  Richard  Borden  had  assisted 
in  organizing.  He  is -a  prominent  member  of  the 
Central  Congregational  Church,  aud  was  chairman  of 
the  building  committee  during  the  erection  of  the 
present  imputing  edifice  of  the  society  on  Uock  Street. 
He  has  also  been  a  corporate  member  of  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Foreign  Missions  since 
1877.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of 
the  city  of  Fall  River  iu  1874,  and  president  of  that 
body  in  1876. 

Col.  Borden's  life  has  been  one  of  steady  and  active 
devotion  to  business,  and  his  great  success  ho*  been 
the  natural  result  of  his  ability  to  examine  and  readily 
comprehend  any  subject  presented  to  him,  power  to 
decide  promptly,  and  courage  to  act  with  vigor  and 
persistency  in  accordance  with  his  conviction. 

Feb.  20,  1855.  Col.  Borden  united  iu  marriage  with 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Kbenezer  A.  Hill,  and  their 
family  has  consisted  as  follows:  Harriet  M.,  Anna 
H.,  Carrie  L.,  and  Richard,  all  of  whom  are  living 
except  Richard,  who  died  in  early  life. 


HON.  CRAWFOUD  B.  LINDSKV. 

Hon.  Crawford  E.  Lindsey,  son  of  William  and 
Eliza  A.  (French)  Lindsey,  was  born  in  Fall  River, 
Aug.  19,  1838.  His  education  was  obtained  iu  the 
public  schools  of  Fall  Uiver,  Mass.,  iu  I'roviduuce, 
R.  1.,  aud  at  Peirce  Academy,  in  Middlcborough, 
Mass.  Upon  leaving  school  iu  1K.'»7,  when  iu  his 
nineteenth  year,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Ameri- 
can Print-Works  of  Fall  River  iu  the  capacity  of 
clerk,  and  subsequently  became  book-kec|>cr.  A  por- 
tion of  the  company's  goods  had  always  been  sold  in 
Boston  by  commission  merchants,  ami  it  was  mainly 
through  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Lindsey  that  in  1860 
a  change  was  made,  and  this  market  supplied  direct 
1  from  the  works  He  was  appointed  selling  agent, 
which  position  he  held  until  the  sus|ieusiou  of  the 
company  in  1879,  wheu  his  connection  with  the  com- 
pany was  dissolved. 

When  a  young  man,  Mr.  Lindsey  became  actively 
identified  with  the  industries  of  the  city,  llewiu  one 
of  the  originators  of  the  Merchants'  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  was  a  director  from  its  organization 
until  very  recently.  He  was  also  until  lately  a  di- 
rector of  the  Fall  Uiver  Bleaehery,  being  a  member 
of  its  first  board  of  officers.    He  was  largely  iustru- 
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mental  in  organising  the  King  Philip  Mill*,  in  1871, 
and  wa«  elected  its  first  president,  which  position  ho 
Mill  retains.  In  1880  he,  with  a  few  others,  pur- 
chased what  hud  l>een  known  as  the  Mount  Hope 
Mill  property.  A  corponition  wan  organised  under 
the  name  of  Ornament  Mills,  and  Mr.  Lindaey  was 
elected  treasurer,  which  position  ho  now  holds. 
Under  his  management,  the  property  has  been 
greatly  improved  and  enlarged,  and  devoted  to  the 
manufacture  of  fine  cotton  goods. 

He  has  long  been  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Fall  River  Savings-Bank,  and  is  now  one  or  its 
trustees. 

Mr.  Lindscy'a  political  associations  have  always 
been  with  the  Republican  party.  In  1869  and  1870 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city 
of  Fall  River,  and  the  latter  year  was  chosen  presi- 
dent of  that  body.  In  1871  and  1872  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen,  and  in  1874  he 
was  again  a  member  and  president  of  the  Common 
Council.  In  1870,  1871,  and  1872  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  committee.  In  1878  and  1879 
he  was  mayor  of  the  city  of  Fall  River,  the  second 
year  being  elected  with  practically  no  opposition.  The 
two  years  during  which  he  served  as  mayor  were 
dark  and  trying  ones  in  the  history  of  Fall  River. 
Extreme  business  depression  prevailed  throughout 
the  country.  The  defalcations  which  were  discov- 
ered during  the  first  year,  and  which  resulted  in  the 
ruin  of  several  corporations  and  a  general  8U8|>cnsion 
of  manufacturing,  threw  large  number*  of  helpless 
o|»eratives  upon  the  city's  charity.  In  1879  an  un- 
fortunate strike  of  mill  operatives,  the  most  serious 
which  has  ever  alllicted  the  city,  and  attended  with 
considerable  disorder,  rendered  the  second  year  also 
of  Mr.  Nndsey's  administration  peculiarly  trying  and 
lliKlcnlt.  His  ollice  hours  were  extended  through  the 
whole  dny  and  orteu  into  the  night.  The  times  de- 
manded firm n ess,  and  tho  greatest  promptness  and 
vigor  of  action  in  the  performance  of  ollicinl  duties, 
and  very  often  the  executive  authority  failed  to  re- 
ceive the  support  of  a  majority  of  tho  Board  of  Alder- 
men, yet  the  mayor  acquitted  himself  to  the  gcncrnl 
approval  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Since  his  retirement 
from  the  ollice  of  mnyor  he  has  held  no  pulilie  posi- 
tion, except  that  of  trustee  of  the  public  library,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  1882. 

On  the  27th  day  of  May,  1863,  Mr.  Lindscy  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  K.,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Oliver  Chace,  of  Fall  River. 

Mr.  Lindscy  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  enjoys 
in  the  community  in  which  he  resides  the  esteem  and 
confidence  which  he  has  won  by  his  decided  abilities, 
his  persistent  industry,  ami  his  strict  and  undeviating 
integrity. 


BUJAH  C.  KILBURN. 

The  unme  of  Kilburn  is  found  among  the  English 
nobility  ns  far  back  as  Chaucer,  and  the  line  of  de- 
scent can  be  directly  traced  down  to  the  present. 
Thomas  Kilburn  was  the  ancestor  of  the  family  in 
this  country,  and  came  from  England  in  1635,  bring- 
ing with  him  his  wife  and  five  children.  One  of  his 
descendants  of  the  fourth  generation  waa  John  Kil- 
burn, the  first  settler  of  the  town  of  Walpole,  N.  II. 
He  settled  there  in  1749.  He  was  born  at  Glaston- 
bury, Conn.,  in  1704,  married  Mehitable  Bacon  Oct. 
26,  1732,  and  had  four  children,  of  whom  the  only 
son  was  John,  who  accompanied  his  father  to  Wal- 
pole. This  son  is  spoken  of,  in  connection  with  his 
father,  in  an  account  of  an  Indian  attack  upon  that 
town,  recorded  in  Aldrich's  "  History  of  Walpole:" 

"  Kilburn  and  his  son  John,  in  his  eighteenth  year, 
a  man  named  Peak  and  his  son  were  returning  home 
from  work  about  noon,  Aug.  17, 1766,  when  one  of 
them  discovered  the  red  legs  of  the  Indians  among 
the  alders  'as  thick  as  grasshoppers.'  They  instantly 
made  for  the  house,  fastened  the  doors,  and  began  to 
make  preparations  for  an  obstinate  defense.  Besides 
these  four  men  there  were  in  the  house  Kilburn's 
wife  and  his  daughter  Hetty,  who  contributed  not  a 
little  to  encourage  and  assist  their  companions,  as 
well  aa  to  keep  a  watch  on  the  movement*  of  the 
enemy.  .  .  . 

"The  Indians  next  appeared  on  the  eminence  cast 
of  Kilburn's  house,  when  tho  same  'old  devil'  Philip 
who  had  visited  him  the  summer  before  came  forward, 
and  screening  himself  behind  a  tree  called  out  to  those 
in  the  house  to  surrender.  'Old  John,  young  John,' 
says  he, '  I  know  you ;  come  out  here,  we  give  you 
good  quarter.' 

"'(Quarter!'  vociferated  old  Kilburn  with  a  voice 
of  thunder  that  rang  through  every  Indian  heart  and 
every  hill  and  valley.  '  You  black  rascals  be  gone,  or 
we'll  quarter  you  I' 

"  Philip  then  relumed  to  his  companions,  and  after 
a  few  minutes'  consultation  the  war-whoop  was  given. 
The  Indians  rushed  forward  to  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion, and  probably  no  less  than  four  hundred  bullets 
were  lodged  in  Kilburn's  house  at  the  first  fire.  .  .  . 
They  had  several  guns  in  the  houae,  which  were  kept 
hot  by  incessant  firing.  .  .  .  The  women,  with  true 
Grecian  firmness,  assisted  in  loading  the  guns.  .  . .  The 
contest  was  kept  up  till  nearly  sundown,  when  the 
Indians  began  to  disappear,  and  as  the  sun  sank 
behind  the  western  hills  the  sound  of  the  guns  and 
the  cry  of  the  war-whoop  died  away  in  silence." 

The  account  from  which  the  above  is  quoted  closes 
with  these  words,  "Seldom  haa  it  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
our  forefathers,  by  personal  courage  and  valor,  to 
reap  a  more  brilliant  crown  of  laurels  than  that  won 
by  Kilburn  on  that  memorable  day.  .  .  .  During  the 
whole  of  the  Indian  and  French  war,  which  lasted 
till  1763,  tho  Indians  never  afterwards  made  their 
appearance  in  Walpole." 
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The  inscription  on  the  gravestone  of  John  Kilburn, 
in  the  Walpole  burying-ground.  is  as  follows: 

"Id  memory  of 
Joho  KUUim,  who  departed  » 
tfcla  nr.  for  ■  bMtw,  April  1, 1T89. 

lu  tlx  Hft  year  of  hla  aga. 
Ha  *aa  Uia  Brat  aalllar  or  Ibia  lotro 
In  INK," 

Young  John,  or,  as  he  was  afterwards  culled,  Capt. 
John,  married  Content,  daughter  of  Rev.  Erra  Car- 
penter, of  Swansea,  N.  H.  He  died  in  Shrewsbury, 
Vt.,  July  20,  1819,  leaving  five  children,  of  whom 
Elijah,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  youugeat. 
He  was  born  in  Walpole,  Sept.  30, 1772;  married  Re- 
becca Jen:  -  daughter  of  John  and  Sybil  Jenni- 
■on.in  1798.  He  died  in  1847;  his  wife  in  1849. 
They  had  nine  children,  all  born  in  Walpole,  vi*. : 
(1)  Harriet,  died  unmarried  in  1830;  (2)  Mary,  wife 
of  Noah  Smith  ;  (3)  Josiah,  married  Emily  Bonney  ; 
(4)  George,  married  Laura  Hooper;  removed  to  Fall 
River  about  1840,  and  subsequently  connected  with 
the  Lonsdale  Manufacturing  and  Bleaching  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  superintendent ;  (5)  John,  mar- 
ried Maria  E.  Oage,  and  settled  in  Fall  River,  where 
he  died  Dec.  4, 1840;  (6)  Frederick,  married  Mary  Ann 
Wutkins;  represented  Walpole  in  the  General  Court 
in  1858-59;  a  carpenter  and  millwright  by  occupa- 
tion; (7)  Elijah  C,  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  (8)  Re- 
becca, wife  of  Rodney  Smith ;  (9)  William  J.. a  whole- 
sale merchant  of  Augusta,  Me.,  firm  of  William  J. 
Kilburn  &  Co. 

Elijah  C.  Kilburn,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
notice,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Walpole,  N.  H.,  June 
10, 1811.  His  father  was  poor,  with  a  large  family  to 
support,  and  the  only  income  was  from  his  daily  labor 
as  a  carpenter.  Hence  as  soon  as  the  boys  were  able 
to  be  of  any  service  to  their  father  in  his  business 
and  could  assist  in  the  support  of  the  family  they 
were  put  to  work.  In  this  way  Elijah  had  gained 
quite  a  knowledge  of  the  carpenter's  trade  before  he 
was  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  was  getting  what  was 
considered  good  pay  for  the  time*,— about  fifty  cents 
per  ijay  and  board. 

Previous  to  this  time,  as  a  lad,  he  had  worked  on 
the  farm  of  one  of  his  elder  brothers  in  Walpole. 
His  early  school  advantages  were  few;  the  most  he 
attended  was  during  the  three  mouths  of  each  winter, 
and  some  years  not  so  much  as  that. 

When  between  nineteen  and  twenty  years  of  age, 
in  the  year  1830,  he  left  home  and  went  to  Boston, 
where  his  brother  John  hud  been  three  years,  and 
was  then  the  proprietor  of  what  had  been  Holland's 
Coflee- House.  He  was  given  employment  by  his 
brother  at  eleven  dollars  per  month  and  board.  By 
carefully  saving  what  money  he  earned,  and  what 
was  given  him  by  the  bonrders  for  odd  jobs  done  for 
them,  at  the  end  of  four  years  he  had  accumulated 
about  five  hundred  dollars.  Then  borrowing  of  a 
friend  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  he  was  able  to 
buy  of  his  brother  a  half-interest  in  tho  public-house, 


which  became  known  as  Kilburn's  Coffec-House,  sit- 
uated on  Howard  Street,  and  was  well  known  in 
those  days.  It  was  the  first  temperance  house  in 
Boston. 

They  had  aome  twenty  steady  city  boarders,  and 
they  catered  for  a  class  of  transients  who  came  into 
the  city  to  attend  the  Legislature  in  the  winter,  and 
country  merchants  who  came  to  Boston  to  buy  goods, 
staying  from  one  to  two  and  sometimes  three  weeks. 
He  remembers  willi  a  great  deal  of  pride  many  men 
who  ii-r  I  to  stop  at  his  house  who  have  since  become 
famous  in  the  world  of  business  and  of  letters.  The 
first  money  he  made  ho  used  in  paying  the  two  hun- 
dred dollars  he  had  borrowed. 

While  in  this  situation,  on  the  24th  of  September, 
1835,  he  united  iu  marriagu  with  Hannah  S.,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Martha  (Tilton)  Carter.  It  may  be 
as  well  here  as  elsewhere  in  this  sketch  to  give  the 
names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children,  which  arc 
as  follows:  Emily  A.,  born  April  1,  1839;  Mary 
Theresa,  born  Aug.  3,  1841  (deceased) ;  Charles  W., 
born  July  12,  1844  (deceased) ;  Elias  T.,  born  June 
21, 1850. 

After  being  associated  with  his  brother  about  three 
years  in  the  hotel  business,  he  sold  his  interest  for 
about  three  thousand  dollar*,  and  in  1837  returned 
to  Walpole  and  bought  with  his  brother  George  a 
half-interest  in  a  farm  in  that  town  known  as  the 
Major  Jennison  farm,  which  had  previously  belonged 
to  his  grandfather.  On  the  farm  was  a  famous  stock 
of  fine  Saxony  sheep.  They  carried  on  the  farm  to- 
gether about  one  year,  when  his  brother  retiring,  left 
him  sole  proprietor.  Ho  remained  here  ubout  nine 
years,  and  iu  addition  to  the  work  of  the  farm  he  be- 
came quilo  a  contractor,  building  highway  bridges, 
doing  masonry-work,  und  entering  somewhat  into 
the  lumber  business.  In  the  year  1840  he  repre- 
sented the  town  of  Walpole  in  the  General  Court. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Kilburn  removed  to  Full  River,  Moss. 
His  brother  John,  who  had  preceded  him  to  Fall 
River  and  had  established  the  muchine  business, 
entering  largely  into  the  manufacture  or  turbine 
water-wheels,  died  in  1810,  leaving  his  widow  execu- 
trix of  his  estate.  Mr.  Kilburn  took  churgu  of  the 
business  in  1847,  and  not  being  a  practical  machinist, 
associated  with  him  Mr.  Jonathan  T.  Lincoln,  under 
the  name  of  E.  C.  Kilburn  A  Co.  The  busiuesa  was 
carried  on  under  this  name  till  1850,  when,  on  ac- 
count of  the  illness  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  his  sou,  Henry 
C.  Lincoln,  was  added  to  the  firm,  which  then  took 
the  name  of  Kilburn,  Lincoln  A  Son.  They  carried 
on  business  till  1807  iu  the  old  shops  on  the  site  of 
the  present  Full  Itiver  freight  depot,  between  Water 
and  Pond  Streets. 

The  present  corporation  of  Kilburn,  Lincoln  A 
Co.  is  a  joint-stock  company,  with  a  paid-up  capital 
of  uighty  thousand  dollars.  It  was  incorporated  iu 
1807.  At  that  lime  the  new  shops  at  the  corner  oi 
Pocasset  and  Canal  Streets  were  built. 
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Mr.  Kilburo  sold  most  of  his  intercut  in  the 
chine-shops  in  1869,  nnd  in  1871  united  with  Craw- 
ford K.  Lindsey,  of  Fnll  Hirer,  Jonathan  Chacc,  of 
Valley  Fall*,  R.  I.,  and  other*  in  organizing  the 
King  Philip  Hllll  Company,  of  Fall  River.  After 
several  interviewii  it  was  decided  by  these  gentlemen 
to  text  the  practicability  of  raising  a  capital  stock  of 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  erection  of  a 
mill  of  about  thirty-six  thousand  spindles  for  the 
manufacture  of  fine  cotton  fabrics.  Hays  the  history 
nf  Fall  River  industries,  "The  matter  was  put  in 
charge  of  Mr.  K.  C.  Kilburn,  and  within  a  fortnight 
the  whole  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
was  taken  by  forty-seven  responsible  persons,  and  an 
additional  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars 
asked  for ;  but  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  subscribers, 
held  July  14,  1871,  for  organization,  it  was  decided 
to  limit  the  capital  stock  to  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars." 

Mr.  Kilburn  was  one  of  the  original  board  of  di- 
rectors, and  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  corporation, 
which  office  he  still  holds.  The  company  was  incor- 
porated Sept.  15,  1871.  The  mill  was  built  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  Kilburn,  assisted  by  W.  F. 
Sherman  and  F.  I\  Sheldon,  architect*  nnd  draughts- 
men, and  started  in  January,  1873. 

Mr.  Kilburn  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
of  the  Union  Mills,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Halo 
Remington  was  elected  a  director,  and  remained  in 
that  capacity  until  the  suspension.  He  was  also  a 
director  in  the  Border  City  Mills,  and  is  at  present  a 
director  in  the  following  companies:  Conanicut  and 
Weetamoe  Mills,  Union  Belt  Company,  Fall  River 
Manufacturers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  He 
wa«  and  is  an  original  stockholder  and  director  in  the 
Second  National  Bank,  an  original  trustee  of  the  Five 
Cent  Savings- Bank,  and  about  ten  years  past  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Investment.  During  the  years 
1800-63,  18W,-67  he  was  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Fall  River. 


him  and  transmitting  to  his  children  such  a  hatred  of 
religious  tyranny  and  priestly  domination  that  it  has 
not  yet  become  extinct  in  his  later  descendants. 
James  was  the  youngest  of  ten  children,  seven  sons 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  he  is  the  only  one 
living. 

As  an  interesting  evidence  of  the  multiform  branch- 
ing of  the  family  tree,  there  is  to  be  found  on  the 
headstone  of  his  grandmother's  grave  the  statement 
that  at  the  time  of  her  death  she  had  living  nine 
children,  ninety-seven  grandchildren,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  great-grandchildren. 

He  was  of  a  somewhat  delicate  and  sensitive  or- 
ganization, and  has  never  enjoyed  the  vigorous  health 
which  was  shared  by  the  other  brothers  of  tho  family. 
His  childhood  and  youth  were  spent  on  his  father's 
farm,  which  was  pleasantly  situated  about  one  mile 
south  of  Union  village,  near  the  main  road  to  Provi- 


l>R.  J.  M.  AUmiCH. 
James  Motl  Aldrich  was  born  in  the  town  of  Smith- 
field,  U.  I.,  Oct.  30,  1817.  He  is  the  son  of  Arnold 
Aldrich,  who  was  the  twelfth  and  youngest  child  of 
Judge  Caleb  Aldrich, of  the  «amc  town.  He  is  the  fifth 
generation  in  descent  from  C.eorgo  Aldrich  and  his 
wife  Catherine  Scald,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
Derbyshire,  Kngland,  in  1031,  and  settled  in  the  town 
of  Mention,  Mass.  George  was  one  of  the  original 
purchasers  of  the  town,  and  reared  a  family  of  eleven 
children.  Moses,  the  grandson  of  Oeorge,  and  the 
father  of  Caleb,  became  an  eminent  Quaker  preacher, 
and  traveled  quite  extensively  in  prosecuting  his  divine 
mission.  After  suffering  many  petty  persecutions  and 
deprivations  from  the  dominant  religious  sect  of  his 
native  State  on  account  of  his  religion,  he  moved  to 
the  freer  atmosphere  of  Rhode  Island,  bringing  with 


After  obuining  a  knowledge  of  the 
branches  of  education  at  the  public  and  private 
neighborhood  schools  he  entered  the  academy  at 
Union  village,  which  was  then  under  the  charge  of 
James  Bushee.  Here  he  studied  the  higher  branches 
taught  in  a  select  school,  and  during  the  time  read 
ancient  nnd  modern  history  and  the  writings  of  the 
standard  pi»cts,  of  which  he  was  particularly  fond. 
He  wa*  a  studious  scholar,  loved  learning  for  it*  own 
sake,  and. took  a  high  rank  among  his  fellow-pupils. 
Another  means  of  his  education  which  should  not  be 
I  overlooked  was*  tho  Debating  Club,  of  which  he  was 
an  active  member.  Here  were  discussed,  and  fre- 
quently by  the  most  intelligent  persons  in  the  com- 
munity, the  various  prominent  and  public  questions 
of  the  day,  and  as  Mr.  Aldrich  was  particularly  fond 
of  debate,  he  used  all  available  means  to  enable  him 
to  discuss  these  questions  intelligently,  and  being  a 
ready  and  not  unpleasant  speaker,  he  became  quite 
prominent  in  these  .friendly  educational  contests. 
Through  these  various  methods,  aided  on  the  religious 
side  of  his  nature  by  the  instruction  received  from 
his  Quaker  parents,  he  arrived  at  the  stage  of  man- 
hood with  convictions  matured  beyond  many  of  his 
years,  and  being  naturally  conscientious  and  of  an 
active  temperament,  he  soon  identified  himself  with 
the  earnest  opponents  of  slavery,  intemperance,  capi- 
tal punishment,  and  restricted  charter  suffrage,  the 
four  questions  which  were  just  then  disturbing  the 
usual  quiet  of  his  State.  To  his  great  disgust  the 
latter  reform  soon  fell  into  the  hands  of  unwise  leaders, 
and  he  withdrew  from  all  further  connection  with  the 
party,  not  being  inclined  to  place  himself  in  rebellion 
against  the  de  facto  authorities  of  the  State,  though 
not  the  leas  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  demand. 
From  early  childhood  Mr.  Aldrich  had  been  a  victim 
of  gsstric  disease,  which  in  his  later  youth  increased 
in  severity,  and  was  occasionally  accompanied  with 
severe  intestinal  complications,  which,  with  the  de- 
bilitating effects  of  the  treatment  considered  l 
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to  give  relief,  greatly  enfeebled  his  general  health, 
and  caused  his  friends  much  solicitude  for  the  future. 
An  entire  change  in  the  treatment  was  finally  decided 
upon,  and  on  the  accession  of  one  of  those  attacks  a 
botanic  physician  was  called,  who  gave  him  more 
speedy  relief  and  with  leas  exhaustion  than  he  had 
previously  experienced.  The  treatment  finally  re- 
sulted in  the  establishment  of  better  health  than  he 
had  ever  beforo  enjoyed.  This  gratifying  result 
turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  1839  he  entered  the  office 
and  infirmary  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Brown,  of  Providence,  R.  L 

With  his  usual  ardor  he  entered  upon  his  new 
course  of  study,  also  gaining  a  practical  knowledge 
of  the  use  and  effects  of  remedies  at  the  bedside  of 
the  numerous  putienU  treated  in  the  infirmary.  Here 
he  remained  until  the  last  of  November,  1840,  when 
he  accepted  an  invitation  to  go  to  Fall  River,  Mass., 
to  take  the  place  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Woodward,  who  went  j 
South  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  Dr.  Woodward 
returned  in  about  a  year,  and  Mr.  Aldrich  left  to  , 
further  pursue  his  studies.  He  attended  a  course  of  j 
lectures  in  the  Medical  Department  of  Harvard  Col-  ; 
lege,  and  subsequently  a  course  at  the  Botanic  Medi- 
cal College  in  Cincinnati,  where  he  received  his  di-  ] 
ploma  and  was  chosen  valedictorian  of  his  class. 
After  practicing  several  months  in  Woonsocket,  ho 
removed  to  Fall  River  in  November,  1843,  again  tak- 
ing the  place  of  Dr.  Woodward,  then  made  vacant 
by  his  death,  and  now  antedates  by  some  years  any 
other  practitioner  iu  the  city,  and  has  been  the  long- 
est in  practice  of  any  one  of  his  school  in  Bristol 
County.  He  continues  to  adhere  to  the  same  princi- 
ples of  sanitive  medication  he  at  first  adopted,  yet, 
profiting  from  his  experience  and  keeping  himself 
somewhat  familiar  with  current  medical  literature,  he 
is  ever  ready  to  adopt  such  changes  in  remedies  and 
methods  of  application  as  his  judgment  approves. 

For  the  purpose  of  combatiug  medical  intolerance 
and  prejudice,  and  giving  to  such  as  were  disposed  to 
inquire  a  knowledge  of  the  reformed  practice,  Dr. 
Aldrich,  in  connection  with  Dr.  T.  W.  Wood,  A.M., 
of  Middleborough,  published  for  a  year  (in  1846-47) 
a  monthly  paper  called  the  Medical  Enquirer,  of  which 
several  huudred  copies  were  issued.  In  1867,  Dr. 
Aldrich  was  elected  president  of  the  Massachusetts 
Eclectic  Medical  Society,  and  subsequently  delivered 
the  annual  address.  The  energy  and  perseverance 
required  to  overcome  the  peculiar  obstacles  incident 
to  his  independent  position  as  a  physiciau,  added  to 
the  ordinary  duties  of  a  remunerative  practice  which 
he  secured,  did  not  prevent  the  doctor  from  taking  an 
active  part  in  some  of  the  vital  questions  which  hare 
agitated  the  community.  luditfereut  to  the  odium 
which  for  a  time  was  thrown  upon  the  Abolitionists  of 
the  Garrison  school,  he  early  became  one  of  the  most 
active  and  earnest  laborers  in  the  anti-slavery  cause 
to  be  found  iu  the  place.  He  circulated  petitions, 
secured  lecturers,  presided  at  their  meetings,  con- 


ducted the  correspondence,  and  was  closely  identified 
with  the  comparatively  few  of  a  similar  faith  and  ac- 
cordant spirit.  He  has  always  been  a  strong  advocate 
of  total  abstinence  from  all  alcoholic  beverages,  was 
for  years  president  of  the  Temperance  Society,  has 
frequently  spoken  at  temperance  meetings,  and  for 
many  years  has  almost  entirely  discarded  the  use  of 
alcohol  as  a  curative  agent. 

His  early  views  on  the  suffrage  question  made  him 
a  ready  advocate  of  woman's  right  to  the  ballot  us  a 
■nutter  of  justice  and  sound  expediency. 

For  some  years  he  has  held  the  office  of  president 
of  the  Children's  Home,  a  public  institution  designed 
to  have  charge  of  orphans  and  destitute  children,  and 
in  the  success  of  which  he  has  been  much  interested. 
He  has  also  been  the  principal  physician  employed  at 
the  Home  iu  cases  of  sickness.  Iu  1852  the  doctor 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  school  committee,  the 
only  political  office  he  ever  held,  being  loosely  bound 
by  party  ties,  though  strongly  in  sympathy  with  the 
Republican  organization.  From  1852  to  1879  he  held 
the  office  fifleeu  years,  the  last  five  of  which  he  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  committee.  He  declined  a 
further  renom illation,  and  after  a  year's  iutcrval  his 
wife  was  elected  to  the  position,  which  she  still  holds. 
The  annual  reports  of  the  committee  during  his  chair- 
manship indicate  the  intelligent  interest  he  manifested 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

Dr.  Aldrich  continued  his  connection  with  the 
Society  of  Friends  until  the  New  Engluud  Yearly 
Meeting  decided  to  forbid  the  opening  of  its  houses 
of  worship  for  anti-slavery  uicctiugs,  and  advised  its 
members  not  to  be  identified  with  the  Abolition  lata, 
since  which  time  he  has  ceased  to  regard  himself  ns 
a  member  of  the  denomination,  though  never  dis- 
owned by  the  society. 

The  knowledge  and  experience  gained  during  these 
years  liberated  his  own  mind  from  some  religious 
assumptions  and  peculiarities  which  he  formerly  re- 
garded as  important  and  led  him  to  separate  rcligioii, 
which  he  defines  as  the  vitalizing  and  guiding  principle 
which  exalts  and  dignifies  the  soul  and  consecrates  it 
to  noble  uses,  from  the  great  body  of  theology  which 
the  human  intellect  has  im|ioscd  upon  it.  Iu  1871  he 
united  with  the  Unitarian  Society,  ami  was  shortly 
after  chosen  a  member  of  the  standing  committee, 
which  office  he  still  holds,  and  is  ranked  among  the 
most  active,  liberal,  and  progressive  members  of  the 
society. 

Dr.  Aldrich  was  married,  May  24, 1844,  to  Mary  A. 
Allen,  of  Dedhain,  Mass.  She  was  a  teacher  in  the 
higher  branches  of  instruction,  and  thoroughly  in 
accord  with  her  husband  iu  social  ami  reformatory 
questions.  Shu  never  enjoyed  vigorous  health,  and 
died  of  inherited  pulmouary  disease  Dec.  18,  1S.'>7. 
He  was  again  married,  Sept.  23,  1862,  to  Louisa  CL, 
youngest  daughter  of  Hon.  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  the 
atmosphere  of  whose  home  was  permeated  with  those 
ideas  of  practical  righteousness  which  underlie  all 
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dial  in  genuine  in  life  and  emlitri ni»  in  character. 
They  have  ■  daughter  nnd  son,  ilic  fnnuer  nT  whom  I 
has  ncnrly  completed  her  swuml  year  in  Siniih  Col- 
lege, Northampton. 

For  twenty-live  year*  the  doctor  lived  in  the  IHossom 
hou«c.  No.  77  North  Main  Street,  t>n  the  corner  of 
Kraiiklin  Street.  In  1870  he  purchased  a  pleasant 
home  on  Hie  eorner  of  Hanover  and  Prospect  Streets, 
where  he  hM  since  resided,  l>ut  continues  his  office  at 
the  old  place  on  Main  Street. 

We  conclude  this  biography  with  the  following  ap- 
preciative tribute,  written  by  a  prominent  and  highly- 
respected  citizen  of  Full  Uiver: 

"  l)r.  Aldrich  ha*  more  than  a  reputation,  he  has  a 
character  .aw  well  woven  into  the  woof  and  warp  of 
bis  cvi  i y -day  life  as  to  present  a  degree  of  faultless- 
new  that  has  secured  for  him  general  confidence  and 
reaped  He  is  a  gentleman  of  strong  convictioas  and 
marked  individuality  ;  has  opinions  of  his  own,  and 
i«  not  slow  in  defending  them  when  it  becomes  lie- 
ccssa  ry  lor  him  to  do  so.  Indeed,  his  combativeness  is 
fairly  developed,  and  at  times  he  loves  controversy, 
and  wields  a  ready  and  caustic  pen,  as  those  have 
found  who  have  crossed  lances  with  him.  While 
honoring  the  profession  of  which  he  is  a  worthy  mem- 
ber, be  hits  I'un nd  time  for  that  general  and  select 
reading  which,  as  much  as  anything,  devclo|is, 
strengthens,  and  makes  the  man  As  a  physician, 
Dr.  Aldrich  is  safe,  reliable,  and  always  to  lie  trusted  ; 
as  a  eitir.cn,  gentlemanly  in  his  bearing  ami  deport- 
ment, and  holds  a  high  mid  well-merited  place  in  the 
good  will  of  the  community. 

"  His  services  mi  the  school  committee  of  Fall  Uiver, 
lor  which  he  is  ndmirably  adapted  both  by  culture 
and  c\|M'rieiice,  have  been  valuable  in  many  ways, 
and  his  interest  in  general  education  ami  all  that  is 
good  ami  ennobling  in  life  are  well  known  nnd  ap- 
preciated. We  wish  him  the  addition  of  many  golden 
years  to  the  silver  summers  of  his  life." 

lilt.  JRROMU  HWKI.I.Y. 
I>r.  .leroiue  Dwelly  was  born  in  Tiverton,  It.  I.,  .Ian. 
11,  IS.':!,  about  lour  ami  one-half  miles  south  from  the 
city  id'  Fall  Iliver.  His  father,  Daniel  Dwelly3,  was 
a  well-know  n  and  respectable  farmer,  and  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  Richard  Dwelly,  who  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Plymouth  Colony,  and  who,  about 
16ii.r>,  settled  in  Scituate,  Mass.,  having  been  in  some 
of  the  neighboring  towns  as  early  as  1654,  He  had 
a  grant  of  laud  in  Scituate  from  the  colony  for  ser- 
vices rendered  in  King  Philip's  war  in  lfi7t>.  His 
grandson,  Joshua  Dwelly,  being  a  ship-carpenter, 
emigrated  from  Scituate  to  Swansea,  Mass.,  and  about 
17IHI  to  Tiverton,  It.  I.,  and  his  grandson,  Itichard 
Dwelly1,  emigrated  from  Tiverton,  It.  I.,  to  Malilius, 
N.  Y.,  when  his  son,  Daniel  Dwelly',  was  about  eleven 
years  of  age,  where  the  family  remained,  except  the 
son  Daniel,  who  returned  to  Tiverton  and  married  the 


daughter  of  Jonathan  Blade',  formerly  of  Blade's 
Ferry.  Jerome  Dwelly,  bis  son,  having  become 
lame  when  quite  young,  was  sent  to  Bchool  at  Fall 
Uiver,  and  subsequently  to  Pierce  Academy,  at  Mid- 
illeborough,  Muss.,  to  fit  for  college,  with  a  view  of 
becoming  a  lawyer.  He  remained  there  three  years, 
and  then,  his  health  failing,  he  was  obliged  to  suspend 
his  studies  for  two  or  three  years,  after  which  his  mind 
lieeanie  diverted  to  the  study  of  medicine.  He  then 
became  a  student  in  the  office  of  the  late  Thomas 
Wilbur,  of  Fall  Uiver,  and  subsequently  entered  the 
ollicc*  or  Dr.  William  E.  Townsend  and  his  father, 
Solomon  I).  Townsend,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
Massachusetts  Ccueral  Hospital,  Hoston.  He  was 
graduated  in  medicine  at  the  Harvard  Medical  Col- 
lege in  1817,  and  has  been  in  the  active  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Fall  Uiver  since  that  time,  with  the 
exception  of  two  years  spent  in  California,  from  1849 
to  1851.  He  was  for  about  twenty  years  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  Fall  Uiver. 


AlIOirBTUS  clIARK. 

A  man  who  entirely  by  his  own  efibrts  has  risen 
to  aNIucricc  and  social  |x«sition,  and  through  all  the 
changing  events  of  an  active  business  life  has  pre- 
served his  integrity  uiiinipcached,  well  deserves  the 
pen  of  the  historian.  Such  an  one  is  Augustus  Chace, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Without  the  advantages 
or  inherited  aid  he  has  worked  the  problem  of  his  own 
fiirtune,  and  lives  to  enjoy  the  fruition  of  a  successful 
business  career. 

Augustus  Chace  was  born  in  Freetown,  Mass., 
Sept.  20,  1813.  While  he  was  quite  a  small  lad  his 
parents  removed  to  Valley  Falls,  11.  I.,  where  they 
remained  about  five  years,  and  thou  removed  to  Fall 
Uiver.  His  first  work  in  a  mill  was  at  Valley  Falls, 
where  he  received  one  dollar  per  week.  Upon  com- 
ing to  Fall  Uiver  he  commenced  work  in  the  Print- 
Works,  carrying  cloth,  and  soon  after  went  into  what 
was  long  known  as  the  *'  yellow  mill,"  stripping  cards, 
receiving  the  meagre  salary  of  fifty  cents  per  day_ 
Here  he  remained  about  eight  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Kagleville,  and  later  to  Ncwville  or 
"  Sucker  llrook,"  as  the  locality  is  called. 

He  had  now  became  a  thoroughly  practical  manu- 
facturer, and  with  that  clear  foresight  which  has  ever 
been  characteristic  of  the  man,  he  saw  the  facilities 
a  Horded  by  Kail  Uiver  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
nnd  in  1815  he  came  here,  and  in  company  with  the 
late  William  II.  Trallord  erected  a  small  mill  for  the 
manufacture  of  yams,  etc.,  under  the  firm-name  of 
Chace  &  Trallord.  This  partnership  continued  about 
fifteen  years.  The  linn  suliscouently  purchased  the 
Westport  Manufacturing  Company,  nnd  after  about 
six  years  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Chace 
retaining  the  interest  of  the  firm  in  the  Fall  Uiver 
property,  and  Mr.  Trauord  taking  the  Westport  pro- 
ject.   The  business  was  originally  commenced  in  a 
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small  way,  the  product  being  iibout  eighty  pounds  of 
coime  ynrn  per  day,  employing  six  pcraons.  It  hiw 
increased  and  developed  until  at  the  present  time  the 
production  is  three  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  per 
day  of  cotton  twines  and  curpet  wnrps, — employing 
ninety  persons.  During  the  present  year  the  capac- 
ity of  the  mill  is  to  be  largely  increased. 

Mr.  Chacc  hns  ever  manifested  a  lively  interest  in 
nil  matters  tending  to  advance  the  welfare  of  his 
adopted  town,  and  may  be  ranked  as  one  or  the  lead- 
ing mill  directors  and  manu&eUirers  in  this  famous 
manufacturing  city.  In  addition  to  the  Wyoming 
Mills,  which  are  owned  exclusively  by  him,  he  is 
president  of  the  Tecumsch  Mills,  president  of  the 
Chace  Mills,  a  director  in  the  Fall  River  Spool  and 
Bobbin  Company,  also  in  the  Merchants'  Mill  Cor- 
poration, and  is  an  owner  in  the  Harnaby  Manufac- 
turing Company,  lie  has  been  president  of  the 
Union  Savings- Hank  since  tin  incorporation  in  HHRI. 
lie  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island 
when  the  town  of  Tiverton  embraced  u  portion  of 
the  present  city  of  Fall  River,  and  has  also  been 
identified  with  the  city  government,  serving  in  the 
Common  Council,  aud  also  in  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 

Sept.  20,  1832,  Mr.  Chace  united  in  marriage  with 
Rhodu  M.  Lake,  a  native  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  and  their 
family  consisted  of  four  children,— Augustus  \V.  1)., 
deceased  ;  Mary  Maria,  deceased  ;  Adoniram  J.,  who 
is  in  his  father's  office  ;  and  Sarah  I-.,  wife  of  John 
J.  Wood. 

Augustus  Chace's  career  has  ever  been  guide*!  by  a 
truly  religious  principle,  and  from  that  Sabbath 
morning  while  playing  marbles  in  the  streets  of  Val- 
ley Falls  he  heard  the  voice  of  the  Christian  woman 
inviting  him  to  the  Sunday-school,  to  the  present 
time  his  life  has  been  characterized  by  a  consistent 
Christian  spirit,  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church  of  this  city  for  forty  years. 

Augustus  Chace  is  essentially  a  self-made  man. 
Early  in  life  he  learned  that  the  way  to  success  was 
by  no  royal  road,  but  was  open  to  stout  hearts  ami 
willing  bands.  He  has  gained  nothing  by  mere  luck, 
but  everything  by  perseverance  and  well-digested 
(dans,  and  the  Intelligent  application  of  his  energies 
to  the  end  in  view.  In  social  life  he  is  gentlemanly 
and  affable,  and  is  one  of  Kail  lliver's  most  enterpris- 
ing and  honored  citizens. 


WKAVLH  0S1IOKN. 


Weaver  Osbom,  son  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Durfite) 
Osbom,  was  born  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  May  23,  1815. 
He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  eighteen,  working 
on  the  farm  aud  attending  the  common  school,  which 
furnished  his  early  advantage  for  an  education,  except 
a  few  mouths'  instruction  at  llic  seminary  at  Kittle. 
West  Hill,  South  Kingston,  R.  I.  At  eighteen  he 
began  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  tradu  in  Fairhaveu, 


Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  and  having  served  his  apprentice- 
ship pursued  that  occupation  till  1871. 

In  M  ',  Mr.  (Maim  bought  out  Nathaniel  I'eiree, 
of  Tiverton,  ami  carried  on  his  trade  there  about  eight 
years,  and  in  1843  be  removed  to  Providence,  where 
be  remained  one  year,  when  he  returned  to  Tiverton. 
In  1844  he  began  to  work  for  Andrew  Robeson  as  a 
journeyman,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  four 
years,  when  in  1848  he  resumed  business  in  his  native 
town,  continuing  till  January,  18.V>,  when  his  shop 
was  destroyed  by  lire.  In  this  juncture  of  affair*  he 
removed  to  Kali  River  ami  entered  into  copartner- 
ship with  James  M.  Osbom,  his  younger  brother 
(firm  of  W.  &.  J.  M.  Oshorii).  Their  shop  wa*  situ- 
ated where  the  new  post-office  now  stands,  and  the 
partnership  lasted  till  1871. 

Since  then  Mr.  Oshurn  has  been  closely  connected 
with  manufactures  aud  with  the  growth  ami  develop- 
ment of  Full  Ri\er.  He  wa.-.  elected  president  otitic 
INmUMCt  National  Hank  in  IN7:i,  an  office  which  he 
still  hohU.  He  has  been  a  director  in  the  same  bank 
since  its  organization  in  IS.VI,  when  it  was  known  as 
the  1'ocasj.et  Rank  under  the  Stele  laws.  In  1ST;, 
he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  hoard  of  investment, 
and  still  holds  the  |H«itinu.  He  ha»  Itccu  a  member 
of  the  board  since  its  organization  in  IHol,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  William  C.  Chapin,  of  I'rovidcuce. 
he  is  the  only  living  member  of  that  original  hoard. 

Mr.  Usborn  is  president  and  director  of  the  Os- 
bom Mills,  which  take  his  name.  Hcwaschiclly  in- 
strumental in  getting  the  stock  taken  and  building 
the  first  mill  in  1872.  Since  the  last  date  he  has  also 
been  a  director  in  the  llontaup  Mills.  He  is  a  trus- 
tee of  the  Citizens'  Savings-Rank  of  Fall  River,  one 
of  the  bourd  of  water  commissioners,  and  one  of  the. 
trustee*  of  the  State  workhouse  at  Rridgewater, 
Mass. 

An  a  Whig  in  politics,  he  out  his  find  vote  for 
Henry  Clay,  but  became  a  Republican  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  latter  party  iu  l&'rti.  As  such  lie 
wan  elected  to  represent  the  town  of  Fall  River,  R.  I., 
in  the  State  Senate  in  l«.ri7,  IS.'»8,  and  18o!>,  and  iwrveil 
on  the  military  am)  other  committees.  He  has  since 
nerved  in  the  l.egislalurc  of  Massachusetts  lorthelol- 
lowingiiamed  years,  IIMttt,  I  Mitt,  1871,  IS73,  187U,  IS77, 
in  187!l  he  was  a  member  of  the  Stale  Senate,  and 

ii  several  im|Hiilaut  co  duces. 

As  a  military  man,  he  lues  served  through  the  va- 
rious grades  from  private  to  captain  iu  the  Stale 
militia,  ami  was  iu  the  Dorr  war. 

Mr.  Outturn  has  had  much  experience  in  the  settle- 
ment of  estates,  and  his  labors  iu  that  direction  have 
given  general  satisfaction.  He  is  a  man  uf  strict  in- 
tegrity and  sound  practical  judgment, 

He  married,  Jan.  7,  1837,  I 'alienee  II.  Dudley, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Slade.  They  have  had 
four  children,  as  follows:  (I)  Mary  S.;  (_•)  Daniel 
W.,  died  iu  his  twenty-third  year;  (3)  Thomas  I'., 
died  aged  nine;  (4)  Anna  Jane,  died  ages  I  nine. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


FALL  RIVER. 


401 


Mrs.  Olborn  was  born  May  27,  1817,  in  Tiverton, 
R.  I.  Mr.  niul  Mm.  Osborn  have  been  member!  of 
I  lie  Baptist  Church  since  1943. 

Tlie  nine  children  of  Thomas  nnd  Anna  (Durfee) 
Osborn  were  (1)  William,  (2)  Thomas,  (3)  Joseph, 
(4)  Anna  (deceased),  (fi)  WlUoil  (deceased),  (6)  Pa- 
tience (deceased),  (7)  Eliza,  (8)  Weaver,  (9)  James  M. 

Thomas  Orfborn  died  October,  1833,  aged  sixty-six. 
His  wife  died  May  23,  184.5,  aged  seventy-two. 


J.  M.  OSIIOKN. 
James  Munroc  Oshnrn,  son  of  Thomas  and  Anna 
(Dnrfee)  Osborn,  was  born  at  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  Aug. 
27,  1822.  His  grandfather,  William  Osband,  was  a 
native  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  Aug.  16, 
1720;  he  married  Elisabeth  Rhriovo  in  1751;  had 
children,  Weaver,  Elizabeth,  Patience  (died  young), 
Thmnn*.  William,  and  Wilson,  and  died  Oct.  29,  1810, 
aged  eighty-one.  Thomas  Osborn,  father  of  J.  M., 
was  born  at  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  March  31,  1766;  was  a 
ship's  cooper,  and  when  not  on  a  voyage  engaged  in 
farming.  Ho  married  Anna  Durfee  in  1797,  had  nine 
children,  of  whom  James  M.  was  the  yonngest.  He 
died,  aged  sixty-seven,  Oct  7,  1833.  His  mother  be- 
ing left  a  widow  when  James  was  eleven  years  old, 
he  remained  with  her  on  the  farm,  availing  himself 
for  six  years  of  such  coiumoii-school  advantages  of 
education  as  were  given  by  the  town  schools,  when 
he  learned  the  blacksmith  trnde  of  his  brother, 
Weaver,  with  whom  he  stayed  three  years;  he  was 
then  twenty,  doing  back  to  the  farm,  he  tried  seine 
fishing  with  unsatisfactory  results,  and  relinquishing 
this  field  of  labor  he  resumed  blacksmithing  in  Prov- 
idence and  worked  in  other  places  until  1845,  when 
he  came  to  Fall  Hiver  and  entered  the  employ  of 
John  Kilhurti,  for  whom  he  worked  until  the  death 
of  Mr.  Kilburu,  some  eighteen  months  thereafter. 
Mr.  Kilburn's  shop  was  shortly  after  taken  by  Kil- 
hurti A  Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Osborn  began  work  for 
them  and  continued  there  until  1855.  In  February 
of  that  year  he  joined  his  brother,  Weaver,  in  the 
purchase  of  the  shop  of  Gideon  Packard,  No.  44 
liedford  Street,  where  they  commenced  business  for 
themselves  under  the  firm-title  of  W.  A  J.  M.  Os- 
born. 

In  1859  the  incentive  of  making  Fall  River  a  lead- 
ing manufacturing  centre  of  the  State  was  given  to 
the  live  business  men  of  the  city,  and  W.  A  J.  M. 
Osborn  became  interested  in  and  helped  build  the 
Union  Mill,  so  soon  to  be  followed  by  others.  The 
firm  afterwards  took  stock  and  were  interested  in  the 
Granite  Mill,  and  in  1867  invested  largely  in  the 
Merchants'  Manufacturing  Company,  in  which  corpo- 
ration Mr.  Osborn  was  made  a  director.  Companies 
desiring  to  establish  themselves  here  soon  saw  that 
the  assistance  of  this  active  and  progressive  firm  was 
•  step,  and  not  an  unimportant  one,  to  success,  and 
the  members  of  it  were  soon  associated  with  others  in 


the  erection  of  the  Stafford  Mill.  By  this  time  other 
and  weightier  duties  supcrsoded  the  business  which 
the  firm  was  organized  to  transact,  and,  retaining  the 
firm-name,  the  blacksmithing  was  dropped.  Mr.  Os- 
born, in  1871,  was  elected  director  and  treasurer  of  the 
Sladc  Mill,  then  organized,  and  devoted  himself  to  the 
duties  of  thai  office,  and  superintended  the  building 
of  the  mill.  The  next  corporation  in  which  the 
brothers  were  interested  was  the  Osborn  Mill.  The 
copartnership  of  W.  A  J.  M.  Osborn  continued  until 
1880.  They  were  interested  in  the  Union  Belt  Com- 
pany, Fall  River  Bobbin  Mills,  Montaup  Mills,  and 
other  corporations. 

Mr.  Osborn  married,  Aug.  9,  1847,  Mary  B.,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathan  nnd  Elizabeth  (Buffinton)  Chace,  of 
Somerset.  (See  history  of  Chace  family  in  history  of 
Fall  River  in  this  volume.)  They  have  had  three 
children,  only  one  of  whom,  James  V. ,  now  survives. 
He  was  born  Jan.  24, 1856,  graduated  at  Fall  River 
High  School,  married  Delia  8.,  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Durfee)  Carr,  and  has  one  child,  Ma- 
rion. 

Mr.  Osborn  is  a  director  of  the  Globe  Yarn-Mill, 
Merchants'  Manufacturing  Company,  and  a  trustee 
of  the  Fall  River  Five  Cents  Savings-Bank.  In  poli- 
tics Whig  and  Republican.  He  has  been  from  early 
life  a  temperance  worker  in  connection  with  the 
order  of  Rons  of  Temperance.  He  has  never  used  to- 
bacco or  liouor.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  city 
government,  serving  in  both  branches.  He  and  his 
wife  havo  been  long  connected  with  the  Second  Bap- 
tist Church  of  this  city  as  members,  and  Mr.  Osborn 
has  been  for  several  years  and  is  now  chairman  of  the 
standing  committee  of  the  society.  Mr.  Osborn 
erected  the  pleasant  residence  which  is  now  his  homo 
in  1859,  occupying  it  the  same  year.  He  is  a  pleasant, 
atTablo  man,  and  has  been  truly  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune,  and  enjoys  a  warm  place  in  the  i 
of  many  friends. 


IMNF0RT1I  HORTON. 
Danforth  Horton,  son  of  Aaron  and  Bethancy 
(Baker)  Horton  and  grandson  of  Solomon  Horton,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Dighton,  Mass.,  Nov.  19,  1812. 
His  grandfather,  Solomon  Horton,  married  Hannah 
Talbot,  a  native  of  Dighton,  and  had  ten  children, 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters, — Aaron  Horton,  son 
of  Solomon  and  Hannah  (Talbot)  Horton,  was  born  in 
Dighton,  Mass.,  in  1779  or  1780,  and  died  Dec  8, 1854, 
!  aged  seventy-four  years.  He  married  Bethaney,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Baker,  of  Rehoboth,  and  had  five  sons 
and  two  daughters,  viz.,  Mason,  deceased ;  Daitforih; 
Hiram;  Nancy  B.,  wife  of  Jarvia  W.  Eddy;  Na- 
Uvinitt  B. ;  Angelina,  wife  of  Levi  Baker ;  and  Alvah, 
deceased. 

Mr.  Horton  married  for  his  second  wife  Sally, 
daughter  of  Cromwell  and  Sarah  (Mason)  Burr,  of 
Rehoboth.    Danforth  Horton  spent  his  youth  on  his 
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father's  farm,  and  attended  the  common  schools  until 
about  the  age  of  nineteen,  when  he  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  mason  with  James  Horton,  of  Reho- 
both.  He  subsequently  worked  at  his  trade  in  Provi- 
dence,  Taunton,  and  New  Bedford,  and  in  1888  set- 
tled in  Fall  River,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 

About  one  year  aAer  his  arrival  in  Fall  River  he 
formed  a  copartnership  with  Lloyd  S.  Earle,  which 
continued  till  1860.  As  contractors  and  builders 
during  that  period  they  did  a  large  amount  of  busi- 
ness, erecting  in  whole  or  in  part  some  of  the  most 
substantial  buildings  in  the  city,  including  many  of 
the  business  blocks  and  dwellings.  They  carried  on 
every  kind  of  masonry,  and  as  builders  sustained  a 
high  reputation  for  the  substantial  and  solid  charac- 
ter of  their  work. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Horton  was  elected  surveyor  of  high- 
ways, and  two  yeara  afterwards  superintendent  of 
streets,  which  latter  position  he  held  till  1878,  and 
for  a  considerable  period  of  the  time  held  the  office 
of  surveyor  of  highways. 

Mr.  Horton  was  superintendent  of  lights  for  many 
years,  and  for  some  time  had  charge  of  the  teams  of 
the  fire  department.  As  superintendent  of  sewers 
he  hod  charge  of  all  those  constructed  prior  to  1878. 

He  is  a  director  in  the  Robeson  Mills,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  company  since  February,  1882.  He  has 
also  been  a  director  of  the  Bourne  &  Stafford  Mills 
since  the  organization  of  the  companies,  and  was  a 
director  for  some  time  of  the  Merino  and  Tecumseh 
Mills,  and  of  the  Fall  River  Granite  Company.  He 
is  at  the  present  time  a  director  of  the  Pocaaset 
National  Rank,  and  a  trustee  and  vice-president  of 
the  Citizens'  Savings-Hank,  of  Fall  River. 

In  his  political  principles  he  was  in  early  life  a 
Democrat,  affiliating  with  the  Free-Soil  branch  of  the 
party  in  1836  and  subsequently,  so  that  in  1856  it  was 
easy  for  him  to  join  the  Republican  movement,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  stanch  advocate,  although 
never  aspiring  to  politicul  honors. 

He  and  Mrs.  Horton  have  been  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  since  1840,  nearly  half  a  century. 

He  married  Sarah  B.,  daughter  of  Carlton  and 
Sarah  (lirayton)  Sherman,  of  Fall  River,  Jan.  29, 
1886.  She  was  born  in  Fall  River  Feb.  18,  1810. 
Her  father,  Carlton  Sherman,  was  a  native  of  Free- 
town, a  son  u  f  Silas  Sherman,  and  had  four  children, — 
Benjamin  B.,  Zeruiah  A.,  Persia  P.,  and  Sarah  B. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  cabinet-maker,  and  died,  in  his 
seventy-fourth  year,  July  10,  1840.  His  wife  died 
Jan.  16,  1845,  aged  seventy  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton's  two  children,  Sarah  and 
Charles,  both  died  young. 

Danforth  Horton  is  one  of  tho  self-made  men  of 
his  time.  Starting  out  a  farmer's  boy,  with  limited 
education,  and  with  no  capital  save  his  own  indomi- 
table energy  and  perseverance,  he  has  made  his  way 
to  a  high  standing  among  the  men  of  character  and 
business  integrity  of  Fall  River. 


M.OYD  si, am:  BAHI.K. 

Lloyd Slade  Earle.son  of  Slade and  Hannah (Gibbs) 
Earle,  was  born  in  Somerset,  Mass.,  Dec.  11,  1812, 
and  soon  after  settled  in  the  town  of  Swansea.  Slado 
Earle,  his  father,  was  a  farmer  in  that  town,  where  he 
was  born  in  1791.  He  married,  in  1812,  Hannah 
Gibbs,  daughter  of  Robert  Gibbs,  and  had  six  chil- 
dren, vix. :  Lloyd  8.,  Gibbs,  George  W.,  Slade  W.. 
Hannah  J.  (Mrs.  William  Maxam,  of  Swansea),  and 
John  M.  Slade  Earle  and  his  wife  were  members  ol 
the  Baptist  Church  in  ltehobolh. 

Lloyd  8.  spent  his  youthful  days  in  Swansea.  His 
advantages  for  an  education  were  such  as  the  common 
schools  of  his  day  afforded  to  farmers'  boys  who  hud 
to  work  duriug  the  summer,  as  our  subject  generally 
did,  either  on  his  father's  farm  or  hired  out  to  some 
neighboring  farmer,  till  the  age  of  seventeen. 

It  was  at  this  age,  in  1829,  that  he  went  to  New 
Bedford  to  learn  the  mason's  trade.  After  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  four  years  with  Pierce  &  Wheatou, 
contractors  and  builders,  he  went  to  Fall  River  In  tho 
summer  of  1834,  and  found  employment  with  Ephruim 
G.  Woodman,  und  the  full  of  the  same  year  entered 
into  copartnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Dunfurth 
Horton,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  contract- 
ing and  building  business.  Mr.  Kurle  did  not,  how- 
ever, at  once  embark  in  business,  but  returned  to 
Swansea,  and  taught  school  during  the  winter  of 
1884-86  in  his  own  district.  The  two  following  win- 
ter) he  taught  in  Dighton.  The  partnership  with  Mr. 
Horton  continued  till  1860,  during  which  time  they 
did  a  largo  business.  After  it  was  dissolved  Mr.  Earle 
continued  to  carry  on  a  heavy  business  of  his  own, 
erecting  some  of  the  finest  mills  and  houses  in  Fall 
River.  He  built  sixteen  mills,  among  which  we  may 
mention  the  Granite  Mills,  Americau  l'rint- Works 
(twice,  on  account  of  fire),  Flint  Mills,  American 
Linen  Mill,  Shove  Mills,  Union  Mills  (first).  Bourne 
Mill,  and  Wumpanoug  Mill  No.  2.  He  has  been  a 
very  successful  contractor  for  brick  nud  stone  work, 
and  also  for  finishing,  plastering,  etc.,  the  interiors  of 
j  houses. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Earle  was  first  a  Democrat,  acting 
willi  the  Free-Soil  branch  of  the  party,  and  has  been 
a  Republican  since  that  organitotion  was  formed,  in 
1856.  He  has  taken  some  interest  in  local  affairs. 
He  served  one  year  as  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Fall  River,  and  in  1860-61  he  was  a 
member  of  the  General  Court.  He  has  always  been  a 
strong  temperance  man,  having  never  used  tobacco  or 
liquors  of  any  kind. 

He  married  l'crsis  P.,  daughter  of  Carlton  Sher- 
man and  Sarah  lirayton,  in  1886.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Carlton  and  Surah  (Bray  ton)  Slier  man,  and 
was  born  in  Fall'  River,  Jan.  28,  1808.  She  hud  ono 
brother  and  two  sisters,  vix.,  ilenjaiuin  B.,  Kcruiuh 
A.,  and  Sarah  B. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eurle  had  one  son,  Andrew  It  ,  born 
March  27,  1837.    He  married  Hannah  E.  Borden, 
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daughter  of  Durfeo  Borden,  of  Fnll  River,  and  bad 
thro?  children, — Lloyd  B.,  dim!  in  infancy;  Einmn 
P.  and  Mary  A.,  with  their  mother,  survive.  Andrew 
B.  Earle  was  a  grocer.  He  died  Jan.  12,  1867,  aged 
twenty-nine  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  8.  Earlo  are  members  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Fall  Hirer.  He  has  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  Sunday-school  work,  and  has  been  n 
teacher,  more  or  leas,  for  nearly  forty  years. 

He  is  a  director  in  the  Shove,  Wampanoag,  Robe- 
son, and  Ronnie  Mills,  a  trustee  of  the  Citizens' 
Savings-Bank,  and  member  of  its  board  of  inveat- 


Mr.  Karle  is  actively  connected  with  some  of  the 
leading  enterprises  of  Fall  Kiver,  and  has  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  all  public  improvements,  as  well  as 
in  all  measures  and  institutions  calculated  to  conserve 
the  moral  and  intellectual  welfare  of  the  community. 

He  is  a  self-made  man,  and  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  having  started  in  life  a  poor  boy,  and  by  his 
own  unaided  exertions  made  his  way  to  the  honorable 
standing  which  he  holds  among  the  substantial  men 
of  the  city.  In  all  his  business  and  social  relations 
he  has  sustained  a  high  reputation  for  honor  and  in- 
tegrity.' 

WILLIAM  MAHVKI.. 
William  Marvel  was  born  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  on 
the  21st  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1800.  His  father, 
William  Marvel,  was  a  mason  by  trade,  and  the  Mar- 
vels, Marbles,  or  Marbcls,  for  these  are  different  spell- 
ings of  one  family  name,  had  been  generally  mechanics 
since  they  came  to  this  country  from  Wales,  about 
the  year  J  050.  Charles  and  Joseph,  brothers,  and 
the  first  of  the  name  in  this  part  of  the  State,  were 
ship-builders,  and  many  of  their  descendants  followed 
the  samo  profession,  building  vessels  for  Newport, 
New' Bedford,  Warren,  and  neighboring  ports.  Pru- 
dence Mason,  his  mother,  was  descended  from  a  family 
of  Baptist  Puritans,  who  fled  to  this  country  at  tho 
time  of  the  Restoration.  Many  of  the  Masons  were 
well-to-do  farmers,  but  several  arc  recorded  as  tanners 
and  shoemakers.  Is  it  to  bo  wondcrcdat  that  coming 
from  such  a  stock,  the  child  should  have  developed  a 
remarkable  love  and  aptitude  for  the  mechanical 
arts? 

About  the  year  1805  or  1800  a  small  cotton-mill  was 
started  in  what  was  then  known  as  the"  Mason  neigh- 
borhood," now  Swansea  Factory,  by  those  pioneers  of 
manufacturing  in  this  county,  tho  Wheelers— Na- 
thaniel and  Dexter— and  Oliver  Chacc.  When  the 
mill  was  put  in  operation,  William  Marvel,  then 
hardly  six  years  old,  was  hired  to  tend  the  "  breaker" 
or  carding-machinc.  He  remained  here,  employed  in 
different  parts  of  the  mill,  most  of  the  time  until  1812 
or  1813.    His  work  was  occasionally  interrupted  by 
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attendance  at  school  during  the  summer  term,  and  for 
a  month  or  six  weeks  in  winter,  and  by  two  longer 
intervals,  when  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  In  1818 
he  was  hired  to  clean  and  repair  the  machinery  of 
a  small  mill,  situated  in  what  was  then  a  part  of  Ti- 
verton, now  Globe  village.  At  that  time  there  were 
no  spindles  running  in  Fall  River,  but  in  the  next 
year  the  Troy  Mill  was  built.  His  services  seem  to 
have  been  demanded  in  all  the  earlier  manufacturing 
enterprises  in  this  city,  for  in  1814  he  was  employed 
in  the  Troy  Mill,  the  next  year  as  overseer  in  a  small 
mill  owned  by  Dexter  Wheeler,  and  later  hired  by 
Benjamin  E.  Bennett,  carding  rolls  for  hand-spin- 
ning. He  was  constantly  occupied  in  tho  mills  either 
in  Fall  River  or  Swansea  until  1819,  when  a  long, 
severe  illness  prostrated  him.  Before  he  regained 
sufficient  strength  to  endure  the  confinement  and 
hard  work  of  u  factory,  he  learned  the  shoemakers' 
trade,  and  was  occupied  one  season  seining  herring 
and  shad  at  Dighton. 

In  1821  he  returned  to  Fall  River,  and  waa  overseer 
in  tho  old  Troy  Mill  until  it  waa  destroyed  by  fire  in 
October  of  that  year,  and  afterwards  found  work  in 
the  machinc-shopa  of  Oliver  Chace,  and  Harris, 
Hawea  A  Co. 

Mr.  Marvel  was  marriod  on  tho  4th  of  March, 
1827,  to  Lydia  Giffbrd,  daughter  of  Daniel  Giffbrd, 
of  this  city.  They  had  three  children,— one  son,  died 
in  infancy,  and  a  daughter,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
or  nineteen,  and  a  daughter,  Ann  E.,  married,  May 
14,  1856,  William  W.  Stewart,  son  of  Anthony  Stew- 
art, of  Newport,  H.  I.  In  1824  the  firm  of  Harris, 
Hawcs  &  Co.  was  dissolved,  but  Oliver  Hawea  con- 
tinued the  business,  hiring  William  Marvel  to  build 
spinning-frames,  and  in  1825  the  two  formed  a  co- 
partnership. They  not  only  built  machines,  but 
owned  and  ran  a  small  mill,  making  satinet  wraps 
for  J.  tc  J.  Eddy.  Finding  their  business  increased 
beyond  their  facilities,  in  1841  they  hired  a  new  shop 
of  the  Iron- Works  Company,  and  at  the  same  time 
took  William  C.  Davol  into  partnership.  Mr.  Davol 
about  this  time  obtained  a  patent  on  a  speeder,  and 
soon  after  introduced  the  "Sharp  &  Roberta'  Self- 
Acting  Mule,"  tho  first  in  this  country.  The  posses- 
sion of  these  two  patents  brought  a  great  amount  of 
business  to  the  firm,  and  for  nearly  forty  years  Marvel 
A  Davol  (Mr.  Hawes  withdrew  in  1857)  were  em- 
ployed in  building  machinery  for  every  department 
of  cotton-manufactory,  besides  looms  for  weaving 
linen-damask.  Their  machines  were  in  demand 
through  the  whole  country  from  Biddeford  and  the 
many  factory-towns  of  Maine  through  all  the  New 
England  States,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  as  far 
south  as  Baltimore.  They  supplied  all  the  spinning- 
machinery  for  the  groat  Pacific  Mills  at  Lawrence, 
and  until  within  a  few  years  no  mill  has  been  built 
in  Fall  River  without  their  help  in  some  of  its  equip- 
ments. Mr.  Marvel  withdrew  from  active  participa- 
tion in  tho  business  about  1805,  but  it  was  not  until 
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the  work*  were  destroyed  by  fire,  April  14,  1876,  that 
he  finally  severed  his  connection  with  the  firm,  which 
three  year*  later  sold  out  to  the  Iron-Works  Company. 

Many  positions  of  trust,  requiring  business  ability 
and  sound  judgment,  have  been  offered  to  Mr.  Marvel 
at  various  times,  but,  naturally  retiring  and  reluctant 
to  accept  responsibility,  they  were  generally  refused. 
He  was  for  a  short  time  director  in  the  Metacomet 
Bank.  In  his  earlier  days  he  held  numerous  puhlic 
offices,  was  chairman  of  the  school  committee,  and  sev- 
eral times  elected  fireward,  holding  a  position  similar 
to  that  of  our  chief  engineers.  In  connection  with 
Thomas  Durlee,  he  made  the  first  hook-and-laddcr 
apparatus  used  in  this  city.  He  was  for  many  years 
inspector  of  steamboats  for  Fall  River,  New  Bedford, 
and  Newport  In  politics  he  has  always  voted  the  old 
Whig  or  Republican  ticket,  and  iu  the  war  of  1812 
joined  a  volunteer  company,  but  was  never  called  into 
active  service. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  busy  life  of  an  ener- 
getic, persevering  man.  Fall  River  is  justly  proud  of 
her  rapid  growth  and  supremacy  in  manufactures,  aud 
that  supremacy  is  due  to  the  labors  of  just  such 
earnest,  skillful,  keen-sighted,  hard-working  men.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  one  of  our  oldest  aud  most  success- 
ful business  men,  whose  portrait  also  appears  in  this 
book,  thai  the  name  of  William  Marvel  is  more 
closely  identified  with  the  progress  of  manufactures 
in  this  city  than  that  of  any  other  man. 

The  story  of  his  life  is  a  history  of  every  advance 
and  improvement  in  cotton  manufacturing  for  more 
than  fifty  years,  during  which  he  was  employed  in 
building  machinery.  Eminently  practical,  he  knew 
the  whole  business,  from  the  earliest  and  simplest 
processes  to  the  action  of  every  steel  nerve  and  iron 
muBcle  in  the  elaborate  and  complicated  machines  of 
the  present  day.  His  success  iu  his  chosen  profession 
was  due  not  only  to  his  industry,  ambition,  and  care- 
ful attention  to  the  details  of  business,  but  to  an  un- 
usual talent  for  mathematics.  Taught  by  himself, 
he  mastered  the  deep  principles  of  that  science,  and 
■pent  many  hourssolving  the  knotty  problems  in- 
volved in  calculating  the  intricate  movements  of  dif- 
ferent machines.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  lie 
is  the  oldest  cotton-spinner  now  living  iu  Bristol 
County.  Mr.  Marvel  is  what  is  called  a  "  self-made 
man."  With  far  less  than  the  advantages  that  every 
child  now  enjoys,  and  obliged  to  assist  iu  the  sup- 
port of  his  father's  family  at  an  age  when  many  are 
scarcely  out  of  the  nursery,  he  has  by  his  own  un- 
aided efforts  acquired  an  enviable  position  in  the 
community,  and  now  at  eighty-three,  still  hale  aud 
vigorous,  is  enjoying  his  richly-deserved  rest,  re- 
spected by  all  for  his  clear  judgment,  unbending  in- 
tegrity, and  upright,  useful  life. 


SAMUKL  MARTIN  LUTilKK. 

Samuel  Martin  Luther,  son  of  Samuel  and  Abigail 
Luther,  was  born  iu  the  town  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  Nov. 
15,  1806.  His  grandfather,  Frederick  Luther,  was  a 
native  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  where  he  lived  and  died  at  a 
ripe  old  age.  lie  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  aud 
had  children,  one  of  whom  was  Samuel,  who  was 
born  in  Warren  and  settled  in  Swansea,  where  he 
followed  the  occupations  of  farmer  and  carpenter. 
He  died  in  Fall  River  in  the  fall  'of  1843,  and  his 
wife  Abigail  died  in  1858  or  1859.  Their  children 
were:  (1)  Rebecca,  married  James  Bowon;  (2)  Polly, 
married  Willard  Barney;  (3)  Abby,  married  James 
Richards;  (4)  Daniel  B.,  followed  the  seas;  (5)  Pris- 
cilla,  married  John  Bushee;  (6)  Samuel  M.;  and 
(7)  Nancy,  married  John  Baker. 

Samuel  M.  Luther  had  very  limited  advantages  for 
an  education.  He  attended  the  district  school  some 
three  months  every  winter  (when  not  otherwise  en- 
'  gaged)  until  he  was  about  soventeeu  years  of  age.  He 
remained  at  home,  working  on  the  farm,  till  thu 
spring  of  1826,  wheu  he  came  to  Fall  River  and  com- 
menced as  an  apprentice  at  the  mason's  trude  with 
John  Phinney,  one  of  the  early  contractors  aud  build- 
ers of  Fall  River.  After  serving  his  apprenticeship 
of  three  years,  he  continued  to  work  for  Mr.  Phinney 
as  a  journeyman  till  1831,  when  he  began  business 
for  himself  as  a  contractor  and  builder.  The  first 
work  he  did  after  starting  for  himself  worthy  of  men- 
tion was  the  building  of  the  stone  church  (Congrega- 
tional) situated  on  North  Main  Street,  Fall  River. 
Since  that  time  he  lias  had  a  hand,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  in  the  construction  of  many  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial dwelling-houses  aud  mills  in  this  city. 

As  a  contractor  and  builder,  Mr.  Luther  has  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  in  Fall  River.  Being  a 
practical  workman  himself,  he  has  given  his  personal 
attention  to  all  his  more  important  jobs,  aud  was 
ever  careful  to  see  that  those  whom  he  employed  did 
their  work  well.  He  required  no  moreof  others  than 
he  was  willing  to  do  himself.  He  has  been  a  director 
iu  various  corporations  in  Full  River,  and  is  at  the 
present  writing  director  in  Robeson  Mill. 

Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  been  twice 
married,  first  to  Abby  M.  Bosworth,  of  Warrcu,  K  I. 
Of  this  union  three  children  were  born,  all  of  whom 
died  young.  Mrs.  Abby  M.  (Bosworth)  Luther  was 
born  Feb.  21,  180JI,  aud  died  July  II,  1854.  Mr. 
Luther  married  for  his  second  wife  Harriet,  daughter 
of  William  and  Susanna  (Spencer)  Bateman,  Nov. 
18,  1867.  She  was  born  July  8,  1817,  in  Newport, 
R.  I.  They  have  one  son,  Charles  It.,  born  Nov.  15, 
1860,  in  Fall  River.  He  prepared  for  college  at  the 
High  School  in  this  city,  and  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  the  class  of  1883. 

Mr.  Luther  commenced  life  a  poor  boy,  but  by  his 
indomitable  energy,  keen  perceptions,  good  sense, 
sound  judgment,  coupled  with  honesty  uud  economy, 
he  has  accumulated  a  competency  for  old  age. 
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Me  detests  anything  that  wivors  of  shams,  but 
honnra  all  well-directed  efforts  which  have  for  their 
object  the  good  of  aocicty  and  the  elevation  of  man- 
kind. 


JOHN  PALMER  fil.ADE. 

John  Palmer  8lade,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Slade, 
was  born  in  Somerset,  Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  Nov.  13, 
1824.  He  is  of  Welah  descent,  and  traces  his  lineage 
back  to  Edward  8lade,  who  was  born  in  Wales  and 
came  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  among  the  early  settlers  of 
that  colony.  William,  the  son  of  Edward,  was  the 
founder  of  the  family  at  Blade's  Ferry,  In  Somerset, 
and  settled  there  in  1680.  The  line  of  descent  is  as 
follows:  On  the  paternal  side,  Edward',  William',  Ed- 
ward', Edward4,  Baker1.  John4,  John',  and  John  P."; 
on  the  maternal  aide,  Edward',  William',  Edward*, 
Edward',  Baker*,  Edward',  Mary  81ade',  John  P." 

His  grandfather,  John  Slade,  on  his  father's  side, 
and  Edwnrd,  on  his  mother's  side,  who  were  brothers, 
lived  in  Swansea  and  Somerset,  and  were  respectable 
farmers.  John  Slade  married  Phoebe  Pierce,  of  Som- 
erset, and  had  sons,  Pierce,  John,  and  Edmund. 
Dying  at  the  nge  of  twenty-seven,  his  widow  married 
Wing  Eddy,  by  whom  she  had  several  children,  and 
died  at  an  advanced  nge. 

John  Slade,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Swansea,  and 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward  Slade,  of  Somer- 
set They  had  children,— Winslow  (lost  at  sea),  John 
P.,  Edwnrd  and  Mary  (twins,  died  in  infancy).  The 
father  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  and  the  mother 
at  thirty-nine. 

John  P.  Slade,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  de- 
prived of  his  father  at  the  early  age  of  four  years,  and 
of  his  mother  at  fourteen.  Being  without  a  home,  he 
went  to  live  with  Cnpt.  Robert  Gibbs,  a  farmer  of  Som- 
erset, Mass.  He  continued  there  until  about  the  age 
of  eighteen,  when  a  desire  for  higher  knowledge  than 
he  had  been  able  to  obtain  in  early  boyhood  at  the 
common  schools  induced  him  to  spend  some  six 
months  at  Myers  Academy,  in  Warren,  R.  I. 

In  the  fall  of  1841  he  came  to  Fall  River,  Mass.,  as 
a  clerk  for  Hale  Remington,  who  was  then  engaged 
in  the  grocery  and  drug  business.  He  remained  in 
this  capacity  about  eight  months,  when  he  accepted 
a  clerkship  with  his  cousin,  F.  P.  Cnmmings,  a  cotton 
dealer  and  general  merchant,  located  at  Georgetown, 
S.  O.  At  the  end  of  the  following  eight  months  he 
entered  into  copartnership  with  Mr.  Cummings, 
under  the  name  and  style  of  Cummings  *  Slade, 
and  after  some  two  years  ho  purchased  his  part- 
ner's interest,  settled  up  the  business,  and  came  to 
Fall  River  in  the  spring  of  1848.  For  the  next 
seven  years  he  served  as  clerk  and  conductor  for 
the  Fall  River  Railroad  Company,  which  was  after- 
wards changed  into  the  Old  Colony. 

In  1855  he  entered  the  office  of  Hale  Remington,  a 
general  commission  merchant,  as  clerk  and  salesman, 
and  continued  in  his  employ  three  years. 


In  January,  1868,  he  formed  a  copartnership  with 
A.  B.  Macy  (firm  of  Slade,  Macy  &  Co.)  in  wholesale 
commission  and  insurance  business  at  Fall  River.  At 
the  close  of  the  first  year  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, and  Mr.  Slade  continued  the  business  alone 
until  January,  1879,  when  he  associated  with  himself 
his  eldest  son,  Leonard  N.  Slade  (firm  of  John  P. 
Slade  &  Son,  engaged  in  the  general  commission  and 
insurance  business). 

Mr.  Slade  began  life  as  a  poor  boy,  dependent  upon 
his  own  unaided  exertions  for  success  in  whatever 
branch  of  industry  he  might  choose  to  pursue.  He 
is  in  every  respect  a  self-made  man,  and  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune. 

At  the  formation  of  the  Granite  Mills  corporation 
in  186.1  ho  was  one  of  the  original  subscribers,  and 
that  corporation  was  organized  in  his  office,  and  he 
was  elected  a  director  in  1873.  At  the  organization 
of  the  Davol  Mills  in  1867  he  was  made  a  director. 
In  1872,  at  organization  of  Shove  Mills,  was  made 
treasurer  and  director,  and  at  the  death  of  its  presi- 
dent, Charles O.  Shove,  in  1873,  was  elected  president, 
and  served  until  1880.  He  ia  also  a  director  of  the 
Wcetnmoe  Mills,  ami  president  of  Laurel  Lake  Mills. 

Oct.  25,  1866,  soon  after  the  organization  of  the 
Fall  River  Five  Cento  8avings-Bank,  was  elected  its 
secretary,  and  still  remains  in  that  position.  Has 
been  a  director  of  the  Fall  River  National  Bank  since 
January,  1866. 

Mr.  Slade  has  been  married  three  times, — first  to 
Sarah  L.  Lcwin,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Mary  Lewin, 
of  Somerset,  Mass.  She  died  of  typhoid  fever  soon 
after  marriage.  Second,  to  Ruth  Ann  Gardner,  daugh- 
ter of  Preserved  8.  and  Ann  Maria  Gardner,  of  Swan- 
sea, Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Leonard  N. 
and  Abbott  E.  Slade,  both  living;  the  latter  is  now 
treasurer  of  Laurel  Lake  Mills.  Third,  to  Lois  A. 
Buffinton,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Ruth  B.  Buffinton, 
of  Swansea,  Mass.  They  have  had  four  children, 
viz.,  Mary  E.,  Benjamin  (deceased),  John  Milton  (de- 
ceased), and  Louis  Palmer. 

Mr.  8lade  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Roard  of  Aldermon  and  of  the  City 
Council  of  Fall  River. 


DRNJAMIN  COVBU 

Benjamin  Covcl,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Polly 
(Newell)  Covcl,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Berkley, 
Mass.,  March  2,  1818.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Killingley,  Conn.,  and  was  a  farmer  and  ship-car- 
penter by  occupation.  He  was  twice  married, — first 
to  Polly  Newell,  and  had  children,  Samuel  and  Ben- 
jamin ;  second,  to  Susan  Tinkham.  He  settled  in 
Berkley  previous  to  his  first  marriage,  and  continued 
to  reside  there  until  his  death,  March  15,  1848,  aged 
sixty-four  years. 

Benjamin  Covcl,  the  immediate  subject  of  our 
sketch,  received  a  common-school  education.  He 
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remained  at  home,  work'ing  upon  hi*  father's  farm, 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Fall  River,  and  commenced  as  an  apprentice  at  the 
carpenter  and  joiner  trade  with  Melvill  Borden,  a 
contractor  and  builder  in  wood.  He  remained  with 
him  about  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he  went  and  fin- 
ished his  apprenticeship  with  the  firm  of  Pierce, 
Mason  &  Co.,  and  continued  in  their  employ  till  the 
summer  of  1842.  In  September  of  that  year  he  went 
to  Boston  as  a  boss-carpenter  to  work  for  Samuel 
Sanford.  Mr.  Covel  had  the  general  oversight  of  all 
the  repairing  and  erection  of  new  tenement-houses 
put  up  by  Mr.  Sanford.  In  November  of  the  same 
year  he  returned  to  his  native  town  (Berkley),  and 
remained  there  the  winter  following,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1843  went  to  Fall  River,  and  in  company 
with  James  Smith  built  the  Pearl  Street  Church, 
Richardson  House,  Wilbur  House,  and  many  more. 
Mr.  Covel  has  been  constantly  employed  for  the  past 
forty  years  as  a  contractor  and  builder  in  wood,  not 
alone  in  Fall  River,  but  in  Boston,  Newport,  EL  I., 
and  elsewhere.  Among  the  finest  buildings  erected 
by  him  in  Fall  River  we  may  mention  the  Troy 
Buildings,  the  Durfee  Block,  the  residence  of  William 
C.  Davol,  Jr.,  A.  S.  Covel,  and  many  others.  At  the 
time  of  the  extension  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
from  Fall  River  to  Newport,  he  built  all  the  bridges 
and  depots  on  the  line.  At  the  present  writing  (1883) 
he  is  putting  up  a  large  freight-house  in  Boston  for 
the  Old  Colony  Company,  which  is  sixty  by  three 
hundred  and  eighty  feet.  He  has  been  president  and 
director  of  the  Crescent  Mills  since  ils  organization, 
and  vice-president  and  trustee  of  the  Uuion  Savings- 
Bank. 

Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  held  vari- 
ous offices  of  trust  and  houor  in  his  adopted  city,  and 
has  been  a  delegate  to  County  and  State  Conventions. 
On  the  14th  of  December,  1841,  he  married  Angeline, 
daughter  of  Halsey  and  Mercy  (Allen)  Baker,  of 
Dartmouth,  Mass.  She  was  born  Jan.  3,  1821,  in 
Dartmouth.  They  have  four  children,— (l)Alphonso 
S.,  treasurer  of  Crescent  Mills;  (2)  Benjamin  F.,  a 
machinist;  (3)  Thomas  D.,  a  merchant  under  the 
firm-name  of  Sanford  &  Covel ;  (4)  Ina  F.,  who  died 
at  two  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Covel  commenced  life  a  poor  boy,  but  by  his 
characteristic  energy,  indomitable  will,  quick  in- 
ception, aud  resolute  character  he  has  surmounted 
all  obstacles,  and  is  now  (1883)  in  good  circum- 
stances, and  is  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of  a 
happy  home. 


JAMBS  II EN II V. 
•  Fall  River  owes  an  imperishable  debt  to  such  men 
as  James  Henry,  who,  with  well-stored  minds  of  prac- 
tical knowledge,  have  given  large  and  comprehensive 
abilities,  sterling  integrity,  and  wise  and  sagacious 
industry  to  the  development  of  those  manufacturing 


interests  that  are  the  source  of  her  wealth  and  pros- 
perity. Justice  to  the  men  who  have  spent  lung  lives 
in  her  service  demands  that  they  be  worthily  men- 
tioned in  her  history,  and  we  give  an  outline  of  the 
business  career  of  one  of  its  most  prominent  and  use- 
ful representatives  when  we  write  of  James  Henry. 
He  was  born  Aug.  5,  1805,  in  Clitheroe,  England. 
Clitheroe  is  a  busy  cotton-manufacturing  town  on  the 
Ribble,  in  the  greatest  cotton-manufacturing  district 
of  the  world,  Lancashire. 

Robert  Henry,  his  father,  was  an  overseer  of  calico- 
printing  in  the  employ  of  James  Thompson,  who 
owned  and  managed  the  Primrose  Print-Works. 
James  Thompson  was  a  famous  manufacturer,  known 
for  his  enterprise  and  liberality  throughout  Europe. 
He  selected  the  best  talent  to  instruct  his  apprentices, 
employing  several  scientific  men  and  French  chemists 
as  practical  teachers.  The  system  of  seven  years'  ap- 
prenticeship was,  in  his  establishment,  the  best  possi- 
ble educator.  Of  its  immense  advantages  in  the  way 
of  securing  the  most  thorough  knowledge  and  highest 
skill  in  the  learner  no  one  can  doubt.  Miles  Brace- 
well,  father  of  John  Bracewell,  fur  many  years  had 
i  charge  of  the  "  color  department,"  aud  his  son  was 
apprenticed  in  the  establishment,  and  both  John 
Bracewell  and  James  Henry  are  living  arguments  of 
the  excellence  of  the  apprentice  system  us  existing  in 
Clitheroe. 

Robert  Henry  married  Sarah  Ireland,  and  hud  six 
children, — Mary,  James,  Nannie,  Catliurino,  William, 
and  Margaret.  Thuy  ull  grew  up,  hud  families,  and 
only  Junius  and  Cuthariue  are  living.  Jamos  wu» 
but  eight  years  old  when  his  father  died,  and  his 
mother  was  left  to  struggle  will,  poverty  in  bringiug 
up  her  family.  She  was,  however,  a  woman  of  rare 
strength  of  character,  deep  Christian  fervor,  and  re- 
markable industry.  Her  courage  and  skill  kept  the 
family  together,  and  her  uprightness  uud  womanly 
virtues  made  her  a  model  mother,  whose  instructions 
bore  good  fruit  in  succeeding  years. 

The  most  of  the  education  received  by  James  in 
youth  was  acquired  at  Sunday-school,  which  he  regu- 
larly attended.  At  a  very  curly  age,  souu  after  his 
father's  death,  he  commenced  labor  in  the  print- 
works as  u  "  tier  boy."  Ho  continued  in  this  service 
until  he  was  ubout  eleven,  when  he  was  employed  for 
a  short  period  in  the  department  of  machine  print- 
ing, uud  then  wus  apprenticed  to  leuru  "  block  print- 
I  ing."  He  begun  ut  the  lowest  round  in  the  ladder 
i  of  his  advancement,  and  was  long  uud  rigidly  held 
at  each  until  he  could  safely  mount  the  higher  one. 
Seven  years  were  thus  passed  in  the  acquisition  of 
kuowledge  which  afterwards  made  him  so  important 
a  factor  in  the  rise  aud  fortunes  of  the  American 
Print- Works  and  Olobe  Print- Works.  After  his  ap- 
prenticeship he  worked  for  two  years  longer,  when 
the  subtile  aud  irresistible  influence  of  America  drew 
him  to  her  shores.  He  arrived  iu  Bostou  Aug.  15, 
1821).  in  the  ship  "  Hellespont,"  Pratt,  master. 
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After  imhorl  visit  to  friends  in  Taunton,  ho  went 
to  Springvalc,  Me.,  wherr  a  number  from  Inn  native  1 
town  were  engaged  in  color-printing,  and  engaged  an 
color-malm  Staying  there  something  more  than  n 
year,  he  went  to  Lowell,  Mam.,  to  work  as  a  color- 
printer.  Becoming  ill,  however,  ho  went  to  Dover, 
N.  H.,  for  medical  treatment,  and  stayed  three 
months.  Regaining  his  health  shortly  after  his  re-  j 
turn  to  liowcll  in  1832,  he  was  solicited  to  come  to  j 
the  infant  town  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and  take  charge 
of  the  color  department  of  the  "  Globe  Print- Works." 
He  accepted  the  position,  and  rapidly  won  a  reputa- 
Bon  for  ability,  energy,  and  skill.  From  that  time  ■ 
to  the  present,  over  fifty  years,  Mr.  Henry  has  been  ! 
identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  this 
city.  He  remained  at  the  "Globe"  as  color-maker 
for  two  years,  when  ho  entered  the  employ  of  the 
'*  American  Print- Works,"  then  just  organized,  as 
head  color-maker.  This  was  under  the  administra- 
tion of  Holder  llordcn,  who  had  the  tact  of  securing 
the  best  talent  in  every  department.  In  1837  he  be- 
came manager  of  the  American  Print-Works,  Jef- 
ferson Borden  beeoming  agent,  on  the  death  of  Holder 
Borden.  Mr.  Henry  had  as  his  assistant  his  brother, 
William  Henry,  who  remained  with  him  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  his  death  in  1850.  Mr.  Henry  about 
1880  was  called  to  bo  superintendent  of  the  (Robe 
Mills  also,  ami  continued  to  ably  direct  the  fortunes 
of  the  corporations  under  his  superintendence.  By 
his  tireless  perseverance,  his  quickness  of  insight,  and 
his  perfect  command  and  knowledge  of  the  minute 
details  of  every  branch  of  his  work  he  kept  the  repu- 
tation of  the  goods  at  the  very  head  of  their  class, 
and  did  much  toward  establishing  the  permanent 
prosperity  anil  reputation  of  these  mills.  He  con- 
tinued in  these  responsible  labors  until  apprised  by  * 
failing  health  of  the  necessity  of  throwing  the  ardu- 
ous duties  upon  younger  men,  when,  in  1873,  he  re- 
signed both  positions,  with  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  his  son  Robert  was  to  succeed  him  in  both. 

Mr.  Henry  has  built  up  a  handsome  property  by 
Ml  unwearied  and  faithful  services  and  investment 
In  manufacturing  corporations.  He  has  made  every 
dollar  he  owns  in  the  interests  (o  which  his  life  has 
been  devoted,  and  is  now  stockholder  in  various  cor-  . 
porations.both  in  Fall  River  and  elsewhere.  He  has 
been  president  and  director  of  the  Merchant*'  Mill 
since  its  organization.  He  was  a  director  of  the  King 
Philip  ami  Chase  Mills  also  until  compelled  to  re- 
sign by  failing  health. 

Though  born  and  educated  in  England,  he  became 
an  American  from  the  very  day  his  feet  touched 
American  soil.  His  pride  and  hopes  for  this  country 
are  as  intense  ns  any  nntive  son's.  His  love  for  Fall 
Hiver  is  as  tender  and  steadfast  as  though  its  air  was 
the  first  he  breathed,  and  during  his  residence  here 
he  has  endeared  himself  to  all  classes  of  people  by 
his  liberality  and  his  keen  personal  interest  in  what- 
ever affected  the  welfare  of  the  city  or  tlio  condition 


of  its  inhabitant*.  He  has  been  Republican  iti  po- 
litical sentiment,  and  was  elected  alderman  in  the 
first  city  election  of  Fall  River.  He  baa  held  that 
oflice  eight  years.  He  was  quick  to  suggest  anil 
ready  to  assist  any  movement  helpful  to  the  material 
or  moral  advancement  of  the  city. 

He  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  iu 
the  prime  of  life,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  James 
D.  Butler,  and  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  its 
institutions  and  every  good  cause  in  the  community. 
He  has  long  served  as  Sunday-school  teacher,  class- 
leader,  and  steward,  discharging  those  duties  as 
pleasant  labors  of  love. 

For  over  half  a  century,  from  the  activities  of 
early  manhood  to  the  well-developed  years  of  old 
age,  Mr.  Henry  has  borne  himself  a  gentleman,  kind- 
hearted  and  liberal,  and  has  ever  stood  high  in  the 
esteem  of  the  better  element  of  society. 


HON.  JOHN  B.  HATHAWAY. 

In  looking  over  the  past  history  of  Fall  River,  we 
find  some  men  now  living  who  wcro  in  business  over 
half  a  century  ago,  and  have  retire*!  and  are  enjoying 
the  fruit*  of  their  labor  at  a  good  old  age.  Of  those 
now  living  who  toiled  in  the  past  and  worked  their 
way  up  from  small  beginnings  to  ample  fortunes  by 
their  persevering  industry  and  close  application  we 
now  mention  Hon.  John  B.  Hathaway.  He  was  son 
of  John  and  Amy  (Read)  Hathaway,  and  was  born 
in  Rochester,  Mass.,  June  28,  1809.  His  parents 
moved  to  Assonet  (Freetown)  when  he  was  but  six 
years  old,  and  from  that  time  he  has  been  identified 
with  Bristol  County.  When  he  was  eleven,  his 
mother,  then  a  widow,  indentured  him  to  a  farmer  in 
Berkley  to  serve  five  years.  This  service  accomplished 
he  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  and  worked  two 
years  in  Assonet.  He  was  then  requested  to  remove 
to  Foil  River  by  Gardner  D.  Cook,  of  that  city,  into 
whose  employ  he  went  for  six  months,  receiving  twelve 
dollars  per  month  aud  board.  Thus  iu  a  very  modest 
way  was  his  successful  career  commenced.  . 

In  the  spring  of  1828  he  went  to  work  for  Andrew 
Robeson  at  calico-printing,  where  he  remained  until 
1831,  when  he  had  to  leave  on  account  of  ill  health. 
He  then  hired  a  shoe-shop  of  Nathaniel  B.  Borden, 
located  about  where  Trafton  A  Anthony's  hardware- 
store  now  is  in  Borden  Block.  It  was  about  fifteen 
by  twenty  feet,  formerly  used  as  a  tailor-shop  on  the 
corner.  It  was  moved  throe  times  to  make  room  for 
other  buildings,  the  first  time  for  the  French's  build- 
ing, corner  of  South  Main  and  Pleasant  Streets;  the 
second  to  make  room  for  Edward  Smith  to  put  up  a 
boarding-house,  and  the  third  for  Westgate  &  Craigin 
to  put  up  a  building. 

In  1834  he  went  into  Smith's  building,  and  took 
his  brother,  Joseph  B.  Hathaway,  into  partnership, 
and  added  to  the  boot  and  shoe  business  groceries. 
They  remained  in  company  until  1841,  when  he  was 
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taken  sick,  and  sold  out  to  hi*  brother  Joaeph.  In  ! 
about  a  year  afterwards  he  started  the  wholesale  gro- 
cery business  in  the  basement  of  the  old  hotel  build-  , 
ing,  corner  North  Main  and  Bedford  Streets,  where 
he  waa  burnt  out  in  1843.  Unfortunately  he  waa  not 
insured,  and  lost  every  dollar  he  had  in  his  business. 
He  then  put  up  the  first  building  erected  in  the  place 
after  the  fire.  It  was  on  Bedford  Street,  where  David 
Wilcox  is  now  located,  and  continued  the  same  busi- 
ness until  1854.  when  he  built  on  the  corner  of  Bed- 
ford and  Second  Streets,  where  he  removed  and  con- 
tinued until  he  sold  out  to  Petty,  Lawton  &  Co.  in 
1864. 

He  married  Sept.  11,  1882,  Mrs.  Betsey  F.  Gray, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Amy  (Tripp)  Phillips,  of 
Westport,  where  she  was  born.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. 

In  spite  of  various  disasters  Mr.  Hathaway  was 
prosperous  in  business,  accumulating  u  comfortable 
fortune.  He  was  one  of  the  city's  most  successful 
merchants,  shrewd  as  a  buyer,  expert  as  a  salesman, 
and  with  an  easy  affability  of  manner  which  attracted 
customers.  He  is  now  a  director  in  Mechanics'  Manu- 
facturing Company,  Fall  River.  In  politics  he  is 
Republican.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Lower  House  of 
the  Bute  Legislature  in  1866-67,  and  of  the  Senate 
in  1869-70,  serving  his  constituents  with  accepta- 
bility. 

He  owns  a  pleasant  home  on  the  corner  of  Rock 
and  Cherry  Streets,  also  real  estate  in  various  parts 
of  the  city,  besides  a  farm  near  Westport  Point,  which 
he  has  transformed  from  a  rocky  and  almost  barren 
place  to  a  beautiful  summer  residence.  The  past  ten 
years  he  has  passed  his  winters  in  Florida.  He  keeps 
his  eyes  open,  and  has  a  good  idea  of  what  is  going 
on  around  him.  He  is  a  genial  companion,  fond  of  a 
good  joke,  and  has  a  keen  appreciation  of  humor,  and 
enjoys  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


BENJAMIN  EARL. 

The  wise  man  said,  many  years  ago,  that  "  a  good 
name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great  riches."  One 
of  those  who  has  been  accorded  this  "  good  name" 
— not  by  seeking  for  it,  but  by  the  oft-expressed  judg- 
ment of  hia  fellow-citizens,  based  upon  an  upright 
and  correct  life  through  a  long  series  of  years,  and 
in  many  public  and  private  capacities— is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

Benjamin  Earl  has  been  a  resident  of  Fall  River 
for  nearly  sixty  years,  coming  to  the  then  rapidly 
growing  village  in  1826.  He  was  born  at  Taunton, 
Mass.,  Aug.  7,  1809,  and  was  the  third  child  of  Hil- 
liard  and  Mary  Ware  Earl.  His  ancestors  have 
always  lived  in  this  section  of  the  State  and  Eastern 
Rhode  Island.  Ho  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Ralph 
Earlo,  who  came  to  this  country  from  the  town  of 
Exeter  (probably),  in  England,  between  the  years 
1633  and  1638,  and  settled  at  Portsmouth,  on  the 


'  island  of  Rhode  Island.  We  find  his  name,  with 
'  nineteen  others,  appended  to  a  petition  to  the  king, 
dated  April  30,  1838,  craving  permission  to  form 
themselves  into  a  body  politic  in  that  town.  William 
Earle,  the  son  of  this  Ralph,  was  also  of  prominence 
in  the  town,  and  with  one  other  erected  and  main- 
tained the  windmill  (1668-8A)  on  Windmill  Hill,  so 
called,  and  for  this  valuable  service  to  the  town  he 
was  given  two  tracts  of  land  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity. He  also  was  owner  or  half  a  share  of  the  thirty 
shares  into  which  the  laud  adjoining  the  "  Queque- 
chan"  or  "Fall"  River  (at  Fall  River,  Mass.)  was 
divided,  and  his  farm  covered  what  is  now  one  of  the 
most  populous  and  valuable  districts  of  the  city  of 
Fall  River.  His  well,  which  was  long  distinguished 
ns  a  most  excellent  one,  ami  was  freely  resorted  to  by 
the  people  of  fifty  years  ago,  was  uncovered  recently 
when  putting  in  the  curbing  in  front  of  the  easterly 
buttress  of  the  new  post-office  building. 

The  descendants  of  these  two  men  lived  at  Dart- 
mouth and  iu  New  Bedford,  Mass.  From  thence 
Hilliard  Earl,  the  lather  of  Benjamin,  went  to  Taun- 
ton, and,  having  married,  established  himself  in  busi- 
ness, and  formed  his  circle  of  acquaintances  among  the 
first  families  of  that  ancient  town.  But  that  fell  de- 
stroyer of  New  England  life,  consumption,  soon 
seized  hitn  for  its  victim,  and  he  died  at  the  early  age 
of  thirty-seven  years,  leaving  a  widow  and  six  young 
children,  the  eldest  but  ten  years  of  age.  He  had 
employed  all  his  capital  iu  carrying  on  his  business, 
and  in  the  settlement  of  his  affairs  but  little  remained 
for  the  family.  The  mother,  nevertheless,  courage- 
ously pressed  on,  and  with  prudence  and  economy 
successfully  reared  her  young  family,  trained  them  iu 
good  habits,  and  gave  them  a  fair  common-school 
education. 

Benjamin,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  years, 
made  his  first  venture  in  life  by  shipping  as  cabin- 
boy  on  one  of  the  numerous  fleet  of  coasting-vessels 
hailing  from  Taunton.  Like  many  a  boy  of  our  day 
he  found  life  upon  the  sea  abounding  in  stern  real- 
ities, and  a  severe  storm  and  gale  off  the  coast  of  Cape 
Cod  thoroughly  weaned  the  young  lad  from  the  desire 
for  a  seafaring  life.  Returning  to  Taunton  he  became 
an  apprentice  to  a  wool-curder  and  cloth-dresser,  one 
whose  treatment  of  the  orphan  boy  was  such  as  caused 
him  ever  to  be  held  in  highest  esteem  and  remem- 
brance. He  continued  in  the  business  but  a  few 
years,  when  in  May,  1826,  he  came  to  Full  River  and 
found  employment  in  Bennett's  wool-carding  mill, 
then  located  on  Central  Street,  where  now  stands  Uie 
massive  and  lofty  North  Mill  of  the  Pocasaet  Manu- 
|  facturing  Company. 

In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  (1826)  he  entered  the 
printing-office  of  the  Fall  River  Monitor  as  un  appren- 
tice, and  becamo  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
business  in  all  its  detail  us  then  conducted.  His  suc- 
cess was  such  that  iu  the  course  of  a  few  years,  with 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  friends,  be  was  enabled 
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to  purchase  the  entire  establishment,  both  paper  nnd 
office-material,  and  on  July  1,  1830,  not  yet  having 
quite  attained  his  majority,  lie  sent  forth  his  first 
issue  a*  proprietor.  Ho  continued  the  business  of 
printing  and  publishing  until  March,  1888,  when  he 
■old  out  in  order  to  devote  his  time  and  energies  to 
the  cognate  branches  of  the  book  and  stationery  trade, 
into  which  he  had  entered  a  year  or  two  before.  The 
period  covered  by  his  publication  of  the  Monitor  was 
an  exciting  one  in  the  affair*  both  of  the  town  and  the 
nation.  The  late  James  Ford,  Esq.,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  highly-esteemed  members  of  the  bar  of  this 
city,  was  editor,  and  it*  columns  were  often  filled  with 
spice  which  possibly,  on  occasions,  was  of  a  some- 
what |iersonal  character.  It  was  the  period  of  the 
great  Morgan  excitement  on  Masonry  and  anti-Ma- 
sonry, the  paper  assuming  the  Masonic  side  of  the 
controversy,  and  its  publisher,  though  never  a  mem- 
ber of  any  secret  organization,  became  well  known  in 
this  section  by  the  sobriquet  of  "  Jack  Mason."  It 
was  at  this  time  that  politics  ran  high  and  the  famous 
contest  occurred  in  this  Congressional  district  between 
Hodges  and  lluggles,  which  required  no  less  than  teven 
elections  before  the  question  was  settled  in  favor  of 
the  former.  This  time  also  covered  the  Presidential 
term  of  General  Jackson  with  it*  days  of  "nullifica- 
tion" excitement. 

In  the  spring  of  1830,  Mr.  Earl  purchased  the  book- 
and  stationery-store  of  Mr.  8.  L.  Thaxter,  and  was 
the  principal  dealer  in  that  department  for  many 
years.  In  the  early  years  of  this  business,  and  also 
in  the  last  two  years  of  the  publication  of  the  Monitor, 
he  had  associated  with  him  as  partner  Mr.  J.  8.  Ham- 
mond, who  at  a  later  period  became  ono  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  I*rovidencc  ,/owrno/. 

In  the  memorable  great  fire  of  1843,  which  swept 
through  the  village  with  such  destruction  of  property 
as  to  render  many  homeless  and  penniless,  Mr.  Earl 
lost  his  entiro  stock  in  trade,  and  but  barely  escaped 
with  his  life.  He  had  packed  his  goods  into  cases, 
with  the  vain  hope  of  their  removal,  anil  realizing 
that  with  their  destruction  went  the  savings  of  many 
long  nnd  laborious  years,  he  lingered  so  long,  while 
the  fire  traveled  so  rapidly,  that  almost  before  he  was 
aware  of  it  the  buildings  were  in  flames  upon  both 
sides  of  the  street.  He  ran  the  fiery  gauntlet,  escaping 
with  the  smell  of  fire  upon  his  garments.  His  stock 
of  goods  was  entirely  destroyed,  and  his  insurance 
also  came  to  naught  by  the  failure  of  the  insurance 
company,  which  could  not  meet  so  large  a  loss  at  one 
time  as  that  caused  by  the  great  fire  of  Fall  River. 
Hut  a  good  credit  secured  from  his  jobbers  the  volun- 
tary offer  of  a  new  stock  of  goods  as  soon  as  he  could 
find  a  roof  to  cover  them,  and  after  a  temporary  rest- 
ing-place on  Pleasant  Street,  where  the  Borden  Block 
now  stands,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  select  and  oc- 
cupy a  store  in  the  Granite  Block  (erected  in  1844), 
where  he  has  continued  business  to  the  present  time 
In  1870  he  admitted  his  son,  Henry  II.  Earl,  into 


partnership,  and  with  the  growth  of  the  city  the 
business  was  considerably  enlarged  and  successfully 
prosecuted. 

While  Mr.  Earl  was  neither  a  politician  nor  a  par- 
tisan in  the  objectionable  sense  of  those  terms,  he  has 
always  taken  n  deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  and 
has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-c!li*cns  in  elections 
and  appointments  to  numerous  official  positions,  cov- 
ering a  period  of  more  than  forty  years. 

He  was  town  clerk  from  1836  to  1846;  treasurer 
and  collector  from  1843  to  1846;  representative  to 
the  General  Court  in  1847;  selectman  from  1847  to 
1850;  deputy  collector  of  customs  for  the  district  of 
Fall  River  from  1849  to  1853 ;  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  drafting  a  city  charter,  which  was  granted 
by  the  Legislature  and  accepted  by  the  town  in  the 
spring  of  1854 ;  a  member  of  the  Common  Council 
and  president  of  the  same  in  1858;  an  alderman  in 
1859 ;  city  auditor  and  collector  from  1862  to  1867 ; 
and  a  member  of  the  school  committee  from  1867  to 
1870.  In  1848  he  received  a  commission  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  which  he  has  held  by  renewals  to  the 
present  time.  In  1858,  at  the  request*  of  the  banks, 
he  was  appointed  a  notary  public,  and  for  many 
years  was  the  principal  notary  for  the  financial  in- 
stitutions of  the  city,  holding  his  commiasions  by  re- 
newals from  that  date  to  the  present.  In  1874  he 
was  commissioned  by  the  Governor  (a  life  appoint- 
ment) "  to  qualify  and  administer  the  oaths  of  office 
to  civil  officers,"  and  for  the  past  six  or  eight  years 
(until  failing  health  prevented)  has  annually  in* 
ducted  into  office  the  successive  city  governments  of 
the  city  of  Fall  River.  So  that  for  forty-five  years 
he  has  been  almost  constantly  in  one  or  more  official 
positions,  performing  the  duties  of  these  diversified 
trusts  with  perfect  fidelity  and  rare  ability,  and  prov- 
ing the  wisdom  and  insight  of  those  who  selected  him 
for  these  varied  responsibilities. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Fall  River  Sav- 
ings-Bank  corporation  in  1841 ;  the  next  year  he  was 
chosen  one  of  the  trustees,  and  in  1852  was  placed  on 
its  board  of  investment,  where  he  was  continued  by 
annual  elections  until  1882,  when  failing  sight  and 
hearing  caused  hint  to  decline  further  service  in  that 
position.  He  also  served  as  secretary  of  the  board 
from  1862  to  1880,  when,  by  a  change  in  the  by-laws, 
the  treasurer  of 'the  bank  was  made  tx  officio  secre- 
tary. His  interest  in  the  successful  management  of 
this  institution,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  State,  was 
very  great,  and  during  the  trying  times  which  came 
upon  the  city  from  1877  to  1880,  the  critical  periods 
in  its  history,  excited  his  liveliest  apprehensions,  and 
rested  like  a  great  burden  upon  his  mind  day  and 
night  None  rejoiced  more  than  he  when  the  days 
of  peril  were  passed  and  the  customary  course  of 
financial  transactions  resumed  their  sway. 

His  legislative  service  was  under  Governor  George 
N.  Brigga,  with  Hon.  Nat  haniel  B.  Borden  for  senator, 
and  Cashing,  Hnyden,  of  the  "Atlas."  Banks,  Bout- 
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well,  Schouler.'Bird,  and  other*,  a*  colleague*  in  the 
house.  Ilia  aldermanio  year  under  Mayor  (now 
Judge)  Josiah  C.  Blaisdell  was  distinguished  as  one 
in  which  the  government  kept  within  its  appropria- 
tions for  municipal  purposes,  a  wive  and  conservative 
course  of  action,  worthy  to  be  followed  by  its  successor*. 
His  faithful  discharge  of  duty  in  his  office  of  collector 
of  taxes  for  the  city  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  while, 
for  the  six  years  previous  to  hi*  term,  the  uncollected 
Uxea  averaged  some  three  aud  a  hulf  per  cent.,  the 
average  for  his  six  years  was  reduced  to  one  and 
three-fifths  per  cent.,  and  this  notwithstanding  the 
tax-levy  was  increased  $167,000,  viz.:  from  $102,04)0 
in  1861  to  $269,000  in  1867.  Moreover,  this  period 
covered  that  of  the  civil  war,  with  all  its  vicissi- 
tudes and  the  many  and  rapid  changes  in  the  popu- 
lation of  a  working  community. 

In  1836,  Mr.  Earl  was  brought  under  more  direct 
religious  influences,  and  having  made  a  public  con- 
fession of  his  faith,  united  with  the  First  (orthodox) 
Congregational  Church  of  Fall  River,  then  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Orin  Fowler.  Upon  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Central  Congregational  Church  iu  Novem- 
ber, 1842,  he  became  one  of  its  original  member*,  and 
in  1844  was  elected  its  first  deacon,  an  office  which  he 
has  held  to  the  present  time.  His  fidelity  in  this  posi- 
tion is  again  conspicuously  illustrated  by  the  statement 
that  for  thirty-three  consecutive  year*  he  served  a* 
office-bearer  in  the  celebration  of  every  communion 
service,  save  one,  when  he  was  confined  to  his  house 
by  sickness.  By  reason  of  his  prominence  as  au  officer 
of  the  church,  his  tender  sen*ibi)ities  and  kind  and 
considerate  actiou,  he  was  repeatedly  called  upon  by 
neighbors  and  friend*  and  fellow-towusmeu  to  super- 
intend the  last  sad  rite*  to  the  dead ;  and  this 


continued  to  a  comparatively  recent  period,  when, 
with  the  growth  of  the  place  and  the  constant  re- 
quirements of  such  service,  others  made  it  a  special 
branch  of  business,  and  assumed  that  which  before- 
time  was  demanded  of  neighborly  kindness  and  re- 
spect. To  within  a  few  years  he  has  also  been  called 
upon  oftener,  perhaps,  than  almost  any  other  person 
to  assist  as  bearer  on  such  occasions.  The  experience 
gained  in  this  service,  prompted  him  many  years  ngo 
to  secure  the  construction  of  a  tomb  by  the  town  upon 
the  public  burial-grouuds — the  first  in  the  place — for 
use  iu  stormy  and  wintry  weather,  and  at  such  other 
times  as  occasion  might  require.  Mr.  Earl  has  filled 
various  other  offices  in  the  church  and  society,  as 
treasurer,  member  of  the  standing  committee,  super- 
intendent of  the  Ssbbath-school,  etc. 

He  took  an  active  part  also  in  the  various  local 
associations  instituted  in  past  year*  for  the  moral  and 
social  welfare  of  the  community.  An  ardent  lover  of 
music,  he  identified  himself  with  most  of  the  musi- 
cal organizations  formed  during  the  first  twenty-five 
years  of  his  residence  in  Fall  River.  A*  a  member 
of  church  choirs  he  played  upon  several  instruments 
—the  flute,  clarionet,  violin,  and  double-bass  viol- 


previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  modern  organ ; 
and  when  that  came  into  use,  continued  his  interest 
and  services  vocally, — a  period  of  some  thirty  years 
from  first  to  last.  He  was  leader  of  a  band  of  field 
music  early  in  life,  and  besides  seeing  service  in  the 
military  brigades  of  this  section  of  the  Bute,  as- 
sisted in  tho  reception  to  General  and  President 
Jackson  on  his  visit  to  Massachusetts  in  1833, — au 
event  of  great  moment  and  distinguished  honor  iu 
those  times. 

Thus  the  measure  of  his  days  has  been  filled  out 
in  usefulness  to  others  as  well  as  in  the  care  of  him- 
self and  his  ;  and  whether  in  public  or  iu  private  life, 
in  the  community  as  a  citizen  or  as  an  officer  in 
church,  town,  or  State,  at  home  or  abroad,  in  the 
house  or  by  the  way,  he  has  been  faithful  to  the  trusts 
committed  to  him  ;  has  shown  marked  ability  in  the 
execution  of  his  numerous  and  diversified  duties,  and 
has  merited,  as  ho  has  received,  from  a  grateful  com- 
munity the  "good  name"  which  "is  rather  to  be 
chosen  than  great  riches." 

Mr.  Earl  was  married  in  Fall  Kiver,  in  1830.  to 
Miss  Nancy  tiimmons,  eldest  daughter  of  Capt. 
Nathan  B.  Simmons,  then  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.  They 
have  had  a  family  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  and  four  of  whom  are  still  living,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  In  November,  1880,  it  com- 
ing to  (he  knowledge  of  their  church  iinaociutes  that 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  uf  their  wedding  would  occur 
early  in  the  month  of  December  of  that  year,  ar- 
rangement* were  quietly  made,  and  much  to  the  sur- 
prise of  the  venerable  couple,  they  were  invited  to 
celebrate  their  golden  wedding  in  the  parlors  of  the 
New  Central  Church,  on  the  evening  of  December 
2d.  A  large  gathering  of  old  acquaintances,  inter- 
spersed with  many  of  a  youuger  generation,  graced 
the  happy  gathering.  Their  pastor,  the  Rev.  M. 
liurnham,  made  a  congratulatory  address,  and  placed 
in  their  hands  an  elegunt  solid  silver  vase,  suitably 
inscribed  as  a  memorial  of  the  occasion. 

A  lady  friend  voiced  some  of  their  earlier  life  ex- 
periences in  poetical  form,  while  the  young  men  of 
the  congregation  brought  forward  a  stall"  of  life  in 
the  shape  of  a  substantial  gold-headed  cane  of  black 
ebony.  Mr.  Earl  made  a  characteristically  modest 
and  huppy  response  iu  receiving  these  good  wishes 
aud  eleguut  and  costly  tokens  of  esteem,  and  ac- 
knowledged with  heart-felt  gratitude  the  leadings  of 
Divine  Providence  in  all  these  long  years  of  resi- 
dence and  service  in  the  home  of  his  adoption,  to- 
gether with  the  measure  of  temporal  prosperity 
which  had  attended  them. 

Two  ycurs  later,  in  July,  1882,  he  was  seized  with 
a  severe  and  what  appeared  at  first  to  be  a  fatal  ill- 
ness. For  some  months  previous  his  eyesight  had 
been  fulling,  and  now  the  disease  culminated  in  a 
partiul  paralysis  of  the  optic  nerve,  together  with  a 
general  weakness  of  body,  which  seemed  to  indicate 
a  breaking  down  of  the  hitherto  vigorous  and  healthy 
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constitution.  Hut  though  prostrate  at  length  upon  a 
bed  of  sickness,  from  which  lie  has  never  risen,  and 
for  the  past  few  months  shut  out  from  the  blessed 
sunlight  by  the  total  loss  of  virion,  he  has,  neverthe- 
less, retnined  his  courageous  spirit  and  happy,  hopeful 
disposition.  Clear  in  mind,  while  weak  in  body,  he 
has  found  his  faith  sustained  and  strengthened  in  the 
promises  of  Him  whose  coming  he  await*  with  the 
calmness  of  a  Christian's  hope  and  trust,  and  whether 
the  time  be  long  or  short  he  has  the  assurance  within 
of  receiving  his  Master's  salutation,  "  Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord." 


JKFFBItSON  BOUDEN. 

Jefferson  Harden,  the  oldest  living  person  of  the 
residents  of  Fall  Kiver  who  have  been  identified  with 
the  inception,  growth,  and  the  present  established 
supremacy  of  its  distinctive  industry,  was  born  on 
the  28th  of  February,  1801,  in  the  then  village  of 
Freetown.  He  was  the  twelfth  of  thirteen  children 
of  Thomas  Rorden,  in  the  fourth  generation  from 
John  Rorden,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Fall 
River.  His  father's  farm  was  situated  in  the  east 
part  of  the  village,  comprising  a  tract  upon  which 
have  since  been  erected  the  Richard  Rorden,  Chace, 
ami  other  mills.  Jefferson  worked  on  the  farm, going 
to  school  regularly  as  the  local  season  commenced,  until 
September,  1816,  when,  in  his  sixteenth  year,  he  left 
home  for  the  first  time,  and  obtained  a  position  as  clerk 
in  the  provision-store  of  William  Valentine,  in  Provi- 
dence. In  181!)  he  returned  to  Fall  Kiver,  thoroughly 
educated  in  the  routine  details  of  a  business  of  trade 
ami  barter,  but  already  entertaining  the  ambitious 
vision  of  a  commercial  enreer  that  would  recog-  I 
nire  no  limits  of  its  operations.  His  brother  Richard, 
six  years  his  senior,  was  running  the  craft  "  Irene  and 
Rctscy"  in  trading  trips,  in  connection  with  his  grist- 
mill, located  on  the  lower  stream.  For  the  ensuing 
.  year  Jefferson,  when  not  absolutely  needed  on  the 
farm,  joined  Richard  in  the  sloop  expeditious  to 
t  Imminent  and  Prudence.  In  1820  the  two  brothers 
hough t  out  the  small  store  of  Holder  llorden,  and 
Jefferson  was  put  in  to  conduct  tho  business.  In 
1821,  Upon  the  organization  of  the  iron-works  enter- 
prise, he  was  chosen  clerk  of  the  establishment.  He 
retained  this  position  till  September  of  the  following 
year,  when  the  company  opened  a  warehouse  and 
salesroom  in  Providence,  and  the  business  experience 
rind  proclivities  he  had  already  demonstrated  pointed 
him  out  as  the  most  eligible  representative  of  the  grow- 
ing industry.  Mr.  Rorden  was  a  few  months  over  his 
majority  when  he  undertook  the  office  of  agent  of  the 
company  at  Providence,  but  the  shrewd,  sagacious 
promoters  of  the  iron-works  knew  they  had  chosen 
the  right  man  for  the  place.  The  event  amply  proved 
the  correctness  of  their  judgment,  the  agent's  wise, 
systematic  control  really  directing  the  home  produc- 


tion of  the  company,  while  his  keen  perception  and 
clever  manipulation  of  the  market  constantly  ex- 
tended the  field  of  its  operation!  throughout  the 

Union. 

For  fifteen  years  Jefferson  Rorden  remained  at  his 
place  in  Providence.  In  1837  the  ill  health  of  his 
cousin  Holder  made  a  vacancy  in  the  management 
of  the  American  Print- Works,  and  he  was  recalled  to 
Fall  River. 

While  in  Providence,  Mr.  Rorden  had  a  high  posi- 
tion as  a  business  man,  and  was  associated  with  the 
men  who  were  then  the  leaders  in  business  affairs. 
He  is  at  present  probably  the  lost  survivor  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  old  United  States  Rranch 
Rank,  and  after  that  was  abolished  by  Gen.  Jackson, 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Rlack- 
stone  Canal  Rank  until  he  removed  to  Fall  River. 

For  thirty-nine  years  Mr.  Rorden  was  the  executive 
officer  and  managing  agent  of,  the  print-works,  re- 
tiring from  active  control  only  during  the  spring  of 
the  present  year.  He  assumed  the  position  at  a 
period  which  will  not  be  forgotten  in  financial  annals 
as  the  extreme  test  of  industrial  and  commercial  en- 
durance. No  panic  has  been  more  severe  and  no  de- 
pression of  business  more  general  than  that  of  1837, 
and  its  distressing  stringency  upon  all  elements  of 
recuperative  life  was  greater  than  it  could  ever  again 
be,  in  the  degree  that  all  industry  and  enterprise  was 
comparatively  immature,  the  country  itself  lacking 
the  great  elasticity  it  now  possesses  in  the  wonderful 
development  of  its  natural  and  productive  resources. 
To  undertake  tho  work  of  carrying  a  great  establish- 
ment successfully  through  such  a  period  of  embarrass- 
ment on  every  hand  was  a  terrible  trial  of  a  business 
mnu's  best  powers,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  safe  to  say 
that  when  an  all-wise  Providence  removed  Holder 
Rorden,  tho  projector  and  worker,  from  the  control 
and  direction  of  the  enterprise,  the  only  person  thor- 
oughly fitted  for  tho  exigency  by  experience  and 
managing  power,  and  probably  superior  to  Holder  in 
his  approved  financial  ability  and  estimation  among 
capitalists,  was  wisely  and  fortunately  chosen. 

His  well-known  reputation  for  business  capacity  in 
Providence  was  of  great  assistance  in  overcoming  the 
difficulties  at  this  most  trying  period,  When  not  only 
was  there  great  stricture  in  the  money  market,  but 
several  of  the  accredited  agents  of  the  company  failed. 

During  the  panic  of  1867  also  Mr.  Rorden 'a  finan- 
cial ability  was  severely  tested,  and  at  that  time  also 
some  of  the  agents  failed.  Then,  however,  Mr.  Ror- 
den was  for  weeks  confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness 
when  the  difficulties  were  greatest,  but  be  still  con- 
ducted his  correspondence,  dictating  to  a  confidential 
1  clerk  tho  replies  to  his  letters,  and  directing  all  his 
|  business  affairs. 

Upon  the  destruction  of  the  American  Print- Works 
l  by  fire  in  1867,  Mr.  Rorden's  extraordinary  capacity 
for  recuperation  and  support  through  a  most  trying 
period  was  again  in  forced  requisition.    The  rapid 
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restoration  of  the  establishment  in  nil  its  operative 
powers  was  truly  remarkable:  The  eyes  of  all  were 
able  to  observe  with  startled  wouder  the  immediate 
re-erection  of  the  great  structure,  the  spacious  rec- 
tangle of  solid  granite  going  up  almost  like  the  Khan's 
palace  in  Coleridge's  phantasy,  and  the  huge  engine* 
and  machines  reassuming  their  old  places  with  n  con- 
current promptness;  yet  few  appreciated  or  even 
guessed  that  greater  difficulties  than  these  mere  mate- 
rial matters,  difficulties  calling  for  rare  credit  and  un- 
questioned responsibility,  had  been  met  and  overcome. 

Since  his  return  to  Fall  River,  Jefferson  Borden 
has  been  largely  concerned  in  the  various  enterprises 
that  have  marked  the  progress  of  the  city.  A  partner 
of  the  deceased  Col.  Richard  in  the  important  special 
undertakings  of  his  later  years,  he  was  with  him  in- 
terested in  the  old  Bay  State  Steamboat  Company  (of 
which  he  at  one  time  owned  three-fifths  of  the  stock), 
the  Fall  River  Railroad  Company,  the  Borden  Mining 
Company,  and  other  extensive  operations. 

Another  great  trust  which  should  be  noted  in  con- 
nection with  Mr.  Jefferson  Borden's  business  career 
is  the  management  of  the  Valentine  estate  as  trustee 
since  1839,  at  first  in  connection  with  Maj.  Bradford 
Durfee,  and  later  with  Mr.  Philip  D.  Borden.  An 
eminent  probate  judge  has  said  that  there  is  scarcely 
another  such  cose  on  record  of  aii  estate  which  at  its 
first  appraised  valuation  was  less  than  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  from  which  there  has  already 
been  divided  more  than  ten  times  that  amount  among 
the  different  heirs  as  they  became  of  legal  age,  besides 
providing  for  their  support  in  the  mean  time. 

Mr.  Borden's  retirement  from  immediate  connection 
with  active  business  has  not  severed  his  close  relation 
to  the  earnest  life  and  progress  of  his  native  city.  He 
is  still  president  of  tho  Fall  River  Iron-Works  Com- 
pany, the  Fall  River  Bleachery,  the  American  Linen 
Company,  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Company, 
director  in  Borden  Mining  Company,  the  Annawau 
Manufacturing  Company,  the  Fall  River  Machine 
Company,  Fall  River  and  Providence  Steamboat 
Company,  the  Metacomet  Manufacturing  Company, 
Fall  River  Iron-Works,  and  Fall  River  Cos  Com- 
pany. He  has  also  been  for  many  years  a  trustee 
of  Brown  University,  and  until  the  weight  of  years 
made  it  impossible  to  attend  to  the  business  was  an 
active  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  that 
body,  and  officially  concerned  in  other  business  or- 
ganisations. His  long  life,  full  from  the  start  of 
honest  purpose,  intense  application,  and  constantly 
hopeful  energy,  claims  for  him  at  last  exemption  from 
the  cares  of  business  routine,  and  Providi-uce  has 
yielded  to  its  declining  years  the  blessings  such  careers 
worthily  demand, — competence,  the  serene  joy  of  a 
beautiful  home,  and  the  affectionate  esteem  of  the 
community. 


IIH.  NATHAN  MJRFBK. 

Dr.  Nathan  Durfee  was  born  in  Fall  River,  then 
Freetown,  in  1709.  He  was  a  graduate  (with  his 
brother  Thomas  K.)  of  Brown  University  in  1824, 
they  being  the  first  college  graduates  from  this  town. 
He  studied  medicine,  and  received  the  degree  of 
M.D.  at  Harvard  University,  but  the  practice  of  the 
profession  was  not  suited  to  his  tastes,  and  he  con- 
tinued in  it  but  a  brief  period  of  time.  Hu  opened 
a  drug  store  on  what  is  now  Central  Street,  a  little 
distance  west  of  Main,  erecting  for  this  purpose  the 
first  brick  building  in  tho  township.  It  was  very 
small,  but  was  then  remarkable  for  its  neatness  and 
beauty,  and  its  aduptcdness  to  the  use  for  which  it  was 
constructed.  This  he  occupied  until  the  erection  of 
his  brick  dwelling-house  on  the  corner  of  Bank  and 
North  Main  Streets,  where  the  Narragansett  Hotel 
now  stands.  The  first  story  of  this  house  he  occu- 
pied for  his  store  until  he  gave  up  the  business,  after 
a  brief  experience  iu  it. 

He  soon  discovered  an  interest  in  tho  growing  in- 
dustries of  the  place,  and  though  not  entering  directly 
upon  the  management  of  auy  oue  busiuess,  wus  asso- 
ciated with  others  In  the  general  direction  of  many 
new  enterprises  coincident  with  the  progress  of  Fall 
River.  In  this  way  he  became  a  director  in  the  Fall 
River  Iron-Works,  American  Print-Works,  the  old 
Fall  River  Railroad,  and  the  Cape  Cod  Railroad; 
was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Bay  State  Steam- 
boat Line ;  was  largely  interested  in  several  of  the 
banks,  and  in  later  years  entered  heartily  into  the 
new  manufacturing  projects  of  the  city,  und  at  his 
death  was  director  in  at  least  seven  of  the  corporations 
and  president  of  three.  In  earlier  times,  as  a  mer- 
cantile venture,  he  embarked  in  the  whaling  business, 
fitting  out,  in  company  with  other  persons  at  this 
port,  several  vessels  for  the  whale  fishery,  and  estab- 
lishing oil-works.  The  venture  did  not  prove  very 
successful,  however,  and  was  finally  abandoned.  A 
more  successful  enterprise  was  a  Hour-mill,  which  did 
an  extensive  business  for  many  yeurs.  He  was  prin- 
cipal owner  of  the  Mussasoit  Steam  Mill,  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  print  cloths,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1876. 

Besides  filling  various  municipal  offices,  Dr.  Dur- 
fee was  a  representative  to  the  General  Court  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  was  always  one  of  the  most  public- 
spirited  of  citiiens.  After  the  "great  fire"  he 
erected  the  Mount  Hope  Block  for  a  public-house, 
not  as  a  profitable  investment,  but  to  give  character 
and  respectability  to  the  then  growing  town. 

Dr.  Durfee  was  a  large  laud  proprietor,  owning 
neorly  one  thousand  acres,  a  portion  of  it  valuable 
for  real  estate  purposes,  in  and  about  the  city. 

Besides  being  for  some  years  the  president  of  tho 
Bristol  County  Agricultural  Society,  he  was  the  orig- 
inator and  president  for  t\  long  period  of  the  Bristol 
County  Central  Society,  and  contributed  liberally 
both  of  money  and  seal  to  its  advancement.    He  was 
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a  trustee  of  the  State  Agricultural  College,  nnd  its 
treasurer  until  declining  health  necessitated  his  resig- 
nation. Kind-hearted  nnd  grnial  in  hifl  dittpoeiitirm, 
he  wn»  ever  ready  to  help  And  encourage  the-  unfor- 
tunnte  And  despondent,  the  frequent  losses  sustained 
by  him  in  his  readiness  to  aid  those  seeking  his  as- 
sistance never  chilling  his  sympathy  or  preventing  his 
efficient  action  when  again  sought  by  any  who  needed 
a  helping  hand.  Mr  was  a  strong  advocate  of  the 
cause  of  temperance,  and  during  the  active  period  of 
his  life  was  a  puhlic  nnd  efficient  worker  in  it. 

The  moral  nnd  spiritual  welfare  of  his  native  town 
nnd  city  wns  ever  prominent  in  the  mind  of  Dr.  Dur- 
fec,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  projectors  of  the 
Sunday-school  work,  and  instrumental  in  establishing 
several  suburban  mission  schools.  He  was  closely 
identified  with  the  Central  CongregAtional  Church, 
being  an  original  member  nnd  contributor  of  one- 
ipiarter  of  the  lot  upon  which  the  society's  first  house 
of  worship  was  erected.  Always  one  of  its  most  ac- 
tive nnd  efficient  members,  he  took  an  especially  deep 
interest  in  its  development,  and,  with  the  late  Col. 
Richnrd  Borden,  furnished  a  large  portion  of  the 
funds  used  in  the  construction  of  the  new  and  elegant 
edifice  erected  in  1875,  and  considered  one  of  the  most 
perfect,  ecclesiastical  structures  in  the  country. 

He  died  April  6,  1876. 


WILLIAM  0.  DA  VOL. 
William  C.  Dnvol  was  born  Jan.  6,  1800,  In  Fall 
River,  and  while  yet  a  lad  entered  the  Troy  Mill,  then 
just  commencing  operations.  He  was  made  overseer 
of  the  spinning  in  1819,  and  superintendent  in  1827, 
a  position  which  he  occupied  until  1841,  when  he  be- 
en me  partner  in  the  firm  of  1 1  awes,  Marvel  ft  Davol, 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  machinery. 
He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Holder  Ilorden  and 
Mftj.  Durfee,  and  when  the  latter  went  to  Kurope,  in 
18.18,  to  investigate  the  improvements  in  cotton  and 
iron  machinery,  accompanied  him.  By  letters  of  in- 
troduction, a  little  Yankee  ingenuity  and  persistence, 
he  effected  nn  arrangement  with  the  owners  of  the 
Sharp  tt  Roberts  self-acting  mule,  to  secure  patents 
for  their  manufacture  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  and  other  kinds  of  machinery 
from  the  most  approved  patterns  was  entered  upon  at 
once  by  the  new  firm  of  Hawcs,  Marvel  &  Davol. 
Mr.  Davol  soon  projected  improvements  to  beautify 
and  perfect  the  operation  nnd  durability  of  theself- 
ncting  mule,  and  from  these  patterns  built  one  hun- 
dred nnd  eighty  thousand  spindles.  In  1847  a  new 
set  of  patterns  were  made,  which  superseded  the  old, 
and  from  which  one  hundred  thousand  spindles  were 
soon  constructed.  In  1852  nnd  in  1854  other  new 
mules  were  perfected  with  a  combination  of  improved 
principles  for  spinning  fine  yarn.  At  the  same  time 
Mr.  Davol's  inventive  genius  was  at  work  upon  other 
parts  of  cotton  machinery,  resulting  in  patent  carders, 


speeders,  and  drawing- frames,  by  which  the  produc- 
tive power  was  quadrupled.  The  advantage  to  any 
manufacturing  community  to  have  among  its  number 
one  such  man  cannot  well  be  estimated,  and  the  high 
opinion  of  Mr.  Davol's  practical  worth  may  be  gath- 
ered from  the  opinion  of  a  well-known  cotton  manu- 
facturer, as  expressed  in  the  statement  that "  William 
C.  Davol  was  worth  more  to  Fall  River,  for  the  twenty 
years  succeeding  the  building  of  the  Metacomet  Mill, 
than  all  others  put  together  because  of  his  improve- 
ments in  cotton  machinery."  This  is  high  praise, 
hut  is  in  some  respects  justified  by  the  statement  of 
another  noted  manufacturer,  who  said,  "  There's  more 
in  the  man  than  in  the  mill." 

The  Davol  Mills,  for  the  manufacture  of  sheetings, 
shirtings,  silesias,  etc.,  were  named  after  Mr.  Davol, 
who  was  elected  and  still  holds  the  position  of  presi- 
dent of  the  corporation. 


HON.  WILLIAM  8TBDMAN  GRKKNK. 
Hon.  William  Stedman  Greene,  ex-mayor  of  Fall 
River,  was  born  in  Tremont,  Tazewell  Co.,  111.,  April 
28, 1841,  and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  in  July,  1844.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  city,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1850  was 
employed  in  a  fancy  goods  and  millinery  store,  but 
only  continued  in  that  occupation  six  months.  In 
March,  1858,  he  entered  tho  employ  of  John  P.  Slade 
in  the  insurance  business,  and  remained  with  him 
until  May,  1865. 

He  was  married  to  Mary  E.  White,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  in  March,  1865,  and  they  have  three  children, 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  In  1865  and  1866  was 
engaged  in  life  insurance  business  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  BufTalo,  N.  Y.,  and  New  York  City. 

In  June,  1866,  returned  to  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and 
formed  a  copartnership  with  his  father,  transacting 
business  as  auctioneers,  real-estate,  stock,  and  insur- 
ance brokers  under  the  name  and  firm  of  Orccne  & 
Son,  of  which  firm  he  still  remains  an  active  member. 

In  the  fall  of  1875,  Mr.  Greene  wns  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  five,  and  served 
in  that  body  during  the  years  1876,  '77,  '78,  '79,  and 
for  the  last  three  years  named  served  as  president. 

He  has  always  been  an  active  Republican,  and  in 
1876  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  Republican  City 


Committee.  An  active  campaign  was  entered  upon 
and  a  canvass  of  voters  made  and  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  result  made,  predicting  a  Republican  ma- 
jority of  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  The  re- 
sult being  that  President  Hayes  had  a  majority  of 
861,  and  the  Republicans  carried  five  of  the  six 
wards,  and  gave  their  senatorial  candidate  over  one 
thousand  majority,  and  elected  their  entire  i 
tative  ticket.  In  November,  1879,  Mr.  Greene 
nominated  by  acclamation  as  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  mayor,  and  was  elected  the  following  Decem- 
ber by  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  majority.   In  the 
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8tat«  election  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  1879, 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor  carried  the 
city  by  twelve  hundred  and  fifty-nine  majority.  In 
the  face  of  this  result  the  outlook  for  the  election  of 
to  outspoken  a  Republican  as  Mr.  Qreene  only  one 
month  later  did  not  seem  promising,  but  his  friends 
worked  actively  and  with  determination,  with  the 
successful  result  before  stated. 

His  administration  of  the  office  was  marked  with 
firmness  and  economy.  He  vetoed  two  appropriations 
for  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  and  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  respectively,  for  the  cele- 
bration of  Fourth  of  July,  both  of  which  were  sus- 
tained. He  also  vetoed  an  appropriation  of  seven 
thousand  dollars  for  a  city  stable,  but  this  veto  wus 
not  sustained.  During  the  year  an  ordinance  was 
prepared  under  his  directiou  creating  the  office  of 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  and  inspector  of 
buildings,  establishing  a  fire  district  and  rcguluting 
the  construction  of  buildings  throughout  the  city ; 
also  an  ordinance  creating  the  office  of  city  engiueer 
and  defining  his  duties. 

In  May,  1880,  he  was  chosen  an  alternate  delegate  | 
from  the  First  Congressional  District  to  the  Republi- 
can National  Convention,  holden  in  Chicago  in  June, 
1880,  and  was  present  and  participated  in  the  delib- 
erations of  the  convention,  which  resulted  in  the 
nomination  of  Hon.  James  A.  Garfield  for  the  Presi- 
dency. In  November,  1880,  was  unanimously  re- 
nominated by  acclamation  by  the  Republicans  as 
candidate  for  mayor,  and  was  elected  the  following 
December  by  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight  ma- 
jority. He  entered  upon  his  second  term  in  Jan- 
uary, 1881,  and  in  March,  1881,  was  appointed  post- 
master by  President  Garfield,  and  on  the  28lh  day  of 
March,  1881,  resigned  the  office  of  mayor,  and  as- 
sumed the  position  of  postmaster,  April  15,  1881. 
Under  his  administration  of  that  office  additional 
mail  facilities  have  been  obtained,  mail  messenger 
service  has  been  established  to  and  from  the  ruilroad 
depots,  the  number  of  letter  carriers  has  been  in- 
creased, and  the  routes  for  the  collection  and  delivery 
of  letters  have  been  greatly  extended,  and  few  cities 
are  now  provided  with  better  mail  facilities.  Hu  is  u 
member  of  St.  Paul's  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sabbnth-school,  which 
position  he  has  held  during  the  post  five  years.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  board  of  tru.itees.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Mount  Hope  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Fall  River  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  Godfrey 
De  Bouillon  Oommandery  Knighta  Templar,  but  has 
never  held  any  official  position  in  either  of  these 
bodies. 

Mr.  Greene  is  a  public-spirited  citixen,  and  all 
measures  tending  to  advance  the  interests  of  Fall 
River  have  found  in  bin  an  earnest  advocate. 


K.  T.  LBONAHD. 
Ebenexer  Turell  Leonard  was  bom  in  Gardner, 
Mass.,  July  19,  1812.  He  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  under  Drs.  Perry,  Bowditch,  Gould,  aud 
Wyiie,  of  Boston,  and  afterwards  studied  at  the  Har- 
vard Medical  School,  graduating  In  1836.  He  com- 
menced practice  in  Weymouth,  Mass.,  in  the  spring 
of  1836,  and  remained  there  ten  years.  He  removed 
to  Fall  River  in  1840,  and  has  labored  here  uninter- 
ruptedly until  the  present  time.  He  graduated  at 
Harvard  Medical  School  in  1830.  He  has  held  the 
following  offices  in  the  South  MasmichusetU  Medical 
Socitty:  president  two  years,  and  vice-president  and 
councilor  two  years. 

Dr.  Leonurd  is  one  of  the  oldest  practitioners  in 
the  State,  and  one  of  Full  River's  most  honored  and 
citizens. 


HON.  JAM liS  BUKPINTON. 

Hon.  Junies  Buffintou  wus  born  ou  "  Cbnluucr  Hill," 
in  Troy  (now  Fall  River),  Muss.,  March  16,  1817. 
His  parents  removed  to  Swansea,  near  the  village  of 
that  name,  in  his  infancy,  where  the  first  years  of  his 
childhood  were  passed,  and  where  he  commenced  at- 
tending school ;  but  soon  the  interests  of  the  family 
caused  their  return  to  his  native  village,  which  hence- 
forwurd  became  his  home.  His  curlier  years  were 
those  of  self-dcniul  and  constraint,  yet  all  through 
his  boyhood  and  youth  his  promptness  in  thought 
aud  independence  in  action  were  indicative  of  the 
coming  man.  His  parents  were  members  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  his  mother  being  an  approved 
minister  of  that  body  of  Christians  for  many  years. 
She  was  careful  in  the  traiuiug  of  her  youngest  born 
— the  subject  of  this  sketch — to  inculcate  in  his  mind 
the  love  of  truth  und  virtue,  to  lay  a  foundation  for 
the  principles  of  honesty  and  uprightucss,  aud  to 
nurture  hiin  in  a  slrict  regard  for  the  same. 

He  attended  public  and  private  schools  a  part  ol 
each  twelvemonth,  until  he  was  some  fifteen  years  of 
ago,  when  he  wus  seut  for  two  or  three  terms  to  the 
Friends*  Boarding  School  iu  Providence,  R.  I.,  where 
hu  made  good  use  of  his  privileges,  unci  progressed 
satisfactorily  iu  his  studies.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  the 
activity  or  an  irrepressible  nature  often  led  him  to 
tho  front,  and  in  sports  and  exercises  of  muscular 
power  and  skill  he  ever  showed  an  ambition  to  lead. 
After  leaviug  school  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  with  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Wilbur,  pursuing 
his  investigations  in  this  science  successfully  to  the 
period  when  he  should  have  attended  medical  lecture* 
as  a  finishing  step  to  make  him  a  veritable  M.D. 
Failing  to  obtain  the  necessary  funds  at  the  proper 
time  satisfactorily  to  himself,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  teaching,  und  spent  two  or  three  years  as  a  precep- 
tor in  public  and  privutu  schools  ut  Westport,  ami 
afterwards  iu  Dartmouth,  ut  or  near  Padnuuruui,  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  town.  Here, 
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association  with  men  ink-rested  in  navigation,  big 
thoughts  were  turned  in  thin  direction,  and  lie  Anally 
shipped  for  a  whaling  voyage  on  hoard  the  -hip 
"  South  Cnrolinn,"  hlK»nt  to  sail  from  that  port. 

Making  a  successful  voyage,  he  returned  home,  and 
engaged  in  business  na  a  druggist.  Subsequently 
abandoning  this  enterprise,  he  entered  the  dry-goods 
and  millinery  trade.  About  this  time  nlso  he  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  l'erkina. 

During  these  years  he  possessed  the  full  confidence 
of  his  fcllow-tnwnamen,  who  often  by  their  suffrages 
acknowledged  his  qualifications,  electing  him  to  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  usefulness.  He  was  a  prominent 
and  efficient  member  of  the  fire  department,  and  in 
1861  was  chosen  selectman,  being  re-elected  in  1862, 
and  again  in  1863. 

On  the  adoption  of  a  city  charter  in  1864  he  was 
elected  mayor  by  a  majority  over  all  of  three  hundred 
and  thirty-one,  in  an  aggregate  of  twelve  hundred  and 
sixty-one  votes. 

At  the  second  city  election,  in  1856,  he  was  re- 
elected mayor ;  but  the  same  autumn,  his  executive 
abilities  having  become  more  generally  known  and 
appreciated,  at  a  convention  called  to  nominate  a 
candidate  for  reprcsentati  ve  in  Congress,  he  was  chosen 
by  acclamation,  and  subsequently  elected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  several  thousand.  When  the  Reliollion  was 
being  inaugurated,  his  attention  in  the  House  was,  if 
|Missible,  increased,  and  no  effort  was  lost  to  advance 
the  nation's  cause  and  preserve  her  life  and  usefulness. 
On  his  return  home  early  in  the  spring  of  181.1,  ho 
immediately  set  influences  at  work  to  raise  n  company 
of  volunteer*  in  person,  joining  the  "  Hoys  in  Blue" 
in  their  drill,  their  marches  through  the  street,  and 
in  all  their  preparations  to  become  defenders  of  their 
country's  life  and  integrity. 

Jn  1864  Mr.  Ilufliiiton,  having  declined  a  re-nomi- 
nation for  Congress,  accepted  an  office  in  the  Internal 
Revenue  Department,  tendered  him  during  President 
Johnson's  administration. 

The  duties  of  this  office — general  treasury  agent — 
were  satisfactorily  performed  for  a  year  or  two,  when 
he  was  appointed  revenue  collector  for  the  First  Dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  which  office  ho  held  until  alter 
the  death  of  Mr.  Eliot,  his  successor  in  Congress,  in 
June,  1770,  when  he  was  again  elected  by  those  whom 
he  had  so  faithfully  served  in  previous  years  as  their 
representative  in  the  national  councils.  He  served 
two  terms,  and  was  re-elected  for  a  third,  when  death 
intervened.  Thus  was  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
useful  life,  the  last  few  weeks  in  distress  of  body,  yet 
to  the  last  with  the  same  alert  mind,  anxious  to  do 
his  whole  duty,  prompt  in  his  attendance  upon  each 
session  of  the  House,  and  finally  dying  with  the  har- 
ness on.  He  remained  in  his  seat,  against  the  wishes 
of  his  friends,  until  the  adjournment  of  Congress, 
when  he  came  home  to  die  in  less  than  one  hour  after 
being  welcomed  by  his  beloved  domestic  circle,  Sab- 
bath morning,  March  6,  1874. 


His  funeral  obsequies  were  attended  by  a  large  con- 
course of  relatives  and  friends,  residents  of  this  and 
many  other  towns  in  the  State. 


CHARLES  H.  I'  KAN. 

Charles  H.  Dean,  whose  portrait  accompanies  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Freetown,  Mass., 
Nov.  29,  1821,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  July  22, 1882.  He  wns  seventh  in  de- 
scent from  Walter  Deane,  his  paternal  American 
ancestor,  and  ninth  in  regular  descent  from  Walter 
Deane,  who  lived  a  few  miles  from  Taunton,  England. 

This  first  Walter  Deane  had  several  children,  but 
only  one  son,  William  Deane.  Nothing  is  known 
of  Walter  Deane,  except  that  he  died  in  England,  in 
1591.  His  son  William  was  born  there,  and  died 
there.  He  died  in  1634.  He  had  nine  children, 
the  three  youngest  of  whom,  John,  Walter,  Mar- 
garet, we  know  came  to  America,  and  were  first 
at  Dorchester  in  1636  or  1637,  and  in  Taunton  in 
1637-38.  "  Walter  Deane  married  Eleanor  Strong, 
and  had  six  children,  but  we  know  the  names  only 
Benjamin,  Ezra,  and  Joseph.  He  was  a  representa- 
tive to  the  General  Court  as  early  as  1640,  and  was  a 
selectman  in  Taunton  for  many  years,  and  with  his 
wifo  was  living  as  late  as  1698."  (See  history  of 
pioneers  of  Taunton.) 

Benjamin  Deane,1  son  of  Walter  and  Eleanor 
(Strong)  Deane,  was  married  to  Sarah  Williams,  Jan. 
6, 1680or'81.  They  settled  in  Taunton,  Mass, and  had 
children— Naomi,  Hannah,  Israel  (born  Feb.  2, 1686), 
Mary,  Damaris,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mehitoble,  Benja- 
min (born  July  31,  1699),  Ebenezer  (born  Feb.  24, 
1702),  Lydia,  and  Josiah  (born  Oct.  28,  1707).  His 
will  was  made  Feb.  2, 1728,  and  probated  April  14, 
1726. 

Ebenczcr  Deano,  third  son  of  Benjamin  Deane, 
married  Rachel  Allen,  of  Rehoboth,  Jan.  19,  1709  or 
'10.  He  had  several  children,  among  whom  were 
Joshua  and  Ebenezer.  He  marched  with  his  sou 
Joshua  in  defense  of  their  country  against  the  Freneh 
and  Indians.  He  was  captain  of  a  company,  and 
served  with  distinction  in  that  war. 

Ebenezer  Dean,  Jr.,  son  of  Capt.  Ebenezer,  Sr., 
was  born  about  1730,  and  died  Jan.  6,  1819,  in  his 
ninetieth  year.  He  was  known  as  Deacon  Dean.  He 
married  Prudence,  daughter  of  John  King,  of  Rayn- 
ham.  She  died  March  10, 1787,  in  her  fifty-fifth ; 
Their  children  were  ten  in  number,  of  whom  we  1 
of  Ebenezer,  A  Mather,  Enos,  Levi,  and  Apollos. 

Mr.  Dean  resided  in  Taunton,  but  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  in  Freetown,  and  gave  to  his  sons  Levi  and 
Apollos.  Gen.  Peirce,  of  Assonet,  says,  "There  was 
a  small  house  on  the  farm  of  Levi  Dean,  which  was 
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raised  ami  enlarged,"  but  many  new  building*  had  to 
be  put  up  and  other  improvement*  made. 

Levi  Dean,  son  of  Deacon  Ebencxer  and  Prudence 
(King)  Dean,  wu  born  in  Taunton,  Dec.  13, 1767,  and 
died  Nov.  1, 1840.  He  settled  in  Freetown  on  a  farm 
given  to  him  by  his  father,  and  the  farm  is  now  (1883) 
in  the  family.  He  married  Betsey  Dean  in  1792.  She 
was  born  Feb.  27, 1770,  and  died  Aug.  22, 1836.  Their 
children  were  King,  Elisa,  Gains,  and  Prudence,  all 
born  in  Freetown,  Mass. 

King  Dean,  son  of  Levi,  was  born  in  Freetown, 
Sept  24,  1795,  married  Betsey  Lawton,  Oct.  20,  1817, 
and  had  five  children,— Anna  E.,  Benjamin  D., 
Charles  H.  (deceased),  George  W.,  and  James  O.  (de- 
ceased). 

Mr.  Dean  was  a  farmer  during  the  earlier  part  of 
his  life  in  Freetown.  About  1830-33,  however,  he 
settled  with  his  family  in  Fall  River,  where  he  was 
engaged  iu  farming  at  first,  then  he  worked  in  the 
packing  department  of  the  Hobinsou  Print- Works  for 
many  years.  Finally  in  .1849  he  went  to  California, 
and  returned  via  the  Isthmus,  of  Panama,  at  which 
place  he  contracted  a  fever  from  the  effect*  of  which 
he  died  at  New  Orleans,  Dec.  26,  I860.  Mrs.  King 
Dean  died  Jan.  30,  1872,  aged  seventy-four  yours. 
The  line  of  descent  from  Walter  Deane,  of  F.ugland, 
to  Charlea  H.  Dean,  the  subject  of  our  immediate 
sketch,  has  been  Walter1,  William',  Walter*  (the 
first  of  the  name  of  this  line  in  America).  Benjamin', 
Ebcneier1,  Ebeneser*,  Levi',  King*,  and  Charles  II.* 

"Charlea  H.  Dean  came  to  Fall  River  very  youug, 
and  became  interested  in  the  dry-goods  business,  and 
started  for  himself  in  1847,  which  he  continued  until 
bis  death.  As  a  merchant  he  was  generally  liked. 
In  his  business  he  was  strictly  honorable  to  everyone, 
being  no  respecter  of  persons ;  the  rich  and  |K>or  were 
used  alike.  He  was  always  the  courteous  gentleman 
that  won  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all.  He  was 
a  thoroughly  Christian  man,  and  a  teorting  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  litis  city.  His  kind  words 
and  counsels  were  often  heard  in  the  way  of  doing 
good  to  his  fellows,  no  matter  in  what  station  in  life. 
He  was  liberal  to  the  worthy  poor,  and  yet  ho  always 
had  enough  and  to  spare.  Mr.  Dean  was  lurgely  in- 
terested in  manufactures,  being  a  stockholder  and  di- 
rector in  several  of  the  cotton-mills  of  Fall  Uiver, 
among  which  we  may  mention  the  King  Philip,  Mer- 
chant, Osborn,  and  Weclamoo  Mills.  He  look  a 
considerable  interest  in  the  municipal  affairs  of  thu 
city,  and  was  a  director  in  the  Globe  Railroad  Com- 
pany. He  was  a  man  of  large  and  broad  views  on  all 
things  that  pertained  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, and  being  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intel- 
lect, he  was  the  better  able  to  deal  with  the  great, 
important  questions  of  the  day  in  a  most  intelligent 
and  satisfactory  way.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican, 
but  he  did  not  seek  political  honors,  but  preferred  to 
attend  to  his  legitimate  business. 

"Mr.  Dean  possessed  qualities  of  head  and  heart 
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which  endeared  hint  to  all,  and  if  in  daily  life  he  was 
unostentatious  and  quiet,  he  was  always  as  genial  aud 
pleasant,  and  in  this  way  not  only  won  the  respect 
but  secured  the  friendship  of  all  whose  friendship 
was  worth  having.  He  was,  too,  a  man  of  refined 
and  generous  sympathies,  and  these  found  expression 
in  kind,  cheerful  words  where  cheer  and  comfort  were 
most  needed.  He  was  a  gentleman  by  nature  and 
social  intercourse,  and  a  Christian  from  convictions. 
Goodness  of  heart  was  as  natural  to  him  as  song  to 
the  bird  or  sweetness  to  the  flower." 

He  was  one  of  the  best  of  husbands  ami  fathers, 
and  it  was  in  his  home  life  that  he  appeared  to  ihe 
best  advantage.  Mr.  Dean  was  a  man  who  will  loug 
be  remembered  for  his  muny  uamuless  acts  of  kind- 
ness to  those  who  netted  them.  He  will  be  remem- 
bered for  his  general  courtcousncas  of  manners  and 
for  his  many  virtues.  Truly  a  good  man  bus  gone 
home  to  rest. 

Oct.  19,  1847,  he  married  Ixmixa  M .,  daughter  of 
David  and  Louisa  (Chase)  Peirce,  of  Somerset,  Mass. 
She  was  born  in  Somerset,  Jan.  26,  1824,  and  died 
April  9,  1877. 

Their  otily  child,  Mary  L.,  married,  Sept.  3,  1873, 
George  S.  Davol,  of  Fall  Uiver,  aud  Ilm  three  chil- 
dren,—Stephen  B.,  I/ouisa  IX,  and  Charles  D. 

CHAPTER  XXX. 
KASsTON.' 

The  town  of  Easton  is  situated  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  Bristol  County.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Kloughton  and  Sharon,  on  thu  east  by  Brockton 
aud  West  Bridgewatcr,  on  the  south  by  Itaynhain, 
Taunton,  and  Norton,  and  on  the  west  by  Norton 
and  Mansfield.  It  derived  its  name  from  its  location 
with  refereuce  to  the  town  of  Norton,  of  which  it 
originally  formed  a  part ;  it  was  the  East  Precinct  of 
that  town,  and  became  the  Esst  Town,  or  Easton.  Its 
area  is  twenty-nine  square  miles,  or,  more  precisely, 
eighteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-four 
square  acres,  of  which  three  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  are  water.  The  underlying  geohigical  forma- 
tion is  in  the  northerly  half  sieuilo,  and  in  the 
southern  half  a  conglomerate  sometimes  called  grny- 
wacke.  There  are  a  number  of  acres,  perhaps  two 
or  three  hundred,  in  which  bog-iron  ore  is  found, 
and  where  it  has  been  dug  with  profit.  The  surface 
of  Easton  is  quite  level,  the  north  part  of  the  town 
having,  however,  a  pleasant  variety  of  elevation. 
Considerable  swamp-land  exists,  especially  in  the 
southern  portion,  where  is  located  what  is  known  as 
the  Great  Cedar  8wainp.   There  am  some  ponds 


■H/  ll.T.Willl.m  u 


Digitized  by  Google 


This  book  is  a  preservation  photocopy, 
was  produced  on  Hammermill  Laser  Print  natural  white, 
a  60  #  book  weight  acid-free  archival  paper 
which  meets  the  requirements  of 
ANSI/NISO  Z39.48-1992  (permanence  of  paper) 


Preservation  photocopying  and  binding 
by 


1995 


